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Remorseful Buhari in fence-
mending moves ahead 2019

A cross section of Lagosians protesting  increase in Lekki toll fare, weekend.                          Pic by  Olawale Amoo

The battle for the soul of 
Rivers State in 2019 may 
have started one year ahead 
in Ubima, hometown of the 
Ikwerre-born ex-governor, 
Chibuike Rotimi Amaechi, 
who is now Nigeria’s minis-
ter of transportation.

Apapa: When government dances on 
graves of businesses, residents

2019 battle may have 
started in Amaechi’s 
backyard

By simple and elementary 
definition, Apapa is just 
a geographical expres-
sion within a ‘small’ is- p.24

Hard options before Tinubu in 2019
The appointment last Tuesday of Bola 

Ahmed Tinubu...

land state called Lagos. Apapa is 
also a local government area in 
Lagos created, like the 19 others 
in the state, for administrative 
convenience and political expe-
diency.

But by accident of its location, 

Apapa means much more. It is 
also a port city, the country’s 
premier port city harbouring 
the two busiest seaports in the 
country- the Tin Can Island and 
the Apapa Ports-where both 
export and import trade finding 

meaning and significance.
In its good old days, Apapa was 

described as an area of aquatic 
splendor where the white set-
tlers, top level federal civil ser

inside

Aggrieved militants at 
Arogbo in Ese-Odo Local 
Government Area of Ondo 
State, who embraced the 
amnesty programme and 
surrendered their arms to 
the state government, have 
threatened to return to the 
creeks.

‘Give us our guns, we are going 
back to the creeks’

He could ordinarily have 
taken a ‘sidon look’ attitude 
to life based on self-pity. 

‘I neither need empathy nor 
alms, but opportunity to work 
for a living’

In what appears as a confirmation of the opti-
mism expressed recently by Ahmad Lawan, 
Senate majority leader (APC, Yobe North), 
that the All Progressives Congress (APC) 
was going to fulfil all its campaign promises 

to Nigerians before 2019, President Muhammadu 
Buhari may have begun to take some steps not only 
to fulfil these promises but also to win back Nigeri-
ans who have lost confidence in his administration.

While some Nigerians say these moves are com-
ing rather too late, others say it is never too late to 

make amends and get back on track.
The general consensus is that Buhari has since coming 

to power in 2015 frittered away the massive goodwill 
that ushered him into Aso Rock Villa through below par 
performance. Despite outcry in various quarters over 
many things that had gone wrong in the Nigerian sys-
tem in the last two-and-a-half years, the President had 
either been slow to act or had kept mute, leading many 
Nigerians to believe that he treated them with contempt.

But President Buhari seems to have recently woken 
up from his long period of inertia following what many 
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This strategy 
can be seen in 
the increase in 
the allocation 

for the Amnesty 
Programme 

payments by 30 
percent in the 
2018 budget
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2019: Why Madumere remains 
Okorocha’s best bet as successor

 I understand the vision of 
my boss. p. 30-31

‘There is urgent need to 
revisit the basis of our 
togetherness as a country’

p. 25
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If Jimoh Moshood, Force 
Police Public Relations Of-
ficer, were conversant with 
the bible, he would prob-
ably have come across the 

admonition in Proverbs 21:23: 
“Those who guard their mouths 
and their tongues keep them-
selves from calamity.” If for some 
reasons he missed that because 
it is Old Testament and he is in 
love with New Testament, then 
he would have read James 3:6: 
“The tongue also is a fire, a world 
of evil among the parts of the 
body. It corrupts the whole body, 
sets the whole course of one’s 
life on fire, and is itself set on fire 
by hell.”

But events of the past week 
show clearly that the spokes-
man of the Nigeria Police does 
not understand the destructive 
power of the tongue. That was 
why he wielded his very care-
lessly, making utterances that 
have been widely condemned as 
“unprofessional” and “unfortu-
nate” and attracting calls for his 
immediate removal from office.

The story of what happened 
between the Force PPRO and 
Terver Akase, chief press sec-
retary to the Benue State gov-
ernor, on Tuesday is already 
public knowledge. I will just do 
a recap.

The setting was Channels TV’s 
breakfast programme, Sunrise 
Daily, in which Moshood and 
Akase appeared as guests. The 
discussion centred on the han-
dling of the farmer-herder clash-
es in Benue State, north-central 
Nigeria, and what needs to be 
done to resolve the conflicts. The 
situation has since created a rift 
and mutual distrust between the 
Benue State government and the 
Nigeria Police.

During the programme, Akase 
had questioned the capacity of 
the Inspector General of Police 
(IGP), Ibrahim Idris, to tackle 
the insecurity in the state and 
had asked the IGP to resign or 
be sacked.

In a quick reaction, Moshood, 
who apparently could not hold 
his peace, called Benue State 
Governor Samuel Ortom “a 
drowning man” and called for the 
governor’s resignation. This led 
to a heated argument between 
the two men, with Ortom’s chief 
press secretary interrupting 
Moshood with a strong rebuttal, 
demanding a retraction of the 
statement. 

“He has to withdraw that 
statement. The governor of 
Benue was popularly elected 
and he is not a drowning man,” 
Akase said.

It took the intervention of the 
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A police spokesman and his unbridled tongue

moderators to prevent mat-
ters from escalating further. In 
the end, Force PPRO Moshood 
was compelled to withdraw his 
statement.

Was the PPRO right to have 
spoken of a sitting governor is 
such a manner? Was he right in 
the way he reacted? Or in calling 
for the resignation of the gover-
nor? The answer could be found 
in the reaction of Nigerians who 
watched the programme.

On Twitter, Oby Ezekwesili 
(@obyezeks), leader of the 
#BringBackOurGirls movement 
and a former minister of educa-
tion, described the PPRO’s ut-
terance as bastardisation of “our 
national institution” just because 
“the governor asked his boss to 
resign”.

Ekiti State Governor Ayo Fay-
ose (@GovAyoFayose) said the 
Moshood’s comment on Chan-
nels TV Sunrise Daily describing 
Governor Ortom as a “drowning 
man” was “an insult on all the 
governors in Nigeria”.

Ben Murray Bruce (@ben-
murraybruce), who represents 
Bayelsa East in the Nigerian Sen-
ate, said, “Is the police telling us 
something about how herdsmen 
got their AK47s?”

Meanwhile, some other Nige-
rians said the Force PPRO calling 
a sitting governor “a drowning 
man” on national television was a 

strong indication that “the police 
is partisan”. Some said Moshood 
by his action displayed unbe-
lievable lawlessness, “doesn’t 
deserve to remain in office as 
Police PRO” and so should be “re-
deployed to operations”. Some 
pointed to Governor Ortom’s 
several letters to the Federal 
Government in which he raised 
alarm but the FG paid deaf ears 
until the killings got too bad. Yet 
others called on the police to 
apologise to Nigerians.

Bish Johnson, a retired captain 
in the United States Army, who 
was guest on Channels TV Sun-
rise Daily on Wednesday, said 
if he were in Jimoh Moshood’s 
shoes, he would not have en-
gaged in verbal exchange with 
a citizen whose tax is used to 
pay the salary of the police. He 
described Moshood’s conduct 
as unprofessional and an embar-
rassment to the Nigeria Police, 
adding that with such outburst 
and appearance of partisan-
ship, any action the police took 
in Benue thenceforth would be 
viewed with suspicion.

A Makurdi, Benue State-based 
civil society group, #Istand-
WithOrtom, demanded that 
the PPRO should “retract those 
unfortunate words and write a 
letter of apology to the governor 
and the good people of Benue 
State”, noting that the context 

in which the police spokesman 
described the governor as “a 
drowning man” was an indica-
tion that the governor was not a 
man to be taken seriously.

The group described Mos-
hood’s comment as “not only 
unprofessional but unfortunate”, 
adding it was an indication that 
the police had taken sides with 
the invaders of Benue  State.

“We wish to condemn the po-
lice for such an ugly public show. 
As PPRO, Moshood is the face 
of the Nigerian police. So, such 
public careless utterances can 
further embolden the attackers 
of Benue to carry out more at-
tacks against the state,” it said 
in a statement signed by its con-
vener, Iorliam Shija, on Tuesday.

“With this kind of audacious 
behaviour by a top cop, it is 
clear to us now that the police, 
which is expected to be an 
unbiased agency at all times, 
has taken sides with those who 
have invaded Benue villages 
and are killing our men in their 
numbers,” it said.

In his reaction, Governor Or-
tom described Moshood’s state-
ment as laughable, adding that 
IGP Ibrahim Idris was the drown-
ing man who should resign.

“As the chief security officer 
of Benue, I do not have the coer-
cive powers to enforce the law, 
whereas the police and indeed 
the Inspector General of Police 
(IGP) who have the powers 
to enforce the law have failed 
in this regard,” Ortom said in a 
chat with newsmen in Makurdi 
on Tuesday.

“The police high command 
should rather resign their ap-
pointments because they had 
failed in enforcing the law. It is 
the IGP that has failed to do the 
right thing that should be called a 
drowning man, it is the IGP that 
should resign,” he said.

He said he was not a drowning 
man, that he was doing what he 
was elected to do, and that over 
99 percent of Benue people were 
with him.

Ortom said the IGP Idris had 
no business being the IGP and 
that he should resign because 
he doesn’t have the capacity and 
has failed woefully. He said there 
were many good police officers 
who could take over the IGP’s 
job and perform creditably by 
turning around Nigeria’s security 
architecture so as to protect lives 
and property.

“The IGP is the mouthpiece 
of Miyetti Allah Kautal Hore,” 
Ortom alleged. “He should resign 
his current position to serve full 
time in his new job.”

The House of Representatives 
did not take the matter lightly 
either. It was the Benue State 
Caucus of the House that first re-
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sponded through a press confer-
ence, demanding the resignation 
of the PPRO over what it termed 
professional misconduct and 
partisanship.

But the general House’s re-
action came via a “Motion on 
t h e  De r o g a t o r y  St a t e m e n t 
by the Police PRO against an 
Executive Governor of a State 
and the Seeming Unwillingness 
of the Inspector General of Po-
lice to Recognise and Enforce 
a  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l l y  En a c t e d 
Law by the Legislative Arm 
of Government” which was 
sponsored by Mark Terseer 
Gbillah, member representing 
Gwer East/Gwer West Federal 
Constituency.

The motion sought to have 
IGP Ibrahim Idris tender an un-
reserved apology to the Benue 
State governor for the deroga-
tory remarks against him by 
the PPRO and the immediate 
removal of the PPRO from his 
position. It also asked for inves-
tigation into certain statement 
allegedly made by the IGP and 
its implication on his ability to 
superintend the resolution of the 
conflicts in Benue State.

The motion enjoyed the sup-
port of most lawmakers, who 
roundly condemned the conduct 
of the Police PRO, saying it in-
dicated the partisanship of the 
Nigeria Police as an agency. In 
the end, the motion was passed 
without amendment.

While Nigerians wait to see 
where this all  leads, the Ni-
gerian Army on Wednesday 
announced that it would be-
gin Exercise Ayem Akpatuma 
(Cat Race) from February 15 
to March 31, 2018, covering 
Benue, Taraba, Kogi, Nasarawa, 
Kaduna , and Niger States in 
order to tackle the cases of 
kidnappings, herdsmen/farm-
ers’ clashes, among others. The 
exercise, according to Maj-Gen 
David Ahmadu, Chief of Train-
ing and Operations, would in-
volve raids, cordon and search 
operations, roadblocks, show 
of force, and checkpoints.

For some Nigerians, this mili-
tary exercise, coming long after 
many had been calling for de-
ployment of the army following 
the inability of the police to tack-
le the escalating herder-farmer 
clashes in and around Benue, and 
a day after Governor Ortom had 
asked Benue citizens to use all le-
gal means to defend themselves 
against further attacks from 
herdsmen, may be coming a little 
too late. Others, however, say it 
is better late than never.

In the end, it is a lesson for the 
Buhari government not to let 
matters get out of hand before it 
acts. The old adage still stands: a 
stitch in time saves nine.

Moshood
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Remorseful Buhari in fence...
pundits describe as the sudden realisation 
that he has squandered three years of 
his administration with another election 
barely a year away.

“Looking back at the last two-and-a-
half years, Buhari would likely be asking 
himself, ‘What have I done with the man-
date given to me by Nigerians? What do I 
have to show?’ That realisation may have 
forced him to wake up,” said a political 
analyst on the condition of anonymity.  

Consequently, the Pesident has begun 
conciliatory moves that he hopes would 
win his way back into the hearts of Nige-
rians and pave way for his re-election bid 
next year. 

One major move made by President Bu-
hari recently took place in the South-West, 
where an emissary from the President 
comprising Kano State Governor Umar 
Ganduje, Jigawa State Governor Badaru 
Abubakar, Minister of Transport Rotimi 
Amaechi, and APC National Secretary 
Mala Buni met privately with Oyo State 
Governor Abiola Ajimobi at the gover-
nor’s office in Ibadan.

Recall that Ajimobi and other state of-
ficials had in January boycotted the launch 
of the South-West Zonal Office of the 
Muhammadu Buhari Osinbajo (MBO) 
Dynamic Support Group, a campaign 
organisation for the re-election of the 
President, in Ibadan. Those in the know 
say the boycott was to spite Adebayo 
Shittu, minister of communication and 
leader of the campaign group, who has an 
ambition to succeed Ajimobi as Oyo gov-
ernor. Although both men are members of 
the ruling APC, they are said to be political 
opponents in the state.

Some top politicians who attended 
the launch had called on Buhari and the 
APC to mediate the Oyo crisis, which 
prompted the emissary.

Though the deliberations between the 
governor and the delegates were not 
made open, it was gathered that they 
centred on issues affecting the coming 
general election and the fate of the Presi-
dent in 2019, especially in the South-West.

Toye Arulogun, Oyo State commis-
sioner for information, said in a statement 
that the delegation was in Ibadan to de-
liver the president’s message to Ajimobi, 
adding that the visit was important given 
that Ajimobi would play a major role in 
deciding who occupies the “royal seat” 
at Aso Rock, coupled with the fact that 
he “is the eye of Jagaban (Bola Tinubu)” 
in the South-West.

“The presidency emissary conveyed 
the president’s message to the man who 
has the ear of Asiwaju (Mr. Tinubu),” 
Arulogun said.  

“Oyo State gave the president the larg-
est number of votes in the South-West 
during the 2015 elections,” he said to but-
tress the relevance of the state to Buhari’s 
possible re-election.

“His affiliation and good relations with 
other party leaders and governors across 
the country can’t be overlooked,” he said.

In the South-East, where Buhari is 
perceived with a lot of misgivings, the 
president has also begun some concilia-
tory moves. Prior to the Anambra gover-
norship election in November last year, 

the president had paid a working visit to 
Ebonyi, Enugu and Anambra States, his 
first visit to the region since he became 
president in 2015.

In order to sustain these moves, the 
president is moving to sideline Imo State 
Governor Rochas Okorocha, who is wide-
ly seen as the South-East coordinator of 
the Buhari re-election campaign, in favour 
of Benjamin Uwajumogu, a senator and 
former speaker of the Imo State House 
of Assembly. Uwajumogu is the only APC 
senator from the South-East.

This fact emerged following a crucial 
meeting between Buhari and Uwajumogu 
at the Presidential Villa, Abuja in January. 
It was gathered that Buhari expressed 
worries over the dwindling fortunes of 
the party in the South-East, especially 
the poor performance of the party at the 
Anambra State governorship election, 
a situation which signals that he might 
again lose the election in the region, just 
as he did during the presidential election 
in 2015. Buhari, pundits say, may not want 
to suffer the same fate again.

Uwajumogu, sources say, is to be 
saddled with the responsibility of reaching 
out to major stakeholders in the South-
East, with a view to mobilising support 
for the re-election of President Buhari. 
This is as Okorocha is now being seen as 
a political liability who comes with a lot of 
baggage that will negatively impact the 
president’s reconciliatory efforts in the 
South-East and attempts to woo stake-
holders in the region to his side.

“Okorocha is a loyal Buharist, a com-
mitted party member but, regrettably, he 
does not have what it takes to be in the 
forefront of the president’s conciliatory 
moves in the various South-East states,” 
a source was quoted to have said.

As such, the presidency is considering 

“raising new leaders from the zone, who 
will handle his re-election project in the 
South-East region come 2019”.

The president has also moved to main-
tain the fragile peace in the restive Niger 
Delta as the country hopes to restore its 
oil production fully this year. As such, the 
government has pledged to prevent fresh 
outbreaks of militancy and violence in the 
Niger Delta.

This strategy can be seen in the increase 
in the allocation for the Amnesty Pro-
gramme payments by 30 percent in the 
2018 budget, as well as a sizeable increase 
to the budget of the Niger Delta ministry.

“Buhari’s conciliatory moves indicate 
that while he will continue to fight cor-
ruption, he will also attempt to mollify the 
Niger Delta Avengers and other militant 
groups as Nigeria heads into presidential 
campaign season,” said Scott Modell, 
managing director, Rapidan Energy.

Nigeria’s crude and condensates out-
put, which plummeted to a near 30-year 
low of 1.1 million b/d in mid-2016 due to 
renewed militancy in the Delta, has been 
climbing gradually and has averaged just 
over 2 million b/d in the past few months.

Analysts say to sustain the increasing 
production, the government will need to 
keep on engaging with the community 
leaders and the Niger Delta stakeholders 
to keep the region peaceful and keep the 
militants away from bursting pipelines 
and production facilities. Nigeria and the 
president in particular need the oil money 
to prosecute elections next year.

In furtherance of his soul-winning 
moves, President Buhari on February 5 
signed an Executive Order to improve 
local content, secure jobs for Nigerians, 
and improve local content in public pro-
curement with science, engineering and 
technology component, a move that has 

been applauded by many Nigerians.
Recall that millions of Nigerians have 

lost their jobs in the past two-and-a-half 
of the Buhari administration, a bad record 
for a government that promised to create 
more jobs.

“The Executive Order is a laudable 
development not just to Nigeria but to all 
workers. We commend this bold initiative 
of government drive to focus on promot-
ing local content,” Joe Ajaero, president, 
United Labour Congress (ULC), said.

“ULC is excited that an Executive Order 
has been signed to stop the haemorrhag-
ing of our jobs and its attendant losses in 
tax and its various economic multipliers.”

Ajaero said statistics showed that 
unemployment, particularly among the 
youths, which stands at 75 percent, is 
due to the dwindling capacity of local 
businesses to create enough jobs to retain 
old workers, absorb the unemployed and 
engage new entrants into the market.

Last week, President Buhari visited 
Nasarawa State, where he warned victims 
of herdsmen attacks not to engage in 
reprisal attacks, saying he had mobilised 
resources to bring an end to the unneces-
sary killings.

The president, who commissioned the 
Comprehensive Special School in Lafia, 
the state capital, sought to reassure the 
people of North-Central, home to most 
of the victims of the deadly attacks, that 
his administration would not tolerate the 
barbaric acts.

He said the Federal Government was 
working hard to ensure that peace and 
stability returned to the region, adding 
that he had directed all the security agen-
cies to arrest and prosecute any person 
found with illegal arms and that additional 
resources had been deployed to all the af-
fected areas to end the crisis and maintain 
law and order.

“I appeal to all Nigerians to refrain 
from reprisal attacks. The security agen-
cies have standing orders to arrest and 
prosecute any and all persons found with 
illegal arms. I will, once again, express 
my condolences and sympathy to all the 
affected victims of these barbaric acts,” 
Buhari had said.

This was the first time that Buhari would 
speak decisively on the contentious 
farmer-herder clashes in the country, 
preferring all the time to speak by proxy 
through his aides.

On Wednesday, the Nigerian Army 
announced that it would begin Exercise 
Ayem Akpatuma (Cat Race) from Febru-
ary 15 to March 31, 2018, covering Benue, 
Taraba, Kogi, Nasarawa, Kaduna, and 
Niger States in order to tackle the cases 
of kidnappings, herder-farmer clashes, 
among others. The exercise, according to 
Maj-Gen David Ahmadu, chief of Training 
and Operations, would involve raids, cor-
don and search operations, roadblocks, 
show of force, and checkpoints.

Coming more than two years after Fu-
lani herdsmen intensified their murderous 
campaigns in parts of north-central Nige-
ria, with the president turning a deaf ear to 
calls to take decisive action to end the kill-
ings, many Nigerians see this as a political 
move aimed to portray the government in 
a good light and woo back citizens who 
had seen the president as incapable of 

Continued from page 1
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brining about positive change in their lives.
Furthermore, Voice of Nigeria (VON) 

last Friday reported that the president 
has approved the compulsory retirement 
of Justice A. F. A. Ademola of the Abuja 
Division of the Federal High Court and 
also the dismissal from office of Justice 
O. O. Tokode of the Benin Division of the 
Federal High Court.

The National Judicial Council (NJC) had 
since recommended the compulsory re-
tirement and dismissal of the two, respec-
tively, without the president acting on it.

The disciplinary actions on the two 
Justices are in pursuance of section 292 
(1) (b) of the Constitution of the Federal 
Republic of Nigeria.

Justice O.O. Tokode is also to refund all 
salaries and allowances earned illegally 
from December 2, 2015 when he was 
sworn in as a Judge of the Federal High 
Court to date.

Only last week, the President had also 
picked Bola Ahmed Tinubu, national 
leader of the party, to begin a reconcilia-
tory move that would ensure that all 
aggrieved members of the party were 
brought back to the fold. Pundits say the 
appointment was instructive and a move 
to get Tinubu’s full support for his touted 
re-election ambition.

When the Catholic Bishops Conference 
of Nigeria (CBCN) paid a visit to Presi-
dent Buhari on Thursday, the bishops told 
him that the country appeared to be under 
siege which required proactive measure.

They said the failure of government 

to tackle the myriads of problems facing 
the nation had eroded the goodwill with 
which the president came into power.

Not mincing words, the clerics told him 
that the heightening clamour for restruc-
turing of the country, agitation for seces-
sion among other things were as a result 
of disregard for the principal of federal 
character by the government.

The bishops said that the silence of the 
Federal Government on the attacks by 
herdsmen was shocking and there was 
too much suffering and a feeling of hope-
lessness across the country.

“Our youths are restive and many of 
them have taken to hard drugs, cultism 
and other forms of violent crime, while 
many have become victims of human 
trafficking. The nation is nervous.

“Just as we seem to be gradually emerg-
ing from the dark tunnel of an economic 
recession that caused untold hardship to 
families and individuals, violent attacks 
by unscrupulous persons, among whom 
are terrorists masquerading as herdsmen, 
have led to a near civil war situation in 
many parts of the country.

“We are saddened that, repeatedly, in-
nocent citizens in different communities 
across the nation are brutally attacked 
and their sources of livelihood mindlessly 
destroyed. Lives are wasted and property, 
worth billions of naira, including places 
of worship, schools, hospitals and busi-
ness enterprises are torched and turned 
to ashes.

“We are still more saddened by the 
recent massacre of unarmed citizens by 
these terrorists in some communities in 
Benue, Adamawa, Kaduna and Taraba 
States which has caused national shock, 
grief and outcry. The silence of the federal 
government in the wake of these horrify-
ing attacks is, to say the least, shocking. 
There is a feeling of helplessness among 
the people and the danger that some 
people may begin to take laws into their 
hands.

“We therefore earnestly urge the gov-
ernment to take very seriously its primary 
responsibility of protecting the lives and 
property of its citizens and ensure that 
such mindless killings do not reoccur. 
Herdsmen may be under pressure to save 
their livestock and economy but this is 
never to be done at the expense of other 

people’s lives and means of livelihood.
“We would like to add our voice to those 

of other well-meaning Nigerians who 
insist that a better alternative to open 
grazing should be sought rather than in-
troducing “cattle colonies” in the country. 
While thinking of how best to help cattle 
owners establish ranches, government 
should equally have plans to help the other 
farmers whose produce is essential for our 
survival as a nation.

“In a similar vein, daredevil kidnappers, 
who at present are having a field day, with 
a feeling of invincibility, must be made to 
understand that there is a government in 
this country. Government should invest 
more in equipping our Police Force with 
modern high-tech devices that will help 
them track down and arrest these crimi-
nals and make them face the wrath of the 
law,” the Bishops said.

It was an apparently remorseful Buhari 
that responded to the concerns raised by 
the Catholic Bishops.

“The impression created that I was sit-
ting in an air-conditioned office and home, 
enjoying myself while these things hap-
pened, is dishonest. At every step, I have 
tried to foresee these problems because 
I have the experience as a former military 
officer who commanded three out of the 
four divisions of the Nigerian army, in La-
gos, Ibadan and Jos,” President Buhari said.

“I am quite aware of the problems we 
have and I am doing my best to get law 
enforcement agencies to be on alert,” 
he said.

The president said he would not be 
tired of recounting remarkable progress 
recorded in the areas of security, economy 
and the fight against corruption.

“We have done very well on security in 
the North East, when you compare what 
the condition was before we came in 
and what it is now. On the economy, par-
ticularly agriculture, I am very pleased that 
God answered the prayers of Nigerians 
who prayed for bountiful harvest. People 
have taken advantage of federal govern-
ment policies and programmes to return 
to the farm and they have not regretted 
it,” he said.

On the fight against corruption, he 
reiterated that government would be 
guided by the law in the investigation and 
prosecution of all graft-related cases.

Tinubu Ajumobi

Buhari’s concil-
iatory moves in-
dicate that while 
he will continue 
to fight corrup-

tion, he will also 
attempt to mol-
lify the Niger 

Delta Avengers
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Why Kwakpovwe, Our Daily Manna publisher, 
snubbed Presidency, Lagos, Delta governors

In protest against the 
alleged killing of many 
Nigerians by suspected 
herders and in solidar-

ity with their grieving fam-
ily members, the General 
Overseer of the Manna 
Prayer Mountain, (Bishop) 
Chris Kwakpovwe who 
is also the author of the 
popular daily devotional, 
Our Daily Manna, denied 
representatives from The 
Presidency, Lagos and 
Delta state governments 
the usual honour accord-
ed them at the ministry’s 
annual World Anointing 
Night at the Tafawa Balewa 
Square, Lagos, recently.

The functionaries of 
government were politely 
requested to stay away 
from the annual gathering 
of hundreds of thousands 
of worshippers.

Last year, the Chaplain of 
the Aso Rock Villa, Pastor 
Oluseyi Malomo repre-
sented Vice President, Pro-
fessor Yemi Osinbajo. The 
Speaker of the Delta House 
of Assembly represented 
Governor Ifeanyi Okowa, 
while also appearing in his 
own capacity. The wife 
of the Governor of Lagos 
State, Bolanle Ambode was 
present as well.

was streamed live to over 
200 countries, witnessed 
a tumultuous thunder of, 
“Amen” from the con-
gregation to his prayers 
against the sponsors of 
the killer herders. Kwak-
povwe prophesied that 
“in six months from now, 
the sponsors of this killing 
spree all over the country 
will lose their hold on pow-
er. They will be exposed. 
They will fight themselves. 
There will be confusion in 
their camp.”   

In an atmosphere of 
praise and worship fea-

Th i s  y e a r,  h o w e v e r, 
Kwakpovwe shocked the 
throng of believers when 
he announced that there 
was no place or special rec-
ognition for government 
functionaries at the meet-
ing. This was a clear de-
parture from the previous 
practice of allowing these 
Very Important Persons 
the privilege of addressing 
the crowd.

Visibly angry, Kwak-
povwe said: “We are all 
stakeholders in this coun-
try. We cannot keep quiet 
when people are being 
slaughtered like animals. 
Some pastors are saying 
we should buy guns and 
fight them back. That is not 
the way to go. We have a 
weapon that is more le-
thal than guns. Mugabe 
was removed in a way that 
nobody can understand. 
When we come together 
like this, we have the au-
thority to command things 
to happen. Who is buying 
those AK47 guns for the 
herders? Who are their 
sponsors? I declare that 
God is going to do a new 
thing that will shock people 
in this country. The killing is 
too much. Are we at war?”

The programme, which 

Ni g e r i a ’ s  d a t a 
grandmasters, 
Globacom, has 
unveiled a new 

promo that will allow sub-
scribers buy LTE smart-
phones at rock-bottom 
prices and enjoy non-stop 
browsing in the spirit of 
Valentine.

According to a press 
statement from the com-
pany, the offer opened on 
Monday 5, and will last 
till Monday, 19 February, 
2018.

The offer includes the 
Huawei Y311 smartphone, 
which has now been re-
duced to N25, 000 from 
N37, 000 and the Huawei 
Y511 reduced to N36, 000 
from N45, 000.

Globacom said those 
who buy the Y311 phone 
will have access to 3.13GB 
of free data monthly for 
four months. The company 
said those who purchase 
the Huawei Y511 on the 
other hand will enjoy 4.5GB 
data for four months.

 “The fact that the free-
bies last for four months 
means that subscribers 
can enjoy the non-stop 
browsing before and long 
after Valentine’s Day”, Glo-

turing Pastor Kunle Ajayi 
on the saxophone, Praise 
Channel and the Manna 
Mountain Voices, there 
was evidence of diverse 
miracles of healing from 
different diseases and 
freedom for those who 
were possessed by de-
mons. Persuaded by his 
team, Kwakpovwe later 
allowed the representative 
of the wife of the Lagos 
State Governor to pres-
ent a sealed copy of Her 
Excellency’s speech (but 
it was not read) which he 
received with thanks.

Firing more shots at 
government at different 
levels, Kwakpovwe said: 
“Many governors are my 
friends, but I do not take 
contract from them. The 
Lord warned me against it. 
I do not need money from 
government. If you take 
money from politicians you 
cannot speak against them 
when they go wrong.” The 
programme was held un-
der the theme, ‘Change of 
Garment’ and the worship-
ers were encouraged to 
carry out a symbolic tear-
ing of their clothes repre-
senting life circumstances 
that they do not want to be 
associated with.

President Muham-
madu Buhari has 
been advised to 
critically look in to 
the issues raised 

in the letter written to him by 
former President Olusegun 
Obasanjo and call him to 
a round table for progress 
and positive change in the 
country.

Abubakar Kawu Baraje, 
a Chieftain of the All Pro-
gressives Congress (APC), 
Kwara State, stated this in an 
interview with journalists in 
Ilorin, shortly after a prayer 
session to commemorate 
his 67th Birthday.

According to him, looking 
at the trend of former Presi-
dent Obasanjo to politics in 
the country, he might have 
had reason for such letter.

“This is not the first time or 
second time. He wrote such 
letter in 1983 when Shagari 
was in power. He also wrote 
to former President Good-
luck Jonathan. So, if he is 
coming around with another 
letter, I think that is his own 
way of sending some signals 
to the government in power 
either positive or negative,” 
he said.

SIKIRAT SHEHU, Ilorin
Baraje, a one-time acting 

National Chairman of the 
People’s Democratic Party 
(PDP), said: “As a politi-
cian and somebody who 
believes in Obasanjo, to me, 
what happened during his 
own time is not what mat-
ters. When you are holding 
the lamp, you cannot see 
your immediate environ-
ment but when other people 
are holding lamp, you see 
what they cannot see.

“And I think what Obasan-
jo has seen both in the past 
and now judging by events, 
some of the issues raised 
in the letter has come and 
gone to pass. So, if anybody 
wrote that kind of letter by 
a personality like Obasanjo, 
that person should take it 
serious and should not take 
it as words of a sycophant.

“President Muhammadu 
Buhari should look vivid-
ly in to that letter and call 
Obasanjo to a round table 
and say look, what have 
you seen? You supported 
me before I got here. So, he 
should discuss with him. It 
is not about segregation, 
this country belongs to all 
of us and if anybody has 
anything to do or contribute 
to the progress and positive 
change of the country that 
person should go ahead,” 

he added.
Speaking on alleged plot 

against President of the Sen-
ate, Bukola Saraki, Baraje 
asked those hatching the 
plot to tread with caution 
as any attempt to remove 
Saraki as the Senate Presi-
dent would fail.

He recalled that a group 
within the Senate, who ve-
hemently resisted Saraki 
leadership at inception, had 
aligned and stood solidly 
behind him.

Baraje maintained that 
the President of the Sen-
ate was brilliant and full of 
hope and dream for Nigeria, 
warning that such lofty hope 
should not be destroyed for 
the sake of politics.

Baraje said: “Many of us 
helped to build APC. I’m 
one of them, he (Saraki) 
was and still one of them. We 
are still building the party. I 
think the party has not made 
a statement about the so 
called threat to impeach 
him. We only learnt from 
the news that we read and 
from hearsays. And I think 
very sincerely, there must be 
ground before you impeach 
somebody like him, and they 
(Senators) have their own 
rules and regulations and we 
all have constitutions that 
guide impeachment.

“If the President of the Sen-
ate is seen to have violated 
such rules, why not. But sin-
cerely as of today and to the 
best of my knowledge, I don’t 
think any Senate President in 
the past, in the immediate-
past or long past, has held the 
Senate like Bukola Saraki has 
been holding it. He has been 
seen to be a team player, he 
has been seen to be leader 

that carries the Senate along 
and he has been seen to be 
somebody, who can endure, 
give and sacrifice for this 
nation.

“Remember that he got 
to that position like a war, 
as if he was fighting a war. 
Today, even those people, 
who opposed him, are the 
most fanatical people, who 
are his supporters today. So, 

Call Obasanjo to round table, APC chieftain tells Buhari

 Winner of Nigeria Prize for Literature, Ikeogu Oke, Foremost actor, Sadiq Daba, film producer, 
Tayo Osasona and Paddy Ezeala, Regional Manager, South-East, Premium Pension Limited 
at the private screening of the movie entitled UNBROKEN at Paddy Ezeala’s residence in 
Apo, Abuja over the weekend. The movie was produced by Tayo Osasona and Directed by 
Desmond Elliot.

what reason do you want 
to say you have to want to 
impeach such a person?

“I’m aware there are a lot 
of gimmicks, but the worst 
one that would boomerang 
against anybody who is plan-
ning anything, is to say they 
want to impeach Bukola 
Saraki. That Senate is solid as 
I have never seen. I believe it 
would keep bouncing. 

bacom said.
 The Valentine Promo is 

being introduced at a time 
the company has just intro-
duced a new data regime, 
which confirms Globacom 
as the network with the big-
gest and best data bundles 
in the market.  In essence 
the new bundles christened 
Unmatched Data gives sub-
scribers 25 percent bonus 
across all data plans for ev-
ery amount of subscription.

“This means that for new 
subscribers and those who 
renew their plans before 
expiration, a N100 sub-
scription, for instance, will 
fetch a total of 100MB; a 
N200 will get 262MB; a 
N500 will get 1GB and N 
1,000 will get 2GB. Also 
N2, 000 will attract a 4.5GB 
data bundle; a N2500 sub-
scription will attract 7.2GB 
data bundle. All figures in-
clude the 25% bonus”, Glo-
bacom explained.

  Besides being the most 
competitive and compre-
hensive in the industry, the 
bundles also have wide va-
riety to make it possible for 
all categories of subscrib-
ers to find something that 
works for them from N25 
to N20,000 bundle.Kwakpovwe

Valentine: Glo offers non-stop 
browsing for subscribers
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Reality TV star, Ese Eriata, appears 
in Glo’s Professor Johnbull

Es e  Er i a t a ,  a  f a k e 
housemate in the 
last edition of the 
popular Reality TV, 

Big Brother Naija , show 
will co-star with Kanayo O. 
Kanayo (KOK), Bidemi Ko-
soko, Funky Mallam, Yomi 
Fash-Lanso and others in the 
newest episode of the epic 
TV drama series, Profes-
sor Johnbull, sponsored by 
Globacom.

Ac c o r d i n g  t o  a  p r e s s 
statement  released from 
the headquarters of the 
telecoms firm over the 
weekend, this new epi-
sode entitled Pepper Dem 
Gang  showing on Tuesday 
w i l l   f o c u s  o n  t h e  c o n -
cept of slay queens, a tag 
g i v e n  t o  l a d i e s  w h o  g o 
after frivolities instead of 
substance.

According to Glo, viewers 
should not miss this week’s 
episode in order to find out 
why there is unhealthy ri-
valry among ladies. They will 
also find out if the concept 
of slay queen is reflective 
of the Nigerian culture or 
not, whether the fake life 
styles of slay queens tally 
with their intelligence and 
what the connotative and 
denotative meanings of slay 

queens is.
Viewers  will find Pepper 

Dem Gang hilarious and 
educating as Professor John-
bull, acted by Nollywood 
legend, Kanayo O. Kanayo 
(KOK), discusses why most 
ladies adopt more than one 
birthday dates in a year; why 
most dress-to-kill ladies lack 
basic idea of the image they 
portray and why slay queens 
adopt appellations different 
from the names given to 
them at birth.

How does Flash (Stephen 
Odimgbe) react when duty 
calls for him to defend Ju-
moke (Bidemi Kosoko) 
against one of the biggest 
slay queens acted by Ese 
Eriata, one of the fake house-
mates in the last episode 
of the reality TV show, Big 
Brother Nigeria (BBN). 
Viewers will find out this in 
the episode.

The drama shows on NTA 
Network, NTA International 
on DSV Channel 251 and 
NTA on StarTimes at 8.30 
p.m. on Tuesday with a re-
peat broadcast on Friday at 
8.30p.m on the same chan-
nels. Veteran TV dramatist, 
Chief Chika Okpala, aka, 
Zebrudayah, makes a cameo 
appearance in the episode.

VICTORIA NNAKIAIKE, Lokoja

SOCRISS entreats Otu to 
return as senator in 2019

Youths under the 
a e g i s  o f  So u t h -
ern Cross River 
s t a t e  S t u d e n t s 

(SOCRISS) demand a re-
turn of their Grand -Patron, 
Senator Bassey Otu to the 
Senate after the 2019 elec-
tions in Nigeria.

They also support the 
Northern Senatorial District 
completing its two-term gu-
bernatorial seat as provided 
for in the peculiar zoning 
system in tandem with the 
Accord of 1980 which the 
other two Districts have 
served since the return of 
democratic rule in 1999.

The Forum, an amalgam 
of students Union repre-
sentatives from the seven 
Local Government Councils 
of the District, issued the 
resolutions in a 5-point com-
muniqué at the end of its first 
meeting of the year which 
held in Akamkpa.

The communiqué jointly 
endorsed by Hilary Ntui, 
President, SOCRISS world-
wide; Ajah Ajah, President-
General; and Tete Ekpo 
Okon, Secretary-General, 
conveyed the wish of the 
forum for the Senator to 
heed the call to rescue the 
district from further misrep-
resentation.

While Ajah is a former 
President of the National 
Association of Cross River 
state Students (NACRISS) 
Worldwide, while Tete is a 
former president of the Stu-
dents Union Government 
(SUG) in the University Of 
Calabar.

‘’We hereby send a pas-
sionate appeal, SOS and a 
clarion call to Senator Bassey 
Edet Otu to shirk off his pres-
ent lethargy which may be 
misconstrued to suggest 
premature retirement from 
politics and get ready to ben-
efit from our massive sup-
port during the 2019 elec-
tion for the Calabar North 
Senatorial District seat,” the 
Communiqué stated in part.

‘’We have also observed 
with dismay that the affairs 
of our Senatorial district have 
not been given the relevant 
legislative muscle. The nu-
merous youths you groomed 
during your truncated tenure 
are now without positive 
future due to glaring misrep-
resentation,’’ it said.

The communiqué also 
enumerated several national 
issues affecting the District 
which have not been project-
ed to attract federal govern-
ment attention which would 
have affected the lives of the 
people positively as they 
now suffer in the midst of 
plenty.

L-R: Ifeoma Nkata, Government Relations Advisor, MTN; Maureen Ubi, deputy director Monitoring and Reporting, 
Office of the Head of Civil Service of the Federation  Catherine Akochiwe, matron, Divine Wounds of Jesus 
Orphanage Home;  Bon Ukachukwu, secretary,  DWJOH, and Charles  Ikezemuoka, director, DWJOH,  during  
the Donation of Household and Food Items to Divine Wounds of Jesus Orphanage Home by the MTN Foundation  
in Abuja.

Vice-President, 
Yemi Osinbajo, 
will launch the 
Ma r k e t m o n i /
M i c r o  S m a l l 

and Medium Enterprise 
(MSME) clinic on Tuesday, 
February 13, 2017.

The clinic will serve as a 
delivery tool for the devel-
opment and escalation of 
small and medium enterprise 
across Nigeria.

Adoga Ibrahim, senior 
special adviser to Yahaya 
Bello, Governor, Kogi state, 
on Multilateral Donor Agen-
cies and Special Projects/
Focal Person on Social In-
vestment Programme who 
made this known in Lokoja 
on Thursday, February 8, said 
it is under the federal Gov-
ernment’s Social Investment 
Programme (SIP).

Ibrahim said there would 
be training, capacity building, 
collaborative and interactive 
programme to assist the 
small scale businesses.

He also said that the 
MSME clinic would attract 
over 27 parastatals associ-
ated with the growth of small 
and medium enterprises and 
open up opportunities for 
various businesses in the 
state.

The agencies include: BOI, 
BOA, CAC, FIRS, CBN, NAF-
DAC, CPC, SON, SMEDAN 
and all commerce-related 
organisations.

“Registration started re-
cently and we already have 
about 105 businesses that 

have registered.
“We are building struc-

tures, platforms and foun-
dations that will enable the 
SMEs have confidence in 
what they are doing and also 
grow their businesses.

“It is 70percent for women 
and 30percent for men. The 
SMEs will interact and show-
case their businesses to the 
parastatals which will find 
a way of supporting them,” 
he said.

“We will also disburse ad-
ditional loans of N50, 000 
to 7000 people under the 
GEEP/Marketmoni pro-
gramme to enable beneficia-
ries to boost their businesses 
or start new ones.

“These people have been 
pre-qualified, their data ob-
tained and forwarded to 
Bank of Industry (BoI) and 
accounts opened for them,” 
he added.

The focal person added 
that about 20,000 benefi-
ciaries of the Conditional 
Cash Transfer (CCT) in Kogi 
were already getting a total 
of N100 million monthly.

Osinbajo

MIKE ABANG, Calabar

FG set to launch MSME clinic in Kogi

Give us our guns, we are going back to the 
creeks, ex-militants tell Ondo govt  

…State to empower 7,000 people under GEEP/MSME

Aggrieved militants 
at Arogbo in Ese-
Odo Local Gov-
ernment Area of 

Ondo State, who embraced 
the amnesty programme 
and surrendered their arms 
to the state government, 
have threatened to return to 
the creeks.

Leaders of the 15 ex-
militant camps, ‘Generals’ 
Bowei Felix (Kakaduku 1 of 
Niger Delta) of Seimo Osain 
camp, Mefun Duba (Binimo-
biyomo camp), Pemi Sylves-
ter (Dragon camp), David 
Eddy (Amafinibai camp), 
Soriwei Raphael (D. Devil 
made me to do it camp) and 
10 others, regretted that 
since submitting their arms 
last November, the govern-
ment had abandoned them.

The groups surrendered 
their weapons to the Amnes-
ty Committee, headed by 
Deputy Governor, Agboola 
Ajayi, at Arogbo Centre in 
the local government.

The ex-militants said 
they had been abandoned 
and shortchanged, adding 
that politicians had consid-
ered their followers in the 
scheme.

YOMI AYELESO, Akure 
 “We have been totally 

short-changed, marginalised 
and abandoned, while slots 
were given to their political 
allies.

“We make bold to state 
that the whole programme 
has been politicised, as the 
1,000 slots they claimed 
were approved for Ondo 
State, apart from the fact 
that they were grossly in-
sufficient, the distribution 
was inequitable as about 97 
percent of the camps were 

not given a slot.
“This is rather unwarrant-

ed, uncalled for and con-
demnable in its entirety,” the 
statement read.

