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2019 in jeopardy as NASS/
INEC supremacy war rages

The ongoing reconstruction of Apapa-Wharf road.  When completed, it is hoped that it will ease the apparently unending gridlock that has led to huge losses to businesses 
and residents.              Pic by Olawale Amoo

Pastor Rotimi Adegbo-
rioye, director of Admin & 
Personnel at The Redeemed 
Christian Church of God 
(RCCG) and a Fellow of the 
Chartered Institute of Per-
sonnel Management (CIPM), 
speaks to SEYI JOHN 
SALAU on the vision of the 
church for the newly-created 
youth ministry and how his 
professional experience as 
a personnel manager has 
helped him as an administra-
tor in the church

Residents recount ordeal as traffic 
robbers take over Lagos

‘The church alone cannot 
fully harness the potential 
of our youth population’

Tired out after long hours 
of business meetings on 
Lagos Island, Victoria Ese, p. 7

Heineken, Distilled Trading Int’l, 
Stanbic Nominees to earn N16bn as 

NB declares final dividend

a company executive, reclined 
at the backseat of her car as her 
driver raced through the largely 
scanty roads. It was about 9 
o’clock on a Friday night. The 
thought of how she would return 
home to her family occupied her 

mind.
As  t h e  c a r  s p e d  t h r o u g h 

Costain down to Orile to Suru 
Alaba on the Lagos-Badagry 
Expressway en route her Festac 
Town residence, Ese’s least con-
sideration was the possibility of 

a violent encounter with armed 
robbers. The road was not just fa-
miliar, it was her everyday route. 
She and her driver knew it like the 
back of their hands. Moreover, 
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Doubts and anxiety now 
envelop an appreciable 
number of Nigerians that 
the 2019 general elections 
may have already been 
rigged.

Underage, alien voters fuel fear 
2019 elections already rigged

OLUREMI COMFORT 
SONAIYA, a professor, 
who was the only female 
presidential candidate in 
2015 on the platform of the 
KOWA Party

2019: We must stop lavish 
expenditure that encourages 
electoral fraud – Sonaiya

Clouds of uncertainty appear to be 
gathering over the 2019 general 
elections as the ongoing war of 
supremacy between the National 
Assembly and the Independent 

National Electoral Commission (INEC) over elec-
tion sequence is not showing any signs of ending 
soon. This is even as pundits say the Presidency, 
which before now had been in the battle only mar-
ginally, is gearing to fully enter the ring.

Meanwhile, the threats from some prominent Nigeri-
ans and groups pushing for the country’s restructuring 
that the general election would not hold unless the Fed-
eral Government carried out the restructuring exercise 
are also not abating as more voices continue to ring out.

INEC had on January 9 unveiled the sequence of the 
2019 elections as follows: (a) Presidential and National 
Assembly elections (February 16, 2019), and (b) Gover-
norship and State House of Assembly elections (March 
2, 2019).

But the leadership of the National Assembly, which 
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This country must 
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before the 
election. Without 
restructuring there 
will be no election 

in Nigeria in 
February next year
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Doubts and anxiety 
now envelop an 
appreciable num-
ber of Nigerians 
that the 2019 gen-

eral elections may have already 
been rigged.

This follows recent revela-
tions in Kano and Katsina States, 
where underage voters were 
allegedly seen brandishing their 
Permanent Voter Cards (PVCs) 
and voting in the just concluded 
local government elections in 
Kano State and the by-election 
in Katsina State last week.

The process later turned in the 
results for the ruling All Progres-
sives Congress (APC) in both 
states, raising the questions as 
to how children as young as 8 
and 12 years, could have access 
to the PVCs reserved only for 
people from 18 years and above, 
according to the electoral laws.

Th i s  c o n c e r n  h a s  a l r e a d y 
prompted the Independent 
National Electoral Commission 
(INEC) to issue a public state-
ment. Although it acknowl-
edged the pictures of the un-
derage voters, the commission 
tried to exonerate itself from 
the anomaly, saying, “As far as 
we can ascertain, they (the pic-
tures) relate to a local govern-
ment election conducted at the 
weekend (in Kano).

“While the Commission re-
mains resolute in our commit-
ment to sanitise the nation’s 
electoral process and deliver 
free, fair and credible elections, 
we cannot be held directly or 
vicariously liable for a process 
outside our legal purview.”

INEC’s director of publicity 
and voter education, Oluwole 
Osaze-Uzzi, admitted recently 
that officials out of fear for their 
lives and threats by commu-
nity members register under-
age voters, but assured that the 
commission had a mechanism 
through which it removed the 
ineligibles from the voter regis-
ter even after they found their 
way into the register.

So far, the total number of 
registered voters across the 
country is 73,944,312, accord-
ing to INEC. The North-West 
geopolitical zone leads with a 
total of 18,505,984 voters.

 The South-West zone, which 
comprises Ekiti, Lagos, Ondo, 
Ogun, Osun and Oyo states, 
trails with a total number of 
14,626,800 registered voters, 
while the South-East, with the 
lowest number of states, has 
8,293,093 registered voters.

The main opposition party, 
the People’s Democratic Party 
(PDP) has castigated the INEC 
and blamed it for complicity and 
instigating voting by minors.

IssueOfTheWeek
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Underage, alien voters fuel fear 2019 elections already rigged

The PDP says Nigerians have 
lost confidence in the INEC for 
attempting to cover its complic-
ity in the widespread impunity 
recorded in last Saturday’s Kano 
local council elections, particu-
larly the documented massive 
underage voting that character-
ised the exercise.

The party says it was INEC 
that registered the minors as 
voters in the first place and 
as such should not in any way 
attempt to exonerate itself of 
involvement in the electoral 
fraud, simply because it did not 
directly conduct the elections.

PDP national publicity sec-
retary, Kola Ologbondiyan, in 
a statement on Wednesday, 
said the press release by INEC, 
wherein it tried to exonerate 
itself from culpability in the 
participation of minors in Kano 
election, clearly showed that 
INEC under Mahmood Yakubu 
was completely unreliable and 
cannot be trusted.

“We ask: Who is fooling who? 
Is it not INEC that registered 
the minors and issued them 
with Permanent Voter’s Cards 
(PVC) to participate in elec-
tions as clearly documented in 
the Kano council election? Can 
INEC truly acquit itself as the 
original culprit who set the stage 
for the eventual participation of 
the minors and overall rigging of 
the elections?

“By resorting to lame excuses 
and trying to exonerate itself at 
a time it should be taking deci-
sive steps to protect the sanctity 
of its sensitive materials such as 
the PVC, this INEC has shown 
that it cannot be relied upon as 
a responsible and trustworthy 
electoral umpire.

“Indeed, if  this INEC was 
serious about the sanctity of 
sensitive electoral materials, by 
now, it should have ordered the 
immediate review of its voter 
register in Kano and Katsina 
states, fishing out and prosecut-

ing those who registered the mi-
nors and clean up the electoral 
system in the affected states.

“Viewed alongside series of 
numerous other irregularities 
being allowed by INEC to favor 
the ruling APC, including alleged 
conspiracy with APC-controlled 
security operatives to intimi-
date opposition members and 
manipulate elections as wit-
nessed in the last Saturday’s 
Mashi/Dutsi Federal Constitu-
ency “Supplementary election 
in Katsina state, any reasonable 
person will decode that INEC, 
as presently constituted, has 
serious questions to answer, 
especially as we approach the 
2019 general elections.”

In Kano election debacle last 
weekend, reports were rife 
about polling officials waiting in 
vain for sensitive materials to be 
supplied by officials of the State 
Electoral Commission which, as 
is now obvious, was a deliberate 
arrangement to disenfranchise 
genuine voters and rig the poll. 
Nigerians are now more afraid 
that this sly move could be rep-
licated all over the federation 
to frustrate eligible voters and 
deny them their rights across 
the federation.

Nigerians are also struck by 
the fear that the porous borders 
especially around the northern 
axis have allegedly become 
transit routes through which de-
vious politicians now make way 
for aliens from countries such as 
Chad, Niger, Mali, Guinea and 
Senegal to infiltrate the country 
to register and vote in elections.

This situation has been on for 
decades but it is worsening in 
recent times and the failure and 
sometimes the alleged complic-
ity of the immigration officials 
who allowed these aliens into 
the country compound not just 
the electoral fraud but even 
pose a serious security threat 
to the country.

