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L-R: John Odigie-Oyegun, national chairman, All Progressives Congress (APC); Patience Jonathan, former First Lady; Goodluck Jonathan, 
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Government’s inability to provide amenities discourages taxpayers

T
he Chattered Institute of Taxation 
of Nigeria (CITN) has attributed the 
poor compliance of taxable Nigeri-
ans to the inability of government 

to make good use of taxes paid by Nigerians 

in the provision of basic amenities.
The body called on the Federal Govern-

ment to ensure that taxes paid are used in the 
provision of amenities and improvement of 
the wellbeing of Nigerians.

This is as Tunde Fowler, executive chair-
man, Federal Inland Revenue Services (FIRS), 
said that the Federal Government was doing 

everything to encourage Nigerians pay taxes 
as part of their obligation to the country.

Fowler, who was represented by Gbolaga 
Oshiga, the state coordinator for Enugu and 
Ebonyi, stated that government would en-
sure that the burden of payment was not 
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I
n what has been inter-
preted in many quarters as 
a desperate move to save 
what is left of its battered 
public image and win sup-

port of Nigerians ahead of the 
2019 general elections, the ruling 
All Progressives Congress (APC) 
last Wednesday made a public 
presentation of the report of its 
committee on true federalism.

The 24-member ad hoc com-
mittee headed by Nasir el-Rufai, 
governor of Kaduna State, which 
was inaugurated August 10 last 
year, had earlier submitted its 
report to John Odigie-Oyegun, 
national chairman of the party, 
on January 25.

Key areas where the com-
mittee made recommendations 
include referendum, where it 
recommended an amendment 
of the constitution to provide for 
referendum to be conducted on 
“burning national or state issues 
before decisions are taken”; state 
police, where it recommended 
that “police should be both fed-
eral and state”; and state judicial 
council, where it proposed “an 
amendment to create the State 
Judicial Council that will appoint 
and discipline judges within a 
state while the National Judicial 
Council will exercise control over 
the appointment, discipline of 
judges of the federal government 
only”.

On fiscal federalism and rev-
enue allocation, the committee 
proposed amendment of “sec-
tion 162 and sub-section 2 of the 
constitution” and amendment of 
the “revenue allocation and Fed-
eration Account Act to give more 
revenue to the states and reduce 
the federal government’s share 
of revenue”.

It further recommended the 
creation of state court of appeal 
“so that from the high court, 
you can appeal to the state court 
of appeal before it goes to the 
Supreme Court”; replacement 
of “state of origin”, which is dis-
criminatory, with “state of resi-
dence”; an amendment to the 
Federal Character Commission 
Act to allow people domiciled 
in a place to be considered as 
indigenes”; vesting of minerals, 
mining and oil, except offshore 
minerals,  in the states and 
amendment of the Petroleum 
Act to allow states to issue oil 
mining licences, as well as the 
Land Use Act, Nigeria Minerals 
and Mining Act, the Petroleum 
Profit Tax Act 2007”; and allow-
ing for independent candidacy 
as a way of “widening the politi-
cal space”.

Other areas the committee 
made recommendations include 
legislating on stamp duties, public 
holidays, state prison, and state 
creation of local government 
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Restructuring: When APC licked its vomit

areas.
El-Rufai had promised that 

when the recommendations are 
passed by the National Assembly, 
“they will significantly rebalance 
our federation”.

Last Wednesday while pre-
senting the report to the public, 
Oyegun apologised to Nigerians 
for the delay in the restructuring 
move, and in the party’s charac-
teristic manner, attributed the 
delay to huge challenges the APC 
government inherited from the 
previous administration.

He alleged that the restructur-
ing campaign which reached its 
peak last year was “championed 
by people who were determined 
to run down APC government”, 
even as he admitted that Nigeria 
urgently needed to restructure its 
governance system to enhance 
speedy socio-economic growth 
and development.

“We, undoubtedly, inherited 
a collapsed governance system 
and were faced with the task of 
fixing the economy, security, civil 
service, infrastructural deficit and 
other governance system that are 
helpful for the realisation of the 
agenda,” Oyegun said.

“But we are glad that tremen-
dous success has been recorded 
in all these areas. That has made 
the time ripe for the APC true 
federalism committee report 
and possible implementation of 
the content of the far-reaching 
report.”

While some Nigerians are 
still astonished by APC’s sudden 
turnaround on restructuring, 
many contend that the setting up 
of the committee and the report 
itself were ploys to placate the 
electorate and curry their favour 
ahead of 2019. Many Nigerians 
had before now accused the APC 

of jettisoning the restructuring 
promise it made during the 2015 
election campaign.

Before the party set up its 
committee on true federalism 
last August, the clamour for 
restructuring the country had 
become deafening from many 
quarters. In the thick of the 
clamour, prominent leaders of 
APC had blatantly denounced 
restructuring, saying it was not 
in the party’s manifesto.

The self-same Oyegun, APC 
national chairman, had rejected 
the call for restructuring, report-
edly saying that the ruling party 
never at any time promised to 
restructure the country.

“When the APC manifesto 
was being put together, it was 
discussed extensively. We chose 
our words carefully in putting 
our words together and we are 
committed to what we have 
said in that manifesto,” Oyegun 
had said.

Similarly, El-Rufai, the latter-
day chair of the APC restruc-
turing committee, had also ar-
rogantly descended on the pro-
ponents of restructuring, calling 
them “political opportunists and 
irresponsible” people.

Lai Mohammed, minister of 
information, culture and tour-
ism, had also said on national 
radio last June that restructur-
ing was not President Buhari’s 
priority.

On his part, Bisi Akande, a 
former national interim chair-
man of the party, resorted to 
verbal gymnastics, claiming 
the party never used the word 
“restructuring”, but that it had 
always advocated devolution of 
functions and true federalism.

“Restructuring is not our 
language…. That is not in the 

APC manifesto or constitution,” 
he had told journalists after a 
South-west APC meeting in 
Ibadan last October.

But then, the clamour did 
not abate as many, including 
renowned human rights lawyer 
Femi Falana, took APC to the 
cleaners for recanting what was 
clearly stated in its manifesto.

And so, the party hurriedly 
set up a committee. Not surpris-
ingly, at the inauguration of the 
El-Rufai-led committee in Abuja, 
Oyegun made a U-turn, saying 
right from the party’s constitu-
tion and the manifesto, there 
were very elaborate references 
to true federalism and devolu-
tion of powers, and that the idea 
of restructuring was almost like 
a mantra for the APC.

He said APC was best quali-
fied to “claim ownership of the 
principle and the need for true 
federalism”, adding that from 
the constituent units, it was one 
of the principal points discussed 
and agreed upon, as a result 
of which the party’s constitu-
tion and manifesto were very 
elaborate in their references to 
true federalism and devolution 
of powers.

“It is therefore totally incon-
ceivable for uninformed mem-
bers of the public to jump on 
this bandwagon of restructur-
ing of the federation to give the 
impression that the party was in 
any way against the principle of 
taking a fresh look at the basis of 
our federalism,” he said.

Reacting to the APC commit-
tee’s report, Seriake Dickson, 
governor of Bayelsa State, called 
on the ruling party to set up a 
multi-party committee to con-
sult widely and fast-track the 
process of implementating the 
recommendations.

Addressing a press confer-
ence in Abuja late in January, 
Dickson said he supported the 
committee’s recommendations 
but asked the APC to ensure the 
implementation of the proposals 
before the 2019 general elec-
tions, saying engaging various 
stakeholders from other political 
parties would add more value 
and input to the process.

“What the APC committee 
on restructuring did was quite 
surprising, quite unexpected and 
a welcome development. This 
is one of the fundamental pro-
posals on constitution reform. I 
appreciate and commend their 
patriotism,” Dickson said.

“We have to jointly engage 
our National Assembly mem-
bers to consider it and pass it to 
Mr. President for approval. It’s a 
national issue. We need a more 
equitable, free, fair and prosper-
ous Nigeria. We encourage them 
to see the proposal through. 
After all, they control the two 
chambers of the National As-
sembly. We cannot give up now, 

CHUKS OLUIGBO
we need to save Nigeria,” he said.

Edwin Clark, prominent 
South-South leader, challenged 
the APC to show faith in the 
committee’s work by forward-
ing the recommendations to the 
National Assembly.

“I have read the APC report 
on restructuring, on devolution 
of powers, resource control, 
state police. If they are sincere 
and honest about them, let them 
forward their recommenda-
tions for action to the National 
Assembly because majority of 
the members of the National As-
sembly who rejected devolution 
of power, are still holding to that,” 
Clark said.

“So, if the APC is sincere on 
the devolution of powers, re-
source control and state police 
and they believe in true feder-
alism which includes fiscal fed-
eralism, we are all on the same 
page. They should publish it and 
send it to the National Assembly. 
If they do that, Nigerians will 
live together. The unity of the 
country will be strengthened; 
it should not be just for election 
purposes,” he said.

But the opposition People’s 
Democratic Party (PDP) said it 
is not fooled by the APC’s gim-
micks. It dismissed the report 
as a ruse and fresh calculated 
ploy by the Buhari-led govern-
ment to divert public attention 
from the endless l itany of 
afflictions occasioned by its 
almost three years of dysfunc-
tional governance.

Kola Ologbondiyan, PDP na-
tional publicity secretary, in a 
statement on Wednesday said it 
amounted to outright depravity 
that the same APC leaders who 
on assumption of office rejected 
restructuring would now sud-
denly turn around to pose as 
fathers of a restructured Nigeria 
simply because the 2019 general 
elections beckon.

The PDP said the attitude and 
body language of APC leaders 
underline the fact that the APC 
had no intention of implement-
ing any form of restructuring.

Recall that Buhari had in 
his 2018 New Year broadcast 
expressed a “firm view” that 
Nigeria’s “problems are more to 
do with process than structure”, 
a statement pundits interpreted 
as outright rejection of restruc-
turing.

“It is therefore deceptive that 
in the wake of their rejection by 
the people, the discredited APC 
and its dysfunctional govern-
ment have suddenly woken 
up to parade as champions of a 
restructured Nigeria,” PDP said.

“This is a callous and wicked 
attempt to once again take Ni-
gerians on a trip to the land 
of fantasy. We therefore urge 
Nigerians to reject the new ploy 
by the APC to deceive them for 
their votes in 2019,” it said.

Nasir El Rufai,chairman, APC Committee on True Federalism, presenting the 
committee’s report to John Odigie-Oyegun, national  chairman of the party.
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T
he deafening calls from various 
quarters on Nigerians to seize 
the opportunity of the ongoing 
continuous voter registration 
exercise by the Independent Na-

tional Electoral Commission (INEC) to obtain 
their permanent voter cards (PVCs) ahead of 
the 2019 general elections may be clear signs 
of the seriousness with which the Nigerian 
electorate see the forthcoming poll.

Pundits say the zeal and enthusiasm 
with which Nigerians have responded to 
the calls means that there would likely be a 
large turnout at the polls next year.

The calls have been unequivocal, on 
traditional and social media: get your PVC 
and exercise your franchise.

And suddenly, Nigerians seem to have 
woken up to their civic responsibility, to the 
fact that the hopelessness they feel is caused 
by them and that if they want to make a 
change concerning who governs them, they 
should act by getting their PVCs.

BDSUNDAY visits to a number of regis-
tration points in Lagos last week saw many 
Nigerians desperately struggling to get hold 
of their PVCs, with many saying they had 
left their homes as early as 4.30 am.

It began like a trickle, and then became a 
deluge. Even in places of worship, religious 
leaders have impressed it upon members of 
their congregation that obtaining a PVC was 
mandatory, with insinuations that it could 
get to the point where members would be 
disallowed from entering the place of wor-
ship until they present their voter cards.

To buttress the seriousness of the matter, 
a video has gone viral on the Internet, of a 
cleric who displayed her PVC to members 
of her congregation urging them to vote out 
a particular politician and his political party 
at the next election.

There is also a particular Nigerian who 
revealed on social media that his place of 
worship had made arrangements for a bus 
shuttle to convey members to their various 
registration points every Wednesday to 
obtain their PVCs.

Jombo Nnamdi, a political commentator 
who spoke with BDSUNDAY, confirmed 
that the issue of PVC has been a topic in 
his church for the past three weeks in the 
nation’s capital.

“We have been inundated with par-
ticipating at the ongoing voter registration 
exercise and collecting PVC to the extent 
that many people in my church who viewed 
politics as a dirty game are beginning to have 
a change of mind,” Nnamdi said.

Across social media platforms, there is 
a trending hashtag, #GetYourPVC, which 
aims to raise awareness on collection of 
PVC.

But many believe that Oby Ezekwesili, 
erstwhile minister of education, may have 
been instrumental to raising the aware-
ness level by popularising the Office of the 
Citizen through the #RedCard movement.

“We @RedCardMng shall mobilise 
citizens nationwide to use our tools and 
become deciders of the quality of leaders 
that will govern them well. By the time we 

wave the red card, we will raise our PVC. 
What we are saying is, ‘My PVC, my red-
card’,” Ezekwesili once said.

Signs of growing awareness, disillusion-
ment

The scramble for PVC by Nigerians, ac-
cording to Tokunbo Korodo, former chair-
man, Nigerian Union of Petroleum and 
Natural Gas Workers (NUPENG), Lagos State 
Council, is a reflection of the level of political 
awareness and desire by the people to effect 
true change in 2019.

Speaking to BDSUNDAY in an interview, 
Korodo said never in the political history of 
Nigeria have the citizens shown the level of 
eagerness to be part of the nation’s political 
process as they are currently showing.

According to him, millions of Nigerians 
across social and political divides have come 
to the realisation that they are the possess-
ors of power to effect positive change within 
the political space, hence the growing call 
for the citizens to register and secure their 
PVCs ahead of 2019.

“I can tell you that Nigerians have widely 
opened their eyes now. Gone are the days 
when most of the citizens of this country 
were seemingly apolitical. Events of the 
last two to four years have opened the eyes 
of Nigerians to the fact that the power to 
effect a change resides with them, and they 
can only exercise that with their PVCs. 
Anybody who thinks that our votes will 
not count is deceiving himself because of 
awareness now is very high,” Korodo said.

“When the current government came on 
board, there were a lot promises and high 
hopes. But most of those promises have not 
been fulfilled. The clamour for PVCs is to 
pay this government back in its own coin,” 
he said.

Chris Onyeka, deputy general secretary, 
United Labour Congress (ULC), said Nige-
rians have never been so disenchanted, 
frustrated and disappointed by a govern-
ment which promised hope but delivered 
hopelessness and despair.

“Therefore, the clamour for PVC is by 
Nigerians who believe that they have had 
enough of this frustration,” Onyeka said.

He said the power conferred on the Nige-
rian citizens by the constitution could only 
be exercised through the ballot box, and to 

authorities to conduct free and fair polls in 
2019. He called on the Independent National 
Electoral Commission (INEC) to prove to 
Nigerians and the international community 
that it is independent of the powers that be, 
by ensuring that the votes of the citizenry 
truly count.

Meanwhile, analysts have called on INEC 
to scale up efforts at ensuring the distribu-
tion of the uncollected PVCs, especially at 
this period of Continuous Voter Registra-
tion where over 4 million voters have been 
registered, in addition to over 7 million un-
collected PVCs, bringing the total number 
to 11 million PVCs. 

But INEC said it is not relenting in its 
efforts to ensure that all eligible Nigerians 
get their PVCs.

With the decentralisation of the col-
lection of PVCs, the electoral body has in-
structed that PVCs be collected at the ward 
(registration area) level. It has also opened a 
portal on its website, christened ‘PVC Loca-
tor Platform’, which provides a means by 
which registered voters can locate and pick 
up their cards.

The commission says it is targeting be-
tween 80 million and 85 million registered 
voters ahead of next year’s elections. The 
voter register currently contains 74 million 
voters, findings by BDSUNDAY show.

Solomon Soyebi, national commissioner 
and chairman, Information and Voter Edu-
cation Committee (IVEC), said the continu-
ous voter registration will be suspended in 
December 2018, two months to the Febru-
ary 2019 polls.

This, he said, is in line with the provisions 
of the Electoral Act which stipulates that 
voter registration should be temporarily 
suspended 60 days to the commencement 
of the next general election.

The main activities for the CVR include 
fresh registration, transfer of voters, and 
distribution of PVCs.

“It will be recalled that the Independent 
National Electoral Commission (INEC) on 
27th April 2017 rolled out the Continuous 
Voter Registration (CVR) exercise across 
the country. It was intended to afford all 
eligible Nigerians, 18 years and above who 
did not register in previous exercises the 
opportunity to do so at their convenience,” 
a statement signed by Soyebi read.

“So far, over 4 million Nigerians have reg-
istered across the country. The Commission 
wishes to assure all eligible Nigerians that 
the CVR exercise is designed to continue 
indefinitely as envisaged by the Electoral 
Act 2010 (as amended).

“However, as provided for in Section 9 (5) 
of the Electoral Act (as amended), the CVR 
will be temporarily suspended 60 days to 
the commencement of the next General 
Elections scheduled for February 2019. The 
exercise will resume after the conclusion of 
the elections.

“The Commission hereby encourages all 
eligible Nigerians to register at our offices 
in all local government headquarters and 
other officially designated areas across the 
country between 9am and 3pm, Monday 
to Friday, excluding public holidays. Full 
information about the designated areas 
can be obtained from our state offices,” the 
statement said.

qualify to exercise that power, the PVC is a 
necessary condition each must fulfill.

Beyond this, however, Onyeka said Nige-
rians must commit to defending their votes 
by monitoring to ensure that election results 
are reflective of the votes cast by them.

Japheth Omojuwa, editor, AfricanLib-
erty.org, said the rush by Nigerians to get 
their PVCs means that there would be a 
large turnout at the polls next year.

“From what I have seen, this is not PVC 
for having PVC sake; this is about making 
their voices count next year,” he said.

Asked why he thinks there is such 
serious emphasis on the PVC at this time, 
Omojuwa said, “The fault lines are getting 
clearer and while there is a pushback from 
those who don’t want the incumbent to 
return, there’s been a counter-push from 
those who want him to.”

He said as crucial as the PVC is, voters 
would still be at the mercy of the choices of 
party delegates.

“That is where the power is. In the end, 
your PVC will not give you the power to 
choose ‘the good’ if the party primaries end 
up turning out only ‘the worst’ and the ‘the 
worse’ in terms of the main candidates,” 
he said.

Omojuwa, who was very prominent 
and vocal during the 2015 elections that 
brought in the present administration, is 
also definite that come 2019, people would 
still sell their votes. This, according to him, 
is because the fundamentals that need to 
change for people not to sell their votes have 
not changed as poverty remains the norm.

“With this new frenzy to get their PVCs, 
are citizens finally aware of the office of the 
citizen and its responsibilities? They are and 
they have always been really. What they 
must now know and push for is representa-
tion at the party level,” Omojuwa said.

“The delegate primary system short-
changes the Nigerian masses in ways that 
we have not started paying attention to. Citi-
zens are aware but awareness and power 
are not the same thing. Power still resides 
in the hands of those who determine the 
candidates,” he said.

Onus is on INEC
Onyeka of United Labour Congress ex-

pressed concern about the readiness of the 
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Veteran journalist, Goddy Ikeh, honoured with Ozo title   

A 
veteran journal-
ist and retired 
deputy Editor-
In-Chief of the 

News Agency of Nigeria 
(NAN), Chief Goddy Ikeh, 
has been honoured with 
the prestigious Ozo title of 
Ezennia by the Umugama 
kindred of Ezennaja Vil-
lage in Oraukwu in Idemili 
North Local Government of 
Anambra State.

Also honoured in the 
three-day ceremony at-
tended by dignitaries from 
Abuja, Anambra and Eb-
onyi states, is his cousin, Dr. 
Ifeanyi Ikeh (Kpakpando), 

a senior citizen, who has 
contributed his quota to 
the development of the 
society and his immediate 
professional circle, where 
he has spent close to four 
decades of his life.

Chief Ikeh, who is a 
media relations consultant 
and journalism trainer 
since he retired from gov-
ernment services in 2009, 
is thrilled and full of praise 
to his Oraukwu Commu-
nity, which found him 
worthy of this conferment. 
He is also grateful to his 
colleagues in the News 
Agency of Nigeria, pro-

the SSA on Political Affairs 
to Governor Willie Obia-
no of Anambra State and 
former Commissioner in 
Ebonyi State. Other mem-
bers of the Ikeh family of 
Oraukwu, who were hon-
oured included two US-
based professionals- Chief 
Cyril Ikeh (Okwesilieze) 
and Chief Francis Ikeh 
(Odinigwe); Chief Ifeanyi 
Ikeh (Chinyelueze), Chief 
Charles Ikeh (Ononaenyi) 
and Chief Chukwudi Ikeh 
(Ezenwachinemelu).

The elated veteran jour-
nalist described the hon-
our as well deserved for 

Akwa Ibom leaders warn against 
reintroduction of offshore/onshore dichotomy

A 
group, Akwa Ibom 
L e a d e r s  V a n -
guard, has warned 
against moves to 

bring back the abrogated 
contentious issue of onshore/ 
offshore, saying it would 
throw the country into ca-
tastrophe.

The group took the posi-
tion following the submis-
sion of the restructuring and 
true federalism committee 
headed by Nasir el-Rufai, Ka-
duna State governor to John 
Odigie-Oyekun, national 
chairman of the All Progres-
sives Congress (APC). 

Akwa Ibom has been a 
major beneficiary of the ab-
rogated dichotomy as most 
of its oil resources are found 
offshore and this has earned 
the state much revenue from 
the derivation principle.

A spokesman for the 
group, Anietie Okon warned 
that any attempt to reintro-
duce onshore/offshore di-
chotomy in the sharing of oil 
revenue would be disastrous.

“We want to state explic-
itly and unambiguously our 
concerns and consternation 
about the ambivalent and 
duplicitous position of the 
APC as it is clear to every dis-
cerning mind that the  APC is 
a party in disarray,’’ he said.

Speaking on behalf of 
the leaders, Anietie Okon 

fessional colleagues and 
friends, who have taken 
time to congratulate him 
on this “new feather on his 
red cap”. 

Speaking on the ceremo-
ny, Chief Ikeh says that the 
Ozo title is not only presti-
gious in Igboland, “it shows 
that your community holds 
you in high esteem. For 
instance, this is a title re-
served only for indigenes 
of the community. It is only 
conferred to the worthy 
individual after he must 
have passed the screening 
exercise and showed proof 
of having the resources to 
fund the strict and enor-
mous requirements for the 
elite group.”

According to him, “Apart 
from accepting to observe 
the rules of the elite group, 
which include being up-
right in your dealings with 
society, being truthful and 
charitable at all times and 
promoting exemplary char-
acter and conduct among 
others. The recipient of the 
title is also reminded that 
he could be disrobed if he 
fails to uphold the tenets of 
the group.

“With the installation, 
the recipient is now allowed 
to adorn the red cap and 
greet and acknowledge 
pleasantries in a special and 
dignified manner reserved 
for Ozo Title holders. 

A
s the proposed 
establishment 
of cattle colo-
nies  by the 
Federal govern-

ment continued to generate 
controversies, the Governor 
of Oyo State, Abiola Ajimobi 
and Alaafin of Oyo, Oba 
Lamidi Adeyemi have reject-
ed, in totality, the proposal. 

Sixteen Nigerian states, 
all in North have agreed to 
the establishment of the cat-
tle colonies in their domain, 
proposed by the Minister 
of Agriculture and Rural 
Development, Audu Ogbeh 
as a solution to the incessant 
herdsmen crisis.

The states include: Ad-
amawa, Kano, Kaduna, 
Katsina, Zamfara, Kebbi, 
Nasarawa, Plateau, Bauchi, 
Gombe, Borno, Jigawa, Yobe, 
Niger, Kogi and Kwara states.

They all agreed to volun-
teer 5,000 hectares of land 
each but Benue and Taraba 
experiencing herdsmen at-
tacks rejected the cattle colo-
nies. Likewise, south west-
ern and South-South states 
rejected the proposition. 

AKINrEmI FEyIsIpO, Ibadan 
However, Governor Aji-

mobi of Oyo described the 
move as tantamount to mod-
ern slavery.

The governor advocated 
true federalism as solution to 
the national question, stress-
ing that the proposal to states 
to make land available for 
the establishment of cattle 
colonies was against the let-
ters and spirit of true federal-
ism that vested ownership 
and control of land on states.

According to him, the 
proposed cattle colony was 
disguised slavery similar to 
the long-forgotten colonisa-
tion that Africa still rues 
till date.

Instead, the governor said 
that the state was prepared 
for a controlled ranching 
that would be established by 
the state government, which 
would have all the required 
modern facilities for good 
cattle breeding and ancillary 
services.

This, he said, would be 
at minimal cost to whoever 
wishes to make use of the 
facility, but would end the 
regime of open grazing.

Ajimobi said: “Cattle colo-
ny is tantamount to modern 
slavery, because colony is 

synonymous with colonisa-
tion. We cannot have that 
in Oyo State. It is a pointer 
to the fact that federalism 
is not working in Nigeria. If 
poultry farmers or owners 
of piggeries, among others, 
are not being offered colo-
nies for their own livestock, 
why should herdsmen be a 
survival category?

“Our position is to support 
controlled ranching, under 
which we will provide land 
and other basic modern facil-
ities for good cattle business 
as well as breeding. Those 
wishing to rear cattle will 
use the facilities at moderate 
cost. No more, no less.”

According to Ajimobi, 
“You will say that the gover-
nor is the Chief Security Offi-
cer of his state, but he has no 
control over the police. That 
is another problem we have 
with our type of federalism. 
Another example is about 
those digging for treasures in 
our communities but collect 
licenses from the Federal 
Government. 

This is wrong. Nigeria 
needs true federalism. We 
will keep talking about it 
until it materialises.”

The governor said that 

colonies were not established 
for cattle or any livestock 
in South Africa and other 
emerging economies, in-
sisting that the state would 
also not allow such. He em-
pathised with those he called 
notable Nigerians that had 
farms in the state, whom he 
said had been complaining to 
him about herdsmen destroy-

ing their farms, expressing 
confidence that solution was 
in sight now that the menace 
had become pervading.

Ajimobi, who made his 
position known on the rag-
ing matter during a visit 
by the Alaafin of Oyo, Oba 
Lamidi Adeyemi, who led 
some prominent traditional 
rulers to the Government 

Ajimobi, Alaafin reject cattle colony

L-R:  Valentine Ojumah, managing director , FBN Insurance Limited; Cecilia Akintomide, 
director, FBN Holdings Plc; Oba Otudeko, CFR, group chairman, FBN Holdings Plc; Oluremi 
Moya, director FBN Holdings Plc and Wale Ariyibi, chief financial officer, FBN Holdings Plc at 
the burial ceremony of the mother of Cecilia Akintomide, held at Ile Oluji, Ondo … on Friday.

House, Ibadan, said that he 
was happy that Oyo State 
was on the committee re-
cently put together by the 
FG to find solutions to the 
incessant farmers-herdsmen 
clashes, expressing optimism 
that the associated problems 
would soon be resolved in 
the mutual interest of all 
stakeholders. 

said the party’s position on 
resource control clearly por-
tends an “irredeemable disas-
ter for Nigeria”, adding that 
the report has once again 
uncovered the evil agenda 
of the party.

He said the report brings 
to the fore the unlimited 
confusion which according 
to him is the hallmark of the 
APC in which the country 
has been subjected to in the 
past three years.

Wondering why the big-
wigs of the APC in the south-
south region are “dangerous-
ly quiet over this calculated 
attempt to subtly reintroduce 
through the back door the 
vexed onshore/offshore oil 
dichotomy that has long 
been settled in Nigeria,’’ he 
said Akwa Ibom would nev-
er accept any recourse to 
onshore/offshore dichotomy.

Okon maintained that 
recent moves to reintroduce 
the dichotomy are illegal, 
describing it as an expensive 
joke taken too far. He added 
that the country might not 
survive this backdoor at-
tempt to bring back what 
had long been settled. Okon, 
a chieftain of the People’s 
Democratic Party (PDP), also 
picked holes in President 
Muhammadu Buhari’s New 
Year message over plans to 
construct a rail line to Maradi 
in Niger State while many 
states in the country do not 
have any rail link.

…Say it is modern slavery

Goddy Ike, right in traditional handshake with a fellow title holder
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Adamawa partners PharmAccess to implement 
state-wide health insurance scheme

I
n an effort to achieve 
universal health cover-
age and promote access 
to quality and affordable 

healthcare services to its 
citizenry, Adamawa state 
government in collabora-
tion with PharmAccess, 
has commenced the imple-
mentation of a State-wide 
Mandatory Health Insur-
ance scheme.

 This followed an agree-
ment signed in Yola by the 
Adamawa State Ministry of 
Health and PharmAccess 
Foundation, an internation-
al not-for-profit organiza-
tion dedicated to connecting 
more people in Sub-Saharan 
African countries to afford-
able and quality healthcare. 
Under the agreement, Phar-
mAccess will be the lead in 
the technical development 
process for the state-wide 
health insurance scheme.

 Fatima Abubakar, the 
State Commissioner for 
Health, presented the con-
tract document to Olamide 
Okulaja, PharmAccess’ Di-
rector of Advocacy and 
Communications, who rep-
resented the Foundation’s 
Country Director, Njide 

Ndili.
 Abubakar said the part-

nership with PharmAccess 
is a demonstration of the 
state’s renewed commit-
ment to investing in the 
health sector. “This scheme 
is to reduce the financial 
burden on the people of 
Adamawa as they seek ac-
cess to quality healthcare 
and pursue productive and 
healthy lives,” she stated.

 Njide Ndili, in her goodwill 
message said, “PharmAccess 
is excited to support Adama-
wa State towards universal 
health coverage, and will 
deploy best practices from 
our experiences and lessons 
learnt in supporting other 
states to leapfrog and expedite 
the process. It is remarkable 
that the State government is 
taking ownership and eager 
to provide health coverage to 
their citizens.”

Ndili opined that Phar-
mAccess technical support 
will help the Adamawa 
State Government imple-
ment a health insurance 
scheme pivoted on technol-
ogy that will deliver quality 
healthcare services across 
the state to make healthcare 
services in Adamawa af-
fordable even to the poorest 
of the society.

Bayelsa named best 2017 African 
Micro-finance Development State

B
ayelsa has been ad-
judged best African 
Micro-Finance Bank 
Development State 

in 2017, by the African Asso-
ciation of Small and Medium 
Enterprises (AASME), in rec-
ognition of the State’s efforts 
at developing micro, small 
and medium enterprises 
(MSMEs) aimed at creating 
jobs and reducing poverty.

The award was presented 
during the 3rd edition of the 
African International Small 
and Medium Enterprises 
Economic and Security Sum-
mit, held Wednesday, at 
Binez Hotel, in Aba, the com-
mercial hub of Abia State.  

Goodman Arogo, head, 
Human Resource Manage-
ment, Bayelsa State Micro-
finance and Enterprise De-
velopment Agency (BYM-
EDA), who represented both 
Governor Seriake Dickson, 
and Ebiekure Jasper Eradiri, 
director general, BYMEDA, 
said that the state govern-
ment through the establish-
ment of BYMEDA in 2014, 
has attracted funding into 
the state in excess of N8bil-
lion.

He also disclosed that the 
state government has so far 
disbursed over N9billion to 
small businesses in form of 
grants and loans, which has 

led to the generation of over 
7,000 direct and indirect jobs.

Arogo, in an exclusive 
interview with BDSUNDAY, 
said that the state govern-
ment in pursuit of financial 
inclusiveness of micro and 
small businesses in remote 
riverine areas in the State, 
through BYMEDA has pro-
moted and established the 
Izon-Ibe Microfinance Bank 
(IMB) Limited with about 11 
branches across the state.

Adding that the state 
government intends to pro-
vide easy credit facilities 
and non-financial services 
to low income households 
and vulnerable groups to 
improve entrepreneurial 
spirit, reduce poverty and 
abridge the socio-economic 
gap in the state.

He also explained that, 
“Through the CBN-MSMEDF 
scheme, BYMEDA has suc-
cessfully accessed the sum 
of N2billion in 3 tranches 
and thereby creating over 
7,000 direct and indirect jobs 
and also organized capac-
ity development training for 
CBN-MSMEDF beneficiaries.

“The State has als o 
launched business idea 
banks in the State to collate 
business ideas, analyse them 
and provide support to the 
entrepreneurs, as well as en-
gage in field visit to SMEs in 
the State that benefited from 
the scheme”.

L-R: Philip Asiodu, Grand Patron, Oxford and Cambridge Club of Nigeria; Akinfela Akoni, president, Oxford & 
Cambridge; Greg Ero, members, and idelis Oditah QC, SAN during the Club’s annual garden party hosted by 
the president on Sunday in Lagos.

D
a w n  D e k l e , 
president of the 
American Uni-
versity of Nige-
ria, has charged 

newly admitted students 
to focus their energies on 
service to humanity and 
not on money or material 
acquisitions.

 At the recent Univer-
sity’s 2018 spring semes-
ter convocation and pledge 
ceremony, President Dekle 
counselled that there is more 
satisfaction by counting acts 
of service than by counting 
money.

 “At AUN, service is one 
of our core values, and each 
of you will have the oppor-
tunity to serve during your 
time here,” she said.

 Parents and guardians 
joined the new students, 
who come from 27 states 
of Nigeria and from the Re-
public of Cameroon, as they 
took the AUN Community 
Pledge of ‘Truth and Abso-
lute Integrity’, an important 
tradition in American-style 
universities.

 Dekle, who conducted 
the new students’ formal 

induction at the library au-
ditorium, inspired them with 
wise sayings from two iconic 
Americans- one real, the Rev. 
Martin Luther King Jr., and 
the other fictional, Benjamin 
Button.

 “Everyb o dy can b e 
great… because everybody 
can serve…You only need 
a heart full of grace and 
a soul generated by love,” 
she quoted from King, a 
civil rights champion, who 
would have turned 89 on 
January 15.

  “[January 15] is a day 
of citizen action volunteer 
service, in honour of Martin 
Luther King Jr., and we take 
inspiration from this”, Dekle 
continued.  She then added 
that the King Day has rel-
evance with AUN.

She went on to quote 
excerpts from the film “The 
Curious Case of Benjamin 
Button” starring Brad Pitt: 
Throughout the movie, But-
ton is aging backward, be-
ginning as an old man and 
growing ‘younger’. When his 
daughter is born, he knows 
he will be dead before he 
can give her his guidance 

as a parent. So, Benjamin 
Button wrote a letter to his 
daughter, urging her to go 
on and make the best or 
worst of becoming what she 
wants. “I hope you live a life 
you’re proud of. If you find 
that you’re not, I hope you 
have the strength to start all 
over again.”

 With those words, Presi-
dent Dekle told her audience: 
“My wish for each of you is 
to step into your greatness, 
to live out loud, and make 
your lives a masterpiece. 

Welcome to AUN!”
 A high point of the cer-

emony- the 26th pledge cer-
emony since AUN began 
admitting students in 2005- 
was the presentation of the 
2021 class sash to each of the 
new students.

 AUN admits students 
twice a year- n the fall and 
spring semesters.

 The American University 
of Nigeria hosts advanced 
technological infrastructure 
and digital content delivery 
in all taught subjects, which 
have been fully accredited 
by the NUC.

  Accredited programs are: 
Law, Accounting, Business 
Administration, Finance, 
Management & Entrepre-
neurship, Marketing, English 
Language & Literature, Tele-
communication & Wireless 
Technology, Information 
System, Computer Science, 
Software Engineering, Eco-
nomics, International & Com-
parative Politics, and Mass 
Communications (Commu-
nication & Multimedia, Ad-
vertising, Print Journalism, 
Television/Film, Multimedia 
Design.)Dekle

…Creates 7,000 direct/indirect jobs in 3 years

GODFREY OFURUM, Aba

SEYI JOHN SALAU

AUN President urges matriculating students 
to focus on service, not material gains

Government’s inability to provide ...
high on the people, stressing 
that the workshop was to 
improve enlightenment on 
government’s efforts, among 
other.

Speaking at a training 
workshop for professionals, 
on participation in the Vol-
untary Assets and Income 
Declaration Scheme

(VAIDS), organised by the 
federal Ministry of Finance 
in Enugu, Cyril Ikemefuna 
Ede, CITN president, said 
Nigerians were playing taxes 
before the oil boom, and that 
it were well utilised but that 
citizens lost interest in tax 
payments because money re-
alised from it were no longer 
used for the provision of ba-
sic amenities by politicians.

It was gathered that with 
tax compliance of six per-
cent, Nigeria remains the 
lowest in payment of taxes 
the world over, stressing that 
the development prompted 
the establishment of the 
VAIDS to sensitise Nigerians 
and enable them regularise 
their tax status. The scheme, 
which runs for nine months 
from July 1, 2017 to March 
31, 2018, will

benefit tax payers who 
use the period to declare pre-
viously undisclosed assets 
and income as they are not 
charged interest and penal-
ties and would be free from 
criminal prosecution for tax 

Continues from page 1 offices and audit.
“About six percent is 

paying tax at the moment. 
People are not seeing the 
effect of paying tax and 
because of that they be-
came reluctant to pay. Again 
the general environment 
in Nigeria, when you see 
politicians having the whole 
money and these are money 
coming to government from 
taxes we pay, so some people 
are not being encouraged to 
pay. I am sure that if govern-

ment turns out to do things 
that are good, people will 
start paying taxes.

“Government must make 
sure that the ones they pay 
are utilised and people have 
the effect of the taxes. “They 
pay 51 percent in Finland 
and people are happy to pay 
because they have every-
thing they want. So, here if 
you pay it and government 
did not do anything, then 
they will not continue to 
pay,” he said.

He recalled how Nige-
rians were paying taxes ef-
fectively during the colonial 
era, “because they were see-
ing the effect of the pay-
ment. Each councilor was 
responsible to ensure that 
taxes were collected and 
people paid freely; but when 
the oil money came, the 
whole thing slowed down 
and even the government 
was not even interested in 
paying tax and everybody 
went his way”.
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O
ne in every ten house-
hold in Benin has a fam-
ily member who has un-
dertaken the extremely 

risky journey by road in search of 
greener pasture. Recent activities 
have brought this age long human 
trafficking and degradation to the 
limelight.

Based on this, Bounce News, 
a leading news app in Nigeria, 
investigated and consequently 
published an exclusive report, 
exposing in details, how young 
people in the country are enticed 
and illegally trafficked across the 
deadly Sahara and Mediterranean 
to Europe in the quest for a bet-
ter life.

The 11-minute investigative 
report, which is now available on 
the Bounce News app, uncovers 
the key actors who facilitate the 
illegal migration, as well as the 
challenges involved in undertak-
ing such a deadly journey. It also 
highlights the socio-economic 
and political factors that make it 
imperative for these young ones 
to insist on embarking on the fatal 
voyage despite knowing the risks 
involved.

According to the International 
Organisation for Migration (IOM), 
more than 153, 000 people arrived 
by sea to Italy in 2015 alone. Of 
that figure, over 96, 500 were Afri-
cans from Sudan, Somalia, Eritrea, 
The Gambia, Mali and Nigeria, 
while Nigeria alone accounted for 
over 22,000.

Two intending migrants who 
were interviewed by the Bounce 
News crew on the condition of 
anonymity revealed why young 

T
he Management of 
Chronicles Software De-
velopment Company 
Limited has said that it 
was out to ensure that 

over one million Nigerian students 
have equal opportunity to pursue 
their career choices in any Tertiary 
institution of their choice by pass-
ing 2018 Unified Tertiary Matricu-
lation Examination (UTME). 

The company said the launch of 
its world-class test preparation and 
practice platform- successboxon-
line.com- will bring to an end the 
stress that prospective candidates 
go through when they are prepar-
ing to sit for UTME. 

Oluwakoyejo Oluwatosin, chief 
executive officer, Chronicles Soft-
ware Development Company 
Limited, explained that the Suc-
cessBox is the company’s flagship 
computer-based test software, 
designed as a use-at-home practice 
solution.

“The master class platform was 
developed with the student in 
mind. Its mobile responsive feature 
ensures that students have a sleek 
and seamless user experience 
when engaging with the applica-
tion from their mobile phones, 
this is the primary device from 

Kelechi ewuzie 

which user accesses the internet,” 
Oluwatosin said.

 He also said that the Success-
boxonline.com is designed to 
accommodate the two million 
candidates projected by JAMB to 
take the 2018 UTME examination 
later in the year.

 Oluwatosin further opined 
that as part of the offering to 
empower the students to excel, 
the company will be setting up 

a JAMB revision class which 
will be streamed live and made 
available for free to prospective 
candidates.

 He also explained that suc-
cessboxonline.com has a large 
array of past question bank, the 
student has a large question sets to 
choose from, practice extensively 
and prepare for excellence in their 
examination. 

Also, as part of the company 

‘We want to simplify examination processes 
for millions of Nigerian students’

Bounce News investigates human trafficking in Benin

A 
group within Osun 
State chapter of the All 
Progressives Congress 
(APC) - All Progressives 

Youth Forum (APYF) has said it 
was ready to organise town hall 
meetings across the state.

 In a release obtained in Os-
ogbo, the group noted that from 
10th to the 24th February, 2017, 
the parley will hold and provide 
avenue to engage youths on dif-
ferent issues relating to the party. 

State Coordinator of the Fo-
rum, Olateju Olorungbebe Adun-
ni, explained that the meeting is 
geared towards five key areas of 
interest to further deepen po-
litical participation and fight for 
basic interests of youths in the 
state chapter of the party.

 The statement reads: “The 
town hall meeting is an op-
portunity for us- Osun APC 
Youths to interact intimately 
with political appointees and 
party leaders elected on the 
platform of APC in our local-
ity, to assemble and discuss 
our basic interests, to vent our 
grouses/grievances before party 
leaders, to proffer solution to 
internal tension threatening 
our cohesion and band together 
irrespective of our ‘political 
self-interest’ and swing into 
the activities that will cement 
our place in the history as the 
political nucleus of Osun APC.

Osun APC youths move to 
convene town hall meeting 
ahead 2018 governorship poll 

... Meets smuggling kingpin in business for 20 years

Mabel DiMMa

bOla baMGbOla, Osogbo

people would dare to risk their 
lives for a future that was un-
certain.

James; not his real name, dis-
closed that he was motivated to 
travel to Europe by road because 
of economic hardship.

“This life good or bad is 50-50. 
Despite the risk, I still prefer liv-
ing abroad than Nigeria where 
nobody cares, nobody knows how 
you live. I am an orphan, no dad, 
only mom,” he shared.

Another interviewee who’s 

commitment to reward excellent 
performance by students, the 
company has pledged the sum of 
10 million naira in scholarship to 
10 top students on the successbox-
online.com platform. 

The scholarship award is part 
of the activities to celebrate the 
company’s 10th year anniversary 
at an excellence award programme 
in Lagos in the second Quarter of 
the year. 

Tosin Alabi (Middle), winner of the Academic Excellence Award flanked by his parents and Oluwakoyejo Oluwatosin (CEO) and Emmanuel 
Emielu (Chairman) of Chroniclesoft Ltd

also an orphan said his reason for 
leaving was to lift the status of his 
family. “They said it’s risky, but I 
have that belief that with God all 
things are possible. I don’t have a 
father and my mother does little 
business. She is suffering; so I just 
want to help my family.”

Asked if a one million naira gift 
would convince them to change 
their plans, both interviewees’ 
response was a resolute no. “I don’t 
even need one million naira from 
you. Just give me the money that 
will take me from here to Libya 
and to cross the sea to Italy. That 
will be okay for me, not the one 
million naira,” said James.

Both James and Ose are on the 
books of a human smuggling king-
pin known in the interview as Pa 
Benson, who has been in the busi-
ness for over 20 years. Pa Benson, 
who refuses to see the wrong in 
his illegal trade, insists his profes-
sion has helped to subdue the rate 
of crime in Benin, and also help 
young people fulfil their dreams.

One thing shone through in the 
course of the documentary which 
was shot on location in Benin, the 
hub for trafficking in Nigerian - for 
many young people in the region, 
going to Europe is the only shot at 
having a good life.

L
eading global provider 
of information, innova-
tive technology solutions 
and human data science, 

IQVIA, formerly known as Quin-
tiles IMS, has announced plans 
to launch a digital healthcare 
platform. The move is aimed at 
deepening networking and col-
laboration among health care 
providers and helps stem the ugly 
trend of inter-professional rivalry 
in Nigeria’s health industry

IQVIA HCPSpace is a platform 
designed to bring together all 
specialties and sub specialties of 
Doctors - Pharmacists, Nurses, 
Medical Laboratory Scientists, 
and all other Healthcare Profes-
sionals, where they can connect 
to peers, follow Key Opinion 
Leaders (KOLs), discuss medical 
cases, establish public/private 
groups, view videos for increased 
knowledge, earn Continuing 
Professional Development, CPD 
points from content provided by 
approved bodies and KOLs, find 
jobs and career opportunities 
across multiple regions in Africa 
and the Middle East.