The ‘Generals’ insisted 
t h a t  t h e  a m n e s t y  p r o -
gramme should be all-en-
compassing.

The statement added: 
“We are fed up with the 
present situation. We will 
likely go back to the creeks, 
after retrieving our guns, if 
nothing is done to end our 

sufferings.
“Gen Bowei Felix, other 

Generals with their boys in 
their various camps spend 
a minimum of N10 million 
every month on feeding and 
other upkeep before submit-
ting their arms.

“Federal and state gov-
ernments should urgently 
address this critical situation 
and handle it with caution 
to avoid breach of peace, 
unrest and avoidable res-
tiveness in the region.”
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Sikirat Shehu, who 
manages Kwara 
State office of 
both Business-
Day and BDSUN-

DAY titles, has emerged 
best female journalist of 
the year 2017 among the 
crop of female journalists 
representing various media 
organisations in the North 
Central state. 

Shehu emerged winner 
of the Kwara State Me-
dia Awards sponsored by 
the Kwara State Internal 
Revenue Service (OGIRS) 
alongside Hakeem Garuba 
of Channels Television, who 
won best journalist of the 
year (male category). Lawal 
Sulyman Bamidele of Kwara 

RAZAQ AYINLA 
State Ministry of Informa-
tion was adjudged best me-
dia officer in public service.

Senator Bukola Saraki-
owned Kwara-based Nation-
al Pilot Newspaper received 
best print media of the year 
and Kwara state-owned 
Kwara State Broadcast-
ing Corporation, popularly 
called Radio Kwara won the 
best electronic media of the 
year.

Shehu, who joined Busi-
nessDay Media Group in 
2016 as the Kwara state 
correspondent, read Mass 
Communication at the Na-
tional Diploma level at the 
College of Arabic and Islamic 
Legal Studies in Ilorin, Kwara 
State and also a graduate of 
Mass Communication of 
the University of Maiduguri, 
Borno State. 

BusinessDay’s Sikirat Shehu wins Kwara 
State best female journalist award for 2017 

For many Nigerians 
who were lucky to 
be at the Lekki toll 
gate on August 11, 

2017, when Pepsi activated 
the ‘No Shakin’ Carry Go’ 
campaign, the experience 
of that day will probably live 
with them for a long time.

The excitement was high 
as Pepsi invaded the toll 
gate to whip up a marketing 
storm that was memorable. 
For one hour, Pepsi locked 
down the toll, creating a ‘No 
Shakin’ Carry Go’ experi-
ence for consumers plying 
the route.

A couple of weeks prior, 
Pepsi had announced a re-
verse of the 50cl plastic 
bottle from N150 back to 
N100 with the #NoShak-
inCarryGo campaign (in 
Lagos and Ibadan). And so, 
the activation at Lekki toll 
gate was to drive home the 
message. In what felt like a 
festive bonanza, consum-
ers who drove by between 
5pm and 6pm on that day, 
were pleasantly surprised 
as they enjoyed a rare toll 
free passage, along with 
chilled plastic bottles of the 

MABEL DIMMA
50cl Pepsi.

According to the brand, 
when people’s fare got paid, 
Pepsi meant ‘No shaking’ for 
price and when they got their 
refreshing bottle of Pepsi, 
Pepsi meant ‘carry go’ with 
all that cool refreshment 
at a cool size of 50cl and 
at an even cooler price of 
N100. Of course, thousands 
of excited consumers took 
to social media to share their 
experiences.

The ‘No shakin, carry go’ 
campaign is another excep-
tional marketing idea from 
Insight Publicis, reflecting the 
agency’s tradition of consis-
tently, creating campaigns 
that are not just witty but 
also resonate with the cul-
ture and expectations of 
consumers. “Our message 
was clear; to stay positive 
and keep on being true to 
the Nigerian spirit as this is 
how you can succeed both 
individually and collectively. 
As a can-do nation, this mes-
sage was quickly embraced 
and adopted,” said Sinmisola 
Hughes-Obisesan, creative 
director, Insight Publicis.

She said that the concept 
was intent on provoking a 
marketing ‘Tsunami’. “We 
were the first agency to 

Insight Publicis dusts rivals with award-winning Pepsi campaigns

She has worked briefly as 
a reporter at both The Her-
ald Newspapers and Daily 
Trust Newspapers in Ilorin, 
Kwara State before joining 
BusinessDay. 

While presenting the 
award in Ilorin, Kwara State 
capital recently, Muritala 
Awodun, chairman of Kwara 
State Internal Revenue Ser-
vice  (KWIRS), said: “We 
thank God and all, for your 
corporations that have 
made it possible for us to be 
able to complete the first 
two years of our services. 

“This is the beginning of 
another period called ‘the 
Growth of KWIRS’ and it 
starts this January 2018. But 
beyond the appreciation, 
we also feel that we should 
not appreciate by words of 
mouth, and that is why this 
event is taking place and it 
based on different catego-
ries of awards as a mark of 
our appreciation for various 
categories of media people 
identified with KWIRS.”

Receiving the award as 
the best female journalist of 
the year, Shehu described 
it as a great surprise as she 
expressed gratitude to the 
chairman and management 
of Kwara State Internal Rev-
enue Service (KWIRS), just 
as she assured Kwara State 
government and KWIRS of 
BusinessDay Media Group’s 
support at all times in terms 
of quality and accurate re-
ports.  

make a digital storm with 
the ‘Long Throat’ campaign 
and so we looked again to 
see how we could create an-
other campaign that would 
cause a big tsunami.

“We thought of high traffic 
congestion points and that is 
when the inspiration hit. As 
the toll had not been done 
properly before, it was only 
a question of how to make 
it work. The rest is history.”

The need to create an 
out-of-this-world campaign 
could not have been lost 
on the agency, because 
the rivalry between the 
cola brands in Nigeria has 
become legendary. With 
competition heating up the 
last couple of years as new 
brands joined the fray in a 
scramble for the hearts and 
minds of consumers, whose 
purchasing power have been 
squeezed by the economic 
downturn.

With efficient use of digital 
platforms, Pepsi has contin-
ued to drive the new cam-
paign along with its ambas-
sadors, as well as, creating a 
number of marketing touch 
points through sports and 
music sponsorship to sustain 
the engagement and con-
nection with consumers.

LG Electronics receive over 90 awards at CES 2018

LG Electronics was 
honoured with more 
than 90 awards at 
CES 2018 led by the 

Official CES Best TV Product 
Award for the fourth consec-
utive year. This time for the 
new LG AI OLED TV, model 
C8. LG also earned numer-
o u s  b e s t - o f - s h o w  h o n -
ours for the LG InstaView 
ThinQ™ Refrigerator and 
LG 4K UHD Projector and 

 Sikirat Shehu receiving a plaque from Muritala Awodun 



How investment in road infrastructure 
transformed Akwa Ibom

2019:  Endorsement galore in C/River for Ayade’s second term bid

One significant sector 
that has witnessed 
r e m a r k a b l e  i m -
p r o v e m e n t  a n d 
upgrade in the last 

few years since the Udom Em-
manuel administration came to 
power is road infrastructure. This is 
despite the dwindling revenue ac-
cruing to the state government due 
to the fall in the price of oil which 
has seen its revenue plummet to 
all time low.

Even before the present ad-
ministration came to power in 
2015, Akwa Ibom State has re-
corded significant improvement 
in infrastructure to the extent that 
flyovers, dual carriage ways and 
magnificent structures like stadia 
were being seen in Uyo, the state 
capital. And this has changed the 
physical landscape of the city, 
making it one of the most admired 
state capitals in terms of physical 
infrastructure and good network 
of roads.

And since the Udom adminis-
tration took over from the previ-
ous administration about two and 
half years ago, the pace of develop-
ment in the area of providing roads 
and bridges has not slowed down; 
instead it appears to have been in 
the ascending order of magnitude. 
First, it was the construction of the 
long abandoned Eket-Ibeno road 
where Mobil Producing Nigeria 
(MPN) has its operational base 
which had been in a deplorable 
condition for years.

It is somehow shocking how 
such a vital link road where the 
bulk of the country’s crude oil 
production takes place had been 
so neglected despite the oil com-
pany having been in operation for 
several decades.

Though it took the incidence 
of oil spill from the oil company’s 

First, he picked nomina-
tion form to represent 
Cross River North Sena-
torial District in 2015 

before he was prevailed upon to 
come and run for governorship 
by the former Governor Liyel 
Imoke. Without posters, he won 
the party primaries on the plat-
form of the People’s Democratic 
Party (PDP) in a race he was 
never in the picture and went 
ahead to win the governorship 
election in the state.

Since he became governor of 
the state in 2015, there has been 
a culture of silence in the state by 
the opposition parties contrary 
to what was the case during the 
Donald Duke and Liyel Imoke 
administrations.

Despite criticism of his ad-
ministration over quantum of 
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facilities to force it to contribute to 
the construction of the road as the 
community elected to forego its 
share of the palliatives, it preferred 
rather that it should used it for the 
construction of the road which 
according to them had become an 
eyesore.

Ephraim Inyang, commissioner 
for works in Akwa Ibom State, 
explained that the construction of 
that road from Eket to Ibeno was 
a major achievement of the state 
government given that it had long 
been abandoned and neglected, 
adding that it was based on the 
determination of the state to up-
grade road infrastructure and give 
the state a facelift that necessitated 
the construction of the road, thus 
linking all communities with good 
road network.

Apart from the construction of 
the Eket Ibeno road  being at the 

ANIEFIOK UDONQUAK, Uyo

centre of oil bearing communities, 
the construction of several other 
major roads like the Etinan Uyo 
road being undertaken by the state 
government, the construction of 
Etinan Ndon Eyo road as well as 
that of the OKobo to East West 
road in Eket senatorial district of 
the state. There is one of the lon-
gest bridges in the state to link Etebi 
and Ewang that is constructed by 
the state government.

In fact, apart from the major 
highways that are being construct-
ed, the entire Eket metropolis is 
being remodelled in a project that 
is expected to gulp millions of 
Naira. The remodelling project will 
without a doubt be a major boost to 
urban renewal scheme of the state 
and has the potential of easing con-
gestion in the city centre.

Other facilities that the state 
government has done well is in the 

upgrading sporting facilities which 
had helped the stadium in Uyo 
to provide the base for the Super 
Eagles to launch their qualification 
campaign for this year’s World Cup 
in Russia.  It should be pointed out 
that the state government is also 
constructing mini sports centres 
in the ten federal constituencies of 
the state while some of the centres 
have already been up and running.

Come to think of it, the high 
quality of facilities available at the 
stadium has made it to rank as one 
of the best in the country and since 
the Super Eagles set their feet on it, 
they have never looked back which 
played a big role in their qualifica-
tion for the World Cup.

The state government’s invest-
ment in physical infrastructure has 
transformed the state capital to a 
modern metropolis and this should 
be seen from the perspective that 
more than less than two decades 
ago, Uyo was a local government 
headquarter.  So it is amazing that 
most of the roads are now paved 
and in excellent condition. It can 
therefore be said that the state 
government has made giant strides 
in the area of road construction.

Indeed for constructing no fewer 
than forty five internal roads in the 
Uyo metropolis to address flood-
ing and ease movement of people 
and goods, many residents have 
praised Governor Udom Emmanuel 
describing it as unprecedented.

The people expressed their 
appreciation shortly after the 
Commissioner for Works, Ephraim 
Inyang-Eyen led his team of en-
gineers and reporters to inspect 
road projects financed by the state 
in Uyo and Ibesikpo Asutan local 
government areas at the weekend.

Linus Udoh, a resident of Afaha 
Ikot Obio Nkang road, said the area 
had been neglected for over three 
decades and had since lost hope of 
getting attention despite its close-

ness to the city centre.
Mercy Udosen, a civil servant, 

said the road project would ease 
her movement through Udo Udo-
ma Avenue to the state secretariat.

The team inspected Akpa Ube 
Crescent, off IBB Way, Aka Com-
munity School Road with spur 
to Aka Road, Atlantic FM Road, 
Ediye Street, Stallion Hotel Road, 
Udotung Ubo Lane, Ntiedo Udosen 
Street, Youth Avenue, All Grace 
School Road, Prof Offiong Street 
in Shelter Afrique Estate, 5.1km 
internal roads with Ewet Housing 
Extension and others.

The commissioner said the over 
45 roads completed and under 
construction in Uyo would be inau-
gurated by the governor in May this 
year to mark his third anniversary.

“The governor is very passion-
ate about opening up the state 
capital, tackling the challenges of 
flooding and providing alternative 
routes for the people. These new 
road projects are in addition to 
the old roads we had done in Uyo 
like the Information Drive and the 
Nsikak Eduok-Ibesikpo drainage 
project. In May, the governor shall 
inaugurate these road projects 
and continue to change the lives of 
Akwa Ibom people positively,” the 
commissioner added.

Has the state government 
stopped doing more roads? No, 
it is still carrying out the business 
of road construction as if there 
would be no new administration 
in future. Right now, the entire seg-
ment of Uyo city along Barracks 
road which had never had tarred 
roads is being rehabilitated by the 
state government. It is not just 
rehabilitation, it involves the provi-
sion of drainages to check flooding 
in the area due to the topography 
of the area. It is unbelievable to see 
the transformation that has taken 
place in Uyo, the state capital and 
in other cities across the state.

Udom Emmanuel

Governor Ben Ayade has gone down in history as one of the luckiest governors ever produced in Cross River State since 1999 without stiff opposition, writes MIKE ABANG
political appointees, the Ayade 
administration is regarded in the 
state as the friendliest and a re-
gime that has empowered many 
indigenes and has touched lives 
of many people. Though none of 
his signature projects such as the 
275km superhighway,  Bakassi 
deep seaport rice city, Banana 
plantation and others have seen 
the light of day apart from the 
garment factory that has com-
menced production, the people 
are happy with him.

The recent crises bedeviling 
the All People’s Congress (APC) 
in the state is alleged to further 
weaken the party and allow the 
governor have a likely smooth 
ride into Diamond Hill Govern-
ment House in 2019.

With the gamut of endorse-
ment going on in the state in all 

the three Senatorial districts, 
thumbing up for Ayade re-elec-
tion, observers say it will only 
take magic to unseat him in 2019.

Though the governor is yet to 
cross the first hurdle of picking 
nomination form from his party, 
there are indications that it will 
be difficult for anybody to win 
Ayade during the primaries as his 
political appointees are enough 
to intimidate any opponent with 

numerical strength required to 
win the primaries in his party.

Apart from that, the present 
state executive of the PDP is sol-
idly with the governor and work-
ing for his aspiration in 2019.

Even as some political heavy-
weights in the state may not 
be on the side of the governor, 
politics is a game of numbers 
and elections are won by huge 
followership.

 
Endorsement galore for 

Ayade
 A socio, economic and po-

litical organisation made up of 
the seven Local Government 
Areas in the Southern Senatorial 
District of Cross River State has 
unanimously endorsed Gov-
ernor Ayade for a second term 
ahead of 2019 in the state.

The group made the declara-
tion at Calabar Municipal ground 
venue for the endorsement rally 
for Ayade’s second term bid 
by the seven local government 
areas that made up Southern 
Senatorial District. They include 
Akamkpa, Odukpani, Biase, Cal-
abar South, Calabar Municipal 
Council, Akpabuyo, Bakassi.

Asuquo Ekpeyong, an invest-
ment guru and financial expert, 
said after a careful study of the 
performance of the governor in 
office in two and half years, they 
decided that the governor should 
be returned in 2019.

“Today marks another histor-
ic day as we are asking the gover-
nor to offer himself for election 
come 2019 because there is no 
other person to take over from 
him right now,” Ekpeyong said.



2019 battle may have started 
in Amaechi’s backyard
… As Wike flags off reconstruction of community    school to shame ex-governor
…  APC fights back, says governor didn’t get listening  ear

The battle for the soul of Rivers 
State in 2019 may have start-
ed one year ahead in Ubima, 
hometown of the Ikwerre-
born ex-governor, Chibuike 

Rotimi Amaechi, who is now Nigeria’s 
minister of transportation.

This is because the sitting governor, 
Nyesom Wike, regarded at the moment 
as Amaechi’s bitterest political foe, has 
flagged off the reconstruction of a di-
lapidated community secondary school 
located in the ex-governor’s hometown 
of Ubima, apparently to do what he said 
Amaechi could not do.

This ‘kind’ gesture seems to have 
attracted the expected reaction of the 
opposition party in the state, the All Pro-
gressives Congress (APC), which has 
accused the sitting governor of seeking 
cheap publicity and looking for how to 
belittle the former governor.

Wike’s aides however reject the ac-
cusation, saying this was not the first time 
Wike had attempted to rebuild the school 
in Ubima, saying the school has become 
a den of kidnappers and other evil men. 
Ubima has grown to become a satellite 
town in Ikwerre land, having produced the 
first two governors of Ikwerre extraction, 

10 C002D5556SUNDAYBD  Sunday 11 February 2018

Politics

IGNATIUS CHUKWU

One of the structures at the Community Secondary School, Ubima, allegedly abandoned by former Rivers State Governor, Rotimi Amaechi 

Celestine Omehia and Amaechi.
Many other important dignitaries in 

the state lined up to not just witness the 
flag-off but to berate the former gover-
nor, trying hard to prove to the Ubima 
people that their son did not love them. It 
sounded fully like a political rally.

Later, a statement from the Rivers 
State Government House rather de-
scribed Wike’s action as a move to take 
education to rural communities of Rivers 
State which took the governor to Com-
munity Secondary School, Ubima, in Ik-
werre Local Government Area, saying the 
school had been abandoned for several 
years without any form of upgrade. 

 Wike said at the flag-off: “As the 
Minister of State for Education, I tried to 
intervene and rehabilitate this school, but 
the former Rivers State governor drove 
away the contractors on the ground 
that the Federal Government would not 
intervene in a school in the state. But 
God’s time has come. As governor, I now 
have the opportunity to turn around the 
fortunes of this school. I also call on the 
Federal Government to also intervene in 
projects in this state, even though I know 
they will never do so”.

Governor Wike said that the recon-
struction of the Community Secondary 
School, Ubima would be completed in five 

dered why President Muhammadu Buhari was 
harbouring Amaechi who he said had no political 
relevance, aside the sponsorship of violence in 
the area. 

Senator George Thompson Sekibo praised 
Governor Wike for taking development to 
Ubima, even when their own son neglected 
them. Rivers State Education Commissioner, 
Taminosisi Gogo-Jaja, said that new facilities 
such as administrative block, modern class-
rooms, laboratories, hostels and staff quarters 
would be installed in the school. 

In an interview later to explain the importance 
of Wike’s mission to Ubima, the commissioner 
of information and communications, Emma 
Okah, who hails from nearby Elele town, said 
the people or communities closest to a gover-
nor or president in any Africa country usually 
rejoice most because they expect their living 
conditions to improve tremendously for being 
the governor’s kinsmen. After all, he argued, 
they also suffer more in the event of any disaster 
affecting their son or daughter. After the term 
in office of their son, they usually boast of good 
road network, good water system, electricity, 
schools, hospitals, etc. They may be regarded as 
the biblical ‘first partakers’.

In another sense, he went on, those who 
produced any national product expect to be the 
first to enjoy it. He said the Ubima people had 
suffered a twist of fate even as the first Ikwerre 
community of Rivers State to produce governor 

months as the funds have been deposited 
in the account of the State Ministry of Edu-
cation. The governor charged the people 
of Ubima to work with the contractors 
for the scheduled delivery of the project. 

He hinted that the state government 
was tackling the security challenges in 
Ubima by checking the excesses of kid-
nappers and cultists in the community. He 
also announced the process for the revival 
of electricity in Ubima with the donation 
of a transformer. He directed the Commis-
sioner of Health to commence the process 
for the rehabilitation of General Hospital, 
Ubima, while he stated that the road lead-
ing to the Community Secondary School, 
Ubima, would be constructed. 

Former Rivers State Governor, Celes-
tine Omehia, thanked Governor Wike 
for remembering Ubima, which he said 
was forgotten by Amaechi, an indigene 
of the area.

He said that Governor Wike has made 
history by his decision to reconstruct the 
Community Secondary School, which 
was built through communal efforts in 
1980.

Former Chairman of the Governing 
Council of Kaduna Polytechnic, Chief 
Sergeant Awuse regretted that the former 
Rivers State governor would exhibit so 
much hatred for his people. Awuse won-
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Nyesom Ezenwo Wike, Rivers State governor (2nd l); Ipalibo Harry Banigo, deputy governor (2nd R); Celestine Omehia, former Rivers State governor (r), 
and Tamunosisi Gogo-Jaja, commissioner for Education, during the flag-off of the reconstruction of Community Secondary School, Ubima.

of the state. In fact, they are on record for pro-
ducing two. One was commissioner of educa-
tion and later governor for about five months. 
The other was speaker for eight years and later 
governor for almost eight years.

The most painful aspect, he said, is that their 
son, Amaechi, not only served as speaker for 
eight years and governor for another eight years, 
but also anchored his agenda on education, but 
Ubima, the home town, remained without a 
college under a son who budgeted an average of 
N30billion every year on education. He recalled 
that Amaechi had boasted of building what he 
called world-class secondary schools at the 
cost of N4.5billion each but the only secondary 
school his people laboured to build was left to 
ruination.

Okah said: “This is Gov Wike mission to 
Ubima. This twist of fate could easily be seen 
boldly written on the faces of the people of 
Ubima when the convoy of Gov Wike stormed 
the sleep community as they got wind that 
their plight may be over at least in the area of 
education.

“The Community Secondary School, Ubima, 
in Ikwerre local council area was built in the 
1980s through community effort, not by the 
government at that time. It was the era of self-
help for communities that had no strong link to 
the government of the day which was far from 
them. Faced with lack of nearby secondary 
schools to enable more of their sons and daugh-
ter embrace the spreading academic access, the 
community raised funds to build a community 
secondary school.

“They had acquired large expanse of land 
to accommodate many facilities but could no 
longer raise more funds to keep up with the 
pace as expected. So, over the years, the villag-
ers began to encroach on the land. So, when the 
former governor of Rivers State, Sir Celestine 
Omehia, was commissioner of education, some 
oil companies were invited to support some 
secondary schools in the state. The school at 
Ubima received support and that was how it 
was fenced.

“It looks like where Omehia stopped was 
where the secondary school stopped getting at-
tention. Thus, nothing happened anymore until 
about 2014 when the present governor, Chief 
Barr Nyesom Wike, was minister of state for 
education. The Federal Government was reno-
vating some secondary schools. That was how 
he now nominated Ubima Secondary School 
along with St Aquina Secondary School, Elele 
and some others. If you go there today, you will 
see the impact Wike made as minister. Unfor-
tunately, when it came to that of Ubima Com-
munity Secondary school, the case changed as 
if it was a curse to produce a governor or two.”

Okah said Ubima’s case could not materi-
alise because the then governor, (who is now 
minister of transport) vehemently objected to 
the Federal Government’s good plan in Ubima, 
his community. “He chased the contractors 
away on ground that it was a state government 
property. One would expect that a man who 
took such a drastic action would move in next 
and show that he had bigger plan for the school. 
Alas, this government that chased the FG con-
tractors away did not even rebuild the school. 
Ubima Community Secondary School remained 
that way to this day. Instead, the surroundings 
grew so wild that it became the hideout of most 
of the abductions we read about in the news-
papers. The boys would abduct passengers on 
the highway and run through the farms into the 
disused buildings under wild grasses of Ubima 
Community Secondary school. When the gov-
ernor’s entourage got there last weekend, the 
place is now like a forest.”

So, on Saturday, February 3, 2018, the gov-
ernor and his team were there for flag-off of 
the project, the project to turn the school to a 
modern centre of learning, to wipe off the tears 
of a hapless people. “As at this day, there is no 
external examination centre (GCE) there. The 

remained un-repaired despite it leading 
to the Government House through the 
‘Ceremonial Gate’.  

 “Now, because Omehia brought an oil 
company to fence the school, Amaechi 
now saw it as Omehia’s school. As a re-
sult of this deep animosity, he refused to 
recognize Omehia, his cousin, as a former 
governor. It is important to know these 
facts and use them to interpret the events 
of today. The situation of the Ubima Com-
munity Secondary School was touchy to 
the present governor, Governor Wike. 
This is not a school built by any govern-
ment but by the sweat of the farmers, 
traders, civil servants, anybody that cared. 
You can imagine how they feel when they 
see that school go down the drain.

It was therefore memorable to the 
community when the saw Gov Wike 
come to rescue the school.”

APC reacts:
Rivers All Progressives Congress 

(APC) said she has watched with amuse-
ment what the party described as the re-
cent “macabre dance” by Governor Wike 
with his crop of jesters, political jobbers 
and jokers when they assembled during 
the weekend at Ubima, the home town 
of Chibuike Amaechi to an event they 
termed as foundation laying ceremony 
to reconstruct a primary school in Ubima.

The APC in a a press statement circu-
lated on Tuesday in Port Harcourt by Eze 
Chukwuemeka Eze, the Media Consul-
tant to Davies Ibiamu Ikanya, State Chair-
man of Rivers APC to media organisations 
said, “For Wike to have supervised the 
looting and destruction of the model 
Secondary School and Primary School in 
Ubima described in some quarters as bet-
ter than most higher institutions in Nigeria 
built and equipped by the administration 
of Amaechi and for the same Wike to turn 
round to embark upon the frivolity of 
last Saturday in Ubima where he claims 
of reconstructing a dilapidated Primary 
School demonstrates and position Wike 
as someone lacking understanding of 

what governance is all about. The party 
wonders the rationale behind leaving a 
model primary school well equipped in 
Ubima to embark upon the reconstruc-
tion of a dilapidated primary school that 
gave way to the construction of the model 
school in Ubima if not to score cheap po-
litical publicity.

“We truly sympathise with Wike as 
all his efforts to disparage and malign 
the person and personality of Amaechi 
always backfires thereby exposing him 
not only as a vindictive person but a fel-
low pursuing the impossibility of equal-
ling the feats of Amaechi in the politics 
of Rivers State and the country at large.”

The party pointed at various wrongs 
they said were committed by Wike in-
cluding alleged sacking of 13,000 teach-
ers employed by Amaechi and alleged 
pocketing of the funds said to be meant 
for the construction of some of the model 
secondary/ primary schools in Rivers 
State without executing the projects.

The APC said the Ubima people 
had to assemble to perform traditional 
cleansing of the Ubima town by sweep-
ing off the feet of Wike and his team im-
mediately after the unholy event of last 
Saturday. The party quoted several elders 
who allegedly performed the cleansing 
exercise such as John Didia, the Ubima tra-
ditional Ohwor title holder, Ohna Ubima in 
Council (Traditional Custodians of Laws), 
and others.

The party said both the Ohna Ubima 
in Council and the Owhor holders spoke 
and presented the position of the APC and 
that of any other right thinking person in 
Rivers State on the embarrassment that 
Wike has allegedly constituted himself to 
in the governance of Rivers State.

“As we commend the Ubima Com-
munity for this decisive step in support 
of their son, we must ask Wike to desist 
and allow Amaechi to rest as none of his 
efforts will ever make him to equal the 
records and feats of Amaechi who is his 
superior in all ramifications,” the state-
ment finally declared.

team only managed to see a few students 
who managed to clear a spot so they could 
receive lessons. So, they are living in the 
forest, so to speak.”

 Okah volunteered the reason for the 
neglect of Ubima school. “One of the rea-
sons why Amaechi the former governor 
did not touch the Ubima Community Sec-
ondary School is because of his leadership 
style. He does not believe in completing 
projects started by others. That is why 
he never touched the likes of the Port 
Harcourt Mall which has been vandalized. 
There is also the Forces Avenue awarded 
by Omehia. Chippings were poured on 
that road, near Port Harcourt Club. Those 
chippings remained there years after un-
til some good Samaritans cleared it out 
of the road. That is how Forces Avenue 

Now, because 
Omehia brought 

an oil company to 
fence the school, 

Amaechi now 
saw it as Ome-

hia’s school. As a 
result of this deep 

animosity, he 
refused to recog-
nize Omehia, his 
cousin, as a for-

mer governor



Hard options before Tinubu in 2019

The appointment 
last Tuesday of 
Bola Ahmed Tinu-
bu, national leader 
of the All Progres-

sives Party (APC) by Presi-
dent Muhammadu Buhari as 
a peace driver to resolve the 
party’s squabbles, analysts 
say, may have constituted a 
crown of thorns for the for-
mer governor of Lagos State.

The pundits say that Tinu-
bu, who leads some factions 
of the APC members that are 
disgruntled, needs someone 
to reconcile him to the party.

Watchers of political 
developments since 2015 
noted that Tinubu had on 
many occasions verbalised 
his frustration against the 
workings of the government 
he midwifed.

Some cronies of the APC 
national leader have also 
clearly stated in print how 
badly Asiwaju has been al-
legedly treated and side-lined 
by the Buhari administration.

Observers say that the 
acrimony between Tinubu 
and Aso Rock had gone very 
bad until few months ago 
when the talks about Buhari’s 
second term ambition began 
to filter into the society.

In what some analysts de-
scribed as first step of the rap-
prochement between Buhari 
and Tinubu, the President 
had in November last year 
invited the national leader to 
accompany him to the Euro-
pean Union-African Union 
(EU-AU) Summit in Cote 
D’Ivoire. It was believed that 
both men may have had a 
long talk on issues bordering 
on 2019 in relation to the 
APC in general and the presi-
dent’s touted re-election 
ambition, in particular.

Last two weeks when 
a former president, Oluse-
gun Obasanjo, issued a pub-
lic statement advising the 
president on the need for 
him to vacate office after 
his first term, Tinubu made 
a surprised visit to the Villa. 
Observers had interpreted 
the appearance to mean a 
further consultation by the 
powers that be to find out 
what his thought lines were.

In what appears a usur-
pation of party leadership’s 
power and role, the President 
urged Tinubu to do every-
thing possible to resolve in-
ternal squabbles in the party.

Among the terms of refer-
ence are resolving disagree-
ments among the party’s 
members, leadership and po-
litical office holders in some 
states of the federation.

Some pundits have also 
questioned the appropriate-
ness of the appointment 
of Tinubu as a peacemaker 
which is purely a party affair.

“I am at a loss how par-
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ties work nowadays. Parties 
are supposed to be supreme 
and the President should be 
taking orders from the party 
and not the other way round. 
For me, appointing Tinubu in 
that capacity is a let-down. 
That is the job Tinubu should 
ask some party leaders to 
handle and not for him to 
be doing. I think somebody 
wants to make a statement,” 
an analyst who craved ano-
nymity said.

Speaking on the appoint-
ment of Tinubu, Maxwell 
Kadiri, a member of Civil 
Rights Organisation (CRO) 
and public affairs analyst, 
said Buhari had no powers to 
determine who handles what 
in the party, insisting that 
such powers resides with 
the party’s National Working 
Committee (NWC).

“What I can read from that 
appointment is that Presi-
dent Muhammadu Buhari is 
trying every means possible 
to get the support of Tinubu. 
The president has the power 
to appoint people into his 
cabinet, agencies and para-
statals. He also has the power 
to make people heads and 
members of committees but 
when it comes to the party, 

there is a structure and the 
party is supreme”, Kadiri said.

According to him, “It is the 
party that controls the office, 
because he was voted into 
power through the party’s 
machinery. John Odigie-
Oyegun is the chairman of 
the party and has the right 
to make such appointment. 
The President is the presi-
dent of every Nigerian. He 
must allow the party to run 
its own affairs.” “The way our 
political parties are being run 
is very wrong. If Tinubu is the 
national leader of the party 
as he is being addressed, why 
dramatising his appointment 
to resolve the internal prob-
lem of his party? I don’t get 
it”, he said.

“You know what? It is 
just sheer politics. It is a way 
of finding job for Tinubu or 
rather creating an impres-
sion that he (Tinubu) is being 
given a powerful position. By 
the way, the party belongs 
to Tinubu; appointing him to 
such a position is too simplis-
tic,” Kadiri further said.

Tinubu in dilemma?
Observers say that Ti-

nubu may be currently in 
dilemma over the right op-
tion to take in the re-election 

ambition of the President. 
Tinubu who has severally 
expressed shock at the turn 
of events in the government 
he helped put in place, and 
had, as a result of the frustra-
tion decided to make peace 
with the Afenifere, the pan-
Yoruba cultural organisation 
he ditched many years ago, 
may find it difficult to throw 
his whole weight behind the 
“re-elect Buhari” project.

Analysts say that the sec-
ond term of the President 
may prove brutal even for the 
likes of Tinubu.

“President Buhari knows 
how powerful Tinubu is polit-
ically and may move against 
him if he secures a second 
term. Don’t forget that no 
leader would want someone 
around him to be as powerful 
as himself. He may begin to 
look into the secret boxes of 
Tinubu just to create an im-
pression to the world that he 
is a man of integrity and com-
mitted to fighting corruption. 
I sincerely expect Tinubu to 
weigh the options critically,” 
Thomas Oni, a public affairs 
analyst, told BDSUNDAY.

For Titilayo Ajadi, a Lagos-
based system analyst, Ti-
nubu may be in jeopardy at 

the moment. Ajadi believes 
that it would pay Tinubu to 
align forces with the likes of 
Obasanjo and Babangida to 
vote out the President. 

Ajadi said that she was 
not sure if President Buhari 
would not go after Tinubu if 
re-elected.

“If you look at what is hap-
pening in Benue, an APC state, 
you would know that this 
government does not respect 
party loyalty. Governor Sam-
uel Ortom has on many occa-
sions cried to the President at 
the Villa over the killings in the 
state by the Fulani herdsmen 
and he has been left in the 
cold,” Ajadi said.

“If election were today, I 
tell you Ortom may not even 
vote for the President. So, Ti-
nubu must be very sure what 
his fate would be in the event 
that Buhari returns. He may 
end up confronting with the 
Frankenstein’s monster. But 
why must Tinubu support 
the re-election of a president 
that has brought bad name 
to the APC and those who 
brought him to power? Well, 
I won’t be surprised because 
in Nigeria people suffer from 
partial amnesia,” she said.

The trouble with APC

Less than three years 
on power stool, the All Pro-
gressives Congress (APC) 
is seriously being assailed 
by internal wrangling that is 
threatening its very existence. 
The APC, an amalgam of po-
litical parties formed in 2014, 
seized power two years ago 
from the People’s Democratic 
Party (PDP) that presided 
over the reins of power for 16 
straight years.

Observers say that the 
factors that led to the “death” 
of the PDP are now threat-
ening the ruling APC. Such 
factors include the alleged 
leaders’ high-handedness, 
dictatorial tendencies, impo-
sition of candidates and the 
President’s penchant for tak-
ing critical decisions all alone 
without involving certain 
power brokers in the party.

The crisis in the APC start-
ed as a rumour. For instance, 
there were insinuations that 
Bola Ahmed Tinubu may 
have been dumped by Presi-
dent Buhari, while surround-
ing himself with some cronies 
that did not labour for the 
victory of the party in 2015.  
Then the rumour was con-
firmed by Aisha, the First 
Lady, who came out during 
an interview session with the 
BBC Hausa Service to pour 
her frustration with her hus-
band’s administration. Aisha 
had noted that those who 
brought the party to power 
were not reaping the fruit of 
their labour.

Rochas Okorocha, gov-
ernor of Imo State and chair-
man, APC Governors’ Fo-
rum, followed up by conven-
ing a meeting between the 
President and the governors.

At the meeting, the APC 
governors pointedly told 
the President that they were 
being side-lined when de-
cisions are being taken by 
Aso Rock in matters such as 
deciding who should benefit 
from Federal appointments 
in their individual states. 
While critics believe that 
lack of tact in handling the 
economy resulted in the re-
cession, APC government 
said it was squarely the 
fault of the out gone PDP 
administration. Analysts 
say the open fight between 
the President and the APC 
governors is a dangerous 
sign that portends grave 
danger for the broom party.

“Things are happening 
very fast. Within a space of 
one month, the president’s 
wife has spoken to him 
through public medium; the 
governors on the party’s plat-
form have spoken to him on 
the same subject matter and 
don’t forget that Tinubu is to-
tally frustrated, scandalised 
and embarrassed by what is 
going on in the party. When 
he told Odigie-Oyegun to 
resign over the crisis arising 
from the Ondo governorship 
election primaries, he must 
have spoken out as a result 
of some happenings in the 
party,” an analyst who craved 
anonymity said.

Bola Ahmed Tinubu
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A s  a  s t a k e h o l d e r  i n 
t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  a r m 
of Nigerian govern-
ment and a member 

o f  t h e  Fo u r t h  Es t a t e  o f  t h e 
Realm, I’ve tried over the past 
few weeks to draw the atten-
tion of the Speaker to certain 
i s s u e s  o f  c o n c e r n  w h i c h  I 
observed in the course of dis-
charging my activities. Though 
s o m e  m a y  m i s c o n s t r u e  t h e 
intent, yet I strongly believe 
that is the way to go, and will 
continue to do it again, as a 
‘pleasure’!

Perusing through the House 
o f  Re p r e s e n t a t i v e s ’  O r d e r 
Paper of Wednesday, 7th Feb-
r u a r y,  2 0 1 8 ,  I  c a n ! e  t o  t h e 
consciousness that a familiar 
bill titled “A Bill for an Act to 
Amend the Economic and Fi-
nancial Crimes Commission 
Act, Cap. E1, Laws of the Fed-
eration of Nigeria , 2004 to en-
sure that Forfeited Properties 
are returned to the Original 
Owners of the Proceeds of the 
Crimes or Original Owners of 

the Properties/Assets and to 
enable the Commission act 
within its Jurisdiction; and for 
Re l a t e d  Ma t t e r s  ( H Bs . 7 9 5 
a n d  1 0 7 1 )  ( H o n .  E d w a r d 
Gyang Pwajok and Hon. Has-
san Saleh).

W h i l e  g o i n g  t h r o u g h  m y 
archive, I also observed that 
similar bill was passed on the 
7th March, 2017 in favour of 
I n d e p e n d e n t  C o r r u p t  Pr a c -
t i c e s  a n d  o t h e r  r e l a t e d  o f -
fences Commission (ICPC). 
But looking beyond the title, it 
is imperative to note that the 
objective legislation on such 
s e n s i t i v e  i s s u e s  o n  c o r r u p -
tion should not make a mess 
of the cankerworm that has 
destroyed the fabrics of our 
So c i e t y  a n d  m a k e s  Ni g e r i a 
to remain among comity of 
u n d e r d e v e l o p e d  c o u n t r i e s , 
despite the huge human and 
natural resources.

C o r r u p t i o n  a s  i t  r e m a i n s 
permeates every segment of 
our Society and to get out of 
the doldrum, the legislature 
m u s t  h e l p  i n  p u t t i n g  s t i f f e r 
laws in place to ensure that 
t h e  l e v e l  o f  i m p u n i t y  b e i n g 
perpetuated is brought to the 
barest level if we are to make 
any meaningful progress as a 
people.

Law must not be made to 
favour the political elite who 
feed fat in the commonwealth 
of the people and continue to 
subject millions of Nigerians 
into perpetual poverty.

Fo r  i n s t a n c e ,  t h e  Ho u s e 
during the debate on the mo-
tion on the ‘Need to ensure 
sanity in the administration 
of justice system in the fight 
against corruption in Nigeria,’ 
took bold step to condemn in 
totality the level of observed 
i m p u n i t y  i n  t h e  j u s t i c e  a d -
m i n s t r a t i o n  i n  Ni g e r i a .  Bu t 
behind that, I was expecting 
that the House will initiate a 
bill which will compel anyone 
confronted with corruption 
cases to vacate the office be-
ing occupied pending the con-
clusion of such investigation. 
As you can see in the tussle 
in the case of some agencies. 
Such steps will no doubt give 
us the assurance that of win-
ning the battle against corrup-
tion. But treating corruption 
with hand-glove will further 

encourage perpetuators and 
promoters of corruption in 
the system.

Mr. Speaker while not try-
ing to question the powers 
of House as an Institution, it 
is imperative that the appro-
priate department in charge 
o f  ‘ Le g i s l a t i v e  Sc r u n i t y ’  b e 
s t r e n g t h e n e d  t o  s a v e  t h e 
House from wasting resourc-
e s  a n d  e n e r g y  o n  i s s u e s  o f 
national importance.

Onus on Reps to strengthen anti-graft legislation

AssemblyWatch
From the Red Chamber

With 

OWEDE AGBAJILEKE

From the Green House
With 

KEHINDE AKINTOLA

Th e  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  Be n u e 
S t a t e  G o v e r n o r  S a m u e l 
Ortom as a ‘drowning man’ 
on live television by Police 
Spokesperson, Jimoh Mos-
hood, bore the imprimatur 
of the Inspector General of 
Police (IGP) Ibrahim Idris.

A glace at the report of 
t h e  I G P  p r e s e n t e d  t o  t h e 
Joint Senate Committee on 
Police Affairs and National 
Se c u r i t y  a n d  I n t e l l i g e n c e 
presented revealed the dis-
dain the police chief has for 
the Benue Governor.

I n  h i s  p r e s e n t a t i o n  t o 
the joint committee, Idris 
attributed the killing of 73 
individuals in Benue State 
t o  t h e  ‘ u n f r i e n d l y ’  An t i -
Grazing law enacted by the 
state government.

The refusal of the Presi-
dency to attend the mass 
b u r i a l  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s 
a l s o  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  i t  w a s 
s c a r e d  o f  t h e  b a c k l a s h  o f 
s u c h  e v e n t  a n d  i t s  n e g a -
tive impact on its electoral 
fortunes at the next general 

e l e c t i o n s .  Th e  I G P  d r o v e 
h o m e  t h i s  p o i n t  w h e n  h e 
d e c l a r e d  i n  h i s  1 8 - p a g e 
r e p o r t  t h a t :  “ Th e  p u b l i c 
display of corpses, couple 
with unguarded and inciting 
speeches by the Benue State 
Governor before and during 
the mass burial of the vic-
tims of the crisis.... renewed 
tension leading to youth of 
Tiv ethnic group unleashing 
violent attacks on the resi-
dents of Wadata , Wurukum, 
N o r t h b a n k ,  a n d  An g w a n 
Jukun areas of Makurdi”.

T h e  I G ’ s  r e p o r t  w e n t 
further to call  for the ‘dis-
b a n d m e n t  a n d  d i s a r m i n g ’ 
o f  ‘ l i v e s t o c k  g u a r d s ’  a n d 
‘Tiv militias’ while excluding 
Fulani herdsmen.

C h a i r m a n  o f  t h e  j o i n t 
committee Abu Ibrahim, an 
A P C  m e m b e r  f r o m   Pr e s i -
dent Muhammadu Buhari’s 
h o m e  s t a t e  o f  K a t s i n a , 
seemed to have carried out 
a haphazard job, as the panel 
s h o c k i n g l y  a d o p t e d  s o m e 
of the recommendations of 
the IGP.

For instance, the IG called 
for “Adequate funding and 
i n c r e a s e  i n  m a n p o w e r  f o r 
the Nigeria Police Force in 
other to meet all the require-
ments for effective policing 
o f  t h e  n a t i o n ” ,  w h i l e  t h e 
committee recommended 
that a percentage of Excess 

Cr u d e  Ac c o u n t  ( E C A )  b e 
made available to fund the 
Force.

It is an open secret that 
the Katsina lawmaker has 
been tipped as a minister. 
He was also among the first 
l a w m a k e r s  t h a t  e n d o r s e d 
B u h a r i  f o r  s e c o n d  t e r m . 
All these factors may have 
clouded his sense of judge-
ment at presenting a skewed 
document which was reject-
ed by his colleagues.