Responding to this develop-

ment, the Executive Director of 
Civil Society Legislative Advo-
cacy Centre (CISLAC), Auwal 
Ibrahim Musa Rafsanjani, told   
BusinessDay on Friday that the 
issue of underage voting in Kano 
last week was unfortunate and 
shameful saying “I think what 
happened is a shame and if it is 
going to be replicated in 2019, 
then we are in trouble.”

Although he exonerated the 
INEC, he blamed the state gov-
ernment saying “I am sure that 
what happened was a result of 
intimidation and violence perpe-
trated by the governor of Kano 
State against his opponents.

INEC has been calling on Ni-
gerians to register and Nigerians 
have to respond to that call.

“There was no proper proce-
dure that was followed in the 
conduct of that election in Kano 
and not only in Kano but in Lagos 
and Delta in previous local elec-
tions. The issue is that they did 
not even use any PVCs, young 
children were just seen thump 
printing the ballot papers. So, 
all I can say is that there was 
no election in Kano. We rather 
blame the state government. I 
think it’s the desperation and 
lack of transparency that char-
acterized the process.”

The Head Research Policy and 
Advocacy or Youth Initiative 
for Advocacy, Growth and Ad-
vancement, Samson Itodo, told 
BusinessDay on Friday, “There is 
complicity on the part of the reg-
istration officials no doubts but 
the critical problem is actually 
the community conspiracy. The 
communities actually conspired 
and enforced it on the officials 
to register under age persons. 
And this is driven by a particular 
philosophy that communities 
do have and it has to do with 
the nature of Nigeria’s political 
economy that confers access to 
resources based on state power.

  “State power determines ac-
cess to resources, therefore the 

Innocent odoh, Abuja
number of registered voters you 
are able to have in your commu-
nity will determine the access to 
resources that the community 
will benefit. Politics is a game 
of numbers and because of that 
people devise different strate-
gies and means to ensure that 
they get the figures behind them   
and that is something that we 
really need to resolve.”

He added that there are in-
stances where registration offi-
cials have been intimidated and 
threatened by the communities 
and if they officials do not regis-
ter these under age voters, they 
will probably be lynched.

He however, noted that the 
problem of underage voters and 
even registration by foreigners 
could be addressed by the of-
ficials.  “When the registration 
officials register people under 
duress they have the duty and 
responsibility to ensure that 
when they go back to consoli-
date on the data they take out 
all those people who by mere 
observation you can tell they 
have not attained the age of 
18. This brings to the fore the 
need for a consolidated national 
identity database, which we 
currently don’t have because of 
infrastructural deficit and that is 
just incompetence.

“This under age voting and the 
alleged voting by foreigners can 
undermine the integrity of the 
process and we have an oppor-
tunity in the ongoing continuous 
voter registration to ensure that 
we expose all those communi-
ties who are encouraging this 
type of behaviour and to also 
deal with INEC officials who 
are compromised to register 
under aged children and aliens 
and prosecute them because it 
is an electoral offence,” he said.

The provisions of the Electoral 
Act provide the opportunity to 
interrogate the voter register 
before it is finalised on the eve of 
General Elections.    According to 
the electoral law the register, in-
cluding pictures of registrants, is 
displayed at registration centres 
and polling units nationwide 
for claims and objections. The 
purpose is for the register to 
be assessed by citizens so that 
ineligibles such as underage, 
aliens etc are eliminated.

It has been discovered that 
most Nigerians do not pay at-
tention, neither do they check 
the register and raise the nec-
essary objections to help INEC 
clean up the register. This laxity 
therefore is another albatross 
because once the register is 
finalised, it requires a legal pro-
cess to expunge the names 
of voters from the register. It 
becomes even more difficult 
where there is community com-
plicity, which has become very 
rampant.



L-R: Sandra Bell, Committee Member, British Women Group, Lagos; Gabriel Maria, Udogu Coordinator, St Pio 
Boys Hostel; Julian McKnight, Chairperson, British Women Group, Lagos; Femi Yussuf, National Customer 
Service Manager, Mouka Nigeria, and Zoueen Bandyopadhyay, Treasurer, British Women Group, Lagos, 
during the donation of mattresses and other relief materials to St Pio Boys Hostel in Ijebu Igbo, Ogun State.

L-R: Richard Noamesi Amenyah, Global Fund Implementation Adviser, UNAIDS; Kayode Ogungbemi, act-
ing DG, NACA, and Aliza Leferink, marketing director RB, West Africa, during RB presentation of 100,000 
units of condoms to UNAIDS/NACA in Abuja. 

L-R: Esa Ogbu representative of Inspector-General of Police, presenting an award on peace to Abike 
Dabiri-Erewa, senior special assistant to the President on foreign affairs and diaspora, in Abuja, With them 
is Ekeoba Kelechi, deputy controller of immigration.

The head of school, Uzoma Anazodo, staffs and students of Villa d’crystal Montesori School presenting 
Valentine gift to the chairman of Spinal Cord Injuries Association  of Nigeria in Festac Lagos State, recently.

L-R: Ade Laoye, president, Lagos Polo Club; Ifeoma Okoye, public affairs manager, Lagos & West, Nigerian Bot-
tling Company Ltd (NBC); Damilola Odujinrin, experiential excellence execution manager for NBC; Ayo Olashojo, 
Lagos Polo Club captain, and Seyi Oyinlola, Lagos Polo Club Tournament manager, at a press briefing to herald 
the kick-off of the 2018 edition of Lagos International Polo Tournament in Lagos.

L-R: John Senaya, past president, Rotary Club of Ikoyi; Wale Omole, coordinator, free eye cataract 
surgery by Rotary Club of Ikoyi; Charles Okonkwo, director, community services, Rotary Club of 
Ikoyi; Isichei Osamgbi, president, Rotary Club of Ikoyi; Alarape Taofik of Eye Foundation Hospital, 
attending to one of the beneficiaries, Afolayan Bose, during the Rotary Club of Ikoyi Free Cataract 
Surgery operation in partnership with the Eye Foundation Hospital in Lagos.

L-R: Lekan Makinde, DG/CEO, OOF; Olubolade Kuforiji, dep. VC, Bells University, Ota; Ope Farinu, acting. 
conductor, health services, Bells University, and Alabi Ajoke, an architect at the University.

L-R: Tolu Salu, category manager, Oral Care, Unilever Nigeria Plc.; Reekado Banks; Titilope Kola-Banjo, brand 
manager, Closeup, Unilever Nigeria Plc., and George Umoh, channel and category development manager, 
Oral Care, Unilever Nigeria Plc, at the Closeup Cool Breeze #CoolLikeThat campus party finale which held on 
Wednesday February 7, 2018 at the University of Lagos Sports Complex, Lagos, Nigeria.
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2019 in jeopardy as...
has neither enjoyed a robust relationship 
with the leadership of the ruling All Pro-
gressives Congress (APC) nor that of the 
executive, feared being ambushed by the 
sequence rolled out by INEC.

The federal lawmakers believe that the 
election sequence could lead to a band-
wagon effect, saying that their decision 
to reorder the sequence was to prevent 
a repeat of the 2015 exercise where un-
popular candidates rode on the popularity 
of other candidates to emerge victorious 
in their elections.

Some other lawmakers interested in 
going back to the National Assembly but 
not in the good books of the Presidency 
express fears that should election be 
held according to the INEC timetable, the 
president could decide to employ every 
arsenal at his disposal to ensure they do 
not return to the chambers once he is sure 
of his own victory.

Following the release of the timetable 
by INEC, the House of Representatives 
had commenced a process to amend the 
Electoral Act 2010 with the inclusion of 
section 25(1) in the law aimed at reorder-
ing the sequence of the elections.

Senior lawyers had argued that neither 
the Presidency nor National Assembly 
can dictate to INEC on the order in which 
next year’s general elections should hold.

According to them, INEC can only act 
based on the Electoral Act 2010 and its 
guidelines without recourse to the two 
arms of government.

The lawyers, however, said the National 
Assembly can alter the elections order by 
an amendment order of the enabling law.

“What the National Assembly is not al-
lowed to do is to change this law less than 
six months to any election. We still have 
14 months before the election, so they can 
amend the law to change the order,” Mike 
Ozekhome, a Senior Advocate of Nigeria 
(SAN), said.

“But beyond it, it is more responsible 
and more politically correct to put lesser 
elections first before the biggest election. 
The little masquerade first dances in the 
village square before the biggest of them 
all come out,” he said.

On February 6, the National Assembly 
Conference Committee on Electoral Act 
(amendment) Bill adopted the reordered 
sequence of the 2019 general elections.