The platform is device-in-
dependent, mobile-responsive 
and optimized, and available for 
free download as native IOS and 
Android apps in the relevant 
app stores. As a social tool that 
leverages technology and human 
insight, IQVIA HCPSpace will 
radically alter Nigeria’s health 
landscape for good, according to 
experts.

IQVIA set to launch digital 
platform to connect healthcare 
professionals
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“There is always market for 
this product. Depending on 
the capital available, with-
in a month or two, you can 
gather a full truck of scrap, 
which can contain as little 
as 15 tons or as high as 40 

tons, depending on the 
weight of the materials” 

INNOCENT IWARA

Survival from scrap heaps: Tales 
of Port Harcourt ‘scavengers’

N
igeria is said to have a vast 
steel market of over N887bil-
lion but Port Harcourt-based 
Ahmed Muhammad and his 
ilk struggle all night but can-

not fill more than 300,000 tons out of the 
25million tons needed per annum.

The saying that “there’s dignity in 
labour” holds sway for Muhammad 
and several others like him. So looking 
tattered, equipping himself every night 
with a touch light and a metal rectangu-
lar truck, heading direct to heaps of solid 
waste around Port Harcourt is a noble 
venture.

“I am not ashamed,” he said, in a mix-
ture of barely mustered grammar and 
Pidgin English. “I survive picking from 
the trash,” he emphasised with an air of 
pomposity.

Kayode Fayemi, minister of Solid Min-
erals Development, said in April 2016 that 
“Nigeria spends about $4.5 billion (N887 
billion) annually on importation of basic 
metals, made up of processed steel, alu-
minium products and associated deriva-
tives consumed in the country.”

Fayemi was guest at the foundation-
laying ceremony of the ultra-modern 
Steel Melt Shop in Ilorin, Kwara State.

So with Nigeria currently producing 
an insignificant 300, 000 tons of steel 
against an annual consumption rate of 
25million tons, the business of metal 
scrap recycling is never more needed 
than now. Muhammad is not just helping 
in this regard; he is also making a fortune 
for himself.

A native of Kaduna State, when he left 

Plateau State where his family resides, 
and came to Port Harcourt in 2003, he 
had one thing in mind - to succeed against 
all odds doing whatever he considered 
honourable.

For eight years, he traded on perish-
able goods such as fresh tomatoes, sweet 
and Irish potatoes, onions and sugar cane. 
But those years were efforts in futility 
as his capital dwindled and became as 
perishable as the goods he sold.

“When I was in the perishable goods 
business, I could not save money. Before 
I could finish selling, the goods perished 
and I lost money,” he said with a whiff of 
relief from his raspberry lips.

In 2011, Muhammad, who is in his 
forties, received advice from an acquain-
tance he now calls “my godfather” and 
that was enough to change his state and 
estate: “He told me ‘come and enter this 
scrap business’. He had been into the busi-
ness for long and he deals directly with 

the company that buys and recycles the 
scraps. That is how I started.”

From solely scavenging for metal 
scraps (aluminium, brass, copper, amongst 
others) at night from solid heap sites, 
Muhammad has assumed the sobriquet, 
“Chairman”, which means he now has a 
large site in Port Harcourt’s Trans Amadi 
Industrial estate where he stores heaps 
of metal scrap, and has since evolved 
into having “boys” who also scout for the 
material and sell back to him at a price of 
N35 per kilogram.

Within a space of one month at least, 
and two months at most, Muhammad 
could gather between 15 and 40 tons 
of metal scrap, depending on the metal 
quality - which in turn defines weight. 
The result is that some millions hit his ac-
count regularly after selling to recycling 
companies. He said a ton of the scrap goes 
for as high as N80, 000.

“There is always market for this prod-
uct. Depending on the capital available, 
within a month or two, you can gather 
a full truck of scrap, which can contain 
as little as 15 tons or as high as 40 tons, 
depending on the weight of the materi-
als,” he said.

Today, Muhammad is not just living 
comfortably in Port Harcourt, but his 
nuclear family of seven (six children and 
a wife) back in Plateau are feeling the 
bubbles of good life.

“Really, all my children are in school. 
This year, I paid N620, 000 for my chil-
dren’s school fees alone. The house they 
live in, in Jos is my own; I bought it from 
my former landlord. The business has 
really helped me.”

Also into the business is Abuja-born 
Auwlu Mohammed. Unlike Ahmed 
(Muhammad) who has generated a 

capital that affords him the leverage of 
buying scrap from other scavengers and 
selling in bulk to recycling companies, 
Auwlu gathers the materials and sells 
to the likes of Ahmed. Yet, he believes 
the scrap-gathering business requires a 
person defying shame and wearing the 
necessary guts; hence, he is not without 
testimonies.

“I feel good doing this business. I start-
ed it two years ago. From this business I 
got married, invested and bought three 
rams, two cows and one goat. All I do ev-
ery morning is pray, eat and start moving 
around looking for scraps. I gather them 
from waste and also buy from people who 
want to dispose their scrap,” 27-year-old 
Auwlu and father of one said.

World over, environmental concerns, 
health impact and economic benefits have 
taken the clamour for waste recycling to 
higher dimensions. Metal scrap is only 
one of the many wastes being recycled, 
with others including: usable goods, pa-
per, glass, ceramics, textiles, plant debris, 
plastic, wood and others.

From increasing gross domestic 
product (GDP) to creating employment, 
from curbing greenhouse emissions to 
managing daily generated solid waste; 
what shame is there if gathering scraps 
of any kind would not only add to the 
GDP but also put money into one’s 
pocket?

And as Fayemi pointed out, “The local 
steel industry is under-developed and 
currently being fed largely by steel scrap, 
in line with the ministry’s Road Map and 
Federal Government backward integra-
tion initiative.”

“The best thing to do is to endure, hum-
ble yourself and do what can bring you 
money,” Muhammed (Ahmed) advised.

Ahmed Muhammed’s scrap site in  Trans Amadi
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W
hile campaigning 
for election to be 
governor of Akwa 
Ibom State more 
than two years 

ago, one of the campaign promises 
that Udom Emmanuel made was the 
pursuit of industrial development as a 
means to deal with the growing men-
ace of youth unemployment.

In fact, industrialisation was one of 
the 5-point agenda he presented to the 
people while seeking to be elected as 
governor. It is now history that he was 
elected governor following his victory 
at the 2015 polls.

And as the next election scheduled 
for 2019 approaches and with the 
governor most likely to seek a second 
term in office, it seems pertinent to take 
a second look at the governor’s promise 
as it relates to industrialisation as a way 
of ascertaining to the extent to which 
the state government has kept faith 
with the promises made to the people.

A recent report credited to the 
National Bureau of Statistics (NBS) 
stated that Akwa Ibom has one of the 
highest rates of youth unemployment 
in the country.

Though this did not go down well 
with the state government resulting 
in a rebuttal, there is no denying that 
thousands of youths are in need of 
gainful employment in which the lack 
of it has resulted in many of them being 
involved in anti-social activities.

Among the 56 suspects paraded re-
cently by the state command of the Ni-
gerian Police, those allegedly involved 
in violent crimes like armed robbery 
and kidnapping were all young men 
and women. Many of them claimed 
they were drawn into it after being 
confronted with the stark reality of un-
employment starring them in the faces.

Indeed, with thousands of youths 
graduating from colleges and univer-
sities each going into the labour and 
searching for jobs that are not avail-
able, many experts have warned that 
the situation was akin to a time bomb, 
waiting to explode.

Though many are wont to say 
that it is not the responsibility of gov-
ernment to establish factories, it is 
however agreed that it is the business 
of government to ‘create an enabling 
environment’ for businesses to thrive.

Similarly, others have insisted that 
if government can contribute to the 
construction of hospitality facilities like 
hotels and recreation parks, building 
of worship centres, they see no reason 
why it cannot facilitate the building of 
factories.

This they say would engage the 
teaming youths roaming the streets and 
hanging around elected office holders 
across the country.

For instance, the decision of the 
Akwa Ibom State government to build 
a 8,500 capacity worship centre esti-
mated to cost N3 billion in which the 
foundation-laying has already been 
performed by the governor despite 
the criticism that has trailed the move.

The state government has stoutly 
defended its position that apart from 

Vice President Yemi Osinbajo during 
the 30th anniversary of the creation of  
Akwa Ibom State.

The factory, which is set to hit the 
market in the next weeks with its 
products according to  Zubeir Gulabi, 
its managing director, is coming after 
a successful period of test-running the 
plant. It is expected to produce over 
one million syringes daily. 

Gulabi explained that the factory 
is a private initiative established as a 
result of its ability to attract Foreign Di-
rect Investment (FDI) and the enabling 
environment created by the state 
government, adding that the products 
are of the highest quality and are being 
certified by the appropriate agencies 
both within and outside the country.

To ensure standard and profession-
alism, he said workers  are regularly 
sent on training in foreign countries 
while also partnering several  Eu-
ropean countries on technical  and 
marketing processes.

Gulabi disclosed that the company 
when fully operational would offer 
employment to many Nigerians add-
ing that already, it is working with local 
manufacturers for the supply of raw 
materials used in the factory. 

“The products have a ready market 
with patronage coming from within 
and outside the country, but for now 
Nigeria is our key target,’’ he said.

Charles Udoh, commissioner for 
information and strategy, agreed that 
with the commencement of produc-
tion by the factory, it would result in 
many small and medium scale enter-
prises springing up in the state and 
urged youths to avail themselves of the 
opportunity created by the industrial 
agenda of the state government.

 Making use of the opportunities 
provided by the factories in the state 
is what the youths should embrace 

but fears are being expressed that 
with lack of entrepreneurship skills, 
the youths might miss out.

“The syringe factory, the biggest 
in Africa, was attracted to the state by 
Governor Emmanuel as part of mea-
sures to fulfill his five-point agenda, 
especially in the areas of job creation, 
wealth creation and poverty alle-
viation. With the factory fully alive, 
it will go a long way to boosting the 
industrialisation-drive of the Udom 
Emmanuel-led administration”, he 
said.

But experts have warned that the 
vision of an industrial economy could 
be a mirage if the perennial problem 
of irregular power supply is not ad-
dressed.

Though electricity generation is 
reported to have peaked at 7000 MW 
in Nigeria, many parts of the country 
are still experiencing power outages 
and Akwa Ibom State though has its 
power generators contributing about 
153MW to the national grid, has not 
fared any better.

Apparently to remove any impedi-
ment posed by inadequate supply of 
electricity, the state government has 
boasted of a 24-hour power supply in 
parts of the state, a development which 
many say is quite ambitious. 

It is believed that this light-at-the-
end-of-the-tunnel optimism might not 
be unconnected with the upgrade of 
key power infrastructure in the state 
and the development of additional 
power transmission facilities by the 
state government.

Among the facilities recently up-
graded include the construction of 
a 2X15KVA 33/11 KVA distribution 
injection substation in Uyo, with 
dedicated lines for electricity supply 
to both residential and industrial estates 
within the capital.

In addition, the construction of 
another substation in Ekim in Mkpat 
Enin Local Government  to boost power 
supply to five local government areas of 
Ikot Abasi, Eket, Onna, Eastern Obolo 
and Mkpat Enin is due commissioning 
soon, according to government officials.

“We are in serious discussion with 
Transmission Company of Nigeria 
(TCN) to give one dedicated line from 
1x60 MVA from Afaha Ube (Uyo) that 
will be completely dedicated. Once 
that is done, we will then have 24-hour 
power supply,’’ said Meyen Etukudo, 
managing director of the state-owned 
Ibom power company.

“The vision of Governor Emmanuel 
is the industrialisation of Akwa Ibom 
State and it would be difficult to achieve 
industrialisation without power. 

“The Ekim transmission substation 
was initially meant to be undertaken 
by TCN but  when they wasted a lot of 
time, the governor took over the project  
to power that axis that has already been 
earmarked as one of the three industrial 
hubs in the state,’’ he said.

Also, there are plans to develop the 
second phase of the Ibom power project 
to rein in 500MW of power and this 
is expected to be undertaken through 
public private partnership, though 
when the actual construction of the 
second phase of the power project is 
not yet certain.

hundreds of jobs to be created during 
the construction phase of the worship 
centre, the central place of worship has 
long been overdue.

In the same vein, the over N60 
billion sunk into the abandoned Ibom 
Tropicana project which was expected 
to create thousands of jobs is a sad com-
mentary on how the state government 
appears to have wrongly spent its 
scarce financial resources instead of 
directly investing in the setting up of 
factories.

Nonetheless, since Governor Udom 
Emmanuel took over in May 2015, a lot 
seems to have been achieved industri-
ally with both cottage and large scale 
factories. Indeed, the state government 
has initiated and facilitated the setting 
up of cottage factories and industrial 
ventures.

Apart from the coconut refinery 
which is likely to take a longer gesta-
tion period before coming on stream 
several factories have started produc-
ing various items and many other in-
dustries are believed to be on the way.

Experts say cottage industries can 
be seen as a short term effort to ad-
dress the problem of unemployment 
while waiting for the major industrial 
projects like the Ibaka deep sea port, 
the flour mills and fertilizer plants as 
well as the car assembly factories to 
be ready to start production.

According to Ufot Ebong, the 
industrial development agenda of the 
Akwa Ibom government has already 
stated yielding dividends with the ar-
rival of sundry equipment for a plastic 
manufacturing factory.

This is coming after the toothpick 
and pencil factories have been up and 
running in the last one year.

Ebong, who is the coordinator of 
Akwa Ibom Employment and Enter-
prise Scheme (AKEES), the brain be-

ANIEFIOK UDONQUAK, Uyo

Assessing Udom’s industrial 
development agenda two years after

Feature

hind the cottage factories said the idea 
is to address youth unemployment in 
the state and help to create the spirit of 
entrepreneurship among them.

In addition, a metering solution 
firm as well as a syringe manufactur-
ing factory which is believed to be 
one of the largest in the country had 
already been established by the state 
government.

The arrival of the plastic manufac-
turing machines has also added to the 
list of other industrial concerns in the 
state government with a good number 
of them having reached advanced 
stages of construction.

Furthermore, the Jubilee syringe 
factory reputed to be the largest in 
Africa with an installed capacity of 
400 million units of syringes per an-
num was inaugurated last year by 

The syringe facto-
ry, the biggest in Af-
rica, was attracted 

to the state by Gov-
ernor Emmanuel as 
part of measures to 
fulfill his five-point 
agenda, especially 
in the areas of job 
creation, wealth 

creation and pov-
erty alleviation. 

Emmanuel Udom
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How we plan to create 36,000 jobs 
in oil sector – Belemaoil founder
IGNATIUS CHUKWU

T
he only way to change the narrative 
of the Niger Delta is to create jobs and 
wealth so much that the youth once 
again find hope and believe that oil 
is a blessing from God. For now, they 

think it is a curse, and they seem ready to tear 
everything down, thinking oil is the cause of 
the curse.

One man has stood out to change this mind-
set in the creeks. He is Jack-Rich Tein jr, the 
founder/president, Belema Oil Nigeria Limited. 
He believes that oil has much to offer but if 
greed and deceit were removed, the rest would 
be joy and peace. Now, he began by founding 
the Belema concept and the company has de-
veloped the Belema Model that wants oil to be 
a partnership between the government, the oil 
company, and the community. Some have called 
it a new JV (joint venture).

Speaking after unveiling the first batch of 
374 scholarships from secondary school level 
to post graduate level, Tein Jr fielded questions 
from newsmen and explained how the schol-
arships were part of the steps to changing the 
Niger Delta narrative. He said: “Basically, it is 
making sure that there is some harmony in the 
local communities where you work. We make 
sure that they are partners in our business 
through your Corporate Social Responsibilities 
(CSR).”

He had said in the hall that Belema Oil had 
submitted a proposal that would take initial 
12,000 youths off the streets through jobs in 
the oil/gas industry. Explaining, he rather men-
tioned 36,000 over all as the size of jobs we are 
talking about.

His explanation: “We have offshore floating 
offloading terminal sailing to Nigeria. We are 
expecting to lay some pipelines to the facilities 
from the creeks. This will create some additional 
opportunities based on some proposal submit-
ted to Mr. President. We believe he is a man 
that loves the Niger Delta region and wants to 
see employments every year. He wants to see 
that the communities are in harmony with the 
operators and also with the FG so that things 
begin to improve. We are seeing the President 
as a strategic ally and we believe that if we bring 
a meaningful programme, he will support it. So, 
we put forward a programme that we believe 
will create additional 12,000 employments 
which will turn around about 36,000 jobs. That 
is part of our operating corridors and the jobs 
will begin to come out.”

On the kind of oil activities that may gener-
ate this level job opportunities, the unassuming 
and gentle business executive said: “We will 
make sure to go into full hydrocarbon value 
creation chain. We are negotiating with ultra-
large vessel that would bring in refinery on it. 
We expect to have floating refinery equipment 
so we can utilise fully our hydrocarbon capacity. 
We are also developing what we call a gas pro-
cessing unit. The engineers have been working 
on it since 2017.

“We placed some orders in all that, through 
strategic partnerships and all of that. We have 
created these technical services where local 
communities that indicate interest in provid-
ing services will partner with some vendors to 
render such services. We are moving beyond 
creating employment but we are moving into 
creating specialised services through strategic 
involvement of local communities so they too 
can become better than Belema Oil you are 
hearing today.”

On what makes the Belema scholarship 
scheme different, the entrepreneur described 

by many as a wise man, said he was not inter-
ested in how others did theirs but on how to 
create value in the communities. And, on how 
much the scholarship scheme could be worth, 
he: “This is over N100million per year. What we 
have given today is over N70million cheque. We 
have students in Cyprus, in the UK, US, Canada, 
Ghana, Malaysia, and Nigerian schools. What 
we have done is not just to show wealth but we 
are creating minds that will replicate this when 
they come out.”

The blueprint for the company to build 
harmony in the oil region provided for at least 
600 scholarships per year and gave the rates 
as N60,000 for secondary school scholar-
ships, N200,000 for university students, and 
N300,000 for post graduates. The amounts for 
those abroad were not stated.

The Belema Model has been described as the 
most likely tool to move the oil region forward. 
When asked throw some light on this model, 
Tein Jr said: “Basically it is about making sure 
that the host communities where we operate 
and competent Niger Deltans are given ample 
opportunities to showcase their competences 
such as alliance with technical companies that 
provide specialised jobs where they can partner 
to provide services.”

“We also make sure that we provide strategic 
capacity for development through training for 
the local communities and the vendors that 
provide technical services.

“For us, we advise them to train a lot of locals. 
We also award scholarships like you have seen 
today. We also believe that some of those who 
want to go into some businesses and skills are 

given grants to do them,” he further said.
Few months ago, top Canadian officials vis-

ited Belema headquarters in Port Harcourt. He 
threw some light on the Belema Model which 
he assures would turn around the story of the 
oil region and safeguard foreign investments.

“We are just starting. You do not preach mo-
rality to a hungry child, you provide food. You 
do not preach to an angry region, provide jobs. 
The vision behind Belema Oil is beyond making 
profit for the shareholders but to provide for the 
communities. Our community projects are no 
window dressing but to go straight to the heart 
of their problems because we are from there 
and we know where it pains them most. There 
are communities without water for over 600 
years of existence. Now, it’s their first time to 
see potable water, clean water to drink, or road 
to drive on,” Tein jr said.

“We have engaged 1500 locals, and we are 
training more people. There are many scholar-
ships too, especially when the state marked 50 
years. We have chosen Canada for scholarship 
destination. The reason is to ensure that they 
come back with ability to create wealth and 
jobs for others. Our idea is not to create pockets 
of rich youths but centres of wealth to spread to 
others,” he explained.

Understanding the Belema Model: Many 
are now scrambling to grapple with the full 
appreciation of the model. According to a pre-
sentation on the matter, the model is indicated 
as a world-class sustainable community engage-
ment philosophy which has evolved through 
Belemaoil’s understanding and desire to change 
the narrative in company- host community 

relationship and management. The overall aim 
is to return the joy that oil activities provoked 
in the communities and to use the same oil that 
has broken the spirit of the oil region to rebuild 
the region and restore happiness and harmony.

“We will do this through community inclu-
siveness which to us is the fundamental basis 
for the success of our operations. And, this is our 
brand identity. Our social performance philoso-
phy is the outcome of increased engagement 
with our community stakeholders with a clear 
objective of strengthening and nurturing a sus-
tained mutually beneficial relationship with the 
communities. Our aim is to ensure community 
stakeholders benefit more from our operations 
in their respective areas via increased patronage 
from opportunities relating to our operations 
while minimising any negative impact and thus 
win the trust of the host communities,” Belema 
Oil boss said.

According to him, “We have a clear un-
derstanding of the 18 communities located in 
three local council areas of Rivers State and the 
Belema model is designed to run on business 
corridor groupings along Kula, Oko, Idama, Inda, 
Jokka, and Abuloma/Okujagu/Okuru business 
corridors. The structure provides for two levels 
of governance for now, thus, The Business 
Corridor management board [BCMB] and the 
Community Interface Committee [CIC].”

The projects that would run in the com-
munities under the model are designed to 
restore human dignity to our abandoned host 
communities. They include potable water of 
international standards, electricity that may 
be powered with gas, medical facilities, school 
construction (equipping, supporting with 
community teacher’s scheme), skill acquisition 
centers, ring roads networks, jetties dredging/
reclamation works, housing/guest homes for 
community income generation, etc.

He further explained that to create value in 
communities, “the model provides for endless 
training schemes that would ensure that the 
host communities would be first with skills. 
There would be 200 non-graduates to be trained 
in skilled & semi-skilled programmes for the 
next 5 years, 2018 – 2022. They are to be paid 
stipend (allowance), feeding & accommodation 
while on training, all with international certi-
fication in areas such as building construction, 
business support skills, electrical installation, 
ICT systems support, mechanical maintenance, 
refrigeration & air-conditioning, and catering 
and hospitality. Some of the critical skills our 
community youths would acquire include drill-
ing engineer, petroleum engineer, supervisor, 
work-over operator, brine/mud engineering, 
geo scientist, drilling water management, brine 
filtration, reservoir engineer, mud logging, tubu-
lar handling, solid control, and petro-physicist.”

 He also said that the “Traditional rulers of 
our host communities would have sustainable 
welfare packages while community contrac-
tors would become top agenda to support the 
growth and development of indigenous contrac-
tors capacity within our communities. Above 
all, there would be a robust scholarship scheme 
yearly of over 600 scholarships.

“The model however levies some responsi-
bilities on the communities including providing 
peaceful atmosphere to attract investments, 
protecting the environment and joining in the 
fight against pipeline vandalism. On this score, 
there would be recognitions and awards to com-
munities that excelled in this area.”

 The impact of the Belema Model is becoming 
a wildfire in the oil region. Youths now cluster 
around Tein Jr. and see him as a model, a man 
they can trust, a man that truly cares for them.

… Details with President Buhari, a strategic ally, lover of Niger Delta
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W
hen United Bank for 
Africa (UBA) Plc brought 
together its customers 
and financial journal-
ists at The Backyard Bar 

& Grill on Musa Yar’Adua Street, Victoria 
Island, Lagos on Thursday, January 11, 
2018 for the launch of its latest app, every-
one present at the event knew it had to be 
something revolutionary.

For a bank that has scored many firsts in 
the industry and is ranked among the top 
three banks in effective use of social media 
in Nigeria in a social media report by Alder 
Consulting; a bank that has invested heavily 
in building a robust and secure e-banking 
platform that supports its e-banking op-
erations globally through strategic partner-
ships with various local and international 
organizations, you could only expect the bar 
to keep going higher.

Beyond being active on Twitter, Face-
book, Youtube, Instagram, Google Plus, 
and also running a corporate blog, Africa’s 
global bank is continuously innovating 
and developing strategies aimed at making 
banking seamless and effortless for millions 
of its existing and potential customers, 
while also ensuring utmost safety of their 
transactions.

It was, therefore, not surprising that 
UBA would score yet another first with the 
introduction of Leo, an innovation that is 
capable of revolutionizing the way banking 
is done in Africa.

Leo, a UBA Chat Banking personality 
that enables the bank’s customers to make 
use of their social media accounts to carry 
out key banking transactions, comes as a 
solution developed with people’s lifestyles 
in mind.

With Leo, customers are able to open 
new accounts, receive instant transaction 
notifications, check their balances on the 
go, carry out money transfers and airtime 
top-up, pay for Uber, as well as perform 
other transactions like payment of bills, data 
top-up, mini-statements, loan applications, 
cheque confirmation, account freezing, 
among others right on their mobile phones.

Designed to work within the platforms 
people are already familiar with, Leo has 
already taken off on Facebook Messenger. 
In the nearest future, the app is expected to 
show up on other social media platforms 
and all it takes to enjoy the services is simply 
to have a Facebook account.

At the official launch of Leo in Lagos, 
Kennedy Uzoka, Group Managing Director/
CEO, UBA Plc, explained that Leo, being an 
intelligent personality, will give customers 
instant feedback as they transact their busi-
ness on the platform, describing it as “a solu-
tion that is from the customer’s standpoint 
which is easy to use by anyone regardless 
of your career”.

How UBA’s Leo is changing 
the face of e-banking

Kennedy Uzoka, GMD/CEO, United Bank for Africa (UBA) Plc, addressing customers, staff and journalists during the launch of Leo, the bank’s Chat Banking 
Personality, in Lagos.

“The formulation of this product is con-
sistent with the bank’s customer-first phi-
losophy, where we are doing things not the 
way we like but exactly what the customers 
want, where they want it, and in the exact 
platform they want,” Uzoka said.

“And so, we have been working with 
technology giants from around the world 
because for UBA with so many customers, 
we have to deal with those who have the 
global capacity. Therefore, we at UBA 
have collaborated with Facebook to come 
up with this. In future, Leo will show up 
with other platforms. All you need to do 
is to have an account with Facebook,” he 
said.

Highlighting some of the advantages 
of using the app, Uzoka said the chat 
language is elementary, and Leo can even 
help one remember what he or she needs 
to do at every particular point in time. On 
security of the platform, he said that Chat 
Banking with Leo does not elevate the risk 
already available.

“You do not need to learn to use it 
because it has always been part of your 
life. It is solution from customers’ point 
of view. Its greatest asset is its simplicity. 
Leo is an artificial intelligence. He will 
address all banking concerns. He should 
help pay for everything but you need to 
have an account with UBA to transact with 
Leo,” Uzoka said.

“This is the first time that a financial 
institution in Africa has come up with this 

manner of solution to simplify the way cus-
tomers transact, something that has become 
necessary in today’s fast-paced world with 
demands for quick-time transactions and 
response,” he said.

He expressed belief that with the huge 
number of customers the bank has as well 
as its growing customer base in all the 19 
countries of operation, customers would be 
served using modern and forward-looking 
technology.

Austine Abolusoro, group head, Online 
Banking, UBA Plc, who took UBA custom-
ers and journalists present through a step-
by-step demonstration on how to make use 
of Facebook chat function to enjoy seamless 
banking services through chat sessions, ex-
plained that Leo is not just a chat machine 
but an artificial intelligence service as well 
a personality meant to address any type of 
banking concern.

“Leo is ready and waiting to help with 
most transactions and to deliver any form of 
banking services. Leo is operating a lifestyle 
banking platform on Facebook Messenger 
to assist with your transactions while 
chatting with your friends and business 
partners,” Abolusoro said.

“The security with this platform is that 
for every transaction, an OTP (One Time 
Password) is generated to the phone number 
that is registered on the account,” he said.

He explained further that to open an 
account and enjoy the chat banking advan-
tage, the prospective customer just needs to 

log on to the Facebook Messenger and open 
up chat with Leo, who then takes over the 
conversation by telling the customer what 
steps to take.

On security measures, he said the pro-
spective customer needs to provide a Bank 
Verification Number (BVN) and phone 
number that is linked to the BVN.

But there is a ceiling on the volume of 
transaction that can be done by customers, 
the bank said. Customers with low-key 
Know Your Customer (KYC) will transact 
to a limit of N50,000 daily, already existing 
customers can do N200,000 and N100,000 
in the first seven days even as the accounts 
can be upgraded to do higher transaction 
volumes.

“We are increasing customers’ happiness 
level with this product. We have brought 
banking to the chatroom,” Uzoka said.

No doubt, as e-banking continues to 
reshape the way bank customers carry out 
their financial transactions by providing 
24-hour services and saving customers 
the stress of joining long queues in banking 
halls, UBA Plc is leaving no stone unturned 
in its bid to not just keep up with technology 
but to always stay ahead of the game.

With eyes on the future, and conversant 
with the new trend in customer behaviour, 
the bank is constantly innovating, taking 
strategic steps to integrate more people 
into the digital financial services net, drive 
down cost of service, and build consumer 
confidence in digital platforms.

CHUKS OLUIGBO



T
he Rivers mass killer, 
Don Wanni of Omoku, 
has died but the echo 
of his death continues 
to reverberate and dis-

turb the living. Now, the state 
chairman of the People’s Demo-
cratic Party (PDP), Felix Obuah, 
has hit back saying those who 
mentioned him as a sponsor of 
the late mass killer were mere 
detractors.

Jerry Needam, a Port Har-
court-based journalist, in a de-
tailed article, said success attracts 
not good alone but evil attention. 
He said: “Ascribing the quality of 
a political enigma to the person 
of the chairman of PDP in Rivers 
State, Felix Obuah, not only in his 
native Ogba/Egbema/Ndoni Lo-
cal Government Area (ONELGA) 
but in Rivers State as a whole, 
may seem contrived to some, but 
it is unquestionably true when 
viewed in the context of his fame 
and popularity.”

And so, while dismissing their 
misleading and fabricated al-
legations, Obuah said: “The ac-
cusation against him by a section 
of the so-called Civil Society 
Groups and some members of the 
Orashi National Congress (ONC) 
after their kangaroo meeting at 
Omoku Civil Centre, Wednesday, 
January 17, 2018 of sponsoring 
the late notorious cultist, Don 
Wanni, is shocking, false, un-
founded and malicious”.

The State PDP boss described 
the accusation as yet another plot 
by the All Progressives Congress 
(APC) and his political detrac-
tors to drag his name to the mud 
to make way for their sinister 
plans ahead of the 2019 general 
election.

According to him, Obua’s 
emergence as the Executive 
Chairman of ONELGA in 2004 
signaled the beginning of an era 
as he took the political scene by 
storm and left a bold statement 
that the much-sought after ‘man 
of the people’ had at last materi-
alised in that LGA. 

Obuah’s nature, he added, 
typifies the sobriquet which 
translates to the futility of raising 
a voice against the lion.  Obuah, 
politically, is a lion in ONELGA, 
hence his opponents who are 
the weaker ‘animals’ quake and 
dread at his fame and popular-
ity.

He went on: “In line with the 
truism that success not only 
attracts friends and admirers, 
but also brings with it, foes 
whose primary preoccupation, 
regrettably would be to ‘Pull 
Him Down’ (PHD), Obuah who is 
presently the Sole Administra-
tor of Rivers State Waste Man-
agement Agency (RIWAMA) 
has not only been enjoying 
wide support from his army of 
friends, relations, supporters, 
political associates and aides; he 
has also on many fronts become 
the subject of unsubstantiated 
abuse, castigation and slander 
carried out by self-seeking, 
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jobless desperados and faceless 
political jobbers acting on the 
prompting of paymasters and 
political opponents.

“That quickly brings to mind 
one of these faceless hirelings 
who recently launched another 
smudging campaign against 
the person of the State PDP 
Chairman through a purported 
World Press Conference in 
which the group masquer-
aded as ‘Civil Society Groups in 
Orashi Region of Rivers State”.

Obuah chided what he de-
scribed as the “tele-guided so-
called” Orashi National Con-
gress members, all of them being 
APC card-carrying members, 
for turning their gathering at 
the Omoku Civic Centre into a 
jungle court for delivering un-
solicited judgment against him 
perceived as an enemy of their 
paymasters, describing them as 
a liability to humanity.

It’s also regrettable, Obuah, 
noted, that rather than join 
hands with the State Governor, 
Nyesom Wike, to fight insecuri-
ty in Ogba/Egbema/Ndoni Local 
Government Area (Onelga) and 
elsewhere in the State, the so 
called ONC members prefer tak-
ing sides with desperate power-
seekers to run down those who 
mean well for the people and 
those that have committed their 
time, energy and hard earned 
resources to build and develop 
Onelga while the real enemies 
of the people are being provided 
cover and glorified just for a pot 
of yam porridge.

Reassuring that he would not 
be deterred by the false and mali-
cious accusation, but will contin-
ue to ensure that Onelga people 

are liberated from the shackles 
of poverty and ignorance, Obuah 
said he has invested more than 
any other person in Onelga and 
cannot possibly turn around to 
promote insecurity or support 
any effort that will destroy his 
investments or his people for 
whom he has invested.

The State PDP chairman also 
noted that he too has been a 
victim of insecurity and other 
acts of lawlessness, with several 
attempts on his life during which 
he lost his police orderly and 
driver in one of such attacks.

In the recent New Year may-
hem, Obuah said he lost six of his 
relations in the senseless killing 
including his in-laws.

“I cannot but conclude that by 
this false accusation against me, 
my accusers are rather jubilating 
and celebrating over my pre-
dicament. Their actions are very 
understandable as none of them 
has any investment whatsoever 
in Onelga nor has invested in the 
welfare of the people.

“Otherwise, they should be 
sober and thankful to the secu-
rity agencies for helping to bring 
life back to normalcy in Onelga 
by killing Don Wanni and some 
of his gang members,” Obuah 
observed.

He wondered the wisdom in 
his accusers to have kept quiet 
while Don Wanni and his gang 
ravaged all the nooks and cran-
nies of Onelga while he lived only 
to speak out now he is gone, say-
ing their only fear was not to be 
exposed by the notorious cultist 
who was their hatch man.

Warning his “accusers and 
detractors” against treading the 
path of unreasonableness and 

danger, Obuah said all that is 
needed now is not “pointing fin-
gers and looking for scapegoat to 
satisfy the cravings of overzeal-
ous and power drunk politicians” 
but to join hands with the Wike 
administration and complement-
ing the efforts of the security 
agencies in sustaining the peace 
and security in Onelga and the 
state generally.

Obuah insisted he never knew 
who Don Wanni was until he 
saw his pictures after the amnes-
ty was granted to the repentant 
militants and cultists by the state 
government and had neither 
related nor supported him in 
any way.

“During the previous admin-
istration under Rotimi Amaechi, 
Don Wanni and his group had a 
field day, operated unchallenged 
and were readily used by that 
government and not until this 
present administration came up 
with the amnesty programme, 
Don Wanni would have re-
mained uncovered and commit-
ted APC member.

“These enemies of the people 
are at it again. They never sup-
ported the amnesty programme 
that exposed their hatchet men 
who are being trailed by security 
agencies and this is their sole rea-
son for wanting to incite another 
round of crisis in Onelga through 
these unfounded accusations 
against me,” he said.

Obuah had repeatedly alerted 
the world of alleged grand plots 
by the APC to malign him.

He said he would not be de-
terred in his quest to serve hu-
manity and be “the good neigh-
bour as entreated by our Lord and 
Savior, Jesus Christ”.  A wise pos-

ture though, given the fact that 
2019 is around the corner and the 
sycophants are up again working 
out their heads in mudslinging 
just to please their paymasters.

For Needam, some of them 
who were in touch with reality 
and having followed the anteced-
ents of Obuah, a philanthropist 
par excellence and selfless ser-
vant of God would not be silent in 
the face of flagrant misinforma-
tion and falsehood orchestrated 
by a group of people “whose angst 
would not be quelled on account 
that they lost the gubernatorial 
election in Rivers in 2015, hence 
the heavens must fall!”

According to the PDP faithful, 
“They adopted different tricks to 
pull down and rubbish the laud-
able paths which Governor Nye-
som Wike is treading, but they 
have failed in all their attempts 
to run Governor Wike down.  
They declared that the inroads 
being recorded in infrastructure 
and other sectors of the economy 
were mere completion of projects 
initiated by their leader, and for-
mer Governor Rotimi Amaechi, 
now Minister of Transportation.

“Again, their propaganda 
failed as Wike rather than being 
discouraged, swung into an infra-
structural blitz that has won him 
many national and international 
accolades.”

“They tried unsuccessfully to 
promote the narrative of insecu-
rity in Rivers State which was 
aimed at persuading the Federal 
Government to declare a state of 
emergency in the state, but they 
failed,” he added.

Having run out of lies and 
falsehood, they have turned 
to this infamous “Civil Society 
Group in Orashi Region” as a will-
ing tool, using the Don Wanni 
saga as their latest stunt. 

“Why is it that it is just this 
last one (Don Wanni) that the 
President would order to be 
killed?” retorted Governor Wike 
during a recent interview he had 
with a popular radio presenter 
in Port Harcourt, explaining 
that it was the Rivers State Gov-
ernment and not the Federal 
Government that funded the 
logistics and operation that led to 
the death of the notorious cultist 
kingpin.

They blabbered about the 
enormity of losses suffered by 
the Orashi region as a result of 
unwarranted killings which has 
been known to have predated 
the administration of Governor 
Wike. 

At the same radio programme 
mentioned above, Wike revealed 
among others the harrowing kill-
ings under the administration of 
Chibuike Rotimi Amaechi. 

“It is inconceivable that some-
one would make these invest-
ments in a place and for a people 
he never meant well for. It follows 
logically too that anyone who 
kicks against any individual or 
group that has demonstrated 
such commitment to his land 
and people is what my pastor re-
ferred to as ‘witch’ and deserved 
to be caged,” the governor had 
observed.
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T
he clouds appear to 
be gathering around 
President Muham-
madu Buhari  and 
the All Progressives 

Congress (APC) over the allega-
tions of non-performance and 
inability to redeem promises 
made during the electioneering 
in 2015.

Among other Nigerians who 
have verbalised their frustra-
tion, Olusegun Obasanjo, a 
former president, had issued a 
damning statement, in Abeo-
kuta, penultimate Tuesday, 
reeling out alleged incompe-
tence, nepotism, clannishness 
and corruption of President 
Muhammadu Buhari and the 
APC.

Obasanjo had urge d the 
president not to seek re-elec-
tion ahead of the 2019 general 
election.

Although Buhari has not 
made official his intention to 
seek re-election, the Obasanjo’s 
missive triggered a flurry of 
activities by differing politi-
cal groups and parties in the 
country in quick successions 
that seem to have coalesced 
into a huge opposition to the 
re-election bid of President Bu-
hari and the APC. On Thursday, 
January 25, 2018, about 30 po-
litical parties under the aegis of 
the Coalition for a New Nigeria 
(CNN) met in Abuja to marshal 
plans on how to dislodge the 
President and the ruling party.

The CNN, which announced 
its existence on July 24, 2017, 
said that President Buhari has 
failed to take decisive actions 
on the incessant killings across 
the country, the fuel short-
age that hit the country and 
the economic hardship ravag-
ing the country.  On Tuesday, 
January 30, the coalition met 
in Abuja to consolidate and 
strengthen their resolve to 
displace Buhari and the APC.

Some of the political parties 
in the coalition include Na-
tional Conscience Party (NCP), 
Africa Democratic Congress 
(ADC), Peoples Progressive Alli-
ance (PPA), Democratic People’s 
Congress (DPC) Labour Party 
(LP), People’s Party of Nigeria 
(PPN) and Action Allianc e 
(AA). Others are; Alliance for 
Democracy (AD) Democratic 
People’s Party (DPP), People’s 
Democratic Change (PDC) and  
Better Nigeria People’s Party 
(BNPP).

Others are National Action 
Council (NAC), United Demo-
cratic Party (UDP), and Demo-
cratic Alternative (DA).

Spokesperson of the coali-
tion, Tanko Yunusa, who is 
also the national chairman of 
the National Conscience Party 

(NCP), told a news conference 
that “this has become neces-
sary due the dynamic situation 
of our politics, which needs 
urgent intervention to save the 
country from anarchy and give 
direction for our democratic 
survival towards the 2019 gen-
eral election.”

Yunusa also told BDSUN-
DAY in an interview that Bu-

hari is not fit to continue as 
President, warning Nigerians 
not to make the mistake of re-
electing Buhari.

“There is no doubt that Bu-
hari has a right to contest the 
election but the truth is that 
strength, physical presence, 
ability to think outside the box 
and the capacity to think on 
how to rejuvenate this econ-
omy into practical terms that 

will be advantageous to the 
Nigerian people, have eluded 
President Buhari. He does not 
have that capacity any more 
therefore he should not push 
himself more than what he had 
already done,” he said.

He added that Buhari should 
be thinking of how to go and 
rest and give room to a younger 
person to take charge of Nige-
ria stressing that another four 

years under Buhari can be 
more ‘chaotic’ for Nigeria. He 
said further that those urging 
the president to run in 2019 do 
not mean well for Nigeria.

Now, there is another group 
that emerged from the blues 
but nevertheless formidable 
judging by the array of indi-
viduals within its folds- the Na-
tional Intervention Movement 
(NIM). They appear as radical in 
their position as they are force-
ful against the continuation 
of the APC even as they also 
rejected the main opposition 
party, the People’s Democratic 
Party (PDP).

NIM is clamouring for a 
“Third Force” a movement of 
national restoration, with fo-
cus on creating a new political 
paradigm to save the nation 
from its crisis of values by 
snatching power from the APC 
and the PDP. Although not yet 
a political party, NIM   is cur-
rently being led by OlisaAgba-
koba, a former president of the 
Nigerian Bar Association (NBA) 
and Jhalil Tafawa Balewa.

Other prominent members 
of the group include former 
Minister of Education and 
World Bank Vice-President, 
Oby Ezekwesili; former Cross 
River governor, Donald Duke; 
former Governor of Central 
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Bank of Nigeria (CBN) Charles 
Soludo; renowned economist 
and former presidential as-
pirant, Pat Utomi as well as 
former Vice President of Ni-
geria Labour Congress (NLC), 
IssaAremu.

NIM also parades notable 
names on its legal team, such 
as human rights activists, Femi 
Falana; constitutional lawyer, 
Mike Ozekhome as well as 
Femi Aborishade, Osagie Oba-
yuwana, Jiti Ogunye, Ebun 
Adegboruwa and Mohammed 
Fawehinmi.

…Obasanjo as the biggest 
threat to Buhari’s second term 
ambition

BDSUNDAY gathered that 
the biggest threat to Buhari’s 
ambition is a coalition being 
organised by former President 
Obasanjo. BusinessDay had 
reported a story based on the 
accounts of reliable political 
insider, who gave a prelude to 
Obasanjo’s statement and how 
the plots have matured to show 
President Buhari the exit door 
by major power brokers in the 
country, who the source said 
are fed up with Buhari’s deluge 
of misdeeds.

The source had told our cor-
respondent on Monday, Janu-
ary 22, a day before Obasanjo 
issued the statement that five 
prominent Nigerians,  who 
hold the political fortunes of 
the country under wraps have 
already made up their mind 
to  uns eat  Buhari  in  much 
the same way they bundled 
former President Goodluck 
Jonathan out  of  p ower in 
2015. He noted that the big 
cabal, led by the most senior 
member, Obasanjo, also has a 
former Minister of Defence, 
two former military leaders of 
the country and a former Na-
tional Security Adviser (NSA).

The former leaders accord-
ing to the report were said to 
be irked that while the coun-
try is suffering from general 
insecurity, pervasive econom-
ic hardship, corruption among 
other vic es,  Buhari has no 
clue as to how to address the 
crises and has consistently 

Buhari may also suffer al-
leged subterranean move being 
mounted by members of his 
own party the APC. A source, 
who preferred anonymity, told 
our correspondent that many 
of the party members are not 
happy with the way Buhari 
is running the government 
especially his lopsided appoint-
ments in favour of his Hausa/
Fulani ethnic group.

He cited the appointments 
in the security agencies, where 
virtually all the appointed heads 
are mostly northerners and al-
most all Muslims. He also cited 
the recent appointments in the 
Nigerian National Petroleum 
Corporation (NNPC), which 
heavily favoured the north.