To give a picture of how 
u n p o p u l a r  t h e  r e p o r t  w a s 
among senators, only nine 
o u t  o f  t h e  t w e n t y - t h r e e 
m e m b e r  c o m m i t t e e  e n -
dorsed the document, rep-
resenting 39 percent. They 
i n c l u d e  Ab u  Ib r a h i m ,  Mo -
hammed Lafiagi, Bayero Na-
fada , Abdullahi Gumel, Em-
manuel Bwacha , Abdul-Aziz 
Nyako, Emmanuel Paulker, 
Suleiman Adokwe and Ovie 
Omo-Agege.

On the other hand, four-
t e e n  m e m b e r s  r e f u s e d  t o 
sign the report, representing 
6 1  p e r c e n t .  Th e y  i n c l u d e : 
St e l l a  Od u a h ,  Jo n a h  Ja n g , 
Kabiru Gaya , Adamu Aliero, 
Th e o d o r e  O r j i ,  D a n j u m a 
La’ah, Nelson Efiong, David 
Mark, Sola Adeyeye, Obinna 
O g b a ,  M a g n u s  Ab e ,  I s a h 
Hamma Misau, Yele Omo-
gunwa and Gbenga Ashafa.

The last straw that broke 

the camel’s back was the in-
ability of the committee to 
speak with the Benue State 
Governor.

With the rejection of the 
report, the panel is expected 
to speak with the governor 
and present its findings this 
week.

Meanwhile, the National 
Security Summit comes to 
a n  e n d  o n  Mo n d a y  w i t h  a 
c o m m u n i q u e  e x p e c t e d  t o 
be issued.

Top on the table is the call 
for state police canvassed 
by Vice President Yemi Osin-
bajo.

As laudable and the idea 
may be, I  strongly believe 
the Number Two citizen is 
playing to the gallery.

Th e  c a l l  i s  n o t  o n l y  b e -
l a t e d  b u t  a  p l o y  t o  h o o d -
w i n k  N i g e r i a n s  a h e a d  o f 
the 2019 general elections. 
T h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  r a i s e s 
m o r e  q u e s t i o n s  t h a n  a n -
s w e r s .  Wa s  O s i n b a j o  e x -
pressing his personal views 
or that of President Buhari? 
W h y  h a s n ’ t  t h e  Ex e c u t i v e 
presented a bill  to the Na-
t i o n a l  As s e m b l y  f o r  s t a t e 
p o l i c e ?  W h a t  i s  t h e  i n p u t 
of the Executive in the on-
going constitution amend-
m e n t  e x e r c i s e ?  W h y  w a i t 
towards the twilight of the 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  t o  m a k e 
this position? Why wait till 

t h e  c u r r e n t  c o n s t i t u t i o n 
a m e n d m e n t  h a s  r e a c h e d 
advanced stage?

T h e  n e x t  f e w  w e e k s 
promises to be interesting 
as Senate President Bukola 
Saraki gave matching order 
to various ad-hoc panels to 
turn in their reports before 
the end February. They in-
clude: Ad-Hoc Committee 
on the NEITI 2013 Audit Re-
port; Ad-Hoc Committee to 
investigate the Alleged Mis-
use, Under-remittance and 
other Fraudulent Activities 
i n  Re v e n u e  C o l l e c t i o n  b y 
Revenue Collection Agen-
cies; Ad-Hoc Committee on 
Southern Kaduna Crisis and 
O t h e r  Pa r t s  o f  t h e  C o u n -
try; Ad-Hoc Committee on 
the State of Humanitarian 
Relief Efforts in the North 
Ea s t ;  Ad - Ho c  C o m m i t t e e 
on the National Health In-
s u r a n c e  S c h e m e  ( N H I S ) ; 
Ad-Hoc Committee on the 
At t e m p t e d  As s a s s i n a t i o n 
o f  D i n o  M e l a y e ;  Ad - H o c 
Committee on the issue of 
Accommodation, Logistics, 
Feeding, Onshore and Off-
shore; Ad-Hoc Committee 
t o  I n v e s t i g a t e  v a r i o u s  a l -
l e g a t i o n s  l e v e l e d  a g a i n s t 
the Nigerian Police; Ad-Hoc 
Committee to Investigate 
Various Allegations Leveled 
Against NNPC GMD, Mai-
kanti Baru. 

How not to present committee report

Law must not be 
made to favour 

the political elite 
who feed fat in the 

commonwealth 
of the people 

and continue to 
subject millions 

of Nigerians into 
perpetual poverty
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If the above question should be an-
swered by the people of Cross River 
State, South-South geopolitical zone 
of Nigeria, the response would be a 
resounding ‘No’. The reason is not 

far-fetched. Part of the state was ceded to 
that country on Aug. 14, 2008 based on a 
judgment of International Court of Justice 
in The Hague in October 2002. That was 
during the administration of President 
Olusegun Obasanjo. Up till tomorrow, 

For Nigerians, the fear of Sambisa 
forest is the beginning of wisdom. 
For many years since the begin-
ning of the insurgency by the 

Islamist sect, Boko Haram, a geographical 
area in Borno State known as Sambisa 
forest has continued to make headline 
news. The Sambisa Forest is a forest in 
Borno State, northeast Nigeria. It is in the 
southwestern part of Chad Basin National 
Park, about 60 kilometres southeast of 
Maiduguri, the capital of Borno State. In 
2014, over two hundred school girls were 
kidnapped by the insurgents and ferried 
into the forest. All efforts to rescue the 
girls have not been totally rewarding. 
While some of the girls are still being held 
hostage in the forest, some returned on 
their own while a few others were re-
leased through a swapping transaction 

The upper legislative chamber of 
the National Assembly last week 
engaged itself in what could best 
be described as a joke taken too 

far. It decided to amend a section of the 
2010 Electoral Act and came out with a 
changed election timetable for the 2019 
general election. The Independent Nation-
al Electoral Commission (INEC) had fixed 
the timetable which put the presidential 
election before the Assembly poll. This 
had riled the federal lawmakers who saw 
the hand of a monkey in the entire thing. 
The leadership of the National Assembly 
has not enjoyed a robust relationship 
with the Executive arm of government. 
So when INEC came out with a timetable 
that put the presidential election first, the 
lawmakers became paranoid. They read 
some mischief in the whole plan. The 
thinking is that if the presidential elec-

Is Cameroon our friend?

How big is Sambisa forest? Senate in dance of shame?

The three musketeers and explosive letters

between the Federal Government and the 
leadership of the sect. What has baffled 
many Nigerians to no end is the inability 
of the combined military in Nigeria to sack 
the insurgents from the forest. At a time 
when herdsmen are roaming the entire 
country seeking where to get pasture 
for their cattle, why is it that the military 
has not been able to free the Sambisa 
Forest for the herdsmen? It is also very 
disheartening that Abubakar Shekau has 
hidden under the protection of the forest 
to dish out insults on the Nigerian state. 
Sometime ago, the military claimed that it 
had sacked the insurgents from Sambisa 
Forest. At that time, some videos were 
released where bonfires were made and 
claims were also made that the forest was 
then free for farming activities. Despite 
such claims, we are still hearing that Boko 
Haram is occupying the geographical area, 
which has elicited the question as to the 
population those tagged Boko Haram. If 
every young man in Borno were a mem-
ber, they ought to have been finished by 
now going by the claims of bombardment 
by the Nigerian combined forces. Some-
thing appears not to be adding up in this 
Sambisa forest thing and the fight against 
the insurgents. It is high time Nigerians 
were told the whole truth and nothing 
but the truth about the war with Boko 
Haram and the role of the Sambisa forest 
in the fight.

tion should come first and the president 
secures a victory, he is likely to block or 
work against their plan to return to the 
National Assembly, even after they may 
have worked for his victory. The tinker-
ing with the timetable is just to place the 
lawmakers in control of affairs and to hold 
the Presidency on the jugular. But woe 
betides a country with leaders that work 
at cross-purposes, who sacrifice the good 
of the country on the altar of personal and 
selfish ambitions. The Nigerian leaders 
have been selfish and this has seriously 
affected the development of the country. 
Since 2015, the bickering between the 
Muhammadu Buhari-led Executive has 
been on warpath with the leadership of 
the country’s bi-cameral legislature. The 
latest fight is sure to worsen the impasse. 
It is the poor and traumatised masses that 
will bear the brunt of this ‘roforofo’ game. 

Since the last three weeks, the 
stewardship of the Federal 
Government under the con-
trol of the All  Progressives 

Congress (APC) has been called into 
question. Before then, many Nigeri-
ans had verbalised their frustration 
over the state of affairs in the coun-
try. Some had even made videos of 
what they thought was the trouble 
w i t h  Ni g e r i a .  Th e  s o c i a l  m e d i a  i s 
awash with views of Nigerians on the 
Muhammadu Buhari administration. 
Government appeared unperturbed 
until the bombshell from a former 
president Olusegun Obasanjo. In a 
well-publicised statement, Obasanjo 
did not only express worries at the 
seemingly maladministration of the 
present government, but also gave 

Governor Ben Ayade has continued to 
refer to that exercise and the entire people 
of the state do not find it funny. Apart from 
taking their land, Cameroonian soldiers 
have made it a habit to terrorise Nigerians 
living at the border. Two opposite events 
took place last week. While Cameroonian 
soldiers reportedly invaded Cross River 
community, the Nigerian government 
also welcomed a collaboration between 
Cameroonian solders with Nigerian sol-

diers on what is called ‘Operation Lafiya 
Dole’ counter insurgency force. What 
a contradiction! The Senate viewed the 
invasion as an affront and summoned 
the defence minister to explain. So, to 
what extent can we say the Cameroonian 
soldiers mingling with Nigerian soldiers 
are friends to Nigeria? We must look well 
before we leap lest we find ourselves in a 
complicated situation- fighting two arch 
enemies.

the President a red card,  warning 
him to perish his re-election ambi-
tion, which he observed was even 
occupying the President more than 
the business of governance. A similar 
lengthy statement was also released 
last Sunday by a former military presi-
dent, Ibrahim Badamasi Babangida. 
The ‘Prince of the Niger’ profusely 
warned Buhari against any plan to 
return as he noted that the country 
was faring so badly under his watch. It 
is expected that anytime soon, Abdul-
salami Abubakar will speak in that di-
rection. The much-expected General 
Abubaker’s letter or statement or an 
interview on the state of the nation 
may nail the touted Buhari’s crave to 
return to the Villa in 2019. 

It is believed that Buhari would 

have since suffered another over-
throw if he were operating as a mili-
tary leader. The level of discontent 
has run deep and wide. Obasanjo and 
Babangida may have been alarmed 
that a man who sought for an op-
portunity for four good times never 
p r e p a r e d  f o r  l e a d e r s h i p  b u t  w a s 
moved by the love of power to dis-
pense vengeance. Since the two let-
ters became public, Buhari appears 
sobered and is seemingly taking some 
steps to win the hearts of Nigerians. 
Whether he is merely acting or genu-
inely committed to doing good would 
be proven not long from now. And it is 
hoped that the expected letter from 
the bearded one- General Abubakar- 
would add to the heat already being 
emitted.



 By Our Reporter

‘I neither need empathy nor alms, 
but opportunity to work for a living’
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Focus

He  c o u l d  o r -
dinarily have 
taken a ‘sidon 
look’ attitude 
to life based 

on self-pity. He could have 
decided to blame every-
thing and everybody for 
his condition, and could 
have decided as well, out 
of rebellion, not to submit 
to God, the Creator, that 
He allowed him to have a 
defect at birth, a condition 
he has been living with for 
twenty-five years. But he 
decided to hold on to the 
positive end of life.

This is the story of Josh-
ua Sopeju; the fourth child 
in his family, a young man 
who was born with a con-
genital disorder of Cerebral 
Palsy (defined by Wikipe-
dia as a group of permanent 
movement disorders that 
appear in early childhood. 
Signs and symptoms vary 
among people).

Despite the debilitating 
challenge, young Sope-
ju is among the few with 
such a challenge that have, 
through sheer determi-
nation and doggedness, 
shamed a negative destiny 
so to speak.  

In his interview with 
BDSUNDAY, he said he 
was not comfortable be-
ing a liability to anybody, 
including his parents. He 
pointedly said that having 
obtained a university edu-
cation and can rightly apply 
what he learnt at school, 
he did not need anybody 
to empathise with him or 
give him alms, but that all 
he wanted was to work 
with his hands to meet his 
own needs.

Undaunted by his con-
dition, Joshua did not only 
go to school, he studied 
Computer Science at the 
National Open University 
of Nigeria (NOUN). 

Joshua , who was full 
of gratitude for his par-
ents and siblings, who had 
stood with him through 
thick and thin, said a point 
came in his life when he 
took a decision to do the 
things many people con-
s i d e r e d  i m p o s s i b l e  f o r 
those with his condition.

Joshua’s story calls to 
mind that of Peter Lumati, 
a physically-challenged 
graduate of Economics of 
Abia State University, who 
is currently working with 
INTELS as the Principal 
Learning and Development 
Supervisor in the Human 
Resources Department of 

the company and happily 
married with a son.

Intels and some other or-
ganisations have a policy of 
giving certain percentage 
of employments to people 
with physical disabilities. 
This is therefore, calling the 
attention of government 
and such corporate entities 
to come to the rescue of 
the physically-challenged 
graduates, like Joshua.

Below are excerpts from 
his interview:

By way of introduction, 
may we know you better?

My name is Sopeju Josh-
ua G.; the son of Pastor 
and Mrs. Sopeju and the 
fourth in a family of five 
children. I was born with 
cerebral palsy which af-
fected my psychomotor 
faculty but did not affect 
my intellectual faculty. I 
just graduated from the 
National Open University 
of Nigeria (NOUN).

What did you study?
Computer Science
Why did you choose 

this course?
I chose the course be-

cause I have a passion for op-
erating computer and even 
as a young boy, I love playing 
computer games. Also, be-
cause of my challenge, my 
parents advised me to study 
what I can easily handle.

What challenges did 
you face in school?

The challenges were 
numerous but the great-
est was the challenge of 

movement which prevent-
ed me from having access 
to my facilitators. I was not 
able to ask them questions 
about things I didn’t under-
stand. I solely depended on 
my course outlines and my 
personal research.

Did you face any dis-

crimination and how sup-
portive were your col-
leagues?

I didn’t face discrimina-
tion of any kind. My col-
leagues were very sup-
portive.

Were there times you 
felt like giving up in your 

studies?
No because I was de-

termined to complete my 
studies at any cost.

How supportive were 
your parents?

They were very support-
ive because despite my 
challenge, they encouraged 
me and supported me fi-
nancially and with prayers. 
I thank them greatly.

What do you intend do-
ing with this course?

With this course, I can 
write applications as a pro-
grammer. I also intend to 
own a firm where people 
who want to study com-
puter science can receive 
practical training on writ-
ing programmes as well as 
other ICT skills acquisition.

Do you have a career 
plan and what is it?

Yes, I have because I 
want to be a motivational 
speaker whereby I can 
motivate physically-chal-
lenged children not to be 
discouraged despite their 
condition. Thank God my 
mum has created a founda-
tion to achieve that.

In which area do you 
think government can as-
sist those with your kind 
of challenge in a country 
with high unemployment 
level as ours?

First and foremost, the 
government should not 
neglect the physically-
challenged ones because 
they are also part of the 
society. Although the level 

of unemployment is high in 
the country, government 
should find an avenue for 
creating suitable jobs for 
them, despite their chal-
lenge so that they will not 
be discouraged and feel 
disappointed in life, espe-
cially the graduates and 
other vocationally skilled 
ones among them.

What do you think cor-
porate bodies can do to 
assist those who have such 
challenge?

C o r p o r a t e  b o d i e s 
should not abandon the 
care for the physically-
challenged to the govern-
ment or their parents alone 
but they should support 
by providing facilities and 
amenities for the special 
needs people especially 
those studying.

In the area of employ-
ment, they should also con-
sider the physically chal-
lenged especially if they are 
graduates or skilled.

Do you have any spe-
cific request from gov-
ernment or organisation 
you think can be of help in 
terms of job placement?

I request that the gov-
ernment or organisations 
should offer us jobs imme-
diately after school and pro-
vide disability-friendly aids 
that will assist the physically-
challenged ones effectively 
and efficiently in the job with 
little or no stress.

His mother speaks
Joshua’s mother also 

volunteered some words, 
urging employers of labour 
to assist the likes of her son, 
who despite their obvious 
challenges, are determined 
to fend for themselves by 
applying their intellect in 
profitable ventures. Mrs. 
Sopeju was present, along-
side her husband, on the 
day of her son’s graduation 
from NOUN.

How do you feel about 
Joshua’s graduation?

I feel so elated and sin-
cerely grateful to God who 
alone helped me to endure 
with him till the completion 
of this onerous task. I feel 
happy.

What gave you the 
courage to allow him go 
to school despite his pe-
culiarity?

Firstly, Joshua’s strong 
desire to go to school when 
he was a child would not 
let me be, and besides, the 
high intelligence he is en-
dowed with is worth giving 
a chance.

Finally, my trust in God’s 
promises and power to 
make something great out 
of man’s disability was my 
staying power. And I thank 
God He never disappointed 
us. Praise His Holy name.

I must here acknowl-
edge great men and wom-
en of God who supported 
with their prayers, rela-
tions and all friends who 
showered him with love 
and empathy. God bless 
them all.

Joshua, flanked by his parents during his graduation ceremony at the NOUN campus Abuja, recently

Joshua



We did not chase NDDC contractors away - Commissioner for Works
Ephraim Inyang  is Akwa Ibom State commissioner for works. In this interview monitored in Uyo, the 
state capital by ANIEFIOK UDONQUAK, he threw more light on the controversy surrounding the delay in the 
completion of Uyo-Ikot Ekpene highway  and the relationship between the state government and the 
Niger Delta Development  (NDDC) among other issues. Excerpts:

What is your 
reaction to 
the insinu-
ations that 
there is a 

grouse between Akwa Ibom 
state government and the 
management of Niger Delta 
Development Commission 
(NDDC)?
Yes, there is a particular road 
I like mentioning all the time 
and that is the Youth Avenue, 
just a 400-meter road. The 
road starts from Oron road 
and linked up Shelter Afrique 
Estate.  On 17th of Octo-
ber 2017, the Governor, Mr 
Udom Emmanuel attended 
the thanksgiving service of 
the Accountant General of 
the state and by the end of 
the service, the church elders 
pleaded with the Governor to 
do the road for them and the 
Governor directed the my 
ministry, Ministry of Works 
to move in immediately. How-
ever, few days later while we 
were drawing up plans for the 
road, I was alerted that there 
were some vehicles on the 
road trying to start construc-
tion and when I arrived there, 
they told me they were sent 
from NDDC to do the road 
but I asked for the drawing, 
design and award letter for 
the road and they said they 
have none. I called the As-
sistant Director Operations 
representing NDDC in Akwa 
Ibom and he told me they have 
no knowledge of the award 
and I asked them to bring the 
design and do the job but they 
never returned. If you go to the 
Youth Avenue today it is such 
a beautiful road.

But it was alleged your 
security men chased  away 
the contractor you met on 
while clearing the site?
That was the road I was ac-
cused of using my security 
details to chase the NDDC 
contractors away but that 
was not true because I came 
down alone from my vehicle 
and interacted with them. I 
only asked them to go and get 
their design for the road and 
they left and never returned 
to the site. However with 
our design ready and funds 

released by the governor, 
the road is 100% completed 
today.

 Few weeks ago, there was 
so much tension in the state 
over alleged abandonment 
of Uyo-Ikot Ekpene Highway 
which was started by the Ak-
pabio’s administration, what 
is the position now?
There was no time Governor 
Emmanuel abandoned the 
Uyo - Ikot Ekpene highway. 
The contracting firm handling  
the project, Julius Berger has 
always been paid. The snag 
there is that the money allot-
ted for compensation on that 
road has long been exhausted 
and many of the buildings are 
still standing on the way await-
ing compensation. The money 
was exhausted before the 
coming of this administration.

Was the money stolen?
No, I didn’t say stolen, if there 
was a provision which I con-
sidered the compensation 
was fully paid out while the 
houses that were supposed 
to be paid for, so many are still 
left standing yet to be paid for. 
So this administration has the 
responsibility to now create 
means of raising more funds 
to pay compensation to the 
remaining of property own-
ers. It took a while because 
you cannot review a proj-
ect based on compensation. 
Compensation is a delicate 
thing that when you effect 
a payment and pull down a 
structure nobody remembers 
what was standing there. If 
you go to Ikpe Annang round-
about, there was a big two 
story building standing there 
before which about 141 mil-
lion Naira was paid, we took it 
down but when I passed that 
road few days ago, I could not 
spot where the building was 
standing.This administration 
is not willing to review a proj-
ect based on compensation. 
In Uyo - Ikot Ekpene highway, 
we have a lot to do not on is-
sues of construction but  on 
compensation. If you look 
at the contract, bill one is on 
issue of compensation, Bill 
two road clearing Bill three 
is road construction Bill 4 is 
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for the Bridges. Now we still 
have money for bill two to 
five, but there is no money for 
Bill one to pay for compensa-
tion. Go from kilometre 22 
to 25 where you have Four 
Point by Sheraton Hotel, it is 
congested with houses and 
we will still need about N4bil-
lion to N5 billion to pay out 
for compensation. In the Bill 
made available to us, there 
was no such money in the 
Bill and if you pay money to 
the contractor, you cannot 
make request for any money 

for compensation. That was 
what was causing the delay 
in the completion of the road 
and not that Governor Em-
manuel will want to abandon 
a road project which so much 
of money has been spent 
on and which will open up 
the state to neighbouring 
states. If the Federal Govern-
ment had released monies 
Akwa Ibom Government 
had spent on Federal roads 
in the state, that road will not 
have stopped at Four Point 
by Sheraton but will be ex-

tended to Aba in Abia State to ease 
movement of people and goods. 
Anyone going with the story that 
the road has been abandoned by 
the Governor is never fair to him. 
He has never contemplated it. Our 
utmost concern is how to raise 
money for compensation without 
adjusting the cost of the work up-
ward. That is the only problem on 
Uyo – Ikot Ekpene road.

Are you considering probe of 
what transpired before now on 
the issues of compensation along 
that road?
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Probing what? Compensations 
had been paid and buildings pulled 
down, are you going to raise back 
the buildings to see the ones that 
are undervalued or overvalued? 
It will be an effort in futility. This 
government is a continuation of 
the last government and probing 
it is probing us. So we are not go-
ing there. We are thinking deeply 
if we can adjust something in Bill 
two or three and take out some 
money from the same contract 
and return and pay compensation 
on those properties. Let me tell 
you probe of the past administra-
tion will be a big distraction and 
that is never been contemplated 
by this government.The Governor 
is determined to remain focused 
and get the job done within the 
limits of the available resources. 
That road remains a top priority 
of the Governor. The Uyo – Ikot 
Ekpene highway is not any sub-
ject of controversy, the allotment 
of funds for compensation has 
been exhausted and properties 
are still standing there, so we 
need more funds to be able to pay 
compensations and break down 
those properties. Don’t get me 
wrong, what we are saying is that 
to review Bill one is very difficult 
because if you review Bill 2, 3 and 
4, it will incur additional cost. We 
are looking for an ingenious way 
of doing it without exceeding the 
actual value of the contract. What 
we intend to do is that there will 
be a fly over at certain point and 
we said that it is not necessary for 
now. We have a better alternative 
to handle the challenges at that 
point and money for that could 
be channeled into paying for com-
pensation. I also pray like others 
for oil price to go up, so that we 
have more money to put in proj-
ects across the state and make the 
state attractive to tourists from all 
over the world. I want to let you 
know that a Local Government, 
Udung Uko is receiving their first 
Asphalted 9km road since its 
creation in 1996 under Governor 
Emmanuel’s administration. We 
will take delivery of more in due 
course, the last administration did 
wonderfully well for Ikot Ekpene 
axis and Governor Emmanuel is 
doing well for Uyo, Eket and Oron 
axis to open up the state. Then 
with the four major cities intact, 
then the state will be cynosure 
of all eyes. Again the Udom Em-
manuel’s administration is doing 
five dualised  roads across the 
state. We are equally doing the 
major ring road two and three. 
Ring road two is 3.5km and the 
ring road three is 7.5km awarded 
to the same contractor Qumecs, 
but when we saw that his speed 
is not quite good, we took the 
ring road three and asked him to 

continue with ring road two. 
The ring road three will be 
handed over to a contractor 
with more equipment and re-
sources. In six months’ time, 
we will have the roads in 
top shape. What this shows  
is that this administration 
has the capacity to manage 
the state resources well. 
Remember that in 2016 we 
slipped into economic re-
cession up till 2017 when oil 
price nosedived to between 
35 to 40 dollars. But the Gov-
ernor was able to achieve 
all these milestones.Now 
talking about the 5 major 
dualised roads, if you go to 
the road linking the Airport 
to Okopedi, then from Oko-
pedi through the thick forest 
CCECC is breaking through 
there to Uya Uro in Oron, on 
completion of that road, you 
can access the East West 
road without coming into 
the city. In Uyo through Ikot 
Oku Ikono, Julius Berger is 
construction 30km dualised 
road to Etinan round about 
and from Etinan round about 
by the right, Weschino is 
building 29km Etinan Ndon 
Uyo highway  with 2 cable 
bridges. The cable bridges 
will be the first of its kind in 
this part of the world. By third 
anniversary of Governor Em-
manuel’s administration, the 
road will be ready except the 
bridges. Eket-Etinan highway 
road was inherited at zero 
point but will be completed 
soon.

Etebi- Enwang road is 
also said to have been aban-
doned, another project in-
herited from Akpabio’s ad-
ministration why?
Etebi-Enwang road in Mbo 
council area is ongoing, it 
has not been abandoned. I 
have given the contractor a 
mandate that by the time we 
visit again, I want to see the 
completion of the columns 
on the bridge, they have put 
in 16 so far, but they needed 
about 96 columns. I have 
told him to finish the road 
while the bridge is ongoing. 
I can assure you that every 
road in this state whether 
started by previous admin-
istration or incumbent will 
be completed because the 
resources were Akwa Ibom 
money. I want to ask if these 
roads going on in the hither 
lands are not abandoned, is 
it our showpiece and gate-
way Uyo – Ikot Ekpene road 
that will be abandoned?   In 
fact if we have money after 
the first phase then we will 
take on Ikot Ekpene – Aba, 
which is about 20km in the 
next phase. The completion 
of that road will allow Aba 
traders just like the people 
of Arochukwu to start using 
our Airport. With such influx 
of people, the entire state will 
be opened up and our Airport 
will be fully busy with its at-

tendant positive effects on 
the economy of the state. We 
Akwa Ibom people should 
give kudos to Governor Em-
manuel and encourage him 
to do more. By the time the 
present network of roads are 
completed. Industrialization 
will take off fully in every part 
of the state.

Your ministry has been 
accused of encouraging 
capital flight by not utilizing 
the services of indigenous 
contractors on roads con-
struction?
No. it should be the other 
way round, my ministry has 
been accused of over using 
the indigenous contractors. 
Before I got here, I learnt that 
the indigenous contractors 
were not considered good 
enough for road projects, 
but I said if Asphalt, stone 
base, red earth are the same 
with the machinery used for 
road construction the same 
as what foreign firms use, 
then I insisted on using the 
indigenous contractors. But 
I charged them to live up 
to expectation, allow them 
the resources and they are 
doing very good jobs. Al-
most all the roads we have 
commissioned over twelve 
(12) of them were done by 
the indigenous contractors. 
For instance, in Obot Akara 
Council Area, the road proj-

ect there is done by Seyang, 
an indigenous firm, several 
signature roads across the 
state were done by indige-
nous contractors like Bennet, 
Hensek and others. Given 
the right environment and 
resources, our indigenous 
contractors can complete 
favourably with their foreign 
counterparts. When the Gov-
ernor confronted me with 
the NUJ road which had been 
in the budget for years and 
gave me six months to fix the 
road, I contracted an indig-
enous contractor who raised 
resources and fixed the road, 
it was after commissioning of 
the road that we paid Bennet 
Engineering services for the 
job. No foreign contractor 
will do that for you. So if I 
have my way, I will give the 
bulk of jobs to indigenous 
contractors, allow them the 
resources, give them en-
abling environment because 
they too have a stake in the 
state. The state also belongs 
to them, the foreign firms yes 
have years of experience can 
also do a good job but will 
only do so when they have 
the money handy; so there is 
a big difference. Again I know 
Akwa Ibom people are happy 
with what we are doing with 
our indigenous contractors. 
Of course the profits they 
made from the job are rein-
vested back in the State. For 
instance Hensek Integrated 
Services upon completion 
of Nung Ukim road, empow-
ered many people in the com-
munity, gave them boreholes 
and a town hall among other 
things.  A company like Ben-
net Engineering Services 
does spend entire profit from 
jobs on his people. If you ask 
me, I will appeal that the 
Governor should hand over 
at least 60% of jobs to indig-
enous firms because I know 
they will do well and anytime 
there is an issue, they listen 
and make amends without 
arguments or quarrel. From 
my personal observation on 
their performances, I score 
our indigenous contractors 
A1 or A plus, in fact A Star. 
Kudos to all of them. I want to 
say that virtually every part of 
the state has had good roads 
coverage. The few remaining 
ones will soon be attended to 
in few weeks time. The Udom 
Emmanuel’s government has 
succeeded in ensuring that 
dividends of democracy trick-
led down to every community 
in the state.

What we intend 
to do is that there 
will be a fly over 
at certain point 

and we said that 
it is not necessary 
for now. We have 
a better alterna-

tive to handle the 
challenges at that 
point and money 
for that could be 

channeled into 
paying for com-

pensation
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Governance in Cross River has broken 
down under Ayade’s watch - Nyong

Interview

Eyo Etim Nyong, a governorship aspirant in  Cross River State chapter of the All Progressives Congress (APC) for 2019, 
in this interview with MIKE ABANG says that the state needs urgent rescue and that his aspiration is to deliver 
the state from Governor Ben Ayade and his party, People’s Democratic Party (PDP). Excerpts:

Magbagbeola

Why do you want to run as 
governor of Cross River State?

I am an indigene of Cross 
River and I am a full-fledged 
Nigerian. I feel I am quali-
fied to contest for that po-
sition. And the position will 

be vacant come 2019. That is 
why I am aspiring because I be-
lieve I can offer a thousand times 
better service to my people than 
what we are getting today.

What are your chances, consid-
ering the zoning arrangement in 
the state?
Please explain to me what you 
mean by zoning.

There is zoning arrangement in 
PDP but some people believe it 
is applicable to all the parties?
I have not seen any document on 
zoning in the state. Let me also 
tell you that every time there 
is a governorship election in 
the state, we have contestants 
across the state, across the sena-
torial districts. The issue of zon-
ing now is just sentiment. It has 
never existed here, even within 
PDP. Now, I am contesting on 
the platform of APC. APC is yet 
to take over power in this state. 
And we have a right to start from 
where we think we have a win-
ning opportunity. You don’t have 
to go and key into a PDP agenda, 
which means that we are seeking 
failure and not seeking a win. If 
we are seeking a win, we have to 
strategise well and look at where 
the candidate can come from 
that will enable us to win. 

Th e  s o u t h e r n  s e n a t o r i a l 
district produces the greatest 
percentage of votes in every 
election in this state. And when 
you talk about north complet-
ing tenure, I don’t know what 
you mean. The tenure is four 
years and it is expiring in 2019. 
Is that not what the law says? 
Tenure is four years. It is based 
on your performance and the 
acceptability of the people that 
will grant you another one. The 
tenure that I know in law and 
constitution is four years. We 
are not disrupting that.

But the incumbent governor 
has the right of first refusal and 
should be offered the ticket?
Yes, he has the right to say I have 
done enough. I don’t want again. 
It is not compulsory.

What are you going to do differ-
ently from what we are seeing 

now if given the mandate as 
governor of the state?
That is going to be a long story. 
Let me tell you, first of all that 
the state is totally dismantled. 
So, we have to recreate almost 
everything. The governance 
system is broken down. You 
have about 6,000 appointees, 
into what? The ministries have 
been dismantled. There is no 
proper governance system in 
the state. We have to restruc-
ture all  of that.  There is no 
peace in the land. There is no 
security in the land. How can 
you bring development to a 
state that does not have peace 
and security? Investors we 
used to have… this was a tourist 
destination… Everybody has run 
away. So many genuine proj-
ects that could have impacted 
the state positively have been 
abandoned. We need to bring 
them back. I can talk forever 
here. As I speak to you this state 
has no budget.

But there is a budget called Bud-
get of Kinetic Chrystallisation?
Have you ever heard of that? 
What about budget of rocket 
science? It is a joke. If a state 

like Lagos is budgeting N1.1 
trillion, and a heavily indebted, 
poor state like Cross River 
is budgeting N1.3 trillion, do 
you think that is a reasonable 
budget? That is why I can tell 
you clearly that we don’t have 

a budget. Budget is an estimate 
but your estimate has to be 
based on facts. They have no 
budget. Have you ever seen a 
budget in the past two years? 
Do you know the budget for last 
year? Has there been a budget 
review, telling us the level of 
implementation of the past 
years’ budget? That is not the 
kind of government I want to 
run. I want to run an inclusive 
government that carries the 
people along , a government 
that meets the needs of the 
people through direct contact. 
It is a different story entirely. 

First, we have to bring back 
the governance system into the 
state, because all programmes 
and projects you have, no mat-
ter how beautiful they are, if 
you don’t have governance 
structure to drive them, they 
become a failure. So, we need to 
get back to that level, we need 
to restore peace and security 
in the land, we need to look at 
the waste management, the 
multiple potholes that make 
us jump like a dog all over the 
streets,  and so many other 
things. Calabar was known for 
good water supply but now 

our water board has been shut 
down forever. People now drill 
boreholes to get water. It is 
a shame. Other states came 
here to find out how our water 
system was working. Now it is 
completely shut. It is a shame. 
I  c a n  s p e a k  a b o u t  s o  m a n y 
areas, not to talk about fresh 
infrastructure development, 
not to talk about industrialisa-
tion. The ones we hear of are 
funny things. 

You talk about rice city, what 
is a rice city? What is your defi-
nition of it, you are a journalist? 
What is a rice city? Are people 
living there? I don’t know about 
it. I saw branded rice and the 
other day I heard that the cus-
toms impounded several truck-
loads of rice imported into 
the state. That is an illegal act, 
something the federal govern-
ment has banned. And then you 
see the branded bags of rice and 
there is no factory behind it. 
And the electronic media aired 
it. There is no factory behind 
branded rice bags that we are 
seeing. I cannot embarrass my 
people like that. Look, we can 
sit here forever. I have a differ-
ent mindset for my people.

If a state 
like Lagos is 

budgeting 
N1.1 trillion, 
and a heavily 

indebted, 
poor state like 
Cross River is 

budgeting N1.3 
trillion, do you 

think that is 
a reasonable 

budget? 



‘Government should make environment 
more conducive for entrepreneurs’

Si n c e  y o u  a s -
sumed office 
as president of 
entrepreneurs’ 
organisation, 

abuja, how will you de-
scribe the prospects of 
businesses in Nigeria?

I happened to join the 
Entrepreneurs’ Organisa-
tion five years ago. First 
of all, Entrepreneurs’ Or-
ganisation is the only most 
influential peer-to-peer 
organisation that brings 
entrepreneurs together 
to learn, to grow, network, 
share experiences and 
see how we can grow the 
country economically. I 
assumed this office about 
six months ago and since 
then, we have been trying 
to bring entrepreneurs 
together under this um-
brella to learn and grow 
because the truth is that 
at some levels of the en-
trepreneurial journey it 
becomes lonely. But for 
those of them who are 
able to join this organisa-
tion at this point, you keep 
learning and networking. 
And instead of seeing de-
cline, you see growth. The 
loneliness is no more there 
and there is that prospect 
and respect for each other.

How has the organisa-
tion helped in growing 
the nigerian economy?

The average number 
of employee from each 
member of the Entrepre-
neurs’ Organisation is 
about two hundred and 
here in Abuja we have a 
lot of them. We also have 
another chapter in La-
gos. You find us in various 
fields: manufacturing, as-
set financing like I am, avia-
tion, hospitality among 
others. It is nothing new to 
Nigeria however but those 
of us who have joined the 
organisation have ben-
efitted so much. Before I 
joined the Entrepreneurs’ 
Organisation, I was just a 
regular business person 
but Entrepreneurs’ Organ-
isation has given me the 
exposure, international 
network and it has made 
me unnderstand myself 
better.

It has also helped me to 
give back to the communi-
ty and understand myself 
better because Entrepre-
neurs’ Organisation is not 
just about entrepreneurs 

Sunday 11 February  2018 SUNDAYBD 19C002D5556

Interview

but they go beyond that. 
They look at your family, 
the community, your em-
ployees. You share expe-
rience from vast people 
who have already made it. 
We have had the privilege 
of meeting people like Bill 
Clinton. My first meeting 
with the Entrepreneurs’ 
Organisation was in for-
mer President Olusegun 
Obasanjo’s house at Ota 
Farm. We sat with him for 
over three hours.

In the past years, entre-
preneurs who have made 
their marks we help them 
in training. Currently, this 
is my second year in Mas-
sachusetts Institute of 
Technology (MIT), it is 
one of the things that the 
Entrepreneurs’ Organisa-

tion organises and when 
you come back to your 
country, you begin to see 
how you effect that in your 
community. Apart from 
that, annually we organise 
what we call the General 
Student Entrepreneurship 
programme where we se-
lect the best student in any 
field; a student who is in 
school and doing business. 
We select the best among 
them and we take them 
out to what we call the 
General Leadership Con-
ference (GLC). Last year, 
we took some students 
from Nigeria to Frankfurt, 
Germany. This year, it’s 
going to be in Toronto. 
Two years ago, a Nige-
rian student was best in 
the whole world and won 

uncertainty in govern-
ment. I saw investors who 
were ready to bring in their 
money but whenever the 
government of the day is 
coming to an end, they be-
come worried they want 
to go back because they 
are not sure of consistency 
in policy. And I looked at 
other countries. Take a 
country like Cameroon 
for instance, it is not a rich 
country but if you look 
at the past twenty years, 
they have had stability 
politically in their currency. 
So, investors will be more 
comfortable to work there 
because they know that 
whatever they put there, 
they are not going to lose. 
So, a situation where a new 
government comes and 
there is a change in policy, 
businesses get agitated; 
it doesn’t give them that 
confidence. So, we need 
to be able to build policies 
and how do we effect that? 
One of the ways is for the 
people in business entre-
preneurs to also embrace 
politics. One of them is to 
get your Permanent Voter 
Card (PVC). I have got-
ten mine. And so we keep 
encouraging every entre-
preneur to get their PVC. 
They should encourage 
others to do so. We need to 
be part of politics because 
if you are not close to those 
in power then people who 
know nothing about busi-
ness are going to make 
policies for you. And at the 
end of the day, you will suf-
fer for it. So, I am encourag-
ing entrepreneurs to also 
embrace politics. Even if 
you are not going to be ac-
tive give them the support 
you can. And this is one of 
the things that Obasanjo 
talked to us about and 
since then, I have had a 
change of mind. When you 
talk politics, I don’t want 
to say ‘No’. I want to see 
what is going on. What 
can we do? How can we 
help? I have done that in 
various state; in my state 
Anambra , Akwa Ibom, 
Cross River and wherever 
I have the capacity and 
opportunity, I try to advise 
and influence by my own 
example. I have a foun-
dation and scholarship. I 
have hundreds of students 
in my scholarship. I have 
my medical mission. Not 

only this, you also need to 
advise when you have the 
opportunity.

Are you interested in 
contesting any political 
office in 2019?

As a person, I am not 
passionate about position 
but I am passionate about 
encouraging and sensitis-
ing the people around me. 
I find a candidate whom 
I know has the capacity 
and rally around him and 
give him my support. But 
for me to come out to say 
I want to take up this posi-
tion, I don’t think I’m inter-
ested in that.

What do you make 
of the recent executive 
order signed by president 
buhari preventing for-
eigners from getting jobs 
nigerians can do?

The executive order is 
a welcome development 
because if you go to other 
countries - I have travelled 
to over 40 countries and 
sometimes I take time to 
go down the streets to in-
teract with people. So, the 
government has done the 
right thing because it is to 
protect the growing youth 
population of unemployed 
to show that the jobs that 
are meant for them are 
kept for them. There are 
jobs that foreigners should 
not take. We expect them 
to come up with some ex-
pertise and as time goes on, 
we should be able to take 
up such responsibilities.

Oxfam international 
has accused certain pri-
vate businesses of being 
behind class inequality 
in developing countries. 
What is the entrepre-
n e u r s ’  o r g a n i s a t i o n 
stance on this?

The Entrepreneurs’ 
Organisation I belong to 
which I can speak for and 
I have been a member for 
five years, has consistently 
tried to work against class 
inequality. And we do this 
by learning. And how do 
you learn? It is not what 
you get from the class-
room. For example, one 
of the things so powerful 
about the Entrepreneurs’ 
Organisation is that every 
month we meet together 
in a forum. It gives us op-
portunity to discuss the 
five percent fear that we 
can’t even discuss with 

Marcel Ofomata is the president, Entrepreneurs’ Organisation Abuja and MD/CEO Amaecom Global Limited, an 
asset financing company. In this interview with OWEDE AGBAJILEKE, the Harvard-trained manager speaks on is-
sues relating to the business world, entrepreneurs’ organisation and the politics of the Nigerian economy. Excerpts:

fifty thousand naira prize 
from the organisation. So, 
Entrepreneurs’ Organisa-
tion has this body of rich 
resource to help build en-
trepreneurs.

What do you advise 
government to do to en-
courage Nigerians to em-
brace entrepreneurship? 

My advice to govern-
ment is to bring in policies 
that encourage entrepre-
neurship. About four years 
ago, I had the privilege 
of attending the World 
Business Forum in Malta, 
which had businessmen 
from Commonwealth 
countries. We were look-
ing at Nigeria, the instabili-
ty we have passed through 
and why it is not so inves-
tor-friendly because of Continues on page 23

Marcel Ofomata
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Understanding the ‘Cleaner Lagos’ initiative

Understandably, a major 
preoccupation of the 
Lagos State govern-
ment is environmental 
regeneration. The gov-

ernment is challenged to invest in 
the environment because the Lagos 
is exposed to environmental abuse 
occasioned by intense economic and 
social activities. Lagos, for instance, 
generates 10,000 tonnes of waste 
daily, almost three times higher than 
what the whole of Ghana generates 
daily.

Justifiably, solid waste manage-
ment has, therefore, been recognized 
as decisive to the realization of the 
state government’s vision of making 
Lagos a clean, secure, and more pros-
perous State with a robust economy 
built on service, equity and justice. 
However, current realities in waste 
management reveal deficiencies that 
are not only wasteful in terms of re-
source utilization but also detrimental 
to environmental and public health.

This existing position evidently 
does not ally with the state govern-
ment’s vision of a Smart City.  There-
fore, there is an urgent need to bring it 
to the required level of international 
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best practice. It is in order to provide 
a holistic solution to waste manage-
ment in the state that the Clean Lagos 
Initiative, CLI was conceived. CLI 
represents a strong resolve and com-
mitment to redefining solid waste 
management in the state.

It is envisioned to deliver a new 
solid waste management mechanism 
that is devoid of the challenges of the 
old order. Part of the goals is to gen-
erate a new financially feasible and 
technology-driven waste manage-
ment system to the Lagos economy 
with the ultimate target of creating 
new businesses and job opportunities.