On Wednesday, February 14, 2018, the 
Senate adopted the amended Electoral 
Act after the House of Representatives 
had done so earlier.

The amended version of the election 
sequence by the Senate is as follows: (a) 
National Assembly elections; (b) State 
Houses of Assembly and Governorship 
elections, and (c) Presidential election.

The new Electoral Act, which contains 
the new sequence, will now be transmit-
ted to the president for assent. This, ac-
cording to pundits, may present another 
battle front.

Some political observers say because 
by the new arrangement the legislators 
are somewhat telling President Buhari 
that he is on his own, a ploy staunch 
supporters of the president have seen 
through, Nigerians should expect more 
fireworks and battle of wits from both the 
Presidency and the National Assembly as 
the bill goes for presidential assent.

While some analysts have said the presi-
dent holds the ace because his assent is 
required before the bill can become law, 

some others argue that in the event that 
the president withholds his assent, the 
National Assembly could call his bluff and 
go ahead to override him.

Some analysts say Buhari is likely to veto 
the resolutions of the National Assembly, 
and if he does, then the NASS resolutions 
would have no effect whatsoever.

They add, however, that the National 
Assembly could also override the presi-
dent’s veto, leaving room for a legal 
battle between the executive and the 
legislature.

Equally, INEC could sue, asking the 
court whose right it is to determine elec-
tion sequences.

“Whether it would be assented to 
or not by the president, as far as we 
are concerned, remains in the realm of 
conjecture for now, but if such eventu-
ally happens, we will know how to cross 
the bridge,” Edward Pwajok, chairman, 
House of Representatives Committee 
on INEC, said.

Disappointed at the ding-dong between 
the National Assembly and INEC, Remi 
Sonaiya, a former presidential candidate 
in the 2015 election, who has also indi-
cated interest to contest in 2019, said that 
Nigerians were being taken for a ride by 
both the NASS and INEC. Sonaiya said the 
fixture was made as if they were heading 
toward a pre-determined outcome.

“They should treat Nigerians respect-
fully. We are all stakeholders in the Nigeria 
project. Did INEC explain to Nigerians 
why elections must hold in a particular 
order, why one must come before the 
other?” Sonaya said.

“The commission should have ex-
plained to Nigerians why it fixed one 
election before the others. The National 
Assembly also must explain to Nigerians 
why they want the elections in a particular 
order. With this they would have removed 
every doubt that their action is just about 
trying to favour themselves. They deceive 

the people so much,” she said.
But the tinkering last week of the elec-

tion timetable through the adoption of 
the conference committee report on the 
Electoral Act (Amendment) Bill which 
would be used to conduct the elections, 
has been described by analysts as a dan-
gerous development.

Also speaking in an exclusive interview 
with BDSUNDAY in Lagos, Guy Ikokwu, 
a prominent member of the Southern 
Leaders’ Forum (SLF), re-echoed the 
sentiments that there could be no election 
without restructuring.

Ikokwu said Nigeria had carried on for 
far too long on a unitary arrangement er-
roneously tagged federal system, noting 
that there’s an urgent need to restructure 
the country now.

“This country must be restructured 
before the election. Without restructur-
ing there will be no election in Nigeria in 
February next year,” he said.

BDSUNDAY recalls that in the wake 
o f  r e n e w e d  c a l l s  f o r  r e s t r u c t u r i n g 
following APC’s electoral victory in 
2015 and its backtracking on the issue, 
several groups across mostly southern 
Nigeria had threatened to boycott 
the 2019 elections unless the Buhari 
administration and the APC agreed to 
restructure the country.

In December 2016, a coalition of pres-
sure and socio-political groups in the 
South-East under the banner of the East-
ern Consultative Assembly (ECA) stated 
restructuring of the country as a major 
condition for backing any candidate or po-
litical party in the 2019 general elections.

In July 2017, Niger Delta Young Leaders 
Stakeholders (NDYLS), a South-South 
socio-cultural group, also warned that 
there would be no general election or al-
location of oil blocs in the region in 2019 if 
the country was not restructured.

Moses Siasia, a former governorship 
candidate in Bayelsa State, told journal-

ists that the group, which comprises over 
60 young leaders across states of the 
Niger Delta, reached the resolution after 
a roundtable meeting in Port-Harcourt.

“The Niger Delta people have unani-
mously agreed that restructuring embod-
ies 100 percent control of their resources. 
The young leaders unanimously demand 
for 100 percent resource ownership, 
control and management and the restruc-
turing of the current faulty political and 
economic architecture of Nigeria which 
is a source of provocation and they said 
this must be done before the 2019 gen-
eral elections or there will be no elections 
across the region and no exploration of oil 
blocks,” Siasia said.

In August 2017, at a colloquium on re-
structuring organised by the Island Club, 
Lagos, prominent Southern leaders said 
without restructuring and devolution of 
powers, there may be no general election 
in 2019.

The colloquium titled ‘Restructuring: 
Challenges, implications and the way 
forward’, was attended by prominent 
leaders in the South-West, South-East, 
South-South and the North.

Last month, at a historic Igbo/Yoruba 
meeting in Enugu tagged ‘Handshake 
Across the Niger’, which also attracted 
representatives from the Niger Delta and 
the Middle Belt, the ethnic groups agreed 
to let go of their differences and work 
towards a restructured Nigeria based on 
equity, fairness, and justice, adding that 
without restructuring there would be no 
election in 2019.

“If you go to election without restruc-
turing, you are done for,” said Ayo Ade-
banjo, frontline Afenifere chieftain, who 
said Buhari was Nigeria’s problem for 
opposing restructuring.

Not even Buhari’s statement in his 2018 
New Year Broadcast that restructuring 
was not the most pressing issue in Nigeria 
has subdued the calls.

Continued from page 1

Yakubu Saraki



News 

Regis Anukwuoji, enugu

Why people no longer believe Nigerian leaders

In a week when most 
political leaders in the 
Port Harcourt zone 
did everything to sit 

beside topmost spiritual 
fathers in Nigeria that 
held January crusades in 
Port Harcourt, a catholic 
priest who has worked 
closely with government 
officials has lambasted 
Nigerian leaders, saying 
they lie all the time.

Most top men of God 
including David Ibiyomie 
of Salvation Ministries, 
Enoch Adeboye of Re-
deemed, William F. Kumiyi 
of Deeper Life, Chibuzor 
Chinyere of Omega Power 
Ministry (OPM), and many 
more, have held powerful 
crusades in recent times 
in Port Harcourt with the 
January season the most 
massive. Top political lead-
ers have always found way 
to take prominent seats 
beside the General Over-
seers to the admiration of 
the worshippers.

The priest said politicians 
tell lies even before the 
sanctuary, right before the 
presence of God, just to 

talk, they do not do what 
they say. There is total lack 
of credibility. This is the 
case of when the speaker 
does not even believe him-
self. What do you expect 
when a rogue is in-charge 
of your finances, how do 
you even believe what he 
submits?”

S p e a k i n g  a b o u t  t h e 
dangers of living under 
an evil man as leader, he 
said: “The tragedy of the 
flawed character is that 
nobody believes him. Jesus 
was genuine so the masses 
rallied round him in public; 
that was why arresting 
him was difficult. Enemies 
were afraid to arrest him 

woo the masses. “It’s not 
how Christ did it. Christian 
politicians must be Christ-
like in politicking, not the 
other way round. When in 
politics, show the Christ in 
you. This is the only way to 
confound your enemies.

This is why the senior 
catholic priest, the Very 
Re v e r e n d  Mo n s i g n o r, 
John Wangbu , now hold-
ing sway at the famous 
Christ the King Catholic 
Church, Sangana, Mile 1, 
Diobu (heart of violence 
and immorality) has cried 
out against mass evil in 
society and terrible lying 
by the leaders and those in 
authority.

Officiating at the Thanks-
giving Service requested 
by members of the Nigeria 
Union of Journalists (NUJ) 
in the Correspondents 
Chapel also in Diobu, the 
monsignor exploded thus: 
“Our political leaders and 
those in authority lie all 
the time. They condemn 
cultism but they go back 
to hobnob with them. Jesus 
was not like that.”

Wangbu, who headed 
the Christian Pilgrim Board 
for years in recent past, 
said: “Our political leaders 

About 538,000 chil-
dren between the 
ages of 9 months 
to 5 years will be 

captured by the Enugu State 
ministry of health in the forth-
coming measles vaccination 
campaign.