“In the history of this nation, 
at no time did we have this kind 
nepotism practiced unapolo-

“There is no doubt that Buhari has a 
right to contest the election but the truth 
is that strength, physical presence, ability 

to think outside the box and the capac-
ity to think on how to rejuvenate this 
economy into practical terms that will 

be advantageous to the Nigerian people, 
have eluded President Buhari. He does not 
have that capacity any more therefore he 
should not push himself more than what 

he had already done”

remained aloof while the ship 
of the Nigerian state totters. 
They were said to be more 
enraged that while the people 
of Benue state were mourning 
73 people that were killed by 
suspected Fulani herdsmen, 
Buhari was busy entertain-
ing endorsement from seven 
governors urging him to run 
for reelection in 2019. That 
level of insensitivity is unbe-
lievable the source said.

Then the picture became 
clearer on Tuesday, January 
23, when Obasanjo released 
the statement accusing Buhari 
of nepotism and unprecedent-
ed level of clannishness. He 
said “the lice of poor perfor-
mance in government – pover-
ty, insecurity, poor economic 
management, nepotism, gross 
dereliction of duty, c ondo-
nation of mis de e d – if  not 
outright encouragement of it, 
lack of progress and hope for 
the future, lack of national co-
hesion and poor management 
of internal political dynamics 
and widening inequality are 
still with us today.”

He further accused Buhari 
of causing disaffection in the 
c ountry with his  div is ive 
polices and lopsided appoint-
ments, adding that the presi-
dent has lost the capacity to 
c ontinue as  president and 
advised him not to seek re-
election in 2019.

Obasanjo has swung into 
action where he was said to 
have started mobilising poli-
ticians and other Nigerians 
to sign on to his Coalition for 
Nigeria project, to stop Presi-
d e n t  Mu h a m m a d u  Bu h a ri 
from being re-elected.

As at  Friday last  we ek, 
about seven governors and 
25 senators are said to have 
keyed into the Obasanjo ‘res-
cue proje ct ’  and a massive 
strategy is in place for a mass 
movement away from the rul-
ing All Progressives Congress 
(APC), and his former party, 
the People’s Democratic Party 
(PDP), which he described as 
“wobbling” and unfit to run 
Nigeria.

Although, the Minister of 
Information, Lai Mohammed, 
has  issue d a  statement  to 
refute the Obasanjo bomb-
shell when he reeled out the 
achievements of the Buhari 
government in different areas, 
the PDP in a reaction by its 
National Publicity Secretary, 
Kola Ologbondiyan, berated 
the government for bandying 
development figures that are 
not reflecting in any positive 
ways in the country citing 
the widespread, hunger, in-
security, unemployment and 
nepotism of the Buhari ad-
ministration as evidence of the 
‘failures’ of the  government. 
He said that his party is open 
to alliance with other political 
parties to unseat Buhari in 2019

… Internal bickering in APC 
that may destroy Buhari

getically by a Nigerian leader, 
who came to power using a 
national platform. This kind of 
attitude will surely not help the 
President and he has to address 
the matter before it is too late,’’ 
he said.

The battle of wits, the ma-
nipulations and maneuvers 
have already suffused the po-
litical landscape of the country 
especially the seeming intermi-
nable forces being fused to stop 
Buhari in 2019. How Buhari 
survives these even with the 
enormous power of incum-
bency at his disposal would 
most likely be premised on his 
change of attitude to run more 
inclusive government and to 
address the pervasive hunger, 
unemployment, insecurity as 
the statistics are surely not kind 
to him.   



Acrimony in Edo APC ahead of LG poll
…Members decry alleged imposition of candidates

W
hen Edo State Gover-
nor, Godwin Obaseki 
on December 18, 2017 
set the ball rolling for 
the conduct of elec-

tions into the 18 local government coun-
cils with a letter of request to the state 
House of Assembly for the confirmation 
of seven-man nominees into Edo State 
Independent Electoral Commission 
(EDSIEC), not many prospective political 
office seekers on the platform of the All 
Progressives Congress read in-between 
the lines that the processes to the electoral 
contest would be an uphill tasks.

Developments since then have scaled 
up with the confirmation of the nomi-
nees, passage of the amendment of the 
Edo State Local Government Electoral 
Law and the establishment of the Edo 
State Independent Electoral Commission 
on December 12, 2017 by the House of 
Assembly, swearing-in of the nominees 
by the state governor on December 
21, 2017 and the release of elections 
guidelines and dates by the electoral 
commission.

But the unsuspecting prospective 
aspirants were however, disappointed 
when the state chapter of the party in 
a general meeting with leaders of the 
18 local government areas, presided 
over by the state chairman of the party, 
Anselm Ojezua and Governor Obaseki 
represented by Patrick Obahiagbon an-
nounced strict conditions that would-be 
aspirants must fulfil to be eligible for the 
election.

Ojezua, who announced the condi-
tions, said eligible aspirants, must have 
his or her ward in the 2018 governor-
ship election in the state, and that all 
former councillors, local government 
council chairmen and other political 
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IDRIS UMAR MOMOH, Benin office holders in the administration of lo-
cal government have been banned from 
participating in the election.

He said the decision was taken in the 
best interest of the administration of 
Local Government Councils in the state 
and that on-going reforms in revenue 
collection introduced by the state to make 
Local Government Councils self-reliant, 
and are able to pay their salaries, are not 
disrupted.

“We have emphasised the issue of 
qualification in our party guidelines to 
aspirants as stipulated in the Constitution 
of the Federal Republic of Nigeria.

“Our constitution allows us to deter-
mine issues by consensus and leaders 
arrived by consensus on those that they 
want to contest, we cannot stop them. 
The only thing is that nobody has come 
to us and been refused form. Whatever 
they arrived at; we will do primaries and 
all the aspirants must go through screen-
ing”, he said.

This development, led to protests by 
some of the party chieftains who felt that 
the directives was a calculated desire to 
send them into political oblivion as well 
as an act of ingratitude for several years 
of contributions to the electoral success 
of the party particularly in the last 2016 
gubernatorial election that brought the 
incumbent government to power.

They threatened to right the perceived 
wrong and challenge the military-like in-
justice in the law court, stating that elec-
tion was always the avenue to appreciate 
and compensate political leaders for their 
contributions to the party, especially after 
the total victory.

They said since everyone cannot be 
appointed into state executive council; 
local government, committees and board 
membership of state-owned parastatals 
are geared towards compensations of 
chieftains and supporters.

the local government elections fixed for 3, March 
2018,” Egharevba said.

According to him, “Some are even saying that 
the governor has said this or that, but Governor 
Godwin Obaseki has made it very clear from the 
beginning on the dichotomy between the party 
and the government; that governance should be 
left to the government and the running of the 
party to party leaders.

“The alleged barring of past political leaders is 
not true and it will not be true. Those spreading 
the rumours are trying to introduce draconian, 
criminal and military politics into the APC. They 
are trying to cause disaffection within the party.”

“Governor Godwin Obaseki as a democrat 
will not accept this and we have been very 
happy with him because he is doing very well. 
If those spreading the rumours have collected 
money from people, they should return the 
money to them,” he further said.

In his opinion, “All political masquerades must 
be rooted from the party; they have no excuse 
to do what they are doing; it is just an alibi for 
them to perpetrate their criminal tendencies on 
the party. There is no law which says because 
you have held political position in the past, you 
cannot contest the election.”

Following the protests by the chieftains, the 
state leadership of the party, swiftly reversed the 
decision to ban former chairmen and councillors 
from the Local Government elections as well as 
to forestall the likely litigations that may follow 
the electoral process.

To worsen the situation, prospective aspirants 
were allegedly advised by top chieftains of the 
party not to collect nomination forms as people 
have already been anointed for the various elec-
tive positions across the 18 local councils for the 
position of chairmen and 192 ward councillors 
in the state.

The reality of the alleged directives, however, 
played itself out during the intense period of 
politicking for the party’s primary.

In Egor Local Government Area, one Osaretin 
George-Izevbuwa was collectively endorsed by 
the local government leaders, executives and 

I have been receiving 
complaints from con-

cerned members of the 
APC from across the state 
about what is happening 
in our party. Some people 
have been spreading ru-
mours that former local 
government chairmen, 

councillors and ex-politi-
cal office holders will not 
contest the local govern-

ment elections fixed for 3, 
March 2018

One of the chieftains of the party to 
openly express disdain for the party’s per-
ceived draconian directives was Michael 
Egharevba, of Oredo Local Government 
Area.

Egharevba, who described the direc-
tives as rumour, advised aspirants who 
have already collected nomination forms 
to fill them and submit same to the ap-
propriate party’s secretariat.

“I have been receiving complaints 
from concerned members of the APC 
from across the state about what is hap-
pening in our party. Some people have 
been spreading rumours that former local 
government chairmen, councillors and 
ex-political office holders will not contest 
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If she defeats me, so be 
it, I will work with her. 
But I am surprised that 

the same democracy 
that brought this gov-
ernment into power 

today is not being prac-
tised. That is why I am 

totally embarrassed

ward chairmen as a sole candidate.
The resolution for the endorsement dated 

January 9, 2018 was allegedly signed by Lucky 
Imaseun, former deputy governor of the state; 
Gentleman Amegor, APC Edo South senatorial 
leader; Crosby Eribo, leader of APC in Egor and 
member, House of Assembly; Paul Ohonbamu, 
commissioner for Information and Orientation; 
Osion Olaye, deputy leader, APC in Egor; Benja-
min Omoregieva Egor Local Government Area 
chairman and all ward chairmen.

Governor Godwin Obaseki; Secretary to the 
State Government, Osarodion Ogie; Special Ad-
viser to the governor on political matters, Osaro 
Idah; and Chairman, APC, Edo state, Anselm 
Ojezua were all copied in the resolution.

But in the space of two weeks, the endorse-
ment of Izevbuwa was reversed in favour 
of Eghe Ogbemudia, the daughter of the late 
Samuel Ogbemudia, who was two-time gover-
nor of the defunct Midwest and Bendel state.

The endorsement of Ogbemudia came to the 
fore on January 24, during the primary elec-
tions at the party’s secretariat in Egor, when 
Lucky Imaseun read a six-point resolution 
endorsing her.

He stated that after deliberations it was re-
solved that by the adoption of Eghe Ogbemudia, 
as APC candidate for Egor, the issue of official 
government council candidacy has been per-
petually put to rest, and listed those who signed 
the resolution.

The endorsement however, did not go down 
well with Efe Stewart, one of the aspirants who 
insisted that there must be primary election 
based on open-secret-ballot.

Stewart’s rejection of the leaders’ decision 
resulted in a free-for-all in which he was beaten 
and his suit torn by suspected loyalists of the 
party in the locality, before he was whisked 
away by officials of the State Security Service.

Anti-mobile policemen from the Ogida Di-
visional Headquarters and those from Okhoro 
division were drafted to the scene to forestall 
further breakdown of law and order.

Speaking with newsmen, Stewart said the 
party leaders in the locality were out to deny 
him the right to contest the party primary 
because he openly spoke against selection, im-
position and consensus.

“I am a chairmanship aspirant. This is my 
nomination form. I also applied to contest in this 
chairmanship primary election in the Egor lo-

cal government council, but, surprisingly 
when I got here, the local government 
APC secretariat, venue of the primary 
election, the leaders of the party in the 
local government were telling me differ-
ent stories.

“I thought as an aspirant, I should be 
carried along. That we should adhere 
strictly to the constitution of the party by 
getting ourselves involved in the primary 
by way of open-secret-ballot as stated 
in the party’s constitution. But, I was 

and contest and not by imposition. They 
have directed that the person of Eghe 
Ogbemudia should be the candidate of the 
party at the end of the day. They are not 
disputing that fact but I am insisting that 
there should be primary election.

“If she defeats me, so be it, I will work 
with her. But I am surprised that the same 
democracy that brought this government 
into power today is not being practised. 
That is why I am totally embarrassed,” he 
lamented.

The hullabaloo that greeted the pri-
mary was not only limited to Egor Local 
Government. In Owan East Local Govern-
ment Area, party members held parallel 
primaries resulting in the emergence of 
two chairmanship candidates.

The primary, which was attended by 
delegates from 10 wards in the locality, 
held in Afuze, the administrative head-
quarters of the council, produced Victor 
Ohionsumua, while the one which held 
at Warrake attended by only one ward 
produced Andrew Osigwe.

The leaders accused the state deputy 
governor, Philip Shaibu of purportedly 
hijacking the Owan East Local Govern-

ment Area primary election.
According to them, Emmanuel Agbale, 

commissioner for Science and Technol-
ogy, the returning officer of the council, 
never visited the venue but instead he, in 
company of Philip Shaibu went to War-
rake ward 11, to declare Andrew Osigwe 
the winner with only the vote of ward 
11, Warrake.

They further said that councillors from 
ward 1 to 10 who were also duly nomi-
nated have their names replaced by the 
purported Warrake primary conducted 
by the commissioner and the deputy 
governor.

They however, urged the leadership 
of the party in the state to put an end to 
undemocratic practices allegedly per-
petuated by the deputy governor before 
the party is immersed in serious crisis, 
noting that impunity must not be allowed 
to stand.

In Esan West Local Government, the 
primary could not hold as aspirants failed 
to come to a compromise to settle for one 
candidate. This resulted in the matter 
being referred to the state secretariat for 
the leadership to resolve.

surprised that they want to deny me the 
right to contest the primary.

“They are now calling for my arrest. 
They want to use government machiner-
ies or apparatus to oppose me. But, I am 
going to cry out for the whole world, that 
my fundamental right is being violated 
for coming out to participate in an elec-
toral process. I am ready to pursue this 
matter to a logical conclusion because it 
is my right.

“I have been a member of this party 
for the past 12 years. But my only sin 
was saying that we should go to the field 
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Ugwuanyi, Ekweremadu collaborate for rural development in Enugu communities

I
n the field of play, good 
teams are known for their 
beautiful coordination 
and scoring ability. This is 
playing out in Enugu State 

between Ifeanyi Ugwuanyi, 
governor and Ike Ekweremadu, 
deputy Senate president, who 
have decided to form a strong 
team for peace and development 
in the state, particularly in the 
rural areas.

The relationship has turned 
out to be a huge blessing to the 
people of Enugu West senato-
rial zone in the area of develop-
ment, considering the interest 
shown by the governor in the 
infrastructure development of 
the zone.

At the inauguration of Enugu 
West People’s Forum, Ugwuanyi 
pledged N1billion to assist the 
zone in the provision of some 
basic developmental projects. 
Some of the projects earmarked 
by the forum include rural roads, 
water boreholes, rural electric-
ity, youth and women empower-
ment programmes.

The forum was born out of 

Regis Anukwuoji, enugu

a desire to unite and aggre-
gate the interests of all the sec-
tions which constitute Enugu 
West Senatorial Zone, namely 
Awgu, Aninri, Oji-River, Udi 
and Ezeagu Local Government 
Areas to foster development 
that will attract investors to 
these areas.

Also at the forum, Ekwer-
emadu provided a water drilling 
rig with a capacity of drilling 
600 meters; it was ‘tagged Enugu 
west water for all programmes’.

The equipment, which costs 
millions of Naira, was procured 
for the provision of portable 
water in all communities in the 

zone; as portable water has be-
come a persistent challenge in all 
the five local government areas.

The duo had earlier promised 
to take development to the rural 
areas to create more cities to de-
congest Enugu metropolis and 
also attract investors.

The governor kick-started 
the programme within his first 
two years in office by “changing 
the face of Nsukka town” with 
various infrastructure develop-
ments, ranging from dualisation 
of existing roads to creating new 
ones, provision of portable wa-
ter, street lights which restored 
night life in the area. 

Despite the fact that Enugu 
West had produced some mili-
tary governors and even the 
immediate past governor of the 
state, the zone is still lagging 
behind when compared with 
the other two senatorial zones.

All the LGAs that made up the 
zone have little or no govern-
ment presence and that is why 
most of their financial transac-
tions are still done in Enugu city. 
A place like Awgu, one of the old-
est local councils cannot boast of 
a commercial bank; a situation 

that places the civil servants 
and local government workers 
at a serious risk of transacting 
business.

Ugwuanyi has completed 
more than 37 projects in vari-
ous rural communities in the 17 
local government areas of the 
state within two years in office. 
A greater part of the projects 
are road construction which to 
a large extent demonstrated his 
love for rural development.

One major product the gover-
nor seriously improved on was 
the Visit Every Communities 
(VEC) programme, where com-
munities are allowed to choose 
priority projects they would like 
the government to do for them. 
The governor, despite the poor 
economic situation of Nigeria, 
approved N10 million projects in 
each community in the state and 
had released N5 million to each 
to kick-start the projects.

He has equally started a face 
lift at Aki na Ukwa junction in 
Awgu Local Government Area, 
the gateway to South-South 
as a step to improve the basic 
structures in the council area to 
attract investors.

Ugwuanyi

CITAD cautions FG against move to 
monitor social media posts

C
entre for Information Tech-
nology and Development 
(CITAD) has cautioned gov-
ernment against move to 

monitor Social Media posts, noting 
that the rising incidences of hate 
speech in Nigeria was caused pri-
marily by the unfair distribution 
of dividends of democracy.

Instead of the current move, the 
Kano-based Non-Governmental 
Organisation (NGO) wants the Mu-
hammadu Buhari administration 
to develop a more coordinated and 
dynamic method of tackling the 
root causes of hate speech across 
the country.

Yunusa Ya`u, executive director 
of the NGO, made this call in Bau-
chi, while responding to questions 
from BDSUNDAY, at the end of a 
one-day workshop organised by 
the group to evaluate the imple-
mentation of the peace-build-
ing initiatives being executed in 
some schools in Northern Nigeria 
through the support of MacArthur 
Foundation.

Ya`u noted that rather than 
monitoring social media alone, 
government should aggressively 
embark on addressing the various 
outcries of perceived marginalisa-
tion raised by the groups fueling 
hate speech.

The NGO also acknowledged 
that it was the failure of the gov-
ernment to fairly deal with issues, 
such as, fight against corruption, 
mounting poverty, as well as, what 
it described as slowness to manage 

communal conflicts, among other 
factors, that are responsibility for 
the worsening incidence of hate 
speech in the country.           

It would be recalled that the 
Buhari administration at a meet-
ing with security chiefs ordered 
security agencies to commence the 
monitoring of Social Media posts of 
prominent Nigerians.

The directive was one of the 
measures adopted by the admin-
istration to tackle the propagation 
of hate speech, especially through 
social media, which CITAD/ Ma-
cArthur Foundation is trying to dis-
courage through implementation of 
its peace-building project.

President Buhari at the security 
meeting held at the Presidential 
Villa in Abuja, had noted that the 
rising trend of hate speech on social 
media in Nigeria, was worrisome.

“Relevant security agencies 
should as a matter of urgency tackle 
the propagation of hate speeches 
through the social media, particu-
larly by some notable Nigerians,” 
Dan Ali, Nigeria’s minister of De-
fence, said.

In the same vein, Ya`u identified 
factors, such as low understanding 
of the danger of hate speech, the 
growing culture of intolerance, in 
addition to heavy deployment of 
hate speech by religious leaders 
as factors driving the escalation of 
the trend.

Going forward, he suggested 
that as a matter of urgency, govern-
ment should establish a National 
Commission for Peace that would 
be charged with the mandate of 
promoting peace building among 
Nigerians.

AdeolA AjAkAiye, kano  

Ekweremadu

U
tutu Youths Association 
has distanced itself from 
the campaign against 
Uko Ndukwe Nkole, rep-

resenting Arochukwu/Ohafia Fed-
eral constituency in the National 
Assembly by a group of persons 
from Ututu ward in Arochukwu 
Local Government Area of the state.

A statement by the Association 
signed by Isaac Okorie, its chairman 
said: “Our attention has been drawn 
to series of spurious campaign of 
calumny against our illustrious son/
ancestral brother, Hon. Uko Nkole, 

member representing Arochukwu-
Ohafia Federal constituency, Abia 
State by Dr. Philip Nto, provost, 
Abia State College of Education 
(ASECTA), Arochukwu; one Cletus 
Nwankwo, (Philip Nto’s PA ) and 
Obinna Nwankwo, former chair-
man, PDP Arochukwu LGA.”

According to Okorie, “Ututu 
Youths Association hereby dissoci-
ates itself from the campaign of cal-
umny against the federal legislator 
representing Arochukwu-Ohafia 
Federal constituetituency, Hon. 
Uko Nkole.”

Meanwhile, Ututu youths in the 
state have expressed their support 
for Nkole’s continuity ambition 

Abia group distances self from campaign against lawmaker
udokA Agwu, umuahia

K
ogi State House of Assem-
bly has tacitly rejected Lo-
cal Government Council 
autonomy as proposed by 

the National Assembly in the on-
going constitutional amendment.

Speaking to the House on 
Wednesday, Prince Matthew Ko-
lawole, speaker, who doubles as 
chairman,  however, submitted 
section 162 of the Constitution to 
the House Committee on Local 
Government for public hearing, 
saying it adopted the alteration of 
its financial autonomy as contained 
in sections 121 “3” (a, b,) of the 1999 
constitution as  (amended ).

Hassan Bello Abdullahi, Major-
ity Leader, member representing 
Ajaokuta state constituency while 
presenting the bill for debate said 
that members should vote for, or 
against, the fifteen items slated for 
alteration in the Constitution, dis-
closing to them the pending petition 
against the LGA autonomy by the 
Nigeria Union of Teachers (NUT) 
Kogi State chapter.

Adopting section 12 unani-
mously, the House voted against 
altering section 82 (a & b) 12 (a 
& b) which seek to prune down 
from six to three months in which 
expenditures shall be made from 
the previous budget before the 
passage of the new budget. Sec-
tion 7 (a & b) 318, part 1 of the fifth 

Kogi House of Assembly passes 2018 LGA appropriation bill

VictoRiA nnAkiAike, lokoja

in 2019, for equity demands that 
Arochukwu LGA completes her 
tenure of another four years based 
on existing rotational accord with 
Ohafia LGA that has done eight 
straight years.

schedule to strengthen the local 
administration was also stepped 
down even as the independent 
candidacy was thrown out. The 
House also passed 21 Local Gov-
ernment Councils’ Appropriation 
Bill for 2018 and adjourned till 
February 27, 2018.

In his reaction to the develop-
ment, Comrade Adeyemi Tade, 
chairman, Kogi State chapter of 
Nigeria Union of Teachers (NUT), 
promised to mobilized his member 
and lover of Democracy across the 
state for the public hearing on the 
amendment even as he said he is 
confident that the members who 
are honourables would do the 
needful to respecting the will of 
the people.

Nkole

…Tacitly reject council autonomy
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M
r. Speaker Yakubu 
Dogara, I salute 
you again and 
wish to bring to 
your notice that 

one of the recently dissolved Ad-
hoc Committee chaired by one of 
the most youthful Parliamentar-
ians in the National Assembly, 
since inception, Raphael Nnana-
Igbokwe (APC-Imo) has recorded 
a major feat during the matter 
days of his service. The news 
came barely 48 hours before 
you directed that the Committee 
should have submitted its report. 
I actually subscribed to the reso-
lution passed and adopted by the 
House considering the inordinate 
and complacent attitude of quite 
a number of the Standing and 
Ad-hoc Committees to discharge 
their responsibilities as mandat-
ed by the House. However, this 
is an exceptional case at hand. I 
am strongly convinced that the 
Nnana-Igbokwe’s committee 
has dine pretty well and satis-
factorily during the coverage of 
his activities and engagements 
which led to the refund of the 
$30 million by unnamed oil mar-
keters who collected forex from 

Central Bank of Nigeria (CBN) 
prior to the lingering nationwide 
fuel scarcity, but diverted the 
fund. I recall that the CBN and 
other regulatory authorities 
were the invited to appear be-
fore the Ad-hoc Committee the 
same week Nnana-Igbokwe was 
asked to do the needful. I don’t 
want to sound as mouthpiece for 
the Imo lawmaker, but I strongly 
believe Mr. Speaker can wave 
the red card for him to conclude 
the exercise which I’m optimistic 
is already yielding fruits  will be 
beneficial to the ordinary man 
on the street and of course help 
to address the recurring cases 
of fuel scarcity, among others. 
Summarily, Nnana-Igbokwe 
has something to deliver, Mr. 
Speaker.

Also reflecting on the report 
of the House Committee on Pen-
sion on the bill which seeks to 
amend the Pension Reform Act, 
2014, with the views to exempt 
five paramilitary agencies and 
Economic and Financial Crimes 
Commission (EFCC) from Con-
tributory Pension Scheme, I wish 
to objectively noted that the 
better days await Nigeria, only if 

issues of national importance are 
taken this serious and sustained! 
No doubt, individual interests 
and perception must give way 
for public interest for Nigeria to 
move forward. Taking from the 
views expressed by relevant 
stakeholders who converged at 
the public hearing on the bill, 
no one needs a sooth-Sayer to 
understand that the intent of 
that bill can best be described as 
economically suicidal. Imagine 
Nigeria losing the gains of esti-
mated N7 trillion fund accrued 
into the CPS account, and its im-
plications on the fragile Nigerian 
economy which supposedly has 
just came out of recession! I recall 
vividly that all the stakeholders 
who spoke at the public hearing 
on the proposed amendment to 
the Pension Reform Act, 2014, 
namely: Nigeria Labour Con-
gress and Trade Union Congress 
(TUC); Nigerian Employers Con-
sultative Association (NECA); 
Pension Fund Operators As-
sociation of Nigeria (PENOP); 
National Insurance Commission 
(NAICOM); Securities and Ex-
change Commission (SEC); Board 
of Certified Pension Institute of 

Nigeria (CPIN), vehemently op-
posed the intendment of the bill.

According to PenCom, as at 
July 2017, the total assets of 
Nigeria’s pension industry stood 
at N6.9 trillion with an average 
monthly contributions of N30 
billion, also equivalent to about 
six percent of Nigerian debased 
GDP as at 31st December, 2016.

While not trying to crucify 
the known and unknown play-
ers in the cause of getting the bill 
into the public space, I want to 
urge the House to be more sen-
sitive and vigilant on sensitive 
issues that could trigger another 
socio-economic crisis for our 
dear nation.

On the other hand, I wish to 
note that the ongoing 2017/2018 
budget defence will be incon-
clusive without making public 
the details of the N125 billion 
proposed for National Assem-
bly in the 2018 budget proposal 
submitted by President Muham-
madu Buhari. The media was 
a washed last year when the 
leadership of the Federal Leg-
islature made public its budge 
details, thereby breaking over 
20 yeas jinx. Before then, Na-

tional Assembly’s budget details 
and implementation have been 
shrouded in secrecy, and giving 
room for suspicion. But I think 
that gesture  which reflated 
public confidence in the Legisla-
tive arm of government which 
also serves as symbol of democ-
racy should be sustained. Rather 
than failing to carry through, 
like the 2017 budget, the Na-
tional Assembly should do like 
other arms of government by 
defending their budget publicly 
and the level of implementation. 
This will help to justify whether 
or not, there’s need for addi-
tional fund or orherwise. Never 
forget, the clamour to reduce the 
high cost of governance is not 
negotiable!

The uncelebrated cheering news on recovery 
of $30m forex allocation to oil marketers

AssemblyWatch
From the Red Chamber

With 

OWEDE AGBAJILEKE

From the Green House
With 

KEHINDE AKINTOLA

W
h e n  a n d 
where will 
the Senate 
c o n v e n e 
the much-

publicised National Security 
Summit? This is a puzzle the 
Senate leadership is trying to 
solve following rejection of 
Aso Rock Presidential Villa, 
venue of the proposed event.

Majority of senators re-
jected Presidential Villa as 
venue for the summit earlier 
proposed for last week on the 
grounds that since the Ex-
ecutive failed to live up to its 
responsibilities by taking de-
cisive action on the farmers-
herdsmen conflict, it would 
amount to hypocrisy for the 
same arm of government to 
take the shine off the Legisla-
tive arm of government.

The two-day event was 
earlier billed for Thursday, 
February 1 and Monday, Feb-
ruary 5, 2018.

Lawmakers  who made 
their decision known during 
a closed meeting held before 
the commencement of Tues-
day’s plenary session, insisted 
that the Summit must be held 
at the International Confer-
ence Centre (ICC), Abuja.

This position is however, in 
sharp contrast with the plan 
by the Senate leadership to 
hold the security summit at 
the Banquet Hall of the State 
House.

At the closed door ses-
sion, Senate President Bukola 
Saraki was said to have tried 
in vain to persuade lawmak-
ers to allow the event to hold 
at the State House for Presi-
dent Muhammadu Buhari to 
deliver an address.

A Senator disclosed in con-
fidence that it was the opin-
ion of majority of Senators 
that the President should be 
advised to move to the ICC to 
deliver his address or forget 
attending the summit.

Following the inability of 
the Senate leadership to re-
solve the impasse, the event 
suffered an indefinite post-
ponement.

It was however gathered 
that lawmakers’  de cision 
against holding the Summit 
at the State House was not 
unconnected with the embar-
rassment the principal offi-
cers suffered in October 2017 
when they were prevented 
by securty men from entering 
the Villa for a dinner with the 

President.
The principal  offic ers , 

who were at the Villa on 
the invitation of President, 
were stopped at the Pilot 
Gate.  When the National 
Assembly leadership led by 
the President of the Senate 
and Speaker of the House of 
Representatives arrived the 
Villa in a coaster bus some 
minutes after 8 p.m that day, 
security agents at the gate 
insisted that they must all 
come down from the bus and 
they refused.

However in a bid to man-
age the situation created by 
the refusal by senators to 
allow the Summit to be held 

that the earlier press release 
announcing the holding of 
the Summit on February 1 
and 5, 2018, should not be 
published and disclosed that 
there were similar assign-
ments holding at the same 
time, the second release at-
tributed the shift in date to 
the burial of former Vice 
President, Alex Ekwueme.

The lingering face-off be-
tween the Presidency and 
National Assembly assumes 
a new dimension each pass-
ing day. Last week, the Sen-
ate insisted that it would not 
confirm the nomination of 
members of the Monetary 
Policy Committee (MPC) of 
the Central Bank of Nigeria 
(CBN) until President Muham-
madu Buhari removes Ibra-
him Magu as Acting Chair-
man of the Economic and 
Financial Crimes Commission 
(EFCC).

Besides the President’s 
request on confirmation of 
MPC nominees of the CBN, 
over 40 nominees are pending 
at the Senate. They include: 
heads and board members of 
the Economic and Financial 
Crimes Commission (EFCC), 
Pension Commission (Pen-
Com), Independent Corrupt 
Practices and other related 
offences Commission (ICPC), 
National Lottery Regulatory 
Commission (NLRC), Federal 
Roads Maintenance Agency 
(FERMA) among others.

Like the proverbial bird 

that learnt to fly without 
perching following the hunt-
er’s ability to shoot without 
missing, both the Executive 
and the Legislature have se-
cured ‘favourable’ judgments 
from the Judiciary. While 
the Federal Government ob-
tained a court order restrain-
ing the National Assembly 
from further investigating 
Ab dulrashe e d Maina, the 
former boss of the Pension 
Reform Task Team (PRTT) 
into the civil service, the 
Senate is celebrating over 
another c ourt judgement 
which declared that the up-
per legislative chamber has 
power to confirm and reject 
Executive nominees.

Meanwhile, Tuesday retri-
al of Saraki may assume a new 
twist, following the fraud 
charges file d by the Ec o-
nomic and Financial Crimes 
Commission (EFCC) against 
Danladi Umar, chairman of 
the Code of Conduct Tribunal 
(CCT).

Will the CCT Chairman 
step aside and face his trial or 
decide otherwise? If he takes 
the first option, Saraki’s trial 
will be delayed as it will cre-
ate a vacuum in the Tribunal. 
The Presidency will have to 
await another recommen-
dation from the National 
Judicial Council (NJC). If he 
decides otherwise, his judg-
ment will be called to ques-
tion whichever way he bangs 
his gavel.

What next after Senate’s rejection of Villa for Security Summit?

The lingering face-off between 
the Presidency and National As-

sembly assumes a new dimension 
each passing day. Last week, the 
Senate insisted that it would not 
confirm the nomination of mem-
bers of the Monetary Policy Com-
mittee (MPC) of the Central Bank 
of Nigeria (CBN) until President 
Muhammadu Buhari removes 
Ibrahim Magu as Acting Chair-

man of the Economic and Finan-
cial Crimes Commission (EFCC).

at the State House, two state-
ments were issued in quick 
suc c ession by the Senate 
leadership to explain the 
postponement. While the 
first statement which asked 
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Dealing with cardiac arrest

O
f late, cardiac arrest has 
become a prominent 
source of medical 
concern across the 
w o r l d .  G l o b a l l y , 

cardiac arrest is a foremost cause of 
death as it is annually responsible 
for no less than 7 million deaths. It is 
important to emphasize that cardiac 
arrest differs from heart attack. 
Heart attack (also called myocardial 
infarction or MI) occurs when the 
blood flow that brings oxygen to 
the heart is reduced or completely 
blocked, resulting in damage or 
death of part of the heart muscle. 
During a heart attack, a victim may 
be conscious and can complain 
about symptoms they experience. 
The person may be awake and the 
heart is still beating.

In contrast,  in  a  sudden 
cardiac arrest, there is an electrical 
malfunction in the heart that causes 
it to suddenly stop beating. The 
casualty will abruptly lose awareness. 
Sudden cardiac arrest is delicate, 
and onlookers will usually notice 
what has occurred. Curiously, most 
cardiac arrest patients never survive 
it. Except, there is the possibility of 
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vital intervention, survival chances 
are often very minimal. However, 
an intervention as simple as chest 
compression may be life-saving if 
started immediately.

Sudden cardiac arrest symptoms 
are instant and severe. It includes 
sudden collapse, no pulse, no 
breathing and loss of consciousness. 
However, other symptoms often pave 
the way for sudden cardiac arrest. 
These possibly will include fatigue, 
fainting, blackouts, dizziness, chest 
pain, shortness of breath, weakness, 
palpitations or vomiting. A family 
history of coronary artery disease, 
smoking, high blood pressure, high 
blood cholesterol, obesity, diabetes, 
a sedentary lifestyle, excessive intake 
of alcohol, nutritional imbalance, 
such as low potassium or magnesium 
levels, using of illegal drugs such as 
cocaine, heroin, cannabis etc could 
also increase the risk of cardiac arrest.

In Nigeria, the risk of cardiac arrest 
is becoming quite alarming. Available 
data indicates that most critical cases 
in Nigeria’s public health facilities 
are heart related.  And surprisingly, 
the elites and those who engage in 
physical sports are becoming more 
and more involved in cases of fatal 
cardiac arrest. Not too long ago, 
the country lost two of her most 
industrious sports personalities, 
Stephen Keshi and Shuaib Amodu, to 
cardiac arrest.

Steps to take in order to reduce the 
risk of cardiac arrest include regular 

checkups, screening for heart
disease and living a heart-healthy 

standard of living such as saying no to 
smoking, taking alcohol in moderation 
or staying away outright from it, eating 
a nutritious balanced diet, getting 
involved in regular physical exercise 
and a host of others.

Health educators insist that 
embracing a healthy lifestyle, 
especially in terms of eating habit 
could really go a long way in 
enhancing a healthy heart. Such 
eating habit being prescribed includes 
consumption of fat-free or low-fat 
dairy products, such as skim milk; 
fish high in omega-3 fatty acids, such 
as salmon, tuna, trout, about twice a 
week. Also, regular intake of fruits such 
as apples, bananas, oranges, pears, 
and watermelon as well as legumes 
such as beans, lentils, chickpeas, 
black-eyed peas and vegetables, such 
as broccoli, cabbage, and carrots 
is highly recommended. Adults in 
particular are equally advised to 
consciously avoid the consumption of 
too much red meat, excessive oily and 
salty stuffs, sugary foods, saturated fat, 
baked and processed foods.

Perhaps, more importantly is the 
fact that Nigerians need to cultivate 
the culture of taking out time to rest 
and relax regularly. Inasmuch as it is 
true that the times are a bit tough, it is 
also true that it is only the living that 
can actually conquer tough times. 
Research has shown that when people 
set out time to relax, it sharply reduces 

20 Sunday 04 February 2018SUNDAYBD C002D5556

TAYO OGUNBIYI
Ogunbiyi is of the Lagos State 

Ministry of Information & Strategy, 
Alausa, Ikeja

the risk of a wide range of diseases, 
including heart disease, hypertension, 
colon cancer and diabetes. Relaxation 
relieves symptoms of depression and 
anxiety, improves mood, and enhances 
general psychological well-being.

No doubt, the alarming increase 
in cases of heart related deaths calls 
for constant public enlightenment 
campaigns by all critical stakeholders 
in the country’s health sector. Efforts 
must be geared towards putting in 
place an all inclusive health education 
to boost consciousness of the major 
risk factors for heart related illness and 
also to closely bring to the knowledge 
of the citizenry the various causes and 
signs of most heart related disease. 
In a rapidly digital world that ours 
is, ignorance about critical health 
matters shouldn’t exits any longer. 

Everyone must begin to take deep 
interest in all health-related matters. 
As people transit from one phase of 
life to the others, they must recognize 
certain decisive changes in their body 
make up and deal decisively with such 
as occasion demands. According 
to health educators, sudden death 
is only a culmination of medical 
complications that are left unattended 
to over time. It could be a reflection 
of ignored symptoms and harmful 
habits. A stitch in time, as the adage 
goes, saves nine. 

Ogunbiyi is of the Lagos State 
Ministry of Information & Strategy, 
Alausa, Ikeja.
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A
bia is on an impressive 
climb in agricultural 
p ro d u c t i v i t y  a s  a 
result of its laudable 
agricultural policies 

and initiatives. The latest in 
the pack is its Poultry Cluster 
Init iative.  This  init iative is 
c o i n c i d i n g  w i t h  a  s i m i l a r 
initiative in egg production in 
which the federal government has 
designated Abia as the focal state 
in the South East.

The poultry cluster initiative 
is a response, according to Gov. 
Okezie Ikpeazu, to the state’s 
f i n d i n g s  t h a t  m a n y  y o u n g 
farmers are unable to sustain 
their interest in poultry farming. 
This is anchored on two grounds. 
One is the dynamic nature of the 
business, and two is that these 

Abia’s progressive march to 
becoming an agricultural hub
youths lack proper understanding 
of these dynamics.

Another essence of the cluster 
is that poultry is characterised by 
diversity and these variables must 
be kept as constant as possible. 
Provision of adequate feedstock 
in the right quantity, quality and 
at the appropriate time, and how 
best the farmer is feeding the 
chicken and the output constitute 
the variables.

There is the need to strike a 
delicate balance on how well and 
how best the farmer feeds his 
chicken and this is the gap the 
cluster tends to bridge. The delicate 
balance is very important in 
poultry business. The implication 
of starving birds for few hours is 
enormous. Also, poultry business 
requires regular vaccination and 
the availability of good water, and 
these provisions would be met in 
this noble initiative, including the 
provision of a pen.

The clusters which will be 
established in the three zones of 
the state would provide buildings, 
veterinary extension services, 
a p p r o p r i a t e  d r u g s ,  w a t e r, 
electricity and classroom. This is 
part of the youth empowerment 
strides of the state and reinforces 

be allowed to do so.
There are three significant 

things the poultry would achieve. 
One is that it would minimise 
losses and casualties. On the other 
leg, it would sustain the interest 
of youths in poultry farming by 
bringing them together. It would 
also improve the farmers’ skills 
in poultry farming and provide 
the ladder to Abia’s climb to an 
agricultural hub.

The Abia Poultr y Cluster 
I n i t i a t i v e  i s  o f  s i g n i f i c a n t 
interest. The disclosure made 
by the National President of 
Poultry Association of Nigeria 
(PAN), Ayoola Oduntan, during 
the association’s visit to the 
Minister of Agriculture and Rural 
Development in Abuja recently 
reveals that the poultry value 
chain has contributed, among 
others, over 25 percent of Nigeria’s 
agricultural GDP currently worth 
$8 billion (about N1.6 trillion).

Abia State is also extending 
its frontiers to starch processing. 
God willing, and other things 
being equal, the state’s cassava 
programme will be launched this 
year. The governor said that the 
“unique thing about our cassava 
programme is that we have taken 

into cognizance our land holding 
challenges because we are small 
land holders”.

“We want to see how we can 
get the buy-in of the average 
village woman, so that if you 
cultivate a few plots, we will 
reach an uptake agreement, first 
by providing you with the right 
cassava stems (Protein A stems) 
and then following up in your 
farms,” Gov. Ikpeazu said.

“The villagers or local woman 
can register. When they take out 
the ones they want to use for the 
table, the other ones government 
can uptake and process into 
starch,” he said.

It is projected that few months 
from now Abia State would 
procure pieces of equipment 
for starch production. The agro-
industrial area is the Ubani area 
where the Ubani Ibeku Modern 
Market is situated. The estate is 
already acquired and the project 
would be private sector-driven. 

C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  i n  f e w 
years ahead, Abia would add 
to its feather a hub supplying 
r a w  m a t e r i a l s  ( s t a r c h )  t o 
p ha r ma c e u t i ca l  c o mp a n i e s 
as well as starch-based food 
companies.
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the Chinese proverb of teaching 
people how to fish rather than 
giving them fish.

In this arrangement, if the 
youths are empowered with either 
cash or day-old chicks, they will 
be taken to the clusters and they 
will be taught the economics of 
poultry. What they are taught will 
empower them with the knowledge 
of the quantity of feed required to 
feed a certain quantity of birds, 
administering the appropriate 
feed to the appropriate species, 
and getting the right stock for the 
right quality of feeds.

Besides, the arrangement is 
configured in a way that even 
when the youths go away, the 
state will take over the feeding 
and raising of the birds so that 
the investment made is not 
completely lost. Whenever the 
youth returns, he will be shown 
the books kept by the state, and 
whatever is spent on feeds and 
vaccination would be removed 
while the youth receives his profit.

The cluster is designed to house 
a cold store and a processing line. 
If the farmer desires to sell his 
chicken, he is free to do so, but if 
he wishes the cluster to process 
for him to go and sell, he would 
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This article was first published 
on linkedin.com on January 26, 
2018.

This week, we are ex-
cited to take part  in 
the World Economic 
Forum (WEF) Annual 

Meeting in Davos, Switzerland 
– a gathering of diverse organi-
zations and leaders focused on 
driving positive change in the 
world through public-private 
cooperation.

WEF is an unmatched venue 
for building connections with 
existing and potential partners, 
civic society, business leaders 
and politicians who, together, 
can drive the direction of future 
scientific research, investment 
and policy. In past years, WEF 
has been a venue for engag-
ing the public’s attention and 
global  action on important 

Mental health: The great unspoken health issue of our time
public health challenges such 
as infectious diseases,  anti-
microbial resistance and pan-
demic preparedness, including 
the launch of the Coalition for 
Epidemic Preparedness Innova-
tions (CEPI) in 2017 and Global 
Alliance for Vaccine Initiative 
(GAVI) in 2000.

Today, we see an urgent need 
to tackle the growing burden of 
non-communicable diseases 
such as diabetes, heart disease 
and cancer. But there is another 
health issue which is rarely dis-
cussed, hidden in the shadows 
and stigmatised, but one which 
ruins lives and damages fami-
lies, communities and society – 
the growing challenge of mental 
health globally.

Worldwide,  an estimated 
billion suffer from anxiety, 300 
million people are affected by 
depression, 60 million suffer 
from bipolar affective disorder, 
about 21 million are affected by 
schizophrenia or other severe 
psychoses and nearly 50 million 
people have dementia, a number 
that is expected to grow to 152 

million in 2050 – a 204 percent 
increase. In addition, challenges 
such as lack of resources and 
trained healthcare providers, in-
accurate assessment and social 
stigma compound the problem 
of effectively addressing the 
mental health epidemic.

While this urgent need is 
escalating, the science around 
mental health and brain dis-
eases remains complex, and 
public and private funding for 
neuroscience research does not 
match the need nor the invest-
ment in other disease areas.

We are making significant 
advances in neuroscience and 
increasing understanding of the 
brain and brain disorders, but 
the growing prevalence of men-
tal illness, particularly in young 
people, combined with rising 
rates of Alzheimer’s and gaps 
in research and care have the 
potential to create a global crisis.

The solution is disruptive 
innovation and international, 
open collaboration. And we 
don’t have to start from scratch. 
Science and technology offer us 

unprecedented opportunities.
To take advantage of  the 

opportunities, we must work 
together to solve some key chal-
lenges. First is the need for an 
integrated approach, combining 
risk assessment and early diag-
nosis, disease interception and 
treatment, as well as supportive 
interventions.

Second, strong public-private 
partnerships between academia, 
biotech, industry, government, 
regulators, patient groups and 
civic society are key to spur 
progress in areas that include 
detecting at-risk individuals, 
harnessing “big data” and real-
world evidence, developing in-
novative approaches to clinical 
trial design and drug develop-
ment, as well as novel regula-
tory pathways to accelerate the 
innovations.