Through the new initiative, 600 
brand new environment-friendly 
compactors and over 900,000 waste 
bins that are electronically tracked for 
ease of monitoring are to be provided. 
Equally, the scheme has offered over 
40,000 jobs for residents, including 
27,500 Community Sanitation Work-
ers (CSW) who are to work within 
their residences in the entire 377 politi-
cal wards in Lagos State.

To sustain the collection opera-
tions, refitted old three transfer load-
ing stations/MRF (Agege, Oshodi, 
Simpson) and two totally new MRF 
are to be built (Ogombo and Ojo) 
while three waste depots (Mushin, 
Ogudu, and Simpson) are being 
concessioned with the main goal of 
revitalizing and modifying the facili-
ties to international standard.

Similarly, under the new arrange-
ment, primary, secondary and ter-

tiary drains across the state will be 
maintained throughout the year to 
allow for free flow of storm water. 
Also, engineered sanitary/engi-
neered hazardous landfills will be 
constructed under the Built, Finance, 
Operate and Transfer model in differ-
ent locations across the state. The 
target is to guarantee safety of public 
health and the environment.

An instructive aspect of the new 
plan is that it is set to inculcate in 
Lagos residents a rich culture of 
appropriate waste disposal. Part of 
the plan is to ensure that youths in 
secondary schools and tertiary in-
stitutions are brought into the deal. 
The purpose is to make certain that 
the future is guaranteed in terms of 
waste management in the state.

Perhaps more importantly, the pos-
sibility of turning the huge waste that is 
generated in the state would be highly 
heightened through this fresh scheme. 
The idea is to make the dumpsites 
become usable resources from which 
methane will be extracted for electric-
ity generation in Lagos State. Revolving 
waste into energy is an established 
technology that could help provide 
a major amount of domestic energy 
needs. Presently, the Olusosun dump-
site boasts of a recycling plant that pro-
cesses waste into various products. A 
waste-to-wealth project will, no doubt, 
transform waste management into 
wealth creation venture that will help 
tackle the twain issue of poverty and 
unemployment.
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TAYO OGUNBIYI
Ogunbiyi is of the Lagos State 

Ministry of Information & Strategy, 
Alausa, Ikeja

To complement government’s 
plans and efforts in promoting a cleaner 
Lagos, Lagos residents need to come to 
terms with the reality of the necessity 
for an improved environment. What is 
required to maintain a sane and friendly 
environment is not just about what the 
government is doing but also about the 
people’s attitude.

Lagos residents need to under-
stand that the quality of our lives, as 
human beings, is considerably a reflec-
tion of the quality of the environment 
which we dwell in. Many still seem not 
to comprehend that the environment 
which we inhabit, like the air which we 
breathe, is life. The earth, for now, is 
our home. It is where we live, breathe, 
eat, raise our children, etc. Therefore, 
we cannot afford to destroy the envi-
ronment because our whole essence 
depends on it. Consequently, when we 
imbibe positive attitudinal change to-
wards the environment, we are sure of 
living free of any pollutants or hazards. 
Parks should not be turned into market 
places, toilets, refuse dumps or places 
where animals graze. 

On its part, the state government 
will continue to explore opportunity 
of its diverse town hall meetings and 
other such public outreaches to fur-
ther impress on Lagosians on the im-
perative of living a healthy life through 
proper sanitation and environmental 
friendly activities.

Ogunbiyi is of the Lagos State Ministry 
of Information & Strategy, Alausa, Ikeja.
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Chuck Close is an 
American artist, 
famous for paint-
ing large portraits. 
Severely paralyzed, 

Close is confined to a wheelchair. 
Former models have accused 
him of asking them to take their 
clothes off and of using sexual 
language that made them feel 
harassed. This behavior prompt-
ed the National Gallery in Wash-
ington, DC, to cancel a planned 
show of Close’s work. And Se-
attle University has removed a 
self-portrait by the artist from a 
university building.

If we were to remove all the art 
from museums or galleries because 
we disapproved of the artists’ be-
havior, great collections would soon 
be severely depleted. Rembrandt 
cruelly mistreated his mistress, 
Picasso was beastly to his wives, 
Caravaggio lusted after young boys 
and was a murderer, and so on.

And what about literature? Cé-
line was a vicious anti-Semite. Wil-

Moralism and the arts
liam S. Burroughs shot his wife in a 
drunken haze, and Norman Mailer 
stabbed one of his. And movie direc-
tors? Forget sexually inappropriate 
language: Erich von Stroheim shot 
mass orgies for his own pleasure. 
Charlie Chaplin liked very young 
girls. And then there is Woody Al-
len, accused of but never charged 
with molesting his seven-year-old 
adopted daughter.

The New York Times movie critic 
A.O. Scott wrote an interesting ar-
ticle about this. He grew up idolizing 
Allen. To a bookish young man, Allen, 
the anxious intellectual who still gets 
the girl, was a kind of role model. But 
now that we know the accusations 
against the comedian and movie di-
rector, we are forced, in Scott’s view, 
to reappraise the work in that light. 
There may be something sinister and 
immoral in the films that we should 
take into account.

In other words, bad behavior, or 
even alleged bad behavior, can taint 
an artistic work, because the artist 
cannot be separated from his art. 
This is at least a more interesting 
proposition than the notion that art 
should be disqualified just because 
we don’t like the way the artist be-
haved in private. But is it right?

ropolitan Museum of Art in New 
York to remove a famous painting 
by Balthus, showing an adolescent 
girl sitting on a chair with a patch 
of her underwear showing. To see 
this as a form of child pornography, 
or “the objectification of children,” 
as the signatories did, seems highly 
dubious. Balthus was moved by the 
dreaminess of girls on the cusp of 
adulthood. But even if Balthus, in his 
private life, was attracted to young 
women, there is nothing in the paint-
ing that suggests moral depravity 
or abuse.

The same can be said about Al-
len’s movies, whatever the truth 
may be about his alleged misdeeds. 
It is no secret that Allen finds young 
women attractive; his current wife 
was not yet 20 when he started an 
affair with her. She was also the ad-
opted daughter of Allen’s partner at 
the time. One of Allen’s best known 
and most successful films, “Manhat-
tan,” released in 1979, when he was 
in his forties, featured a relationship 
between a middle-aged man (Allen) 
and a young girl, played by Mariel 
Hemingway, who was 16 at the time 
of filming.

These relationships were uncon-
ventional. Some might find them 

creepy. But this is not the same as mo-
lesting a child. Nor is there anything 
in “Manhattan,” or any other film by 
Allen, that reveals any interest in as-
saulting young children. This would 
be the case even if everything alleged 
against the director were true.

Again, morality is not irrelevant. 
It is hard to imagine admiring art that 
espouses child abuse, racial hatred, 
or torture (even though this seems 
to get people much less agitated 
than sexual content). But just as we 
should not condemn a work of art 
because of the artist’s private behav-
ior, we should also be careful about 
applying norms of social respect-
ability to artistic expression. Some 
art is meant to provoke, transgress, 
and push boundaries. People can do 
things in works of imagination that 
they would never do in life.

That is the way it should be. If we 
limited artistic expression to sub-
jects that are commonly regarded as 
socially respectable, we would soon 
be left with moralistic kitsch, just the 
kind of thing rulers of authoritarian 
states like to promote in public, while 
doing things that are far worse than 
most artists would like to imagine.

©: Project Syndicate
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Oscar Wilde famously said that 
there is no such thing as an immoral 
book, just well or badly written 
books. This is open to challenge. 
There is a moral component to most 
forms of human expression, includ-
ing art.

Moral depravity can make for 
bad art. This may be one reason 
why there are so few examples of 
good Nazi art. Racial hatred was 
morally reprehensible in a way that 
Communist idealism, for example, 
was not. Sergei Eisenstein made 
Communist propaganda films, but 
these are also great works of art. 
Leni Riefenstahl’s Nazi propaganda 
films are technically astonishing, but 
otherwise repellent.

It is also true that art can tran-
scend the private behavior of the 
artist. A writer, filmmaker, or painter 
who behaves badly toward wives or 
lovers can produce art that is deeply 
sympathetic to women. By the same 
token, perfectly behaved people 
can break all kinds of social taboos 
in their art. To judge the moral com-
ponent of artistic expression, then, 
we must look not at the person who 
made it but at the work itself.

Last year, an online petition with 
8,000 signatures asked the Met-
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There is every hope that 
Abia State’s strides in the 
health sector will be redou-
bled this year. The state is 

poised to reshape its comprehen-
sive, integrated Healthcare Deliv-
ery Framework as well as second-
ary health care centres by ensuring 
that every local government area 
has a functional and better-staffed 
general hospital, which will serve 
as outreach base to primary health 
centres and minimize the distance 
and stress involved in accessing 
tertiary hospitals.

Also, efforts are on the speed 
lane to commission the state’s 
specialist hospital for child and 
maternal care, which is designed to 
ensure that no child is lost at birth in 
Abia State from 2018. The specialist 
hospital deserves more emphasis 
because of its importance. Infant 
mortality rate, which is the number 
of infant deaths for every 1,000 live 
births, is disturbing.

Abia has made robust efforts 
to ensure that this menace is put 
at bay. Last year, the state through 
its Ministry of Health, the Nestle 
Nutrition Institute of Africa, the 
Nigeria Society of Neonatal Medi-
cine, and Vicar Hope Foundation 
held a workshop which trained 
100 primary health care personnel 
in Abia State on the skills of “Help-
ing Babies Breathe”. The training 
enhanced the knowledge of the 

Abia’s renewed efforts in healthcare delivery
participants to help to drastically 
reduce neonatal asphyxia and infant 
mortality in the state. The trainees 
included doctors, midwives, nurses 
and community health extension 
workers drawn from private and 
government hospitals and primary 
health care centres, especially those 
in the rural areas where the need is 
greater. The training came on the 
heels of listing the state among six 
other states to benefit in funding 
the reduction of maternal and infant 
mortality and morbidity.

Neonatal asphyxia, also known as 
perinatal asphyxia or birth asphyxia, 
is a medical condition resulting from 
deprivation of oxygen to a newborn 
infant that lasts long enough during 
the birth process to cause physical 
harm, usually to the brain. Medical 
experts define neonatal resuscita-
tion as the intervention after a baby 
is born to help it breathe and to help 
its heart beat. This is because some 
babies need help with establishing 
their air flow, breathing, or circulation, 
and this intervention takes the form 
of helping them with airway, breath-
ing, and circulation, also known as 
the ABCs. Before a baby is born, the 
placenta provides oxygen and nutri-
tion to the blood and removes carbon 
dioxide. After a baby is born, the lungs 
provide oxygen to the blood and re-
move carbon dioxide. The transition 
from using the placenta to using the 
lungs for gas exchange begins when 
the umbilical cord is clamped or tied 
off, and the baby has its first breath. 
Many babies go through this transi-
tion without needing intervention.

Besides, in Nigeria, neonatal death 
(death of infant within the first 28 days 
of life), is 48 per 1000 live births and 
almost half of infant death per annum 
results from poor maternal health and 
poor care at time of delivery, accord-
ing to NDHS Report 2003. The major 
causes of these deaths are asphyxia, 
preterm, sepsis, neonatal tetanus, 
congenital conditions, diarrhea and 
others. It is also noted that glob-
ally, about one quarter of all neonatal 
deaths are caused by birth asphyxia. 
Therefore, effective resuscitation at 
birth can prevent a large proportion 
of these deaths.

The Healthcare Outreach to the 
aged and vulnerable groups in Abia, 
a novel programme, will be strength-
ened and positioned this year to 
touch more lives. The importance 
of this health-care outreach cannot 
be over-emphasised because of 
the special place vulnerable groups 
occupy in our society. Vulnerable 
groups are groups who for some rea-
sons are weak and vulnerable to hu-
man rights abuses. These groups are 
structurally discriminated against. 
And for this reason, they require 
special protection for the equal and 
effective enjoyment of their human 
rights. They include women and 
girls, children, refugees, internally 
displaced persons, stateless per-
sons, national minorities, migrant 
workers, disabled persons, elderly 
persons, HIV positive persons and 
AIDS victims, among others.

During his campaign, Governor 
Okezie Ikpeazu promised to provide 
effective and efficient healthcare 

services to all Abia people, in every 
part of the state, strengthen the 
710 government-owned healthcare 
centres by improving their infra-
structure, funding and improving 
the quality of healthcare profession-
als deployed in them, and partner 
world-class healthcare providers to 
train personnel and provide compli-
mentary infrastructure. He has not 
reneged on his promise.

As such, Abia’s strides in the health 
sector have attracted the attention of 
multi-nationals such as MTN. These 
strides include the upgrading of 
the School of Midwifery at Abiriba, 
School of Nursing at Aba, Umuahia 
and Amachara which prompted their 
reaccreditation by the Midwifery 
and Nursing Council of Nigeria, ap-
proval of funds for the construction 
of four 100-bed general hospitals at 
Okeipke, Arochukwu and Obingwa, 
upgrade of Departments of Paediat-
rics, Radiology, Surgery, Obstetrics 
& Gynaecology, Cardiotomography, 
Ophthalmology, and Anesthesia at 
Abia State University, the proposed 
Super Tertiary Medical Facility at 
Obuaku, which is going to change the 
narrative in medical tourism, among 
others.

Others are the “Save One Mil-
lion Lives” campaign which targets 
one million under 5 children and 
women within their child-bearing 
ages, establishment of tuberculosis 
reference laboratory for the entire 
South-East region at Amachara 
Specialist Hospital, 102 therapeutic 
centres, 42 microscopy centres, as 
well as two gene experts’ machines 

in the state for diagnosis in the treat-
ment of tuberculosis.

The establishment of state-of-
the-art Sickle Diagnosis and Treat-
ment Centre through the instrumen-
tality of Vicar Hope Foundation, the 
pet project of Mrs. Nkechi Ikpeazu, 
the wife of Abia State governor, de-
serves mention here. The diagnosis 
and treatment centre will offer a 
huge relief to sickle cell patients by 
providing treatment at a subsidised 
rate. The disease has posed a serious 
concern to humankind as millions of 
people around the world, adults as 
well as children, suffer from it. WHO 
describes it as a potentially fatal dis-
ease and one of the main causes of 
premature death amongst under-5 
children in various African countries.

The disease, which is regarded 
as a major genetic disease in most 
countries in sub-Saharan Africa, is a 
genetic blood disorder that affects 
the haemoglobin within the red 
blood cells. The recurrent pain and 
complications caused by the disease 
can interfere with many aspects of 
the patient’s life, including educa-
tion, employment and psychosocial 
development. The sickle-cell trait 
is now known to be widespread, 
reaching its highest prevalence in 
parts of Africa as well as among 
people with origins in equatorial 
Africa, the Mediterranean basin and 
Saudi Arabia. In Africa, the highest 
prevalence of sickle-cell trait oc-
curs between latitudes 15° North 
and 20° South, ranging between 
10 percent and 40 percent of the 
population in some areas.

IAN BURUMA
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Buruma, editor of The New York 
Review of Books, is the author of 

numerous books, including Murder in 
Amsterdam: The Death of Theo Van 
Gogh and the Limits of Tolerance.
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The emptying of all the 
topmost traditional 
stools and royalties 
in Nigeria into Port 
Harcourt for over 

three days last week did not fail 
to sway all eyes to the Garden 
City, probably because Nigeria 
is still regarded as not truly a 
nation but a gathering of ethnic 
nationalities. Many wondered 
what really was the reason 
for the PH meeting as others 
wondered whether 2019 was 
the real issue, but many saw 
the emergency and tensions all 
over Nigeria as reason for such 
a move. 

Thus, from January 29 to 
February 1, 2018, almost all the 
topmost royal fathers from the 
36 states of Nigeria remained in 
Rivers State for the 9th General 
Assembly and brainstorming 
on the state of the nation and 
the way out. The major out-
come from the Port Harcourt 
summit seemed to be a silent 
communiqué that had strong 
words for the presidency and 
the reaffirmation of the tradi-
tional bloc to one Nigeria.

The lords were also treated 
to grandeur familiar to their 
thrones and personal care of 
the chief host, Governor Nwe-
som Wike. The government in 
Port Harcourt did not see the 
meeting as an ordinary gather-
ing. “This is because these are 
men occupying thrones that 
ruled the different peoples of 
Nigeria before the coming of 
the white man and colonialism. 
These men held the power of 
life and death in their hands just 
few decades ago. This may no 
longer be so these days but the 
nation’s royal fathers still wield 
enormous powers in the land,” 
Wike said.

As observed by King Jaja of 
Opobo, Dandeson Douglas 
Jaja, in his welcome address 
at the council meeting held in 
Port Harcourt, when the people 
running the show lose direction 
and the ship of nation is threat-
ened, it is the traditional rulers 
they run to save the situation. 
This explains the critical im-
portance of the council meet-
ing that held in Port Harcourt, 
and the overwhelming joy 
expressed by royal father after 
royal father who were bitter 
that the FG did not deem it fit 
to provide for their meetings 
and participation in the affairs 
of the land despite always 
falling back on the traditional 
mentors for solutions in times 
of emergency.

This is why they profusely 
blessed and commended Wike 
for coming to their aid by ac-
cepting to sponsor their 9th 
council meeting and in a very 
good way befitting of their dig-

nity, respect and high offices.
In doing this, according to 

the Rivers State Commission-
er of information and Com-
munications, Governor Wike 
was only showing leadership, 
something he allegedly does 
at all times. “This is what you 
get when people deploy their 
experience. Wike has tremen-
dous wealth of experience. Re-
member that as council chair-
man (Obio/Akpor), he won 
the best and council chairman 
in Nigeria award. As Chief of 

Staff he excelled to propel the 
Amaechi administration in the 
first term. As minister of state 
in education, he performed so 
highly that many wondered if 
he was the main minister. As 
governor now, in the first two 
and half years, he has done 
more than many governors in 
Nigeria. That is why the awards 
have come without soliciting. 
People watch television and 
read newspapers everyday 
of what Rivers State is doing. 
Things speak for themselves. 

IGNATIUS CHUKWU that line.
“We used to see in this state 

where a sitting governor will 
not go to the airport to re-
ceive the president; not once, 
not twice, not even sending a 
government official. But see 
how Rivers people and their 
government roll out the drum 
whenever the vice president 
is coming to Rivers State. This 
is who he is. We are all service 
agents and you must serve the 
people irrespective of the plat-
form through which you got to 
that position,” he said.

So, whenever Federal Gov-
ernment institutions, public 
agencies or groups of Nigerians 
approach Rivers State Govern-
ment for support to enable 
them carry out meaningful 
programmes, what comes to 
their mind is; “Why is every 
person coming to my house? 
Rivers State is not the richest 
but we believe in one Nigeria. 
We do not make pretenses 
about that; what we ask for 
is a fair and equitable Nigeria 
where people are given their 
rights. That is where we stand.

“If you believe in this, natu-
rally, you will be your brother’s 
keeper. So, as often as they 
come to you, you try to sup-
port them. The story being 
told about Rivers State being 
unsafe or being cult heaven, 
etc, is not true. If your place is 
unsafe, people will not come 
to you. Will you go to an unsafe 
place for one billion naira? The 
people come and now serve as 
ambassadors of Rivers State. 
They help to debunk the wrong 
impression created about the 
state in newspapers. The hos-
tile messages against us are 
knocked out.”

 That conference of tradi-
tional rulers came and for the 
first time, he went on, “Some of 
us appreciated the enormity of 
responsibilities that traditional 
rulers bear. The president has a 
traditional ruler, the governor 
has a traditional ruler, and so, 
the assemblage of these royal 
fathers means that Nigeria was 
here. We hosted them well and 
they were happy.

“There is emergency in Nige-
ria at the moment, a situation 
the present leaders seem to 
have taken the nation to. The 
sections seem to be pulling 
apart and the centre seems no 
longer able to hold. Every sane 
voice has warned that crisis is 
around the corner. This is why 
the most important uniting 
voice is that of all the traditional 
rulers put together. But, before 
they speak with one voice, they 
would have to come together 
and create a platform. This is 
what Rivers State provided. 
This is why all the topmost tra-
ditional rulers in Nigeria were 
all united in condemning the 

Nobody will be led by the nose 
to believe what does not exist.”

Okah said Wike is a born 
leader. “There is no doubt about 
that. Leadership also requires 
that you must maintain stabil-
ity; political and economic in 
your state, and transfer the 
same to the centre, if you have 
the means to do so. He draws a 
line between political disagree-
ment and stability. If there is 
anything the state can do to 
promote stability, he would 
not shy away from it. He draws 

As Sultan, Ooni lead the way to 
P/Harcourt in time of tensions
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…Wike’s aides recount critical benefits to Nigeria, Rivers 

L-R: Rivers State Governor, Nyesom Ezenwo Wike, Ooni of Ife, Oba Adeyeye Enitan Ogunwusi and the 
Sultan of Sokoto, Alhaji Sa’ad Abubakar during a project inspection on Wednesday in Port Harcourt. 

Rivers State Governor, Nyesom Ezenwo Wike (2nd L), Chairman of the Rivers State Council of Tra-
ditional Rulers, King Dandeson Jaja (l), Ooni of Ife, Oba Adeyeye Enitan Ogunwusi and the Sultan of 
Sokoto, Alhaji Sa’ad Abubakar during a project inspection on Wednesday in Port Harcourt. 
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violence in the country, espe-
cially the farmers/herdsmen 
clashes and challenged the Fed-
eral Government to rise to the 
challenge and stop pretending 
that nothing was happening. 
All of those who addressed 
the conference spoke in the 
manner; the need for Nigeria 
to stand against this menace, 
against cannibalism, against 
criminality (either as herdsmen 
or cultism), and against threats 
to the nation. 

“We must thank them for 
being able to speak up. They 
spoke with one voice and un-
ambiguously. They have placed 
on record their loyalty to one 
Nigeria and have urged the 
authorities and the agencies of 
government to act decisively 
to save the nation, not mind-
ing whose egg is gored. In fact, 
to drive the point home, the 
Sultan of Sokoto demanded 
for action, a probe, and said 
even if he was found liable, 
that the hammer should fall on 
him. There can be no sterner 
way of putting the message 
out, no clearer call on the FG 

to act, now. 
“The most attractive thing 

for us as a state however is 
that beyond what was said, 
they went to monitor some of 
our projects. Project tour for 
us is medicinal; it is what you 
are seeing, beyond stories, 
beyond photos. The royal fa-
thers went with their regalia. 
It was exciting. Most people 
who had not seen them before, 
and who could not see them in 
their hotel rooms and event 
venues were able to see them 
in their communities. Imagine 
royalties such as the Ooni of 
Ife, Amanyanabo of Opobo or 
Sultan of Sokoto and many oth-
ers that are rare to see.”

Moving from one project 
site to another was like bringing 
VIPs to a lot of Rivers people, he 
said. “The applause and cheers 
during the project sites showed 
that the people were happy and 
comfortable to receive them. It 
showed that the people were 
happy with their governor. The 
royal fathers went to Judges’ 
Quarters in GRA. The judges 
would own the houses for life. 

They also went to the NBA axis, 
to Court of Appeal, the Federal 
High Courts, the Federal Indus-
trial Court, etc, to see what the 
governor has done. They went 
to the Mother & Child Hospital 
fully funded by Rivers State 
government. They also went 
to Pleasure Park along Aba 
road and saw the new develop-
ments that are going on there.

“The royal fathers are regal 
and royal indeed and are most-
ly elderly, so they would have 
no reason to fail to call a spade 
a spade. They have been hear-
ing that Gov Wike was being 
called Mr Project and they have 
had the ample opportunity to 
confirm this affirmation. There 
would be no further illusion as 
to what is capable of running 
his state in a time such as this. 
The Sultan particularly said 
that of a truth, he saw a neat 
city, and that he felt no pangs of 
recession. This is the handwork 
of a man on duty.

“At the end of the day, the 
traditional fathers really ap-
preciated the efforts of the 
Rivers State Government to 

work for the people. We really 
appreciated their sacrifice and 
their coming.”

A Government House re-
port said the top traditional 
rulers of Nigeria commended 
Gov Wike for executing  peo-
ple-oriented projects for the 
benefit of Rivers people.  The 
Prominent Traditional Rulers 
that joined the Rivers State 
Governor for the project in-
spection include: Sultan of 
Sokoto, Alhaji Sa’ad Abuba-
kar; Ooni of Ife, Oba Adeyeye 
Enitan Ogunwusi; Etsu Nupe, 
Alhaji Yahaya Abubakar; Eze 
Imo, Dr Samuel Agunwa; King 
Edmund Daukuro of Bayelsa; 
Emir of Kazuare, Alhaji Hus-
sain Adamu; Alayemore of Ido 
Osun, Oba Aderemi Adedapo; 
the Tor Tiv, Prof James Ayatse; 
and Emir of Fika, Alhaji Muham-
madu Idrissa; and the Chairman 
of Rivers State Council of Tra-
ditional Rulers, King Dandeson 
Jaja, among others from the 36 
states of the Federation.  

Governor Wike supported 
by commissioners from rel-
evant Ministries led the royal 
father to the various sites. 
Speaking at the different proj-
ect sites, Governor Wike stat-
ed that majority of the ongoing 
projects in the state would be 
completed by December 2018. 

The governor stated that 
the Mile One Market was initi-
ated to replace a burnt market 
on the same location and also 
address the challenge of street 
trading.  

Rivers State Attorney Gen-
eral and Commissioner of Jus-
tice, Emmanuel Aguma (SAN) 
told the Traditional Rulers that 
the National Industrial Court 
will help develop Rivers State 
as a judicial hub for Labour 
related cases. 

Commissioner of Health, 
Prof. Chike Princewill in a brief 
at the Mother and Child Hos-
pital stated that the hospital 
will be on stream at the end 
of March, while 75 percent 
of equipment has arrived the 
hospital.  

Speaking on behalf of the 
traditional rulers, Chairman of 
the Coordinating Committee 
of the National Council of Tra-
ditional Rulers of Nigeria and 
Etsu Nupe, Yahaya Abubakar, 
said the projects are making 
life more meaningful for the 
people. 

He said: “We had the oppor-
tunity to see different projects 
that the Rivers State Governor 
is carrying out.  We support 
and encourage him to con-
tinue with the people oriented 
projects.  

“This will go a long to ben-
efiting the Rivers people and 
visitors to the state. He is exe-
cuting people oriented projects 
and we pray Almighty God to 
guide him “. 

So, why were these power-
ful men in Port Harcourt? It was 
clear that the nation was at an 
emergency and such group of 
leaders needed to take a stand 
for the subjects and populace 
to interpret. The task seemed 
done.

Rivers State Governor, Nyesom Ezenwo Wike acknowledging cheers from traders at the Mile One 
Market during his project inspection with traditional rulers of Nigeria on Wednesday 

L-R: Rivers State Governor, Nyesom Ezenwo Wike, Ooni of Ife, Oba Adeyeye Enitan Ogunwusi and the Sultan 
of Sokoto, Alhaji Sa’ad Abubakar during a project inspection on Wednesday in Port Harcourt. 

our spouse. 
For every business, there is 

this five percent that you can’t 
even share with people. But in 
Entrepreneurs’ Organisation, you 
can share that because we have 
this binding oath on us that we 
can share and whatever we say 
remains there. So, you can share 
those fears and because we have 
the opportunity of sharing those 
fears, we find out at the end of the 
day we are better off.

The E.O. I belong to is com-
mitted first to their families and 
to their community and by ex-
tension their employees. Since I 
joined this body, I have a better 
relationship with my staff. At 
times people come here, they 
don’t know between me and my 
staff who is the boss because we 
try to encourage them. We hunt 
for talent and where necessary 
we make them shareholders. 
So the Entrepreneurs’ Organisa-
tion is about growing business 
for long term. We are constantly 
trying to bridge that gap.

And there is something we 
are about to start here in Ni-
geria called the Accelerators 
Programme. For young entrepre-
neurs who are not able to meet 
up the $1 million match, we bring 
them together and start coaching 
them. They become a member of 
this family. They can attend some 
programmes. We will network 
with them, bring them into our 
fold with the hope that we grow 
them to also become millionaires 
and big time businessmen and 
entrepreneurs.

What is your reaction to the 
faceoff between the executive 
and the senate over non-con-
firmation of Monetary Policy 
Committee (MPC) members 
of the cbn?

These are some of the chal-
lenges I am talking about having 
consistent policies and standard-
ized ways of doing things. Be-
cause these are what every other 
person is looking at. I have had 
the opportunity of seeing how 
Nigerians are being mirrored by 
investors, not just what you read 
on papers but the real people 
who have the money and want 
to come in. Many of them are still 
not certain. So, we need to begin 
to set up ways of doing things so 
that from anywhere like the Ease 
of Doing Business, even though it 
has improved, we need to keep 
doing more.

I am glad to also say that cur-
rently I’m writing a book about 
how investor-friendly Nigeria 
can be. I am happy that Forbes 
has agreed to publish my book. 
Sometimes this year, it is going 
to be out. I am using my story as 
a baseline to portray what is pos-
sible for African businesses and 
what opportunities are available 
in Africa. I hope that by the launch 
of the book, we should be able 
to bring more investors into the 
country because a lot of them are 
watching. They have the money 
but they want to be sure that their 
investments are safe.

‘Government should 
make environment...
Continued from page  19
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Apapa: When government dances on graves of businesses, residences
vants and technocrats found 
homes  along its well laid out 
roads and avenues lined with 
flowers and ornamental trees. 
It was a city with a night life that 
drew residents from other parts 
of Lagos to spend their week-
ends at the many pubs around.

But all that have virtually 
vanished and Apapa has got a 
new name, a lurid redefinition, 
a sobering status and a worri-
some phase and feature that 
belie organic development 
characteristic of a port city 
where money is made and seen 
to be made all year round.

Slowly but steadily, Apapa 
is becoming a wasteland, a 
decrepit city where, according 
to William Shakespeare, the 
celebrated English playwriter, 
“fair is foul and foul and fair”.  
This is a premier port city where 
all forms of infrastructure have 
been allowed by government 
to decay and collapse; where 
the environment has been de-
graded almost irredeemably 
by desperate merchants whose 
trucks and tank farms have 
overrun the city.

Surreptitiously, Apapa has 
become an unfortunate meta-
phor for stress, suffering and 
suffocation; it is today devoid 
of any charm and therefore 
avoided like leprosy by those 
who do not have pressing need 
to be there. Going to Apapa 
has become synonymous with 
‘journeying to hell’. The city’s 
new name is congestion every-
where- at the ports, on bridges, 
roads, streets, business prem-
ises and residences.

Many businesses have died 
in this city; many more still 
lucky to continue, have fled 
to saner side of town. Many 
residents who have the means 
have relocated, leaving behind 
empty homes for rats, rodents 
and ‘lucky maiguards’ who now 
enjoy the comfort of castles and 
mansions.

Yet, there is a federal govern-
ment whose duty it is to put all 
these right. This same govern-
ment, in the midst of the waste 
and ruin which Apapa has be-
come, mindlessly smiles away, 
on daily basis, with huge rev-
enue raked from an apparently 
and literally dead environment.

Besides oil, the federal gov-
ernment rakes in huge revenue 
from the non-oil sectors of the 
economy, especially the ports 
where the volume of business 
activities has, in recent time, 
increased significantly on the 
back of improvement in the 
country’s macro-economic 
environment.

The sea ports, notably the 
Tin Can Island and Apapa ports 
in Lagos, account for over 80 
percent of non-oil revenues 
going into federal government’s 
coffers. Government’s pres-
ence at these ports is thick and 
unmistakable with many of its 
agencies at strategic locations 

at the ports “doing their job”.
Import duties and levies are 

collected by the Nigeria Cus-
toms Service (NCS); royalties, 
rents and dues by the Nigerian 
Ports Authority (NPA); dues 
and levies collected by the Ni-
gerian Maritime Administration 
and Safety Agency (NIMASA); 
while certification levies are 
collected by the Standards 
Organisation of Nigeria (SON).

Only recently, one of the 
agencies, the NPA, declared its 
2017 revenue put at N299.56 
billion which exceeded the 
2016 figure of N162.20, repre-
senting 84.68 percent increase. 
In the last five years, the author-
ity’s revenue profile has been 
increasing and, according to 
Abdullahi Goje, general man-
ager, Corporate and Strategic 
Communications at NPA,  the 
authority  in 2013generated 
N154.50 billion while the rev-
enue increased to N159.30 bil-
lion andN180.50 billion in 2014 
and 2015 respectively.

What this means is that in 
the last five years, the NPA 
alone generated about N956.06 
billion for the government.  
Unconfirmed report has it that 
the Customs Service (NCS) 
surpassed its revenue target 
of N1.2 trillion in 2017, while 
NIMASA and SON are yet to 
declare their own expected 
billions of naira generated from 
port business in 2017.

In the midst of all these, Apa-
pa Osgodi Expressway, which 
is the single major route to 
these ports is a death-trap with 
many gullies and ditches. Upon 
these, over five thousand trucks 
of different shapes and sizes 
have overrun the expressway, 
sparing no space for other road 
users.

A contract for the rehabili-
tation of the expressway was 
awarded in 2010 at a little over 
N60 billion to the construction 
giants, Julius Berger and Borini 
Prono. A mini Trailer Park was 
also incorporated into the con-
tract. This contract was scantly 
funded by the Goodluck Jona-
than administration, and almost 
three years into government, it 
has been one story after anoth-
er from the Buhari government.

It took the intervention of Ni-
gerian Ports Authority (NPA), 
Dangote Group and Nigerian 
Flour Mills Limited start the re-
construction of the Ijora-Wharf 
Road which is the second major 
routes to Apapa. That interven-
tion is to cost the three compa-
nies N4.3 billion. That became 
necessary because, according 
to Aliko Dangote, the presi-
dent/CEO of Dangote Group, 
it was a shame to leave the road 
in that condition.

A few days after the take-
over of the road by Dangote 
and others, the Federal govern-
ment announced that it would 
be spending N100 billion on 
the rehabilitation of the Apapa-
Oshodi Expressway. This means 
that, altogether; the two major 
routes require just N104.3 bil-
lion to make them motorable.

It beats the imagination, 
therefore, that the Federal 
Government is finding it dif-
ficult to put those two routes 
in good shape even with the 
huge revenue it raked from 
only one agency, the NPA, in 
one year in the last five years.  
The latest development on the 
Apapa-Oshodi Expressway is 
that Dangote Group is to un-
dertake its reconstruction up to 
Oworonshoki.

For as long as Dangote takes 

to prepare for the reconstruc-
tion, for so long will the express-
way continue to rot away, leav-
ing port users, Apapa residents, 
businesses and sundry road 
users in the mess that defines 
the port city.

The port users, whose busi-
nesses are suffering at the ports, 
are jittery. “Government has 
refused to take decisive steps 
towards ameliorating the chal-
lenges commuters face in ac-
cessing Apapa; they are  rather  
piling-up pressure on Customs 
and other agencies at the ports 
and oppress shippers, who pay 
all the taxes with ridiculous 
tariff in order to generate more 
revenue,” Jonathan Nicole, 
President, Shippers Associa-
tion of Lagos State, noted in a 
telephone interview.

He said that, the pressure to 
generate money from shippers 
was why Nigeria’s Customs 
tariff remains terribly high com-
pared to tariff in neighbouring 
ports of Cotonou. The poor 
condition of the access roads 
into Apapa and Tin-Can Island 
ports, according to him, has 
been pushing up the cost of do-
ing business for shippers and 
manufacturers, whose goods 
and raw materials spend days 
and weeks before getting to 
their warehouses.

Tony Anakebe, a Customs 
Licensed Agent, affirms, saying 
that even though the seaports 
are the goose that lay the golden 
eggs for the government, it has 
failed to invest in the develop-
ment of port infrastructure, 
especially roads.

“Many Nigerians have lost 
their lives commuting on bad 
roads in Apapa in the midst of 
tankers and trailers; govern-
ment has to wake-up to its re-

sponsibilities of fixing the roads 
and providing transit parks for 
heavy vehicles. This has be-
come necessary if Nigeria’s Ease 
of Doing Business Ranking must 
improve”, he advised.   

Besides the economic loss, 
the situation in Apapa also has 
health implications and, ac-
cording to Richard Adebayo, a 
consultant psychiatric and clini-
cal psychologist, at Federal Neu-
ropsychiatric Hospital, Yaba, 
Lagos, travelling on long tragic 
jam can translate into health 
hazards with both physical and 
mental consequences.

“Spending long hours in traf-
fic can be stressful and can 
cause orthopaedic problems, 
like back pains, leg pain and af-
fects circulation of blood, which 
can lead to deep vein trounces. 
It also affects sleeping pattern, 
tiredness, and for those who 
have the tendency of develop-
ing high blood pressure, it can 
also worsen and lowers effec-
tive ability of daily activities,” 
he said.

He added that the mental 
consequences of stress can lead 
to anger and frustration. “Also, 
spending much time in traffic 
affects the temperature of the 
spectrum in men and may affect 
sperm production, leading to 
infertility in some men.”

The stationary trucks on the 
bridges in and around Apapa 
has been described as a ticking 
time-bomb that could explode 
any time if something urgent is 
not done. Both structural and 
civil engineers have warned 
that parking these heavy duty 
vehicles for days has adverse 
impact on the integrity and 
structural stability of those 
bridges with the risk of failure 
or total collapse if not checked.

Gabriel Ojo, a civil engineer 
at Sanni, Ojo & Partners Con-
sulting Limited, argues however 
that it is most unlikely that the 
structure and integrity of the 
bridges will be adversely af-
fected from the point of view 
of overload from the ‘empty’ 
trucks, but many of those trucks 
are not in perfect condition.

He explained that because 
many of them are not in perfect 
condition that are likely to have 
oils, including petrol, diesel, en-
gine oil, brake oil etc, dripping 
on the bridges; these oils are 
organic solvents that naturally 
dissolve the asphalt topping 
and cause the bridges topping 
and the decks to deteriorate 
very fast.

 “Some of these oils also get 
washed down the joints and 
may attack the elastomeric 
or other rubberised materials 
of the joints and will certainly 
reduce the service life of the 
bridges. It is these oils that are 
far more troublesome and wor-
risome than the overload; the 
oils certainly have great adverse 
impact on the integrity of the 
bridge and road structure,” he 
warned.

Continued from front page
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‘There is urgent need to revisit the 
basis of our togetherness as a country’

2018 is a year of politicking 
that will likely witness political 
alignments and realignments in 
preparation for the 2019 gen-
eral elections. What advice do you 
have for politicians?

My advice is not 
only for the politi-
cians but the elec-
torates as well. 
The electorates 

should get their permanent voter 
cards ready, while those who are 
not registered should go and regis-
ter to vote. Politicians will continue 
to treat voters like they do not care 
as long as there is voter apathy. 
However, if voters vote based 
on their conscience, it will send a 
message to the politicians that the 
people will vote them out if they 
do not perform. Sometimes when 
you tell people to vote, they simply 
conclude that politicians are all the 
same. When you conclude like that, 
you only give away your power to 
make a difference in the polity. PDP 
was voted out in the 2015 general 
elections. If the people feel the APC 
is not living up to expectations and 
decide to vote out the party, politi-
cians will realize it is no longer busi-
ness as usual, that the electorates 
now have a pattern of voting that 
is based on performance and not 
party allegiance. Another problem 
with our political system is that Ni-
gerian electorates do not ask ques-
tions from politicians. We should 
be asking politicians for their plans 
for the office they seek to occupy 
before voting them into office; 
instead, we just vote on party line. 

 The later part of last year ex-
posed the plight of many young 
migrants in Libya; most of them 
were from Nigeria and other West 
African countries. Who do you 
think is to blame?

For me, both the government 
and the migrants are to blame for 
what is currently happening in 
Africa, especially in Libya. If govern-
ment provides the necessary ame-
nities and infrastructure needed 
for even development, most of the 

young people running out of the 
country would not. Truth is, there 
is a misuse of resources, people 
who have the means to make 
changes didn’t channel it properly; 
instead of investing in the country, 
most were investing outside or 
just storing the resources outside 
the country. When you talk about 
job or wealth creation, basically 
it’s to create room for people to do 
what they should have done. The 
country has been talking so much 
about agriculture; how much has 
been invested into it to create room 
for people to do what they should 
do. However, what is happening in 
Libya and other places are lessons 
for our youths to take. Where 
you are going to is not better than 
where you are coming from. Ni-
gerian youths should look inward 
for greater opportunities here in 
Nigeria rather than trooping to 
other nations for greener pasture. 

In line with that, what would 
be your advice to the youths, 
especially those still planning on 
travelling out of the country?

The youths need to understand 
that a living dog is better than a 
dead lion. Those who did not go 
to Libya are not dead, they are still 

alive. So, Nigerian youths should 
understand there is dignity in la-
bour and must learn to work hard 
anywhere they find themselves. It 
is equally sad and worrisome that 
governments at both the federal 
and state levels are not willing to 
make the necessary sacrifice in 
initiating and implementing pro-
grammes and policies that will 
better the lots of the youths. As 
such, Nigerian youths are willing 
to migrate in search of greener 
pastures even to poor neighbour-
ing African countries. Nigerians, 
especially the youths, are besieg-
ing embassies pleading for visas. 
The others who cannot foot the 
bills will risk the uncertainty of the 
desert or brave the horrors of the 
Mediterranean Sea. Many more 
at home get engaged as political 
thugs, hired assassins and involve in 
sundry anti-social vices to put food 
on their table. While not making 
excuses for crime, it is a truism that 
failure of past and present govern-
ments at various levels to make life 
meaningful for the citizens creates 
a fertile ground for crime to thrive.

 President Muhammadu Bu-
hari was roundly criticised for 
going to commission projects in 

Kaduna State without visiting 
Southern Kaduna for solidarity/
support. Do you share a similar 
view?

I believe the president has not 
done well by not visiting the trou-
bled spots in the country. He was 
in the hospital to visit his son who 
was said to be on a reckless bike 
ride in Abuja, yet he could not visit 
those people who were killed by 
the so-called rampaging Fulani 
herdsmen. Even for the Benue 
elders to visit the president in the 
Villa was also wrong. The govern-
ment must work out a holistic 
approach to tackling the security 
issue in the country. The governor 
of Benue State has been calling 
for help over the killings in his 
state, and that shows the lopsided 
nature of our system of govern-
ment. Why should everything 
be centred on Abuja while all the 
security apparatus of the country 
is being controlled by one section? 
Why is the governor the chief se-
curity officer of the state but the 
police is controlled by the federal 
government?

Should we take that as support 
for the call for restructuring?  

It is not about supporting a call 
for restructuring or not. When we 
look at the system as it is currently, 
what can we say is working in the 
country? So, we need to open up 
our political system to allow for 
healthy competition that will bring 
about even development across all 
geo-political zones of the country. 
There is an urgent need to revisit 
the basis of our togetherness; the 
country should be restructured in 
a way that everybody feels that 
sense of belonging to the country, 
the system on ground now seems 
to segregate certain people and 
make some people feel they are 
not qualified to be part of the 
country. We cannot rightly claim to 
be one nation, where some people 
sit comfortably in certain place and 
some people can get away with 
some crime while others will not. 
Of course, there will be need for 

restructuring.
 Your ministry believes strong-

ly in holistic and developmental 
education. What, in your opinion, 
is wrong with the education sec-
tor in Nigeria? 

The problem with education in 
Nigeria is that those managing our 
education system do not believe 
in education. It is the same with 
Nigeria, the people leading us as a 
country do not believe in the prog-
ress of the country called Nigeria. 
When the constitution says certain 
amount should be budgeted for 
education, and you consistently 
give lesser budgetary allocation to 
education yearly, do you believe 
in the system? Ironically, the same 
thing is attainable in the health 
and other vital sectors. If in Nigeria 
we have professors who do not 
believe in education, how can the 
education sector develop? Even 
those in ASUU do not believe in 
education; that is the problem with 
the education sector in Nigeria.   