This was said by Hillary 
Agbo, executive secretary, 
Enugu State Primary Health 
Care Development Agency 
in a meeting organised by the 
ministry in partnership with 
donor agencies to educate 
stakeholders on their respon-
sibilities during the campaign.

Agbo who was represent-
ed by Fabian Nebo, Enugu 
State health educator and 
social mobilization, stated 
that although the state is at 
the measles belt zone, it has 
witnessed drastic reduction 
in measles mortality rate due 
to efforts of the state govern-
ment and donor agencies like 
UNICEF and WHO in ensur-
ing that measles vaccination 
campaign are properly car-
ried out every two years.

The measles vaccination 
campaign Nebo said, will 
take place in all the health fa-
cilities and other designated 
places, like churches, schools, 

in public. So, they sought 
moment of loneliness to 
act. The masses formed a 
hedge around him because 
he was genuine.”

He (Jesus) provided not 
just facts but a vision for 
people to follow. “What vi-
sion do our leaders provide 
for the masses to follow? 
Now, it’s all about emo-
tional impact. We go back 
to status quo.”

Saying there was need 
to hear and bear fruits, he 
said leaders ought to like 
Jesus show examples peo-
ple would follow and bear 
fruits. “We as followers of 
Christ need to hear and 
go share what we heard. 
Where then is the fruit of 
our hearing if adultery, 
stealing, bitterness, etc, 
still abound?”

On the importance of 
credible leadership found-
ed on truth, Wangbu said 
those sent to arrest Jesus 
rather listened to him and 
bowed, saying, no one had 
ever spoken like this man. 
Even when they did not be-
lieve he was God, they still 
respected the humanity in 
him, the truth he spoke, the 
sincerity he exuded; and 
bowed.

Uche Secondus, 
national chair-
man, People’s 
D e m o c r a t i c 
Party (PDP), 

has commended Okezie Ik-
peazu, governor, Abia State, 
for adopting the cement 
technology in construction 
of several projects within 
the state.

Secondus, while touring 
both completed and on-
going projects in various 
parts of the state, also com-
mended the governor for 
providing democracy divi-
dends to Abians.

“My surprise is that Abia is 
one of the states that receive 
the least revenue but the 
number of projects I have 
seen today is overwhelm-
ing, which means that the 
governor is working and he 
has performed very well,” 
he said.

“I believe also that PDP 
governors are the actual 
governors that are working 
in Nigeria,” he further said.

The projects earlier in-

uDokA Agwu, umuahia

spected by the governor 
in company of the PDP na-
tional chairman and other 
stakeholders include the 
Umuda Isingwu Umuahia 
erosion control site, the Abia 
Investment House, the Abia 
State poultry cluster, Nbaw-
si Road, Umunkpeyi-Amaiyi 
Road, Umuaro-Umuanunu-

Ekwereazu Road, Abia 
Multi-skill Development 
Center, Umuobiakwa-Owo-
Onicha Ngwa Road, Ifeoba-
ra erosion control measure, 
Ugwunagbo Road, among 
others.

Secondus also expressed 
satisfaction with the qual-
ity of work done and the 

technology adopted in most 
of the projects that were 
visited.

“Most interesting is the 
erosion control site. I think 
the technology there is the 
latest in the world. It was a 
deserted area but with the 
intervention of the governor, 
they were able to recover the 
land and solution provided

“This man is a silent achiev-
er. He has achieved so much 
for his people, and has deliv-
ered the desired goals and 
projects,” he noted.

Ikpeazu in his speech said 
that his administration had 
been focused and that he 
was satisfied with most of 
the things he had achieved, 
having enunciated them at 
the onset of his government.

He said Abia would not 
remain the same as time for 
hiring substandard contrac-
tors in the state was over, 
adding that noise-making 
was not his style as action 
speaks louder than words. 
The governor also assured 
Abians of more dividends 
of democracy in the days 
ahead.

Secondus commends Ikpeazu for adopting 
cement technology in road projects

market places, play grounds 
among others throughout 
the state from Thursday 1 to 
March 13, 2018.

Nebo said the vaccine is 
free, safe and effective and 
appealed to parents, care-
givers to take their children 
to the nearest health centre 
or measles vaccination post 
for immunization during the 
campaign.

He said the exercise is fa-
cility-based and so the trained 
health workers have been 
posted to all the facilities and 
other designated places to 
administer the vaccines and 
answer questions too.

The health educator said 
measles is highly contagious 
and caused by the measles vi-
rus and transmitted by respi-
ratory droplets from infected 
persons to the susceptible 
and that it is endemic in all 
States in Nigerian including 
Enugu.

Nebo also said that the 
peak transmission season 
is between October and 
March, and is the leading 
cause of deaths among chil-
dren under 5 years.

Adding that, no matter the 
seriousness associated with 
measles it can be prevented 
by taking the measles vac-
cine.Wangbu

Measles campaign: Enugu 
targets 538,000 children

Secondus

As the issue of cattle 
colony proposed 
b y  t h e  Fe d e r a l 
Government con-

tinues to receive criticism, 
18 senators from the South 
West geopolitical Zone have 
rejected it.

Abdulfatai Buhari, chair-
man, Senate Committee 
on Information and Com-
munications Technology 
(ICT) and Cybercrime, in-
sisted that he and other 17 
senators would continue 
to align with the decision of 
leaders of the zone, such as 
the Afenifere, in rejecting the 
proposed cattle colony.

Buhari said this at Iseyin 
Local Government Area, 
Oyo State, during a town 
hall meeting and empower-
ment programme organised 
for the people of Oyo North 
senatorial district, held at 
the National Youth Service 
Corps (NYSC) permanent 
orientation camp.

Speaking with journalists 
at the event, Buhari, who cur-
rently represents Oyo North 
constituency, said it would 
be injustice if he and other 
senators from the zone who 
were representatives of the 
people were in support of 
a policy which would place 
one business above others.

“It is not my own views I 

don’t have any view, I keyed 
into what our leaders say 
and the view of our lead-
ers; and everybody knows 
what we want. At least, 
they sent you to represent 
them, not your personal 
opinion. Look at the po-
tentials we have in Oke-
Ogun. So to bring people 
to destroy their crops and 
farms, nobody will take 
that, or support that. Oke-
Ogun will be the most af-
fected area for such policy 
because it is an agrarian 
area,” he said.

According to him, “You 
can term it anything but I call 
it dividend of democracy, 
you give it to people; the only 
way they can be happy with 
you is when you are able to 
defend them and represent 
them well. The era has come 
when Nigerians should be 
looking out for competence 
and not where one comes 
from.”

He said that the two in 
one programme, where he 
donated 13 transformers, 
300 motorcycles, 34 ve-
hicles, 40 deep freezers, 
generating sets, sewing ma-
chines, scholarships to 200 
students in tertiary institu-
tions, N25,000 each to 50 
widows and donation of 
WAEC forms to 300 stu-
dents across the district was 
organised to give back to his 
people who elected him. 

18 South West Senators
 reject cattle colony

…our politicians lie all the time - Priest
…They denounce cultism in the day and hobnob with them at night
…They lie even at the altar to woo the masses

ignATius Chukwu

AkinRemi FeyisiPo , ibadan
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News
PDP chieftains task members on unity, loyalty

Chieftains of the 
People’s Demo-
cratic Party (PDP) 
in Kwara State 

have called on members of 
the party to be united and 
dedicated for the party to 
emerge victorious in 2019 
elections.

The chieftains made the 
call in Ilorin while speaking 
at the official commissioning 
of PDP secretariat in Ilorin 
West Local Government 
located at Geri Alimi.

 Atanda Sooro, an elder of 
the party, appealed to PDP 
members to be united as it 
was only through unity that 
the party could be victorious.

 While urging the mem-
bers to forget about their 
past differences and come 
together to forge a formi-
dable force to fight the elec-
toral battle come 2019, he 
said: “It is only when we 
are united that we can win 
election. In 2015, we were 
divided and we lost woefully; 
let us be united as a party to 
face our number adversary.

“PDP was united in the 
November 18, 2017 local 
government elections and 
we surprised our opponents, 
it is unity that can get us to 
our destination”.

 The PDP chieftain also 
appealed to members not 
to allow external forces infil-
trate into their fold with the 
purpose of causing disaffec-
tion among members.

 He commended the lead-
ership of the state chairman, 
Iyiola Oyedepo for restoring 
peace in the party and ad-
vised all members to work 
for the progress of the party.