Finally, we must continue 
exploring innovative financing 
mechanisms to spur invest-
ment. With a global funding 
mechanism, we can work col-
laboratively,  across borders 
and disciplines, to develop a 

platform and comprehensive 
approach to reduce the time, 
cost and risk of developing and 
evaluating treatments. 

We have enormous opportu-
nity to harness the advances that 
today’s science and technology 
offer to bring forward game-
changing innovation in mental 
health prevention, treatment 
and care. We are committed to 
focusing the world’s attention 
on this critical need and work-
ing together to revolutionize the 
way we think about, study and 
approach the development of 
solutions so that we can change 
the trajectory of mental illness 
all around the world.

 PS: The Wellcome Trust is 
committed to developing a bet-
ter understanding of the brain 
and mind, and conditions such 
as dementia, depression and 
schizophrenia. 

Johnson & Johnson has a leg-
acy spanning nearly six decades 
in bringing forward innovative 
solutions for mental health chal-
lenges.

OKECHUKWU KESHI UKEGBU

JEREMY FARRAR & PAUL 
STOFFELS

Ukegbu writes from Umuahia, 
Abia State.

Farrar, MD, is director, Wellcome Trust. 
Stoffels, MD, is chief scientific officer, 

Johnson & Johnson.
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T
urner, a former 
chairman of the 
U n i t e d  K i n g -
dom’s Financial 
Services Author-

ity and former member of 
the UK’s Financial Policy 
Committee, is Chairman of 
the Institute for New Eco-
nomic Thinking. His latest 
book is Between Debt and 
the Devil.

In December, as the Bit-
coin price neared $20,000, 
a friend asked me whether 
she should invest. I said that 
I hadn’t the faintest idea. 
Today, with the price below 
half that, my reply remains 
the same.

Over the next year, the 
Bitcoin price could double, 
soar tenfold, or collapse 
by 95% or more, and no 
economic analysis can help 
predict where in that range 
it will lie. Its value is ar-
bitrarily determined by 
the collective psychology 
of the mass of investors; 
it goes where, on average, 
they think it will. Like other 
cryptocurrencies, Bitcoin 

real estate wealth usually 
dwarfs equity values, and 
because real-estate booms 
are often debt-financed.

Regulators should there-
fore keep a careful eye on 
any credit-financed cryp-
tocurrency speculation. But 
with total cryptocurrency 
values still equal to just a 
minute fraction of global re-
al-estate wealth, the overall 
risk remains slight. Some 
individual investors will 
certainly lose their shirts, 
but the impact on economic 
growth will most likely be 
close to nil.

The wider social chal-
lenge, however, is to chan-
nel human ingenuity into 
welfare-boosting innova-
tion rather than zero-sum 
gambling activities. The 
distributed-ledger technol-
ogy underpinning crypto-
currencies can be used to 
reduce transaction costs 
and eliminate risks across 
multiple financial and trad-
ing activities. That would 
be worth doing.

As for whether you 
should invest in Bitcoin, 
I cannot say. Personally, I 
would rather buy a lottery 
ticket.

©: Project Syndicate

serves no useful economic 
purpose, though in mac-
roeconomic terms, such 
currencies probably also do 
little harm.

In a modern economy, 
money has a well-defined 
real value because govern-
ments accept it as payment 
of taxes and issue debts in 
defined monetary amounts, 
and because central banks 
ensure that total monetary 
creation, by either the state 
or the private banking sys-
tem, grows at a pace com-
patible with relatively low 
and stable inflation. In some 
sense, money is an arbi-
trary social construct; but 
its value and ability to serve 
crucial economic functions 
are rooted in the author-
ity and institutions of the 
currency-issuing state.

At any time, however, 
groups of individuals can 
choose to believe that some 
commodity – a specific type 
of seashell, or gold, or tulips 
– will be a far better store of 
value than money, and that 
its value in money terms is 
bound to rise. What matters 
is simply that the supply 
of the chosen commodity 
cannot be rapidly and limit-
lessly increased. Provided 

that is the case, the price 
can be whatever specula-
tors believe. In early 1636, 
a pound of “switsers” (a 
particular category of tu-
lip bulb) traded in Dutch 
markets for 60 guilders; 
by mid-February 1637, the 
price was 1,500 guilders. In 
the subsequent crash, some 
bulb prices fell 99%.

Unlike gold or tulips, 
whose supply is fixed in the 
short term and constrained 
by nature in the medium 
term, immaterial Bitcoin 
could in principle be created 
in infinite quantities. In fact, 
the currency’s supply is lim-
ited by clever software algo-
rithms, supported by huge 
quantities of computing 
power, which have enabled 
Bitcoin’s creators to achieve 
a previously impossible trin-
ity: decentralized “mining,” 
collectively limited aggre-
gate supply, and anonymity.

In theory, the latter could 
allow Bitcoin or other cryp-
tocurrencies to be not only 
an arbitrary store of value, 
but also an anonymous 
medium of exchange for 
large-value transactions, 
just like suitcases full of 
high-denomination dollar 
bills, with no mark identify-

ing the owner, but now in 
digital form. But, as Kenneth 
Rogoff has argued, anony-
mous large-denomination 
notes play no useful role in 
legitimate commerce. They 
are, however, the favored 
medium of exchange for 
drug lords, tax avoiders, ter-
rorists, and other criminals. 
But if, as Rogoff argues, there 
is therefore a good case for 
eliminating them, the last 
thing the world needs is to 
recreate the same problem 
in digital form.

South Korea has there-
fore banned the anonymous 
trading of cryptocurrencies, 
and other regulators around 
the world are considering 
whether to do the same. The 
best case for going further 
and banning cryptocur-
rencies entirely is actually 
environmental. Estimates 
of how much electricity Bit-
coin mining requires vary 
widely – some put it as high 
as 30 terawatt hours per 
year (equivalent to Mo-
rocco’s entire electricity 
demand), while others sug-
gest it’s a sixth of that. But 
whatever the true quantity, 
the related carbon diox-
ide emissions are adding to 
global warming, in return 

for no social benefit.
At the same time, fears 

that speculative bubbles 
in cryptocurrencies could 
drive macroeconomic in-
stability appear overstated. 
As Charles Kindelberger 
showed in his classic histori-
cal survey Manias, Panics, 
and Crashes, speculative 
bubbles and subsequent 
crashes sometimes lead to 
post-crash depressions. But 
not always: whereas the 
Wall Street boom of the 
1920s ended in the Great 
Depression, the tulip bubble 
of the 1630s seems to have 
had little impact on the 
Netherlands’ medium-term 
growth path.

What matters is the scale 
of the boom, and whether 
it is financed with debt. 
Booms and busts in individ-
ual equity stocks or specific 
commodities typically have 
little macro-level effect: 
and even huge swings in 
entire equity-market sec-
tors – such as the NASDAQ 
boom and bust of 1998-2002 
– may have only a mild 
adverse impact on over-
all economic growth. By 
contrast, property booms 
and busts have historically 
been the most dangerous, 
because the total value of 

Should you buy Bitcoin?
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T
h e  m u c h -
criticised Big 
Brother Naija 
r e a l i t y  T V 
show returned 

to the screens last Sunday, 
January 28, with season 
3, ushering in 20 fresh 
housemates.

Tagged “Double Wa-
hala”, the reality TV show 
is already serving as a nec-
essary distraction from the 
negative headlines that 
daily dot all of the news 
media as many Nigeri-
ans are already drowning 
themselves in the show’s 
intriguing drama and 
twists. At least for the 
next 85 days many would 
not be bothered about 
herdsmen killings or kid-
nappings in the country as 
they would be glued to the 
Big Brother Naija channel.

Last year when the re-
packaged show hit the 
screens on January 22 
after a 10-year hiatus, it 
was greeted with much 
fanfare and euphoria. It 
served the same purpose 
of distracting many Nige-

Big Brother Naija as a 
necessary distraction

rians from negative news 
around them.

But not all Nigerians 
cherished the idea. When 
it became public knowl-
edge that the programme, 
which was and is still 
sponsored by PayPorte, 
a Nigerian e-commerce 
company, was actually 
being shot in South Africa, 
those who did not quite 
like the show seized the 
opportunity to unleash 
their venom. They said 
it was grossly unpatri-
otic of the organisers and 
alleged that it was em-
blematic of an emerging 
trend whereby Nigerian 
entertainment shows, just 
like the Voice Nigeria and 
even music videos, were 
produced in South Africa.

On the various online 
platforms, they continued 
to express their disapprov-
al of what they considered 
economic sabotage against 
Nigeria by Multi-Choice, 
the organiser of the Big 
Brother Naija show. Some 
called on Nigerians to boy-
cott the show by refusing 

to view it.
On Whatsapp, a mes-

sage of uncertain origin 
titled “Why We Should 
Boycott Big Brother Nige-
ria” was circulating.

“If Nigeria is not good 
enough for the production, 
why dump the poo on us 
to watch? So, in these 
hard times of recession, 
the job of lighting, cam-
eramen, security, cook 
and others should go to 
another country while 
me and my fellow men 
should sit  down and 
watch with glee at what 
exactly? What is Nige-
rian about the show? 
Please educate me. Is 
it the food that will be 
bought from the mar-
kets over there? Or the 
materials for the show?” 
the message read in part.

“The show being shot 
in Nigeria would have 
created jobs for people 
who would have spread 
the money in the econ-
omy, especially our ail-
ing economy. Since we 
are not good enough to 

host it, then we don’t 
need it on our screens. 
This is a call to all Ni-
gerians to boycott the 
show. There is nothing 
Nigerian about it. If they 
take everything away 
from us, I wonder what 
will be left for my people 
to do? Must we always 
be a consumer nation?” 
it said.

On his part, Lai Mo-
hammed, Minister of 
Information, Tourism 
and Culture, directed the 
National Broadcasting 
Commission (NBC) to de-
termine whether Multi-
Choice has breached the 
Nigerian Broadcasting 
Co de in any way by 
shooting the show in 
South Africa instead of 
Nigeria, and also investi-
gate the issue of possible 
deceit, since the viewing 
public was never told 
that the event would be 
staged outside Nigeria.

But there were some 
others who argued that 
the show was unneces-
sary as it served only to 
distract Nigerians from 
all of the country’s con-
stant failures – no elec-
tricity, no security, no 
water, nothing.

A group, Project for 
Human Development 
(PHD), few weeks later 
raised a petition asking 
the relevant government 
agencies to stop BBNaija 
“NOW”, on the grounds 
that it was “a big mock-
ery of Nigerian culture 
and tradition”, “a celebra-
tion of obscenity, eroti-
cism and idleness”, and 

that the Nigerian public 
was “complaining about 
the moral perversity 
in the House of the Big 
Brother Nigeria”.

It called on the Ni-
gerian Broadcast ing 
Commission (NB C) to 
“live up to its bidding 
as a body charged with 
controlling, monitoring, 
regulating the electronic 
media and monitoring of 
satellite transmission in 
Nigeria”, adding that “our 
TV stations cannot be-
come dumping grounds 
for all sorts of immoral 
programs”.

In response, Multi-
Choice explained that 
the need to put out qual-
ity content “whilst meet-
ing timelines/deadlines” 
was behind the decision 
to transmit Big Brother 
Naija to Nigerians from 
South Africa.

“ W e  h ave  a  f u l l y 
equipped house in South 
Africa which is used for 
the Big Brother shows. 
For the Voice, our ap-
proach was pretty much the 
same,” it said in a statement.

“The venue is already 
set up with all facilities 
required for the successful 
execution of the show; this 
means that we are able to 
achieve high production 
values whilst meeting 
tight timelines/deadlines 
and ensuring the show 
comes to our viewers 
on time, as planned, and 
with the same globally 
renowned quality,” it said.

It said though the house 
is based in South Africa, 
the BBN show was 100 

percent Nigerian, with 
fully Nigerian housemates 
and content.

But before this message 
became public, another 
message, purportedly 
originating from Gboyega 
Akosile, CEO, Bridgeworld 
Communications Com-
pany, was circulating on 
Whatsapp. The message 
highlighted some reasons 
which it said were prof-
fered by Multi-Choice on 
why the show was being 
aired from South Africa. 
The reasons included lack 
of experienced profes-
sionals to handle such a 
high end programme and 
lack of infrastructure (e.g., 
electricity, etc/equipment 
required to make a very 
good programme.

But a public affairs 
commentator who spoke 
to BDSUNDAY anony-
mously asked the Nigerian 
government and people to 
leave Multi-Choice alone 
and concentrate on bridg-
ing the infrastructure gap 
in the country.

“If they fix basic infra-
structure, like electricity, 
security, roads, etc, per-
haps Multi-Choice would 
decide to host the show in 
Nigeria next year,” he said.

But for adherents of the 
show, a distraction like Big 
Brother Naija was exactly 
what they needed to for-
get about the numerous 
failures of a country so 
blessed but so poorly man-
aged. They simply told the 
critics to “jump and pass”. 
Another season is here 
and the failures have far 
from disappeared.
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S
ince the inauguration of the 
current 8th National Assembly, 
so many government officials 
and private organisations have 
been summoned by either the 

Senate or House of Representatives to 
explain reasons for certain actions they 
took or failed to take. 

Whenever there is a serious mat-
ter or allegations against a minister, 
Director-General or any other highly 
placed government functions, the Sen-
ate, for instance would summon such 

U
nless the Federal Government 
bares its fangs and shows its 
red eyes against the wanton 
blood-letting by the Fulani 

herdsmen, lamentation alone will not 
make the murderers to change their 
mind.

After the recent massacre in Benue 
of over 73 innocent Nigerians, the 
herdsmen again reportedly went back 
to the local governments and killed 
some other people who were grieving.

This is simply unacceptable. Gov-
ernor Samuel Ortom confirmed that 
fresh killings took place in Gruma and 
another two persons killed in logo. And 
killings have continued in many parts 
of the state up till this moment and no 
single person has been arrested in con-

T
he increasing number of states 
that have rejected the cattle 
colony proposal of the Federal 
Government has shown the 

level of irritation the activities of the 
Fulani herdsmen is causing across the 
country. 

Benue, Taraba, Bayelsa, South West 
states, South East states, Southern Ka-
duna, among others have said “no” to 
the proposal. Since the debate began, 
many historians have traced the his-
tory of expansion of certain people 
through such subtle means, insisting 
that establishment of colonies for 
herders would prove dangerous for 
the “friendly” c ommunities in the 
long run.  

According to those who hold this 
view, the rate at which the herds-
men would be murdering innocent 
citizens in their own land would likely 
increase if colonies are established, 
and that eventually, people would be 
losing their ancestral homes to total 
strangers and squatters. 

The consensus opinion is that those 
in the business of cattle-rearing should 
see to how to provide food for their 
animals without unnecessarily in-
fringing on other people’s rights. Dino 
Melaye, a senator representing Kogi 

R
ecently, the founder of Latter 
Rain Assembly, Pastor Tunde Ba-
kare, announced to members of 
his church that he had received 

a divine message that he would become 
the president of Nigeria in 2019.

Bakare, a cleric, had in 2011 entered 
into affinity with Muhammadu Buhari, 
founder of the defunct Congress for Pro-
gressive Change (CPC) and jointly con-
tested the presidency. At that time, the 
pastor reeled out catalogues of reasons 
why Buhari was the best man for the 
job. He made headline news as a staunch 
campaigner of the Daura, Katsina State-
born former military ruler-turned politi-
cian. Today, Bakare seems to be saying a 
different thing and appears to be one of 
the “away with Sai Baba” crooners.

Bakare’s penchant for claiming that 
God directed him to go into partisan 
politics or to be the president of Nigeria 
may have been taken with a pinch of salt 

T
hose who are convinced that the 
Economic and Financial Crimes 
Commission (EFCC) is a failed 
agency may have seen another 

example to justify their stand. 
For many years, the activities and 

modus operandi of the graft-fighting 
commission have been a source of 
controversy. Critics mainly accuse the 
agency of engaging in selective trial of 
perceived enemies of government. 

What does Senate, Reps’ summons 
really achieve?

Herdsmen! The more we cry, the more they kill and maim

Many states join the ‘no to cattle colony’ chorus

Bakare and the politics of hallucination EFCC and the arrest of Babachir Lawal

individuals, but over the years what 
has become almost a norm is that such 
summons have been reduced to mere 
open shows, to create a false impression 
that something seriously is being done 
by the federal legislators to justify the 
alleged huge salaries and allowances. 

We have watched endlessly to see 
if any of the people summoned would 
ever be sent to jail, but nothing of such. 
What we have seen is a situation where 
those so summoned would be speaking 
as if they were untouchable, and they 
step out of the National Assembly com-
plex very bold and confident. 

In fact, we have also seen occasions 
where those summoned refused to 
honour the invitation and nothing hap-
pened. It is alleged that such summons 
are basically avenues for the national 
lawmakers to get some personal settle-
ments from those being summoned.

We therefore use this medium to 
urge the leadership of the National 
Assembly to reduce this unnecessary 
summons and be pro-active instead.

nection with the human wastage.
The saddest part of it all is that 

those saddled with the responsibility 
of protecting the lives and property 
of citizens are making utterances that 
are capable of encouraging the killers. 
While Benue is grieving, Abuja is telling 
them to accommodate strangers and 
that it was because the state legislated 
against open grazing that they were be-
ing attacked. This is sheer callousness, 
to say the least.

A former chief of Naval Staff, Vice 
Admiral Samuel Afolayan, lamented 
the destruction of his farm, resulting 
in huge losses. Afolayan said that he 
has cumulatively lost over N200mil-
lion to the activities of the herdsmen, 
who deliberately lead their cattle into 

West, succinctly put it on the floor 
of the red chamber of the National 
Assembly that cattle-rearing is a per-
sonal business and to that extent those 
trying to cause chaos in the country 
hiding under agitation for sp e cial 
colonies in the states must be told 
pointblank that they cannot have it. 

O n e  i n d e e d  w o n d e r s  w hy  t h e 
Muhammadu Buhari administration 
would insist on treading this perni-
cious route. I really wonder.

given the failure of such claims in the 
past to come to reality.

Not many Nigerians are comfortable 
with the way the name of God is be-
ing dragged into political ambition. For 
instance, some pundits say they see no 
reason why some men of God so to speak, 
claim God has told them in a vision that 
they would be the next president, when 
actually such clerics are just being moved 
by greed and “worldliness”. Time will also 
tell of the latest vision of Pastor Bakare.

They also say that the EFCC has al-
ways been an attack dog of the Executive 
arm of government. It is laughable that 
the EFCC decided to go into a long slum-
ber only to wake up several months after 
the issue of grass-cutting episode involv-
ing David Babachir, a former Secretary to 
the Government of the Federation (SGF) 
trended, and four months after the man 
was sacked as a result of the sleaze. 

Little wonder the agency has not 
successfully prosecuted most of those it 
claimed to have stolen the country blind, 
particularly, politicians accused of loot-
ing the treasury. 

Is it not possible that the EFCC ar-
rested Babachir just to hush the mount-
ing criticism over its sleeplessness in that 
regard? Some observers have also said 
that the former SGF would be let off the 
hooks in no time at all as his so-called 
arrest was just to “shut the mouth” of 
critics.

his farms.
He wondered why a government 

trumpeting the need for “food security” 
appears to have remained incapable of 
reining in the economic saboteurs.

“The destruction of farmland by 
herdsmen shows government’s lip 

service to its Agricultural policy. Many 
of the local farmers around me do not 
come to the farm again because the 
herdsmen, with impunity, will cut their 
cassava and other crops for their cows,” 
he said.

Last week, some herdsmen set on fire 
a farm belonging to former Secretary 
to the Government of the Federation 
(SGF), Olu Falae. The latest attack was 
about the third or fourth time on Falae’s 
farm.

There’s an urgent need for govern-
ment to show it is on top of the situation 
by wielding the big stick.  Abuja must 
be seen to be very concerned about 
the rate of senseless killings and the 
barbaric way they are being carried out 
by herdsmen across the country.



24  Sunday 04 February  2018SUNDAYBD 

Interview

M
ay we know the state you met 
the agency?

I met backlog of salaries- 
14 months unpaid salaries. I 
met unpaid house rent. You 

know we are not the owners of this place (our 
office), so we met huge rent to be paid, broken 
down vehicles. In fact, operations here were 
grounded. The operational system here was 
totally and completely grounded. That was 
what I met.

How have you been able to improve the 
fortunes of the agency since you came on 
board?

By the special grace of God as at today, I 
have been able to pay four months’ salary. It is 
on record; you can go round and ask my staff. 
They will confirm this to you. I have paid their 
check-off dues to their unions. I have been able 
to pay the house rent completely, which is one 
year rent- is about N1.2million. I have gone 
ahead to put the operations functional again. 
The vehicles are all working, the generator 
is working, everything is working, and we 
have been opening new sites, because the raw 
material here is land. We acquire lands from 
communities, from natives and we allocate to 
beneficiaries, who will in turn pay to govern-
ment statutory fees, which we will in turn use 
in developing the estates, paying our staff sala-
ries and running the office. So we have been 
able to open four new land sites, among which 
is Ojukwu bunker, Ikputu Phase ll and Umuo-
bia. We have been able to go to our abandoned 
sites like Amibo-Ubakala where some miners 
who mine kaolin have put in bad shape by 
their mining activities. We must commend our 
governor here, Dr. Okezie Ikpeazu because he 
intervened and stopped the mining activities 
there. We are moving in to recover that site 
and then push in our beneficiaries there. We 
have gone to Ohiya-Umudara, where we have 
abandoned site also, without beneficiaries 
moving in there, because of misunderstanding 
with the original land owners. We have almost 
settled with them and the mining activities 
there have been stopped. We have also gone a 
step further to move into our permanent site, 
where one of the past general managers of AB-
SEDA, now permanent secretary, Ministry of 
Health, Nkwachukwu Agomuo started. I told 
you we are here on rent, while we have a space 
for our permanent building. Nkwachukwu 
Agomuo then general manager started it and 
got it to a certain level. Since then no general 
manager has done anything there. So we are in 
there now, work is in progress. So we are doing 
a lot of things, we are on course in the area of 
staff welfare and staff promotions. These facts 
could be verified by mere interaction with our 
staff, they are verifiable facts. It is not that as the 
general manager of ABSEDA, I am here feeding 
you with this information. You can just move 
round this establishment and ask questions.

What is the level of relationship between 
you and land owners?

We have some procedures for land acquisi-
tion. When they give us a letter of offer, telling 
us that they have a land for us to use for de-
velopmental purpose, we will do what we call 
perimeter survey to know the size of the land. 
After, we do their customary or traditional 
rites. We give them compensation based on 

a standard. There is a standard ratio between 
the office and the real owners of the land.

What motivated you into taking all these ac-
tions within a short period of assumption of office?

What motivated me is in line with Gover-
nor Okezie Ikpeazu’s 5-point agenda of putting 
smiles on the face of Abians and giving hope 
to hopeless Abians. When I came here, I saw 
that their faces were rough. There were no 
smiles on their faces, frustrations all over the 
place, they were hopeless. In fact, the first day I 
paid them their first salary, I was passing along 
the corridor. I saw one of my female staff, she 
was praising God. I heard her say, ‘today my 
children will eat good food’. I am telling you 
that was what happened and when I heard her 
say that I was moved. You know the woman 
didn’t know I was listening to her. She was also 
praying for me. She said: ‘God will bless this 
new man, at least today; my children will eat 
good food’. That alone motivated me the more, 
because in governance, Dr. Ikpeazu said he 
will do everything possible to do the will of 
God. In doing the will of God, he strives to make 
Abians happy, that is the line we are toeing, 
because he is our leader. He is our governor 
and he is our father. So, he has set this agenda 
for both himself and for the state, so all of us 
who are under him must key into his agenda of 
making people happy. You know when people 
are happy, there is peace, when there is peace, 
there is harmony. When there is harmony and 
peace, progress must flow, that is it.

What are the prospects of your Agency?
By the special grace of God, in a short time, 

people will be scrambling for this agency. 

People will be lobbying to be posted to this 
agency in the next few years, because by the 
special grace of God, we will bring this agency 
to an enviable height. I know if we harness all 
our avenues; if we harness all our resources, 
I mean there is no parastatal in the state that 
will challenge us financially. That is where we 
are targeting, that is where we are focusing. It 
is a matter of time. God keep us alive, you will 
see that in the next couple of years, the kind 
of lobbying people will be doing in this state 
to be posted to this establishment, you will 
remember what I told you today. It is not that 
I am boasting but I am speaking by the grace 
of God, you will see it happening.

What are the challenges?
My challenges in this office are that past 

managements, who had left this agency, have 
not really left the agency. From wherever they 
are, they tend to fight this agency. They have 
not left this agency because they did one thing 
or the other which they want to cover and 
they still have some of their loyalists in this 
establishment, who they use to carry out this 
malfunction. So, I am trying my possible best to 
tighten up the security of this place in terms of 
security of personnel, security of documents, 
security of infrastructure. You understand, 
we are doing our best. We have already con-
tracted the services of one ICT company who 
will by God’s grace, next month come here to 
computerize the valuation department and all 
our activities here, so that staff or any other 
persons do not have free access to documents 
and other files. Sometimes, you will look for 
people’s files here and you won’t find them. 
They have been taken away by the people 

who were here, who have their agents here. 
You will think that we have your information 
here; you don’t know that your information is 
outside. So we have contacted an ICT company 
from Lagos State, who will come here by next 
month, by God’s grace they will be at work 
here to computerise the activities of this place 
to make it more efficient. Secondly, our benefi-
ciaries in our estates are not helping matters. 
There are some specified dues that they are 
supposed to be paying to this agency on an-
nual basis, like the annual development levies. 
In other states like Enugu State, they charge 
fees like maintenance fee which is about one 
hundred to one hundred and fifty thousand 
naira, depending on the kind of building, high 
rise or bungalow. But here, we charge as low as 
ten thousand to twenty thousand naira annu-
ally, still our beneficiaries find it difficult to pay 
those levies. You know when they pay those 
levies judiciously, I mean this agency will be 
swimming in milk and honey. That is another 
handicap we have here.

What steps have you taken to compel 
beneficiaries to comply?

You see, we have called them for a meet-
ing, the beneficiaries association from various 
estates. We have sensitised them on the need 
for them to pay all these levies and fees. You 
see, we are self-sustaining agency and we 
need these fees to thrive. So we are working 
out our modalities, we are liaising with the 
Chairman, Internal Revenue Committee of the 
State, the BIR, to see a possible decent way of 
approaching them, making them realise that 
they need to do the needful. Most of them in 
fact don’t even know that the estates belong 
to government. They think that the various 
villages own them. In fact, I don’t blame them, 
the past administrations here have played into 
their hands and most of them are friends. They 
tell them to forget the payment, forgetting 
that it is from there that you are earning. We 
are trying to tighten up those areas and with 
the support of the BIR committee, we hope to 
overcome that problem.

What were the alleged bad activities of 
past managements and steps taken to cor-
rect them?

You see, what you have to do first is to do 
your little effort. Put in your little effort in 
stopping that. When there is huge resistance, 
we will then run to our Papa, the governor 
and tell him so that nobody will say you are 
victimising him; you are probing her or you 
are doing this or that. So, we will do our own 
internal protective measures here and then 
see how we can stop it, which we are doing 
right now. When we see that it is not being 
productive, we don’t have any other option 
than to go to the government.

How can you describe your relationship 
with staff?

I shouldn’t praise myself. You can go round 
and find out. It is very cordial. The other day, 
the former acting general manager who was 
removed came here, my staff nearly lynched 
her. Their reactions even made one of the 
army men that she came with to come and 
have a handshake with me and said ‘Oga, 
please I see you are good. I see you are doing 
well, continue with it’. So the relationship is 
very cordial.

‘We want to make Abia estate development 
agency revenue-yielding outfit’
OKECHUKWU NDUKWE is the new general-manager of Abia State Estate Development Agency (ABSEDA), who assumed office on November, 2017.  
In this exclusive interview with UDOKA AGWU in Umuahia, Ndukwe revealed his plans to bring the agency back to life and raise the morale of 
workers who have been owed salaries for many months. He also spoke on the challenges facing the agency. Excerpts:
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L-R: Olayinka Bakare, portfolio manager, National Premium, Nigeria Breweries Plc., Ngozi Onwumere, Akuoma 
Omeoga, members of The Nigerian Olympic Bobsled Skeleton Team, Kolawole Akintimehin, assistant brand 
manager, Star Lager Beer, Simidele Adeagbo, Nigerian Olympic Skeleton racer Seun Adigun, driver of The 
Nigerian Olympic Bobsled Team and Abayomi Abidakun, senior brand manager, Star Lager Beer, at the Nigerian 
Winter Olympics Sponsorship Media Unveil in Lagos. Pic by Pius Okeosisi

L-R: Israel Opayemi, managing director/chief strategist, Chain Reactions, Nigeria; Maryam Uwais, special advisor 
to the president on social investments, and Tahira Ikharo, communications manager, National Social Investments 
Office (NSIO), during a media interactions session with Uwais on the needs to know the social investments of 
the federal government nationwide, in Lagos.

Lai Mohammed, Minister of Information and Culture, (m) flanked by Guo Zigi, vice president, Startimes, (r) and 
Chen Huanan, director of Culture and Tradition in the Chinese Ministry of Culture, during a courtesy visit to the 
minister by a delegation of Television Production and Animation Companies from China, in Abuja.

L-R: Olusegun Odebunmi chairman, House of Representatives Committee on Information, Orientation, Ethics 
and Value; Ayo Omidiran, and Kako Are, both are members of the Committee, during the News Agency of Nigeria 
Budget Defence at the National Assembly in Abuja.

Author of the book, Mr Barinua Wifa: Gov. Nyesom Wike of Rivers; his wife, Justice Eberechi Nyesom-Wike; and 
President of Nigeria Bar Association, Abubakar Malami, during the public presentation of a book titled: Challenge 
of Justice, in honour of Barinua Wifa, in Port Harcourt.

L-R: Geoffery Onyeama, minister of foreign affairs; Hadi Sirika, minister of state for aviation, and Osakwe Chiedu, 
chief negotiator, Continental Free Trade Area, during a news conference on the just-concluded 30th AU Summit 
in Abuja. 

Sunday Okeniyi, president, Chemical Society of Nigeria (CSN),  (r) presenting a souvenir to Ogbonnaya Onu, 
minister of science and technology, during the visit of the CSN President to the minister’s office in Abuja.

L-R: David Mark, former Senate president; Therese Adaba, wife of the former Director-General of NTA, her husband 
Tom Adaba, and IbomTunde Ogbeha, former Military governor of Akwa, at the Requiem Mass/Service of Songs 
for late Sir John Madaki, at Our Lady Queen of Nigeria Pro-Cathedral in Abuja.



Oil spill menace: NOSDRA Act may be amended to boost funding

T
he Act establishing the 
National Oil Spill De-
tection and Response 
Agency (NOSDRA) 
may be amended to 

give bite to its funding demands. 
This is as stakeholders have pro-
posed amendments to the agen-
cy’s Act.

In Port Harcourt midweek 
during a roundtable discussion 
organised by NACGOND, grey 
areas revolving around funding, 
jurisdiction, compensation and 
regulatory overlap with  other 
regulators  (like the Department 
of Petroleum Resources) were 
spotted.

Stakeholders said some clauses 
in the document were vague. For 
instance, while Section 11 of the 
NOSDRA Act provides that ‘a 
take-off grant from the Federal 
Government shall be paid. In addi-
tion, annual subventions from the 
Federal Government consolidated 
revenue fund, and counterpart 
funding as may be provided from 
time to time by State or Local Gov-
ernment, may also be paid; it is 
widely recognised that NOSDRA 
struggles with poor funding.’ 

A 2011 report by the United 
Nations Environment Programme 
(UNEP) seemed to confirm this 
concern. UNEP said NOSDRA is 
poorly funded and as such lacks 
the wherewithal to execute its 
statutory requirements due to 
inadequate budgetary and staff-
ing provisions. According to the 
document, the gross funding of 
the agency had over time forced 
NOSDRA to depend on the infra-
structure and equipment of the oil 
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companies it is set out to regulate, 
a practice that upends supposed 
independent regulation.

To this defect, it was proposed 
that “The NOSDRA Act be amend-
ed in order to provide for a fund to 
which a certain percentage of the 
profits of oil companies are paid. A 
percentage of this fund should be 
used for the activities of NOSDRA. 
This will ensure that the agency 
does not rely on oil companies for 
the funding of its logistics.”

In terms of defect on jurisdic-
tion, the document states that: “An 
effective regulatory body would 
require adequate powers as de-
fined in a statute. Its scope must be 
clear and its ability to ensure that 
its directives are carried out must 
be sufficient enough to command 
the respect of the regulated. The 
fines must be clearly provided for 
in a statute otherwise it would be 
challenged in a court of law. 

“The problem however is that 

T
he ruination of most 
of Nigeria’s citadels of 
knowle dge that pro-
duced most of the lead-

ing lights in the country has 
attracted the attention of elder 
statesmen. Two accomplished 
Nigerians, Alabo Tonye Graham-
Douglas and Emi Membere Otaji, 
have thus poured lamentations 
over the speedy ruination of one 
particular school, Baptist High 
School, Port Harcourt, in Rivers, 
regarded as, once, a landmark 
school and centre of knowledge.

The two bagged awards as 
old boys of Baptist High School 
as ‘Distinguished Old Student’. 
In his remark, chairman of the 
occasion and President of Port 
Harcourt Chamber of Commerce, 
Emi Membere-Otaji, a medical 
doctor-turned shipping magnet, 
lamented that the history and 
structure of the school were un-
der serious threat.

The PHCCIMA president men-
tioned the factors of ruination 
of the once respected school as 
ensuing decadence, neglect and 
systematic encroachment upon 
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IGNATIUS CHUKWU

the Act appears not to have given 
NOSDRA the power to impose 
fines on oil spillers. Other than 
Section 6 which imposes a fine 
on oil spillers for failing to report 
or remediate impacted sites, there 
appears to be no other sanction 
vested on NOSDRA. Then there 
is the issue of whether or not 
NOSDRA has the power itself to 
impose those fines or whether 
it should act as ‘prosecutor’ by 
charging oil spillers to court.”

To this end, the stakeholders 
proposed that the “Act should 
establish a more elaborate penalty 
regime under which NOSDRA 
would be able to impose stiffer 
penalties on oil spillers.”

On Regulatory overlap, stake-
holders argued that the jurisdic-
tion for prevention of oil spills and 
gas flaring is only domiciled with 
the DPR; a defect they consider as 
too restrictive on NOSDRA, hence 
they proposed through their 

document that “The power to 
impose fines and regulate oil com-
panies with regards to oil spills be 
consolidated in NOSDRA.”

The stakeholders also proposed 
that with respect to compensation 
and remediation, a trust fund 
should be set aside to give room 
for a “a first line charge for the 
remediation of oil spills and for 
the compensation of impacted 
communities, as well as cater for 
their emergency needs.”.

Speaking after the Discussion 
on what the National Assembly is 
expected to do with the proposals, 
National Director of NACGOND, 
Edward Obi said: “We are under-
taking this venture as concerned 
Nigerian citizens who want the 
best for the environment and for 
the people of the Niger Delta. We 
as a cross section of the Nigerian 
population and concerned citizens 
are gathered to lend a helping 
hand to the National Assembly 
and to give them encouragement 
to think very carefully about the 
amendment of what we have 
proposed to that law because 
eventually, all we are asking is to 
see a NOSDRA that is strong, very 
firm and  resolute in pursuit of a 
good environment for the Niger 
Delta and Nigeria at large.”

Legborsi Pyagbara, president 
of the Movement for the Survival 
of Ogoni People (MOSOP), also 
expressed reason the proposed 
amendment is necessary.

“A call to put NOSDRA on the 
right track is very important 
especially looking at the fall out 
of the report (in 2011) by UNEP 
(on Ogoni). It is clear that it rec-
ommended that some of these 
institutions need to be stream-
lined, some of them need to be 

reformed, and some of them need 
to be strengthened; and NOSDRA 
is one of those institutions that 
needs to be strengthened in 
terms of giving them leverage 
that is required for their finan-
cial autonomy; in terms of the 
infrastructure that they need to 
have; in terms of power and even 
in terms of the real mandate,”  
Pyagbara said.

“I think that mandate needs 
to be expanded to, at least, re-
spond to clean up whenever it 
happens. Beyond that, a laid out 
legal protection for it to have its 
own infrastructure is needed. 
They must not depend on the 
oil companies for whatever they 
want to do,” he added.

Kenneth Aroh, a representa-
tive from NOSDRA, said despite 
the defects in the Act, the agency 
has over the years worked hard 
to actualise national environ-
mental policies. But because of 
the loopholes inherent in the 
NOSDRA Act, Aroh said: “We 
have issues coming from IOCs 
(international oil companies) 
who try to nose-switch allegiance 
to another regulatory agency; 
feeling like NOSDRA is like sub-
servient to regulatory functions 
and feeling that the other agency 
(DPR) is having that monopolistic 
tendency in oil and gas regula-
tion.”

The DPR, is saddled with the 
responsibility of regulating pe-
troleum resource operations and 
production, hence it is under the 
Ministry of Petroleum Resources. 
But NOSDRA is under the Min-
istry of Environment, with its 
activities tilted towards regulat-
ing the environmental impact of 
such operations.

Alabo Tonye Graham-Douglas, Four-time federal minister; Emi Membere-
Otaji, with President of Port Harcourt Chamber of Commerce,  after both 
were honoured with the ‘Old Boys Distinguished Award’ by the Old Boys 
Association of Baptist High School Port Harcourt, recently.  

As Baptist High School, PH, clocks 70: 
Graham-Douglas, Membere-Otaji lament state of Nigeria’s old citadels of knowledge

its land leading to the near-total 
destruction of the entire school.

According to him, all hands 
must be on deck to change the for-
tunes and reposition the school to 
its precipice. “As old students we 
are critical stakeholders, hence 
we must work closely to preserve 
the rich history and excellence 
Baptist High School has been 
known for,” he said.

He however, said he would 
continue to have fond memories 
of the school that was the best 
citadel of learning in the heydays.

The colourful award ceremo-
ny, which was part of events to 
mark 70th anniversary celebra-
tion of the school, witnessed 
the gathering of the crème de la 
crème of society, high net worth 
and prominent individuals from 
diverse backgrounds and section 
of the society who had at one 
time or the other passed through 
the renowned institution.

“We need to galvanise effort 
through rallying the influence 
and positions of old students in 
various strata of society to get the 
school back to where it should be. 
He called for synergy between 
the school physical neighbours, 
Rivers State government, and the 

old students to bring about the 
needed change,” he further said.

In his remarks, Alabo Tonye 
Graham-Douglas, four-time min-
ister, and recipient of the Dis-
tinguished Baptist Old Students 
Association award, noted that his 
life was planted and germinated 
in Baptist High School, adding 
that the success or height he has 
attained today is attributed to the 
moral and academic upbringing 
inculcated in him by BHS.

For the school he said: “Yes 
we need to do more, so that oth-
ers will also be impacted and the 
only way is for us all to work 
assiduously and contribute our 
resources to bring back the glory 
days. What is the way forward, I 
join myself in the plan to donate 
cash, I will also in conjunction 
with others see how we can start 
the process of rebuilding the 
school library” he was quoted as 
saying.”

Monima E. Karibi Whyte, the 
outgoing president of the Old 
Boys’ Association, said the infra-
structural decay was worrisome, 
but added that it was left to the 
association to change the face of 
the institution.  

Karibi George, the incoming 
president, remarked that the 
task ahead was quite enormous. 
He called for the support of all 
and sundry. “As we celebrate our 
70 years of existence it is hoped 
that the ‘old boys’ would rise to 
preserve their alma mater and re-
store its lost glory”, he was quoted 
as saying,” George said.

Replete with an enviable and 
rich history of excellence, Baptist 
High School Port Harcourt has 
churned out many prominent 
Nigerians in all spheres of life 
- politics, academics, military, 
business, among others.

BHS was one of the best pub-
lic schools in Rivers State in its 
heydays, with an orientation of 
hard work, and good moral stan-
dard infused in the conscious-
ness of the students. BHS was 
established on 19th of January 
1948 by missionaries from the 
Baptist Missionary Church of 
America.
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I
n life what is considered to 
be the scarcest commodity 
is opportunity. Many times 
when one has the privilege 
of chatting with people 

about life you realise what they 
are all waiting for is that big 
break, that singular opportu-
nity that would turn their lives 
around. They spend time day-
dreaming, expecting the oppor-

Endless opportunities
tunity to land on them like ripe 
mango off the tree. Many people 
have lost countless opportunities 
because they are waiting for that 
singular opportunity. Some have 
even wasted a fortune looking 
for that same opportunity out-
side the shores of their country. 
No doubt opportunity must be 
truly scarce according to them, 
because if it is not scarce in your 
nation you cannot be searching 
for it in another nation where 
they think there is an abundance 
of it. How do you find what you 
do not know? How do you take 
advantage of what you cannot 
recognise? That is a million dol-
lar question begging for answers. 
That is where majority of the 
people have found themselves 
like blind men leading other 
blind men; you can perceive that 
their level of ignorance is second 
to none. Little wonder why only 

few people are successful in life 
and majority are languishing in 
poverty or slaving the remaining 
days of their lives out. Without a 
change of understanding, with-
out a rude awakening as to what 
opportunities truly are, they will 
all end their lives looking for 
that proverbial opportunity that 
never exists.

Now what are the endless op-
portunities? Every problem you 
see and identify is an opportuni-
ty; it becomes your opportunity 
when you take responsibility 
for proffering solution to it. Ev-
ery product or service that you 
see that are in existence is your 
opportunity because they are 
begging for change. 

 Any product or service that 
you can see has become obsolete 
the moment they arrive at the 
marketplace. It becomes your 
opportunity when you take 

responsibility for improving 
on it. Without much ado, you 
will bear me witness that what 
we have going for us is nothing 
short of endless opportunities 
and possibilities. Every process 
of conversion from their raw 
state to your personal opportu-
nity is always filled with sup-
posedly challenges, but that is 
the least of your problem. Most 
people are dissipating energy 
on what is not opportunity ev-
ery day and they do not know.  
What is most important to you 
is the identification and recog-
nition of what opportunity is. 
With this understanding, pro-
cessing opportunity becomes 
easy. The most important lesson 
a man can be taught in life is 
this, having this understand-
ing of what opportunity is. The 
purpose of going to school and 
having a career should be this. 
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No man or woman with this 
understanding can ever be a 
burden to their society. They 
are always a blessing, they are 
celebrated and appreciated, and 
they are honored amongst their 
peers. This should be thereason 
for living. There is no man that 
does not have endless opportu-
nity staring them in the face all 
day long. And there is so much 
joy and peace when you wake 
up every day knowing you are 
the solution to other people’s 
problems, or you are causing a 
change positively in your world. 
You can never run out of oppor-
tunity because you can never 
run out of problems. My prayer 
for you this season is that the 
good Lord will open your eyes 
to recognise the opportunities 
around you and grant you the 
grace to maximise them in Jesus 
name. Remain blessed.

AMCON MD urges Nigerians to patronise Peugeot automobiles

A
hmed Kuru, managing 
director/chief executive 
officer of Asset Man-
agement Corporation of 

Nigeria (AMCON), has called on 
PAN to maintain the tempo of the 
achievement in 2018, just as he im-
plored Nigerians both individuals 
and corporate to patronise Peugeot 
brand of cars as a way of sustaining 
the success PAN Nigeria Limited 
recorded in 2017.

Kuru made the remarks at 
the 2018 Dealers Convention 
organised by the automobile com-
pany in Kaduna recently. He was 
represented at the event by Ben 
Daminabo, head of Subsidiaries at 
AMCOM. According to him, PAN 
achieved a lot of mileage in 2017 
against all economic odds, which 
he stated required commenda-
tions from all stakeholders, which 
is why AMCON and indeed all 
stakeholders want them to sustain 
and even improve upon in the new 
financial year.

It would be recalled that PAN 
Nigeria Limited is one of the mega 
institutions that received the 
intervention of AMCON, which 

prevented the automobile com-
pany from going under.

“This is the best time for PAN 
Nigeria Limited to restrategise 
and move ahead like all other 
automobile manufactures across 
the globe. It is our wish that 
Peugeot will reclaim its pride of 
place in Nigeria by producing 
those vehicles that made the 
brand very popular in those 
days. We believe the brand has 
all it takes to dominate the mar-
ketplace because the new gen-
eration of Peugeot cars are fuel 
efficient, durable; rugged and 
built for Nigerian roads. Aside 
from these attributes, Peugeot 
creates thousands of jobs for 
our teaming population, which 
is why we all need to support 
the brand because it is our own,” 
he said.