 What is your goal for the 
church this year, and what do 
you wish for the nation?

The essence of the church basi-
cally is to change men from their 
wicked ways to a more godly way 
by the power of Christ. That is ex-
actly the stand of the church – to 
develop people into fully devoted 
followers of Jesus Christ who are 
intentionally reaching those in 
their spheres of influence with 
opportunity to become devoted 
followers of Jesus Christ. The goal 
of the church is constant, even 
though we change our theme for 
the church from year to year. Good 
News Baptist Church is commit-
ted to reaching people for Jesus 
Christ and developing fully devot-
ed Christians who have a growing 
relationship with Jesus through 
the Word, Worship and Prayer; 
who are committed to healthy ac-
countable relationships within the 
Body of Christ, and have a balanced 
approach to stewardship of time, 
talent and treasure in fulfilling the 
Great Commission.

Reverend (Dr) Oluyemi Ayankayode Ilupeju is the Pastor of Good News Baptist Church, Surulere, Lagos. In this interview with SEYI JOHN SALAU, 
Rev. Ilupeju speaks on some key national issues and why the nation as a whole has been performing poorly across various sectors. Excerpts:  

 Ilupeju

76 Hours Marathon Messiah’s Praise to hold in 16 countries this year

The annual 76 Hours Mara-
thon Messiah’s Praise or-
ganised by the Redeemed 
Christian Church of God 

will be holding in 16 countries this 
year.

This year, about 150 Worship 
ministers and choral groups will 
be ministering; this is as the church 
will be dedicating 76 out of the 
8760 Hours of the year to praise 
God and to usher in a new pattern 
of worship.

Countries that will be partici-
pating this year include Nigeria, 
United States of America, Canada, 
England, Australia, Spain, Scotland, 
United Arab Emirates, Cameroon, 
Kenya, Netherlands, Sweden, Ma-
laysia, South Africa, and Ireland. 
This is a giant step in our quest to 
bring Marathon Messiah’s Praise to 
the doorstep of every living being 
on the planet.

Speaking during a press con-
ference to announce the event 
this year, Kunle Ajayi, director of 
Music, RCCG said from the year 
2012 when God handed down the 

vision unto us, Marathon Messiah’s 
Praise has consistently thrilled the 
world while setting new records 
year-in-year-out.

“The Theme of 76 Hours Mara-
thon Messiah’s Praise is ‘The 
Great Redeemer’. It will be held 
between 11am GMT+1 Monday, 
26th February and 3pm GMT+1 
Thursday, March 1st, 2018. We 
are dedicating the 76 Hours of 
this year to praising our Great 
Redeemer, our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ who gave Himself to 
redeem us from sin.

“As we are adding more coun-

tries this year, a new touch is ac-
companying our mode of opera-
tion. To the glory of God, we will 
be having two separate stages 
this year: Nigeria and Diaspora. 
The Nigerian stage will be at the 
Youth Centre, Redemption Camp, 
Nigeria, while the Diaspora will 
have 15 stages spread across the 
15 participating countries outside 
Nigeria.

“The stage in Nigeria will host 
the 76 Hours of Praise and Wor-
ship non-stop while the stages in 
the Diaspora nations will share 
the 76 Hours among themselves 

and it will hold concurrently. This 
implies that there won’t be any 
stoppage on the Nigerian stage 
for 76 Hours non-stop,” Ajayi 
added.

Precious Akingbade, National 
Young Adult and Youth pastor 
RCCG, Nigeria said to ensure a 
hitch-free 76 Hours Marathon 
Messiah’s Praise, over 4,000 peo-
ple have registered to volunteer 
in various departments including 
Music, Sanitation, Welfare, Medi-
cal and in other various key sec-
tions of the programme across the 
participating countries.

IFEOMA OKEKE
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There are many reasons 
access to mortgage 
will continue to elude 
many adult Africans. 
Poverty is one of such 

reasons. There are others reasons 
which, experts argue, are as pro-
found as poverty working against 
majority of the black continent 
population.

With low gross asset value of 
its real estate estimated at just 
€113 billion, Africa is said to be 
economically underweight with 
high-level poverty among its 
people, and this is in spite of its 
large population size. High level 
poverty is reason for the low 
standard of living and sub-human 
conditions in which some of the 
people live.

The continent’s €113 billion 
gross asset value of real estate 
represents only 1 percent of the 
world’s total value, pushing it 
very low relative to other conti-
nents. In Nigeria, for instance, the 
situation is bad. Only 5 percent 
of the country’s housing stock 
estimated at 13 million units are 
in formal mortgage.

The remaining 95 percent 
are said to be ‘dead assets’. But 
analysts see positive upsides in 
this because, according to them, 
this has made the continent an 

Talking Mortgage

(08037156969, chukuroko@yahoo.com)

with
CHUKA UROKOattractive prospect for investible 

funds in real estate.
Home ownership in most parts 

of Africa is almost a luxury be-
cause houses are available and 
are inaccessible and unaffordable 
to many people because of their 
high prices. These prices can only 
be afforded by a few who have 
the means.

The World Bank estimates 
that only 3 percent of the African 
population, about 15 percent of 
the world’s 7.3 billion popula-
tion, has income viable enough 
to qualify them for a mortgage, 
underscoring the level of pov-
erty in the black continent where 
some households live below 
poverty line.

 Nigeria is the continent’s most 
populous nation and is touted as 
its largest economy, yet about 70 
percent of its 170 million people 
lives below poverty line, which 
explains the low home owner-
ship level in the country which is 
a little above 10 percent  of the 
entire population.

It is also estimated that about 
90 percent of houses in Nigeria 
are self-built with less than 5 per-
cent of them in possession of for-
mal title registration. Mortgage 
loans and advances in the coun-
try stand at 0.5 percent to GDP 

in contrast to 30-40 percent in 
emerging economies and 60-80 
percent in advanced economies.

Major obstacles to mortgage 
finance also include dearth of 
long-term funds, absence of a 
secondary mortgage market, in-
adequate branch network of Pri-
mary Mortgage Banks  (PMBs), 
among others which is why a 
great deal of work remains to be 
done to grow housing finance in 
the country.

The growth of housing finance 
in Nigeria , according to Guil-
laume Roux of Lafarge Africa 
Group, needs the support of the 
small microfinance institutions 
in their efforts to expand and 
diversify their offering, adding 
that the growth would also come 
from the large commercial banks 
which are becoming more and 
more attracted by the low to 
medium income segment of the 
housing market.

 Roux’s argument was that 
both the microfinance institu-
tions and commercial banks 
need support to develop housing 
products and build up projects 
which would positively affect 
the low income segment, urging 
organization and institutions 
to help one another to achieve 
these goals.

Nigeria needs to grow housing 
finance through such initiatives 
as ‘Housing Microfinance Acad-
emy’ which Lafarge launched in 
2014 in partnership with Interna-
tional Finance Corporation (IFC) 
and African Finance Develop-
ment (AFD).

Training sessions need to be 
organized to promote hous-
ing microfinance and develops 
the capabilities of banks in that 
field. Roux sees governments as 
critical stakeholders required to 
create the regulatory framework 
that would make the housing 
market work for the low income 
segment, noting that the setting 
up of the  Nigerian Mortgage 
Refinance Company (NMRC) 
and the institutions for housing 
finance, including microfinance 
and mass housing financing, with 
the support of the World Bank, 
is a good example of a platform 
which would facilitate the growth  
of initiatives there.

“This will progressively enable 

a decrease in interest rates in the 
mortgage industry. However, 
more support from the govern-
ment is needed to lower the inter-
est rates for the funding of afford-
able housing and social housing 
projects. Today, they represent a 
cost of up to 30 to 40 percent of 
the construction, which is borne 
by the end user”, Roux said.

It needs to be stated that there 
is a need to improve the afford-
ability of construction itself in 
which case social housing projects 
should be setting the stage by 
showcasing new construction 
techniques that could improve 
quality, deliver faster and reduce 
the cost of construction.

African governments need to 
creatively innovate in order to 
improve the living standard of 
their people through the provi-
sion of affordable and mortgage-
backed housing programmes. 
Also, the mortgage system has to 
be improved to make it not only 
accessible but also affordable.

Why mortgage access eludes 
many adult Africans  

Debo Atiba
www.spiritonomics.org
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There are myriads of 
reasons for offence in 
the workplace or while 
carrying out business 
transactions. These 

could come from competitors, 
employees, colleagues, custom-
ers and various other stakehold-
ers.

You as a business man are ex-
pected to be on your guard as 
with an eagle’s eye to ensure you 
outwit every competitor. You are 
also on the look out to take up 
new opportunities which may 
mean pushout existing players in 
that area. There is an unconscious 
belief in you that every business 
in your line belongs to you, and 
anyone who takes them has tres-
passed. Your emotions usually 
unconsciously allude to this truth.

No doubt doing business re-
quires great amount of focus 
and forthrightness to make it 
a success. The Truth is that in a 
bid to ensure that we succeed at 

The hidden principle of success in the market place
what we do, we forget the most 
important principle Jesus taught 
that can make doing business easy 
and having result effortlessly. We 
forget so soon that as children 
of God “our modus operandi” of 
doing business is different from 
that of the world system. Our 
reactions are like theirs, what they 
are saying and doing is so loud 
and impacting that it affects our 
actions. They may have results, 
but how did they get that result? 
Result could be gotten by killing; 
it could be gotten by fraud, by 
stealing and many other ways 
without recourse to God. And 
in the eyes of the people of the 
world it is still result nonetheless. 
But as a child of God there is an 
easier way carved out by God to 
have untold result effortlessly if 
we tread the path of instruction 
as laid down by God.

My ways are not your ways, 
neither are my thoughts your 
thoughts says the Lord (Is. 55:8-
9). It doesn’t matter how anything 
is being done on earth be it busi-
ness or otherwise, God has His 
own WAY! The scripture tells us 
that the just shall live by FAITH, 
and that without faith it is impos-
sible to please God. But there is no 
way our lifeline which is faith can 
work when we are not working 
in LOVE! I can boldly tell you as 
a business man that the scarcest 
resource in the world of business 

is LOVE. How do you love when 
only one project is available to 
many bidders and contractors? 
How do you love when your 
counterpart was given the same 
contract you had hoped to get? O 
boy, it isn’t easy to walk in love at 
that moment. It is like you are set 
against one another, so it is a con-
tinual fight to keep your identity.

There must be a paradigm shift 
in us that let us know or remind 
us that our world view should be 
that of abundance made avail-
able through the death and the 
resurrection of Jesus. And that 
all things are ours not some. This 
mindset liberates and creates 
room in our hearts to see oth-
ers and their businesses differ-
ently. There is no competition or 
contention on anything, there is 
that understanding that if one 
business opportunity is taken 
or lost there are numerous ones 
that will follow. When we fail to 
walk in the light of this truth the 
feeling of loss, bitterness and 
hatred engulf us, which would 
naturally come without you call-
ing for them. What that means 
is that deep down in our hearts 
(revealing the content of our 
heart to us), the understanding 
that we have about God being 
our Jehovah Jireh (our provider) 
is shallow. Our hope and expec-
tation is centered on the fact that 
God has only one way of doing 

things for us or make things hap-
pen for us.

 If we knew God as the God 
that created the whole universe, 
the God that owns the cattle on 
a thousand hills and with Him all 
things are possible. Our reaction 
to every loss would not be that 
of hatred, anger or animosity, 
rather we would rejoice as com-
manded knowing fully well that 
there is more where that came 
from. We would not need to 
struggle to pray for other busi-
nesses that outwitted us or took 
what we thought belonged to 
us. We would go out shake their 
hands and wish them well.

Now for us to move our busi-
nesses forward and experience 
the supernatural hand of God in 
what we are doing, this under-
standing must be in place and 
very clear. Once it is in place 
whatever blocks LOVE in our 
hearts towards other businesses 
vanishes away, we are only left 
with pure, unadulterated LOVE 
that aids faith in its working. And 
the moment we begin to function 
in this, heavens come down, and 
the glory of God fills yours space. 
The enemy knows this that is why 
perpetually we are kept from ever 
coming to terms with this truth. 
The TRUTH is that nobody needs 
to come down for your business 
to succeed or go up. This is one 
of the ways that our arch enemy 

(satan) succeeds in hindering our 
prayers because our hearts are full 
of offence, and your faith can only 
work by LOVE.

So beloved what must we do as 
soon as we encounter challenges 
like this?

1. When you are threatened, 
you should lift up your voice in 
thanksgiving to God appreciating 
the abundance that He has made 
available. Then begin to lift that 
business in your space up to God. 
Pray that they will not fail and that 
their project will succeed in Jesus 
name. Once you do this according 
to scripture in the book of Matt. 
5: 23, heaven steps into your situ-
ation and you become the next in 
line with greater, better miracle 
than you thought you lost.

2. Position yourself for the pow-
er of God. Please never take this 
for granted, it looks too simple to 
be true, but the power of God is in 
the doing of His word. The whole 
resources of heaven back up the 
word of God.

The design of God for us is to 
never struggle through life at 
anything we embark on. However 
this can only be through the ap-
plication of His wisdom in every 
situation. As you give hear to this 
truth and lift other businesses up 
in prayer you will be dazzled with 
the supernatural power of God in 
your own business.

Remain Blessed.
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Local food machine production for economic growth

 Baje is Nigerian first Food 
Technologist in the media

Benefits

The quest for self-
reliance in food pro-
duction, processing, 
p r e s e r v a t i o n  a n d 
packaging can be ful-

ly realized when the issue of lo-
cal fabrication of food machines 
and equipment  is brought to the 
front burner by relevant policy 
makers  as well as stakeholders 
and adopted holistically. Nigeria 
cannot be talking about sus-
tainable revolution in the agric 
sector if we continue to import 
sundry food machines, most of 
which could be produced locally 
if the enabling environment is 
provided.
The advantages are enormous. 
The technological ingenuity of 
our local scientists, mechani-
cal engineers, systems design-
ers, food technologists, agric 

economists and even welders 
would be put to good use. Thou-
sands of jobs would be created. It 
would enthrone and sustain the 
culture of technological acquisi-
tion instead of distant dream of 
the so called technology trans-
fer. No country worth its salt 
would willy-nilly transfer its 
money-spinning technological 
knowhow to another, least of all 
Nigeria which has refused to use 
what it has(abundant natural and 
human resources) to get what it 
wants (economic stability).
Similarly, we would save scarce 
foreign exchange and reduce 
capital flight. Indeed, experts are 
agreed that if the near comatose 
Ajaokuta Steel Company which 
kicked off on July 13,1979 with 
a global contract agreement 
signed  between the Federal 
Government  and Messrs Tya-
jzh –Prome- Export(TPE) of the 
defunct USSR,  had been seen 
through to its logical conclusion, 
Nigeria’s manufacturing indus-
tries would have reached a high 
level of capacity utilization. By 
now we would have been mak-
ing more money by processing 
our cocoa beans, coffee, cashew 
nuts, cassava chips and sesame 
seeds before exporting them. 
This would strengthen the value 
chain.
Unfortunately, we still import 
most of the machines required 
for virtually all the processes that 
would enhance food security. 
Apart from hoes and cutlasses, 
most machines needed for mod-

ern agricultural practices, includ-
ing tilling of farmland, weeding, 
sowing, irrigation, crop spraying 
and harvesting are imported to 
the detriment of our national 
economy. For years, the Manu-
facturing Association of Nigeria 
(MAN) had asked the Federal 
Government for the lowering of 
tariffs for this equipment with-
out focusing on the gains inher-
ent in local production. Yet, the 
rolling mills, thermal power plant 
and mechanical repair shops of 
the Ajaokuta Steel Company 
would have taken good care of 
production of several of these.

The missing link
On paper, we had policies in this 
direction. But lack of adequate 
funding and  lack of synergy 
between the Ministry of Agricul-
ture and Natural Resources and 
that of Science and Technology, 
as well as Trade and Investment 
has led us to a situation whereby 
we depend on foreign technol-
ogy to solve our immediate chal-
lenges. For instance, PRODA in 
Enugu meant as an intellectual 
incubator for our technological 
leap was frustrated due to lack 
of funds and sustained political 
will. As part of its mandate on 
Engineering Services, the Engi-
neering Division of FIIRO was to 
meet the needs of research and 
development work in addition to 
industries and general public. But 
most of its noteworthy inven-
tions and innovations are stalled 
due to inadequate fund injection.

If it had been fully funded as it hap-
pens in China, India, the United 
Kingdom and United States, the 
various designs and fabrication 
of Machinery and Equipment(M 
and E) needed to demonstrate the 
technical feasibility of completed 
Research and Development(R 
and D) would have been earning 
reasonable revenue. How many 
Nigerians know that it is also in-
volved in cutting of various types 
of gears, machining of spare parts, 
production of cast components 
of iron and aluminum materials up 
to 200 kg weight?Glass blowing, 
refurbishing of spark plugs, electro-
plating of metals, metal forming, 
cropping, aluminum welding, heat 
treatment and foundry casting 
all fall within the ambit of its core 
functions.
Amongst the machines locally 
fabricated are cabinet tray dryer, 
extruder, cassava mash mixer, 
solar dryer and cassava chipping 
machine. Others are oil filter 
press, hydraulic press for cassava 
processing, essential oils distilla-
tion plant and groundnut Sheller. 
Therefore, if the Ajaokuta Steel 
Company was in full operation 
the afore-stated would have been 
mass produced to fast track food 
processes that are carried out 
manually at the rural areas.

Types
With the benefit of local technol-
ogy we now have mechanized 
cassava flour production, produc-
tion of fufu, dry milling of grains 
and legumes, fruit juice extraction, 
cassava-wheat flour composite 
flour bread making and instant 
pounded yam production. Others 

are soy-garri production, soy-ogi, 
soy-dawadawa, starch produc-
tion, edible mushroom production 
and bottling and preservation of 
palm wine.
To maximize the huge potentials 
in this largely untapped sector of 
the food industry a lot still has to 
be done from both the public and 
private sectors.

Master plan
The Federal Government should 
embark on assessing the areas of 
inventions and innovations from 
various departments of food sci-
ence and technology, agriculture, 
agric engineering and related arms 
of engineering across the country 
and their financial implications for 
mass production. What types of 
food machines have been invented 
and fabricated? Who invented 
or innovated them-individuals, 
universities or research institutes? 
Where are they located? What are 
their uses? Where, if possible can 
we obtain local raw materials for 
their production?
In essence, we need to have far-
reaching plans  of an industrial 
revolution far beyond Vision 20-
2020.We have to itemize the food 
machines we are currently import-
ing but which we have the capacity 
for local production. These have to 
be categorized into the following:
1.       Machines for food production. 
2.       Machines for local food pro-
cessing.
3.       Machines for food preserva-
tion.
4.       Machines for food packaging.

Bribery, corruption and the evolution of prosocial institutions: Part 1
moment.

There is something very natural 
about prioritising your family over 
other people. There is something 
very natural about helping your 
friends and others in your social 
circle. And there is something very 
natural about returning favors 
given to you. These are all smaller 
scales of cooperation that we 
share with other animals and that 
are well described by the math of 
evolutionary biology. The trou-
ble is that these smaller scales of 
cooperation can undermine the 
larger-scale cooperation of mod-
ern states. Although corruption is 
often thought of as a falling from 
grace, a challenge to the normal 
functioning state—it’s in the ety-
mology of the word—it’s perhaps 
better understood as the flip side of 
cooperation. One scale of coopera-
tion, typically the one that’s smaller 
and easier to sustain, undermines 
another.

When a leader gives his daugh-
ter a government contract, it’s 
nepotism. But it’s also coopera-
tion at the level of the family, well 
explained by Inclusive Fitness, 
undermining cooperation at the 
level of the state. When a manager 
gives her friend a job, it’s cronyism. 
But it’s also cooperation at the 
level of friends, well explained by 
reciprocal altruism, undermining 
the meritocracy. Bribery is a coop-
erative act between two people, 
and so on. It’s no surprise that 
family-oriented cultures like India 
and China are also high on corrup-
tion, particularly nepotism. Even in 

the Western world, it’s no surprise 
that Australia, a country of mates, 
might be susceptible to cronyism. 
Or that breaking down kin net-
works predicts lower corruption 
and more successful democracies. 
Part of the problem is that these 
smaller scales of cooperation are 
easier to sustain and explain than 
the kind of large-scale anonymous 
cooperation that the Western 
world have grown accustomed to.

So how is it that some states 
prevent these smaller scales of 
cooperation from undermining 
large-scale anonymous coopera-
tion? 

The typical answer is that more 
successful nations have better in-
stitutions. All that’s required is the 
right set of rules to make society 
function. But even on the face of 
it, this answer seems incomplete. 
If it were true, Liberia, who bor-
rowed more than its flag from the 
United States, ought to be much 
more successful than it is. Instead, 
these institutions are supported 
by invisible cultural pillars without 
which the institutions would fail. 
For example, without a belief in 
rule of law—that the law applies 
to all and cannot be changed on 
the whim of the leader—it doesn’t 
matter what the constitution or 
legal code says, no one is listen-
ing. Without a long time horizon, 
decisions are judged on how well 
they serve our immediate needs 
making larger-scale projects, like 
reducing the effects of Climate 
Change, harder to justify. Similarly, 
institutions often lack the punitive 

power to actually punish perpetra-
tors. For example, most people 
in the US and UK pay their taxes, 
even though in reality the IRS and 
Her Majesty’s Revenue and Cus-
toms lack the power to prosecute 
widespread non-compliance; your 
probability of getting caught is low. 

The tax compliant majority may 
never discover that they can cheat 
or how to get away with it and they 
may not actively seek this infor-
mation as long as the probability 
of getting caught is non-zero, the 
system seems fair, and it seems like 
everyone else is complying. Or in 
other words, it’s a combination of 
norms and institutions. But, it gets 
tricky—institutions are themselves 
hardened or codified norms and 
the norms themselves evolve in 
response to the present environ-
ment and due to path-dependence 
of previous environments, past 
decisions, and the places migrants 
come from. Modern groups vary 
on individualism and even sexist 
attitudes based on their ancestors’ 
farming practices.

The science of cultural evolution 
describes the evolution of these 
norms and introduces the possi-
bility of out-of-equilibria behavior 
(people behaving in ways that do 
not benefit them individually) for 
long enough for institutions to try 
to stabilise the new equilibria.

How do we begin to understand 
these processes?

The real world is messy and be-
fore we start running randomised 
control trials or preparing case 
studies, it’s useful to model the ba-

sic dynamics of cooperation using 
a simpler form that gets at the core 
elements of the challenge. One 
commonly used model is called 
the “Public Goods Game”. The gist 
of the game is that I give you, and 
say 9 others, $10. Whatever you 
put into a pool (the public good), 
I’ll multiply by say 3, but then I’ll di-
vide the money equally regardless 
of contribution. This is similar to 
paying your taxes for public goods 
that we all benefit from, like roads, 
clean water, or environmental pro-
tections. The dilemma is this: the 
best move is for everyone to put all 
their money in the pool. Then they’ll 
all go home with $30. But it’s in my 
best interests to put nothing in the 
pool and let everyone else put their 
money in. If I put in nothing and 
they put in $10 each, I’ll go home 
with almost $40 ($10*9*3people 
/ 10 = $37). 

What happens when we play 
this game?  Well, if we play it in a 
WEIRD nation, where prosocial 
norms tend to be higher, people 
put about half their money in, but 
as they gradually realise they can 
make more by putting in less, con-
tributions dwindle to zero. One 
way to sustain contributions is to 
introduce peer punishment—al-
low people to spend some portion 
of their money to punish other 
people. This is similar to the kind 
of punishment we might see in a 
small village. I know who you are 
or at least I know your parents or 
people you know. If you steal my 
crops, I’ll punish you myself or ruin 
your reputation. 

Nwaodu Lawrence 
Chukwuemeka

IDEAS Exchange 
Consulting, Lagos.
     email - nwaodu.

lawrence@hotmail.co.uk
     Cell:   07066375847.

Ideas 

How the science of co-
operation and cultural 
evolution will give us 
new tools in combating 

corruption. There is nothing natural 
about democracy. There is nothing 
natural about living in communities 
with complete strangers. There is 
nothing natural about large-scale 
anonymous cooperation. Yet daily 
we buy coffee from the likes of 
Starbucks with no fear of being 
poisoned or cheated. I caught a 
train on London’s underground 
packed with people I have never 
met before and will probably never 
meet again. If we were commut-
ing chimps in a space that small, 
it would have been a scene out of 
the latest Planet of the Apes by the 
time we reached Holborn station. 
We’ll return to this mystery in a 
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BusinessInterview

Tell us about Shaka Properties 
Limited. What exactly does 
the company do?
Shaka Properties Limited is 
a real estate company that is 

into real estate development, broker-
age, property acquisition and disposal. 
We also handle property management, 
leasing and letting, project manage-
ment, facilitation of overseas property 
acquisition, and so on. Our vision is to 
be a leading real estate investment 
brokerage company globally while 
creating opportunities for investors 
and providing avenue for world-class 
homeownership. 

You currently operate mainly on the 
Ibeju-Lekki axis of Lagos. What is the 
attraction?
To get the best out of real estate busi-
ness, you cannot limit yourself within 
an environment. The best attitude is 
always to go out there and discover 
developing areas. I started real estate 
business in Festac Town, Lagos, when I 
established Shaka and Associates with 
a few colleagues. Then it was mainly 
about renting of apartments, and once 
in a while you find a client that could 
buy a property. At some point I decided 
to venture out, and that was when my 
turning point in the business came. I ven-
tured first to Badagry, where a family gave 
me a large area of land to survey, create a 
layout and sell. That was where I person-
ally bought land for the first time. Then I 
went to Abuja, where I was also able to 
acquire some land of my own. My going to 
Ibeju-Lekki was fortuitous. Someone ad-
vertised a property for sale in Ibeju-Lekki. 
I communicated with the property owner 
via the internet and when I went down 
to Ibeju-Lekki to see things for myself, I 
discovered that the landowner, quite a 
young man, owned very large portions of 
land in the area. It surprised me and I ques-
tioned whether he got it by inheritance. 
One thing led to another and I moved to 
Ibeju-Lekki, where I found that real estate 
practice was more peaceful and organised 
than what we had in Festac. It has been 
about four years now and today, Shaka 
Properties Limited has large acres of land 
in different locations in the fast-growing 
Ibeju-Lekki environment, where you can 
buy a plot of land for as low as N500,000 
and in 10 years the value would grow 
to N50 million depending on the kind of 
development around that corner. We 
currently have a number of estate sites 
for development. We have Lekki Republic 
Estate, Grace Garden Estate, and Shaka 
Republic Estate all in Ibeju-Lekki.

Some of the attractions in the area 
include many ongoing capital develop-
ment projects, by government and private 
people. These include the Lekki Free Trade 
Zone, the Lekki deep seaport, the Dangote 
refinery, and the Lekki airport. So many 
multinational companies are also inter-
ested in the area.

 One issue that worries prospective land 
buyers, especially in an area like Lagos, 
is the difficulty in getting certificate of 

occupancy. How does Shaka Properties 
navigate this challenge?
Formerly it was very difficult to get cer-
tificate of occupancy (C-of-O) for large 
areas of land because of the cost. But re-
cently, Governor Akinwunmi Ambode has 
made it easy for people to apply and get 
their C-of-O directly, whether individual 
or global C-of-O. They used to issue ga-
zettes to communities, which is as good as 
C-of-O. Currently, if you are dealing with 
virgin land, you can apply for land informa-
tion and government gives you allocation, 
you can then process your C-of-O. If you 
don’t have the bulk money to pay, they 
give you the option of paying in instalment 
until you complete the payment. At Shaka 
Properties, C-of-O is not a problem. We 
have got C-of-O for some of our proper-
ties, and we are in the process of getting 
for the rest. We are paying gradually. 
When we complete all the payment, we 
will be issued with global C-of-O.

There have been cases where individuals 
bought land from real estate companies 
for development, only for government 
to come back to say the lands were il-
legally acquired. Do you have any such 
experience?
Such a scenario occurs when a property 
firm is not thorough enough to find out 
government interest in an area. By law, 
every land belongs to government, even 
though customary people have their 
rights to their traditional land. There are 
committed areas, where government has 
mapped out particular zones for particular 
purposes. Sometimes some real estate 
firms that do not apply rigour ignorantly 
acquire such areas. It takes only N10,000 
to do verification on the status of a land 
you want to acquire through the state 
surveyor-general’s office to make sure 
that the particular land you are going to 
acquire is free from government inter-
est. If it is under global acquisition but is 
not committed, you know the process to 
get it out from government. But if you are 

careless and fail to do your due diligence 
and go on to acquire a committed land, 
you will have to face it. But I can assure you 
that Shaka Properties is free from all that.

The other issue is the omo-onile menace. 
How do you handle that?
Omo-onile has always been there. This is 
their culture, you can’t rule it out. It does 
not hinder development in any area. It 
depends on how friendly you are within 
the system. You have to understand it is 
their culture and play along with them. 
Once you play along, it won’t be difficult 
for you to develop your property. You find 
out that they can even protect your site. 
But you have to spend some money.

There are also situations where you 
buy land and if you don’t develop it im-
mediately, someone will resell it. Why 
is this so?
It usually happens when a community has 
sold large areas of land, which they usu-
ally do without consideration for their 
children. When those children come 
up, they won’t see any place to lay 
their hand. As such, any undeveloped 
land within the vicinity is in danger. 
Once you buy land from omo-onile, 
try to put a little development there. 
Even if you don’t have money to fence 
i t  r o u n d ,  j u s t  p u t  s o m e t h i n g  l i k e  a 
room self-contained on it and look for 
someone to stay there. Nobody will 
go there. Any prospective buyer that 
sees that someone is living on such a 
land cannot go ahead and buy without 
asking questions. When you ask, you 
find out that the owner is not selling 
the place. Omo-onile cannot take you 
to a developed land or a land that has a 
structure on it. You buy land from them 
to develop, not to keep. And sometimes 
when you check the receipt they give you, 
they write ‘six months’. You find out that 
after six months they will sell the land to 
whoever is ready to develop. When you 
come back, they will not deny you but 

they will take you to the riverside where 
you can keep your land till thy kingdom 
come. So, once you have money to buy 
land, make sure you keep some money to 
put a structure on that land.

Do those who acquire land through 
Shaka Properties have to go through the 
same experience?
No. When you buy land from Shaka Prop-
erties, your investment is safe because 
we protect your land; it is no longer in the 
hands of omo-onile.

How much does someone need to have 
at hand to be able to acquire land from 
Shaka Properties?
It depends on what you want. We have 
Grace Garden Estate that is currently sell-
ing for N3 million a plot, even though the 
value is N5 million. It is a developing site 
where you can live immediately. We have 
Lekki Republic Estate where you can also 
live immediately because the back of the 
estate is already developed. We also have 
other areas that range between N1 million 
and N1.5 million where you can buy and 
keep for a period of up to two years. When 
you buy from us, you can go to sleep know-
ing that your investment is safe.

Apart from the desire to be a landlord, 
what advantage does investing in landed 
property have over, say, just keeping 
your money in a savings account?
Real estate investment involves the com-
mitment of funds to property with the 
purpose of generating income through 
rental and the growth of wealth through 
capital appreciation. All over the world, 
real estate investment is known to guaran-
tee a steady cash flow from rental income. 
It also guarantees increase in value of your 
investment due to the capital apprecia-
tion. In a place like Lagos State, land is like 
crude oil; it creates value every moment 
of the day. Here, you can buy a plot of land 
at N1 million today and in the next three 
years the value will appreciate to N5 mil-
lion. So, rather than keeping cash in the 
bank and waiting to be paid an interest of 
5 or 10 percent at the end of the year, it is 
better to invest in landed property.

What advice would you give to prospec-
tive land buyers in a place like Lagos?
It depends on your capacity and what 
you have in mind. Sometimes people may 
want to buy based on the area they know 
and have lived before. For instance, many 
who have lived in Festac Town for a long 
time, when they have money to acquire 
property, prefer to buy built-up flats in 
Festac. It is not a bad idea, but you find out 
that the cost of a unit in a block of flats in 
Festac Town can get you a full plot of land 
in a developing area where you can build 
up to two or four units of the same flat 
depending on how many floors you want 
to build. So, from my experience, the best 
place to buy is always a developing area, 
not the built-up areas. Real estate busi-
ness is all about development, and early 
entrants into developing areas that do not 
have much concentration are always at an 
advantage.

‘In real estate business, developing 
areas hold huge advantages’
ANSELM NNABUIFE is the CEO of Shaka Properties Limited, a Lagos-based real estate company with a mission to provide 
world-class real estate investment opportunities through property acquisition, development and construction. In this 
interview with CHUKS OLUIGBO, assistant editor, Nnabuife touches on a number of issues around land acquisition and 
development in Lagos, as well as the business that Shaka Properties does. Excerpts:

Nnabuife
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‘My team and I scout for vibrant, 
innovative, creative vendors’
ADETEJU DOSEKUN is the force behind Event Concierge an online event planning platform, which provides quick 
solutions and a fresh perspective to the way events are handled. In this interview with IFEOMA OKEKE she speaks on 
how her platform is changing the modus operandi of event planning in Nigeria.Excerpts:

What is Event 
C o n c i e r g e 
all about?

E v e n t 
C o n c i e r g e 

launched in 2017 with the aim 
of breaking the barrier of plan-
ning and executing an event. 
In essence, the aim is to make 
event planning as seamless 
as possible for anyone or any 
entity. Currently, to plan an 
event you need to have a lot 
of time on your hands, or you 
hire a planner. There is a lack of 
organisation in the industry and 
Event Concierge fills this gap by 
providing you with the most ex-
clusive vendors thereby, saving 
you time (or money) if you were 
to go out and look for it yourself 
or hire someone to do it.

We work very closely with 
our vendors to give you the best 
prices which are exclusive to 
our service. If you are looking for 
a bargain, without jeopardizing 
the quality of your event, Event 
Concierge is the place to go.

We aim to improve the world 
of events and bring ease to the 
way events are organised; a 
world without borders and a 
place where imagination be-
comes reality. We are deeply 
committed to this cause.

How do you source ven-
dors that you place on your 
platform?

My team and I scout for vi-
brant, innovate, quirky and 
creative vendors. Our team 
consists of people who have 
been operating in the indus-
try for some years and have a 
good eye for detail. We look for 
individuals or companies that 
are doing something different 
or those that are surpassing all 
expectations in the industry. 
We attend various exhibitions 
and high profile events. Our 
aim is to bring our clients the 
best in the industry and so we 
pay very close attention to the 
quality of services provided. For 
example with our food vendors, 
we look at their style of plating, 
menu and the etiquette of their 
waiters and more. Also, you 
can’t just get listed on our site 
without going through detailed 
investigation.

What are the steps you take 
to ensure professionalism of 
the vendors you select?

Like I said earlier, we have 
various steps that a vendor 
needs to go through before 
getting listed on the platform. 
Each potential vendor has to fill 

out a detailed registration form. 
We also conduct spot checks, 
where our vendors send us a 
list of upcoming events they 
are involved in. We will usually 
show up unannounced just to 
make sure they are still provid-
ing quality services.

How many vendors are cur-
rently on your platform?

We currently have about 54 
vendors and counting.

As a qualified accountant, 
what inspired you into the art 
of event creation?

I have always had a passion 
for events. This started at the 
tender age of 10, when I cam-
paigned at school and was put in 
charge of organizing a Michael 
Jackson dance for our end of 
term party. This was the first of 
my many experiences planning 
and executing events. I also 
organised a fashion show in Lon-
don during my summer holidays 
with a team of friends which 
I put together to raise aware-
ness for AIDS, we raised about 
£5,000 and went on to donate 
proceeds to UNICEF. While 
studying accounting in the UK, 
knowing I had great passion for 

events creation, I went on to get 
a degree in Event Management.

After having a fair share of 
experiences of event manage-
ment in UK and in Nigeria , 
what do you think Nigeria is 
still not doing right?

I believe we can work more 
o n  o u r  c o o r d i n a t i o n  s k i l l s . 
The planning that goes behind 
organizing an event should be 
smooth and not chaotic. For 
example it is very unsettling 
when you walk into a venue 
and you have to figure out the 
seating plan yourself, while you 
have about three ushers asking 
you at once what side you be-
long to? To be fair, our events in 
Nigeria are usually bigger than 
the British, but nevertheless 
this is a part of event manage-
ment that I believe we can do 
better. Events, I believe, should 
be an experience. People are 
usually more comfortable with 
the traditional, stressful way 
of planning events but thanks 
to technology it does not have 
to be so.

As an employer of labour, 
how many jobs have you been 
able to create directly and in-

directly and how are you look-
ing at creating more job op-
portunities in Nigeria through 
this unique platform of yours?

As we are a start-up, I have 
five employees and looking to 
grow. We are looking to not 
only employ but empower our 
staff by training and equipping 
them with the right skills.  It is 
important to us at Event Con-
cierge that our employees are 
passionate and hardworking. 
As  w e  g r o w  i n  Ni g e r i a  a n d 
outside Nigeria ,  we plan to 
increase our workforce.

In your own estimate, how 
many job opportunities or 
revenue do you think events 
planning and management, 
(as a sector) contributes to 
the Nigeria economy?

It is not news that the event 
industry is a booming industry 
in the country. We Nigerians 
enjoy celebrating. We are natu-
rally very creative and vibrant 
people. According to Price Wa-
ter House Coopers LLP report 
-The Nigerian Entertainment 
and Media Industry (E&M) is 
expected to generate revenue 
of up to $2.8 billion between 
2016 and 2021 as one of the 
fastest-growing countries.

People complain about a 
lack of professionals in Nige-
ria. What is your take on this 
and how can it be addressed?

That is not completely true, 
we do have very professional 
event management compa -
nies in Nigeria , not a lot but 
however they exist. Finding 
these people might be difficult, 
because of the lack of orga-
nization in the event industry 
and that is why we have built 
the Event Concierge, to guide 
people in selecting the best. It 
is about time people stop set-
tling for mediocrity and start 
demanding quality, this way it 
will force unprofessional event 
m a n a g e r s  t o  w o r k  o n  t h e i r 
craft. At the end of the day, you 
would not walk into a store and 
buy the ugliest dress so why do 
so with your event?

How can government create 
an enabling environment for 
this business to thrive more?

Creativity is usually over-
looked, but these are some 
of the things that contribute 
greatly to the growth of the 
economy. Our culture is rich and 
vibrant and we should invest in 
it. We should have people fly in 
from different parts of the world 
to watch a Wole Soyinka play, 

an exhibition and so on. The 
government can support this 
thriving industry by providing 
grants, training schools, and ap-
prenticeships.

As a successful entrepre-
neur, what is your advice to 
other entrepreneurs to excel 
like you?

Being an entrepreneur is not 
easy anywhere in the world. It 
takes a lot of hard work, persis-
tence, determination and force. 
No shortcuts, you have to be 
committed and ready to work 
hard at what you believe. Al-
ways keep your eye on the ball.

How have you been able to 
create work-life balance for 
yourself, knowing the nature 
of the job?

One of the biggest struggles 
is fitting work, family and friends 
into 24hours. I usually stay up 
after everyone has gone to bed 
to get at least three hours of 
work in. This quiet time allows 
me to complete projects before 
the next day. Thankfully I have 
a very supportive family. My 
family understands and believe 
I am doing what I love and they 
support it 100percent. They un-
derstand that sometimes I have 
to work late and that I might not 
be free to attend every family 
function.

What are your major chal-
lenges on the job and how 
have you been able to navigate 
through them?

The major challenge initially 
was sourcing, selecting ven-
dors and getting them to sign 
on. We used various methods, 
experimented with various 
possibilities before we settled 
with our current model. In ad-
dition, getting vendors to agree 
was easier for me to achieve 
because I have worked very 
hard at developing a positive 
relationship with the vendors 
in the months that we’ve been 
working together. 

From this experience, I learnt 
the importance of thinking 
outside-the-box while solving 
a problem and the importance 
of developing and maintaining 
good relationships. Getting 
people to shift from the tra-
ditional way of sourcing and 
planning events to using the 
platform was another one. We 
dealt with this by introducing 
the platform to a group of key 
individuals in the event industry 
and ultimately won them over 
with the functionality and ease 
of navigating our platform.

BusinessInterview

Adeteju Dosekun



Perspective

I understand the vi-
sion of my boss. I 
feel his pulse in his 
passion to render 
service to human-

ity. In all these, keep it sim-
ple and ensure you make 
input to make your leader 
succeed because that is 
one of the reasons he has 
me around.

“He is gifted. You should 
also pray that God grants 
you the grace to be able to 
understand him at every 
point in time, interpret 
his vision and you must 
be proactive to ensure a 
smooth sail of work plans.

“Again, always show 
deference to your father 
irrespective of your knowl-
edge, exposure or what-
ever because such is the 
heavenly prize you must 
pay in gratitude. What 
Governor Okorocha has 
exposed me to in his mag-
nanimity is nothing money 
can buy.”

The above excerpt was 
how the Deputy Gover-
nor of Imo State, Prince 
Ezeakonobi Madumere 
way back in September 
2016, in an interview with 
some reporters, gave an 
insight into how deep the 
relationship he shares with 
his principal, Governor 
Rochas Okorocha is.

Wake Madumere up 
from deep sleep and ask 
him about his boss, as-
suming there is something 
negative or damaging to 
the image of Okorocha, 
you are likely going to get 
a response not different 
from what he said in the 
above quotation that high-
lights the depth of love 
they share as political as-
sociates and family.

Perhaps, one man who 
understands the chemistry 
of Madumere’s relation-
ship with Okorocha too 
well is Dr. Chuks Osuji, the 
United States of America-
trained historian and un-
disputable public relations 
icon and former Imo State 
director of MAMSER.  

In a piece he wrote 
recently tagged ‘Prince 
Madumere and the dignity 
of politics’, Osuji, a man 
who represents the con-
science of Imo masses and 
the elite said:  “We all know 
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2019: Why Madumere remains 
Okorocha’s best bet as successor

on the succession radar.
Though Okorocha did 

not expatiate on his beef 
with Araraume, he spoke 
so eloquently why Ohakim 
should not be allowed to 
return to the Government 
House, Owerri.

“Ohakim will be on a 
revenge mission and can-
not be trusted with state 
resources any longer,” 
Okorocha said.

Okorocha said of Oha-
kim: “If the former gover-
nor, by any means, returns 
to power, he will loot the 
state blind to make up for 
the long time he was out 
of power.

“I learnt that Ohakim 
is contesting the gover-
norship in 2019. But this 
time, he is seeking for ven-
geance, and if he finds his 
way to power, he will pack 
the money of the state to 
cover up for those years he 
was out of power. So Imo 
people should not allow 
that to happen.

“The governor we want 
is a man that will continue 
with what we have done, 
because my administra-
tion has laid a solid founda-
tion for the next governor.”

Explaining why he has 
not disclosed his likely 
successor, Okorocha said 
part of the reason was a 
deliberate ploy not to ex-
pose the person to harm.

“If I show them my suc-
cessor now, they will kill 
him. The politicians here 
are very wicked, but at the 
right time, when I disclose 
the identity of my succes-
sor, I will stand behind him 
to protect him,” he said.

Tongues are wagging as 
to who the person Okoro-
cha wants to unveil would 
or should be.

What is of paramount 
importance is that the 
governor had indicated 
interest in letting whoso-
ever his choice would be 
to meet the desires of the 
electorate, who eventually 
would cast their ballot for 
the person as stakeholders 
in the Imo project.