In his remark, Suleiman 
Abubakar Omotoso, PDP 
chairman in the local govern-
ment, commended people 
of Ilorin West Local Govern-
ment for voting massively 
for PDP in the November 
18, 2017 local government 
elections.

 He  a d m o n i s h e d  t h e 
people to keep hope alive 
and continue to support the 
party and vote massively 
for PDP candidates in 2019 
elections, adding that the 
local government execu-
tives would not rest as they 
set to embark on aggressive 
membership drive.

To achieve this, the LG 
chairman said he would soon 
embark on tour of all the 12 
wards in the local govern-
ment to sensitize the people 
on the need to join and sup-
port PDP ahead of 2019 
elctions.

 “I will organise a retreat 
for women and youth in the 
local government where 
they will be enlightened on 
their rights and responsi-
bilities during elections,” 
Omotoso added. He ap-
pealed to the people of the 
local government to collect 
their Permanent Voter Card 
(PVC), adding that PVC is 
the only weapon left to the 
masses to chase away bad 
government in the state.

Akinremi Feyisipo, ibadan

‘2019 general election will 
be knowledge-driven’

Joseph Iloh, an associate 
professor, and resident 
electoral commissioner, 
Abia State, says that the       

 2019 general elec-
tion will be knowledge-driv-
en as the electorate have the 
final say.

Iloh said this in his office 
during a meeting with chair-
men of political parties in 
the state under the aegis of 
Inter-Party Advisory Council 
to discuss the way forward 
on the continuous registra-
tion (of voters) exercise in 
the state.

Iloh said INEC will never 
help any party if ever it did 
so in the past and that only 
voters would help, as their 
opinion would be the final 
word.

He advised political par-
ties to redesign their road-
map to success so that elec-
tion in the state would be 
better than that of Anambra 
State which had given INEC 
its credibility.

He asked the chairmen in 
the state to mobilise their 

people to register in the Con-
tinuous Voter Registration 
(CVR) exercise as it would 
be the only time they could 
vote for candidates of their 
choice.

Iloh said it was embarrass-
ing that Abia State had only 
1.39million registered vot-
ers but that since his office 
started the CVR exercise, 
the number has increased.

He expressed disappoint-
ment that IPAC participation 
was not encouraging and 
that IPAC absence from 
town hall meetings organ-
ised by INEC was also not 
encouraging.

Emeka Okafor, chairman 
IPAC, Abia State, assured 
Iloh that the council this 
time around would assist 
INEC in the on-going CVR.  
He promised to write and 
also visit all the churches to 
plead with their ministers 
to mobilise members and 
educate them on the need 
to register.

He also promised that all 
the chairmen of registered 
political parties in the state 
would, henceforth, be partic-
ipating in town hall meetings.

L-R: Israel Opayemi, chief strategist, Chain Reactions Nigeria; Maryam Uwais, special adviser to President 
Muhammadu Buhari on social protection; Tahira Ikharo, communications manager, National Social Investment 
Office (NSIO), and Stacy Famojuro, associate consultant, Data & Digital Group, Chain Reactions Nigeria, at the 
NSIO Media Immersion event held in Lagos, recently.

The timely inter-
vention of Mu-
raina Agbomeji, 
traditional ruler 
B o d e - I g b o ,  a 

densely populated com-
munity in Iddo Local Gov-
ernment Area of Oyo State, 
saved the day as a patrol 
team of customs engaged 
smugglers in a shootout.

It was gathered that the 
suspected smugglers were 
allegedly piloting a vehicle 
laden with contraband (im-
ported foreign rice).

Eye witnesses said that 
the shootout which oc-
curred around noon in a 
residential location along 
a route leading to the Cus-
tomary Court complex in 
the vicinity, to which the 
Customs operatives alleg-
edly trailed the suspected 
smugglers, lasted almost 
one hour.

On-going court sessions 
were abruptly halted with 
litigants and jurists scam-
pering for safety. Pupils and 
staff of Bode-Igbo Primary 
School in the neighbour-

hood and their counterparts 
at Bode-Igbo Community 
Secondary School were 
seen running for their dear 
lives.

The monarch, whose pal-
ace is close to the area, on 
hearing the gun shots, cou-
rageously stepped out to 
intervene in the turmoil.

The traditional ruler ex-
pressed worry over the ugly 

incident and asked officials 
of the Nigeria Customs Ser-
vice to be more proactive 
in their operations rather 
than engaging in shootouts 
within residential locations, 
wondering what the situa-
tion would have been if an 
innocent person had been 
hit by accidental discharge.

He berated traders who 
engaged in contrabands, 

warning them to desist and 
become law abiding hence-
forth.

Recently, Comptroller 
Christopher Ogar Odibu, 
Area Controller for Oyo/
Osun Command, said the 
incessant activities of smug-
glers within the territory and 
their activities had wreaked 
so much havoc on the na-
tional economy.

L-R: Justice Ibrahim Auta, immediate past chief Judge of the Federal High Court, and Oluwole Akinyeye, head 
of Maritime Unit Olisa Agbakoba Legal, making a presentation on the place of the Admiralty Jurisdiction Act in 
enhancing the Blue Economy Concept at the 7th Strategic Admiralty Law Seminar for Judges Organised by 
NIMASA at Victoria Island recently.

UDokA AGWU, Umuahia

Monarch intervenes, averts bloodbath in Oyo

Lagos PDP strategises for electoral victory in 2019

…As Customs operatives engage suspected smugglers

The People’s Demo-
cratic Party (PDP) 
in Lagos State is 
leaving no stone un-

turned in its effort to win the 
state in next year’s general 
elections.

As part of these efforts, 
the party recently inaugu-
rated the state caucus and 
elders’ committee during a 
meeting in Lagos.

Moshood Salvador, chair-
man of the party in the state, 
said at the inauguration that 
the caucus and the elders’ 
committee were in accor-
dance with sections 22 and 
23 of the PDP constitution, 
which stipulate that each 
state would have a caucus 
and an elders’ committee.

Outlining the roles of the 
two bodies, Salvador said 
the caucus would meet from 
time to time to deliberate on 
issues that concern the state 
and the nation, while the 
committee’s role would in-
clude mediating on disputes 
between the executives and 
legislative arms of govern-
ment in the state and other 
members of the party.

He requested all members 
who had previously served 
in relevant positions in the 
party to bring their wealth 
of experience on board so 

that, with everyone working 
as a team, victory would be 
ensured for the party at the 
2019 polls.

“Unity and forgiveness 
are what PDP needs to have 
victory at the coming elec-
tion. Don’t allow the result 
of the congress to weigh you 
down because governance 
is more important than par-
ty offices. Let us be careful 
not to destroy our party 
now because we need it as 
a vehicle to governance,” 
Salvador said.

“Our elders, Chief Ola-
bode Geroge, Chief (Mrs.) 
Aduke Mina, Chief Jimi Ag-

baje, our national officers 
have used their wisdom 
to secure 65/35 formula. 
National gave me the re-
sult of the congress and I 
vowed not to tamper with 
the result given to me. If 
anybody doctored the ex-
ecutive council list report 
to the state reconciliation 
committee to provide you 
with the correct list, refuse 
to be used by external 
influence to destroy your 
party. Stop reducing your 
party to an individual,” he 
said.

Also speaking, Jimi Ag-
baje, the party’s candidate in 

the 2015 governorship elec-
tion in the state, emphasised 
the need for unity if the party 
hoped to win at next year’s 
elections.

“If the PDP Lagos has any 
chance of winning election, 
it must come together as 
one. Say goodbye to impu-
nity,” Agbaje said.

“What we have in the ex-
ecutive today is the best we 
ever had because today, ev-
eryone can say I know some-
one there. I will appeal to 
us to ensure that the 65/35 
formula is implemented at 
every local government and 
ward levels,” he said.

…names caucus, elders’ committee members

sikirAT sHeHU, ilorin
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News 
‘Private sector investment will strengthen competitiveness of next generation youths’

Residents recount ordeal ...

it was not so late into the 
night. She was relaxed.

But just after the Army 
Signals Barracks approach-
ing Mile Two Bridge, the 
story changed. Her car 
drove past an apparently 
abandoned vehicle on the 
service lane. In front of the 
vehicle was a similarly aban-
doned motorcycle lying 
half onto the road. Then 
in front of the motorcycle 
were two vehicles. They 
created the picture of a 
collision scene, and they 
were almost blocking the 
entire road leaving little 
or no space for oncoming 
vehicles to pass. There was 
intense traffic.