According to him, the fact that 
PAN is still in business is another 
demonstration of the positive im-
pact and contribution of AMCON 
towards stabilise the Nigerian 
economy, which is one of its core 
mandates.

Earlier in his speech, Managing 

Director of PAN Nigeria Limited, 
assemblers of Peugeot brand of ve-
hicles in Nigeria, Ibrahim Boyi had 
disclosed that the company made 
huge progress in 2017 despite the 
economic downturn in the coun-
try. Boyi stated that the company 
revenue grew by 65 percent from 
N3 billion to N5.3 billion.

“PAN has made giant stride in 
2017 against the heavy and high 
tidal wave of economic recession, 
declining value of the naira, access 
to forex and erosion of infrastruc-
ture in the environment,” he said.

Boyi said the success recorded 
in 2017 was as a result of their 
dealers and staff’s commitment to 
the brand and the efforts in deliv-
ering the Peugeot promise to their 
customers.

The high point of the Dealers 
Convention was special recogni-
tion and reward to outstanding 
dealers with share of incentives 
from direct sales based on per-
formances. They also recognised 
PAN’s marketing and sales staff 
for best sales performance, most 
valuable contribution in after sales 
services and innovation.

Insight Publicis drives equity, 
new markets for Heineken

I
f the decision by Heineken 
to task Insight Publicis with 
creating the brand’s first 
Nigerian campaign was 

meant as an experiment, then 
the gamble paid off big time, as 
Insight Publicis was able to re-
enact the usually high standard 
of Heineken’s global campaigns 
in an exciting way that reso-
nates with Nigerian consumers 
across board.

The 58 seconds commer-
cial, ‘Villager’, which features 
Nigerian born international 
act, Jidenna, is Heineken’s first 
Glocalised commercial; a cam-
paign which from its launch 
has triggered positive feedbacks 
with many commenting on how 
Heineken has finally connected 
with them, enabling them relate 
better with the brand.

This aspect of relatability 
was the missing link in previous 
Global campaigns, and because 
of the success of the campaign, 
Heineken is in the process of 
rolling-out the same commer-
cial in 15 other African markets 
where the premium brand has 
presence.

Amidst declining sales from 
last year, Heineken wanted a 
commercial to recruit and retain 
younger drinkers between ages 
18-24 and regain 5percent of the 
lapsed drinkers that represent 
the 25-34 age groups. But all 
these were to be done within the 
brand’s global thematic param-
eter of internationality, tradi-
tion and its natural ingredients.

Sinmisola Hughes-Obisesan, 
creative director, Insight Publicis 
noted that, “Insight Publicis was 
tasked with creating a locally 

relevant thematic campaign for 
the Heineken brand. We dug 
deep to search for insights that 
would resonate and in execu-
tion, topped it off with Heineken 
style which blended with classic 
Naija-isms.”

But more importantly, the 
advert was supposed to high-
light the parallels between the 
international brand – Heineken 
and Nigerians.

According to Hughes-Obis-
esan, the commercial was the 
brand’s way of celebrating the 
Nigerian spirit by highlighting 
specifically the three qualities 
Heineken and Nigerians share 
in common, which are; global 
presence, quality and family 
values.

Heineken is celebrated for its 
unravelled quality and can be 
found in 192 countries; the same 
way there are Nigerians all over 
the world and they are making 
giant strides and contributing 
positively to growth in their 
host nations. And of course the 
high family values shared by 
Nigerians is also the core at-
tribute of Heineken because it 
is a family owned brand that 
understands the importance of 
family and traditional roots.

Mabel DiMMa

Ben Daminabo, head, Subsidiaries Asset Management Corporation of Nigeria (AMCON) and representative of AMCON 
MD/CEO, Ahmed Kuru (left), presenting the award for the Best Dealership Network Car Sales to Abubakar Abubakar who 
represented Kaura Motors at the event.
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T
he mortgage system 
in Nigeria is a weeping 
baby troubled by two 
major factors, namely 
illiquidity which char-

acterises the operating primary 
mortgage banks and other mort-
gage lending institutions, and 
the high cost of funds which is a 
cankerworm eating deep into the 
entire financial system.

Several interventions in the 
mortgage market by the govern-
ment with the aim of raising 
liquidity and making funds avail-
able for borrowers are yet to yield 
the desired fruit. The National 
Housing Fund (NHF) which was 
set up with the purpose of mak-
ing mortgage borrowing a lot 
easier at 6 percent interest rate 
for low income earners remains 
an amorphous and elusive entity 
too difficult to access.

The coming of the Nigerian 
Mortgage Refinance Company 
(NMRC) was another bold step by 
the government towards raising 
the liquidity level in the mortgage 
market, but four years after close 
mortgage market watchers are 
becoming uncomfortable, won-
dering if the company is out on 
experiment.

But that thinking may be 
borne out of lack of clear under-
standing of what the company is, 

Tackling illiquidity and high 
cost of funds in mortgage system
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or what it is doing at the moment, 
or both. Its promoters, on their 
part, are betting on their commit-
ment to raising the game in this 
sector of the financial system with 
a view to making mortgage ac-
cessible and affordable by a good 
number of Nigerians who need it.

In spite of all these, many 
people don’t know much about 
this company, hence this effort at 
bringing to the fore a few things 
an average Nigerian, especially a 
home-seeker, should know about 
the company.

NMRC was launched into 
the financial system by the Fed-
eral Government under former 
President Goodluck Jonathan 
four years ago as a response to 
the illiquidity and the high cost 
of funds in the mortgage system. 
This, many believe, is styled after 
the Fannie Mae in the US.

A company conceived by the 
government but led by the private 
sector, NMRC was set up solely to 
drive liquidity into the mortgage 
system by refinancing mortgages 
originated by primary mortgage 
lenders. It is also aimed to create 
jobs and enable development of 
low income housing, among others.

Reduction in Mortgage Rate: 
All other things being equal, the 
highpoint of this is that the cur-
rent mortgage rate that fluctuates 

between 20 and 25 percent in the 
country will drop to between 9 -14 
percent and what  this means is that 
more people will be able to access 
mortgages and pay within a rela-
tively convenient 20-year period.

 Affordable Housing: It has al-
ways been argued that the trans-
actions in Nigeria’s housing sector 
account for just about 5 percent 
of the market potential and this is 
even within the luxury-high-to-
mid market. The reason the remain-
ing 95 percent is left out is because 
there is no effective demand here 
due to high interest rate on mort-
gages, unemployment and job 
insecurity. But with the NMRC, it is 
hoped that a substantial number of 
people in the mid-low will become 
landlords.

Jobs, jobs and more jobs: It is 
estimated that Nigeria requires an 
average of one million houses annu-
ally for the next 17 years to be able 
to meet its housing needs. However, 
the NMRC estimates an annual 
75, 000 homes with an attendant 
30,000 direct and 488,000 indirect 
jobs after the initial project period. 
What this means is that those who 
can’t afford a lease-to-own house 
now can afford, at least, a decent 
living.

For the real estate industry, the 
coming of NMRC has strengthened 
the industry and with re-capital-

isation of the Primary Mortgage 
Banks (PMBs), the company is 
working on implementing one of 
its objectives to raise the number 
of completed mortgages from the 
current 20,000 units to 200,000 
units. These will see other sectors 
such as development, manufac-
turing, designing; services and 
construction do more businesses in 
the years ahead, thereby increasing 
the industry’s contribution to the 
nation’s economy.

All things being equal, it is ex-
pected that NMRC will create an 
investor-friendly market, leading to 
the inflow of foreign direct invest-
ment (FDIs) in residential housing 
as they are currently doing in the 
commercial space. The ability of 
the mortgage sector to regenerate 
more funds from the NMRC pool as 
they raise mortgages will also excite 
local investors.

New skills, innovation: This new 
direction in the mortgage market 
will definitely come with demand 
for innovations. One of such inno-
vations will be the much debated 
alternative building solution. Also, 

local artisans will be required to 
step up their games in terms of 
skill set and delivery, as activities in 
residential and commercial sector 
simultaneously will require more 
efficient way of working. Also, bro-
kerage services which are already 
going digital will require new skill 
to manage multiple customers with 
different demands.

As for the economy, there will 
be increased GDP because an econ-
omy that can create 30,000 jobs 
annually will definitely not suffer 
growth problem. If more jobs are 
created through the construction 
industry, the impact will be felt. 
Also, the present low contribution 
of real estate to GDP will give way 
to a refreshing new figure.

NMRC is not an old wine in 
a new bottle. Though it is not a 
perfect scheme because it is not 
going to  put a roof over every head, 
particularly the lower end of the 
market, NMRC partners real estate 
developers to develop mass housing 
and rent-to-own scheme which 
enables Nigerians to own the homes 
they rent.

Young entrepreneurs advise Nigerians on cryptocurrency investment
ers, there would be no cryptocur-
rency and that is where the big 
money is. “The big investors are the 
ones in charge of mining,” he said.   

The best way to invest
The organisers advise: “Invest 

the amount that if you lose, it would 
not hurt you. Do not be greedy. Be 
patient and try to diversify your 
portfolios to minimise risk. To di-
versify, you have to look for good 
companies with good investment 
opportunities and invest in differ-
ent coins. For instance, you can in-
vest in 10 different coins and expect 
that six out of 10 will do very well.

“As a beginner, get a consultant, 
who can advise you on what to do 
and how to diversify your portfolio. 
Secondly, it is also good to research 
because there is information on 
Google to help you know when to 
buy or sell.”  

Security tips
The group also advised prospec-

tive investors to avoid giving room 
for SMS authenticator because the 
data from network providers can 
be manipulated or bridged such 
that someone can get hold of your 
account.  Avoid public wifi that 
enables hackers to have access to 
your account especially if you use 
windows.

Avoid trading on malicious web-
site or investing through adverts on 
Google. Also try to belong to Cryp-
tocurrency community because it 
would aid your growth.

L
ast weekend, a group of 
young entrepreneurs held 
a business summit in Lagos 
tagged BankTheFuture. The 

summit was aimed at educating 
Nigerians on how to live above the 
poverty line by achieving financial 
freedom through investing in Cryp-
tocurrency.   

The summit, which brought ex-
perts from local and international 
space, also allayed the investment 
doubts in the minds of participants 
as they were taken round the basics 
and opportunities in cryptocur-
rency.

Speaking on the purpose of the 
summit, Francis Adeshina, director 
of BankTheFuture summit, which 
was organised by Cryptofirm, said 
that the team decided to invest in 
educating many Nigerians on how 
to gain financial freedom, especially 
at this time of economic hardship 
in Nigeria.

“Our passion was to move Ni-
gerians from poverty to prosperity 
because we believe in the need to 
secure a sure platform for wealth 
creation.  The Cryptocurrency 
investment is a space that leads to 
abundance because it offers inves-
tors seamless means of generating 
wealth,” he said.

As a beginner, Adeshina said, 
there is no fixed amount with 

future,” he added.
Funke Ajayi, co-sponsor of the 

event, who came from Canada, 
said that as a mother, investing in 
Cryptocurrency was an opportu-
nity that is not only good but also 
enables financial freedom.

This, she said, was because 
many mothers, who want to make 
a leaving, were being constrained 
with child care but, cryptocurrency 
investment opportunity enables 
mothers to add value to their fami-
lies, support their husbands and 
still take care of themselves just by 
working from home.

Narrating her experience, Ajayi 
said that in 2015, she stumbled on 
work from home opportunity on 
Google, which turned out to be 
investment in Cryptocurrency.

“I started by investing just $50 
because I wanted to invest what I 
knew that if I lose, it would not hurt 
me but that $50 has grown by over 
3,000 percent. At that time, one 
Bitcoin was only $600 but today, 
it is over $11, 000,” she explained.

Ajayi, who expressed satisfaction 
with the level of acceptability of 
investment in Cryptocurrency in 
Nigeria, stated that though the price 
of Bitcoin dropped earlier in the year, 
the price would go up to all time high 
in a couple of weeks or months.  

Yinka Squint, another co-spon-
sor, who linked the emergency 
of cryptocurrency to evolution 
of money, said that the world 

embraced cryptocurrency, which 
is block money because it was 
the first time the world saw de-
centralised money that cannot be 
controlled by any central ruling 
authority.

“The good thing about digital 
money is that they are digital asset. 
Cryptocurrency is very interesting 
judging by the rate at which it has 
evolved and its global acceptance. A 
good way to look at this is the cur-
rent market capitalisation, which 
has gone close to $800 billion. This 
means that it has toppled giants like 
Google, Apple and so on,” he said.

He therefore advised people to 
invest in Cryptocurrency because 
it has come to stay. 

On cryptocurrency trading and 
mining, Silas Olatayo, another spon-
sor, said that Bitcoin comes from 
miners, who use special software 
to solve mathematical problems, 
issue new Bitcoin and confirm 
transactions.

“Bitcoin mining is a process by 
which transaction is verified. The 
process involves compiling recent 
transactions into block-chain to 
solve computational problem. As 
more miners come together, it 
makes it more difficult to solve 
Mathematical problems. But, pools 
of miners find solution faster than 
an individual, meaning that there 
would be more Bitcoins generated,” 
Olatayo explained.

According to him, without min-

which one can start his or her in-
vestment in block-chain. “You can 
start by buying a fraction of the 
coin with as little as N300. And this 
N300 can grow to N1.5 million in 
few months or years. For instance, 
someone invested just $50 in 2017 
which was about N20,000 and 
today it has appreciated to N47 
million.

The growth of cryptocurrency, 
according to him, depends on de-
mand, which is certain because it 
is the future, and about 3 percent 
of the world population earns 
from Cryptocurrency while the 
remaining 97 percent are sleeping 
but in the future would regret not 
investing.        

“The future of Cryptocurrency 
is huge and nobody can stop it be-
cause just like the internet, which 
many did not understand when it 
came, but nobody was able to stop it. 
It is a disruptive economy and those 
that are not ready will regret in the 

AMAKA ANAGOR-EWUZIE
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What Mega Chicken eatery brings to the table

 Baj e is Nige r ian first Fo od 
Technologist in the media

T
he compelling attrac-
tion of the brilliant co-
lours of orange and yel-
low pull the first time 
visitor into an alluring 

ambience of the wave-making 
eatery. Call it a fast food restau-
rant, or Quick Service Restaurant 
(QSR), like its predecessors such 
as  Mr. Bigg’s, Sweet Sensation, 
Chicken Republic, Tantalizers, and 
Tastee Fried Chicken their menu 
and top-range services have a 
combined centripetal force on the 
bulgy purses of the novaeu riche 
of the urban society.

The term, “fast food” which 
was first recognized in a diction-
ary by Merriam–Webster in 1951 
connotes the unique culinary ex-
perience of both the preparation 
and presentation of their dishes. 
From the business perspective, 
“fast food restaurants are typically 
part of a restaurant chain or fran-

chise operation that provisions 
standardized ingredients and/or 
partially prepared foods and sup-
plies to each restaurant through 
controlled supply channels”.

In their traditional niche, QSRs 
serve fast food cuisines cooked 
in bulk in advance and kept hot, 
presented from a limited menu. 
Though it is packaged to order 
and usually available for ‘take 
away’, well arranged seats are also 
provided for those who wish to sa-
vour the cozy and cool surround-
ing, spiced with soft, soul-lifting 
music that combine to delight the 
senses of sight and hearing.

The question that came to mind 
was obvious- what new cuisines, 
services and initiatives would 
Mega Chicken would bring to the 
Nigerian culinary experience, 
especially making its foray, with 
both KFC and  on its toe? And 
what about having to operate in 
a rather inclement business en-
vironment, characterized by the 
economic recession? The answer 
is not far-fetched.

Mega Chicken Restaurants 
(MCR) Ltd came into reality after 
the cross-pollination of ideas by 
some eggheads called the ‘coun-
try builders’ with the noble aim 
to develop a first class Fast Food, 
Chinese and Continental res-
taurants of unbeatable taste and 
quality. To expand its customer 
base it was meant ab initio to ac-
commodate low, middle and high 
class customers. The concept is to 
be relevant in the food and hospi-
tality industry so as to appeal to 
all nationals; for them to always 
feel at home wherever they may 

be . At Mega Chicken Restaurants 
Ltd, the verdant vision is: “To give 
the experience of excitement and 
offering unparalleled quality in 
service delivery”.

 With branches located at 
Festac area, Eti-osa, Lekki-Epe 
Express road, Ikota,  Ajah, Lagos 
and Agidingbi-Ikeja axis they 
provide quality and affordable lo-
cal and continental dishes. These 
include economy and filling va-
rieties of food items like chicken 
joints, burgers, pizza, snacks and 
other ice-cream products like 
crushers with variety of flavors.  
The variety of the dishes are for 
Delivery, Dine Out or Take-away. 
The delicacies are prepared for 
families, associations, groups and 
Kids who want to have a swell 
time out. With PoS available, 
the ease of payment for products 
and services is guaranteed. The 
location of the Festac branch 
opposite the fun Funderland 
Mall, is appealing as families 
and friends come over to enjoy 
a quick meal between adventure 
games. A first time visitor noticed 
that “their service delivery is on 
par with the nice meals, and you 
might get discount offers and 
loyalty rewards if you become a 
regular customer”.

 The feedback so far is heart-
warming for the owners. For 
instance, one

Alexander Osondu  had this to 
say after a treat on 12th Novem-
ber,2017. Said he:“They have great 
prices, very sumptuous meals and 
a courteous staff”. On his part, one 
Mr. Joszef Yong praised their ef-
forts with the words:” Captivating, 

I could perceive the aroma from 
the car park. The prices are rea-
sonable enough. And the food is 
very tasty”. That was after having 
a great time out on 9th November 
last year.

Also in the same month, one 
Mr. Ayoola Afolabi gushed: “Taste-
ful cuisines. They have a special 
rice called Mega rice and it is quite 
tasteful” Not left out was Buren 
Obi  who said that Mega Chicken 
has:“Well priced good food rang-
ing from fast food to local dishes 
and intercontinental cuisines”. 
That was for the men.

The women also have words 
of commendation for the QSR.  
Back in August of last year, Kafilat 
Emmanuel said: “The food here is 
pretty good. They provide a wide 
range of options, including break-
fast in the morning. They pay 
attention to quality and customer 
service, with a rep available to take 
and remedy complaints”.  And Chi 
Amaka , without mincing words 
said that this is “a cool eatery with 
different dishes to choose from. 
Good service rendered also, you’ll 
definitely enjoy food bought or 
time spent there, cheers!!!”

All these accolades notwith-
standing, some customers have 
urged the company to reduce its 
price of bread and institute better 
crowd control to save precious 
time. Even then, as the competi-
tion intensifies amongst the indus-
try players it should also prepare 
for eventualities as only an inno-
vative approach to its operations 
would keep it afloat and smiling.

For instance, back in 2014 a 
through appraisal of the QSR 

sub sector of the food industry 
revealed their dwindling fortunes. 
Tantalizers was not the only one so 
hit. Before Tiger Brand bought eq-
uity in the fast food arm of United 
African Company Nigeria (UACN), 
Mr. Bigg’s, its QSR, was under 
threat. Even after the intervention, 
it was not clear if it has returned to 
the path of profitability, as some of 
its outlets at some service stations 
were closing down.

The way forward is for prag-
matic partnerships between the 
QSRs and farmers who supply 
some of their raw materials. Noth-
ing stops any of them from engag-
ing in backward integration policy 
of the IBB era. A company such as 
UAC with its Grand Cereals and 
Oil Mills (GCOML) Ltd in Jos could 
reduce the cost of production by 
this means.

Therefore, as Mega Chicken 
forges ahead, it should synergize 
with the suppliers of its inputs. 
Also, state and federal govern-
ments should take a look on ways 
to assist the industry to grow. Pro-
vision of stable power supply, good 
access roads as well as the Bank 
of Industry (BoI) and streamlining 
tax payment to avoid multiple 
taxation would go a long way in 
this direction.

Since the QSR has link with the 
small and medium scale enterpris-
es (SMEs) and employs hundreds 
of thousands of our youths, the 
time for Public Private Partnership 
(PPP) is today, not tomorrow.

Bribery, corruption and the evolution of prosocial institutions: Part 2
in the paper, most of humanity—6 
billion people—live in nations with 
high levels of corruption. The model 
also reveals that unlike the typical 
institutional punishment public 
goods game, where stronger institu-
tions mean that more cooperation 
can be sustained, when bribery 
is an option, stronger institutions 
mean more bribery. A small bribe 
multiplied by the number of players 
will make you a lot richer than your 
share of the public good!

So can it be fixed?  The usual 
answer is transparency. There are 
also some interesting approaches, 
like tying a leader’s salary to the 
country’s GDP—the Singaporean 
model. So what happened when 
these strategies are introduced? 
Well, when the public goods mul-
tiplier was high (economic poten-
tial—potential to make money using 
legitimate means—was high) or the 
institution had power to punish, 
then contributions went up. Not to 
levels without bribery as an option, 
but higher. But in poor contexts 
with weak punishing institutions, 
transparency had no effect or 
backfired. As did the Singaporean 
model. Why?

Consider what transparency does. 
It tells us what people are doing. But 
as psychological and cultural evolu-
tionary research reveals, this solves 
a common knowledge problem and 
reveals the descriptive norm—what 
people are doing. For it to have any 
hope of changing behavior, we need 
a prescriptive or proscriptive norm 
against corruption. Without this, 
transparency just reinforces that 

everyone is accepting bribes and 
you had be a fool not to. People who 
have lived in corrupt countries will 
have felt this frustration first hand. 
There’s a sense that it’s not about 
bad apples—the society is broken in 
ways that are sometimes difficult to 
articulate. But societal norms are not 
arbitrary. They are adapted to the 
local environment and influenced 
by historical contexts. In the experi-
ment, the parameters created the en-
vironment. If there really is no easy 
way to legitimately make money and 
the state doesn’t have the power to 
punish free-riders, then bribery re-
ally is the right option. So even among 
Canadians, admittedly some of the 
nicest people in the world, in these 
in-game parameters, corruption 
was difficult to eradicate. When 
the country is poor and the state 
has no power, transparency doesn’t 
tell you not to pay a bribe, it solves 
a different problem—it tells you the 
price of the bribe. Not “should I pay”, 
but “how much”?

There were some other nuances 
to the experiment that deserve fol-
low up. If we had played the game 
in Cameroon instead of Canada, 
we suspect baseline bribery would 
have been higher. Indeed, people 
with direct exposure to corruption 
norms encouraged more corruption 
in the game controlling for ethnic 
background. And those with an 
ethnic background that included 
more corrupt countries, but with-
out direct exposure were actually 
better cooperators than the third 
generation+ Canadians. These re-
sults may reveal some of the effects 

of migration and historical path 
dependence. Of course, great cau-
tion is required in applying these 
results to the messiness of the real 
world. A further investigation into 
these cultural patterns is hoped to 
be carried out in future work.

The experiment also reveals 
that corruption may be quite high 
in developed countries, but its costs 
aren’t as easily felt. Leaders in richer 
nations like the United States may 
accept “bribes” in  the form of lob-
bying or campaign funding and 
these may indeed be costly for the 
efficiency of the economy, but it 
may be the difference between a 
city building 25 or 20 schools. In 
a poor country similar corruption 
may be the difference between a 
city building 3 or 1 school. Five is 
more than 3, but 3 is three times 
more than 1. In a rich nation, the 
cost of corruption may be larger 
in absolute value, but in a poorer 
nation, it may be larger in relative 
value and felt more acutely.

The take home is that coopera-
tion and corruption are two sides of 
the same coin; different scales of co-
operation competing. This approach 
gives us a powerful theoretical and 
empirical toolkit for developing a 
framework for understanding cor-
ruption, why some states succeed 
and others fail, why some oscillate, 
and the triggers that may lead to 
failed states succeeding and suc-
cessful states failing.

Our cultural evolutionary biases 
lead us to look for whom to learn 
from and perhaps whom to avoid. 
They lead us to blame individuals 

for corruption. But just as atroci-
ties are the acts of many humans 
cooperating toward an evil end, 
corruption is a feature of a society 
not individuals.

Indeed, corruption is arguably 
easier to understand than my fear-
less acceptance of my anonymous 
barista’s coffee. Our tendency to 
favor those who share copies of 
our genes—a tendency all animals 
share—lead to both love of family 
and nepotism. Putting our buddies 
before others is as ancient as our 
species, but it creates inefficiencies 
in a meritocracy. Innovation are 
often the result of applying well-
established approaches in one area 
to the problems of another. We 
hope the science of cooperation 
and cultural evolution will give us 
new tools in combating corruption.

Putting aside what it means for 
something to be natural for our spe-
cies, suffice to say these are recent 
inventions in our evolutionary 
history, by no means culturally 
universal, and not shared by our 
closest cousins. Genes that identify 
and favor copies of themselves will 
spread. Helping those who help 
you. The United Nations Human 
Development Index ranks the 
United States 10th in the world. 
Liberia is 177th. 

Temporal discounting the de-
gree to which we value the future 
less than the present. Our tendency 
to value the present over the future 
is one reason we don’t yet have 
Moon or Mars colonies, but the 
degree to which we do this varies 
from society to society.

Nwaodu Lawrence 
Chukwuemeka

IDEAS Exchange 
Consulting, Lagos.
     email - nwaodu.

lawrence@hotmail.co.uk
     Cell:   07066375847.

Ideas 

T
he “Bribery Game” was the 
usual institutional punish-
ment public goods game 
with the punishing leader, 

but with one additional choice—
players could not only keep money 
for themselves or contribute to the 
public pool, they could also contrib-
ute to the leader. And the leader 
could not only punish or not pun-
ish, they could instead accept that 
contribution. What happened? On 
average, we saw contributions fall 
by 25% compared to the game with-
out bribery as an option. More than 
double what the pound has fallen 
against the USD since Brexit (~12%. 
Fine, bribery is costly. The World 
Bank estimates $1 trillion is paid 
in bribes alone; in Kenya, 8 out of 
10 interactions with public officials 
involves a bribe, and as pointed out 
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What would be the primary 
focus areas of your company at 
the MWC 2018?

A
t MWC 2018, Erics-
son is here to shake 
things up, focusing 
not only on ‘why’ 
and ‘what’, but also 

‘how’. We will be showcasing 
how to create value from net-
works and digital services for a 
business – now, not just as a fu-
ture possibility. We understand 
the needs of our business part-
ners, determining how to create 
value for their business, and 
pave the way for innovations 
that will further the industry, 
together.

We pride ourselves on help-
ing others to re-invent them-
selves, and so we will be looking 
at boosting mobile broadband, 
growing IoT and 5G, engaging 
through digital experience, and 
innovating new technologies 
and business concepts.

 What, in your opinion, is go-
ing to be the biggest technology 
trend of 2018 going forward?

I believe we are at a point 
of inflexion now and I have a 
reason to believe that. Let me 
explain the Kondratiev Cycle. It 
is an economic cycle coined and 
predicted by Nicolai Kondratiev 
back in 1925. He predicted that 
we will have economic cycles 
every 40 to 50 years driven by 
technological advancement. 
And, there is also the reality of 
the 4th Industrial Revolution. 
The 3rd Industrial Revolution 
was automated operations and 
electronics. Linking it to Kon-
dratiev Cycle, it would be an 
era between 1960 and 2015. So 
in a way 2015 onwards we are 
at the beginning of a new Kon-
dratiev Cycle … 4th Industrial 

Revolution.
As I mentioned, Kondratiev 

Cycle or any industrial revolu-
tion is accelerated by new tech-
nology advancement. And if we 
look at it from that perspective, 
there are five or six technology 
advances which are going to 
shape up the digital future: quan-
tum computing/cyber security, 
autonomous vehicles, consumer 
manufacturing/3D printing, 
blockchain, VR/AR, and how can 
I forget IoT and 5G technologies?

And, our annual market re-
search ‘10 Hot Consumer Trends’ 

report tells us that consumers 
are already ready for tomor-
row’s technologies. Let me give 
just a few examples:

Our bodies will be the user 
interface – Digital technology is 
beginning to operate on human 
terms. More than half of current 
users of intelligent voice assis-
tants believe we will use body 
language, intonation, touch and 
gestures to interact with tech 
just like we do with people.

Intelligent ads – More than 
half of AR or VR users think 
ads will become so realistic that 

the experiences will eventually 
replace the products themselves.

Photo is a room – Imagine 
being able to walk into a photo 
and relive a memory. Three 
out of four believe that in only 
five years they will use virtual 
reality to walk around in smart-
phone photos.

 How, in your view, can op-
erators be a valuable part of the 
rapidly evolving ICT ecosystem 
so that they can monetise new 
streams as well?

If you had to describe to-
day’s service culture in one 
word, it would be ‘Now’. Just 
look at all the services around 
us that deliver almost instant-
ly. We can book flights to an 
exotic location while we are 
heading to a work meeting, 
deliver flowers to be received 
the same day across the globe, 
or use an app to have dinner at 
a hot new restaurant delivered 
to your home.

What most consumers fail to 
think about is the technology 
that enables a truly mobile life-
style. Consumers are also privy 
to rewarding digital experiences 
from brands such as Amazon, 
Netflix and Uber. Behind the 
scenes it is the mobile network 
operators that have to maintain 
the infrastructure and systems 
being used by service providers 
like these.

Despite being the enabler 
for so many services that con-
sumers love, our research has 
shown that operators often 
find themselves being com-
pared to the digital experi-
ence they deliver. Wherever 
you are in the world, digital 
transformation is all around 
us and it has become critical to 
transform with it.

‘Ericsson is progressing from why and what to how’

Indranil Das

SundayBusiness

The 2018 Mobile World Congress (MWC) will begin on Monday, February 26 and end on Thursday, March 1. Ahead of the congress, Indranil Das, head, IT & 
Cloud, Middle East Region at Ericsson, speaks on the company’s focus areas at the MWC 2018, the biggest technology trend of 2018, among other issues.

  What are some new launch-
es or partnerships we can expect 
from your company at MWC 
2018?

There will be a number of 
launches and partnerships 
which you can expect from Er-
icsson at MWC 2018. One which 
we have recently announced is 
the Ericsson 5G Radio Dot. This 
will enable high-capacity and 
lightning-fast indoor coverage, 
evolving 5G networks, boost-
ing throughput to over 2Gbit/s. 
This device will allow for easy 
upgrades from the previous sys-
tem, complementing the existing 
networks that are already in 
operation.

We will also be announcing 
some very exciting partnerships 
which will be seeing 5G evolu-
tion truly come to life, and bring 
digital transformation to those 
who attend the event.

 Are you promoting entre-
preneurial activities at MWC 
2018 as well?

At Ericsson, we always want 
to promote entrepreneurial 
activity. One of our main focus 
areas this year is innovation 
through collaboration, and this 
involves getting to utilize tech-
nology which can open new 
business opportunities. Ericsson 
aims to help others explore a 
new direction through industry 
insights, ecosystem partners, 
and commercially available 
solutions. We provide off-the-
shelf IoT solutions which can 
make life easier for those just 
starting, or who are discovering 
new markets, acceleration along 
business development processes, 
and quickly generation a positive 
outcome. These solutions will 
be spoken about in more detail 
at MWC.

Capricorn Digital Ltd champions efforts to advance financial inclusion in Nigeria

N
igeria’s population and 
reputation as a coun-
try with the largest 
GDP ($404.6B) in Af-

rica should ordinarily make her a 
leader in the areas of financial ac-
cess and inclusion statistics, but 
this is not so, not even with the 
fact that the country’s banking 
industry’s payment systems are 
advanced compared to several 
other African countries.

This lag affects a wide range 
of Financial Service Providers 
(FSPs) in Nigeria including Com-
mercial Banks, Micro-Finance 
Banks (MFBs), Consumer Bank-

ers and every other deposit tak-
ing institution licensed by the 
Central Bank.

The challenge then becomes 
how to replicate the success the 
banking industry has recorded; 
its ability to create bank accounts 
for customers in predominantly 
more urban areas and extend it 
to include customers operating 
within other formal and infor-
mal channels; being represented 
by MFBs, pension schemes, in-
surance companies, informal 
savings clubs (esusu, ajo), money 
lenders and cooperatives.

As of today, it is no longer 
news, CBN’s position on finan-
cial exclusion, insisting that it be 

brought down to 20% by 2020. 
In order to achieve this, there 
is a need to create and drive ap-
propriate regulation, policies and 
guidelines that will bring this to 
reality but more importantly, 
proactive ideas, one of which 
is the introduction of Super 
Agents; a CBN approved entity 
that acts as an intermediary be-
tween FSPs and their customers, 
responsible for building, main-
taining and supervising a broad 
network of agents.

Currently, there are about 
f i ve  C B N  a p p ro ve d  S u p e r 
Agents including Capricorn 
Digital, a Lagos based digital 
solutions company who have 

continued actively in their 
resolve to bridge the gap, ex-
panding their network base of 
agents, building distribution 
platforms and outlets that can 
be used to reach mass market 
customers, particularly those 
living in rural and less urban 
areas.

The company has, since it 
got licensed, been creating 
values helping to eliminate 
many of the current challenges 
FSPs are facing with respect to 
financial exclusion by provid-
ing agents to reach unbanked 
persons, employing technology 
and cutting excessive docu-
mentation.

Super Agents such as Cap-
ricorn Digital Ltd. are a crucial 
stepping stone to helping FSPs 
create the distribution network 
that can be leveraged to reach the 
unbanked thereby bridging the 
exclusion. By encouraging FSPs 
to adopt them, it is believed that 
the model will breed stronger 
financial systems with more ac-
cess points for traditional agency 
banking services (cash-in, cash-
out and transfer services), which 
represents majority of financial 
services that most rural custom-
ers would want to perform at 
bank branch locations – effec-
tively now made available at all 
agent locations.

Mabel DiMMa
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Nigerian Stock market in January 2018

S
trong economic fundamen-
tals which can be measured 
in terms of significant build-
up in external reserves, 
high crude oil prices, im-

proved confidence in I & E window 
and recovery in the gross domestic 
product (GDP) have bolstered in-
vestors’ confidence in the Nigerian 
equity market, resulting in the listed 
stocks appreciating by additional 
N2.29 trillion in January 2018. 

 The market capitalisation of listed 
stocks rose from N13.61 trillion in 
December 2017 to close on Janu-
ary 31, 2018 at N15.89 trillion. That 
translated to an increase of 16.80 
percent over its closing figure in 
December 2017. The All Share Index 
(ASI) added 6,100.46 points to close 
in January at 44,343.65 compared 
with 38,243.19 which was its closing 
figure on December 29,2017, and 
thus  appreciated by 15.95 percent 
in the first month of the year.  

“There is an improved confidence 
in the Investors and Exporters’ 
Window (I & E Window), coupled 
with strong economic fundamentals 
which we saw in GDP recovery, 
lower inflation rate, strong external 
reserves and significant inflows into 
the market from foreign investors. 
In addition, yields on fixed income 
instruments are beginning to fall in 
anticipation of lower interest rates 
and local investors have started to 
allocate more resources to the equity 
market”, Rasak Abiola, Head Inves-
tor Relations at the United Bank for 
Africa (UBA), said.

Sustaining the momentum, the 
NSE Banking Index, Pension Index, 
Industrial Index and Premium In-
dex all outperformed the market. 
The NSE Banking Index rose by 
23.3 percent to close at 586.16 up 
from 475.44 in December.  The 
NSE Pension Index increased by 
21.9 percent in January at 1,682.28 
up from 1,379.74 in December. The 
NSE Industrial Index added 409.34 
points to close in January at 2,384.93 
as against 1,975.59 in December. 
Also, the NSE Premium Index closed 
higher at 3,090.56 as against 2,564.13 
in December. The NSE 30 Index re-
turned 15.6 percent in January was 
at par with the ASI.

However, other sub sectoral in-
dexes underperformed the All Share 
Index. The Main Board and Insur-
ance Indexes rose by 13.3 percent 
and 13 percent to close 1,941.25 and 
157.43 in contrast to 1,713.69 and 
139.37 as at December 2017. The Oil 
7 Gas index closed higher at 366.19, 
and that was an increase of over 
10.74 percent over 330.69 in De-
cember. The Lotus Islamic Index and 
Consumer Goods Index returned 7.6 
percent and 5.8 percent in the first 
month of the year. 

The only exception the positive 
returns posted by ASI and other sub 
sectoral indexes is NSE ASeM Index 
that closed lower by 1.4 percent. The 
ASeM Index lost 15.64 points from 
1,087.32 in December to close in 
January at 1,071.68. 

Compared with the market re-
turns in January 2017, only the NSE 

TELIAT SULE

ASeM and NSE Banking Index closed 
marginally higher by 1 percent. The 
NSE Pension remained neutral to 
market dynamics in that month. 
The NSE Insurance the closed at 
negative 1 percent; Industrial Index, 
-2 percent; NSE Premium, ASI, Main 
Board each closed at -3 percent. The 
Oil and Gas Index closed at -4 per-
cent while the Lotus Islamic Index 
and Consumer Goods closed at -6 
percent and -7 percent respectively. 

However, analysts have expressed 
divergent opinions on the sustain-
ability of the market momentum. 

“The valuation of stocks on the 
Nigerian bourse is relatively cheaper 
when compared with their peers in 
other emerging markets. This im-
plies some of these stocks are trading 
at a discount and there is room for 

further growth”, Abiola added.
“Fund inflows, political space and 

relative cheapness of Nigerian stocks 
compared to emerging markets still 
need to be linked to how they are 
expected to drive earnings perfor-
mance of companies; higher fiscal 
and consumer spending for health-
care, consumer staples, and materials 
sector companies, high oil price for 
upstream energy companies, favour-
able agricultural policies for the ag-
ricultural products companies, more 
stable FX environment for easing 
cost pressures for consumer staples 
companies, and lots more. Based on 
all the factors highlighted above, it 
is just natural to expect the tempo to 
temper as investors re-evaluate and 
realign”, Meristem Research, said in 
a note to clients.

Vetiva Banking ETF sets the pace 
in January

Vetiva Banking ETF set the pace in 
January 2018 as it closed by 136.69 
percent year to date. The reason 
for this high return may not be un-
connected with its price as it is the 
cheapest listed ETF at N5.87 per unit. 
Stanbic IBTC ETF was closed higher 
at 84.5 percent and it was followed 
by Vetiva Consumer ETF which re-
tuned 82.84 percent year to date on 
31 January. Vetiva GRIFFIN 30 ETF 
returned 74.01 to close in January 
at N20.55 per unit.   The SIAML Pen-
sion ETF 40 closed at 72.28 percent 
while Vetiva Industrial ETF was up 
by 70.97 percent. Lotus Halal Equity 
ETF was up by 50.42 percent; New 
Gold ETF closed higher at 31.11 per-
cent while the least performing of 

the ETFs was Vetiva S & P Nigeria 
Sovereign Fund that closed higher 
at 25.91 percent. 

Flour Mills of Nigeria floats Rights 
Issue

Nigerian Flour Mills Plc, a domi-
nant force in the consumer goods 
sector, floated Rights Issue on Mon-
day January 15, 2018. The company 
is out to raise 1,476,142,418 ordinary 
shares of 50 kobo each at the offer 
price of N27 per share. The allocat-
ing ratio is 9 new ordinary shares 
for 16 ordinary shares held as at 8 
December 2017. The offer will close 
on Wednesday 21, February 2018. As 
at December 2017, Flour Mills had 
2,624,237,187 ordinary shares and 
if fully subscribed, the company’s 
total ordinary shares will rise to 
4,100,379,605. 
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Creating youth entrepreneurs in mining business

Job creation

J
ob creation is a major issue 
for Nigerian economy. Ev-
ery government in Nigeria 
battles with unemploy-
ment challenge because 

of its consequent effects. As at 
December 2017, the unemployed 
rate stood at 18.8% from 14.2%. 
The youth who form about 70% 
of estimated 170 million Nigeria’s 
population is mostly affected as 
many of them are in this unem-
ployment basket.

Many reasons account for the 
rising unemployment.  Chiefly 
among them is fast growing popu-
lation and inadequate plans to 
accommodate their needs, lack of 
flourishing industries to absorb job 
applicants and lack of government 
policy to open areas of opportuni-
ties especially in untapped mining 
sector for self-employments.

Private- led sectors
Of recent, Nigeria’s bourgeon-

ing entertainment sector, largely 
driven by the private sector has 
offered millions of direct and in-
direct employment to Nigerians 
contributing about 2.5% to Nige-
ria’s  $430 billion GDP (2017).

Today, Fintech industry, riding 
on the back of GSM is growing 
phenomenally. Many of the firms 
with some number of employees 
are providing niche solutions to 
particular sectors. Aggrey  Ma-
posa, the CEO of Kantar Nigeria 
described the emergence of Fin-
tech industry as the new economy. 
“Before now we had an economy 
that is based on crude oil, manu-
facturing and others, but the new 
economy is digital”, he said. There 
are many firms in that space creat-
ing entrepreneurs and also provid-
ing employment.

Agribusiness appears to be 
catching youth attention. This is 
partly informed by the growing 
population and the need to feed 
them.  In the past, there has been 
lack of youth interest in agribusi-
ness in spite efforts to stimulate 
their interest in agriculture as 
part of efforts to reduce ‘youth 
unemployment’. It is believed that 
increased involvement of Nigerian 
youth in agribusiness will assist to 
reduce the challenges of the age-
ing farm population. The present 
perceived interest of the youth in 
agribusiness needs to be sustained 
to increase the present 26% Agri-
culture sector contribution to GDP.

Mining sector
There appears to be a mental 

barrier for Nigerian youth en-
gaging in solid mineral mining 
in Nigeria. Unlike the entertain-
ment industry, agriculture and 
Fintech, mining business is seen 
either as exclusive to govern-
ment, restricted to some people, 

unintentionally warehoused until 
crude oil vanishes or seen as very 
capital intensive business. But PPP 
could be created and enhanced to 
make participation easy for small 
investors.

Nigeria is rich in different solid 
minerals deposits which if mined 
are used in different sectors for 
different developmental purposes. 
A mineral is a naturally occur-
ring substance that is solid and 
inorganic.

Reports suggest that there are 
over 30 different kinds of solid 
minerals and precious metals (Sap-
phire, Aquamarine, Topaz etc.) 
buried in Nigerian soil waiting to 
be exploited. This include: Clay, 
Coal, Gypsum, Magnetite, Kaolin, 
Limestone, Columbite, Casseterite, 
Fluorite, Wolframite, Gemstones, 
Barite, Bentonite, Tantalite, Lead, 
Zinc, Bitumen, Talc, Feldspar, Gold, 
Iron Ore, Silver, Lithium, Mica, 
Kyanite, Phosphate, Quartz, Man-
ganese and Glass sand.

Kabiru Arogundade, Pro-
gramme Director for Diipsolution 
Africa Mining Exhibition and 
Award – DAMEA said mining 
business is huge that can accom-
modate any player whether small 
or big, but said understanding the 
industry is key for any would-be 
entrepreneur.

Arogundade who is organising 
African conference and exhibi-
tion on mining in May 30 – June 
1, this year at Eko Hotels advised 
young people who are interested 
in mining that the forthcoming 
conference and exhibition offers 
participants opportunity to get 
the necessary information that 
would make them understand the 
mining market better. The busi-
ness demands going to the field 
to understand requirements and 
therefore try to meet those needs.

Delegates across African coun-
tries are expected at the confer-
ence who will throw more light in 
to the sector and seal deals.

According to him, the forum 
was designed to assist start- up and 
already established entrepreneurs 
to integrate themselves in the busi-
ness of mining and understand the 
risks and benefits of the business. 
He explained that mining involves 
exploration, just like conducting 
feasibility study in other business 
areas. “Once an investor succeeds 
in his exploration, it could pay for 
all other initial investments. As 
an entrepreneur, taking risks is 
important but taking good risks 
is what the conference scheduled 
for May 30 to June 1 this year is 
all about.

“We want to make participa-

tion in mining business light by 
bringing young people and other 
stakeholders from Nigeria and 
across Africa who can share risks 
and benefits in the business of 
mining. The forum will throw up 
partnerships and collaboration 
for individuals who are passion-
ate about mining to go into the 
business.

Arogundade also said that get-
ting licence and registration in the 
business of mining in Nigeria may 
look cumbersome and rigorous for 
individuals who lack understand-
ing of the industry.

 He said another area start-
ups and youth can come into the 
industry is through trading of the 
products. “If you are not a mining 
engineer and Geologist, you can 
invest and recruit the right people 
or you can trade in the products by 
employing individuals who are 
accustomed with the field that will 
identify market for the products”.

Arogundade who is passionate 
about opportunities in the mining 
industry also encouraged even 
undergraduates to prepare their 
future early enough by picking 
interest in the mining towards 
becoming successful businessmen 
or women.