M a n y  n a m e s  h a v e 
sprung up in Imo as aspi-
rants to the number one 
seat. Unfortunately, many 
analysts and commenta-
tors know for sure that not 
all those aspiring for the 
governorship ticket of the 
All Progressive Congress 

that Prince Madumere is 
a long time confidant of 
Owelle, long before Ow-
elle became the Governor 
of Imo State. Such a long 
relationship transcends 
political relationship…

“Secondly, it is clear 
that Prince Madumere has 
earned and continuously, 
Okorocha’s trust and con-
fidence, for nearly six years 
now that Owelle went 
into government  with him 
(Madumere), as Chief of 
staff, Government House, 
prime minister and then as 
the deputy governor.

“Evidently, his Excellen-
cy is a unique person with 
different complexional and 
unpredictable operational 
variables. Some may say 
very difficult to compre-
hend appropriately. Yes, 
but like every other individ-
uals he certainly has two 
personalities, the public 
and private personalities. 
One can therefore, say that 
except Owelle’s spouse, 
Prince Madunmere is one 
individual that can ade-
quately read and analyze 

Owelle’s disposition.
“During the years of in-

terwoven relationship, the 
ups and downs, Madumere 
has remained constantly 
and unequivocally loyal, 
trust-worthy and reliable. 
And he has never been 
known to criticise his boss 
in private or in public.

“Besides, he has pre-
ferred to remain as what 
John Collins, a social psy-
chologist, referred to as 
grand master of character 
assessment and adherent 

to ensure that two differ-
ent individuals of different 
kinds remain as one almost 
two in one.

“Furthermore, since 
within the last few months 
as 2019 general election 
is drawing nearer, people 
in various press specula-
tions tend to stir some 
issues of concern which 
Prince Madumere could 
emotionally react to, but 
has remained incontest-
ably calm, quiet and non-
committal, believing as 

SAMUEL NWANJOKU

“

he always believe, he is 
‘Nwachinemere’, because 
whatever he has gained 
from Owelle he gained to 
the cost of his undiluted 
loyalty. And Owelle knows 
it.

“What is more, with such 
noble trust, he believes that 
this is time to continue to 
serve his boss and not time 
to begin to be drawn into 
preventable and worthless 
actions and speeches that 
would compromise his out-
standing qualities for which 
Owelle loves, trusts and 
relies on him. Why must he 
rock the boat?”

Any moment from now, 
Okorocha will unveil to 
Ndi-Imo the man after his 
heart as far as 2019 and 
who succeeds him is con-
cerned.

Going by what Okoro-
cha told reporters during 
the week, he knows who 
will or not succeed him, 
and definitely the likes of 
former Senator represent-
ing Okigwe zone, Ifeanyi 
Ararume or the former gov-
ernor, Ikedi Ohakim are not 

Madumere

Any moment from 
now, Okorocha will 

unveil to Ndi-Imo 
the man after his 

heart as far as 2019 
and who succeeds 
him is concerned
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(APC) of Imo are really 
in the race. To many com-
mentators, there could be 
more spoilers of shows 
than aspirants. 

As I write, none of the 
governor’s associates is 
yet to formally declare 
even though from grape-
vine the likes of Madu-
mere; the Speaker of the 
Imo State House of As-
sembly, Acho Ihim; Okoro-
cha’s Chief of Staff and son 
in-law, Uche Nwosu; his 
former Secretary to the 
State Government, Jude 
Ejiogu, another in-law of 
Okorocha who is a House 
of Representatives mem-
ber, Chike Okafor; a top 
banker with the Zenith 
Bank Plc, Stanley Amuchie 
and George Eche are said 
to be interested in suc-
ceeding him.

When the above per-
sons make their own aspi-
ration known, they would 
join one person, Retired Air 
Commodore Peter Gbujie 
whose has become public 
knowledge, to seek the nod 
of Imo APC electorate.

For the purpose of this 
intervention, the point 
ought to be made that no-
body indicates interest in 
governing a state without 
the person having some-
thing to offer. So, to that 
extent, it is commendable 
that we have such number 
of brothers from Imo with 
genuine interest in taking 
over from the governor 
any time he exits office in 
2019. They all need to be 
congratulated.

But beyond that, gov-
ernance and leadership 
transcend mere show-
ing of interest, and that is 
where we ought to be criti-
cal of whoever Okorocha 
unveils at this point in time.

Suffice, therefore, to 
say that the pedigree, ca-
pacity, and chances of the 
lucky one garnering the 
support of the generality of 
the Imolites in such a way 
that it would turn to elec-
toral victory for the party 
must be the starting point.

The speculation that 
Madumere was poised to 
succeed Okorocha is wide 
and the sympathy for the 
deputy governor deep. 
Forget the political gerry-
mandering going on within 
the Rescue Mission camp, 
insiders and informed ob-
servers of the APC-led 
state government of Imo 
State believe Madumere 
remains first among equals 
and should be favoured 
and positioned to succeed 
his political mentor.

The things going for 
Madumere are legion. 

Apart from being one of 
the oldest associates of 
Okorocha in the Rescue 
Mission political family, 
he remains a known confi-
dant of the governor hav-
ing worked with him for 
more than 25 years.

Even within the Owerri 
zone where Madumere 
comes from, virtually ev-
eryone is at home with 
his aspiration and will be 
proud to work for his suc-
cess which eventually will 
translate to APC success.

In fact, many had ar-
gued that had Okorocha 
earlier unveiled his deputy, 
most of those who exited 
the party would not have 
done so, and that since it is 
better late than never, un-
masking Madumere now 
as the preferred choice 
of the governor would go 
a long way in healing old 
wounds and cementing the 
fractured relationship that 
many fear was injected in 
the party by selfish APC 
political nitwits and kill-
joys who have been selling 
wrong ideas to Okorocha 
knowing same to be faulty 
and not in his interest and 
in the interest of the party 
he has laboured so much 
to sustain.

Those who live under 
the illusion that Madu-
mere’s interest may divide 
Okorocha’s political family 
in Imo State are enemies 
of Okorocha, his private 
and political life. They are 
also enemies of Imo State 
where the people need 
consolidation of devel-
opmental foundation the 
Rescue Mission had laid in 
the past seven years.

Madumere, who is from 
Owerri zone, which has 
not produced a governor 
since the return of democ-
racy in 1999, is equally 

loved in other zones that 
constitute Imo State. Of 
late, all segments of the 
society from across the 
state have been visiting his 
office and home to prac-
tically drag him into the 
race, but he is one man 
who would never jump the 
queue for selfish reason. 
He wants his boss to say 
something first.

Those who understand 
the complexity and per-
plexing nature of Imo poli-
tics will wittingly or unwit-
tingly tell you Okorocha is a 
grand master and has been 
in the game since 1998, but 
only those with perceptive 
minds will come to the 
conclusion that his deputy 
has learnt the ropes like 
no other aspirant or aide 
to the governor no matter 
the pretension.

Ma d u m e r e  i s  m a n y 
things combined – loyalty, 
hardworking, respectful, 
intelligent, educated, hu-
mane, astute administrator, 
entrepreneur, God-fearing, 
family man, and more. He 
is also a young man full of 
untapped energy.

Okorocha , what you 
are looking for in Sokoto is 
in sokoto (kaftan), and if 1 
Corinthians 3: 6 is anything 
is anything to go by, that 
“I have planted, Apollos 
watered; but God gave 
the increase.  So then nei-
ther is he that planteth 
anything, neither he that 
watereth; but God that 
giveth the increase. Now 
he that planteth and he 
that watereth are one: and 
every man shall receive his 
own reward according to 
his own labour,” then, Ow-
elle, your best bet remains 
Madumere.

-Nwanjoku, a political 
analyst, writes from Orlu

“Great ambition is the passion 
of a great character”.
- Napoleon Bonaparte, French 
Emperor

I have met His Excel-
l e n c y,  t h e  f o r m e r 
Vice President, Atiku 
Ab u b a k a r  s e v e r a l 
t i m e s .  H e  c o m e s 

across as someone who 
actually believes that it is 
either we save Nigeria now 
or we allow it to wither. Pin-
pointing that the choice is 
obvious, he insists that de-
lay can be very dangerous.

During our meetings, 
which touched on several 
issues about Nigeria, re-
peatedly, he kept under-
scoring this urgent need to 
repair and revamp Nigeria’s 
unity. He kept insisting that 
there is only one way to do 
this - bring peace through 
unfettered justice and 
sense of belonging to all.

The former Vice Presi-
dent told me that the 
economy could only be 
a necessary corollary to 
peace ensured by justice. 
He insisted that a good 
economy would serve as 
a strong pedestal for the 
rehabilitation, refurbish-
ment and replenishment of 
our health and educational 
services.

“It is time we stop play-
ing games with the des-
tiny of this country. All of 
us must recognise that in-
justice is what is fueling 
separatist agitations. This 
has to be addressed. We 
can’t sweep it under the 
carpet any longer. All of us 
must embrace restructur-
ing,” he volunteered.

“There has to be a po-
litically conducive atmo-
sphere for the country to 
move forward on other 
fronts for us to be able to 
address the challenges fac-
ing our people. It is not pos-
sible the other way round. 
All nationalities should em-
brace restructuring. It will 
establish trust among us all. 
It will renew our commit-
ment to this country. It will 
go a long way to address 
the fears of various nation-
alities and make us stronger 
as a country. We have to do 
it,” he further said.

“I am very glad to let you 
know,” he made it clear to 
me, “that I have succeeded 
in convincing the elders in 
the North of the propriety 
of restructuring. They were 
totally against it initially. 
But I am grateful to Allah 
that I have been able to 

Okorocha

Atiku

bring them around. It has 
been a difficult task, but we 
accomplished it. With the 
same attitude, open-mind-
edness and determination, 
we can cooperatively take 
Nigeria to the next level.”

He informed me that 
“Between the year 2004 
when I first bought the idea 
of restructuring and now, 
I have reviewed and up-
dated my position paper 
a number of times for it to 
address most of the con-
cerns of all of the ethnic 
nationalities in my opinion. 
It can’t possibly satisfy one 
hundred percent of us all, 
but I am very confident that 
more than 75percent of 
Nigerians will buy my idea 
on this subject.”

I asked him, you have 
been in politics for a long 
time. You have been the 
Vice President of this coun-
try. Why do you want to be 
President?

He explained: “It is true; 
I was the Vice President of 
this country. But the way 
our Constitution works, 
you could only be as good 
and as effective as the Pres-
ident wants you to be. The 
President’s ideas are what 
you espoused. His policies, 
as inspired by the party 
manifestos, are what you 
follow and execute.”

He then added, “I want 
to be President to help put 
Nigeria on the path to the 
deserved greatness. I have 
what it takes to make this 
country work. I am the best 
prepared candidate for the 
Office of the President. I 
have not only learnt, my 
knowledge has increased. 
My vistas have improved. 
My horizon has extended. 
My perspective has wid-
ened and my vision is much 
more consummated. I am 
much more mature. I am 
ready.”

He then extrapolated, 
“I have policies on what 
to be done. From resolv-
ing our political crisis to 
bringing our economy to 

the digital age and making 
it competitive. Reforming 
our Education to revitalis-
ing our health sector. Knee-
capping institutionalised 
corruption and unleashing 
the great potentials of this 
great country. I am very 
ready.”

His Excellency told me 
that he is not in the busi-
ness of blaming anyone. 
“My business as the Presi-
dent of this country is to 
proffer practical, result-
oriented solutions. It is to al-
leviate the sufferings of our 
people through a working 
economy and ensure peace 
through justice.”

“There is too much hun-
ger in the country,” he not-
ed, saying, “The pervasive 
hunger has brought about 
seething anger. The injustice 
in the land has exacerbated 
the anger. We are sitting on 
a time bomb. We have to 
detonate it. We cannot al-
low it to explode. We must 
rescue this generation from 
self-destruct. We must give 
hope to the next genera-
tion,” he further explained.

Ruminating, he looked 
into space and said as if 
soliloquising, “I have what 
it takes to build a New Nige-
ria. I have done my home-
work. I have been tested. I 
am prepared. I will work to 
push and put my ideas on 
the party platform. I look 
forward to working with 
other great, brilliant and tal-
ented patriotic Nigerians to 
actualise my dreams and vi-
sion for this country. I pray 
and hope that Nigerians 
would give me the oppor-
tunity to bring to bear my 
wherewithal to chart the 
part for our future. I appeal 
to them to do so. I really do.”

“I am in the process of 
putting my campaign or-
ganisation together after 
which I will unfold the de-
tails of my agenda for the 
country,” he promised.

- Oyeyemi is a journalist 
and public analyst 
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Profit taking depresses All Share 
Index to 10% returns year-to-date

T he All Share Index 
(ASI) of the Nigeri-
an Stock Exchange 
(NSE) which post-
e d  s t e l l a r  p e r f o r -

mance in January 2018 when 
it returned 16 percent closed 
lower on February 8, 2018 at 
12.77 percent, a development 
t h a t  a n a l y s t s  a t t r i b u t e d  t o 
profit taking. Apart from ASI, 
all other sub sectoral indexes 
closed lower when compared 
with their returns as at the end 
of January 2018.

A S I  c l o s e d  l a s t  Fr i d a y  a t 
43,127.92 points compared 
w i t h  4 4 , 6 3 9 . 9 9  p o i n t s  o n 
Fe b r u a r y  2 ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  a 
w e e k - o n - w e e k  d e c r e a s e  o f 
3 . 3 9  p e r c e n t .  Th e  m a r k e t 
capitalisation of listed equi-
ties was 13.7 percent higher 
year to date as it  rose from 
N13.61 trillion in December 
29 2017 to close at N15.47 
trillion by February 9, 2018.

During the week that ended 
Fr i d a y,  4 . 4 2 6  b i l l i o n  s h a r e s 
w o r t h  N 2 4 . 2 4  b i l l i o n  w e r e 
t r a d e d  i n  2 9 , 5 7 3  d e a l s  a s 
a g a i n s t  3 . 2 7  b i l l i o n  s h a r e s 
estimated at N28.12 billion 
exchanged among investors 
in 35,761 deals.  Most of the 
equities traded were from the 
financial services sub sector 
that recorded 4 billion shares 
in trade worth N16.5 billion in 
19,035 deals. The conglomer-
ates industry recorded 167.72 
million shares worth N464.66 
million done in 1,568 deals. 
The consumer goods industry 
w i t n e s s e d  t h e  e x c h a n g e  o f 
137.66 million shares worth 
N 5 . 3 3  b i l l i o n  e x e c u t e d  i n 
4,982 deals. 

“ Th e  m a r k e t  o p e r a t e s  i n 
cycles by going up and down. 
The present downward move-
ment is just a way the stock 
market corrects itself, and it 
will still come up again”, Sa-
h e e d  Ba s h i r,  Se n i o r  An a l y s t 
at Meristem Securities, said. 

“ Th e  s t e l l a r  p e r f o r m a n c e 
attracted profit takers to the 
market”,  a senior analyst in 
the industry who did not want 
his name in print said. 

The Exchange Traded prod-
ucts sub sector recorded 10 
deals in which 1.2 million units 
w e r e  t r a d e d  w o r t h  N 6 . 9 5 
b i l l i o n  l a s t  w e e k  c o m p a r e d 
w i t h  3 2 , 1 8 9  u n i t s  t r a d e d  i n 
the week before worth N1.29 
million in 19 deals. 

The bonds sub sector was 
less active last week as 14,779 
u n i t s  o f  F G  b o n d s  v a l u e d 
a t  N 1 4 . 0 5  m i l l i o n  w e r e  e x -

TELIAT SULE

changed among traders in 18 
deals as against 16,268 units 
that were traded in the week 
before valued at N17.05 mil-
lion in 28 deals. 

Meanwhile,  investors that 
b e t  o n  p e n n y  s t o c k s  a t  t h e 
beginning of the year have ev-
ery reason to smile as most of 
them have outperformed the 
All Share Index (ASI).  Unity 
Bank rose by 245 percent year 
to date; Wema Bank, 148 per-
cent; Caverton, 133 percent; 
St e r l i n g  Ba n k ,  1 1 8  p e r c e n t ; 
Sk y e  Ba n k ,  1 1 4  p e r c e n t ,  t o 
emerge as the top performing 
stocks years to date. 

An n o u n c e m e n t s  a n d  Ap -
p o i n t m e n t s  i n  F e b r u a r y 
1-9,2018 

* African Registrars launches  
USSD Code*4018#  for share-

holders to check outstanding 
dividend, shareholder balance, 
confirm bank mandate, check 
postal address and e-mail ad-
dress through mobile phones.

*  S e p l a t  Pe t r o l e u m  a l l o t s 
25, 000,000 ordinary shares 
to Stanbic IBTC Trustees Lim-
ited. 

* UACN announces share -
h o l d e r s  t h a t  o w n  5  p e r c e n t 
and above: Stanbic IBTC Nom-
i n e e s ,  8  p e r c e n t ;  Bl a k e n e y 
G P  1 1 1  Lt d ,  6  p e r c e n t  a n d 
Themis Capital Management, 
8 percent.

*  Ac c e s s  Ba n k  a n n o u n c e s 
S t a n b i c  I B T C  N o m i n e e s  a 
s h a r e h o l d e r  t h a t  o w n s 
5,316,785,890 ordinary shares 
representing 18.39 percent of 
the company’s total ordinary 
shares. 

*  Custodian and Allied Plc 
announces Gratitude Capital 
Limited as a shareholder con-
trolling 12.17 percent of its 
ordinary shares.  

* Afromedia Plc announces 
the appointment of Olufemi 
S u n d a y  O l a i y a  a s  t h e  E D /
C O O  M e d i a  Bu s i n e s s  U n i t 
following the resignation of 
S.O.S. Nwachukwu.  

 * AIICO Insurance appoints 
Kadiri Adewale Abass as Ex-
ecutive Director(Technical)

 * Guinness Nigeria appoints 
Stanley Njoroge as Executive 
Director,  Finance and Strat-
egy, with effect from March 
1st 2018.

 *  E q u i t y  A s s u r a n c e  P l c 
c h a n g e s  c o r p o r a t e  n a m e  t o 
Sunu Assurance Plc



Nigerians bemoan FG’s poor 
enforcement of consumer rights

Co n s u m e r 
Pr o t e c t i o n 
C o u n c i l 
(CPC) was 
established in 

1992 to provide speedy 
redress to consumers’ 
complaints through ne-
gotiation and conciliation.

The council was also set 
up to seek ways of elimi-
nating from the market 
hazardous products and 
causing offenders to re-
place with safer and more 
appropriate alternatives.

Despite the mission of 
the agency, reports show 
that Nigerian consumers 
over the years have been 
subjected to severe ex-
ploitation. They have been 
continuously served with 
substandard, fake and at 
times, expired products.

Producers and deal-
ers even create artificial 
scarcity of products just 
to make excess profits. 
While consumers on their 
part accept and pay for 
goods without adequate 
assurance of quality or 
quantity.

However, investigation 
showed challenges faced 
by consumers in enforcing 
their rights, which include; 
low level of literacy, ab-
sence of customer educa-
tion about market trends 
and high poverty rate.

Some customers are 
not aware of the role of 
CPC not to talk of taking 
their complaints to the 
agency.

Ag a i n s t  t h i s  b a c k -
ground, our correspon-
dent spoke to some con-
sumers to ascertain if 
they were aware of their 
rights and how often 
they enforced it.

Chukwudinma Sime-
on, an educationist, told 
BDSUNDAY that even if 
he was aware of his rights 
as a consumer that he was 
not interested in it.

“An average Consumer 
Protection Right agent is 
not likely to provide you 
any service, unless he is 
sure of deriving benefit 
from it. So, the agent can 
only protect you if he 
stands to gain something 
from you,” Simeon said.

According to him, “As-
suming l have the resourc-
es to obtain justice, l might 
seek for their services. 
Look at this example, the 
governor of Lagos State, 
Ak i n w u n m i  Am b o d e 
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Consumer Watch

banned hawking in the 
state and made it a punish-
able offence.

“However, this has not 
deterred hawkers from 
constituting a nuisance 
ranging from sale of fake 
products to causing grid-
lock on the road.”

He further observed 
that the law against hawk-
ers was not being enforced 
because of the unwilling-
ness of the agency to do 
so, alleging that the agency 
is rather, more interested 
in collecting gratification 
from offenders.

“Such issues make ex-
isting laws of consumer 
protection unenforceable, 
with justice going to the 
highest bidder. It is not pos-
sible for a poor man who 
is also a poor consumer to 
get justice in Nigeria over a 
well to do manufacturer or 
merchant because he does 
not have the resources to 
pursue the case,” he said.

Si m e o n  t h e r e f o r e , 
stressed the need for the 
management of the agen-
cy to improve the psyche 

of its workers.
“They should be trained 

to do their job better with-
out fear or favour. If they 
do their jobs without com-
promise, consumers will 
have confidence in them 
and be willing to report 
any matter because they 
are sure to obtain justice,” 
he added.

Okechukwu Eze, a 
subscriber to one of the 
biggest telecom service 
providers in the country 
said he did not know about 
CPC, while responding to 
questions about alleged 
spurious charges of one 
of the providers and their 
poor services.

Eze said he was not 
aware of the existence of 
such body, adding that it 
would be a waste of his 
time and resources going 
to CPC or any other body 
saddled with the duties of 
consumer protection to 
register any complaint.

According to him, the  
telecommunications ser-
vice providers do not have 
regard for their  customers, 

ates of minerals; l was glad 
because l was compen-
sated,” Okoro said.

Consumers like Chidi 
Madu, Fumi Alawade, 
Olutayo Jackson, Tony 
Goodluck and Moham-
med Oluwatayo said they 
would not like to make it 
an issue, because they did 
not have money to go to 
court.

The existence of the 
imbalance of knowledge 
and power relationship 
between the producers 
of goods and services and 
customers, they said had 
resulted in the repulsive 
marketing environment 
and situations that con-
sumers are being exposed 
to.

“Another example is 
the ugly activities of the 
electricity distribution 
c o m p a n i e s  ( Di s c o s) , 
where these companies 
keep their customers in 
perpetual darkness even 
after paying the cut-throat 
bills they charge in the 
name of estimated billing. 

These days, it is provok-
ing for a consumer living 
in a 2- room apartment 
in say within Surulere, to 
be charged the sum of 
N20,000 (Twenty-thou-
sand) for a month,” a re-
tired female teacher, who 

spoke on condition of ano-
nymity, said  

Kenneth Aburo, an 
electricity consumer, also 
deplored the activities of 
PHCN, saying that it has 
reached the level where 
people should be prepared 
to raise alarm to the appro-
priate quarters.

“I doubt if government 
agencies which have the 
duty of protecting con-
sumers can confidently 
caution PHCN, not to talk 
of individuals. Consum-
ers are deliberately de-
ceived by some desperate 
producers and dealers; 
this is a common thing in 
the service industry. For 
instance, consumers of 
electricity are made to pay 
exorbitant estimated bills 
without commensurate 
services being rendered,” 
Aburo said.

According to him, “In 
transportation, consum-
ers are made to pay high 
transportation fares only 
to board rickety vehicles 
that break down on the 
road leaving them strand-
ed with no refund of fare 
paid.

“In all of these, Nigerian 
consumers’ apathy, igno-
rance, low level of edu-
cation and poverty deny 
them the power to assert 
their rights,” he noted.

Consumer rights activ-
ists are of the view that 
government has not lived 
up to its promises in pro-
tecting its consumers from 
the claws of manufactur-
ers, businessmen and ser-
vice providers whose main 
aim is to make profit at the 
expense of the populace.

According to them, it 
will be wrong to suggest 
that there are no adequate 
laws that govern consum-
er protection in Nigeria.

“The problem is not the 
non-availability of laws, 
but ignorance of the laws 
by consumers and the 
unwillingness of those in 
authority to implement 
them,” they said.

In all,  the activists 
stressed the need for 
CPC and other agencies 
saddled with the duties 
of protecting consumers’ 
rights in Nigeria to intensi-
fy their efforts in educating 
consumers on their rights.

Such attempt they say 
will go a long way in en-
lightening Nigerians on 
steps to take when their 
rights as consumers are 
violated.

adding, “The service sub-
scribers have systemati-
cally received from one of 
the  providers in Nigeria 
with a major share of the 
market, a mix of rudeness, 
lies, disrespectful treat-
ment and frustration.

“They are aware that 
their Nigerian consum-
ers do not have the finan-
cial backing to challenge 
them,” Eze said.

Justina Okoro, a soft 
drink brand retailer at 
Okota, Isolo Local Gov-
ernment Area (LGA) of 
Lagos State, said she was 
aware of her rights and had 
on some occasioned used 
such rights.

T h e  m i d d l e - a g e d 
woman said she had last 
year gone to the soft drink 
manufacturer’s office in 
Ikeja with his lawyer to 
complain about adulter-
ated drink containing 
cockroach.

“After my lawyer wrote 
to the firm, they respond-
ed positively and reward-
ed me with branded cooler 
of the firm and some cre-

Babatunde Irukera, director-general, Consumer Protection Council 

NGOZI OKPALAKUNNE

They should be 
trained to do 
their job better 
without fear or 
favour. If they do 
their jobs with-
out compromise, 
consumers will 
have confidence 
in them and be 
willing to re-
port any matter 
because they are 
sure to obtain 
justice
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Consumers: LG offers 
Gencool AC to beat the heat

The feeling of stepping 
out of a hot day into an 
air conditioned home 
brings nothing but 
comfort. In comfort-

able conditions people tend to 
work more efficiently, says LG 
Electronics. “If the room tem-
perature is high then we feel 
uncomfortable which causes ir-
ritation and lack of concentration. 
We also get tired faster when the 
temperature is high but in a cool 
environment with a befitting air 
condition unit like LG All New 
Gencool one is bound to feel good 
and at peace thereby ensuring 
optimum productive capacity”, 
LG said in a statement.

There is no doubt harsh weath-
er affects people differently, but 
most of the time they have a nega-
tive effect on the overall health 
condition of people.

Gone are the days, when air 
conditioners were seen as luxury 
items in the home because it 
comes with extra   cost that in-
cluded big generators to power 
and even when powered with on 
grid light they were consuming 
power. To ensure that it meets 
the desires of its esteemed con-
sumers LG came up with the 
advanced All New Gencool Air 
conditioner with Dual Inverter 
technology.

This, the company said  is in 
its determination to offer Nige-
rians a cutting edge technology 

especially consumers seeking En-
ergy efficient products. “The air 
conditioner is renowned for its 
ability to save as much as 70% 
on electricity consumption with 
40% faster cooling, thereby re-
ducing bills. The All New Gencool 
Air Conditioner features a Dual 
inverter compressor with 10 Year 
Warranty that helps users enjoy 
benefits of LG air conditioner for 
a longer period of time”, it said in 
the statement.

LG Electronics said it under-
stands the desires of its esteemed 
consumers hence its determina-
tion to offer Nigerians cutting 
edge technologies especially con-
sumers seeking Energy efficient 
products.

The statement quoted one 
of LG customers who  shared 
his experience, saying: “the All 
New Gen Cool AC works seam-
lessly with his 0.7 KVA Generator 
(Popularly referred to as “I pass 
my neighbor”) which is a popular 
source of power among Nigerian 
populace. This is a clear departure 

from the conventional ACs. With 
this unique feature, LG has dem-
onstrated clearly that it possesses 
the ability to meet the needs of 
consumers who wants to use AC 
with small capacity generators 
without necessarily worrying 
about the start-up electric power 
for optimum performance in Ni-
geria anymore.”

The Air conditioner comes 
with a feature that ensures a 40% 
torque vibration reduction result-
ing in the quietest operation of 
outdoor unit. 

The 15 degrees tilted skew fan 
minimizes the surface friction of 
the blade when in contact with 
the air.

LG further said that it is com-
mitted to providing advanced 
technologies that are energy ef-
ficient and eco-friendly.  The All 
Newgen Cool comes with multi-
protection filter that removes 
up to 99.99% particles providing 
a safer living environment and is 
capable of making a big difference 
to air quality in the home.

Pinkberry enters Nigerian’s 
multimillion Naira yoghurt market

The high demand for yo-
ghurt products in Nige-
ria’s rising population of 
about 170 million has at-

tracted Pinkberry , famous frozen 
yogurt brand which originated 
in California, USA into Nigerian 
market. The shops, in partnership 
with Eat N’Go Limited last week 
berthed on Admiralty way Lekki 
Phase 1 and Aromire Street, Ikeja, 
Lagos.

 “We are excited to bring and 
finally serve a distinctly light and 
refreshing taste of frozen yogurt 
in Nigeria,” Aaron Serruya, Presi-
dent and CEO of Pinkberry Inter-
national said in a statement. “We 

are happy to serve and become a 
local favorite of the sophisticated 
community in Lagos in partner-
ship with Eat N’GO Limited, who 
shares our values and commit-
ment on exceeding customer 
expectations day in and day out”

“The addition of Pinkberry will 
introduce Nigeria to the fresh 
flavors like no other, outstanding 
service and sophisticated style 
for which the brand is known,” 
says Charbel Antoun, Chairman, 
Eat N’Go Limited who told news-
men at the unveil of the shop in 
Lagos recently that the company 
relies on about 80 local sourcing 
of materials..

He said Pinkberry is committed 
to uncompromising quality.  Our 
premium frozen yogurt is made 
fresh daily with only the high-
est quality ingredients including 
nonfat milk and nonfat yogurt 
to deliver the perfect balance of 
tart and sweet, resulting in a re-
freshing, light and craveable taste 
with a clean finish.   Each flavor is 

expertly crafted to complement 
fresh seasonal fruit that is cut 
in-store every single day – never 
frozen, in syrup or canned, and 
our over 30 toppings are each 
thoughtfully selected as perfect 
pairings to our yogurt. 

According to him, the  Lagos 
locations will be serving Pink-
berry’s six distinctive flavors: the 
signature Original flavor, a sweet 
and tart yogurt with a refreshing 
finish; Wild Berry, a medley of 
blueberries, strawberries and 
raspberries all in one bite; Passion 
Fruit, intensely tart and flavor-
ful made with real passion fruit 
puree; Pina Colada, sweet and 
refreshing taste of coconut and 
pineapple that takes you to a trop-
ical paradise; Chocolate Hazelnut, 
a creamy, delightful chocolate 
with a hint of sweet hazelnut; and 
Cookies & Cream, a creamy and 
sweet chocolaty yogurt with tiny 
bits of cookie pieces and a touch 
of vanilla that will make you crave 
for more.

 

Jumia Travel recognises players 
in Nigeria’s travel industry

Jumia Travel, Africa’s foremost 
online travel agency, recently, 
celebrated the 2nd edition of 
the Nigeria Travel Awards.  

The awards aimed at celebrating 
hoteliers, airlines and travel web-
sites for their contributions to the 
success of the travel, hospitality 
and tourism industries in 2017, 
as well as to encourage provision 
of improved quality services to 
Nigerians.  

Omolara Adagunodo, MD, 
Jumia Travel Nigeria said: “the 
objective of the awards event 
is to recognise the good work 
that different players within the 
travel and tourism industry are 
putting in to ensure customers 
are satisfied. As you know, our 
mission is to democratize travel 
in Africa because we believe 
travel makes better people and 
stronger business. To achieve 
this, we want to make travelling 
safer, easier, and more enjoyable 
for everyone at every budget.”

Similarly, the Director-Gener-

Stories by DANIEL OBI

al of the Nigeria Tourism Devel-
opment Commission (NTDC) 
Folorunsho Coker, called on 
Nigerians to promote domestic 
tourism by looking inwards and 
growing the nation’s tourism 
policy to enable the sector real-
ize its full potentials.

Coker stressed the need to 
market, promote and bring the 
world to Nigeria using the nu-
merous tourist attractions in the 
country. “To make tourism at-
tractive”, he said, “certain steps 
must be taken. He listed these 
steps as: reviewing laws that 
don’t go along with recent trends 
in the industry; training person-
nel to understand how the indus-
try works; putting infrastructure 
of tourism in place by investing 
in tourism assets; producing 
tourism events to international 
standard and doing away with 
bureaucratic bottlenecks that 
hinder access to finance meant 
for promoting tourism in the 
country.”

CNN rallies students to join 
#MyFreedomDay campaign to fight 
modern-day slavery

Fo l l o w i n g  t h e  t r e m e n -
dous success of last year’s 
#MyFreedomDay call 
to action, CNN is once 

again encouraging young people 
around the globe to raise their 
voices on March 14 to generate 
awareness of modern-day slav-
ery, a statement has said.

From panel debates to film 
screenings and marches, stu-
dents from hundreds of schools 
– spread across six continents 
and representing more than 
100 countries – came together 
on March 14, 2017 to form a 
global community and take on 
one of the world’s most press-
ing problems, generating social 
engagement that reached 160 
m i l l i o n  Fa c e b o o k  t i m e l i n e s 
around the world.

Tony Maddox, EVP and Man-
aging Director of CNN Inter-
national said in the statement: 
“The Freedom Project has gath-
ered momentum every year 
since its inception, making a 
clear and demonstrable impact 
on modern day slavery. Last 
year’s inaugural #MyFreedom-

Day took it a step further, har-
nessing the determination of 
young people around the world 
to put an end to slavery once 
and for all. But as CNN’s report-
ing on slave auctions in Libya in 
recent months showed, we still 
have much to do. This year’s 
# My Fr e e d o m Da y  w i l l  h e l p 
maintain that momentum, and 
push this issue to the top of the 
agenda.”

Driving #MyFreedomDay is 
a simple question: ‘What does 
freedom mean to you?’ CNN is 
asking young people to share 
their responses via text, photo or 
video across social media using 
the #MyFreedomDay hashtag.

CNN and the CNN Freedom 
Project, the network’s award-
winning initiative focused on 
reporting stories of modern-day 
slavery, will show the world what 
these students, schools and com-
munities are doing to fight slavery 
with live coverage across CNN’s 
television and social platforms 
on March 14 as well as through 
a digital homepage takeover at 
CNN.com/myfreedom.



Moses Majekodunmi: Genius, 
greatness and humility personified
SIAKA MOMOH

I had the priviledge of having an 
interview with highflying Nige-
rian gynaecologist, obstetrician 
and politician, Chief Moses Ad-
ekoyejo Majekodunmi, in April 

1986 whilst I  was in Vanguard. The 
chat held at his home tucked behind 
the marble house housing the Dangote 
Group Headquarters in Falomo, Ikoyi 
Lagos. The conversation that followed 
revealed him as one of the rare gems 
Nigeria is blessed with.

Early life and education
 Majekodunmi, who passed on to glory 
in 2012 at the age of 95, was truly a 
rare gem. This son of famous Egba 
aristocrat, Late Chief James Benard 
Majekodunmi, was born in Abeokuta in 
August 1916. He studied at Abeokuta 
Grammar School, St. Gregory’s Col-
lege, Lagos, before proceeding to the 
University of Dublin where he earned 
a degree in Anatomy and Physiology 
in 1936. He also earned a 1st Class 
degree in Bacteriology and Clinical 
Medicine in 1940.

Medical career
In Ireland, he worked as in-house phy-
sician at the National Children’s Hos-
pital and the Rotunda Hospital from 
1941 to 1942. In 1943, he joined the 
Federal Government Medical Services 
as a medical doctor and established 
his medical practice. He played key 
roles in the establishment of the Lagos 
University Teaching Hospital and also 
founded Saint Nicholas Hospital in 
Lagos, which opened in March 1968.

Appointment as sole administrator of 
Western Region
He was elected into the Nigerian Sen-
ate in 1960. He was appointed sole 
administrator of Western Region in 
June 1962 after a political crisis in the 
region, holding office in place of the 
Premier,  Samuel Ladoke Akintola, until 
December that year.

Th e  c r i s i s  w a s  d u e  t o  a  s t r u g g l e 
b e t w e e n  Ak i n t o l a  a n d  t h e  f o r m e r 
Western Region Premier Chief Oba-
femi Awolowo, which had led to vio-
lent scenes in the House of Assembly. 
On  a d v i c e  f r o m  t h e  p o l i c e ,  o n e  o f 
Majekodunmi’s first acts was to sign 
restriction orders to detain leaders of 
both factions. After the situation had 
stabilized, Akintola resumed office on 
January 1, 1963.

Dr Majekodunmi gave details of the 
crisis in my interview with him in 1986. 
Said he: “There was problem within 
the Action Group, the ruling party in 
Western then and the condition for 
maintaining peace and orderly govern-
ment broke down. The Governor, Sir 
Odeleye Fadahunsi, and the Premier 
in turn dismissed the Premier, Late 
Samuel Ladoke Akintola, and the Pre-
mier in turn, dismissed the Governor. 
The House of Assembly met but broke 
up in disorder. Kessington Momoh was 

hit on the head and led out of the As-
sembly Chambers, bleeding profusely.

“A member picked up the Mace and 
a t t e m p t e d  t o  s m a s h  t h e  Sp e a k e r ’s 
head with it. The Mace hit the table and 
got damaged and there was a free-for-
all fight in the Chamber of the House. 
Police cleared the Chamber with tear 
gas.

“This event led the Prime Minister, 
Alhaji Tafawa Balewa , to convene a 
m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  Fe d e r a l  Pa r l i a m e n t 
and the Parliament declared a state 
of emergency in the Western Region 
according to the constitution of the 
country. And I was appointed the Ad-
ministrator of Western Nigeria.”

Tribute by J. K. Randle as reported 
in nationalmirroronline.net

The following tribute for M. A. Ma-
jekodunmi by Bashorun J.K. Randle tells 
us more about this Nigerian of note: 

 ‘Papa was genius, greatness and 
humility personified. He was first and 
foremost my father’s friend and ally – 
in building bridges across race, tribe 
and religion. However, he graciously 
transferred that mutual affection to 
me to the extent that I  sometimes 
wondered what I had done to merit 
his trust and confidence. Alone, in his 
bedroom we talked for hours – just like 
father and son. I could not but marvel 
at the vastness of his knowledge about 
virtually every subject – from medicine 
to politics,  philosophy, culture and 
above all his sense of history combined 
with his great sense of humour.

From the age of 26 when he quali-
fied as a doctor he ran the marathon of 
distinction in several areas of human 
endeavour for almost seventy more 
years. He was truly a legend and an icon.

His optimism about Nigeria and its 
immense potentials was boundless 
and on numerous occasions he man-
dated me to pass on his wisdom to the 
powers that be. Sadly, they were not 
listening!!

For me, the defining moment was 
when after the June 12, 1993 election 
he put his life at risk by leading twelve 
other eminent Nigerians to protest 

at Ibara in Abeokuta over a decade 
ago – but not much has changed since. 
Instinctively, both of us knew that it 
was time to say farewell.

Back in my car, I could not hold back 
the tears, what a great life he has lived 
.Success and pain came in equal mea-
sures but he was always at peace with 
his loving wife Auntie Katsina, devoted 
children, grand children, great grand 
children and above all his creator.”

Lesson: The issues raised by Moses 
Adekoyejo Majekodunmi, Nigerian el-
der, elite, politician, distinguished medi-
cal practitioner, are still with us years 
after he raised them!   “…no electricity; 
no security of life; bombs going off ev-
erywhere; Muslims versus Christians, 
north versus south, east versus west 
and vice versa, corruption galore; im-
punity and oppression.”  When will the 
desired change come? When?

Siaka Momoh, a media consultant, 
can be reached via siakamomoh@

yahoo.com; 234-8061396410; 
tweets: @RealSectorNow

against General Sani Abacha’s subver-
sion of the democratic process.

Sadly, a few weeks ago when I last 
saw Papa , he was very subdued and 
s o m e w h a t  m e l a n c h o l i c  a b o u t  t h e 
state of affairs in our dear Nigeria and 
the litany of woes – no electricity; no 
security of life; bombs going off ev-
erywhere ; Muslims versus Christians, 
north versus south, east versus west 
and vice versa, corruption galore; im-
punity and oppression.

For the first time ever, he had no 
message for me to pass on to the pow-
ers that be. What pained him most was 
the realisation that this is not the same 
country for which he and his genera-
tion strove to build on the tabernacle 
of justice and fairness. Others have 
decided that there will be no peace 
until the country is broken into pieces.

He  r e m i n d e d  m e  o f  h o w  h e  a n d 
the Late Chief S. O. Adebo, Nigeria’s 
former Permanent Representative to 
the United Nations, had ended up with 
tears in their eyes lamenting what had 
become of Nigeria late one evening 

NewsmakersOfYesteryears

Majekodunmi

Papa was 
genius, greatness 

and humility 
personified. He 

was first and 
foremost my 

father’s friend and 
ally – in building 

bridges across 
race, tribe and 

religion
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Wh e n  t h e 
n e w s 
broke on 
February 
6, 2018 in 

The Guardian UK on the re-
covering of Adetutu Ademi-
luyi, a breathtaking piece of 
artwork and a painting of Ife 
princess, lost over decades, 
many comments trailed the 
development in both good 
and bad lights.

Many questioned what 
made the discovery big 
news, while a few were hap-
py that at least, the owner 
would take possession of his 
work once again.

However, there are many 
things that made the recov-
ery of the artwork thick.

First, it was one of the 
three works in a series made 
by Ben Enwonwu, late leg-
endary Nigerian sculptor 
and painter. Unfortunately, 
the three works called Tutu 
in short form, were lost.

Again, the particular piece 
of the work, was made in 
1974, when the late sculptor 
was at his best. So, the recov-
ery was after over 40 years. 
But those who follow visual 
art and art auctions know 
that, like wine, artworks gain 
value with age. The older, 
the most expensive an art-
work will be art auctions. 
This is the rationale for mas-
sive acquisition of artworks 
by modern collectors who 
know that artworks are now 
investment products and 
even accepted as collateral 
by discerning banks.

But the most intriguing 
thing about the piece of art-
work is that for the over 
40 years, it had been in the 
wrong hands, hanging on 

Valuable ‘Tutu’ in wrong hands

Argungu Fishing Festival to bounce back

the wall of those who don’t 
know the value and probably 
never looked at.

The artwork, which is 
popularly called Tutu, was 
lost for decades after its first 
offer to the public in London 
in 1974 and was recovered 
last year from a flat in North 
London by Luckily, Giles 
Peppiatt, director of mod-
ern African art at Bonhams, 
the London-based auction 

house, found the artwork in 
a flat in Northern London. 
He was not surprised that the 
average family that occupied 
the flat for years, never saw 
any value on the work on 
the wall, and probably never 
cared to clean it often.

“As is often the way, there 
are things your parents buy 
and you haven’t a clue why 
they bought it or what the val-
ue of it is ... you just inherit it”, 

Th e  K e b b i  S t a t e 
governor, Senator 
Abubakar Bagudu, 
has appointed Nura 

Sani Kangiwa who doubles 
as Turakin Kebbi, as senior 
special assistant on Tourism 
Matters with a mandate to 
restructure and rebrand Ar-
gungu Fishing Festival into a 
notable world class cultural 
event.

At its prime many years 
ago, the festival was on 
global tourism calendar and 
brought fame and honour to 

Peppiatt said after recovering 
the valuable artwork from the 
flat occupied by an ordinary 
family in North London.

Peppiatt, described the 
find as ‘the most significant 
discovery in contemporary 
African art in over 50 years’. 
For him, the late Ben En-
wonwu’s 1974 portrait of a 
princess, is a national icon in 
Nigeria, and is a rare piece in 
the hands of few, hence the 

soaring value.
As well, Ben Okri, a Nige-

rian novelist, said the discov-
ery of the artwork amounted 
to the “the most significant 
discovery in contemporary 
African art in over 50 years. It 
is the only authentic Tutu, the 
equivalent of some rare ar-
chaeological find. It is a cause 
for celebration, a potentially 
transforming moment in the 
world of art.”