Seeing there was no easy 
way of manoeuvring out of 
the situation, Ese asked her 
driver to engage the reverse 
gear. Just then, orders were 
barked at them from all 
directions.

“Stop there! Wind down!”
The voices must have 

sounded like a thousand 
demons inside her head. 
She was in shock.

“I immediately hid my 
bag. My driver had his salary 
that I had just paid him and 
was determined not to let it 
go,” she recounted.

“Our resistance was fol-
lowed with a deafening 
sound. It was the crash of 
glasses as splinters flew 
around. The car windows 
were gone, alongside some 
of my personal belongings, 
my driver’s salary, my wallet 
which contained very im-
portant business contacts 
and identity cards,” she nar-
rated to BDSUNDAY.

The robbery was over 
as quickly as it had begun. 
Everything happened in a 
flash.

“My plea to have back my 
wallet was met with a growl 
from a deep, frightening 
voice: ‘I will stab you o! You 
no dey fear?’” Ese said.

Ese’s experience is be-
coming a common story on 
Lagos roads in recent times, 
adding to the city’s not-so-
palatable record as the third 
worst city to drive in, with 
60 percent congestion and 
10.70mph average speed, 
according to Forbes.

It seems that after years 
of commendation for its 
relative safety, Lagos is back 
to the old days of violent 
attacks and traffic armed 
robbery, with Mile Two, 
Obalende and CMS top-
ping black spots. These rob-
bers target mainly women 
and family cars. Each new 
case seems more daring 
and violent than the one 
before it.

John Obi, another vic-
tim of a similar attack, told 
BDSUNDAY that he was 
returning home from a func-
tion with his young family 
when they were attacked at 
CMS on Lagos Island.

Narrating his experi-
ence, Obi, who said his six-
year-old daughter is still 

frightened, said he had just 
wound down in traffic to 
buy water for his son who 
was sitting at the back-
seat when two young men 
showed up and ordered 
them to hand over all their 
valuables.

“I pleaded with them to 
please avoid pointing the 
knife to my family, but they 
barked out orders endlessly 
and sped away after collect-
ing my phones and those of 
my wife,” he said.

Another Lagosian, who 
gave his name simply as 
Cosmas, said he had expe-
rienced a similar robbery 
operation on the Oshodi-
Oke Bridge.

Just last Friday, one of 
the guests at a business 
luncheon in Victoria Is-
land narrated how he was 
dispossessed of his valu-
ables at about 6.00 p.m. on 
Ozumba Mbadiwe Road 
while stuck in a traffic jam. 
In the presence of his driver, 
a man pointed a gun at him 
and made away with his 
phones.

“Just like that, in broad 
daylight. It was like a film 
scene,” he narrated to his 
friends who related the 

story to our correspondent.
At about 9.30 p.m. last 

Wednesday, two men on 
an unpainted taxi were at-
tacked by robbers, leav-
ing one of them dead. The 
driver of the cab who ran 
to seek for help in a nearby 
house narrated his encoun-
ter.

“Two men boarded my 
taxi at a location on Apapa-
Oshodi Expressway. On 
reaching Five Star Bus Stop, 
some armed men in a Mer-
cedes Benz car blocked my 
vehicle and ordered that 
I should stop. They came 
out from their vehicle and 
searched me. They later 
shot at the two men at the 
back. The one shot at the 
chest died immediately. The 
other passenger survived. 
The robbers snatched their 
bags and disappeared,” the 
driver narrated.

At the same spot about 
a month ago, an employee 
in one of the companies 
along the expressway was 
attacked and robbed of his 
personal effects, including 
the meat he bought for his 
family.

At Toyota Bus Stop along 
Apapa-Oshodi Express-

way, which the State Police 
Command has added to 
its list of “black spots” in 
the metropolis for intense 
surveillance, robbers take 
advantage of the darkness 
to attack and rob the resi-
dents.

“The robbers come out 
from about 7.30 p.m. to 
rob commuters who wait 
to board buses to different 
destinations. Sometimes, 
if you are crossing the ex-
pressway to the other side, 
they also cross to meet 
you,” said Uche Nwogu, a 
victim.

“When they observe that 
the number of passengers 
has thinned down, some 
three or more would sur-
round the passengers and 
rob,” he said.

There are other sets of 
robbers who go on motor-
cycles, otherwise called 
Okada, to rob.

“Whenever they are op-
erating, you see two sit-
ting as passengers. They 
operate around Toyota to 
7 & 8 Bus Stop on Murtala 
Muhammed International 
Airport Road at about 8.00 
p.m. They trail their victims 
before robbing. Nobody 
is safe,” said a resident of 
the area who preferred 
anonymity.

A customer who parked 
in front of a telecommuni-
cations company around 
Five Star in broad daylight 
was shocked to see four 

men surround his vehicle. 
His friend who was seeing 
him off threatened to harm 
the hoodlums. As they leapt 
back, he tapped the friend’s 
car. The friend understood 
the language and sped off.

Nwogu called on govern-
ment to provide streetlights 
along the area as the place 
is usually too dark at night.

Police response
Chike Oti, an assistant 

superintendent of police 
and the Lagos State Police 
spokesman, confirmed to 
BDSUNDAY that the police 
are aware of the return of 
robbery on Lagos roads. 
He, however, promised that 
the police are on top of the 
situation.

“It is not only traffic rob-
bery; the police remain 
committed in making Lagos 
safe,” Oti said.

“ We  h a v e  i n c r e a s e d 
patrols and surveillance 
across the state. One of 
such places is Third Main-
land Bridge, where we have 
our men stationed right at 
the middle of the bridge 
24/7 to forestall attacks. 
A number of arrests have 
been recorded,” he said.

While acknowledging 
that the ongoing expansion 
and reconstruction work on 
Lagos-Badagry Expressway 
has made the area a black 
spot, Oti promised Lago-
sians that the police are fully 
committed to making the 
axis and other areas safe.

Continued on Page 1

Deepak Singhal, 
M a n a g i n g 
D i r e c t o r /
C E O ,  D u f i l 
Prima Foods 

Plc,  say private sector 
involvement in education is 
to complement the efforts of 
the government in providing 
necessary educational tools.

S i n g h a l  w h o  w a s 
r e p r e s e n t e d  b y  To p e 
Ashiwaju, Group Public 
Re l a t i o n s  a n d  Ev e n t s 
Manager, at the donation 
of full science laboratory 
equipment to Iganmode 
High School, Ota , Ogun 
State said the gesture 
is the main thrust of the 
company’s corporate social 
responsibility activities.

He  s a i d  i n v e s t m e n t 

responding on behalf of 
the parents, commended 
Dufil Prima Foods for the 
donation. He urged parents 
to ensure they groom their 
children well to take full 
advantage of the science 
laboratory equipment for 
their advancement and 
to ensure that Ota as a 
community produces more 
graduate students in science.

On his part, Olalekan 
A k i n o s i ,  p r i n c i p a l  o f 
t h e  s c h o o l  e x p r e s s e d 
appreciation to the company 
for the donations which will 
go a long way in changing the 
face of the school.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  h i m , 
g o v e r n m e n t  c a n n o t 
shoulder the responsibility 
of the education sector alone 
and requires the support of 
responsible organisations 
like Dufil.

L-R:  Folakemi Fatogbe, director, Risk Management, Central Bank of Nigeria; Victor Gbolade Osibodu, chair-
man, Benin Electricity Distribution PLC (BEDC); Funke Osibodu, chief executive officer, BEDC; and Michael 
Ade-Ojo, founder, Elizade University, at the graduation ceremony of Graduate Trainees and Technician 
Trainees Programmes held in Benin City… Friday.

such as this will enhance 
l e a r n i n g  e s p e c i a l l y  i n 
the area of science and 
technical education and 
that the company will look 
at other social investment 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t h a t  t h e 
c o m m u n i t y  c a n  r e a p 
benefits from.

As h i w a j u  u r g e d  t h e 
teachers to ensure they 
u t i l i s e  t h e  l a b o r a t o r y 
e q u i p m e n t  e f f e c t i v e l y 
t o  t e a c h  a n d  i m p r o v e 
p e r f o r m a n c e  o f  t h e 
students in science subjects, 
especially in their West 
African Senior Secondary 
Certificate Examination 
(WASCE) and the National 
Ex a m i n a t i o n  C o u n c i l 
(NECO) exams.