He revealed that new min-
ing projects are coming into full 
production this year across some 
African countries. The projects 
estimated at $18 billion are nine 
copper mines,  four gold mines, 
four diamond mines, three coal 
mines, three platinum mines, two 
uranium mines, iron ore, nickel, 
zinc and potash mines each. Out 
of the investments, South Africa is 
taking 29%,  DRC 23%, Mauritania, 
Namibia and Zimbabwe 8% each 
while Zambia takes 7%.

Mining and quarrying current-
ly account for about 20 per cent of 
Africa’s economic activity and 10 
per cent of the continent’s total 
export earnings, Arogundade said

Tunde Oduwole, managing 
director Tunde Oduwole and As-
sociates who has been in business 
for more than 40 years said the 
conference on mining is an eye 
opener for Nigeria. He regretted 
that unfortunately, of all African 
countries, Nigeria has been be-
hind in mining because there is 
no direction.

He cited countries like Tanza-
nia, South Africa and Kenya as 
having thriving mining industry 
while Nigeria has relied heavily 
on crude oil for  revenue.

He said Nigeria has abandoned 
mining while in the world today 
mining is a good business. He also 
regretted that government has not 
taken appreciative step to develop 
and encourage solid mineral min-
ing for the private sector.

Oduwole advised government 
to develop and promote strong 
policy for mining to allow private 
sector and individuals participate 
in the business either as partner-
ships or go-alone business stating 
that UN has a grant for mining 
for individual businesses which 
he said Nigerians have not taken 
advantage of.

Objective of the mining con-
ference

Diipsolution Africa Mining 
Exhibition Award, with expected 
Federal Ministry of Mines and 
Lagos State government strong 
participation is a mining impact 
and development summit aimed 
at exploring young talents and 
professionals for ingenuous and 
competitive mining solutions to 
strengthen the economy of Africa.

This event organized and pro-
moted by Timidade Mineral and 
Mining Investment Limited is 
primarily focused on Africa min-
ing industry but covers interests in 
other continents across the globe.

The event will provide a plat-
form for professionals, operators, 
investors, governments, agencies, 
trainers and trainees, in the sector 
to converge, exchange ideas, initi-
ate/seal deals, and win mandates. 
It will also be a platform for  recog-
nition of ingenuities, innovations, 
investments and bold strides 
players have made in this rich 
sector of  national and continental 
economy.

According to the organisers, 
the conference will also strength-
en the participation of young 
talents and professionals in the de-
velopment of the sector. The event 
is open for all organizations who 
want to promote their brands to 
their old and new audience and or 
show their genuine commitment 
to the growth and development of 
the mining sector; these include: 
Government Agencies, Mining 
Bodies/Companies, Financial/
Investment Companies, Manu-
facturing Companies, Product and 
Service Companies

With the song of diversification 
on the lips of Nigerians, mining 
offers another opportunity for 
Nigeria. As Lagos State Governor,  
Akinwunmi Ambode  said recent-
ly, Nigeria needs to create at least 
four million jobs annually to meet 
its growth ambitions and achieve 
full economic potential and this 
cannot happen unless the country 
opens opportunity in areas such as 
mining and  jettisons policies that 
stifle development.

Nigeria can begin today to 
seriously develop and promote 
the mining sector by encouraging 
youth participation to offer job 
opportunities, increase GDP and 
develop the economy.

L-R: Kabiru Arogundade, program director, DAMEA; Hajia Rakia Zubairu of Bank of 
Industry; and  Tunde Oduwole, MD, Tunde Oduwole, associates, during the unveiling 
of the forth coming Diipsolution Africa Mining Exhibition and Award 2018 in Lagos. 

In spite of environmental challenges, Nigeria is a hotbed for investment. With songs of shift from oil and diversification, 
untapped solid minerals sector offers huge opportunity for Nigerians including the youth. What is key is understanding of 
the sector and government promotion. Fortunately, an international conference on mining is scheduled in Nigeria in May, 
this year to offer every explanation and serve to create PPP for passionate youth and entrepreneurs. Daniel Obi writes
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NewsmakersOfYesteryears
Saburi Biobaku: Unilag’s VC who was stabbed by 
a student who disagreed with his choice as VC

Brilliant academic

P
rofessor Saburi Bio-
baku was a brilliant 
academic. He had 
the best of education 
from the best schools 

in Nigeria and outside the 
shores of Nigeria. And he had 
scholarships galore all through.

According to the erudite 
scholar in an interview we 
had with him in 1985, during 
my stint with Vanguard, “I 
studied on scholarship in Gov-
ernment College Ibadan be-
tween 1932 and 1937, and also 
on scholarship at Yaba Higher 
College where I read English 
and History between 1938 and 
1940, and was awarded Higher 
College Teaching Diploma (the 
highest teaching qualification 
in Nigeria then).”

Similarly, he was on schol-
arship at University College 
Exeter between 1944 and 
1945(after obtaining the inter-
mediate bachelor’s degree in 
1942 as a private student), and 
Cambridge University (1945-
1947) where he had his B.A. 
Honours degree in History and 
English. Finally, “I availed my-
self of government facilities for 
study leave with pay to do my 
M.A. and PhD in History at the 
University of London between 
1950 and 1951,” he said.

Unilag crisis
Fine academic records, you 

would agree, but things be-
came awry for him at the peak 
of his academic career at the 
University of Lagos. In 1965, 
he was appointed as the Vice 
Chancellor of the University 
of Lagos amidst allegations of 
ethnic favoritism in his choice 
as vice chancellor. He was 
stabbed by Kayode Adams, a 
student radical who believed 
Biobaku appointment was un-
fair and ethnically motivated.

According to Professor Ben 
Nwanbueze, “I was one of 
the first lecturers appointed 
in UNILAG. I was teaching 
in London, and I had to come 
down with Professor Gawa, 
my Dean in London School of 
Economics, to open the Law 
Faculty in the University of 
Lagos in 1962. Three years 
after, in 1965, there was a cri-
sis over the appointment of 
the vice chancellor. Professor 
Eni Njoku was the pioneer 
vice chancellor, and there was 
trouble between Igbo and the 
Yoruba and he was dropped for 
Professor Sabiru Biobaku, and 
there was a crisis. The students 
would not have it. I happened 
to be a leader of the staff in 
support of Eni Njoku, on prin-
ciple. This man had done first 
class work. Why do you want 
to drop him after three years 

SIAKA MOMOH Abeokuta. Biobaku also served 
as a registrar of the University 
of Ibadan.

His father died at 45 when 
little Saburi was only 13; so he 
grew up under his grandpar-
ents. His grandfather, who was 
the Giwa of Igbore Abeokuta, 
inspired him most. He was his 
favourite grandson. Said he; “I 
sat in his horse with him when 
he visited the Alake of Egbal-
and Oba Ladapo Ademola II. I 
sat beside him while he adju-
dicated. I was thus exposed to 
happenings, to the history of my 
people. This kindled my interest 
in history.”

Later career
According to historical re-

cords, in 1957, Professor Bio-
baku wrote a book on his ethnic 
group, the Egba’s.  The book 
was titled: ‘The Egba’s and their 
Neighbours’.  It was originally 
written as a dissertation but 
later turned into a 99-page text. 
He focused on the position of 
Egba’s within historical con-
texts and factors that effected 
change in Yorubaland. The book 
also contained information on 
Egbaland during the coming of 
the Christian missionaries in the 
nineteenth century. At the time, 
the book was the second Nige-
rian authored historical study 
published by the Oxford Univer-
sity Press, after Kenneth Dike’s, 
Trade and Politics in the Niger 
Delta. He later wrote ‘Sources 
of Yoruba History’, published 
in 1973, and a few other books.

Politics
In the early years of Nigeria’s 

independence, while serving in 
the administration of Awolowo, 
he advocated an optimistic 
but cautious approach to Pan-
Africanism, believing that the 
freedom the country fought for 
and gained with independence 
should be used early on by the 
government and many others 
to nurture the individual Af-
rican personalities that reside 
the  within country especially 
in matters affecting health, 
literacy and eliminating pov-
erty. However, he supported 
the promotion of regional or-
ganizations for economic and 
social aims and the view of 
Pan Africanism as described 
by Anthony Enahoro, that it is 
a consummation devoutly to 
be wished.

In his later years, he was in-
volved in moves to promote Yo-
ruba unity, especially after the 
demise of General Sani Abacha.
He also sought a re-appraisal of 
the country’s political structure, 
favouring a four tier system of 
governance, made up of federal, 
regional, state and local admin-
istrations.

He also served as the chair-
man of the Nigerian National 
Antiques Commission, Nigerian 
Textile Mills and the editorial 
board of Encyclopedia Africana.

Saburi-Biobaku

Nsukka where he remained 
until the outbreak of the civil 
war in 1967.

Ben Nwanbueze’s ordeal
Nwanbueze was charged 

to Igbosere Magistrate Court 
and convicted because one of 
the lecturers in the university 
said Nwanbueze hit him on 
the head with a chair. He was 
however released on appeal by 
Justice JSC Taylor, Chief Judge 
of Lagos. When General Ironsi 
took over, he sacked the mag-
istrate who convicted Nwan-

bueze. All these preceded the 
Nigerian civil war.

Biobaku was Nigerian schol-
ar, historian and politician, 
who lived between 1918 and 
2001, who was among a set 
of Yoruba historians who fol-
lowed the pioneering effort of 
Samuel Johnson in setting the 
foundations of Yoruba histori-
ography and creating reference 
notes of indigenous African 
historical literature. Apart from 
being Vice Chancellor of the 
University of Lagos, he also 
served as a pro-chancellor of the 
Obafemi Awolowo University. 
He revealed at the interview in 
question, “If my father had lived 
longer, and if he had his way, he 
would have made sure I became 
a lawyer. He had a number of 
lawyer friends whom he ad-
mired and whom would have 
helped make me one”.

Biobaku was born in Igbore, 
Abeokuta to the family of a 
prominent Muslim chief and 
wealthy transporter, Sanni  
Oloyede  Biobaku. On his return 
to Nigeria, he started his career 
teaching; he worked as a school 
master in his former school at 
Government College, Ibadan. 
He later became the secretary 
to the premier of the Western 
Region, Nigeria. Prior to becom-
ing the Premier’s secretary, he 
was taught by him early on 
in his primary school days at 

purely on tribal grounds? And 
there was a crisis.”

Counter accusation
Meanwhile, the group of 

teaching staff in support of 
Professor Saburi Biobaku ac-
cused Professor Eni Njoku and 
his group of tribalism in the 
running of the affairs of the 
university.  Njoku resigned and 
became a visiting professor 
at Michigan State University, 
United States. In 1966, Njoku 
was appointed vice-chancellor 
of the University of Nigeria, 

“If my father had lived lon-

ger, and if he had his way, he 

would have made sure I be-

came a lawyer. He had a num-

ber of lawyer friends whom 

he admired and whom would 

have helped make me one”
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Today’s youths are distracted from the things 
of God by materialism – Pastor Ajiboye

Recently your parish celebrat-
ed its first anniversary; what can 
you say about the journey so far?

I 
would say great because 
we are still in the mood of 
celebration through prayer. 
The feeling has been awe-
some from day one till today, 

especially being in the presence of 
God knowing that God is always 
and ever ready to keep you going 
all the way. We are grateful to God 
for his faithfulness towards us. Ac-
tually the parish is a youth church 
and together with my team we 
manage the church. We have 
also received tremendous support 
from our former provincial youth 
pastor, Pastor John Tosin, who is 
now the regional youth evangelist 
for Province1and 20, who planted 
the church in 2016 and gave me 
and my team the opportunity to 
serve God with a different mind-
set of sowing seed which many 
other pastors lack. He discovered 
me from the adult church where 
I was as a zonal youth president/
pastor. So I am using this medium 
to appreciate him for allowing God 
to use him to actualize God’s plan 
for my life. I also appreciate Team 
8 leader, Pastor ThankGod Em-
manuel, for supporting my dream, 
as well as other pastors who have 
contributed to the fast growth of 
the parish. For the past one year 
we have been enjoying divine 
backing and support from God and 
the church authority, especially 
from our father, the General Over-
seer of RCCG Worldwide, Pastor 
Enoch Adejare Adeboye. Working 
for God is the best decision I have 
ever made in my life. I enjoy doing 
his work because he is a rewarder 
of those that diligently seek him.

 Having led a youth church for 
the past one year, what is your 
opinion on the youth ministry?

The youth ministry is great 
and massive. However, majority 
of the youths of today seem to be 
distracted from the things of God 

by the things happening around 
them. Many appear to be mate-
rialistic in their outlook, which 
is affecting their service to God. 
The work has been great because 
I have team members who have 
made the work wonderful. Some 
of the things happening were 
not some of the things I thought I 
would see in terms of support and 
people being enthusiastic about 
working for God. I have discovered 
that most people are enthusias-
tic about working for God. The 
church is a place to teach people, 
especially the youths, about the 
things of God and how to sustain 
good moral values. The scriptures 
in Galatians 5:22-23 spoke about 
the fruit of the spirit. Many youths 
do not manifest these qualities 
because of the get-rich-quick syn-
drome. The quest for the things 
of the world and the desire to be 
successful in life has led them to 
abandon seeking after God.

 What then is your advice to 
the youths?

My advice to the youths is to 

seek God the more in all they do 
and to put their trust in God as the 
source of all things they need in 
life. Youths must understand that 
life is a process, and the route to 
success is also a process. Therefore, 
they must learn to understand 
and appreciate the processes of 
getting things done in their lives. 
I would also want the youths to 
understand that teachings on 
the pulpit are not to appeal but, 
rather, to encourage and admon-
ish them to know God the more. 
The youths should understand the 
importance of waiting on God for 
sustenance in all they engage in 
and with perseverance through 
the knowledge of God’s word and 
by the leading of the Holy Spirit, 
they will achieve the best. There 
is always a reward for waiting. 
The longer you wait for your seed 
to grow, the stronger and better it 
will become. My other admoni-
tion to the youths is that they 
should take control of their world; 
everything they need to succeed is 
within them, what they need to be 

great has been provided by nature, 
they only need formal education 
to polish their God-given talent. 
So, I advise them to look inward 
to find what God has created them 
to be. They should also stay away 
from bad company; if they move 
with the wrong company they are 
likely to end up in the wrong direc-
tion. While waiting for Nigeria to 
get better, they should sit up and 
know that success is not about 
music or football alone.

 There has been this talk about 
youth development and leader-
ship; what do you see as the 
missing link?

I think people are more inter-
ested in other things rather than 
building or developing the youths 
towards taking up leadership, 
either in the secular world or in 
the church. I believe it is a very 
big mistake because the biggest 
threat that Nigeria has today is 
towards the next generation. 
Sadly, the youths can no longer 
find role models in the present 
crop of leadership that we have. 
However, all hope is not lost as 
we can still rebuild the broken 
places if the people, especially the 
leaders, can channel more efforts 
towards developing young talents. 
It is true that everything rises and 
falls on leadership, but the youths 
too must have role models that 
they look up to, to help them grow 
and nurture their talent. For hope 
to be restored, there must be com-
mitment from leaders that under-
stand and appreciate the role of 
selfless service in leadership with 
clear sense of direction, who can 
initiate and implement people-
oriented programmes; leadership 
that encourages excellence, cre-
ates and leverages on institutions 
purposely designed for growth.

 Yours is a young and growing 
church. Going forward, what is 
your goal for the church? 

Our goal for the church is to 
grow in number and develop the 

church. At the moment we are 
using a rented apartment for our 
services, but we look forward to a 
time when the church will be able 
to have a place of its own. That 
way, we would be able to organize 
activities and events to suit our 
members. One thing that is key on 
my mind right now is to see how 
we can send some of our youths 
for leadership conferences and 
trainings. If I have the resources 
with me, I have decided to sponsor 
as many as we can this year. 

We intend to see people get 
more engaged with the things 
they do, both in the church and 
with their secular work. We 
want the youths to understand 
that nobody can do everything 
for them absolutely, because 
most of the times what looks pe-
culiar to you could only be best 
handled and tackled by you, 
and that way they will learn to 
deal with their problem. When 
people begin to appreciate and 
embrace what is good for them, 
then help will come. Even with 
God, God expects you to do 
something good to be added to, 
he doesn’t expect us to sit back 
and expect others to do things 
for us.

 Combining your secular job 
and the ministry is tasking, how 
do you manage both?

I am not a full-time pastor, 
so the church allows us to work 
while we manage the ministry. 
As such, managing my secular 
job and the ministry has been 
easy, again, thanks to my team 
members who are helping in 
the ministration. I do not have to 
preach every time. Sometimes 
when I am not able to come to the 
church for the mid-week service, 
my assistant is there to take charge 
of the work. So, in the last one 
year we have been able to build 
a synergy of working together as 
a team, which accounted for the 
success story of the parish.

Yomi Ajiboye is the pastor of Redeemed Christian Church of God (RCCG), David’s Court, Youth Province 3, Ibafo, Ogun State. Earlier last month, 
the parish marked its first anniversary to celebrate God’s goodness and faithfulness to the church and its congregation. In this interview with 
SEYI JOHN SALAU, Ajiboye speaks on the journey so far working with the youths in God’s vineyard as a young adult and youth pastor. Excerpts:   

Ajiboye

SUNDAYBD 34 Sunday 04 February 2018C002D5556

Scripture Union urges FG to stem killings, insecurity in Nigeria 

W
orried about the 
current state of in-
security, kidnap-
pings and other 

vices in the country ,Scripture 
Union (SU) Nigeria, an interna-
tional, interdenominational and 
non-denominational Christian 
organization committed to the 
work of evangelizing among  chil-
dren, youth, families, has urged 
the Federal Government to stem 
the tide of killings and address  all 
the critical challenges facing the 

country.
The Union stated this in a 

communiqué jointly signed by 
the trio of  Prof M.O. Iwe, National 
Chairman; Mr. Phillips Adewale, 
National Director; and Mr. Odicha’ 
Ude, Council Secretary, at  her 
101st Council Meeting held at  the 
National Camp of Faith Okigwe, 
Imo State .

According to the statement 
,the Federal Government should 
look critically and without bias at 
the various agitations from many 

ethnic nationalities that make up 
Nigeria in order to ensure equity 
and fair play for peaceful and pro-
gressive co-existence.

The Union also urged the 
Federal Government to ensure 
equitable consideration in ap-
pointments considering the 
heterogeneous nature of  Nigeria 
in order to assure various ethnic 
nationalities fair play and sense 
of belonging.

The SU further enjoined the 
Federal Government to address 

youth restiveness through sus-
tainable employment capable of 
assuring the  children and youths 
adequate daily provisions.

‘’SU opines that qualitative edu-
cation in Nigeria stands as the only 
incontrovertible means of national 
development, hence the Post-UME 
in tertiary institutions should be 
encouraged and sustained”, the 
Union stated.

It stressed that both the Federal 
and State governments should as 
a matter of urgency address the 

issue of unpaid salaries, pension 
allowances to their serving and 
retired staff, and serious action  be 
taken to address high cost of doing 
business in Nigeria due to lack of 
optimal power supply and linger-
ing poor road infrastructure.

Commending the Federal Gov-
ernment in her fight against cor-
ruption, the union called on the 
government to transparently de-
clare recovered loots to Nigerians 
in order to provide level-playing 
ground in the  anti-graft war.
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OBINNA EMELIKE

Deaf vs. Dumb installation by Ayo Akinwade

Ayo Akinwade Power Show by Ayo Akinwale
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I
n an era when many 
artists ,  esp e cially 
the emerging ones 
are trying to create 
s ignature  expres -

sions that will set them 
apart from the rest, Ayo 
Akinwande easi ly  ex -
press himself in the most 
creative way.

The trained architect 
t u r n e d  p h o t o g r a p h e r 
and multimedia artist is 
unique with his work; a 
growing practice, which 
involves experimentation 
with photography, instal-
lation, performance, vid-
eo and sound in exploring 
the concepts of identity, 
perception, duality and 
the multi-faceted layers 
of the human reality.

His works are sought-
after because his ability 
to experiment with both 
black and white colours 
in a creative process and 
storytelling. The intel-
lectual insight he brings 
to bear in his works also 
amazes visual art lovers. 
“While I work in different 
genres of photography 
like fashion, portraiture, 
landscape, nude, my fo-
cus is on exploring the 
p erformative p ossibili-
ties of daily life through 
critical views of social, 
political and cultural is-
sues from the contempo-
rary Nigerian context”,  
he  explains.

Another intrigue of 
the visual  artist  is  his 

Ayo Akinwande and his journey to creative freedom

use of archival materials, 
such as newspaper prints 
and p osters,  to engage 
with memory and his-
tory, yet he finds time 
to research through his 
works, the role of beliefs 
and mythology from a 
West African perspective 
by investigating rituals, 
traditions and routines.

For instanc e,  in his 
project titled “Boju-Boju”, 
a popular Yoruba tradi-
tional game playe d by 
children which is an in-
digenous adaptation of  
the game of  Hide and 

Seek, the artist explored 
the concepts of identity, 
perception, duality and 
the multi-faceted layers 
of the human reality using 
a number of select West 
African masks and nude 
figures to create a visual 
narrative in addressing a 
wide spectrum of salient 
s o cial  phenomena and 
maladies which seem to 
have attained the status 
of normalcy in everyday 
lives and society at large.

He also does activism 
with his craft. In one of 
his current projects titled, 

“Generation X”, he used 
sound, found objects and 
photographs to  create 
s eries  of  installations, 
which seek to address the 
electricity and economic 
problems in Nigeria.

Furthering that series 
of s elf-style d fight for 
the  c ommon man and 
push for a better society, 
the artist in his most re-
cent work, a site-specific 
installation piece with 
s c u l p t u re s  a n d  s o u n d 
title d “D eaf vs.  Dumb” 
takes its point of entry 
from the unending “Fight 

against Corruption” cam-
paign by the Nigerian 
government.

He attempts to wade 
through an ideology tra-
jectory and pose questions 
which situate the viewers 
in the same scope.

In his journey to cre-
ative freedom, Ayo Akin-
wande found expression 
in the art of photography 
and has since sought to 
expound his expressive 
and thematic scope. His 
work focuses on the per-
formative possibilities of 
everyday life; drawing his 
props from the same pal-
ette. He strives to recreate 
surreal experiences which 
he believes through keen 
observation can be traced 
in memory and reality. 
He addresses social issues 
with the us e of satire, 
while holding a light to in-
terpersonal relationships.

Besides his solo exhibi-
tion tagged “Boju Boju” in 
Lagos in 2015, he also had 
his first solo exhibition in 
Europe in that same year 
titled “Women of Africa” 
at Blank Wall Gallery in 
Athens, Greece.

Th e  s olo  e xh i bi t i on 
series were followed by 
Census  Clo ck in  2016. 
I t  w a s  a n  i n s t a l l at i o n 
o f  h a n d b e l l ,  w o o d , 
246x60x60 cm.

He has  part ic ipate d 
in over 10 selected proj-
ects, 12 group exhibitions, 
three solo exhibitions and 
two artist residences in-
cluding; 2016 Internation-

al Institute for Creative 
Development (IICD Cen-
tre), Abuja, Nigeria, and 
2016 CCALagos ASIKO 
International Arts School, 
Addis-Ababa, Ethiopia.

Ayo was part of the 
“What’s Inside Her Never 
Dies” group exhibition 
at the Yeelen gallery in 
Miami,  USA. The same 
show was also featured at 
the 2015 Art Basel Miami.

He was a contributor 
to the Book “ASIKO: On 
the Future of Artistic and 
C u rat o r i a l  Pe d a g o g i e s 
in Africa” by the Centre 
for Contemporary Arts 
Lagos, with images from 
his  photo s eries “Post-
c a r d s  f ro m  A d d i s ”  i n -
cluded in his visual essay. 
His works have also been 
featured in art reviews 
and publ icat ions  such 
as Art Africa, Dienacht 
Magazine, PoetsArtists, 
Punch Newspapers, Con-
t e m p o ra r y& ,  T h e  S o l e 
Adventurer, and Some-
thingWeAfricansGot.

Akinwande co-curated 
the first Lagos Biennial of 
Contemporary Arts and 
was also one of the partici-
pating artists at the show, 
which held at the Nige-
rian Railway Museum. He 
was selected for the 2nd 
Changjiang International 
Photography and Video 
Biennial and was also part 
of the “Chinafrika-under 
construction” exhibition 
at the Museum of Con-
temporary Arts, Leipzig. 
His works have been ex-
hibited in solo and group 
shows across African and 
beyond.

T h e  a r t i s t ,  w h o  c ut 
his teeth at the Center 
for Contemporary Arts, 
and Lagos International 
Art School (ASIKO) was a 
participant at the Art Ac-
tion Academy workshop 
organised by the Centre 
for Artistic Activism after 
which he was conferred 
with the title “Creative 
Artist” by the academy.

The artist  l ives and 
works in Lagos. His work is 
in the collection of the Na-
tional Museum, Lagos and 
other private collections.

However, the artist is 
staging another exhibi-
t ion to  op en the year. 
Titled ‘Power Show’, the 
exhibition features an 
installation, photography 
and performance art. It is 
curated by Erin Rice and 
opens from February 3 till 
21st at Omenka Gallery, 
Ikoyi Crescent, Lagos.
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T
his week we will be 
looking at a Nige-
rian movie kind of 
fashioned around 
the girl child. As 

usual the Nollywood movies 
are not always my first op-
tions but it will be very patri-
otic of me to “buy Niger and 
watch Niger” if you get what 
I mean. Well I must commend 
the producers also because 
they are all doing a brilliant 
job and I sincerely believe in 
them that in no time we will 
get there, just like the Holly-
wood movies yes you heard 
me. I said so we are there al-
ready with the music industry 
and the movie industry will 
be no exception. Now to the 
movie, well I will say it was 
ok, although I did get varied 
options and mixed feelings 
about the movie that almost 
made me not watch it person-
ally, I will say the intriguing 
thing about the movie was 
the story line and the lessons 
leant. I must say it was very 
informative and educative as 
a lot will be learnt. It also had 
a good blend of comedy in it. 
The early part of the movie 
was kind of slow but at about 
an hour into the movie the 
action was unveiled.

The movie had the best of 
the Nigerian acts- like Omoni 
Oboli, Uche Jumbo, Chioma 
Akpotha, Ufuoma Mcder-
mott, Kenneth Okonkwo, 
Kalu Ikeagwu, Julius Agu, 
Kehinde Bankole,Udoka, Oye-
ka, Peggie Ovire and Emeka 

Wives on strike
411: Nonso Bassey’s debut 
single is worth the wait

Okoye. The movie sure did  
have the best acts in the Nige-
rian industry and they were 
able to impeccably act their 
parts to blend the nice story 
line. They displayed to us 
the typical characteristics of 
the Nigerian house wife and 
their daily activities. The full 
action of the movie was saved 
towards the end.

To the movie proper the 
movie started quiet gently 
with little or no action at the 
beginning and the tempo 
went on as it progressed. The 
story line was it for me, maybe 
because I believe so much in 
the girl child been protected 
I quickly connected to the 
movie. So basically the movie 
was about a group of women 
who came together to fight for 
the liberation of  under aged 
child who the father wanted 
to give away because he had to 
resources to training her. The 
wives had asked their hus-
bands to intercede but they all 

exclaimed that it wasn’t their 
business “the typical Nigerian 
phrase of mind your business” 
they forgot that any issue not 
treated properly now could be-
come your business within the 
shortest possible time. Since 
the men couldn’t intercede 
to save Amina the mothers 
decided to do something dras-
tic, hence the going on strike 
in their homes and depriving 
their husbands of any sexual 
pleasure(in the movie called 
Jagolover) till their demand 
was meant.

I could see the passion, 
excitement and vigor these 
women used in displaying 
their individual parts, they 
all did so well and performed 
their part to its best. They 
didn’t stop or give up until 
their demands were meant, 
what looked like a daunted 
impossible mission to embark 
on initially became a world-
wide news for the women, 
they became famous and 

known. Lesson learnt for 
me we must all learn to be 
each others keeper, and fight 
for what we believe in. the 
women fought vigorously till 
their voice was heard. One 
hilarious aspect about the 
movie was their movement 
symbol of the ladies “Lock 
Up” sign which signified that 
they were not going to offer 
anything to their husbands.

I will say that the movie 
had all its action saved for 
the end. After much strike, 
debates and appearances 
on TV, their voices were 
heard and the petitions were 
granted. Amazingly Amina 
was saved from the husband 
to be and the movie ended on 
a very good note.

To my verdict I will place 
the movie as an ok movie, was 
nice, good and interesting. 
I will score the movie 7/10, 
although I felt like the title of 
the movie should have being 
a bit different. I think general-
ly the movie had a good story 
line and a few lessons to learn 
from. It was obvious that each 
act knew their onions very 
well and this blend brought 
about a beautiful movie.

Feel free to review any 
movie of your choice in not 
more than 200 words, please 
send us a mail to offduty@
businessdayonline.com and 
stand a chance to win a free 
movie ticket.

Linda Ochugbua
@lindaochugbua

N
onso Bassey” is 
a multi-talent-
ed singer, song 
writer, actor and 

model best described as the 
quintessential artiste. Born 
Chukwunonso Bassey Iwu-
chukwu in Imo State, Nige-
ria, he was employed within 
the Federal Civil Service, 
which did not deter or derail 
his passion for improving on 
his amazing vocal qualities, 
hence his participation and 
success at the 2016 edition 
of The Voice Nigeria where 
he made it to the final. 
Starring in the popular TV 
soap “Battleground”, Nonso 
Bassey remains relevant 
and guarantees endearment 
within his ever increasing 
fan base.

His signing under Uni-
versal Music Group Nigeria 
as an artiste has encouraged 
and inspired the release of 
his eagerly anticipated de-

N
igeria’s most 
i n n o v a t i v e 
telecommuni-
cations com-
pany, 9mobile, 

has announced the three 
shortlisted books for the 
2018 edition of the 9mobile 
Prize for Literature, its flag-
ship Pan-African literary 
prize.

The three shortlisted 
titles are: Stay with Me by 
Nigeria’s Ayobami Ade-
bayo; What it Means When 
a Man Falls Down From 
the Sky by Lesley Nneka 
Arimah, also a Nigerian; 
and Asylum by Marcus 
Low, from South Africa.

The shortlist announce-
ment follows the long-
list unveiled in December 
2017, which featured nine 
books chosen by the judges: 
Nigerian academic and 
poet Harry Garuba (chair), 
Ugandan writer Doreen 
Baingana, and South Af-
rican writer Siphiwo Ma-
hala.

The judges are now 
faced with the task of de-
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9mobile Prize for Literature announces 2018 shortlist
ciding which of these three 
impressive first-time writ-
ers will win the 2018 9mo-
bile Prize for Literature. The 
winner will be announced 
during the grand finale 
event to be held this year.

Harry Garuba, chair of 
judges, said the three final-
ists were selected after a 
thorough, objective and 
painstaking review of their 
books. “These three books 
embody what we would 
like to see coming from 
young African writers - 
fresh storylines, intriguing 
plots and characters you 
would want to meet in 
real life.

“We are happy to have 
reached this stage. Know-
ing the high standards de-
sired by the 9mobile Prize 
for Literature, we ensured 
that the adjudication pro-
cess was objective, while 
upholding quality and rel-
evance. We congratulate 
9mobile and the shortlisted 
writers, and note that the 
entire exercise we went 
through gives us a glimpse 

of an even more promising 
and rewarding literary in-
dustry for African writers,” 
he said.

Elvis Ogiemwanye, di-
rector, Brand and Experi-
ence, 9mobile, expressed 

satisfaction that every 
stage of the 2018 9mobile 
Prize for Literature has 
been inspiring. He further 
commended the judges and 
patrons for their diligence; 
while restating the com-

pany’s support for African 
literature.

“We at 9mobile have 
always been amazed by the 
resilience and commitment 
of writers on the continent 
in spite of the huge chal-
lenges they face. This was, 
in fact, one of the reasons 
we initiated the prize and 
it’s heartwarming that we 
are almost at the end of 
another cycle. We are as 
excited as the rest of Africa 
and can’t wait to see who 
will emerge winner at the 
grand finale. I am sure it 
will be a great outing, with 
African literature the bet-
ter for it”, Ogiemwanye 
said.

T h e  w i n n e r  o f  t h e 
9mobile Prize will receive 
£15,000,  an engrave d 
Montblanc Meisterstück 
pen, and a 9mobile-spon-
sored fellowship at the 
University of East Anglia, 
where he/she will be men-
tored by renowned litera-
ture teacher Professor Giles 
Foden, author of The Last 
King of Scotland. As well, 

all three finalists will have 
copies of their books pur-
chased by 9mobile for dis-
tribution to schools, librar-
ies and book clubs across 
Africa. This is in fulfillment 
of the company’s goal of 
making books available 
across the continent, and 
developing the publishing 
industry.

9mobile Prize for Lit-
erature is the first pan-
African literary Prize that 
celebrates debut African 
writers of published fiction. 
It is open solely to writers 
from African countries, 
resident anywhere in the 
world. Zimbabwe’s Violet 
Bulawayo won the inau-
gural edition of the prize 
in 2013 with We Need New 
Names, and South African 
novelist Songeziwe Mah-
langu won with Penumbra 
in 2014. Fiston Mwanza 
Mujila from the Democrat-
ic Republic of Congo won in 
2015 with Tram 83, and in 
2017 Nigeria’s Jowhor Ile 
won for his first book, And 
After Many Days.  

Movie Review

but single “411”; an intense 
lento (slow tempo) love song 
that suggests his state of 
mind as being unafraid to 
express his deepest feel-
ings of betrayal, deceit and 
heartbreak:

 “…if you say you love 
me, please don’t hurt me…” 
“…don’t ever make me love 
you, if you won’t love me 
too…”

W r i t t e n  b y  N o n s o 
Bassey and produced by 
Johnny Drille,  “411”  is 
relatable to all who have 
suffered heartbreak from 
being in love, making it ar-
guably one of the best love 
songs written.

He has a remarkable and 
outstanding baritone voice, 
which connects him to his 
female fans. In addition to 
singing, he has a vast skill 
set that includes; songwrit-
ing, modelling and voice 
over delivery.

Jowhor Ile, winner of 9mobile Literature Prize 2017



Entertainment

MABEL DIMMA

Three of Nigeria’s A-list 
music artistes are set to 
headline the biggest out-
door live music concert 

ever tagged, ‘100% LIve’ at Muri 
Okunola Park, Victoria Island on 
February 18, 2018, when the con-
cert makes its debut.

100% Live will feature the best 
alternative and mainstream mu-
sic in a carnival-like atmosphere, 
promising music lovers an unfor-
gettable experience and the raw 
passionate energy that live music 
brings.

Backed by a full complementary 
band and performing all their hit 
songs: Simi, Praiz and Adekunle 
Gold will bring their magic on stage 
in an intimate evening of relaxed 
fun, with plenty of food, drink and 
banter so revellers can soak up the 
tunes, sun and fun, indulging all 
their senses.

“Before recorded sound was 

Simi, Praiz, Adekunle Gold headline largest live music concert

W
hat inspires you?
My life in itself 
is an inspiration 
for me; the only 
inspiration I’ve 

gathered actually. Basically, I’ve 
found myself in situations, good or 
bad and when I do, I put it in a song 
or poetry; whatever the case may 
be. So everything you hear in my 
songs, except the ones that sound 
so basic because I sort of free-styled, 
are things that happened to me 
for real.

How has it been coping with 
the profession, knowing that rap 
is mostly dominated by the male 
folks?

The gender doesn’t matter to 
me; it all depends on what you’re 
bringing to the market. And quite 
frankly, I like the fact that the males 
have the most of it, because it makes 
it easier for me to work and also 
stand out. People want to hear you, 
to see if it matches what they have 
out there, and when you beat their 
expectations, they want to hear you 
even more.

It’s challenging no doubt, but I 
do not fret one bit. I believe I am 
equal to the task. I’m a controver-
sial artiste, so it’s quite challenging 
getting people to understand how 
I write without reading the wrong 
meanings to it. Another challenge is 
my family not being in total support 
of my music, except for one of my 
brothers. So basically everything 
just falls on me. Sometimes I have to 
travel for shows without having to 
let my folks know because it would 
cause a fight and when they even-

‘The creative industry needs more 
support, access to better equipment’

tually do know, it causes an even 
bigger fight. Things like that tend to 
affect me psychologically. I’ve had 
experiences where I’ve been beaten 
mercilessly by my parents a couple 
of times because of my music, but 
still I don’t relent, because I’ve seen 
it all and I’m certain of this success. 

I know my family’s support is 
everything and it hurts me that I 
don’t get that. But I’m not the first 
person who never had support from 
their folks but still scaled through. 
It’s just one more reason to press 
forward. It’s also challenging getting 
sponsors or investors at this starting 

point and so all the financial impli-
cations are on you. I do not have a 
major source of income, so it’s quite 
hard having to put in money to 
make things work, especially when 
you know that you MIGHT not get 
the reward instantly. There have 
been more challenges, but those are 
just the major glitches right now.

Where will Zazi be in the next 
10 years?

In the next ten years, my goal is 
to be a global brand, to inspire a lot 
of people and help them achieve 
their dreams. Sometimes I feel a lot 
of peoples destinies are connected to 

mine; I have to make it so I can help 
those ones as well. 10 years from 
now, I see people calling my name, 
jamming to my music and being in-
spired by me. 10 years from now I’ll 
be in big shows, grabbed great and 
wonderful awards and my family 
would be proud.

You started from a very young 
age, what is your advice to other 
young women who aspire to suc-
ceed in life?

My advice to young ones, not 
just to the female folks is never to 
give up. Do not allow the fear of 
failure stop you from achieving 
what you truly want. It won’t be 
easy for starters, but the end result 
is usually worth it. Nothing good 
comes easy- you just have to keep 
pushing.

How do you think the govern-
ment can help groom talents like 
yourself and grow the entertain-
ment sector?

As well as many other important 
things, I think the government 
should also pay attention to the 
creative industry, investing in it, 
so people like us can get access to 
better equipment and all; organiz-
ing programmes so young ones can 
display their talents and get poten-
tial investors. Increase marketing 
of brands to the global stage and in 
turn ROI from digital sales is major 
and not marginal. The government 
has been immeasurably supportive 
within the last few years, for in-
stance during the former president 
Jonathan’s regime, a lot of money 
was pumped into the entertain-
ment industry and it was really 

wonderful.
How are you looking at improv-

ing yourself beyond where you are 
currently?

I’m hoping to build a better 
network as time goes on, meet new 
people and the ones who would 
help me grow. Work on new songs 
with beautiful contents, reading 
more about artistes -present and 
past- so I can know what to and 
what not to do. I’m also trying to 
save more money so I can keep 
pushing my content.

Can you mention some songs 
and poems you have written and 
the inspirations behind them?

There are quite a lot but I will 
mention a few. I have a track titled 
“Little piece of heaven.” I wrote 
that when I was still in Uniben in 
my final year. I fell in love with 
someone who was in his first year; 
I really wanted the relationship 
but the person was sceptical and 
that pushed me to write about it. 
The song was supposedly meant to 
get a positive response so we could 
make the relationship official, but 
things somehow still did not work 
out.  “Onyinyechukwu” was writ-
ten as a 2-year anniversary present 
to my ex-lover who travelled out 
and I probably wouldn’t be seeing 
anymore. We were still together 
when I wrote that song, but now it’s 
all dust and ashes. I’ve also written 
poems like “I salute you,” which was 
as a result of thinking back in time 
and wondering what a cruel world 
we find ourselves, where the rich 
get richer and the poor extremely 
poorer and used as slaves.
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invented, all music was live. Today, 
people listen mostly to recorded 
music. Still, the experience of a live 
music performance cannot be com-
pared with one cooked in a studio,” 
said Adenike Odutola, Project Co-
ordinator, 100% Live music festival, 
while addressing the media.

“Too much tweaking can make 
for soulless, boring music, which is 
why we want to delight music fans 
by bringing them in direct contact 
with the artists in an unfettered, 
relaxed and unedited setting; en-
joying and experiencing real music 
in all its untainted glory,” she said.

According to the organisers, 
100% Live will be void of backtracks 
and DJ support as the musicians 
belt out their hit songs.

Simi, a headliner of the music 
concert and one of the top singers 
who had a remarkably successful 
2017 expressed excitement for the 
event, saying, “We can all use a lit-
tle break now and then to get away 
from our lives.

“100% Live is not the conven-

tional way of experiencing music 
and actually being in the pres-
ence of all that raw energy of a 
live performance can’t compare 
to anything. It is truly about the 
memories created, the fun, new 
friends and beautiful experiences. 
I really can’t wait!

“In a clime where great and soul-
stirring music and performance is 
rare, we hardly hear the real, true 
sound of instruments. It appears we 
have lost our ability to know what 
“real” music really sounds like,” 

she added.
For Praiz, “This concert is 

unique and not the usual we’re 
used to in this part of the world. An 
awful lot of music is more a product 
of technicians and engineers than 
musicians and instruments, so this 
really is a breath of fresh air, liter-
ally. Real people, real food, real fun, 
and real music; it’s a 100 for me,” he 
remarked.

There is absolutely nothing 
more surreal than meeting some-
one whose work you truly admire. 
Fans will also get to meet their 
favourite artists and share priceless 
moments with them at the event

“As you may already know, I love 
live music performances. I love the 
thrill of connecting with my fans 
on a deeper level and I’m glad to 
be a part of the 100% Live concert. 
It’s unscripted and you can just be 
yourself. It’s definitely going to be 
an experience to remember,” said 
Adekunle Gold, the famous ‘Orente’ 
crooner.

As most music lovers yearn to 

discover new music and share their 
discoveries with others, 100% Live 
may just be the place to find the 
next Simi or Asa as there will be a 
bevy of talented supporting acts to 
perform. There’s something par-
ticularly satisfying about being able 
to recommend a new artist before 
any of your friends hear of them.

You cannot afford to miss out 
as this concert promises to be an 
evening of good music and endless 
sing-alongs, vibing and dancing to 
some of the best songs in the world.

Adolphina zazi idodo A.K.A “ZAZI” born June 6th, 1996 hails from delta state, southern Nigeria. A University of Benin graduate, 
the rapper known perhaps for her “kimmed lil kim hip-hop style and also her controversial patterned lyrics centred around 
her personal life. In this interview, with Ifeoma Okeke, she speaks on her experience as a young lady in the music industry.
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The best revenge is to be successful
W

hat would you 
do when some-
one hurts you 
deeply and you 
are unable to 

take your pound of flesh? I found 
myself in this situation 12 years ago 
and I did what appeared to be the 
only option I had at that time and 
it turned out to be the best.

My name is Bartholomew Sun-
day, Barth for short. I am 38 years 
old and the first child in a family of 
seven children. My father worked 
as a driver for Mr. Obioma, a man-
ager in one of the top banks in the 
mid-90s and we lived in his Boys 
Quarters. My mother was a full 
time housewife because that was 
the way my father wanted it.

I attended Army Day Primary 
School in Port Harcourt. I was 
in secondary school when I lost 
my father. His death was a rude 
shock to us because he was hale 
and hearty few hours before his 
demise. As usual, he came in late 
from work on a Thursday and 
was having dinner when I retired 
to bed.

The following morning, my 
siblings and I were preparing for 
school when we heard my mother 
screaming. We dashed inside the 
room to see what was wrong only 
to see my father’s lifeless body on 
the bed. According to my mother, 
they had chatted well into the 
night and he was still talking when 
she drifted off to sleep. She woke 
up that Friday morning to see my 
father who was an early bird still 
in bed and she tried to wake him 
up but discovered he was dead. 
The autopsy carried out on him 
showed that his blood pressure 
was way too high and that they 
said resulted in his death.

My father was buried two 
months later. Mr. Obioma took care 
of all the bills and a month after 
my father’s burial, he told us that 
his new driver would move in the 
next month. Mr. Obioma paid for 
a two bedroom apartment for us 
and gave my mother some money 
to start a business. My mother 
opened a restaurant and employed 
few hands.

I concluded my secondary 
school education the following 
year and my result was good. 
I wanted to further my educa-
tion but my mother told me she 
could not afford to send me to the 
university and I knew that too 
well. I was the first child and I had 
six other siblings, which is a big 
enough task for her. She advised 
I go learn a trade but that was not 
what I wanted.

At that time, my mother’s busi-
ness was shaky. She had other 
competitors who sited their make-
shift restaurant close to hers and 
sold at pocket friendly prices to 
attract consumers. My mother 
had to lay off some staff, reduced 
the cost per plate but she still lost 
money to pilfering employees. She 
was struggling to take care of us 
and the last thing I’d do was to add 

to her burden.
I did menial jobs to save up for 

school but after doing that for a 
year, I realized I had not saved 
up much. I continued saving in 
bits and pieces until my father’s 
younger sister, Aunty Helen came 
to my rescue or so I thought.