For the listening ears, the 
artwork is going to be on of-
fer at a London auction sale 
on February 28, 2018 at an 
expected sale of between 
£200,000 to £300,000 (ap-
proximately N10 million to 
N15 million).

If the auction goes above 
the announced auction rev-
enue, Tutu will break records 
of auctions sales of works by 
an African artist in London. 
If that happens, the artwork 
will surpass the revenue 
from a series of Enwonwu’s 
sculptures, which sold for 
£361,250 in 2013 and ‘Any-
anwu’ a 6ft 10 inches bronze 
work also by the sculptor, 
which sold for N54 million in 
2016 auction sales in London.

So, the unattended art-
work on the wall in a North 
London flat was a goldmine 
that took a man with eyes 
for the art to discover after 
many decades.  

Well, Nigerian and other 
Africans are also given op-
portunity to acquire the art-
work. In anticipation of the 
auction sale of the painting 
at Bonhams in London on 
February 28, 2018, Peppiatt 
explained that the sale would 
also be broadcast live to bid-
ders in Lagos in recognition 
of the growing art collectors 
and art market in Nigeria.

Speaking on the devel-
opment, Oliver Enwonwu, 

…as Kebbi governor appoints Kangiwa as aide on Tourism and Culture

director, Omenka Galler-
ies Ikoyi, Lagos and son of 
late Ben Enwonwu, said the 
recovered artwork, which 
was replicated in three edi-
tions, was the second piece 
of same work done by his 
father in 1974.

He commended the ap-
preciative value, noting that 
the artwork was a great 
piece done in the heyday 
of his father’s creative in-
genuity, hence can com-
mand as much as between 
N10 million to N15 million 
(£200,000 to £300,000) in 
London auction.

While his gallery has no 
intention of bidding for the 
work, he encouraged Nige-
rian art collectors to give the 
February 28 auction at Bon-
hams London a good chase.

Simi Onabule, an art col-
lector, noted that offering 
Nigerians opportunity to bid 
for the artwork was most 
kind of the London-based 
auction house as artwork is 
now investment and not just 
for decorations.

“Probably the first buyer 
of the artwork bought it less 
than a thousand pounds, 
but look at the value today 
and it is still growing. If I buy 
that work today, I can resale 
it for double the price in five 
years”, she said.

Tutu is one of the greatest 
masterpieces of late Ben En-
wonwu, and was on display 
at his funeral in 1994. The 
whereabouts of the other 
Tutu paintings remains a 
mystery until this discovery 
of the latest in the series 
of the three editions of the 
artwork in a north London 
flat last year.

Keep checking as the oth-
er two are still lost and would 
command higher auction 
sales revenue when found.  

Kebbi State and Nigerian at 
large. Sadly, the festival dis-
appeared completely from 
global cultural watch list 
due to unexplainable cir-
cumstances, thereby deny-
ing Kebbi State the needed 
tourism dollar and to the 
people, access to foreign 
investments in hospitality 
and job opportunities such 
lost investments would have 
provided.

Indeed, the governor’s 
choice and appointment of 
Nura Kangiwa to revamp the 

festival and the entire tour-
ism architecture of the state 
sign posts a fresh start off for 
the famous festival, which 
at its height was Nigeria’s 
face of culture tourism to 
the world.

Sani Kangiwa , a prince 
of the Kebbi Emirate and a 
frontline tourism investor, 
has hit the ground running 
with key projects that would 
create signature influence 
on the about-to-be rebrand-
ed festival, beginning with 
critical assessment of other 

special cultural offerings in 
the state.

In a press release issued 
in Lagos by Frank Meke, 
tourism media coordinator 
to Nura Kangiwa, the come-
back bid of Argungu fishing 
festival would add a fresh flip 
to the desire to open up the 
cultural offerings of northern 
Nigeria to which the state 
was once a notable tourism 
destination attracting both 
foreign and local visitors in 
droves not only to witness 
the fishing festival but also 

to appreciate the state’s 
huge basin as agriculture 
wonderland.

“The Lake Rice produced 
in Kebbi State, which Lagos 
State is a major investor, is a 
testimonial to the fact that 
Kebbi would also leverage 
on this window to open up 
a special tour to the state on 
agricultural offerings and a 
greet and meet project at the 
Emir’s palace for visitors to 
appreciate our tradition and 
hospitality”, Nura Kangiwa, 
said.
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Fo r e m o s t  Af r i c a n 
financial  institu -
t i o n ,  G u a r a n t y 
Trust Bank plc, has 
launched the Dusty 

Manuscript contest (csr.gt-
bank.com/dustymanuscript) 
to give budding writers the 
opportunity to win publishing 
deals for their finished, but 
yet-to-be published, manu-
scripts. Organised in partner-
ship with Okadabooks and 
Farafina, two notable publish-
ing houses, the contest is part 
of the bank’s YouREAD initia-
tive, which is aimed at pro-
moting the culture of reading.

The Dusty Manuscript 
Contest is the latest in a long 
line of GTBank initiatives 
geared towards promoting 
the appreciation of art and 
supporting creative potential. 
In 2017, the bank remodelled 
the old Herbert Macaulay 
Library, Yaba into a state-
of-the-art learning and rec-
reational facility that would 
give people in the community 
and beyond the opportunity 
to build capacity, gain expo-
sure and connect with the 
world. The remodelled library 
has been the venue of regular 
book readings and art exposi-
tions organised under the 
YouREAD initiative.

With the Dusty Manu-
script Contest, the bank 

GTBank boosts literary art with 
Dusty Manuscript contest

is seeking to address the 
challenges indigenous writ-
ers face getting their books 
published. The top three en-
tries in the contest will be 
rewarded with publishing 
contracts with Farafinaas as 
well as cash rewards. The top 
10 entries will get their books 
e-published by Okadabooks, 
including book cover design, 
book editing, and publicity. 
The top 25 book authors will 

also get a 2-day boot camp 
training on writing, market-
ing and branding.To submit a 
manuscript, interested writ-
ers are to visit csr.gtbank.
com/dustymanuscript.

The entries in the Dusty 
Manuscript Contest will be 
assessed by a panel of four 
judges which includes; Egho-
sa Imasuen, the author of 
widely acclaimed novel, Fine 
Boys, and Yejide Kilanko, a 

poet and therapist in chil-
dren’s mental health, Ainehi 
Edoro-Glines, an assistant 
professor of English Lan-
guage and Toni Kan, a writer 
and PR executive whose 
collection of short stories, 
Nights of a Creaking Bed, 
won the NDDC/Ken Sa-
roWiwa prize for literature.

C o m m e n t i n g  o n  t h e 
Dusty Manuscript Contest, 
Segun Agbaje, managing di-

Building the Nigeria 
of our dreams can 
only be possible 
through transfor-

mational leadership. This 
is the key message of the 
new groundbreaking book 
authored by Uzo Enelamah, 
a public speaker, personal 
transformation coach and 
author of repute.

 Th e  b o o k ,  w h i c h  i s 
expected to be released 
to bookstores across the 
world in March 2018, begins 
by questioning the tradi-
tional worldview that pro-
motes the narrative that 
suggests that undeveloped 
nations do not have what 
it takes to transform to be-
come like the developed 
nations.

 The writer posits that 
the missing link between 
the noble aspirations of un-
developed nations to leap-
frog in economic, social and 
political development to 
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become like the developed 
nations is the absence or 
paucity of transformational 
leaders in the helm of af-
fairs of these undeveloped 
nations.

 The author explains that 
it takes transformational 
leadership to unlock the 
potential of any nation to 
become great and then de-
scribes in detail the essential 
qualities of transformation-
al leaders that will lead the 
kind of change required to 
transform an undeveloped 
nation into a developed 
nation.

 The book concludes that 
any nation can be trans-
formed with the right kind 
of leadership and then de-
scribes how to raise such 
leaders. The author encour-
ages citizens of undevel-
oped nations to vote in only 
leaders that have the quali-
ties required to practice and 
demonstrate transforma-

tional leadership at various 
levels of government.

 The book is divided into 
six chapters. In Chapter 
one, the author asserts that 
with the right leadership, 
any nation can be trans-
formed by the citizens to 
become a great nation. He 
stresses that: “For a nation 
to become great, its citizens 
must insist on having the 
right kind of leaders. If we 

want our nation to leapfrog 
to greatness, we must elect 
transformational leaders 
that will lead us to build a 
great nation.”

 Chapter 2 introduces 
the reader to the concept 
of functional leadership 
by answering the question 
“who is a leader and what 
do leaders do?” The author 
notes that leadership is 
about what you do rather 
than a job title. In Chapter 
3, the author explains what 
it takes to become an effec-
tive leader. The author as-
serts that “Nobody is born 
a natural leader,” and that 
“Leadership can be taught 
and learnt.”

 In chapter 4, the author 
delves into the concept 
of leadership styles and 
then describes in detail 
the leadership style that 
will bring about national 
transformation. The author 
asserts that the most ap-

propriate leadership style 
depends on the function 
of the leader, the followers 
and the situation and that 
any organization or nation 
whose development and 
progress has stagnated 
over time needs a transfor-
mational leader to drive the 
change that will bring them 
out of crisis and get them 
back on the path of growth 
and progress.

Chapter 5 takes a look 
at the essence of National 
Transformation and the 
various dimensions of the 
real change that our nation 
needs.

The last chapter focuses 
on how to train and develop 
future leaders. The author 
concludes by emphasiz-
ing the role of the church 
in training and developing 
future leaders.

 The book is targeted at 
leaders, aspiring leaders 
and citizens with a desire to 

see Nigeria and other unde-
veloped nations genuinely 
transformed to become 
great nations that will be the 
envy of other nations.

 
Author profile
 Uz o  En e l a m a h  i s  a 

Chemical Engineering grad-
uate of Obafemi Awolowo 
University Ile-Ife and an Or-
dained Pastor of the RCCG. 
He is the Pastor in Charge of 
RCCG HOUSE OF PRAISE 
LEKKI which has a unique 
mandate to raise role mod-
els and positive change 
agents in society.

 Uzo Enelamah is an ac-
complished professional 
and technical leader in the 
Oil and Gas industry. He 
is a prolific writer, a public 
speaker, a life coach and 
mentor to many young 
professionals. He is hap-
pily married to Atinuke En-
elamah and they are blessed 
with two children.

Book Review

rector, Guaranty Trust Bank 
plc, said; “At GTBank we 
see art as not just a medium 
for creative expression but 
also as a means of livelihood, 
and by organising the Dusty 
Manuscript Contest we are 
helping budding writers make 
a living off their works. By 
addressing the major barrier 
that our indigenous writers 
face in sharing their stories 
with the world, we hope to 
inspire and develop the next 
generation of award-winning 
and globally renowned au-
thors.”

GTBank has consistently 
played a leading role in Af-
rica’s banking industry. The 
bank is regarded by indus-
try watchers as one of the 
best run financial institu-
tions across its subsidiary 
countries and serves as a role 
model within the financial 
service industry due to its 
bias for world class corpo-
rate governance standards, 
excellent service quality and 
innovation.

At a press conference 
launch held recently at state-
of-the art Library, Yaba, La-
gos, Okechukwu Ofili, noted 
that Nigerians are starved of 
knowledge, saying the com-
petition would improve cul-
ture of reading in the country.

“Our people are starving 

for knowledge; we want to 
stop the non-reading cul-
ture”, he said.

The judges allayed the 
fears raised by some pro-
spective competitors that 
some good scripts that could 
not make the finals selec-
tions could be tampered with, 
with permission of the writer, 
saying no such thing would 
happen.

“Nobody will steal a story 
submitted by a prospective 
competitor. There is noth-
ing beyond an expression 
of goodwill in this exercise. 
GTBank will protect all manu-
scripts submitted from loss.”

For Tony Kan, the com-
petition is a prize GTbank 
wants to identifygreat future 
writers and wants every com-
petitor to submit good script.

Kan advised competitors 
to stick to the rules of the com-
petition as violation would be 
punished accordingly.

In his remarks, Ainehi 
Edoro-Glines, said, “We are 
looking for the best writers, 
for truth. We worry about 
the subject of our stories not 
being read. This is an oppor-
tunity for you competitors 
to bring your dusty stories 
up for scruitiny and possibly 
published if successfull. Tell 
your stories, tell the truth and 
submit to us.”

L-R: Eghosa Imasuen, Manuscript reviewer/judge; Enajite Efemuaye, managing editor, Farafina; 
Oyinade Adegite, assistant general manager and head, Communication and External Affairs, 
GTBank; Toni Kan, Manuscript reviewer/judge and Okechukwu Ofili, chief executive officer, Okada 
Books, during a press conference on the launch of GTBank Dusty Manuscript recently in Lagos.

Book Title:                  National Transformation through Transformational Leadership
Author :                          Uzo Enelamah
 
Imprint:                        The Vine Media
 
Reviewer:                   Samuel Adeyemi



Arts
38 Sunday 11 February 2018SUNDAYBD C002D5556

Ogun to host 2nd African Drum Festivals on April 19

Othello’s hosts Nigerian jazz musicians, others to pay tribute to Hugh Masekela in Lagos

Ogun State 
g o v e r n -
m e n t  h a s 
a s s u r e d 
on its pre-

paredness to host the sec-
ond edition of the Afri-
can Drum Festival, which 
commences from April 
19-21, 2018 in Abeokuta, 
the state capital.

Muyiwa Oladapo, com-
missioner for Culture and 
Tourism, Ogun State, made 
the assurance during a 
media parley at Abeokuta 
with a team of journalists 
from Lagos alongside the 
organisers of the forth-
coming Tourism Innova-
tion and Development 
Advantage (TIDA) Con-
ference, who paid the com-
missioner a courtesy call 
recently.

The commissioner said 
that the festival started 
by the Ogun State govern-
ment some three years ago 
was originally intended 
to be pan-Nigerian but 
became Pan African fol-

lowing calls from different 
quarters. Following that 
calls, the first African drum 
festival was held last year.

The three day event is 
expected to showcase sev-
eral African drums such as 
Bata, Iya Ilu Bembe, Djem-

be, Dundun, Bara, Adowa, 
Sabar, Bongolo, Brekete/
Gungon, Ekwe, Ewe, Kpan-
logo, Tama, among others. 
Participants are expected 
not only from Africa but 
across continents, notably 
from countries such as the 

United States of America, 
Cuba, Haiti, Benin Repub-
lic,  Congo Brazzaville, 
Togo, Ghana, Burkina Faso, 
and all states of the Nige-
rian federation.

In April 2016, the idea 
of the drums festival was 

first hatched by the Ibi-
k u n l e  Am o s u n - l e d  a d -
ministration to increase 
tourism migration to the 
state while promoting 
the unique, age-long po-
tential of drums in the life 
of Africans. It witnessed 
the unveiling of the then 
acclaimed world’s tallest 
drum; a 17-feet tall musical 
instrument.

Following the atten-
dant wide range of com-
mendations and requests 
for a broadened scope to 
the festival to enable par-
ticipation from other parts 
of the African continent 
and around the world, the 
first Africa-wide edition 
was held at the grounds 
of the June 12 Cultural 
Centre, Kuto, Abeokuta, 
in 2017. At the first edition 
of the globally participated 
event, the previous record 
for the tallest drum in the 
world was broken with the 
unveiling of a new 18-feet 
tall drum.

Last year’s festival had 

in attendance the Ogun 
State Governor, Ibikunle 
Amosun and his Bayelsa 
State counterpart, Seriake 
Dickson. Other states like 
Imo, Oyo and Katsina were 
well represented.

Also at the event were 
prominent traditional rul-
ers, including the Ooni of 
Ife, Oba Adeyeye Ogun-
wusi, Alaafin of Oyo, Oba 
Lamidi Adeyemi, Alake of 
Egbaland, Oba Adedotun 
Gbadebo, Olu of Ilaro, Oba 
Kehinde Olugbenle, and 
Olowu of Owu, Oba Ad-
egboyega Dosunmu. The 
Minister of Information 
and Culture, Lai Moham-
med, who was represent-
ed by the Artistic Director, 
National Theatre, Com-
rade Tar Ukoh; Nobel Lau-
reate while Professor Wole 
Soyinka, the Deputy Head 
of Mission, Cuban Embas-
sy, Leydis Bernal Suarez, 
and Ms Regina Hills who 
represented the Mayor 
of Dallas, also graced the 
occasion.

Ibikunle Amosun, Ogun State governor, beating the drums at the African Drums Festival

Nigerian Jazz stars; Bright   Gain, Taiwo Clegg, Darex, Biodun Batik, Kwitee and FemiSlide, performing at the tribute to Hugh Masekela 
in Lagos, recently.

As the shock of 
the news of the 
passing of Hugh 
Masekela rever-

berating all over the world 
and many governments, 
corporations and individu-
als poured encomiums to 
the legend, Nigerian jazz 
musicians were also not 
left out. Othello’s, a leading 
upscale hospitality outfit 
in Lagos, hosted the musi-
cians to a tribute session to 
the international jazz icon, 
music legend and father of 
South African Jazz Bra, who 
passed on January23, 2018.

The event was powered 
by Inspiro Productions, 
leading marketing and 
activations company and 
organisers of the annual 
Lagos International Jazz 
Festival.

Present on the band 
stand that night were: 
Bright Gain, jazz master and 
director, The SPAN Acad-
emy of Jazz & Contempo-
rary Music; Biodun Batik, 
top jazz trumpeter and edu-
cationist; Taiwo Clegg, ace 
jazz trumpeter; Seun Olota, 
multi-instrumentalist and 
performer, FemiSlide the 
Afrojazz/Highlife trom-
bonist, Kwitee, leading jazz 
trumpeter, Darex , fast ris-
ing saxophonist and a host 
of others.

Th e  e v e n t  t h e m e d 
‘white and black and bad-
dest’ was a tribute ses-
sion as part of Othello’s 
monthly hangout event. 
The event witnessed many 
thrilling performances, 
speeches, and experiences 
shared by many who in one 
way or the other had been 
influenced or impacted 
by Hugh Masekela. The 
live performances were 
interspersed with tributes 
to the great man, his music 
and impact. Ayoola Sadare, 
CEO of Inspiro Produc-
tions and founder/festival 
director of the Lagos In-
ternational Jazz Festival, 
spoke glowingly about his 
encounter with Bra Hugh 
and contact over the years 
and also announced the 
dedication of the Lagos 
International Jazz Festi-
val in April 2018 to Hugh 
Masekela. Dede Mabiaku, 
popular musician and pro-
tégé of Afrobeat founder 
Fela Kuti, spoke passion-
ately of how over the 
years Hugh Masekela had 
become a father to him; 
his connection and many 
visits to Nigeria. Others 
like Biodun Batik spoke 
along the same lines and 
more followed. The beauti-
fully decorated and lighted 
outdoor venue had images 

of the legend dotting the 
space.

At the well attended 
event, guests were re-
ceived with exotic cock-
tails and light refreshments 
before the performance 
kicked off with Rapha, a 
comedian compering the 
event. Among the dignitar-
ies and guests at the event 
included: Ingo Herbert, the 

German Consul General, 
a delegation from South 
Africa led by Mbedzi, Vice 
Consul Political and Frank 
Legunsen, representa-
tive of Steve Ayorinde, 
the Lagos Commissioner 
of Tourism, Arts & Cul-
ture. Other guests include; 
Pretty Okafor, president, 
Performing Musicians Em-
ployers’ Association Of Ni-

geria and his wife; JazzMan 
Olofin, Nigerian contem-
porary musician; Bayode 
Olaiya representing his 
father, Victor Olaiya; Nseo-
bong Okon Ekong, Thisday  
Glitterati Editor; Muyiwa 
Moyela , contributor for 
Forbes Africa, among oth-
ers.

Th e  t r i b u t e  s e s s i o n 
rounded off with a raffle 

draw and the prizes were 
for guests to win Othello’s 
five days Valentines pack-
age of a three-course din-
ner for couple during the 
valentine period. Five lucky 
winners emerged from the 
draw. Othello’s later hosted 
the guests at the after party 
in their prestigious indoor 
lounge till the early hours 
of the morning.



The annoying habit of 
buffet binging is very 
popular, especially in 
Nigeria (as a result of 
our ‘awoof’ culture).

For those not familiar with the 
word ‘awoof’ it simply means free-
bies. Some Nigerians are generally 
known to love free things and will 
accept anything without charge. 
So of course you should be able 
to imagine the scenario when you 
have to pay for only one plate of 
food but then allowed to eat as 
much as you want.

I’ll recount my experience of 
the famous ‘bottomless drink’ at 
Nandos’ restaurant in London. I sat 
down quietly, all by myself, eating 
my quarter peri chicken (Medium 
hot) and French fries with corn on 
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Dreamfield opens novel juice and salad bar

There is a new entrant to the 
healthy-eating fad. It is the 
Dreamfield juice and salad 
bar, which just opened its 

doors on Allen Avenue, ikeja, La-
gos, to health conscious  Nigerians.

‘Dreamfield juice and salad bar 
is one place to be,’ said Oladeji 
Ayodele Omoroshemi, director, 
Dreamfield, during his time out with 
the press at the launch last weekend. 
‘Our goal and mission is to serve or-
ganic food to the populace and help 
improve their health conditions.’

Reeling out the menu the new 
healthy restaurant has to offer, 
Omoroshemi said; ‘Our dishes vary 
from different kinds of salads, such 
as chicken grilled salads, prawn 
salads, Avacado salad, vegetable 
salad to sandwiches such as tuna, 
chicken, salmon and the likes, as 
well as smoothies in the likes of 
strawberry mix, Avocado splash. 
There are also  juices in the likes 
of orange juices, green lemonade 
and grape down to coffees such as 

CHINYERE OKEKE

JUMOKE AKIYODE-LAWANSON

How not to eat at a buffet

type restaurants. An all-you-can-
eat buffet with a variety of limit-
less food supply should not inspire 
you to indulge excessively, piling 
up your plates with far more than 
you need.

To make sure that you’re not 
going off course during a buffet, try 
following these simple steps.

*  Use smaller plates and glasses 
for portion control. Not only do big 
bowls, plates and cups hold more 
food and drinks, they make the 
quantity look smaller than they 
actually are. People that serve their 
food with really large plates are 
often adjudged as gluttons.

* Do not, for any reason pile 
your plate up with every single 
thing on the menu. It is totally un-

espresso, cappuccino and several 
others. Our entire menu is fresh 
without preservatives. We also do 
delivery services.’

The idea to launch such a res-
taurant was borne out of the obvi-
ous pressure for most Nigerians 
to keep fit for a longer, healthier 

life. The rate of calorie consump-
tion is on the increase and this is 
detrimental to the health of most 
individuals.  Calories are high in 
fat and sugar and extreme intake 
of these food types causes stress, 
increases risk factor for type 2 
diabetes, heart disease and cancer.

Ac c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  f o u n d e r s , 
there is a pressing need to curb 
high calorie intake which causes 
the body to either excrete or store 
it in fat cells for the future resulting 
in excessive weight gain and higher 
body fat percentages.

O m o r o s h e m i  s a i d  t h a t  t h e 
Dreamfield juice and salad bar is a 
baby of the Dreamfield farm resort 
which is located at Ikire. ‘In our 
farm we rear chickens and plant 
fruits, vegetables and the likes.’

‘This guarantees that all the 
food we prepare at the Dreamfield 
restaurant and bar is very fresh and 
free of preservatives. The juices are 
made from fresh fruits harvested 
from our farm and it is also free 
of preservatives, colouring and 
sweeteners.’

Considering that a number of 

people are ignorant of the fact that 
the skin of chicken is high in fat and 
would rather eat the skin of chicken 
than to eat beef, Dreamfield has 
taken up the responsibility of edu-
cating and guiding its customers on 
healthy eating habits.

O m o r o s h e m i   s a i d  p e o p l e 
should stop buying food by the 
wayside, that it is poisonous to 
their health. 

‘We live in a country where most 
people use their money to buy poi-
son to eat and still spend money to 
take the poison out of their system. 
Why such an unnecessary cycle? 
Why not eat in a place where your 
health condition and state is guar-
anteed? Dreamfield is that place,” 
he guaranteed.

‘In five years time we want our 
brand to be known all over the 
36 states of Nigeria. An organic 
brand that is free from calories 
and fat. We will have our outlets 
all over Lagos and they will know 
us for organic products. Such that 
Dreamfield menu will be on the lips 
of everyone as a healthy food, fit 
for consumption,’ he said.

acceptable to have rice, vegetable 
soup, beans, yam, eggs, stew, plan-
tain and pounded yam all on your 
plate at the same time. Wanting to 
have ‘a bit of everything’ is not an 
excuse. This takes us back to rule 
one. If you use a small plate, you 
wouldn’t be able to fit everything 
on one plate anyway.

* Do not sit too close to the food 
bar, as you may be tempted to keep 
going for seconds even if you don’t 
need more. The consciousness of 
having too many eyes on you when 
you have to walk across the room 
from a far corner might stop you 
from going back for seconds, thirds 
or fourth rounds of servings. If it’s 
not possible to steer clear of more 
food, try positioning yourself clos-
er to the salad bar than the dessert 
trays, since we tend to consume 
more of whatever’s conveniently 
within reach. At the very least, face 
away from the buffet — one study 
shows this also aids in curbing ex-
cess consumption.

* Eat slowly. Taking your time 
during a meal makes you feel fuller, 
faster. “Signals for feeding are 
sluggish in terms of influencing the 
brain, so they’re easy to ignore,” 
says neuroscientist Gary Wenk, 
author of ‘This is your brain on 
food’. It can take upwards of 30 
minutes for stop signals to register. 
Pace yourself by savouring each 
bite, chewing thoroughly, and us-
ing a knife and fork (or chopsticks, 
if you can).

Try filling yourself with fruits 
and vegetables as starter before 
actually heading for the main meal.

the cob and coleslaw as my side 
orders. I took my time, noticing ev-
erything around me and I realised 
that everybody had their individual 
drink glasses on their table and 
only refilled it once.

I thought to myself, what’s the 
point of having a bottomless drink 
policy if I’m only going to fill my 
cup once. So the Nigerian girl in 
me decided to overfill myself with 
drinks even before my food was 
ready. I had a glass of every fizzy 
drink available and found it very 
difficult to finish my food because 
my belly was filled with drinks. You 
can call that greed. I felt really silly 
afterwards.

But that scenario is very com-
mon in Nigeria, especially at buffet 
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Smartphones are here to 
stay, making technology 
much more accessible to 
everyone. Taking advan-

tage of this technology offered 
via the smartphone, you can reap 
amazing health benefits.

There are many interesting 
apps readily available on your 
smartphone. If you are looking to 
stay healthy and in shape but don’t 
have the time to regularly visit 
the gym or hire a personal trainer, 
there are apps to help you.

These fitness and health apps 
make it easier to get in shape 
within your own timeframe. They 
have different exercises that 
target different muscles in your 
entire body and at the timing that 
works for you. From as little as 
5 minutes to as much as over an 
hour, there are exercises that will 
challenge you and give you results.

Let’s take a look at some of 
these apps:

FitBit Coach App:
This app is awesome in so 

many ways! The FitBit app syncs 
wirelessly with a wrist tracker to 
help you take your fitness on the 
go. It counts your steps, monitors 
your heart rate and gives you a 
plethora of workouts to reach 
your fitness goals, whatever they 
may be.

The app tracks every part of 

CHINWE OBINWANNE

Stay fit with these 5 awesome apps 
your day – including activity, ex-
ercise, food, weight and sleep to 
help you stay fit, motivated and 
be in the best health possible. You 
can download the app for Android 
or iOS and for a better experience, 
why not get the wrist tracker too. 
It’s a gadget worth investing in.

You can even get personalized 
plans that you can adapt for your 
fitness level and needs.

With audio instructions, you 
get to master your technique and 
get the most of each workout. You 
can take it up a notch by synching 
your playlist to the app anda can 
play your favorite music while you 
exercise.

This is like taking your personal 
trainer with you and it doesn’t get 
better than that. It is available for 
Android and iOS free of charge. 
You’re sure to like this one.

have problems watching your 
food intake. It is also available for 
both Android and iOS.

Yemi Alade and the fa-
m o u s  r e g g a e  a r t i s t 
Maxi Priest have joined 
their sonorous voices 
to produce a brand new 

music video directed by Wole 
Ogundare, produced by Iblaze 
Productionz & Bodega World Pro-
ductions.

This is the first official track and 
a preview to Maxi Priest’s afro beat 
album project, scheduled to drop 
anytime soon, which will feature 
different top rated African artists.

The legendary international 
music act, who dropped so many 
hit songs including ‘Close to you’, 
a No.1 hit on the billboard chart 
in the 90’s and so many other hit 
songs like ‘Wild World’, ‘House 
Call’, featuring Shaba Ranks, ‘Set 
the night to music’, featuring Ro-
berta Flack, is ready to take Africa 
by storm with this new afro-beat 
Caribbean vibe which was re -
leased, distributed and published 
under Bodega World Music LLC, 
featuring the ‘Mama Africa’ herself, 
Yemi Alade.

The video sees Yemi Alade in a 
fashion never seen as she waxed 
strong just like the Mama Africa 
she really is.

This woman is produced by the 
famous Nigerian beatmaker Young 

D, who offers an exquisite mix 
between Caribbean and Afrobeat 
sounds. Sensual and unique, Yemi’s 
Afropop flow blends perfectly into 
Maxi Priest’s sweet voice and Ca-
ribbean sound.

Yemi Alade is Maxi 
Priest’s This Woman

ANTHONIA OBOKOH

Cancer is now an epi-
demic, affecting all 
categories of people 
the world over, and 

Nigerians are no exception. With 
adequate knowledge of this dis-
ease, comes power to triumph 
over it.

According to the World Health 
Organisation, cancer is responsi-
ble for 3percent of total mortal-
ity in Nigeria, leading to 72,000 
deaths per annum. With this 
number set to increase given that 
there are 102,000 new cases of 
cancer every year.

The mortality incidence ratio 
for liver cancer is 97percent, 
while cervical cancer is 58percent 
and breast cancer 51percent.

The good news is though is 
that early diagnosis of cancer 
generally increases the chances 
for successful treatment while 
delayed diagnosis leads to lower 
likelihood of survival, higher costs 
of care, avoidable deaths and dis-
ability from cancer.

Meanwhile, fear diagnostics 
result, religious beliefs, financial 
constraints and low awareness 
of cancer signs, symptoms and 
facilities are some of the reasons 

Cancer: Knowledge is power

JEFIT App:
If you’re looking to do strength 

training and muscle building, this 
app is a great resource to check 
out. It is loaded with an exercise 
database with thousands of rou-
tines sorted by targeted body part. 
It comes with detailed instruc-
tions, a workout planner, exercise 
log, progress tracker, numerous 
timers and options.

It is available for free for An-
droid and iOS.

So there you go! While this is 
not an exhaustive list of the apps 
out there to help you stay fit and 
healthy, they are a good starting 
point for you.

Remember that more than 

downloading these apps, it is 
important that you actually use 
them if you wish to achieve your 
goals. Be careful not to cheat by 
skipping exercises because that 
would be on you. Good luck and 
let me know which of these apps 
you love.

Obinwanne is the CEO of NAIJafIt-
moms, an online fitness and healthy 
outfit, which specialises on encouraging 
mothers to lead a healthy eating lifestyle.

Follow Naijafitmoms on Instagram 
and Facebook @naijafitmoms

for delay in cancer diagnosis.
Education and screening are 

major components of early de-
tection.

According to the recommend-
ed cancer screening guidelines 
based on the National Com-
prehensive Cancer Network 
(NCCN)

Breast cancer: women from 
the age of 25-39 are expected to 
have a monthly self-breast exam 
and clinical breast exam once in 
three years.

Women aged 40 and above are 
recommended for clinical breast 
exam, mammogram screening 
annually, and monthly self-breast 
exam.

Cervical cancer: women be-
tween the age bracket of 21- 
65 are recommended to have 
cervical cytology (Pap smear or 
Liquid Based Cytology –LBC and 
Human Papilloma Virus (HPV) 
test once in 5 years and Cervical 
Cytology alone once in 3 years.

Nike + training Club App:
Nike did fitness enthusiasts 

well with this app, featuring hun-
dreds of workouts with expert 
guidance from Nike trainer. You 
will be pushed to your limits in ev-
ery kind of workout conceivable. 
This app sports variety of exercis-
es for strength, cardio, endurance, 
flexibility, core strength and more. 

MyFitnessPal calorie counter 
App:

Diet is the key to weight loss 
and this app is comprehensive 
with a database of over 6 million 
foods to help you monitor your 
food intake.  All you need do is 
input what you’ve eaten and the 
serving size and the app will auto 
fill the number of calories, carbs, 
fat grams and protein to display 
how many calories you have left 
in your daily recommended allow-
ance. The app can also import reci-
pes and find out their nutritional 
information.

This is a great app for you if you 

Skimble’s Workout Trainer
This app offers you thousands 

of free workouts complete with 
step-by-step timed audio and 
video demonstrations/instruc-
tions to help keep you in shape. 
Whatever your fitness goals are, 
Workout Trainer has a routine for 
you. You can also access the app’s 
library to build your own custom 
routines and share them online as 
well as try out routines shared by 
those in app’s community.

This app is available for Android 
and iOS.
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OBINNA EMELIKE

Love beckons at indigenous destinations

On c e  a g a i n ,  i t 
is another sea-
son of love and 
friendship. You 
n e e d  t o  r e a l l y 

make this year’s Saint Valen-
tine’s Day count for your lover, 
and loved ones. If you used to 
travel for an elaborate experi-
ence in foreign destinations 
in the past years, it is time to 
consider home groomed des-
tinations, especially now that 
Nigeria’s recovering economy 
needs your support for local 
businesses.

Of course, with the weak 
Naira, oversea destinations out 
of it this valentine except if you 
have big pocket.

However, there are some 
p l a c e s  w i t h i n  t h e  c o u n t r y 
where couples and friends can 
share and reciprocate love in 
style without watching their 
pocket or back.

If you are in Lagos, La Cam-
pagne Tropicana Beach Resort 
awaits your visit. For its fresh 
water lake, accessible man-
grove forest, a savannah, exten-
sive sandy beach, the warm At-
lantic sea, stylish accommoda-
tion options, activities like burn 
fire, beach sports, party among 
others, the beach resort located 
at Ikogun, Lekki in Lagos, is a 
must-visit romantic destination 
to try out this valentine.

There is a unique blend of 
natural environment with man-
made leisure in the resort. Its 
65-acre tranquil paradise, sur-
rounding palm and coconut 
trees that shield the sun, beauti-
ful stretch of the Atlantic coast-
al line of Lagos that cools off the 
intensity of the tropical heat 
and the sprawling beach sand 
that provides enough space for 
all to funny around besides the 
luxury and comfort of five star 
facilities all will make your visit 
this valentine worth the time, 
money and stress.

If you love the exclusivity of 
an island resort, then Inagbe 
Grand Resort and Leisure is a 
place to celebrate love this sea-
son. Set on the tranquil banks of 
the magnificent Lagos Lagoon 
and the Atlantic Ocean, the re-
sort offers lovers rustic living in 
a lush island haven, resonating 
air of simple luxury and refined 
elegance.

It parades 152 stylishly yet 
tastefully furnished chalets. 
The chalets offer options de-
pending on the taste of the 
guests.  You have option of 
choosing from the 108 chalets 
closer to the Lagoon or getting 
more romantic by staying in 
one of the 44 exclusive rooms 
by the Atlantic Ocean shore.

Besides the Floating Lounge 

that can seat over 800 guests, 
the resort offers quality sporting 
events as well.  Guests can al-
ways keep fit at the outdoor lawn 
tennis court, basketball court, 
there two swimming pools by 
the Atlantic and the Lagoon for 
leisure swimming and lessons.

Probably, the complete con-
trast it offers leisure seekers, 
the world class facilities, its 
temperate climate, exciting and 
different locations in one desti-
nation make Obudu Mountain 
Resort the most romantic des-
tination in Nigeria. The resort is 
“Absolutely Amazing”.

Of course, you can propose 
the love of your life; rekindle old 
affection, or reignite family af-
fection memorably on this pla-
teau, about 1576 metres above 
sea level on the Oshie Ridge of 
the Sankwala Mountains.

You can join other guests 
this valentine season with your 
loved ones to experience the 
additional warmth the resort 
adds to those seeking love on 
its towering height this season.

Also,  nestled against the 
Calabar creeks; the freshness 
of the environment, luxuriating 
greenery; palm trees and other 
species of fauna swaying to the 
music of the wind, no doubt, 
create a lasting effect is Aqua 
Vista Farms & Resort.

Set up in 1996 as a retreat 

g r o u n d  f o r  t h e  f a m i l y  a n d 
friends, the outfit has grown 
into a place where people can 
recreate. Its tropical compound 
contains 13 hectares of fish 
ponds that are river fed with 
rhythmic tidal flows and also 
provide activities for visitors.

However, valentine will be 
most memorable at the resort as 
guests can spend hours wander-
ing around the maze of pools and 
relax at the various rest points. 
The surroundings are comfort-
able, secluded and romantic-
perfect for couples on vacation. 
It is ideal for writers and those 
who seek places to meditate.

Built on the foot of the hills 
and spreading across five kilo-
metres, Idanre Hills Resort in 
Ondo State is well apportioned 
and fitted with a blend of sophis-
ticated and traditional African 
motifs. It compels attention with 
its impressive, imposing outlook, 
serenity, extraordinary nature 
and world-class facilities that 
combine to make the resort first 
of its kind in Nigeria.

From the resort, adventur-
ous guests can dare the tallest 
of the hills, which rises about 
300ft above sea level for a bird’s 
eye view of the alluring and en-
chanting picturesque conference 
of undulating rocky ranges and 
mountains of Idanre Hills. On 
offer are various accommoda-

tion options stylishly designed, 
and colourfully furnished with 
visitors in mind.

On a visit, guests have option 
of choosing from the tree houses, 
houses on the rock (Ile oriota), 
all fully serviced apartments 
and in three bedrooms and two 
bedrooms en suites categories). 
Apart from b e en creatively 
crafted and exuding a blend of 
African and continental motifs, 
the accommodation options fea-
ture tastefully fitted amenities 
for the pleasure of the guests.

Clear Essence California Spa 
& Wellness Resort on #13 Alex-
ander Street, Ikoyi presents an 
opportunity for intimacy with 
your loved one this love season. 
From its world class spa and 
massage sessions, quality accom-
modation, best of wine and food 
menu and to its well maintained 
garden large, the outfit is worth 
trying out this love season.

The large garden, dotted with 
rare flora, sculptures and water 
fountains, seems the best kept 
secret in Ikoyi with a breath of 
freshness that brings respite to 
the madness of metropolitan La-
gos. I bet, the garden will be cud-
dling nest for lovers this season.

But if you are a nature lover, 
Ikogosi Warm Springs in Ekiti 
State, a wonder of nature where 
two springs, one of warm water 
and the other of ice-cold water 

flow simultaneously, is a good 
deal this love season.

Besides a refreshing dip, there 
are more for sightseeing. It is in-
triguing to see a tree and a palm 
growing from the same source 
at the meeting point area of the 
warm and cold springs.

At the warm spring resort, 
a large swimming pool fed by 
natural spring waters welcomes 
visitors. The cool and serene am-
bience preserved by thick forest 
canopies gives one a perfect ex-
perience. A dip of one’s leg leaves 
him/her with nature’s romantic 
pamper occasioned by the mild 
fingerings of the warm spring. 
But you will also feel tickles as 
the cold spring flows through 
your feet.

However, there is a limited 
accommodation option compris-
ing four VIP chalets, 32 Federal 
Chalets, eight VIP Quarters cha-
lets, four Western chalets, and 
18 Macgee Camp chalets.

Others destinations that offer 
romantic getaway this season 
include Nike Lake Resort, Ibom 
Golf Resort among others.

But wherever you choose to 
celebrate your love on February 
14, 2018 and the following week-
end, do not expect too much 
from the destinations, concen-
trate on the intimacy you need 
to nurture, and love you desire 
so much to build or rekindle.   

Lovers at Inagbe Grand Resort, Lagos
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…as Ogun joins Lagos, others to support project
OBINNA EMELIKE

Nigeria sets for first virtual tourism conference

As organisers of Tourism 
Innovation and Devel-
opment Advantage 
(TIDA) Conference; 
the first virtual tourism 

conference in Nigeria, prepare to 
pull-off a successful maiden edition, 
stakeholders in the tourism indus-
try are also offering support to the 
initiative, which is aimed at boosting 
Nigeria’s tourism packaging, appeal, 
and traffic through technology.

The one-day conference, which 
holds on the theme, ‘The impact 
of tourism development on the 
Nigerian economy’ on February 
15, 2018, at the Nigeria Institute of 
International Affairs (NIIA), Lagos, 
has so far received support from 
Lagos State not only as the host city, 
but as a key participant.

It would be recalled that while 
receiving the organisers of the con-
ference in his office in Alausa, Ikeja, 
recently, Steve Ayonrinde, Lagos 
State Commissioner for Tourism, 
Art, and Culture, said that the Akin-
wunmi Ambode-led government 
is receptive to innovation in driving 
and achieving optimum develop-
ment in the state, especially in the 
creative industry, hospitality man-
agement, and the entire tourism 
value-chain development.

Muyiwa Oladapo, Ogun State Commissioner for Culture and Tourism, speaking during the media parley in Abeokuta 
recently.

Obinna Ekezie, CEO, Wakanow

As well, the conference has also 
received royal support from Oba Ad-
eyeye Enitan Ogunwusi, the Ooni of 
Ife, who reiterated his interest in the 
growth of domestic tourism when 
the organisers of TIDA paid homage 
to him at his palace in Ife, Osun State. 
The royal father noted that TIDA can 
help in creating further awareness 
and preserving the country’s rich and 
varied indigenous heritage, hence 
his support.

Beyond the royal endorsement, 
TIDA has also received govern-

ment backing from the Nigerian 
Tourism Development Corporation 
(NTDC).

Joining the wagon of supporters 
is Ogun State through its Ministry 
of Culture and Tourism. Speaking 
recently in Abeokuta while receiving 
the organisers of the conference, 
Muyiwa Oladapo, commissioner 
for Culture and Tourism, Ogun 
State, said the state is supporting 
the conference because its strong 
resolve to open other sustainable 
revenue sources, especially tourism. 

He noted that the state is strong in all 
spheres of tourism; cultural, educa-
tion tourism, religious, ecotourism 
as well as medical tourism.

The commissioner, who offered 
the TIDA team a free tour of notable 
tourism attractions in Abeokuta, es-
pecially Olumo Rock, said the state is 
supporting the conference because, 
“Ogun State identifies with Sky View 
Communications, the organisers of 
the first virtual conference in Nigeria. 
We have endorsed this initiative, 
believing that from February 15, 

2018 and after the conference must 
have been held, Nigeria will become 
a focal point to the outside world 
as a tourist destination, particularly 
Ogun State”.

The conference is an initiative of 
Skyview Communications in part-
nership with other tourism stake-
holders such as; Fidol Trips, Travel-
ogue, Travel Next Door, Avant Garde 
Tours, Nigeria Tourism Awards, 
among others.

Beyond practical experience of 
how virtual tourism works, the con-
ference features conference where 
notable speakers will address press-
ing issues in the industry. Some of the 
speakers include; Bosun Sosanya of 
Halogen Security, who will be speak-
ing on ‘Security and Tourism’, Wanle 
Akinbobiye, president and owner, La 
Campagne Tropicana beach Resort, 
who will dissect the ‘Advantages of 
Tourism Development in Nigeria’ 
and Yemisi Shyllon , ‘Challenges and 
Solutions of Tourism Development 
in Nigeria’, among other speakers.

