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Lagosians will vote in a new governor on February 28 2015.  In fulfilment of its
responsibility, BusinessDay Research and Intelligence Unit (BRIU), the research arm of
BusinessDay newspaper, West Africa’s financial daily, went to town and sampled the
opinions of the electorates to know where the pendulum might swing.

We administered 420 questionnaires out of which 401 were returned. The margin of error
is 5 percent while the questionnaires were administered in 19 local government areas and
local council development areas. This constitutes one-third of the 57 LGAs and LCDAs in
Lagos State. However, the respondents indicated 33 LGAs and LCDAs as their areas of
residence. The exercise took place between 13th and 15th January 2015.

Demographics of the respondents

This section of the questionnaire was to find out if the ethnic nationalities of the
respondents would have a bearing on the choices of the gubernatorial candidates.  It was
also meant to call the attention of the Lagos State Government to the fact that further
studies are needed in knowing how the ethnic nationalities in Lagos State are composed.

The Department of Urban and Regional Planning, University of Lagos, published a report
in which it stated that “Odumosu (1999) notes that of the estimated 9 million population
of the city, the Yoruba migrants from south‐western Nigeria account for 61.31% while the
other ethnic groups in Nigeria constitute 20.96%.”  What could have changed between
then and now? New studies will provide satisfactory answers to this.

Of the respondents who returned our questionnaires, 45 percent were from the South
West; 22 percent from South-East; 23 percent from South-South and 4 percent from
North-Central. Also, 1 percent was from both the North East and North West each. Most
of the respondents from the far north were reluctant as they refused to respond to the
field officers. This explains why their population was considerably lesser compared to
others just as a small portion of the respondents declined to state their geopolitical
zones.



Male respondents constituted 64 percent while 36 percent were female. Fifty-two
percent indicated they are employed; 35 percent in self employment; 12 percent
unemployed while 1 percent did not produce any information on their employment
status.

Furthermore, 37 percent were 18-30 years old; 46 percent aged between 31 and 45 years;
16 percent were between 46-65 years  while 65 years and above constituted only one
percent.  Amazingly, most of the respondents were literate as only 2 percent had no
formal education. Twenty-two percent were educated up to secondary school level; 18
percent posses ND/NCE; 43 percent posses HND/Bsc while 15 claimed to have Msc/PhD.



We understand that some local governments are strategic as pundits regard them as
swing LGAs/LCDAs that votes from these areas could significantly affect the final
outcomes. In that sense, 20 percent of the questionnaires were administered in
Alimosho/Akowonjo; 13 percent in Amuwo Odofin; 8 percent in Eti Osa West; 7 percent in
Surelere and Kosofe; 6 percent in Apapa; 5 percent in Oshodi Isolo; 4 percent in Ojo;
Ejigbo; and Ikorodu and its environs.

How did they rate the outgoing Governor Fashola (SAN)?

In summary, he was rated very well by the majority of the respondents. Forty-three
percent rated him ‘Good’ just as 37 percent gave him ‘Very Good’. In essence, it means 80
percent of the respondents are well-pleased with Governor Fashola (SAN). However, 1
percent declined to comment; 4 percent rated him ‘Below Average’ while 14 percent
rated his performance in office as ‘Average’.

Most members of the transport unions including taxi drivers, interstate and commercial
bus drivers rated Governor Babatunde Fashola (SAN) very poorly. “One of our members
got his bus through hire purchase. He was arrested the second week he started
operations by officials of LASTMA who collected N50, 000 from him. On the second
occasion they arrested him which was the fifth week that he got the bus, he developed
high blood pressure and died the following day”, union members who were with a
respondent when we visited justified the poor rating he gave to the governor.

“I had three cars before for my taxi business but officials of LASTMA and VIO have forced
me to sell two due to their frequent arrests even on flimsy excuses”, a taxi driver who
was one of our respondents said.



How many respondents have the Permanent Voter Cards (PVCs)?

Only 47 percent had collected their PVCs as at the time of the administration of the
questionnaires although we understand that INEC has commenced another phase of the
distribution of PVCs across all the LGAs/LCDAs in the state. Fifty-two percent have not
collected theirs while one percent did not provide any information.