Aunty Helen was my father’s 
younger sister and the only one 
that cared to check on us since my 
father died. She was a petty trader 
but never comes empty-handed 
anything she visited. When my 
mother told her I was saving up 
money for school.

‘I heard Chief Johnson is look-
ing for someone to serve under 
him for seven years without pay 
after which he would open a big 
boutique for him. You can put your 
youngest brother in charge of your 
business while you go to school, 
’’Aunty Helen advised.

That suggestion did not sit well 
with me. Go and live with a total 
stranger who would not pay me 
a dime for years? Who does that? 
What if the man dies or goes bank-
rupt? Which money would he use 
to establish the business for me? I 
had my fears but my mother said it 
was entirely my decision to make.

The man, Chief Augustine 
Johnson was no stranger to us. A 
business tycoon whose name car-
ried a lot of weight, Chief Johnson 
was from my village. Word on the 
street had it that he was tightfisted 
and that earned him the nickname 
“Superglue Chief” but to be fair to 
him, he was a hardworking man.

Aunty Helen named names of 
illustrious men in my village and 
neighbouring villages including 
Chief Johnson who did a similar 
job. Before she took her leave that 
day, I told her I had accepted the 
job.

Chief Johnson had an array of 
busses that ran interstate and a 
massive boutique which screamed 

class. He was in his early 40s and 
married with three children. I 
never knew the exact meaning of 
slavery until I started working for 
the Johnsons. Our agreement said 
that my job started and ended at 
the boutique but I was made to do 
home chores as well. I complained 
to my Aunt who communicated 
that to them but it made no dif-
ference.

Those years were not easy but 
as my mother would always say, 
‘good things don’t come easy’. So, I 
endured the hardships and stayed 
focused.

I had five months of hard la-
bour left and had already clocked 
26 years. I had plans to enroll in 
extramural classes and purchase 
JAMB form immediately I regain 
my freedom, that was top prior-
ity but things didn’t go as I had 
planned. I had served for 6 years 
and 10months when my master 
accused me of theft and instructed 
me to leave his house before he 
dealt ruthlessly with me. I couldn’t 
believe my ears but I resolved not 
to step an inch until he settled me. 
I felt he was trying to be smart, 
but I wasn’t going to let him make 
a fool of me.

I knew he was stingy having 
lived with him for a year. He had 
never given my mother or Aunt 
Helen transport fare whenever 
they visited, all he gave anyone 
was food as if everyone was hun-
gry. What I didn’t know was that 
he was wicked and heartless as 
well.

He sent words to my Aunt but 
before she could make it down to 
his house, he had me locked me up 
in the cell. After bailing me, Aunt 
Helen and my mother spent sev-
eral months begging Chief John-
son to set up the boutique for me 
as agreed but he always insisted I 
stole his money and that was my 
own settlement. They stopped 

going to his house to plead with 
him when he threatened to take 
the matter to court. We knew we 
never stood a chance, not because 
I was guilty but because he was 
wealthy and could bribe his way 
through. I slipped into depression 
and wondered who I or my parents 
had offended. I couldn’t believe I 
wasted six years of my life and had 
nothing to show for it. 

My mother was travelling to 
the village during the Christmas 
period and I decided to tag along. 
The last time I visited the village 
was eight years ago for my father’s 
burial.

I was on my way to the stream 
one morning when I sighted Chief 
Johnson. I was filled with rage. I 
felt like rushing at him and giv-
ing him the beatings of his life for 
what he did to me but an inner 
voice warned me against that. That 
won’t solve my problems rather it 
would compound it. There were 
times I felt like sneaking inside his 
compound to burn his cars and 
house but I always asked myself 
if that was the solution to the 
problem that I seek and I knew it 
wasn’t. I decided to seek for ways 
to improve my life.

Bad news they say travels fast-
er. I met some of my relatives who 
sympathized with me. They told 
me they heard what transpired 
between Chief Johnson and me. 
According to many, I was not the 
only victim and they said I should 
have done a background check 
before going to work for him. One 
of my cousins who not only sym-
pathized with me but was curious 
to know what my future plans 
were is Barnabas.

Barnabas’s father was my fa-
ther’s younger brother but he was 
two years my senior. He told me 
his lives in Lagos and makes a liv-
ing working as a bus driver but he 
told me he made as much as N5,000 

on a daily basis, my eyes lit up and 
I quickly did the math. This was my 
ticket to furthering my education 
but I don’t know how to drive and 
I wasn’t even sure Barnabas would 
let me put up with him. We were 
cousins quite alright but we were 
not close.

We discussed well into the 
night and I told him I wanted to 
come to Lagos and asked if he could 
shelter me for a while. He hesitated 
for a while and said, “No problem”. 
I told him I don’t know how to 
drive but he said I could start with 
conductor job until I learn how to 
drive.

“Lagos is not for the faintheart-
ed. Yes, many say it’s a land flowing 
with milk and honey but you must 
be ready to work very hard to suc-
ceed. A lazy man cannot survive in 
Lagos. I want you to have this at the 
back of your mind,’’ Barnabas said.

I told him Chief Johnson had 
prepared me for this journey ahead 
of time and I was good to go. I noti-
fied my mother of my decision to 
follow Barnabas down to Lagos. 
She said she was happy I had de-
cided to forget the past and forge 
ahead but I have not forgotten the 
past because that was my motiva-
tion.

I lived with Barnabas in his 
one room apartment in Ajegunle 
area of Lagos State while I worked 
as a bus conductor. With time, 
Barnabas taught me how to drive 
but driving in Lagos was no joke 
because half of the drivers, if not 
more, were insane. They drove as 
if they were rushing to hell.

Instead of getting an apartment 
when money began rolling in, I 
suggested we split the rent. So, I 
paid half the rent. I also enrolled for 
extramural classes, studied hard 
and wrote JAMB the next year. 
I was offered admission to study 
Engineering in University of Lagos. 
I broke the news to my mother and 
she was overjoyed. 

I graduated five years later and 
I’m currently working with one of 
the oil and gas firms in Lagos. To-
day, I’m married with two children.

When I called my mother some-
time in July last year, she asked if 
I heard what befall Chief Johnson 
and I said I didn’t. She told me that 
Chief Johnson had been sick for 
almost a year and his sickness has 
gulped all his money.

Accompanied by my mother, 
Aunt Helen and my wife, I visited 
Chief Johnson three months ago 
and I was moved to tears. Chief 
Johnson hurt me to my bone and 
to be sincere I had longed for a day 
to punish him for what he did but 
when I saw him, I felt nothing but 
pity for him. I could see shame 
etched on his face and that of his 
wife when they recognized me. 
He begged for forgiveness and 
promised to pay all he owed when 
he recovered from his strange sick-
ness but he died two weeks later. 
Experience had taught me that 
there is no better revenge than to 
be successful.

ThisLife CHINWE AGBEZE 
chinweagbeze@yahoo.com



T
he increasing demand 
for accessorizing has 
given rise to the use of 
some weirdest items 
possible as fashion ac-

cessories. Big, visible headphones 
fall into this category as they are 
no longer synonymous to rap art-
ists and gagsters who popularized 
it back in the 90s.

According to fashion Bloggers; 
“A great pair of headphones is un-
disputedly a fashion statement.”

When Dolce & Gabanna fea-
tured headphones on the run-
way in 2015, audio accessories 
officially became fashion acces-
sories. Some have even become 
more expensive than a standard 
car, with Hollywood stars push-
ing the fashion statement a notch 
higher by purchasing custom 
made, top designer headphones 
with Swarovski crystal embel-
lishments.

Designer headphone prices 
have soared across board and 
could cost as much as £8, 000, 
especially with names such as 
Beats by Dre, Bang & Olufsen 
BeoPlay H8, Sennheiser Momen-
tum Wireless, Bose Quietcomfort 
35 wireless headphones 11, etc, 
now seen as a status symbol and 
not just a devise for listening to 
music.

In 2012, the market research 
firm NPD Group reported that 
Beats by Dre, an audio-focussed 
subsidiary of Apple originally 
founded by the rapper Dr Dre, 
boasted a 64percent market share 
of headphones priced higher than 
$100. In August 2014, Apple’s 
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GAC Motors fulfils promise, gifts Miss Nigeria with a car

G
AC Motors, one of Nigeria’s 
fastest rising car brands 
has fulfilled its promise 
to the winner of the 2017 

Miss Nigeria pageant, Miss Ehiguese 
Mildred Peace, who received the key 
to a brand new GAC GA3 salon car.

Mildred emerged winner out of 
the 35 other girls who participated 
in the 2017 Miss Nigeria pageant 
which held last month in Lagos. 
During her one year reign, the 18 
year old, Mildred, who represented 
Adamawa State and undergradu-
ate of Redeemer’s University, has 
said her priority would be to cater 
for victims of rape and other survi-
vors of child abuse in the country 
through empowering them.

She will also serve as Nigeria’s 
cultural ambassador and support 

MABEL DIMMA
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even higher, as Beats collaborated 
with Italian fashion house Fendi, 
in the label’s hand-stitched Sell-
eria leather which went on sale 
for £950 and was sold out within 

Headphones as fashion accessory
a couple of days.

In Nigeria, the craze for stylish 
headphones is not only amongst 
young boys; girls too have joined 
the race to impress with head-
phones which can s ometimes 
double up as head bands to keep 
unruly hair in place.

Why ditch tradit ional  ear 
plugs for gigantic headphones? 
You might ask; apart from the 
fact that modern designed head-
phones are generally more com-
fortable than s ome earpie c es; 
reviews of the Bose QuietCom-
fort  35 wireless  headphones 
II  have shown c omfort at  its 
peak. The fact that some head-
phones are als o wireless  and 
Bluetooth connected, such as the 
Urbanears Plattan ADV wireless 
headphones makes it easier and 
more convenient for audio to be 
listened to and enjoyed while on 
the go.

To be fair, fashion and music 
do go together. According to the 
UK Guardian, the headphones 
craze is actually quite rational.

‘ If  you can afford to carry 
round a £400 smartphone filled 
with £500 worth of music, then it 
does seem like a false economy to 
listen to it with the cheap, hissy 
earphones that fell out of the box. 
Better headphones also tend to 
leak less, which your fellow pas-
sengers will be grateful for. And 
there is some evidence that, by 
blocking out external noise more 
effectively, they also dissuade us-
ers from turning the volume up 
too high, which may protect their 
hearing in the long term.’

For music lovers, I guess the 
watchword is;  ‘the bigger the 
better’!

the interest of major sponsors like 
GAC Motors.   

GAC Motors handed over the 
car during a brief ceremony which 
held its Lagos office. Speaking at the 
event, Mildred Oparaeke, general 
manager, GAC Motors, said the part-
nership between the Miss Nigeria 
event and Choice International 

Group, makers of GAC Motors is a 
reflection of the close ties that are 
developing between Nigeria and 
China.

“In fact, it is towards the efforts of 
enhancing the relationship that we 
are this morning presenting the GAC 
GA3s to the winner of this beautiful 
pageant,” she said.

acquisition of the company was 
the largest in the global tech be-
hemoth’s history, costing around 
£2bn.

Those prices have been hiked 

CNN African 
Voices features 
unconventional fashion

A
frica’s unconventional 
fashion is the focus of 
this week’s edition of 
Glo-sponsored African 

Voices on Cable News Network 
(CNN) with three of the continent’s 
fast-rising fashion icons on the 
spotlight.

Globacom in a statement in 
Lagos on Friday said that the pro-
gramme will delight viewers with 
details of the continent’s uncon-
ventional fashion.

Three Fashion icons, accord-
ing to the statement, will feature 
on the programme and they are 
Kenya-based stylist and brand 
manager, Annabel Onyango and 
her husband, Marek Fuchs; Tobe 
Aka Benjamin Arthur, a stylist from 
Ghana, and Ivory Coast’s Creative 
Consultant, Jenke Ahmed Tailly.

A Kenyan fashion stylist and 
blogger, Annabel Onyango operates 
under the brand Dressupnation. 
She began her fashion career as a 
Fashion Editor for True Love and 
Drum East Africa, and currently 
styles the presenters of entertain-
ment variety show ‘Mashariki 
Mix’ on Africa Magic (MNet). With 
fastidious attention to the whims 
of international fashion, Annabel’s 
personal style interprets trends and 
makes them all her own.

Born in Accra, Arthur is a style 

Re s p o n d i n g ,  M i s s  N i g e r i a 
thanked GAC Motors for fulfilling 
its promise and pledged to do her 
best to make the relationship with 
the brand.

Since its debut in Nigeria a few 
years ago, GAC Motors has been 
steadily gaining market shares and 
its growth is actually a reflection of 
its increasing acceptance in the glob-
al auto market, where it is steadily 
climbing the world list of most valu-
able brand with an impressive rise in 
the Fortune Global 500 listing.

In a recent report by automobile 
rating agency, JD Power, GAC which 
was established 20 years ago, has 
been rated as a market leader, and 
it has been so ranked in the last five 
years. Meanwhile, the Miss Nigeria 
Pageant is the franchise of Folio 
Communications, owner of Nigeria’s 
oldest newspaper publication, Daily 
Times.

influencer and is known for ex-
clusive designs. He remains a role 
model to youths in Ghana and 
across the continent. Top models 
including Sonia Ibrahim, Ama K. 
Aberese and Caroline Sampson 
have showcased his designs and he 
has also styled several celebrities 
including Moesha Boduong.

The last guest on the programme 
is Jenke Ahmed. Born in Ivory 
Coast, Jenke who prefers to work 
without publicity is one of the 
most influential stylists working 
today. “I like to do my work quietly,” 
says Tailly, a fashion editor, stylist, 
and consultant who works with 
Kanye West, Beyoncé, and Kim 
Kardashian.

The thirty minutes programme 
which comes up on CNN at 11.30 
a.m. on Friday is also repeated at 7 
a.m. and 4.30 p.m. on Saturday and 
at 12.30 a.m., 4.30 a.m. and 8 p.m. 
on Sunday. The show will also be 
aired at 5 a.m. on Monday and at 
10.30 a.m. on Tuesday.
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T
his journey hasn’t always 
been easy and I don’t kid 
myself that it will be. I start-
ed the fitness journey after 

my third baby to see how much I 
could push myself physically while 
attaining the flat belly I wanted.

The beginning was hard. I woke 
up on some days absolutely sore 
and in no mood to do any form of 
exercise. I had a home to run, a job 
to do, and children to take care of. 
How could I add in fitness?

I almost gave up many times, but 
the hope that I’ll lose my belly fat 
kept me going. There were times I 
let negativity creep in accusing me 
of being vain – I’d hear words like 
“Abeg go and sit down, you have 
three children for Christ’s sake, let 
your body be” or “You still look 
better than many people.”

At those times when the words 
filled my head and I close my eyes 
to the shine of my iron dumbbells 
and the elasticity of my workout 
gear, I saw defeat smiling victori-
ously at me.  Always feeling like it 
had won. Then I would summon 
every ounce of strength I had left 
and attack my work-out like a 
beast, willing time to fly so that I 
could free my body from the tor-
ment of pain.

Months later, my story changed. 
I started seeing results that I didn’t 
think was possible for someone 
like me. Results that took me to the 
mirror countless times just to be 

CHINWE OBINWANNE

This February, show yourself some love
sure; I started seeing muscles in my 
belly and sneak peek of a one-pack.

That changed the way I saw 
fitness, and the results of my hard 
work became my motivation. I 
knew within me that if I could see 
one pack, it was possible to see two, 
three and maybe even six. I also 
noticed I had more energy to do 
things, go long distances without 
panting and care for my home 
without breaking down.

My blood pressure which was 
initially a bit high normalized, 
and I was in the best health ever. 
I started enjoying exercising. I 
went everywhere learning and 
educating myself on everything 
concerning fitness.

Over a year after my fitness 
journey began, I started taking 
my fellow women on the same 
journey to self-discovery, strength 
and amazing results through the 
NAIJAFITMOMS routine. Because 
I am first a woman and then a 
mother especially one living in 
Lagos (the busiest city in Nigeria), 
I knew first-hand the challenge 
there is in losing post-baby weight 
and incorporating fitness into a 
mother’s life.

As a fitness coach/entrepre-
neur, I decided to help women on 
their fitness journeys because I 
understand how tough it can be 
to start and stick through.

When I hear how some women 
have lost their confidence because 
of their inability to lose excess 
weight, or how some have spent 
a better part of their adult lives 

living on fad diets just to look the 
way they want, it breaks my heart. 
There are so many lies peddled 
just to get people desperate to lose 
weight to part with their hard-
earned money.

But what I’ll tell you quite hon-
estly is that exercising and eating 
a balanced diet still remains your 
best bet for a healthy and fit self.

The journey is not easy, results 
are not immediate, the motivation 
won’t always be there, and time 
may never seem right, you’ll want 
to give up, also people will try to 
discourage you but I promise that 
the rewards far outweigh the chal-

lenges and excuses.
Fitness is a lifestyle, one that 

in old age, you’ll be thankful you 
adapted. I love the fact that I look 
good in clothes when I eat healthily 
and stay fit, but more important 
than that, I love the fact that I feel 
good on the inside – and isn’t that 
where one’s real essence is…On 
the inside?

This February, show yourself 
some love for the sake of Valen-
tine’ season – do right by your 
body. If you don’t know where to 
start, shoot me an email on info@
naijafitmoms.com and I’ll be glad to 
help you figure that out.

The Women At Risk In-
ternational Foundation 
(WARIF), a leading non-

governmental organisation 
in Nigeria fighting against 
gender-based violence, has 
expanded its advocacy through 
the arts in tertiary institutions.

The organisation said the 
preventive programme in ter-
tiary institutions is using the 
arts as a tool for change, with 
theatre and role-playing as the 
medium.

Short skits presented by 
trained actors highlighting the 
prevalence of sexual violence 
and issues surrounding gender-
based violence. The extent of 
the problem and the impact of 
the initiative will be obtained 
from information measured 
from pre and post surveys.

The new initiative, WARIF 
advocacy Through Arts (WTA) 
which seeks to create aware-
ness is driven by this principle 
to change behavioural patterns 
and discourage gender-based 
violence (GBV) in tertiary in-
stitutions.

Bolanle Austen-Peters, di-
rector and   producer, Founder 
Terra Kulture and Bap Produc-
tions commenting on this new 
initiative and her organisa-
tion’s recent partnership with 
WARIF  stated that,  “Gender-
based violence and violence 
in general is unacceptable and 
therefore condemnable.”

Adding that, “Arts and thea-
tre are used to create awareness 
and address issues in a creative 
way. Art is our weapon. Art 
is our voice. We celebrate our 
partnership with WARIF to 
create a brighter future and a 
better society.”

Kemi DaSilva-Ibru, founder, 
WARIF, commenting on the 
new initiative said, “We recog-
nise the urgent need  to  engage  
the  young  women  and  men  
in  our  tertiary  institutions; 
where  a significant number 
are affected by this problem 
and create an awareness and a 
change in the  mind-set  already  
laid  down  by  our  existing  
socio-cultural  norms  and  the 
gender disparity that exists 
between the sexes.

“What better way of doing 
this than through the arts, which 
captures the mind, speaks to the 
heart of all those present and 
serves as a perfect vehicle to ef-
fect social change,” she said.

Adding that WARIF through 
the ARTS will make its stage 
debut on February 6, 2018, at 
the College of Medicine, Idi-
Araba, Lagos with a second 
presentation on February 7, 
2018, at University of Lagos at 
the Law Students of Nigeria 
Convention. 

T
his is a reminder for 
women that 2018 is a year 
to take care of themselves 
physically, mentally so-
cially and in fact on all 

spheres. There are certainly factors 
right under our control and one of 
those is HEALTH; my health, your 
Health.

There are many achievable 
preventive measures that can be 
taken to increase our chances, as 
we get more mature at having a 
good decent run with our health. 
Apart from a healthy diet, exercise, 
de-stressing, stopping smoking, 
reducing alcohol intake to an ac-
ceptable level and more, one of the 
most important things we must do 
is SCREEN.

Screening includes Blood pres-
sure, Blood Sugar, Eye test, Dental 
check and clean, weight check in 
relation to waist measurement and 
BMI and etc.

BUT also includes cancer screen-
ing!

It is understandable that there is 
no way to mention the word cancer 
without the heart skipping a bit 
but it is a wonderful and thankful 
thing to see indeed when people 
detect cancer early and are able to 
continue living after treatment.

Presenting late in an advanced 
stage becomes a more challenging 

journey with financial and emo-
tional burdens on all involved.

So to cut a long story short espe-
cially at the age of 40 years plus this 
is the outline of what you MUST do 
unfailingly because you deserve 
every good life, in addition to other 
general health checks outlined 
above.

* Self-Breast Examination every 
month 5-7 days after a period. If you 
do not have a period anymore pick 
the same date every month to do so.

* Annual Clinical Breast Ex-

amination that is  once a year 
carried out by a Doctor or Nurse 
who can.. .  pleas e note not all 
doctors and nurses can do Breast 
Examination.

* Mammogram every 2 years 
which takes pictures to pick out any 
abnormal areas which the fingers 
are unable to palpate. Studies have 
shown that the Mammogram can 
pick up a lump or abnormal cluster 
2 years before the fingers can. So 
imagine that by the time one can 
actually feel a lump, it has been 

The female health check list in 2018
present for a while.

* Cervical Screening Gold Stan-
dard Liquid based Cytology to screen 
for cervical cancer

May I mention that with many 
years of sexual activity taking the 
HPV vaccination -as some clinics 
who wish to make money sell to 
unsuspecting women-is really not 
effective.

We have all probably been ex-
posed to the Human Papilloma virus 
from time to time over the years 
and by and large the body does deal 
with it effectively and gets rid of it 
especially if one’s immune system is 
operating quite well.

However if one is concerned 
your doctor can test you for HPV 
and if you are negative then the 
vaccine could be considered. But you 
must have an in-depth discussion 
with your doctor before this.

At this stage though you should 
be more concerned to have your 
teenage and young adult daughters 
get the vaccine. Age range is 9 years - 
26 years. In some countries the HPV 
is now being licensed for use in boys 
of the same age

Dr Oge Ilegbune,
General Practitioner,
Head of strategy, development 

and outreach at Lakeshore Cancer 
Centre

WARIF tackles 
gender-based 
violence through 
the arts
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Trinidad & Tobago explores Lagos tourism benefits

Mnguni bows out in the Nigerian diplomatic service

O
n a cool Monday 
evening at a per-
fect location just 
by the Lagos La-
goon, some select 

dignitaries from all walks of 
life gathered in a very infor-
mal manner to appreciate one 
man that has truly stood in 
the gap for South Africa, his 
country and Nigeria; his host 
country.

It was an evening of ex-
citement for the high-profile 
guests who came on the in-
vitation of Darkey Ephraim 
Africa, the Consul General 
of South Africa in Lagos, to 
bid farewell  to Lulu Louis 
Mnguni, High Commissioner 
of South Africa, who was re-
turning back to his country 
after years of meritorious 
diplomatic service in Nigeria.

The private farewell party, 
which held at the poolside of 
Federal Palace Hotel, Victoria 
Island, Lagos offered many 
fans of Mnguni, who is often 
described as a diplomat per 
excellence, the opportunity to 
poor accolades on the outgoing 
ambassador for serving during 
a tough time featuring many 
diplomatic rows between Ni-
geria and South Africa, yet 
standing in the gap and hold-
ing firm on the brotherhood 
ties between the two African 
giants.

Of course, Darkey Ephraim 
Africa, the host of the event, 
did not fail in highlighting the 

A 
10-man delegation 
from the Republic of 
Trinidad and Tobago 
is set to explore the 

tourism b enefits  of  Lagos 
through a cultural exchange 
process and other initiatives 
that will benefit Lagos and 
Trinidad and Tobago.  This 
was disclosed by the leader of 
the team on February 1, 2018 
during a courtesy visit to the 
management of the Lagos State 
Ministry of Tourism, Arts and 
Culture at Alausa, Ikeja.

T h e  t e a m  l e d  b y  Ky l e 
Le quay is  in Lagos for the 
2018 WAZOBIA FM C arni-
val, which will feature Soul 
C alyps o (SOCA),  a p opular 
genre of  music  p erforme d 
in Trinidad and Tobago and 
for a cultural exchange with 
Nigeria.

According to Kyle Lequay, 
the visit is an initiative to en-
hance carnival product and 
culture exchange across bor-
ders as tourism business has 
become a big global business. 
He said unity in the sector is 
about accepting diversity in 
cultural heritage and poten-
tials of countries.

leadership role of Ambassador 
Mnguni in the Nigerian and 
African mission. He thanked 
him for his service to Africa 
and especially sustained ef-
forts at ensuring mutual rela-
tionship between Nigeria and 
South Africa, which he noted 
cannot afford to be at each 
other’s neck because of their 
position on the continent as 
African giants.

He further extolled Ambas-
sador Mnguni’s selfless ser-
vice and commitment to good 
cause in Africa, noting that he 
has left a legacy his successors 
must strive to sustain. Tracing 
the virtues of the Ambassador 
to his days of little beginning, 

Darkey Ephraim Africa said 
A mb a s s a d o r  M n g u n i  w a s 
in the forefront of the fight 
against the apartheid regime 
and has since then supported 
equal opportunities for people 
no matter their race, colour 
and background.

In his response, the out-
going ambassador said the 
betterment of Africa and her 
people is the focus and will 
ever the focus for anybody 
who want to make impact on 
the continent starting with 
ensuring p eac eful  c o exis-
tence of her people, social 
and business exchanges, mu-
tual integrations and other 
elements necessary for cor-

dial diplomatic relationship 
among countries on the con-
tinent.

He noted that his service in 
Nigeria was eventful and re-
quiring his attentions on sev-
erally occasions to mitigate on 
issues before they escalated 
into diplomatic rows.

Recalling some of the big 
issues that came up and how 
he doused, the ambassador 
noted that the Xenophobia 
attacks, the MTN tax issues, 
the collapse of the building 
at The Church Of All Nations 
in Ikotun, Lagos, where many 
South Africans who came to 
seek spiritual help died, were 
some of the toughs moments 

Steve Ayorinde, Commissioner Tourism, Arts and Culture (3rd from left), Fola Adeyemi, permanent secretary, Ministry of Tourism, 
Arts and culture, a member of the Trinidad and Tobago delegation, Kyle Leguay, leader of the delegation, Aramide Giwanson, 
Special Adviser, to the Governor of Lagos State on Arts and Culture and Serge Noujain, CEO Wazobia, when a delegation from 
Trinidad and Tobago nationals visited the Ministry.

L-R: Pitso Hloni, regional manager for West Africa, South African Tourism, Lulu Louis Mnguni, High Commissioner of South 
Africa,Mohammed Tanko Kwajafa, South African Tourism and a South African attired usher at the event.

W h i l e  w e l c o m i n g  t h e 
group, Steve Ayorinde, Com-
missioner for Tourism, Arts 
and Culture, said the Minis-
try is the culture mouthpiece 
of the Lagos State govern-
ment and tourism is the heart 
beat of Akinwunmi Ambode, 
the Governor of Lagos State, 
who has ventilated his desire 
to make the state the tourism 
hub of Nigeria and one of the 
top five tourism destinations 
in Africa.

S p e a k i n g  f u r t h e r,  t h e 
Commissioner reiterated the 
support the State has given to 
the entertainment industry 
to promote genres such as 
Fela Anikulap o’s Afrob eat 
brand of music,  which has 
gone b eyond b orders  just 
as the Calpso music. He said 
the Lagos Marathon race is 
a component of tourism to 
showcase Lagos State as the 
most tourism friendly city 
in Nigeria. He informed the 
team that the Muri Okunola 
Park, the venue for the WA-
ZOBIA FM Carnival would 
s o on b e  transforme d into 
a befitting arts arena with 
series of arts and entertain-

ment events. The state, ac-
cording to the Commissioner, 
would support this with the 
construction of Arts Theaters 
across the state.

Ayorinde informe d the 
visiting Trinidad and Tobago 
nationals that formulation of 
the Lagos State tourism mas-
ter plan is already at advance 

stage and will be fashioned to 
harness the socio- economic 
b enefit  of  tourism for the 
State and make it private sec-
tor driven.

 T h e  t o u r i s t s  w e re  a c -
companied to the Ministry 
by Serge Noujaim, the chief 
executive of WAZOBIA FM, 
and were re c eive d by the 

management of the Ministry 
which include, Aramide Gi-
wanson, the Special Adviser 
to the Governor on Arts and 
Culture, Fola Adeyemi, the 
Permanent Secretary, Min-
istry of Tourism, Arts and 
Culture and heads of agen-
cies, departments and units 
in the ministry.

in his tenure. But the tenac-
ity and peaceful manner, in 
which they were res olve d 
without diplomatic rows, are 
lessons for his successors and 
other diplomats service across 
Africa.

The Ambassador who re-
called how Nigeria supported 
South Africa ,  traine d her 
cit izens and funde d s ome 
projects back home during 
the apartheid regime, noted 
that the two countries have 
many things uniting them 
and henc e urge d for more 
focus on what binds them to-
gether for the interest of the 
entire continent.

The event witnessed the 
presentation of a colourful art-
work to Ambassador Mnguni 
by Darkey Ephraim Africa on 
behalf of the consulate and 
South Africans in Lagos. Yomi 
Sax thrilled the guests with 
powerful tunes, while David 
Kliegl, general manager, Fed-
eral Palace Hotel and Casino, 
manage d by Sun Interna-
tional, a South African brand, 
ensured a steady flow of good 
food and drinks at the event.  

Some of the dignitaries at 
the farewell party include; 
Chuma Anosike, board mem-
b er,  Sheraton Hotels  Am-
bassador Ingo Herbert, the 
General Consul for the Ger-
man Embassy,  I ke chi Uko, 
CEO, Akwaaba African Travel 
Market,  Pitso Hloni, regional 
manager for  West  Africa, 
South African Tourism, Og-
beni Tope Awe, CEO, Topcom, 
among others.

OBINNA EMELIKE
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O
n a beautiful Satur-
day afternoon in early 
January, a marine 
entrepreneur/leisure 
aficionado set out on 

a cruise to discover and appreciate 
the aquatic splendor of Lagos. This 
is how he kick starts the year, and 
the leisure exercise has become a 
yearly ritual for over a decade now.

This time around, he decides to 
bring onboard some of his friends 
in the travel media, particularly 
members of the Association of Ni-
gerian Journalists and Writers of 
Tourism (ANJET), to explore  some of 
the less-sailed routes on Lagos water 
and probably create awareness of 
the natural beauties in their various 
media platforms.

Before the 24-passenger capacity 
outboard boat set sail on the Lagos 
Lagoon from Tarzan Jetty in Lekki, 
Tarzan Shekoni-Balogun, CEO, Tar-
zan Marine Enterprises Nigeria Lim-
ited, who is called ‘the boatman’ by 
his close friends, assures his guests 
of safety but insists they put on all 
the safety gears.

All that ‘the boatman’ who dou-
bled as a tour operator on the trip 
asks of his guests were a listening ear 
and open eyes to appreciate nature.

Few minutes after leaving the 
Lekki jetty, the boat cruises faster 
on the Lagoon bypassing the Cable 
Bridge linking Ikoyi and Lekki Phase 
1 while ‘the boatman’ engages his 
guests, explaining everything the 
boat bypasses on the water and a bit 
of history that has never been told 
even by indigenes of the riverine 
communities around Lagos.

You cannot beat the magnificent 
sight as the boats passes through the 
Lekki Phase 1 on the right, and on 
the left; the much talked about Ba-
nana Island, said to be an exclusive 

abode for the super rich. From the 
lagoon, Lekki Phase 1 looks a decent 
settlement, while costly and expan-
sive homes that cannot be accessed 
by intruders in Banana Island were 
very open from the lagoon.

As one leaves the corridor be-
tween Lekki and Banana Island, the 
lagoon water becomes more active, 
tossing the boat up and down like 
a toy in the hands of a giant. But it 
is fun knowing that one is secured 
with life jackets and in the hands of 
very skillful Tarzan Boat operator. As 
the boat cruises further through the 
lagoon towards Badore, a riverine 
area, you easily notice the ocean 
breeze gently swaying papers and 
other lightweight objects on the 
water.

“While on water, make sure 
you put on the life jackets, relax 
your mind from fear, and you will 
enjoy the best of ride,” the boatman 
assures, while the boat navigates 
towards Badore shores. The colour-
ful parade of large school of birds on 
that side of the lagoon is good for bird 
watching. From afar, you will won-
der what sustain them on water, but 
on getting closer before the engine 
sound send them up to the skies, you 
will notice them perching on silts 
used by fishermen to hold their nets.

Besides the birds, you will bypass 
pockets of island, and also sight the 
Egbin Power Station from afar.

On getting to Badore, you will 
marvel at both the huge water hya-
cinth carpeting the water and the 
huge Tarzan Jetty and Lagos State 
modern jetty facility.

“Water transportation is the 
quickest means of transportation to 
any part of Lagos. You saw the time 
it took us from Lekki to Badore. If we 
were to go by road, we will spend 
hours before getting here. Water 
transportation is safe and cheap, but 
many, probably out of ignorance, 
would not want to use it,” the boat-

Tarzan Jetty party

man discloses.
From the Badore jetty to Ijede, 

Ikorodu by road could take almost 
a whole day if one takes into con-
sideration the Lagos traffic gridlock. 
But from Tarzan jetty, Badore to Ijede 
was less than 30 minutes.

From Ijede, the cruise heads to 
Ikorodu. At a point, the boat runs 
aground on shallow water. The rider 
maneuvers the situation moments 
later. But ‘the boatman’ ceases the 
opportunity to highlight some chal-
lenges the business faces; from high 
cost of outboard engine, diesel, spare 
parts, multiple taxation, to water 
hyacinth.   At Ikorodu, you will mar-
vel at the huge ultramodern jetty 
that Lagos State government built, 
though the jetty is underutilized as 
government hopes to hand over to a 
private operator soon. From Ikorodu, 
the boat sails to Mile 2. Considering 
the time of the day and the fact that 
the boat will return back to its take-
off point at Lekki, such a journey is 
impossible by road. The boat sails 
from Ikorodu through Third Main-
land, Carter and Eko bridges then 
Lagos Marina and Apapa Wharf 
before busting out at Ogogoro Is-
land, and cutting off Snake Island to 
Tin Can Port. From the lagoon, the 
Third Mainland Bridge is another 
beauty to behold. So also is Marina 
skyline dotted with a couple of 
high-rise buildings. The team berths 
at Mile 2 in less than 30 minutes 
from Ikorodu through the back of 
the Tin Can Port. But one intrigue 
along the Tin Can Port-Mile 2 route 
is while the small boats speed past 
the giant cargo ships, it seems the 
piles of containers will crash down. 
At Mile 2, the team sees demolition 
that is giving way to the construc-
tion of modern jetty by a private 
firm. After 15 minutes of getting off 
the boat to assess the ongoing work, 
the team gets back to Lekki on same 
route in about 15 minutes; an impos-

sible feat  by road. On arrival, the 
boatman throws a special new year 
party on the lagoon for his guests. He 
moves the team from the small boat 
to a well-decorated big batch with 
DJ blaring beautiful melody, while 
other entertainers thrill the team 
with live excitement.

This time, the big batch sails at a 
snail pace, allowing its occupants to 
have closer views of the beautiful 
estates, the Cable Bridge among 
other attractions. While the DJ 
tries to hold the guests spellbound 
with incessant local tunes, what 
seems the highpoint of the event for 
most of the guests were the thrill-
ing performances by two young 
ladies; Victoria Ndubuisi, a second 
year student of Fine and Applied 
Art of Yaba College of Technology, 
who draws Fela on a board turned 
upside-down and Blessing Okwute, 
a gymnast who adds glamour to the 
party with her scintillating acrobatic 
performances that make the guests 
ask if she has bones.

Speaking on the rationale for the 
boat cruise, ‘the boatman’ says it is 
his modest way of celebrating mem-
bers of the Association of Nigerian 
Journalists and Writers of Tourism 
(ANJET) for their contribution to 
tourism development in the country 
and upholding of professionalism.

Though 2017 was very tough, but 
Tarzan Group, according to the CEO, 
managed to remain focused, putting in 
place new jetties and other operational 
facilities that helped both transport 
and outdoor water-based recreation.

 He commends the federal gov-
ernment through the National In-
land Waterways Authority, NIWA 
and the Lagos State Inland Water-
ways Authority, LASWA for creat-
ing the enabling environment for 
the growth of water transportation.

‘The boatman’ states that ANJET 
has contributed to the growth of his 
organisation on various fronts, help-

ing to explain its overall intentions 
and aspiration to the government, 
particularly when it was faced with 
the challenges of growth.

“Indeed, the tourism media re-
mains the only credible group that 
can help Nigeria and also all tourism 
operators to join hands to move tour-
ism forward in Nigeria. Therefore, 
I salute your courage and tenacity 
in the face of avoidable challenges, 
particularly the seeming lack of 
support from the organised private 
sector”, he says.

He assures that his company 
will continue to work with ANJET, 
noting that the calling of the tourism 
journalists is an exemplary sacrificial 
service to mankind and tourism in 
particular.

Speaking later in his remarks, 
Andrew Okumgbowa, the presi-
dent of ANJET, commends Tarzan 
Balogun for his kind gestures and 
support for the body, while pledg-
ing further support of ANJET for 
Tarzan Marine Enterprises Nigeria 
Limited, including the promotion 
of the growth of leisure and water 
transportation in Lagos.

From an observer ‘s perspective, 
Efetobo Awhana, organiser of Nige-
rian Travel Week, applauds Tarzan 
for the quality of the event and for 
always appreciating the tourism 
journalists for their contributions 
to the growth of tourism in the 
country.

He insists that Nigeria is a beauti-
ful country like most other countries 
people travel to spend their money 
and explains further that Nigerian 
Travel Week, which debuted last 
year, is part of the efforts to promote 
the growth and development of 
tourism in Nigeria.

However, the guests look for-
ward to other thrills on water, 
especially as the boatman sets to 
renovate his famous beach house 
at Ibeshe Island this year.

On a ride with ‘the boatman’    
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MMA2: Babalakin laments ‘misconceptions’ sold to Nigerians by FAAN

T
he recent intervention 
by the Infrastructure 
Concession Regulatory 
Commission (ICRC) has 
raised the hope of an 

early resolution of the controver-
sial issues surrounding the first 
successful, privately-funded De-
sign, Build, Operate and Transfer 
(DBOT) airport terminal in Nigeria, 
the Murtala Muhammed Airport 
Terminal Two, popularly called 
MMA2, operated by Bi-Courtney 
Aviation Services Limited (BASL), 
a member of the Resort Group.

The intervention, led by Chidi 
Izuwah,the Acting Director-Gen-
eral of ICRC, brought the manage-
ments of the Federal Airports 
Authority of Nigeria (FAAN) and 
BASL together under the same 
roof, where both listed the areas 
of disagreements in the MMA2 
concession agreement inked by 
both parties in 2003.

Wale Babalakin , Chairman of 
the Resort Group, who led a strong 
team of BASL directors and man-
agement to the meeting first made 
his presentation.

Babalakin expressed regrets 
that certain misconceptions had 
been “sold, bought and distributed 
to Nigerians about the MMA2 con-
cession” by FAAN, adding that one 
of the misconceptions was that the 
concession agreement was drawn 
by BASL for the agency to sign. 
This, he dismissed as untrue, as, 
according to him, the agreement 
was drafted by one Professor 
Akanle, a consultant engaged by 
the Ministry of Aviation.

Besides, he also dispelled the 
misconception that the concession 
did not follow due process, arguing 

Stories by IFEOMA OKEKE
Aviation Terminal (GAT) and en-
couraged Arik Air to continue 
operating from there, thereby 
earning all the revenues due to 
BASL illegally. He therefore urged 
the commission to “study all the 
available documents on this and 
ask FAAN to hand over GAT to 
us and account, in arrears, for all 
the revenues received so far from 
the facility.”

Babalakin lamented the monu-
mental investments his firm had 
lost in the process of executing 
the MMA2 concession and listed 
them as a 50 per cent reduction 
in revenue due to BASL but be-
ing collected illegally by FAAN at 
GAT; millions of dollars invested in 
regional flight operations, which 
was approved by the Ministry of 
Aviation, but which FAAN and 
the Nigerian Civil Aviation Au-
thority (NCAA) frustrated from 
taking off; over N500million used 
in clearing the GAT and building 
a dumpsite for disused aircraft 
which littered the then derelict 
terminal building; millions of naira 
used in building fire hydrant and 
underground fuel tank and the 
over N4.7billion used in building 
a link road between MMA2 and 
GAT, among others.

He also told the ICRC that as 
far back as 2009, a Federal High 
Court had awarded a judgement 
debt of N132billion against the 
Federal Government/FAAN for 
consistently flouting the MMA2 
concession agreement, which has 
been accruing interest and had not 
been paid till date.

“Apart from this, in 2007, we 
wrote to the Federal Government 
and FAAN that we were ready to 
provide electricity to the airports, 
including the International Wing, 
the Air force base and others so 
that there would be 24/7 power 

supply, but they refused to ap-
prove this,” he further lamented, 
saying the environment in the 
country is very hostile to the pri-
vate investors.

On the Four-Star Hotel and 
Conference Centre projects, Babal-
akin said, “we are ready to finish 
the two projects but we are com-
pletely scared of FAAN because 
of its antecedents. For example, 
we spent $2million dollars to buy 
tiles and another $1. 2million to 
airlift them for the projects, only 
for FAAN to frustrate us.

“What is more painful is that 
an international company that 
we signed agreements with on the 
two projects pulled out of Nigeria 
because of the harsh business 
environment,” while describing 
the situation of the Hotel and Con-
ference Centre as a “monumental 
embarrassment”.

Asked to react to Babalakin’s 
submissions Monica Alphonse, 
the Deputy General Manager, 
Public Private Partnership, who 
spoke on behalf of FAAN, said on 
the various judgments in favour of 
BASL, only the Attorney-General 
of the Federation (AGF) was sued 
but not FAAN, adding that the 
agency was also not represented 
at the Arbitration Committee set 
up by the AGF, who is the Chief 
Law Officer of the Federation, to 
resolve all the contentious issues.

Although she agreed that the 
concession agreement gave BASL 
exclusivity over domestic flight 
operations in all airports in Lagos 
State, despite this, she still insisted 
that GAT where Arik and Air 
Peace airlines currently operate 
domestic flights from was never 
part of the MMA2 concession, 
saying “what is contained in the 
agreement is only where MMA2 
was built”.

E
tihad Airways today reaf-
firmed its commitment 
to Nigeria with the an-
nouncement of two ad-

ditional weekly flights on the 
popular Abu Dhabi–Lagos route, 
taking it to a daily service.

The new Tuesday and Thurs-
day services will start on 1 May 
2018. The route will continue to 
be operated by a two-class Airbus 
A330, with 22 Business Class seats 
and 240 in Economy.

George Mawadri, Etihad Air-
ways general manager, Nigeria, 
said: “Nigeria is an important 
market for Etihad and our home of 
Abu Dhabi. The airline is commit-
ted to offering attractive schedules 
and choice to our guests travelling 
between Lagos and the UAE capi-
tal as well as convenient connec-
tions to destinations including the 
GCC, India and Asia.

 “Since launching the Lagos 
route in July 2012, Etihad has car-
ried almost 600,000 passengers 
between our hub at Abu Dhabi 
International Airport and the 
commercial heart of Nigeria. It 
is pleased to be able to support 
the high demand for our service 
by soon operating the route on a 

Etihad Airways expand services to Nigeria
daily basis.”

Guests travelling to Lagos on 
Etihad Airways will experience 
the airline’s award-winning 
service by multinational cabin 
crew and onboard nannies, ex-
tensive inflight entertainment 
selections, and a choice of com-
plimentary international meals 
and beverages. Depending on 
the class of travel, passengers 
can enjoy a generous baggage 
allowance of two bags of up to 
23kg each in Economy Class and 
up to 32kg each in Business Class.

As the trading centre of 
Africa and home to 21 million 
people, Lagos is a regional hub 
for many multinational compa-
nies. The additional flights will 
support trade links between 
Nigeria, the UAE and beyond, 
with cargo capacity set to grow 
from 54 tonnes to 75 tonnes per 
week in each direction. Key 
exports from Nigeria include 
leather goods and food items, 
while imports comprise con-
sumer and fashion goods from 
the Middle East and Far East.