Explaining the rationale behind 
the conference, Femi Lawson, man-
aging director, Skyview Communi-
cations, who doubles as the conve-
ner of the conference, said that the 
imitative hopes to promote employ-
ment, educate the government on 
how tourism can help the state of 
the country with favourable policies 
created, among other benefits.

Wakanow drums support for single air transport market Transcorp Hilton Abuja beckons 
on lovers for Valentine’s treat

foster job creation and revolution-
ize intra-African travel.

“Globally, air transport has re-
mained a catalyst for growth, con-
tributing more than half (55 per-
cent) of international tourist arrivals 
in 2016. We believe this initiative by 
the African Union will accelerate 
the development of the aviation 
sector in the continent, and we are 
committed to supporting airlines to 
de-risk the remittance process and 
reduce airfares for our customers,” 
he stated.

Already, a joint study by IATA 
and AFCAC has shown that, when 
implemented in 12 major African 
countries, enhanced connectivity 
can generate additional 300,000 

direct jobs, 2 million indirect jobs 
and US$1.3 billion in annual GDP.

Following the double-digit de-
cline of 26.3 percent in passengers’ 
traffic recorded in 2017, reduced 
airfares will grow the Nigerian 
travel market and empower about 
5 million more passengers to afford 
air travel.

As demonstrated in global mar-
kets where air transport liberal-
ization has taken firm roots, the 
Single Africa Air Transport Market 
is forecast to stimulate turnaround 
time, improved frequency of travel 
and new routes and lower fares for 
the customer. 

In 2016, Wakanow took a major 
step to invest heavily in its technol-
ogy and operations infrastructure 
as part of measures to boost effi-
ciency and create stronger platform 
to drive its pan-African expansion 
and further reduce the cost of travel 
for its teeming customers.  

Wakanow is Africa’s largest On-
line Travel Agency with commer-
cial operations in Nigeria, Ghana, 
Kenya and the UK. The company 
is currently undertaking a large ex-
pansion project which will result in 
stronger footprint across Africa, the 
UK and USA. Wakanow currently 
process over 15,000 bookings in 
Nigeria monthly as the demand for 
African travel continues to grow.

Transcorp Hilton Abuja 
has announced a bum-
per package of over -
night accommodation 

and romantic gourmet dinner to 
mark the Valentine’s Day.

The package includes a date 
night getaway in a Royal Room 
for N130,000.00 inclusive of 
all taxes, complimentary bottle 
of champagne with gourmet 
chocolates, roses for the lady 
and buffet breakfast for two 
persons. The accommodation 
offer is valid from February 13 
to 18, 2018.

For the delight of those who 
enjoy good food with loved ones, 
the hotel is offering a delectable 
romantic dinner on Valentine’s 
Day at the Zuma Grill, Bukka, Ori-
ental and Fulani Pool restaurants. 
Dinner is priced from N20,000 
per couple including champagne 
and roses for the lady. The ho-
tel’s coffee shop, The Pastry 
Corner, is offering varieties of 
heart-shaped cakes, including 
made-to-order types for during 
the Valentine’s week. In addition, 
the hotel is offering 50 percent 
discount off Taittinger Cham-
pagne for diners at the Zuma Grill 
from February13 to 17, 2018 to 

As part of its efforts to 
significantly reduce the 
cost of airfares in Africa, 
Wakanow has affirmed 

its commitment to support the 
Single Africa Air Transport Market 
project, an Agenda 2063 flagship 
programme by the Africa Union.

The Single Africa Air Transport 
Market is an initiative of the Afri-
can Union which seeks to create a 
consolidated air transport market 
in Africa, increased access to global 
supply chains and liberalize civil 
aviation as a driver of Africa’s eco-
nomic integration agenda.   

In a statement, Obinna Ekezie, 
managing director, Wakanow, said 
the project would further comple-
ment Wakanow’s drive to make 
airfares considerably affordable for 
Africans and open a new vista of op-
portunities for African economies. 
Wakanow had earlier announced a 
historic transition from a two-week 
airline billing settlement cycle to 
pioneer a daily direct remittance 
and pre-paid card payment settle-
ment which will significantly reduce 
the cost of travel for customers.

While commending the leader-
ship of the African Union for the 
initiative, Ekezie noted that a single 
unified air transport market would 
inspire sustainable development 
of the air transport sector in Africa, 

celebrate the Valentine’s season.
“We are set to delight our 

guests with a super-special din-
ing offer on this year’s Valentine’s 
Day,” said Shola Adeyemo, PR 
and marketing manager, Trans-
corp Hilton Hotel Abuja“We 
know it’s the most romantic time 
of the year and we are excited to 
create memories that our guests 
will treasure forever.”

The hotel’s lobby and res-
taurants are already adorned 
with the insignia of the season – 
heart-shaped buntings and other 
Valentine’s Day memorabilia.

Other activities lined up for 
the period include comedy show 
and life musical entertainment at 
the Congress Hall of the hotel.
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Global predictive analytics research 
centre to improve air safety – IATA

The International Air 
Transport Associa-
tion (IATA) and the 
Ci v i l  Av i a t i o n  Au -
thority of Singapore 

(CAAS) announced the sign-
ing of a Memorandum of Col-
laboration (MoC) to establish a 
Global Safety Predictive Analyt-
ics Research Center (SPARC) in 
Singapore. The MoC was signed 
by Alexandre de Juniac, IATA’s 
Director General and CEO, and 
Kevin Shum, Director-General 
of CAAS.

SPARC will utilize predictive 
analytics to identify potential 
aviation safety hazards and 
assess related risks by leverag-
ing the research capabilities in 
Singapore, and operational flight 
data and safety information that 
are available under IATA’s Global 
Aviation Data Management 
(GADM) initiative. End users 
across the aviation community 
can then work collaboratively at 
the system level to address and 
implement appropriate safety 
measures to mitigate the risks, or 
even to prevent the occurrences 
of safety hazards.

The first area of focus for 
SPARC will be runway safety, 
such as runway excursions, 
which are the most frequent 
category of accidents in re-
cent years, according to IATA’s 
analysis.

“Safety is aviation’s highest 
priority and all stakeholders 
are committed to making fly-
ing even safer. The accident 
investigation process will con-

Stories by IFEOMA OKEKE

Achieving the cutting-edge 
approach to flight safety risk 
management as envisioned in 
the SPARC initiative will require 
a mindset change. Broad con-
sultation and collaboration for 
knowledge sharing will identify 
the most effective applications 
of the safety information pro-
duced. In the coming months, 
the SPARC project team will be 
working closely with the industry 
and its stakeholders to develop 
safety predictive models to en-
sure that the output generated 
meets the industry’s current and 
future needs.

South African Airways 
(SAA) has announced 
plans to introduce the 
new A330-300 on the 

London route from March 2018. 
The airline has also decided to 
adjust frequencies on the route 
to a single daily service.

“We have decided to focus on 
those areas of our business that 
will enhance our efficiencies, 
bring more value to our custom-
ers and produce improved over-
all performance of the airline. 
Network optimisation is one 
such area that can contribute to-
wards containing our costs and 
we introduced some initiatives 
that must yield dividends to re-
turn the business to commercial 
sustainability in the shortest time 
possible,” Vuyani Jarana, SAA 
CEO, said.

At the end of 2017, SAA an-
nounced network remediation 
on the domestic and regional 

South African Airways introduces new Airbus 
A330-300 on Johannesburg-London route

markets and the airline has now 
turned its attention to its interna-
tional network.

“We have also decided to up-
grade the service operating be-
tween Johannesburg and London 
Heathrow to the new Airbus 
A330-300 with effect from Sun-
day, 25 March 2018. This will 
afford customers a significantly 
improved on-board Business and 
Economy product, with state-
of-the-art technology, increased 
comfort and capacity,” explained 
Jarana.

With effect from 20 April 
2018, SAA will operate a single 
daily flight from Johannesburg to 
London Heathrow replacing the 
double daily service operating on 
the route currently.

 “Our announcement to in-
troduce the new A330-300 on 
the very competitive London 
route next month is exciting and 
positive news for our customers,” 

Heritage meets the future as Lufthansa 
presents a new brand design

“Lufthansa has changed and 
is more modern and successful 
than ever. From now on, this 
will also be visible to the public 
through a new design”, Carsten 
Spohr, Chairman of the Executive 
Board of Deutsche Lufthansa AG 
said. “The crane has always been 
with us and clearly stands for the 
promising performance from Luf-
thansa. To this day, it still stands 
as a symbol of highest quality, 
excellent service, flying expertise, 
reliability, innovative spirit; and it 
stands for trust.”

Against the backdrop of digi-
talization and changing customer 
requirements, Lufthansa recog-
nized that the company needed 
to modernize the aircraft appear-
ance in order to remain up to date. 
The Group invests two billion 
euros a year in new, fuel efficient 
aircraft.

The premium on board and 
ground services meet individual 
customer requirements.

Lufthansa revealed its new, 
modernized brand image 
to customers and employ-
ees at two major events at 

the Frankfurt and Munich hubs on 
Wednesday, the 7th of February.

The most visible change is 
the new aircraft livery. In front 
of more than 3,000 guests in 
Frankfurt and Munich, Lufthansa 
officially presented a Boeing 747-
8 and an Airbus A321 with the 
new design.

In the previous week, indi-
vidual details created interactive 
discussions, especially on social 
media. The response to the new 
appearance was predominantly 
positive, although some people 
missed the traditional yellow 
tone; nevertheless, it will receive 
a specific function to serve as a 
means of orientation and differen-
tiation. The color will be found in 
the future, on every boarding pass 
and at every Lufthansa counter at 
the airport, among other things.

tinue to be a fundamental tool 
in improving safety. However, 
as the number of accidents 
declines, we need to take a 
system-based, data-driven, pre-
dictive approach to preventing 
accidents, including analyzing 
the more than 10,000 flights 
that operate safely every day. 
The Singapore Government 
and the CAAS have been strong 
partners of IATA and we look 
forward to working with them 
through SPARC to help to take 
aviation safety to an even high-
er level,” said de Juniac.

Kevin Shum, director-general 

of CAAS, added, “CAAS and 
IATA have developed a strong 
partnership over the years. To-
gether, we continue to work 
closely with the aviation commu-
nity to enhance safety and facili-
tate sustainable aviation growth. 
The establishment of SPARC in 
Singapore is especially timely 
given the anticipated doubling 
of air traffic in the Asia Pacific by 
2036. SPARC’s predictive data 
analytics capabilities will help 
the aviation sector in Asia Pacific 
better anticipate, prioritize and 
address safety issues more ef-
fectively.”

L-R: Sandip Showdhury, AGM commercial Dana Air; Kingsley Ezenwa, communications manager; Ikenna Eme, special adviser 
to the Imo state Governor; Otobong Dominic, station manager; Tom - James, customer service agent and Chinasa Osuagwu, 
customer service agent, during the opening ceremony of Dana Air’s office at Imo Concorde Hotel, Owerri Imo state. 

Etihad Airways has intro-
duced a new baggage 
policy tailored to varying 
customer requirements 

in the international markets it 
serves.

The changes allow for a sim-
pler baggage structure as the 
allowance for all markets, ex-
cluding the US and Canada , 
is now based on total weight 
rather than the number of bags 
checked in.

Mohammad Al Bulooki, Etihad 
Airways Executive Vice President 
Commercial, said: “In line with 
global best practice and market 
trends, Etihad Airways has de-
veloped a baggage policy that 
best caters to the differing needs 
of our guests around the world. 
The switch to a policy based on 
weight rather than the number 
of bags simplifies our allowance 
system and provides greater 
convenience and customer ben-
efit while enhancing the travel 
experience.”

With the switch to a weight-
based baggage policy, the major-
ity of markets will be entitled 
to 23kg of checked baggage on 
Economy Deal fares, 30kg on 
Economy Saver and Classic fares, 
and 35kg on Economy Flex fares. 
Customers in all Business Class 
fare categories are entitled to 
40kg, and First Class customers 
enjoy a 50kg allowance. Guests 
in The Residence onboard Etihad 
Airways’ flagship Airbus A380 
fleet are provided with an allow-
ance of four bags at 32kg each.

Notable exceptions where 
the policy has been tailored to 
market requirements include all 
flights from Africa, where the 
allowance is 40kg as standard 
on both Economy and Business 
Class fares.

Jarana added.
SAA took delivery of five new 

A330-300 aircraft last year.  The 
aircraft offers state-of-the-art 
technology; they are environmen-
tally friendly and super-comfort-
able. The interiors are striking in 
warm, neutral colours to provide a 
comfortable, elegant and relaxed 
ambience, leaving customers feel-
ing well rested. 

The A330-300s offer more 
Business Class seats than any 
a ir c r af t  a l re a d y in  th e  SA A 
fleet. In total, the aircraft has 
capacity for 249 passengers, 
with 46 in Business Class and 
203 in Economy Class. They 
are quieter than previous-gen-
eration aircraft, equipped with 
advanced avionics and naviga-
tion systems, and have ultra-
fuel-efficient Rolls-Royce Trent 
engines, resulting in lower fuel 
burn and, as a result, lower car-
bon emissions.

Etihad introduces 
new baggage policy
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L-R: Joe Mbulu, transformation director, Union Bank; Ehi Ojeh, lead, innovation and strategy, Union Bank; 
Femi Taiwo, acting executive director, LEAP Africa and Okoroleju Alero, CEO/founder, OLEJU, at the one week 
immersion fellowship programme in Lagos.

L-R: Adesina Adedayo, deputy vice president, Chartered Institute of Taxation of Nigeria (CITN) presenting 
souvenirs to Adekunle Adeosun, chairman of Ogun State Internal Revenue (OGIRS) at the Revenue Building 
Oke-Mosan, Abeokuta when members of CITN came for the inauguration  CITN Ota and District on Thursday. 
Pic by Razaq Ayinla

L-R: Yao Wenjun, Consulate General, People’s Republic of China in Lagos; Yinka Sanni, chief executive, Stanbic 
IBTC Holdings PLC, and Wang Jianzhong, administration director, People’s Republic of China in Lagos, at the 
2017 Stanbic IBTC Fine Arts and The Acts event in Lagos.

L-R: Herbert Wigwe, CEO and group managing director, Access Bank; Adams Oshiomhole, former Governor of 
Edo State; Aliko Dangote, President, Dangote Group; Mo Abudu, CEO, EbonyLife TV; Femi Otedola, chairman, 
Forte Oil Plc, and Sam Iwuajoku, chairman, QUITS Aviation Services, at the premiere of The Royal Hibiscus 
Hotel in Lagos.

L-R: Henry Ajoh, general manager, SIFAX Shipping Company Limited; Kunle Folarin, Chairman, Nigerian Ports 
Consultative Council (NPCC); Hassan Bello, executive secretary/CEO, Nigerian Shippers’ Council, and Olayiwola 
Shittu, national president, Association of Nigerian Licensed Customs Agents (ANLCA) at the town hall meeting 
on the Federal Government’s newly introduced cargo palletisation policy in Lagos.

L-R: Olufemi Ashipa, vice president, marketing, Lumos Nigeria, the Community Partner to the Marathon; Ibrahim 
Shehu Gusau, president, Athletics Federation of Nigeria (AFN); Kweku Tandoh, chairman, Lagos State Sports 
Commission, and Bukola Olapade, 2018 Lagos City Marathon Project Consultant, at the media press conference 
for Lagos City Marathon 2018 in Lagos

Minister of Science and Technology, Ogbonnaya Onu (r) addressing a News Conference on the Executive Order 
on policy guidelines,  planning and execution of projects, programmes and contracts with science, engineering and 
technology components, in Abuja on Thursday (8/2/18). With him is the Permanent Secretary, Amina Shamaki. 

Commandant of National Defence College (NDC), Rear Adm. Adeniyi Osinowo (L) and representative of the 
Inspector-General of Police, Valentine Ntounchukwu, during the latter’s visit to deliver lecture at NDC in Abuja 
on Thursday (8/2/18). /NAN
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The Kwara State House 
of Assembly has called 
on the state government 
to extend its campaign 
against Lassa Fever to Lo-

cal Government Councils, traditional 
rulers, places of worship and market 
to prevent the spread of the disease 
to the state.

 The call was sequel to a matter of 
general public importance raised by 
the House Leader, Hassan Oyeleke on 
the scourge of Lassa fever in Nigeria.

 The Deputy Speaker, Mathew 
Okedare, who presided over the sit-
ting and read the resolutions of the 
House, explained that the need for 
the state government to extend its 
advocacy became expedient in view 
of the urgent need to halt the spread 
of the deadly disease in the state.

 The law makers equally enjoined 
the state government to always make 
drugs available to its citizens through 
adequately trained health personnel 
to curb the spread of Lassa fever.

 It also called on the State Ministry 
of Environment to always ensure 
prompt evacuation of refuse from the 
Goro bins breeding of rats, pointing 
out that keeping the household clean 
would go a long way to keep Lassa 
fever away from the state.

 The House Leader had while 
raising the matter of general public 
importance, disclosed that the dis-
ease had been on rampage and urged 
government to look inward in curbing 
its spread to the state.

A recent online survey 
by a research team 
f r o m  t h e  D e p a r t -
ment of Gerontol-
ogy, University of 

Kansas, United States of Ameri-
ca, has shown that Nigerian men 
show high conformity to mascu-
line beliefs on cancer disease.

 The University of Kansas of-
ten referred to as KU or Kansas, 
is a public research university in 
the Kansas state of the U.S.A.

 The survey shows that Ni-
gerian men do not believe to 
be likely diagnosed with cancer 
and nearly half do not believe 
that individually as men, they are 
susceptible to cancer diagnoses.

 This survey was conducted 
on two hundred and fifty Nigerian 
men regarding their beliefs and 
perceptions of cancer diagnoses.

 “We found out that many 
Nigerian men do not believe that 
they are at heightened risk of 
cancer. Still, an alarming number 
of those who reported having 
a family history of cancer have 
never engaged in any form of 

Nigerian men doubt possibility of personal cancer diagnosis – Survey   

Kwara Assembly charges government to 
intensify effort on fight against Lassa fever
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 Other members who contributed 
on the matter expressed displeasure 
that the deadly disease was not receiv-
ing deserved attention, and advocated 
the need to put adequate measures in 
place to tackle the disease in the state.

According to WHO, Lassa fever is 
a zoonotic disease, meaning that hu-
mans become infected from contact 
with infected animals. The animal res-
ervoir, or host, of Lassa virus is a rodent 
of the genus Mastomys, commonly 
known as the “multimammate rat.” 
Mastomys rats infected with Lassa 
virus do not become ill, but they can 
shed the virus in their urine and faeces.

Because the clinical course of the 
disease is so variable, detection of the 
disease in affected patients has been 
difficult. However, when presence 
of the disease is confirmed in a com-
munity, prompt isolation of affected 
patients, good infection protection 
and control practices and rigorous 
contact tracing can stop outbreaks.

According to the WHO, the incu-
bation period of Lassa fever ranges 
from 6–21 days. The onset of the 
disease, when it is symptomatic, is 
usually gradual, starting with fever, 
general weakness, and malaise. After 
a few days, headache, sore throat, 
muscle pain, chest pain, nausea, vom-
iting, diarrhoea, cough, and abdominal 
pain may follow. In severe cases facial 
swelling, fluid in the lung cavity, bleed-
ing from the mouth, nose, vagina or 
gastrointestinal tract and low blood 
pressure may develop.

 Protein may be noted in the urine. 
Shock, seizures, tremor, disorienta-

cancer preventive behaviour” 
said Darlingtina Atakere Social 
Psychology and Gerontology at 
the University of Kansas.

 Atakere said that men are of-
ten socialised to project strength, 
autonomy, dominance, stoicism, 
a n d  a v o i d  a n y  e x p r e s s i o n  o f 
emotion or vulnerability; all of 
which could be interpreted as 
weakness.

 “Beliefs on these socially 
contrived messages regarding 
masculinity and manhood are 
acknowledged in defining the 
behavioural patterns of men, 
which may have considerable 

tion, and coma may be seen in the 
later stages. Deafness occurs in 25% 
of patients who survive the disease. 
In half of these cases, hearing returns 
partially after 1–3 months. Transient 
hair loss and gait disturbance may oc-
cur during recovery.

 Death usually occurs within 14 
days of onset in fatal cases. The dis-
ease is especially severe late in preg-
nancy, with maternal death and/or 
fetal loss occurring in more than 80% 
of cases during the third trimester.

 WHO report further states that 

consequences on their health 
outcomes.

 “These beliefs may prevent 
men from practicing good health 
behaviour, such as engaging in 
early cancer detection through 
screening and therefore contrib-
ute (in part) to cancer diagnoses at 
a point when chances for survival 
are non-existent” Atakere said.

 Experts argue that individuals’ 
health behaviours and outcomes 
are importantly related to their 
beliefs about how susceptible 
they are to disease.

 “If a person does not believe 
they are vulnerable to cancer, 

humans usually become infected 
with Lassa virus from exposure to 
urine or faeces of infected Mastomys 
rats. Lassa virus may also be spread 
between humans through direct 
contact with the blood, urine, faeces, 
or other bodily secretions of a person 
infected with Lassa fever. There is no 
epidemiological evidence supporting 
airborne spread between humans. 
Person-to-person transmission oc-
curs in both community and health-
care settings, where the virus may 
be spread by contaminated medical 

they are less likely to practice 
good health behaviour’s related 
to that cancer - such as screen-
ings and medical check-up - and 
may end up with worse health 
outcomes as a result” experts 
says.

 Atakere further said it is vital 
that we understand the author-
ity health perception carries in 
making certain health-related 
decisions.

 “Despite campaigns for early 
cancer detection, additional ef-
forts are needed to effectively 
get Nigerian men to screen for 
cancer. Health information, es-
pecially from the media, usually 
portrays cancer as being predom-
inantly a ‘White’ problem. These 
social orientations and structural 
domains combine to increase 
health risks and diminish health-
promoting behaviours.”

  “We need a more in-depth 
and tailored assessment to reach 
a decisive understanding of the 
influence socio-cultural factors, 
(such as health perceptions) has 
among Nigerian men. Taking this 
necessary step may decrease 
the barriers to cancer screening, 
and thus promote early detec-

equipment, such as re-used needles. 
Sexual transmission of Lassa virus has 
been reported.

Lassa fever occurs in all age groups 
and both sexes.

 Persons at greatest risk are those 
living in rural areas where Mastomys 
are usually found, especially in com-
munities with poor sanitation or 
crowded living conditions. Health 
workers are at risk if caring for Lassa 
fever patients in the absence of proper 
barrier nursing and infection preven-
tion and control practices.

tion while leading to living a 
longer and healthier life” Atakere 
added.

 According to The American 
Cancer Society, the cancers that 
most often affect men are pros-
tate, colon, lung, and skin can-
cers. Knowing about these can-
cers and what you can do to help 
prevent them or find them early 
(when they are small and easier 
to treat) may help save your life.

 Th e y  a l s o  s t a t e  t h a t  t h e 
chance of getting prostate can-
cer goes up as a man gets older. 
Most prostate cancers are found 
in men over the age of 65. For 
reasons that are still unknown, 
African American men are more 
likely to develop prostate can-
cer than men of any other races. 
Having one or more close rela-
tives with prostate cancer also 
increases a man’s risk of having 
prostate cancer.

They therefore recommend 
that men make an informed de-
cision with their health care pro-
vider about whether to be tested 
for prostate cancer. Research has 
not yet proven that the benefits 
outweigh the harms of testing 
and treatment. 
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The PyeongChang Win-
ter Olympics kicked 
off on Friday in South 
Korea, but the fears of 
Norovirus outbreak 

and high cost of hotels is putting 
countries off from participating 
at the PyeongChang games.

The Americans athletes are 
set to boycott the event, sitting; 
high travel costs, shortage of 
hotel rooms and tensions with 
North Korea.

“Our travel sales to this Olym-
pics have been very light,” said 
Anbritt Stengele, founder of 
specialist travel company Sports 
Traveler.

PyeongChang, with a popula-
tion of 44,000 is not a model tour-
ist destination. It’s a two-hour 
train journey from the South 
Korean capital, Seoul.

Stengele had hoped that cli-
ents would be able to stay in 
Seoul and commute to the Olym-
pics. But then she factored in the 
time required for trains, event 
lines and security.

“We decided not to recom-
mend this option to our guests,” 
she said.

Flights bookings from the 
United States to South Korea in 
February were up 24% compared 
to the previous year, according to 
data from travel intelligence firm 
ForwardKeys. But that is a small 
bump for such a big event.

“You would expect triple-
digit growth,” said David Tarsh, 
a spokesman for ForwardKeys.

As part of of its Corpo-
rate Social Responsibil-
ity (CSR) to promote 

sports development in lagos 
and Nigeria, China Automobile 
Group (GAC Motor) was proud 
to partner with the organisers of 
the just held biggest marathon in 
Africa; the Lagos City Marathon 
2018 that took place on Satur-
day, February 10.

As part of its packages for the 
event, the company on Friday 
launched its new product, GS8 
vehicle at the Eko Hotel and 
Suites to the admiration of its 
customers and sport lovers. The 
new GS8 product with the tag: 
‘Made For More’ is a five-door 
sport utility vehicle.

Chairman, CIG Motors, Diana 
Chan disclosed this to Busi-

ANTHONY NLEBEM

Diana Chan, Chairman GAC Motors

Norovirus puts PyeongChang 
Olympic Games at risk

GAC proud to sponsor  Lagos City Marathon 2018
ANTHONY NLEBEM

China and Japan have run 
the most searches for flights to 
South Korea, according to data 
from the travel app Hopper.

Shanghai, Hong Kong and 
Tokyo were the cities with the 
highest search volume for Olym-
pic travel.

Only two U.S. cities made the 
top 10: Los Angeles (6th) and 
New York (9th). The average 
price for round-trip flights from 
these cities was $800 to $930.

About 1,200 people working 
security at the PyeongChang 
Olympics are being kept in their 
rooms for Norovirus test.

Lee Hee-beom, chairman of 
the PyeongChang Olympics 
organizing committee, said they 
would be isolated until they are 
declared well.

PyeongChang’s Olympic or-
ganizing committee on Monday 
said officials have started inves-
tigating the Norovirus outbreak 
after 41 security guards suffered 
diarrhea and vomiting.

Officials are examining food 
and water sources at a moun-
tainside facility in PyeongChang 
where the guards had been stay-
ing and also inspecting 18 other 
facilities that rely on ground-
water.

The International Olympics 
Committee (IOC) on Tuesday 
said is making all efforts to con-
tain the spread of the deadly 
Norovirus.

The move comes after 41 se-
curity guards suffering diarrhea 
and vomiting tested positive for 
the virus.

“They are really making the 
ultimate possible effort to make 
sure that everybody is aware of 
measures against the virus, and 
where there are cases, that the 
right measures are taken,” said 
Christophe Dubi, the Olympic 
Games executive director for 
the IOC.

Du b i  n o t e d  h o w  t h e  P y -
eongChang Organising Com-
mittee was taking a no-risk by-
the-books approach when it 
came to the health matters that 
could possibly affect the Games.

“If any more is identified, then 
the area gets disinfected,” said 
Dubi.

Dubi also tried to assuage 
concerns over the possibility of 
an outbreak within the athletes’ 
village.

“We don’t know exactly what 
the source was, but when it 
comes to the food and beverage 
the whole chain of securing the 
quality of food, they are defi-
nitely respecting all international 
standards.’’

Dubi also said leaflets high-
lighting the dangers of the noro-
virus and how to protect oneself 
from infection will be distributed 
to the general population within 
the Olympic venues.

Norovirus is a contagious 
virus that causes stomach pain, 
nausea and diarrhea. The most 
effective way to stop the spread 
is to practice good hand-washing 
and personal hygiene.

Also, Global flight bookings to 
South Korea in February were up 
about 15% compared to last year, 

nessDay while stressing the 
company’s commitment to the 
success of the marathon.

“Sponsoring the marathon 
is part of our Corporate Social 
Responsibility (CSR) in order 
to give back to our numerous 
customers and sports lovers.

GAC Motor will be giving out 
seven cars to the organisers of 
the marathon, out of which two 
will be going to Nigerian winners 
in the newly introduced 10km 
Road race.

The newly introduced 10km 
Race; tagged The Family Race 
will see the overall winners in 
male and female categories go 
home with choice GA3S car each 
donated by GAC Motors.

Chan emphasized that the 
company was passionate about 
developing talents.

“We are committed to sports 

according to ForwardKeys. But 
that’s not as much as you’d ex-
pect for a major sporting event.

A long-running feud between 
China and South Korea over the 
deployment of a U.S. missile de-
fense system has hurt Chinese 
tourism in South Korea.

“The real origin market that 
matters for [South] Korea is 
China,” said Tarsh. “The market 
from China has completely col-
lapsed.”

The countries with the biggest 
surge in interest include Viet-
nam, the Philippines and Canada.

Bookings from Vietnam have 
surged more than 550% over 
the previous year, according to 
ForwardKeys. A South Korean 
visa waiver program contributed 
to this boost, said Tarsh.

because we know it represents 
development, we are supporting 
this marathon because we know 
our cars have endurance.

“We are sure this partnership 
will yield positive results.”.

She noted that marathon was 
good for healthy living of indi-
viduals generally and it further 
informed the decision of the 
outfit to embrace the project.

“Health is wealth and so we 
encourage people to run for 
healthy living. There are two or 
three competitions and we are 
supporting with our products for 
the 10km race.

“We are going to continue 
our support for the marathon 
to make it better just as we also 
strive to make more quality 
products for Nigerians,” Chan 
stressed.



High wage bills hurt 
Manchester United profits
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English football giant Man-
chester United on Thurs-
day said its core quarterly 

earnings dipped because of 
rising wages for its players after 
its return to the UEFA Champi-
ons League.

Manchester United, whose 
leading players include Paul 
Pogba and David de Gea, are 
currently second in the 20-club 
English Premier League.

They have reached the last 
16 of the UEFA Champions 
League, Europe’s elite club 
competition.

“Our solid business model 
has allowed us to invest in 
the future of the club with the 
extension of Jose Mourinho’s 
contract as manager and the 
acquisition of Alexis Sanchez,” 
Executive Vice Chairman Ed 
Woodward said.

Manager Mourinho last 
month extended his contract 
until  2020, while Sanchez 
moved from Arsenal.

The club’s adjusted earnings 
before interest, tax, deprecia-
tion and amortisation for the 
three months to December 31 
slipped to 67.8 million pounds 
($94.9 million) from 69 million 
pounds a year ago.

Revenue increased 3.8 per 
cent to 163.9 million pounds in 
the period —- the second quarter 
of its 2017/2018 financial year.

However, salary expenses 
for the quarter came in 9.4 
per cent higher at 69.9 million 

Han Sungrae, Director of the 
Korean Cultural Centre 
in Abuja , on Friday said 

the 2018 Winter Olympics in Py-
eongChang is a symbol of peace 
and unity to the world.

Han told newsmen in Abuja, af-
ter watching the Games’ opening 
ceremony at a viewing centre the 
Cultural Centre provided, that 
he was sure the Winter Games 
would help the world further.

The News Agency of Nigeria 
(NAN) reports that the Korean 
Cultural Centre had provided 
two viewing centres on its prem-
ises for interested Nigerians to 
watch the PyeongChang Olym-
pics.

“The successful organisation 
of the opening ceremony by both 
South Korea and North Korea is 
an indication that only peace will 
bring development,’’ Han said.

NAN reports that host coun-
try South Korea produced a show 
of unity with neighbours North 
Korea during the opening ceremo-
ny of the 2018 Winter Olympics in 
Pyeongchang.

Both countries’ athletes came 
under the same flag during the 
parade, after months of tension in 
the Korean peninsula.

“I am glad that South Korea has 
successfully and peacefully hosted 
the opening ceremony of the Py-
eongchang Winter Olympics, in 
spite of the strong tension earlier 
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L-R: Governor Udom Emmanuel represented by Commissioner for Information 
and Strategy, Charles Udoh (m), Acting Permanent Secretary, Federal Ministry 
of Youth and Sports Development, Hauwa Kulu Akinyemi, who represented the 
Minister of Sports and Chairman Spring Vision International Koncept; Phillips, 
during the presentation of National Sports Awards to Akwa Ibom State at Federal 
Ministry of Sports, in Abuja.

pounds on player salary up-
lifts due to participation in the 
UEFA Champions League.

Controlled by the American 
Glazer family, Manchester 
United have won the English 
league title a record 20 times.

in the Korean peninsula.
“We are stronger than all the 

forces that want to divide us and 
I am happy we are united as one 
today,’’ he said.

The Cultural Centre Director 
said opening the centre for Nige-
rians to come in and watch the 
Winter Olympics was part of the 
country’s support for Team Nigeria 
at the Games.

“I will like to wish Nigeria team 
good luck, and that is why we are 
having this event here today so 
that we can together cheer Nigeria 
to victory.

“I hope the Nigerian people 
enjoy the Pyeongchang Olympics 
alongside Team Nigeria,’’ he said.

NAN reports that the Nigerian 
contingent to the Games has four 
athletes, two coaches and a team 
coordinator.

The athletes are Seun Adigun, 
Akuoma Omeoga and Ngozi On-
wumere, who will represent Ni-
geria in the bobsled event, and 
Simidele Adeagbo who will take 
part in the skeleton event.

NAN reports further that an 
estimated crowd of 35,000 specta-
tors inside the Olympic Stadium in 
PyeongChang, South Korea were 
given seat warmers, wind shields, 
hats and gloves during the opening 
ceremony.

This was because temperatures 
in the city went as low as -6C dur-
ing the two hour-long ceremony.

The Ministerof Youth and 
Sports Development, Bar 
Solomon Dalong has ap-

preciated the contribution of the 
Akwa Ibom State Government 
under Governor Udom Emman-
uel to the development of sports 
in Nigeriaand her contribution 
towards promoting, upholding, 
sustaining and protecting the 
image of Nigeria through sports. 
The Honourable Minister, who 
referred to Akwa Ibom state as a 
model in sports development in 
Nigeria, praised the steady and 
near impeccable sports develop-
ment programmes in Akwa Ibom 
State.

Dalong made this declaration 
in a special Nationalsports award 
presentation ceremony which 
took place at the conference hall 
of the Federal Ministry of Youth 
and Sports headquarters, Abuja. 
Akwa Ibom State was a proud re-
cipient of 3 National Nigeria sports 
summit awards 2017; where the 
state won the following awards:

1.        Diamond award as the 
state with the Most Compre-
hensive Sport Development Pro-
gramme in Nigeria 2017.

2.        The state with theBest 

Last season, Manchester 
United won the English League 
Cup, as well as Europe’s sec-
ond-tier Europa League com-
petition, securing a slot in the 
cash-rich Champions League 
for the current season.

PyeongChang 2018 is a symbol of 
world peace, says Sungrae

Akwa Ibom is a model for sports development in Nigeria- Dalong
Sports Infrastructure in Nigeria 
2017; and

3.        State with the Most Patri-
otic Sports Supporters in Nigeria.

Making the presentation on 
behalf of the Honourable Minister, 
Acting Permanent Secretary, Fed-

eral Ministry of Youth and Sports, 
Hauwa Kulu Akinyemi stated 
that the awards are in recognition 
of the very focused and result 
oriented sports development 
programme of the state which 
are visible in the good results 

Akwa Ibom State is getting in Na-
tional competitionsin Nigeria. The 
minister described the Godswill 
Akpabio International Stadium as 
the way to go in sports facilities 
in Nigerian. He thanked the state 
government for providing the 
stadium to the Super Eagles of 
Nigeria in their World Cup quali-
fiers towards Russia 2018. The 
Minister said that the support, 
hospitality, goodwill and kind 
gesture of the AkwaIbom people 
made the National team see Uyo 
as real home for them.

Receiving the awards on be-
half of the Akwa Ibom State 
Governor, Udom Emmanuel, 
the Honourable Commissioner 
of Information and Strategy. 
Charles Udoh thanked the Fed-
eral Ministry of Youth and Sport 
and the Organizers of the awards 
for the honour done Akwa Ibom 
State. He reiterated the commit-
ment of His Excellency, Governor 
Udom Emmanuel towards the 
actualization of the sports devel-
opment programme of the state. 
The Commissioner informed the 
audience that Akwa Ibom State 
is building another world class 
Sports Stadium with Artificial 

Turft. He also revealed that the 
State Government is building 10 
new Sport Centres in all the fed-
eral constituencies in the state, 
stating that two of these Centres 
are already completed.  Charles 
Udoh said that the emergence 
of Akwa United FC as last year 
Champions of theFederation 
Cup as well as IbomAngels as 
runners up in the Female event 
of the Federation cup, 2017, was 
not by accident, but due to the 
implementation of the state’s 
sport development programme. 
He described the Honourable 
Minister as an Icon of sport devel-
opment in Nigeria and urged all 
Sport Stakeholders to support the 
vision of the honorable Minister.

The award presentation cer-
emony was attended by all the 
Directors in the Federation Minis-
try of Sports, the representatives 
of some Sports Federations and 
stakeholders as well as mem-
bers of the press and the general 
public.

Winners of the Nigeria sports 
summit awards are arrived at 
through voting by sports Journal-
ists, Sports administrators as well 
as the general public. 



In what some have called a coup, Kenya’s 
opposition leader Raila Odinga was hast-
ily sworn in in a mock ceremony as the 
“people’s president” by two lawyers in 
the presence of a sizeable crowd.

The brief January 30 ceremony took place 
in central Nairobi’s largest park. But this was 
not a coup. Odinga did not purport to assume 
the constitutional office of the president held 
by his rival Uhuru Kenyatta. As some of his 
supporters have argued, this swearing-in was 
largely symbolic.

Odinga’s vocal support mirrors the ethnic 
affiliations of his opposition coalition partners 
– mostly the Luo, Luhya, Kamba and a number 
of tribes from the country’s coastal areas. 
Ranged against them are Kenyatta’s Kikuyu 
and Deputy President William Ruto’s Kalenjin 
ethnic groups. These two ethnic groups have 
produced all the country’s presidents since 
independence 54 years ago. The Kikuyu, who 
have produced three of the last four presi-
dents, are the most populous ethnic group 
in Kenya. They are followed by the Luhya, 
Kalenjin and Luo.

Grievances over land between the Kikuyu 
and Kalenjin have previously sparked violent 
clashes, including post-election carnage in 
2007 and 2008. But rattled by International 
Criminal Court charges over the violence, 
Kenyatta and Ruto closed ranks to win the 
next election in 2013.

The two ethnic groups have been accused 
of exclusionary politics due to their superior 
numbers, wealth, state power and and im-
punity.

Against this backdrop, the events of January 
30 could be read as part of Kenya’s long transi-
tion to democracy and the push to reclaim the 
stalled nation building project.

Not a power grab

Kenya has a vibrant modern economy, but 
remains deeply fractured along ethnic lines.

After independence, Uhuru’s father Jomo 

‘People’s president’ gambit reignites 
power struggle as old as Kenya

Kenyatta preferred the free market model. 
This gave precedence to private capital and 
private land tenure regardless of the prevailing 
inequalities between different ethnic groups.

The senior Kenyatta intimidated Jaramogi 
Odinga and others who challenged his model. 
The senior Odinga, who was Kenyatta’s first 
vice-president and ally turned foe, preferred 
a land redistribution model. This would have 
addressed the land and nationhood crisis that 
continues to date.

The younger Kenyatta has yet to address 
the mess his father created in the land tenure 
system. Odinga on the other hand continues his 
father’s campaign for a more equitable sharing 
of resources. He has also called for a reformed 
electoral system which would guarantee equal 
chances for different ethnic groups to assume 
the presidency regardless of their size.

Odinga’s swearing-in did not amount to a 
power grab nor replace the current president. 
It was more an assertion of people’s power to 
reject a political model in which opposition sup-
porters’ votes don’t seem to count.

In my view, the message is that while 
Kenyatta occupies the office of head of the 
sovereign state, opposition supporters can 
choose who to legitimise as their president in 
their own way. The huge crowd that gathered 
at Uhuru Park fulfilled this mission.

But converting his people power from the 
popularity contest to real power is the chal-
lenge. People power works where the regime 
in power lacks support. But Kenyatta enjoys 
as much support as Odinga in the capital.

What next for Raila Odinga?

Odinga has run for president four times – in 
1997, 2007, 2013 and 2017 – and lost in all. 
Some analysts have suggested that the scale 
and nature of illegalities in the 2007 and 2013 
elections are proof that the outcomes were 
predetermined and the results rigged to 
keep Odinga out. The August 8, 2017 elec-
tion was also nullified over illegalities and 

irregularities.
Win or lose, Odinga has been at the centre 

of the Kenyan political story for decades. 
His latest actions provoked a fierce reaction 
from government which took the unprec-
edented step of shutting out the main TV sta-
tions. Several arrests have also been made.

The jury is still out on whether Odinga’s 
show of power through numbers actually 
matters. The symbolic ceremony seems to 
have reduced tensions among his supporters 
who longed to ‘crown their king’.

The tough talking Kenyatta government 
has interpreted the swearing-in ceremony 
as a criminal offence. The furious reaction 
has further deepened the divisions between 
government and opposition and also among 
their supporters. A middle ground where 
both sides address past injustices and re-
view the relevance of the first-past-the-post 
electoral system in Kenya that privileges 
populous ethnic groups over minority ones 
is what Kenya needs.

As a way forward, dialogue between the 
people’s president and President of the Re-
public should start immediately to address the 
exclusion and entitlement that has prevented 
Kenya’s nation-building project from taking off.

This article, culled from www.cnbcafrica.com, was 
originally published on The Conversation.

NJOKI WAMAI
Wamai is post doctoral research associate at 
the Department of Politics and International 
Studies, University of Cambridge.

The message 
is that while 

Kenyatta oc-
cupies the of-
fice of head of 
the sovereign 
state, opposi-
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ers can choose 
who to legiti-
mise as their 
president in 

their own way
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N762.5bn 
($2.5bn)

BULL’S EYE

This is the worth of the 
treasury bills (T-bills) 
that the Federal Gov-

ernment is planning to 
redeem with Eurobond 

sale. The essence is to 
lower borrowing costs 

for government

The signing into law last 
Thursday of the Lagos 

State Electric Power 
Reform Bill by Governor 

Akinwunmi Ambode is 
most commendable. The 
law is expected to ensure 
24-hour power supply in 

the state
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Nigeria’s manufacturing sector gave 
a fair account of itself in terms of 
output in the first six months of 

2017.
Output measures the monetary value of 

the products churned out from factories 
across the country.

Output in the manufacturing sector 
within the period was estimated at N4.67 
trillion, from N3.76 trillion recorded in the 
corresponding half of 2016. 

This represents 24.2 percent increase 
over the period, according to surveys 
conducted by the Manufacturers Asso-
ciation of Nigeria (MAN). However, this 
is a 7 percent decline when compared 
with N5.02 trillion recorded in the last six 
months of 2017.

Output in the sector was estimated at 
N4.08 trillion in the second half of 2015.

On sectoral bases, food, beverage and 
tobacco group increased output to N1.68 
trillion in the period under review, from 
N1.31 trillion reported in the  correspond-
ing period of 2016, indicating a N0.37 
trillion increase over the period. 

Chemicals & pharmaceutical group 

raised output to N352.25 billion in the 
review period, from N259.27 billion 
recorded in the corresponding period of 
2016, showing a 35.9 percent increase 
over the period. 

Vehicle assemblers upped their out-
put to N1.84 trillion in the review period 

under review, from N1.57 trillion 
recorded in the corresponding half 
of 2016, representing a 17.2 percent 
increase over the period.
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