Mayor Hakeem Amodu, 
Chairman of The Parents 
Teachers Association (PTA), 
Iganmode High School 

KELECHI EWUZIE
Me a n w h i l e  i n d u s t r y 

e x p e r t s  i n s i s t  t h a t 
continuous investment by 

private sector in educational 
development is the best 
solution for Nigeria if it hopes 

to grow the next generation 
of globally competitive 
youth population.
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David Okoniba and 
Efe Igbinovia were 
t w o  p r o m i s i n g 
young men from 
Edo State who had 

dreamt of better life for their 
families and communities.

David (28) was from  Ewu 
community in Esan Central Lo-
cal Government Area, father of 
two kids with a pregnant wife, 
while Efe Igbinovia, about 33 
years old, was from Obado-
lovbiyeyi community in Ikpoba 
Okha Local Government area, 
a father of  one and husband to 
a pregnant wife.

Unfortunately, their lives 
however, were allegedly cut 
short by security operatives in 
the course of carrying out their 
responsibilities.

Okoniba, a commercial taxi 
driver, met his untimely death 
on February 6, 2018, in the pres-
ence of his wife when a police-
man on check point allegedly 
pushed him into a moving articu-
lated vehicle at Upper Igun end 
of the Murtala Muhammed way 
over his refusal to part with the 
sum of N200 bribe demanded 
by the policemen. 

The formal, solemnization 
of his marriage to his betrothed 
wife, Ruth, was supposed to 
have taken place yesterday 
(Saturday).

But Efe Igbinovia, who was a 
pall loader in sand mining estab-
lishment, was mistakenly shot 
dead by an unidentified army 
officer in the course of duty as 
a vigilante member to defend 
his community against external 
aggressors and criminality.

The suddenly death of the 
duo did not go unnoticed by the 
people in the state, especially 
their peers, professional col-
leagues and community mem-
bers.

David Okoniba’s death led 
to wild protest across the state 
capital where angry youths, mo-
torists and residents ventilated 
their anger by making bonfire 
and setting ablaze four Hilux 
vans including those belonging 
to the Edo State police com-
mand and Edo State Govern-
ment environmental Taskforce 
operational vehicle.

Scores of persons awaiting 
trial at a mobile court arrested 
for alleged violation of environ-
mental law at Third Junction 
were also set free after the court 
proceeding was disrupted.

Three persons including a po-
liceman were said to have been 
killed during the protest while 
some policemen that were at 
the check point where the inci-
dent happened were also said to 
have managed to escape.

The vehicle of the victim, a 
black BMW with registration 

number AFZ 846 HW and the 
petrol tanker marked FKJ 567 
XB, were parked at the scene of 
the incident.

Eyewitnesses alleged that a 
policeman was lynched by the 
rioters. Commuters and pedes-
trians were not spared of the 
inconveniences that accompa-
nied the protest as all adjourning 
streets witnessed traffic jam and 
hike in transportation fares by 
motorists by over 200 percent.

Festus Okoniba, David’s el-
der brother, said his late sibling 
“was stopped by some police-
men as early as 7am. They asked 
him for his vehicle papers and he 
told them that the papers were 
with the police.

“They told him to sit in their 
vehicle. They asked him if he did 
not know the right thing to do. 
He brought out N1, 000 to give 

the policeman. The policeman 
shot and pushed him out. That 
was when the truck crushed 
him. All I want is justice.” React-
ing to the David’s death, Edo 
State Commissioner of Police, 
Johnson Kokumo, said although 
the victim died in a fatal motor 
accident, he had ordered the ar-
rest of the policemen allegedly 
responsible for the accident.

“I have ordered the arrest 
of the policemen allegedly in-
volved in the accident and full-
scale investigation will be car-
ried out. If the policemen are 
found culpable in any manner, 
appropriate punishment would 
be meted out to them,” he said.

In the case of Efe Igbinovia, 
he was mistakenly shot by men 
of the Nigeria Army allegedly 
attached to pipeline in Ologbo 
community in Ikpoba Okha 

Local Government Area of the 
state.

Igbinovia, a vigilante member 
in his Obadolovbiyeyi com-
munity was on February 14, 
2018 killed in the early hours 
of the fateful Wednesday in 
the course of securing his com-
munity and his people against 
external and internal aggressors 
by some army personnel alleg-
edly invited by Fulani herdsmen 
arrested by the vigilante group 
for protection.

He was said to have been 
killed by the soldier while he was 
keeping watch over one of the 
arrested herdsmen in connec-
tion with armed robbery.

His death prompted youths 
in the community to besiege the 
premises of Central Hospital, 
Benin-City to hold Edo State 
Commandant of the Nigerian 
Security and Civil Defence Corp 
(NSCDC), Ayinla Mankinde 
and some mobile policemen 
hostage over alleged plot to 
protect the arrested herdsmen.

The youth also, for several 
minutes, prevented the com-
mercial bus that brought the 
suspected herdsmen to take 
them out of the hospital.

The commercial bus marked 
BEN 864 AC was heavily guard-
ed by mobile policemen and 
NSCDC. It however, took the 
intervention of the State com-
mandant of the security agency 
before the suspects and the 
corpse of the murdered vigilan-
te man could be taken out of the 
hospital to the headquarters of 
the Edo State police command.

Speaking with journalists, 
Ayinla Makinde, the State Com-
mandant of NSCDC, said the 
agency received a distress call 
from commander of Operation 
Thunderstorm, Edo State joint 
security outfit at about 2am 
about a robbery incident.

Makinde added that on get-
ting to the scene they met the 
corpse of a young man.

The NSCDC boss, who re-
counted the community’s expla-
nation, said armed men came to 
the community to rob, and that 
the vigilante group arrested two 
of them.

He added that the deceased 
was directed to look over the 
suspect while others went for 
reinforcement, saying that no 
sooner had they left for re-
inforcement than about four 
men in army uniform stormed 
the scene of the incident and 
started shooting sporadically, 
after the arrested herdsmen 
spoke to them a language that 
the vigilante group did not un-
derstand.

While assuring that the al-
legation would be investigated, 
he explained that men of the 
Nigerian army, civil defence and 
policemen were in the commu-
nity to evacuate the corpse.

He further disclosed that 
while in the hospital, the inves-
tigating police officer in charge 
of the case also brought another 
person for medical treatment, 
and that the person was alleg-
edly recognised by the com-
munity people as one of the 
robbery suspects caught during 
the robbery operation.

On his part, Okpamen Osem-
wengie Henry, spokesperson 
of the community, alleged that 
the suspected Fulani herdsmen 
blocked the Sokponba end of 
the Benin-Abraka by-pass way 
and started to rob people.

Henry, who alleged that the 
vigilante group had on three 
occasions arrested about six 
herdsmen for robbery and taken 
to Ogbekun police station, not-
ed that during the Wednesday’s 
robbery incident, two of the 
suspects were arrested.

According to him, before 
they knew it, armed uniform 
men suspected to be soldiers 
suddenly stormed the scene 
of the incident, shot and killed, 
the victims who were asked to 
stay with two of the arrested 
suspects.

He said the soldiers, four in 
number and armed with AK 47 
came with ash colored Honda 
car marked AP 641 KTN.

When contacted, the spokes-
person of 4 Brigade of the Nige-
ria Army, Maidawa Mohammed, 
said troops deployed to Ologbo 
for pipeline protection received 
a tip off from local informant 
closed to their location of sus-
pected armed robbery activi-
ties.

He said the troop mobilised 
to the scene, engaged the armed 
men at the scene but unfor-
tunately one person who was 
later identified as member of the 

In less than two weeks, two young men met their untimely death in controversial circumstances. One was allegedly 
killed by men of the Edo State Police command while other was said to have been killed by men of the Nigeria Army. 
IDRIS UMAR MOMOH writes on the intrigues that led to the deaths and protests by the people. 

When Edo boiled over alleged murder of two youths

One of the arrested suspected herdsmen/armed robber in connection with 
the death of Efe Igbinovia, being taken for treatment by Civil Defence officials 
at the Central Hospital in Benin-City. Continues on page 21



2019: We must stop lavish expenditure 
that encourages electoral fraud – Sonaiya
OLUREMI COMFORT SONAIYA, a professor, who was the only female presidential candidate in 2015 on the platform of the KOWA Party, in this interview with 
ZEBULON AGOMUO, Editor, said she would contest again in 2019 general election. Sonaiya deplored the deployment of too much money in election mainly 
to buy votes, bribe voters and commit other electoral frauds. The educationalist and writer-turned politician also expressed the optimism that she would 
have a better outing this time around, urging Nigerians to vote with their conscience, and with the future in view. Excerpts:

Madam, you contest-
ed the presidency in 
2015 on the platform 
of KOWA Party. Are 
you contesting again 

in 2019?
Yes, I am one of the aspirants on the plat-
form of my party.