The daily Abu Dhabi–Lagos 
schedules, effective 1 May 2018 
(all timings are local)

A
rik Air, Nigeria’s larg-
est commercial air-
line has been named 
winner of the Best 

Security and Safety Conscious 
Airline in West and Central 
Africa award at the 14th Africa 
Security Watch Awards to be 
held in Kigali, Rwanda in Febru-
ary 2018. The CEO of the airline, 
Captain Roy Ilegbodu has also 
been named the Most Outstand-
ing Aviation Personality in West 
and Central Africa.

The award of Best Security 
and Safety Conscious Airline 
in West and Central Africa was 
bestowed on Arik Air in recogni-
tion of the airline’s strict compli-

Arik Air wins double at Africa Security Watch Awards
again be a recipient of the Af-
rica Security Watch Awards. 
Safety and security have been 
at the core of our operations 
and we will never compromise 
the safety of our customers. We 
took over this airline under very 
challenging circumstances and 
we are proud of the entire staff 
and management who with the 
support of Assets Management 
Corporation of Nigeria (AMCON) 
have rejuvenated the fortunes of 
the airline.”

Arik Air adheres strictly to 
international safety standards 
as stipulated by global civil 
aviation bodies such as Nige-
rian Civil Aviation Authority 
(NCAA), US Federal Aviation 
Ad ministration (FAA) and 
Department of Transport, the 
UK CAA, the European Avia-
tion Safety Agency (EASA) and 
International Civil Aviation 
Organization (ICAO).

The Security Watch Award 
conferment ceremony will 
be held at Radisson Blu Hotel 
and Convention Centre, Kigali, 
Rwanda on February 8, 2018.

ance to international security 
and safety standards and the use 
of modern security tools in its 
operations.  Arik Air won same 
award in 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014 
and 2015.

Similarly, the airline’s Chief 
Executive Officer, Captain Roy 
Ilegbodu was conferred with 
the Most Outstanding Aviation 
Personality in West and Central 
Africa because of his pragmatic 
leadership in bringing back Arik 
Air to life and commitment to 
international best practice on se-
curity and safety for passengers 
and luggage.

Arik Air CEO said of the 
awards: “We are pleased to 

that Royal Sanderton Limited won 
the bid for the reconstruction of 
the burnt domestic terminal build-
ing and could not do anything on 
the site for one year following 
which BASL was invited as a re-
served bidder.

He said FAAN had “sold” these 
misconceptions to Nigerians to 
justify the flouting of the agree-
ment its officials read and signed 
and as a way of discouraging 
private investors from helping 
the Federal Government to lift the 
aviation sector from his current 
terrible state.

Babalakin lamented that from 
day one that BASL inked the 
MMA2 concession agreement 
with FAAN, the agency had se-

rially flouted it with reckless 
abandon. Besides, he said all the 
arbitral decisions and various 
court judgements, even up to 
the Supreme Court, which were 
in favour of BASL, were never 
obeyed by FAAN. This, to him, is 
discouraging to the private sector, 
“which is the only sector with the 
energy to provide infrastructure 
in the country”.

He further complained to the 
ICRC that although part of the 
agreement states that all domestic 
flight operations in Lagos State 
must originate from MMA2 or any 
other terminal to be managed by 
BASL, the then Minister of Avia-
tion, Princess Stella Oduah, went 
ahead to redevelop the General 

Babalakin
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W
hat is the impact 
of Lakeshore 
Cancer Centre’s 
activities on 
prevention and 

management of the disease?

Oge:
Lakeshore Cancer Center was 
started over three years ago, by 
our CEO Chukwumere Nwogu, a 
Nigerian, trained abroad. He is a 
Professor of Thoracic Surgical On-
cology and Cancer Epidemiologist 
at Roswell Park Cancer Institute, 
Buffalo, New York.

 Based on the reality that cancer 
care was not where it should be in 
Nigeria, and too many people were 
dying of the disease, due to lack of 
awareness, he decided to set up a 
small facility that caters to this need 
and it has grown over the years.

Lakeshore Cancer Center is the 
first operational facility in Nigeria 
solely dedicated to cancer preven-
tion and treatment. The Centre is 
not a multi-specialty hospital; we 
concentrate on cancer and every-
thing to do with cancer which 
includes: screening, diagnosis, treat-
ment with chemotherapy, surgery, 
health education and awareness, 
counseling, palliation. We also run 
a general practice service which is 
tailored to our patients and anyone 
else who wants to ask questions. 
This is what we are doing at the 
moment. We are most likely going 
to expand to accommodate radio-
therapy, which is also one of the 
main stay of treatment for some 
cancers and some stages.

Our team consists of certified 
cancer specialists and a cross sec-
tion of highly dedicated and pas-
sionate professionals. We are close-
ly affiliated with the oldest cancer 
center in the world – Roswell Park 
Cancer Institute (RPCI) located in 
Buffalo, New York. Founded in 
1898, RPCI is world renowned, and 
is committed to the global eradica-
tion of cancer.

Would you say cancer has 
reached an epidemic proportion 
in Nigeria?

Bindiya:
 Yes, very much so. A 2002 statistics 
revealed that cancer afflicts more 
people than HIV/AIDS and tuber-
culosis combined in the world. So 
when you look at it that way, it is 
becoming an epidemic.

Right now, in Nigeria we focus 
more on communicable diseases 
like HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis and 
malaria but actually non communi-
cable diseases like cancer is afflict-
ing more people especially youths.

‘Vaccination before being sexually active 
can lower risk of cervical cancer’
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There is a general rise in cancer 
cases, and more women are afflicted 
with cervical cancer, next to breast 
cancer.

Cervical cancer is largely unde-
tectable because of the location of 
the cervix which is internal, at the 
mouth of the womb, hence we are 
encouraging women to undergo 
screen because it is one of the can-
cers that can be screened by doing 
a Pap smear test. It is also easily 
treated once it is found. The test is 
done every three years.

 Cervical cancer is linked to 
Human Papilloma Virus (HPV) 
which is one the main risk factor 
for developing cervical cancer, so at 
the same time there is a preventable 
arm to that which involves getting 
people between the ages of 9 to 

26 to get the vaccine just like the 
immunization they give to babies, 
which means giving the younger 
people before they become sexu-
ally active because the main mode 
of transmission is through sex. So 
we want to encourage the parent to 
make sure their children gets vacci-
nated before they become sexually 
active and for women who are not 
sexually active to go get it as well

How can cancer prevalence be 
controlled and awareness deep-
ened in Nigeria?

 Oge:
At the moment so many people 
in Nigeria lack a lot of knowledge 
about cancer and have a lot of 
misconception and myths about 
the disease. There is a whole lot of 
fear factor in our country because 
most people do not allow for them 
to be screened or tested due to their 
religious beliefs.

Controlling cancer prevalence in 
Nigeria, like every other pathology 
or illness either communicable or 
non-communicable, requires edu-
cating people. Knowledge is power. 
Information is very important to 
change the behavior of a people.

Bindiya:
Nigeria does not have an accurate 
data on cancer because people get 
tested in different centres and those 
data are not properly collated mak-
ing it difficult to have accurate data 
on the disease.

In terms of screening today, 
compared to when we opened three 
years ago, more people are aware of 
cancer but we still have a long way 
to go because of the poverty level in 
the country most people are not able 
to afford screening, hence there is 
need for government and corporate 
organisations to provide support.

However, to deepen cancer 
awareness in the county, we need to 
get more people to talk about it, ad-
vocate that more people needs to be 
screened, most cancer can be cured 
and some cancers are preventable 
that is probably the first step.

We have other steps when it 
comes to cancer management, 
which includes having more on-
cologists, more cancer units in the 
country and more equipment, but I 
think education and awareness for 
the general public is very important 
and the government needs to devel-
op a national screening programme 
because advocacy cannot do it 
alone, we still need government to 
intervene.

What are the lifestyle modi-
fication people need to adopt to 
reduce the prevalence of cancer 
in Nigeria?

Oge:
What I always tell people is that 
the lifestyle modification for cancer 
prevention is not different from 
lifestyle modifications that should 
be adopted for hypertension or 
diabetes mellitus.

L – R Bindiya Sadarangani, Centre director, Oge Ilegbune a general practitioner, head of strategy, development 
and outreach at Lakeshore Cancer Centre.

Lakeshore Cancer Centre is Nigeria’s first operational facility solely dedicated to cancer prevention and treatment. OGE ILEGBUNE a general practitioner, head 
of strategy, development and outreach at Lakeshore Cancer Centre and BINDIYA SADARANGANI, Center director recently spoke to BusinessDay’s Anthonia 
Obokoh, on cancer management and risk factors to be wary of to mark World Cancer Day, when the Centre is offering free screening and testing.

Most of the risk factors cut cross 
across the pathology and it still boils 
down to a healthy lifestyle: regular 
exercises, balanced diet, avoiding 
smoking, reduction of alcohol in-
take, reduce stress, get a good sleep, 
as they are directly or indirectly 
linked to cancer. It is important to 
be cautious of the environment 
in terms of pollution, including 
exhaust fumes from vehicles and 
other machines. 

If you notice that several people 
have died in your family due to the 
same form of cancer or a related 
cancer, you can do a genetic testing 
to know if you got the gene.

 What is your plan this year in 
improving cancer awareness?

Oge:
Cancer advocacy involves many 
players and stakeholders uniting 
in various ways to do as much as 
possible to reduce the dismal cancer 
statistics especially in Nigeria.

World Cancer Day is always on 
the 4th of February and serves as 
a clarion call for everyone to ask 
themselves how they can help and 
what they can do.

Lakeshore Cancer Center can 
help with this question. We will be 
hosting in partnership with other 
healthcare providers a Health Fair 
to commemorate World Cancer 
Day on the 3rd of March 2018 from 
8am to 5pm.

The idea is to offer as many free 
cancer and other health screening 
services on the day and be available 
to impart information and entertain 
questions from the general public. 
Knowledge is power and early de-
tection for any disease is key. Our 
contribution is to offer our services 
free.

What message do you have for 
Nigeria as the world celebrates 
World Cancer Day?

Oge:
We as individuals needs to take 
ownership of our health because 
there are places we can go to get 
screened, we do not have to wait 
until we get down with the dis-
ease. The earlier we get screened 
the more chances of survival. We 
also need to conquer fear that hav-
ing cancer does not mean a death 
sentence.

We urge the government to 
bring in more Non- governmental 
Organisations and foundations just 
like what they did to HIV drugs, be-
cause we do not have a health insur-
ance that is working so government 
can use the same template used for 
HIV for cancer.

We urge the govern-
ment to bring in more 

Non- governmental 
Organisations and foun-

dations just like what 
they did to HIV drugs, 

because we do not have 
a health insurance that 
is working so govern-

ment can use the same 
template used for HIV 

for cancer



Health&Science

KEMI AJUMOBI

R
oche has released her re-
port for 2017 with results 
that shows the company 
did quite well. The report 
revealed that their group 

sales recorded an increase of 5% 
at constant exchange rates and in 
Swiss francs. Their Pharmaceuticals 
Division sales went up 5%, thanks 
to Ocrevus, Tecentriq, Perjeta and 
Alecensa. The Diagnostics Divi-
sion sales grew 5%, mostly due to 
immunodiagnostics sales and core 
earnings per share grew at 5%.

 
However, the Board proposes 

dividend to increase to CHF 8.30. 
On IFRS basis, net income decreased 
9% mostly due to impairments of 
goodwill and intangible assets.

 “In 2017, we made significant 
progress with good growth in 
both divisions driven by newly 
launched medicines and tests. I 
am particularly pleased with the 
successful launch of Ocrevus and 
Hemlibra and important approv-
als for additional indications for 
Perjeta, Tecentriq and Alecensa. 
These medicines bring substantial 
benefit to patients with serious 
diseases such as multiple sclerosis, 
cancer and haemophilia. Based on 
our strong product portfolio we 
are well positioned for the future.” 
Roche CEO Severin Schwan said.

 Ocrevus, used for the treatment 
of relapsing and primary progres-
sive forms of multiple sclerosis and 
Hemlibra for people with haemo-
phlia A with factor VIII inhibitors, 

N
igeria has been ranked 
17th out of 47 coun-
tries in treatment 
coverage index with 
a coverage index of 

48 percent for Neglected Tropical 
Diseases (NTDs) in 2016, accord-
ing to a scorecard by the African 
Leaders Malaria Alliance (ALMA).

NTDS are a mixture of treatable 
and preventable diseases that place 
heavy burden on over one billion 
people on the planet. They include 
lymphatic Filariasis (commonly 
known as elephantiasis), Oncho-
cerciasis (known as river blindness), 
Schistosomiasis (known as snail fe-
ver and bilharzia), soil-transmitted 
Helminthes, Trachoma (commonly 
known as Ophthalmia or granular 
conjunctivitis) and guinea worm 
among others.

The countries include Swazi-
land, Malawi, Burkina Faso, Sierra 
Leone, Togo, Ghana, Cote d’Ivoire, 
Uganda, Liberia, Cabo Verde, 
Benin, Cameroon, Madagascar, 
Ethiopia, Zambia, Guinea, Nigeria, 
Democratic Republic of Congo, 
Senegal, Tanzania, Zimbabwe, 
Kenya and Mali.

Others are Central African 
Republic, Eritrea, Sudan, Mozam-
bique, Burundi, Congo, Chad, The 
Gambia, Angola, Djibouti, Rwanda, 
South Africa, South Sudan, Bo-

Roche releases report for 2017, results looking good

NTDs: Nigeria ranks 17 in treatment coverage index
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were approved by FDA in 2017. 
European Commission approves 
Ocrevus for two forms of multiple 
sclerosis in January 2018.

 Health authorities also approved 
a number of line extensions for 
existing products including the US 
approvals of Perjeta for adjuvant 
(after surgery) treatment of HER2-
positive early breast cancer at high 
risk of recurrence, in combination 
with Herceptin and chemotherapy 
as well as full approval of Perjeta for 
neoadjuvant use.

 Another key area recorded as 
success for Roche in 2017 was suc-
cessful partnerships.  In December 

tswana, Gabon, Guinea-Bissau, Na-
mibia, Niger, Comoros, Equitorial 
Guinea, Lesotho, Mauritania, Sao 
Tome and Principe  and Somalia.

The ALMA, for the first time 
in its annual scorecard on disease 
progress had added NTDs in its 
presentation at the 30th African 
Union Heads of State Summit 
held in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, on 
recently. The scorecard, which is 
reviewed by African heads of state 
every year, put NTDs alongside 
malaria and maternal and child 
health as top health priorities for 
the continent.

A statement by  Emily Schacter, 
Associate of the Global Health 
Strategies, U.S, said that the index 
reported progress on the five most 
common NTDs including lym-
phatic Filariasis, Onchocerciasis, 
Schistosomiasis, soil-transmitted 
Helminths and trachoma.

“Developed by the World 
Health Organisation in collabora-
tion with Uniting to Combat NTDs, 
this index reports progress for the 
47 NTD-affected countries in sub-
Saharan Africa. “It reports their 
strategies to treat and prevent the 
five most common NTDs which 
are lymphatic Filariasis, Onchocer-
ciasis, Schistosomiasis, soil-trans-
mitted Helminths and trachoma. 
“By adding NTDs to the scorecard, 
African leaders are making a public 
commitment to hold themselves 

2017, Roche entered into a calcu-
lated, enduring joint venture with 
GE Healthcare to mutually develop 
and co-market digital clinical result 
support solutions. The venture will 
firstly concentrate on products that 
hasten and advance personalised 
management choices for patients 
with cancer and those in intensive 
care. 

With GE Healthcare, Roche in-
tends to develop an industry-first 
digital platform that permits flaw-
less incorporation and investigation 
of patient accounts, real-world data, 
medical best practice and the newest 
research results.

accountable for progress on these 
diseases,’’ the statement said.

The statement quoted Hailemar-
iam Desalegn, Prime Minister of 
Ethiopia, as saying, “Improving the 
health, education and productivity 
of our poorest citizens by eliminat-
ing NTDs can put Africa on the path 
to prosperity and universal health 
coverage. “I urge my fellow African 

 Roche also commenced the 
cobas Plasma Separation Card, a 
ground-breaking technology with 
easy sample collection while utilis-
ing the gold standard plasma sample 
type.  How it works is that, with 
little quantity of blood received 
on uniquely designed cards, blood 
collection and sample transporta-
tion is made easy to understand in 
resource restricted locations.

 This feat is the pacesetter and 
only plasma collection card remain-
ing unwavering under intense high 
temperature and humidity while 
making available, results that con-
nect to the plasma viral load stan-

leaders to build on the progress 
already made and increase their ef-
forts to tackle NTDs to make them 
a subject for much concerted effort 
and action at the African Union,’’ 
Desalegn said.

Also, Thoko Elphick-Pooley, 
Director, Uniting to Combat NTDs 
Support Centre, said, “Beating NTDs 
is essential for Africa’s economic 

dard of care which also meets the 
WHO assessment requirements.

 Projecting into 2018, Roche 
believes that sales are expected 
to grow in the stable to low-single 
digit range (at constant exchange 
rates). Also, core earnings per share 
are targeted to grow high-single 
digit (at constant exchange rates). 
Excluding the US tax reform impact 
core earnings per share are targeted 
to grow broadly in line with sales. 
Roche expects to further increase 
its dividend in Swiss francs.

 The Board of Directors proposes 
a dividend increase to CHF 8.30 
per share and non-voting equity 
security. Subject to approval by the 
Annual General Meeting of share-
holders on 13 March 2018, this will 
be Roche’s 31st consecutive annual 
dividend increase.

 Roche is a global pioneer in 
pharmaceuticals and diagnostics 
focused on advancing science to im-
prove people’s lives. The combined 
strengths of pharmaceuticals and 
diagnostics under one roof have 
made Roche the leader in person-
alised healthcare – a strategy that 
aims to fit the right treatment to 
each patient in the best way pos-
sible.

Roche is the world’s largest 
biotech company, with truly dif-
ferentiated medicines in oncology, 
immunology, infectious diseases, 
ophthalmology and diseases of the 
central nervous system. Roche is 
also the world leader in in vitro 
diagnostics and tissue-based cancer 
diagnostics, and a frontrunner in 
diabetes management.

development. “When it comes to 
diseases that affect the very poorest 
and most marginalised communi-
ties, it is up to political leaders to 
make them a priority. “We are 
thrilled that African Heads of State 
will be reviewing their progress 
every year and holding themselves 
accountable for equitable health 
outcomes,’’.

MICHEAL ANI
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T
he positive ripple ef-
fects of NFF President 
Amaju Melvin Pinn-
ick’s election into the 
CAF Executive Com-

mittee 10 months ago contin-
ued on Friday with further key 
appointments of Nigerians into 
CAF.

Barrister A. U. Mustapha, a 
Senior Advocate of Nigeria (SAN), 
was appointed President of the 
CAF Board of Appeal, while CAF 
Assistant General Coordina-
tor and organizer of the COPA 
Lagos Invitational Beach Soccer 
Tournament, Samson Adamu, 
was appointed CAF’s Director of 
Competitions.

The appointments were an-
nounced at the 40th CAF Gen-
eral Assembly in Casablanca, 
Morocco.

“As a Federation, we are very 
proud that these appointments 
are coming during our tenure. 
The NFF President explained to 
us his vision for going all out for 
the CAF Executive Committee 
seat, and that was why we gave 
him all the support. I believe that 
other people can now see that 
vision.

“With just 10 months into his 
tenure on the CAF Executive 
Committee, so many Nigerians 

The firm exhortation by 
Nigeria Football Federation 
(NFF) boss Amaju Pinnick 

to win the African Nations Cham-
pionship trophy for President 
Muhammadu Buhari will be 
ringing in the ears of the Super 
Eagles as they file out against 
host nation Morocco in the Final 
on Sunday.

CAF Executive Committee 
member and AFCON President 
Pinnick met with the players 
and commended them after the 
win over Sudan in Marrakech on 
Wednesday. But the big message 
was that they could not afford to 
go this far only to go down to the 
host country.

“On behalf of the NFF Ex-
ecutive Committee and the entire 
Nigerian Football family, I praise 
you for your tremendous efforts 
in getting this far in the face of 
numerous challenges. You are 
great ambassadors of our dear 
nation.

 “However, the truth is that 
you have raised the expectations 
of the Government and people 
of Nigeria back home, and now 
you just have to do all that it will 
take to win the Cup. President 
Muhammadu Buhari (GCFR) has 

ANTHONY NLEBEM

Nigeria gets two more appointments in CAF
…as Mustapha, Adamu become latest Nigerians in CAF

CHAN 2018: Pinnick charges Eagles to win trophy for Buhari
…. As Eagles aim to pocket $1.25m prize money
ANTHONY NLEBEM

have been appointed into either 
FIFA or CAF committees or of-
fices. I am aware that there are 
more appointments coming for 
Nigerians,” Barr. Seyi Akinwun-
mi, NFF 1st Vice President, told 
thenff.com on Friday.

Apart from being in the CAF 
Executive Committee, Pinnick is 
also one of the strongest seven 
persons in CAF, being a Member 
of the Emergency Committee. He 
is also President of the Organizing 
Committee for the Africa Cup of 
Nations.

Akinwunmi himself is a mem-
ber of the CAF Committee for 
Youth Competitions, while 2nd 
Vice President Shehu Dikko is 
in the Committee for Inter-Clubs 
Competitions and Club Licensing 
System.

Ibrahim Musa Gusau, member 
of the NFF Executive Committee 
is a member of the CAF Organiz-
ing Committee for the CHAN, and 
Yusuf Ahmed ‘Fresh’, chairman 
of NFF Technical and Develop-
ment Committee is in the same 
committee at CAF level.

Chairman of the Senate Com-
mittee on Sports, Chief Obinna 
Ogba is member of the CAF 
Committee on Futsal and Beach 
Soccer; former NFF Board Mem-
ber, Dr. Peter Singabele is in the 
Medical Committee while; Chi-
som Mbonu is a member of the 

Committee on Women Football.
Hon. Ayo Omidiran, ranking 

member of the House of Repre-
sentatives and Chairman of NFF 
Women Football Committee, is a 
member of the organizing com-
mittee for the first –ever CAF 
Symposium on Women Football 
taking place in Morocco later this 
month.

Apart from the harvests at 
CAF level, Pinnick’s warm re-
lationship with the FIFA top 

echelon has earned Nigeria rich 
rewards.

The NFF President himself 
is a member of the Organizing 
Committee for FIFA Competi-
tions – one of the most influential 
panels of the world football –rul-
ing body.

Justice Ayotunde Philips, a 
former Chief Judge of Lagos State, 
was 8 months ago elected a mem-
ber of the FIFA Disciplinary Com-
mittee (Adjudicatory Chamber).

been following with keen inter-
est your campaign here, and the 
only way to compensate him for 
his support and encouragement is 
to go back home with the CHAN 
trophy.”

Nigeria drew with Rwanda in 
their opening match in Tangier 
on 15th January, but has since 
achieved victories over 2014 
champions Libya, Equatorial 
Guinea, Angola and Sudan to be 
eligible for the Championship 
Match inside the Stade Mohamed 
V in Casablanca on Sunday eve-
ning.

Yet, they would start as un-

derdogs against the Atlas Lions, 
who apart from playing on the 
too –familiar turf of their main 
temple, have logged an impres-
sive 12 goals so far and are egged 
by the whole of Morocco.

Nigeria’s Head Coach, Salisu 
Yusuf, reacts to that: “Every team 
is beatable. If we do the right 
things, we will beat Morocco.”

Yusuf has coped commend-
ably with set –backs in this tour-
nament, having to think up the 
right formula to come back from 
deficit levels against Equatorial 
Guinea and Angola, and to re-jig 
his squad after several first –team 

players were knocked out by in-
jury before the semi final against 
Sudan. Even therein, he had to 
strategise for resistance against 
Sudan after they had to play half 
an hour with 10 men against 11.

Going into Sunday’s Final, 
former Nigeria international Yu-
suf is tested further with injury 
to goalkeeper and captain Ike-
chukwu Ezenwa in the semi final 
ruling him out of the big clash, 
and 45,000 home fans cheering 
on the Atlas Lions.

“In football, you have to be 
prepared for anything. We 
have managed a few situations 
through the campaign and still 
have to manage some going into 
the final match. I believe we will 
cope well and overcome.”

In 19 previous encounters 
between both countries at senior 
level, Morocco edged the record 
with eight wins, with Nigeria 
winning seven times and four 
matches drawn.

Interestingly, their first con-
frontation (a two –leg Tokyo ’64 
Olympics qualifying fixture) 
ended in a tie that had to be re-
solved by a play –off in a neutral 
ground (Dakar). The Moroccans 
edged that 2-1.

Morocco beat Nigeria twice 
in five days in Ethiopia in 1976 

NFF 2nd Vice President Shehu 
Dikko has also been appointed 
a member of the FIFA Football 
Stakeholders Committee.

A smiling Pinnick said on Fri-
day: “I am delighted at the influx 
of Nigerians into CAF and FIFA. 
We are working hard to get even 
more people into the two orga-
nizations. We should thank God 
for the strides that He has made 
possible for Nigerian Football in 
the past few months.” 

to win their only Africa Cup of 
Nations title till date. Nigeria 
avenged when pipping the Atlas 
Lions 1-0 in the semi finals of the 
1980 AFCON in Lagos before go-
ing ahead to defeat Algeria in the 
Final for their first title.

Nigeria eliminated Morocco in 
the race for 1970 FIFA World Cup 
and the 1976 Olympics, but the 
Lions stopped Nigeria from reach-
ing the Los Angeles ’84 Olympics.

In their only previous CHAN 
encounter, Nigeria came from 
three goals down to defeat Mo-
rocco 4-3 after extra time in the 
quarter finals in Cape Town four 
years ago.

Incidentally, when Morocco 
hosted the Africa Cup of Nations 
20 years ago, Nigeria got to the 
Final, eventually losing to Cam-
eroon by a controversial second 
half penalty converted by Em-
manuel Kunde at the same Stade 
Mohamed V on 27th March 1988.

Youth and Sports Minister, 
Barrister Solomon Dalung, will 
lead the Nigerian support at the 
Stade Mohamed V on Sunday. 
Kick –off is 7pm Morocco (8pm 
Nigeria time).

Both teams have an extra mo-
tivation in form of a $1.25million 
winner’s prize. The runner –up 
will go home with $750,000.

President of Nigeria Football Federation/CAF Exco Member, Amaju Melvin Pinnick (2nd left) with FIFA President Gianni 
Infantino (middle), NFF 1st Vice President Seyi Akinwunmi (left), 2nd Vice President Shehu Dikko (2nd right) and General 
Secretary Mohammed Sanusi (right) at the 40th CAF General Assembly in Casablanca, Morocco on Friday.
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A
rs enal manager, 
A r s e n e  W e n g e r 
believes clubs who 
have huge financial 
strength is destroy-

ing competition in Europe’s 
biggest leagues.

The Frenchman Wenger 
pointed to examples in France, 
Germany, England and Spain.

Paris  St-G ermain are 11 
points clear in Ligue 1, Bayern 
Munich have a 16-point ad-
vantage in the Bundesliga and 
Manchester City are 15 points 
ahead at the top of the Premier 
League.

Wenger said it was clear 
that “unpredictability has gone 
down”.

He added: “When you look at 
the five big leagues in Europe, 
in December we already knew 
four champions.

“That means something is 
not right in our game. The huge 
financial power of some clubs is 
basically destroying the com-
petition.”

In Spain, Barcelona have 
an 11-point lead over Atletico 
Madrid. Defending champions 
Real Madrid - suffering a sur-
prisingly difficult season - are 
19 points behind Barca in fourth 
place.

The other league that usually 
figures in Europe’s ‘top five’ is 
Italy - where Napoli are a point 
ahead of Juventus, title winners 
in the past six seasons.

Frenchman Wenger was 
speaking two days after transfer 
spending in the Premier League 
again reached record levels.

Clubs in England’s top flight 

It’s an experience I will 
never forget. As a die-
hard Arsenal fan I had 

always wanted to meet the 
players and interact but I never 
imagined it would happen this 
way. I not only got to ask them 
all the questions I had wanted 
but also met other Arsenal fans. 
All these could not have been 
possible without MTN so I want 
to give a big kudos to them. 
They did a great job!”

Those were the exact words 
of  an excite d Oluwatoyin 
Famoofo, one of the 11 lucky 
MTN subscribers who attended 
an exclusive interactive session 
with three first team players 
of the Arsenal Football Club - 
another first by MTN, Nigeria’s 
largest ICT Company.

The MTN/Arsenal Q&A Ses-
sion, which held at the MTN 
Headquarters, Golden Plaza, 
Ikoyi, Lagos on Wednesday, 
January 31, 2018, featured a 
live video conference where 11 
excited fans interacted directly 
with Arsenal players - team 
captain, Laurent Koscielny; 
attacking forward, Danny Wel-
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spent £150m on Wednesday - 
the closing day of the winter 
transfer window - taking their 
outlay for the month to £430m.

Premier League clubs spent a 
January transfer deadline-day 
record £150m on Wednesday 
to take their overall outlay for 
the month to £430m, according 
to analysis by Deloitte’s Sports 
Business Group.

The most expensive move 
on the final day of the winter 
transfer window came when 
Pierre-Emerick Aubameyang 
joined Arsenal from Borussia 
Dortmund for a club record 
£56m.

Elsewhere, Tottenham signed 
Lucas Moura for £23m, and Ol-
ivier Giroudand Andre Ayew 
made £18m moves – to Chelsea 
and Swansea respectively – as 
deadline-day spending passed 

beck and defender, Shkodran 
Mustafi and got to ask them 
whatever questions they chose.

These 11 fans emerged from 
a draw which held on Friday, 
January 26, 2018 in Lagos; they 
were picked from the numer-
ous fans who subscribe weekly 
to MTN’s service providing 
exclusive daily content on Ar-
senal FC (including match day 
highlights & interviews, press 
conferences, as well as classic 
banners of both Arsenal leg-
ends and present day players).

“MTN is a brand that tru-

The NFF’s campaign to take 
100 Nigerian football fans to 
Russia to support the Super 

Eagles at the 21st FIFA World Cup 
finals is now live.

To win a ticket to go to Russia, 
Nigerian football fans only need 
to dial *1945# on their phones or 
send “FLY” to 1945 and follow the 
instructions.

It will be recalled that in Decem-
ber 2017 in Lagos, the NFF and STA 
Mobile launched the short code, to 
be used for all campaigns that are 
geared towards Nigeria’s prepara-
tion and participation at the 2018 
FIFA World Cup finals in Russia. 

With the campaign now live 
on the NFF social media platforms 
(Twitter: @TheNFF and @NGSu-
perEagles); (Instagram: @thenffof-
ficial); (NFF Facebook page: The 
Nigeria Football Federation) and; 
(Super Eagles Facebook page: Nige-
ria Super Eagles), football fans can 
now go and play or text their way 
to Russia. Details of how to play are 
available on the NFF media plat-
forms as well as www.1945play.ng. 

In explaining the idea behind 
the short code, STA Managing 
Director Biodun Jagun said the 
plan is for a total of 100 fans of the 
Super Eagles to win all –expenses 

the record set in 2011.
Announcements continued 

to trickle in long after the 23:00 
GMT deadline, with Eliaquim 
Mangala’s loan move from Man-
chester City to Everton made 
public at 00:53 on Thursday.

The top-flight clubs had al-
ready made this a record Janu-
ary transfer window, beating 
another record set in 2011 by 
£205m.

Then, Chelsea completed 
a £50m move for Liverpool’s 
Fernando Torres, and the Reds 
recruited £22.7m Ajax striker 
Luis Suarez and paid New-
castle £35m for Andy Carroll 
to take the deadline-day spend 
to £135m.

The most expensive Premier 
League signing of the January 
transfer window actually went 
through on the opening day 

ly cares about its customers. 
Hence, going the extra mile to 
provide unique, enjoyable and 
memorable experiences such 
as this for our customers gives 
us great joy. You would agree 
with me that Gunners’ fans 
are generally passionate about 
football and even more about 
the players and the club which 
has a rich history of supporting 
Nigerian talents such as ‘Pap-
ilo’, Kanu Nwankwo; and Alex 
Iwobi,” said Richard Iweanoge, 
General Manager, Brands and 
Communication of MTN.

paid trip to the 2018 FIFA World 
Cup finals, in four tranches of 25 
people-a-month.

“The Naija 4 Russia initiative is 
born in due season as a feel-good 
factor for the Super Eagles of Ni-
geria, which is at its highest-ever 
in the recent history of Nigerian 
Football. For the first time in the 
history of football in Nigeria, we 
have a VAS platform for the fans 
and supporters of Nigerian Football 
by way of a short code.

“The deployment of this iconic 
short code *1945# across USSD, 
IVR, SMS AND WEB platforms is 
designed to reward the teeming 
National Team followers and foot-
ball lovers across the country with 
a chance to cheer our footballing 
heroes live in Russia as they take 
on the best teams from across the 
globe. As an addendum we are 
focused on ensuring the genera-
tion of appreciable revenue for the 
NFF and its constituents,” Jagun 
explained.

NFF 1st Vice President/Chair-
man of the NFF Legal Committee, 
Barrister Seyi Akinwunmi, assured 
the gathering at the launch that all 
necessary legal permits have been 
obtained to run the program.

The campaign is powered by 
Secure and Trusted Alliance Ser-
vices Limited.

…. As Premier League clubs January transfer spending hits record £150m

11 fans interact with top Arsenal FC players 100 Nigerians could win trip to Russia 
in NFF ‘Naija4Russia’ campaign

of the month, when Liverpool 
signed defender Virgil van Dijk 
from Southampton for £75m.

Following the close of the 
summer transfer window in 
September, Wenger said Uefa’s 
Financial Fair Play rules - in-
troduced to prevent so-called 
‘financial doping’ - should be 
scrapped because clubs are “not 
respecting” them.

PSG more than doubled the 
world record transfer fee when 
they bought Neymar from Bar-
celona last summer, also signing 
Kylian Mbappe on loan in a deal 
that is expected to see him join 
for £165.7m at the end of the 
season.

Manchester City were ac-
cused of ‘financial doping’ by La 
Liga president Javier Tebas, who 
also said PSG were “laughing at 
the system” with their summer 
buys.

This January, Premier League 
clubs’ spending far outweighed 
that of their European coun-
terparts, despite La Liga side 
Barcelona paying the biggest fee 
of the January window when 
they bought Brazil playmaker 
Philippe Coutinho from Liv-
erpool in a deal that could be 
worth £142m.

Leicester’s protracted move 
for midfielder Adrien Silva also 
went through on the same day, 
and before the week was out 
Everton had paid a club record 
£27m to sign Besiktas forward 
Cenk Tosun. Later in the win-
dow, the Toffees made a second 
£20m-plus signing in winger 
Theo Walcott.

Alexis Sanchez swapped Ar-
senal for Manchester United as 
one of the window’s most-talk-

ed-about deals went through 
on 22 January, with Henrikh 
Mkhitaryan going the other 
way.

Manchester City had been 
heavily linked with Sanchez, 
but switched their attention 
to a move for Leicester’s Riyad 
Mahrez, which they walked 
away from on deadline day, 
24 hours after paying £57m to 
make defender Aymeric La-
porte their club record signing.

Bayern Munich has domi-
nated the Bundesliga in recent 
years - the Bavarians winning 
12 of the past 18 titles, including 
the past five in a row.

Only once in the past 13 sea-
sons has the Spanish title been 
won by a club other than Real 
Madrid or Barcelona - Atletico 
Madrid in 2014. Barcelona have 
won the league eight times in 
that period, with Madrid claim-
ing four titles.

In Italy, Juventus have won 
Serie A for the past six seasons 
in a row, while Inter Milan 
claimed five titles between 2006 
and 2010.

In France, there were six dif-
ferent title winners between 
2007-08 and 2012-13, but PSG 
have won the league in four of 
the past five seasons. Between 
2002 and 2008, Lyon won seven 
Ligue 1 titles in a row.

In the Premier League, only 
four clubs - Chelsea, Manchester 
United, Manchester City and 
Leicester - have won the league 
in the past 12 seasons.

Since it was established in 
1992, only six clubs have won 
it - with Blackburn Rovers and 
Arsenal the other two clubs to 
have claimed the title.

MABEL DIMMA ANTHONY NLEBEM
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Quick Takes
COMMENDABLE

The news that the Federal Government would not force 
cattle colonies on communities was as cheering as it 
was commendable. Fears had reached feverish stage as 
speculations were rife that despite some state govern-
ments’ resistance to the proposed cattle colonies, the 
Federal Government was hell-bent on forcing it on the 
people. The assurance a few days ago by the Working 
Group recently set up by the National Economic Council 
(NEC) may have brought to normal the adrenaline level 
of many Nigerians on the knotty issue.

BIZARRE

Governor Samuel Ortom of Benue State has had it very 
rough since he mounted the power stool in 2015. The 
governor is a sad man. He is being buffeted on every 
side by political whirlwind. Apart from the unabated 
killings of his subjects by herdsmen, he has also lost 
two aides to assassins’ bullets, and now another in a 
circumstance that is not yet very clear. In May 2016, 
Denen Igbana, his Senior Special Assistant on Security, 
was murdered by gunmen. In August 2017, Tavershima 
Adyorough, his principal Senior Special Assistant on 
Knowledge Economy and Investments, was also felled. 
Last Tuesday, his Senior Special Assistant on Protocol, 
Dennis Uchin Jande, who reportedly drove himself to 
hospital for a checkup, died. The question on the lips of 
many people is: What is happening to Ortom? 

GAFFE

A group under the auspices of Buhari Votes Guard and 
Awareness (BVGA) committed an unpardonable error 
recently when it said that the call for restructuring con-
stituted a distraction to President Muhammadu Buhari. 
To put the record straight, Buhari was voted into power 
to right the wrongs that had held back Nigeria’s wheel 
of progress. One of the greatest requests by Nigerians 
across the six geo-political zones of the country is that 
he should take seriously the issue of restructuring the 
country. So, that the agitation is widespread shows that 
it is the heartbeat of many Nigerians and instead of 
waving it aside outright, government should consider 
the merits and the propriety at this time in the life of 
the country. Nothing can be as distracting as the veiled 
talks and body language pointing to the president’s 
re-election ambition.

FROM THE HORSE’S MOUTH

Godwin Emefiele, governor of the Central Bank of 
Nigeria (CBN), has drawn attention to the huge risk 
inherent in cryptocurrency or bitcoin business. Emefiele 
likened it to gambling.
“It is like a gamble, and there is a need for everybody 
to be very careful. We cannot as a Central Bank give 
support to situations where people risk savings to 
‘gamble’,” he said.

CONTROVERSY

The cat-and-mouse relationship existing between the 
executive and the National Assembly is far from over. 
The latter is poised to do battle with the former over 
the 2019 election timetable released by the Independent 
National Electoral Commission (INEC). The lawmakers 
are not comfortable with the presidential election com-
ing before the assembly elections. They fear that the 
presidency may abandon some of them re-contesting 
after they must have collectively worked for the success 
of whoever the party may choose as its presidential 
candidate. They want assembly elections first to get 
the maximum support of the executive arm. Sounds 
like loss of mutual trust!

NUMBERS:

1.2m candidates for UTME

Increasingly, many more Nigerians are seeking place-
ments in Nigerian universit ies. About 1.2 million 
candidates are said to have registered for the 2018 
Unified Tertiary Matriculation Examination (UTME). 
The bloated number has put to task the management 
of the Joint Admission and Matriculat ion Board 
(JAMB) which administers the examination and, to a 
large extent, determines placements. It is not just about 
harvesting huge amount of money from sale of forms 
and other sundry fees from desperate candidates, JAMB 
must up its game by ensuring that the examination 
regains its credibility.

T
he African Development Bank 
(AfDB) has just published its 
African Economic Outlook for 
2018. This year’s revamped 
publication – shorter than usual, 

analytically well-structured, and written 
in lucid prose, without hyperbole – in some 
ways mirrors Africa’s own transformation, 
as it raises hopes that we may at last be 
witnessing the continent’s long-promised 
economic arrival.

Africa’s rise has been a long time 
coming. In the 1960s, hopes were high. The 
remarkable leaders of the independence 
generation – such as Ghana’s Kwame 
Nkrumah and Kenya’s Jomo Kenyatta 
– received advice from the world’s top 
economists. The Caribbean-born Nobel 
laureate Arthur Lewis became Nkrumah’s 
Chief Economic Adviser.

In India, we read about these leaders’ 
friendship with our own post-independence 
prime minister, Jawaharlal Nehru, and the 
hope for a new dawn for all emerging 
economies. And many emerging economies 
did indeed take off. In the late 1960s, 
some East Asian economies surged ahead. 
Beginning in the early 1980s, China began 
its decades-long rise. And, from the early 
1990s, India’s economy also began to grow 
robustly, with annual rates reaching the 9% 
range by 2005.

But Africa remained stagnant, mired in 
poverty. Ironically, it was the continent’s 
resource wealth that hampered economic 
progress, as it fueled conflicts among 
governments and insurgents eager to 
control it. The resulting political instability 

economy is doing well. But, with roughly 
800,000 individuals entering the labor 
force each year, Tanzania needs much more 
working capital, better infrastructure, and 
educational reform aimed at ensuring that 
workers have the skills, resources, and 
opportunities to secure decent jobs.

The same is true of Ethiopia. In the 
last couple of decades, the country has 
made great strides in export-led growth, 
supported by a growing industrial sector 
and large investments from China. Now, 
it is poised to take over as the economic 
powerhouse of East Africa. Yet the urban 
youth unemployment rate stands at 23.3%. 
Left unchecked, this situation could easily 
end up fueling ethnic conflict and political 
turmoil.

Another, related challenge concerns 
resource mobilization: countries need funds 
to invest in infrastructure, human capital, 
and the creation of trade and digital links 
within and beyond Africa. The AfDB report 
estimates that, for infrastructure investment 
alone, the continent needs some $170 billion 
per year, which is $100 billion more than 
is currently available. As it stands, Africa 
receives a total of about $60 billion in foreign 
direct investment each year.

To close the gap, African governments 
must attract more money. That will require 
establishing effective regulatory structures 
that facilitate long-term borrowing and 
repayment, while ensuring that lenders 
do not exploit borrowers, as has occurred 
everywhere from rural India to the United 
States mortgage market.

The challenges are daunting, to say the 
least. But there are lessons that African 
countries can learn from one another. 
For example, Ghana’s smooth transfer of 
power after the December 2016 election 
set a positive democratic example. Nigeria’s 
Lagos State and Tanzania have done a good 
job of mobilizing internal resources for 
development. Add to that the emergence 
of an indigenous intelligentsia in the region, 
exemplified by organizations like the AfDB, 
and it seems that Africa’s moment may have 
arrived at last.
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attracte d outsiders ke en to exploit 
governments’ weakness. As the Indian 
poet and Nobel laureate Rabindranath 
Tagore put it in his 1936 poem “Ode to 
Africa,” which played on perceptions about 
who is “civilized,” the continent fell prey 
to “civilization’s barbaric greed,” as the 
colonists “arrived, manacles in hand/Claws 
sharper by far than any of your wolves.”

Finally, at the turn of the twenty-first 
century, things began to change for Africa. 
A few dynamic leaders, democratic stirrings, 
and emerging regional cooperation led to a 
decline in poverty and a pickup in growth. 
Commodity exporters faced a setback 
around 2014, when prices plummeted. But 
this turned out to be a blessing in disguise, 
because it forced countries to diversify their 
economies and increase production – factors 
that supported renewed growth.

According to the AfDB report, Africa’s 54 
economies grew by 2.2% in 2016, on average, 
and 3.6% in 2017. In 2018, the AfDB predicts, 
average growth will accelerate to 4.1%, 
while the World Bank expects Ghana to 
grow by 8.3%, Ethiopia by 8.2%, and Senegal 
by 6.9%, placing these countries among the 
world’s fastest-growing economies. And 
these figures are not wishful thinking: in 
2016, Ethiopia’s GDP grew by 7.6%.

Of course, serious challenges remain. 
South Africa, the continent’s strongest 
economy, is now facing the difficult task 
of tackling its deep-rooted corruption. Yet, 
with the African National Congress now 
apparently determined to replace President 
Jacob Zuma’s scandal-ridden administration 
with one led by the party’s new leader, Cyril 
Ramaphosa, there is reason for hope.

More broadly, many African countries 
need to find ways to create more employment 
– and fast. The share of the working-age 
population is rising faster in Africa than 
in any other region. This “demographic 
dividend” has immense potential. But if job 
creation stalls, the unemployed or under-
employed are likely to become frustrated – a 
recipe for conflict.

Consider the case of Tanzania. Thanks 
to President John Magufuli’s effort to 
mobilize more domestic revenue to support 
increased development spending, the 
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