The study further reveals that 43 percent of South West respondents did not have PVCs;
South East, 22 percent; South-South, 26 percent; North Central, 4 percent; North East and
North West, 1 percent each, while others did not respond to this question.

Undecided voters

Undecided voters are significant and this is a signal to the gubernatorial candidates of the
All Progressives Congress (APC) and Peoples Democratic Party (PDP) that more work has
to be done. Why are we focusing on APC and PDP? The respondents themselves reduced
the governorship election in Lagos to a two-horse race. In our questionnaire, we listed
APC, APGA, NCP, Labour Party, PDP, PPA and UPN.  Responses were around the two
parties-APC and PDP.

Eighteen percent of the respondents have not made up their minds on who to vote for.
Assuming we can apply this rate to the total registered voters in the state, the implication
is that about 900,000 registered voters have not made up their minds on who they will
vote for.

When further disaggregated along ethnic lines, 31 percent of the population of the
undecided voters are from the SW; 29 percent from SE; 26 percent from SS while others
are from the northern parts of the country.



From the viewpoint of the LGAs/LCDAs, 50 percent of the respondents from Agege, Ikeja
and Oriade have not made up their minds; 43 percent in Apapa; 40 percent in Lagos
Mainland and Mushin/Odi Olowo; 33 percent in Badagry and Surulere; 32 percent in
Ajeromi Ifelodun; 31 percent in Amuwo Odofin; 25 percent in Ejigbo and Shomolu; 24
percent in Eti Osa West; 23 percent in Isolo; 19 percent in Alimosho/Akonwonjo; 16
percent in Kosofe; while in Ikorodu North and West as well as Oshodi Isolo the figure is
less than 10 percent.

What issues should the next governor address?

For the next governor of Lagos State, the respondents want him to address five critical
areas which are listed in the order of preference. These are road construction (29%);
housing (23%) and the upgrading of the existing hospitals and primary health care centres
(22%). Others are: establishment of more primary and secondary schools (16) and
corruption (10%). Some octogenarians  want the next governor to sincerely implement
the “free drug for 65+ ‘’ policy of the state government as according to them “ on most
occasions that we go to the hospitals, the drugs are not free.”



Preference for APC/PDP along LGAs/LCDAs

The governorship candidate of the APC enjoys high preference in areas such as Olorunda,
Ojodu, Igando, Lagos Island, Bariga, Ikeja, Ikorodu North and West, Shomolu, and
Mushin/Odi Olowo. Others are Oriade, Ikeja, Agege, Kosofe, Agboyi Ketu, Ojo and Kosofe.

On the other hand, the governorship candidate of the PDP is highly preferred in Ebute
Metta, Itire Ikate, Yaba, Ejigbo, Oshodi/Isolo, Surulere, Alimosho/Akowonjo, Eti Osa West,
Amuwo Odofin and Ajeromi Ifelodun.  The swing LGAs/LCDAs according to our poll are
Ikosi Isheri, Ifako Ijaye, Ibeju Lekki, Egbe Idimu, and Ajegunle.



Ethnic nationalities and preference for political parties

If the governorship election in Lagos State were held when the questionnaires were
administered, 61 percent of the SW respondents would have voted for the APC candidate
as against 37 percent for the PDP; 10 percent of the SE respondents would have voted for
APC as against 28 percent for PDP; 20 percent of SS would have voted for the APC as
against 28 percent for the PDP.  Except for the NC which our poll shows that 6 percent of
the respondents would have voted for the APC as against 3 percent for PDP, respondents
from the other zones, that is NW and NE, would have voted equally for the two political
parties.



Which advertising media are best for selling the candidates?

Posters (27%), television (26%) and radio (22%) are the most effective avenues to sell the
candidates and their manifestoes according to the respondents. Others are the social
media (12%), billboards (11%) and text messages (2%).

Opinion poll on any election is a multi-stage process. We want to recommend a broader
poll preferably in the first week of February 2015. BusinessDay Research and Intelligence
Unit (BRIU) will assist in this regard.