How many others have shown interest 
to contest the position on your party’s 
platform?
Yes, clearly three have come up. Those 
are the ones I know for now. That makes 
it four for now.

Election in Nigeria is about money; huge 
money. Does your party have the war 
chest to compete with the incumbent 
and other moneybags?
Well, you are right but this time around, it 
is not about money but people who know 
me. I rely on them to give their support. 
This money you are talking about is not 
spent reasonably during elections; a lot of 
it is wasted bribing people and making all 
kinds of uniform and this is so because of 
the kind of country we are in. Politicians 
bribe the electorate; give them handouts 
to cast their votes for them. But this mon-
ey being wasted should be channelled 
into education, provision of good health 
care, infrastructure that could make life 
more meaningful for every citizen. We 
can’t be throwing money away in the 
guise of contesting elections; we have to 
rethink our priorities.

But you know that some voters would 
not agree with you on this issue. The 
belief is that they should collect the 
money because when the politicians 
get into office, they will not do anything. 
How about that?
It is not only now; it has been the case 
in every election in this country. When 
I contested the last time, people contin-
ued asking me for money. But I said I had 
no money to give, but good governance 
if I am voted in. I tried to make them un-
derstand that if they collect money from 
politicians, they are mortgaging their 
future and the future of their children. 
KOWA does not believe in buying votes, 
we believe in offering quality governance 
that will benefit everybody in the end.

Having contested last time, what would 
you be doing differently to ensure your 
victory this time around?
Well, definitely I will try and get my mes-
sage across more to Nigerians. You know 
it was my first time in 2015. My first out-
ing really opened my eyes to many things. 
This time I will be getting my message 
across and have more access to people. 
I am a little bit known now than was the 
case in 2015. I will have more support. I 
did not have wide reach, but it is different 
now. Again, this time around, I hope more 
money will be at my disposal to do some 
of the legitimate things that should be 
done. I am hopeful of a better outing his 
time around.
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Oluremi Comfort Sonaiya

Recently, former president Olusegun 
Obasanjo spoke about ‘Third force’ and 
a coalition is in the offing. Do you see 
your party aligning forces with such a 
group or any party for that matter?
I am personally not interested in join-
ing this coalition by former president 
Obasanjo. I don’t think that those in the 
coalition will do the country any good 
or provide the needed leadership. Some 
of them in the so-called coalition have 
been in government and contributed to 
the mess the country is in today. They 
brought us to where we are today. We 
don’t need such kind of people. Nigeri-
ans must not be deceived into thinking 
that such people mean well for them. 
What did they do when they had the op-
portunity to serve their fatherland and 
the people? They served themselves. 
So, the question Nigerians should be 
asking them is- what are you coming 
to do again? So, if I am considering any 
alignment at all, it must be with people 
with same ideology; people that are 
known to hold the ideas that I hold. If I 
see such people, I may consider working 
with them, but not with those who have 
failed us. KOWA is a mass party that 
has the interest of the people at heart. 
We are not imitating any party, but we 
are moving based on our ideology. So, 
when your ideology is not in line with 
ours, we cannot work with you. And that 
is where I stand.

Last Monday, President Muhammadu 
Buhari had a meeting with security 
chiefs. How worried are you about the 
security situation of the country?
Everybody must be as worried as I am. 
Here we were celebrating that the ac-
tivities of Boko Haram had reduced and 

president. So, when we fail to live up 
to expectations as leaders we lose the 
confidence of the people, and when we 
fail to do those things we are supposed 
to do, it raises questions. The killings are 
condemnable and the handling by the 
powers that be does not show leader-
ship. For the owners of the cattle, since 
it is a private business, provision of wa-
ter and grasses should be made for the 
cattle without disturbing or infringing 
on the rights other citizens.

Governor Samuel Ortom is a member of 
the ruling party, APC. He has continued 
to run from pillar to post seeking Feder-
al Government’s intervention but none 
has come. Again, if you were in Ortom’s 
shoes what would you have done?
You see, these questions, if you were 
the President, if you were the governor, 
are tricky; they are not the right kind of 
question because they are difficult to 
answer. The reason is because when you 
are in those positions and situations the 
President and Governor Ortom have 
found themselves, you will have more 
information that is not available to the 
public. Their actions will also be based 
on such information. So, I don’t have the 
information the president has, or the 
information the governor has. It will be 
difficult to say what I would have done if 
I were in their position. However, what I 
know is that governance must be founded 
on truth, fairness, equity and justice. If 
someone in my party is doing something 
wrong and I am not comfortable with that 
and I have told the individual and there is 
no change, we part ways. Values must be 
paramount. Unfortunately, that seems 
to be the type of system we are running, 
a system that has no regard for the sanc-
tity of life; a system where injustice reign. 
And because somebody is a member of 
your party and he/she is doing some-
thing wrong, truth, justice and equity are 
sacrificed, and you look the other way. It 
is wrong, very wrong. It is unacceptable.

The 2019 timetable released by the 
Independent National Electoral Com-
mission (INEC) may have become 
contestable. The National Assembly 
has already amended some portions of 
the Electoral Act to overrule INEC of 
the timetable issue. What is your take 
on this issue?
They should treat us respectfully. We are 
all stakeholders in the Nigeria project. 
And we all rightly have a stake in t his 
country. They keep doing things as if 
they have the right to do everything and 
get away with it. Did INEC explain why 
elections must hold in a particular order? 
The commission should have explained 
to Nigerians why it fixed one election 
before the other. This could have taken 
away doubts. Again, the National Assem-
bly must tell Nigerians why they want 
the elections to hold in a particular order. 
With this, they would have removed ev-
ery doubt that their action is just about 
trying to favour themselves and all that. 
They deceive the people so much.

that Boko Haram is being decimated 
and incidences of bombing were also 
reduced; all of a sudden, another dan-
gerous group came up, slashing people’s 
throats and killing women and children 
in a most horrendous way that is very 
disturbing. It is condemnable.

Some critics say that the president’s 
response to the herdsmen’s killing in 
Benue has not been reassuring. What 
would you have done differently if you 
were the president?
The fact of the matter is that cattle-
rearing is a private business. It is a pri-
vate business like any other. I would just 
handle it the way other businesses are 
handled in the country. I would set limits 
and any business that passes that limit 
will face the law. Laws are meant to be 
obeyed and if it is so, there should be no 
sacred-cows when it comes to the issue 
of the law. Some people say the herds-
men are moving about because they are 
looking for water and grasses, but they 
should not use their own business to 
inconvenience people. There must be a 
sense of justice and fairness in the way 
of running public affairs, otherwise they 
are creating instability in the country. 
There must be that righteousness which 
is one of the things that give stability 
in a country. There are questions, why 
was it that the president has not visited 
Benue to condole with the government 
and people of that state; why did it take 
the president so long to respond? These 
are some of the issues that make people 
to wonder. We complicate issue when 
we behave as if we are not concerned 
about the sanctity of life or that the lives 
of the citizens of our country do not 
matter. We are talking about 73 people 
killed and there’s no response from the 
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With less than 
one year to 
t h e  2 0 1 9 
general elec-
tion, the two 

chambers of the National As-
sembly last week adopted the 
conference committee report 
on the Electoral Act (Amend-
ment) Bill, which would be used 
to conduct the exercise.

While the proposal sailed 
through in the House of Rep-
resentatives without uproar, 
consideration of the document 
in the Senate was marred by 
controversy and protests as 
10 All Progressives Congress 
(APC) senators staged a walk 
out after the adoption of the 
recommendation of the con-
ference committee.

The 10 APC senators include 
are Abdullahi Adamu (Nasara-
wa State), Ovie Omo-Agege 
(Delta), Umar Kurfi (Katsina), 
Andrew Uchendu (Rivers), 
Benjamin Uwajumogu (Imo), 
Abdullahi Yahaya (Kebbi), 
Abu Ibrahim (Katsina), Abdul-
lahi Gumel (Jigawa), Ali Wakil 
(Bauchi) and Binta Masi Garba 
(Adamawa).

The bone of contention is the 
approval of a new sequence of 
election in which Presidential 
Election is to be held last while 
National Assembly Election 
comes first. In between the two 
elections are the governorship 
and State Houses of Assembly 
polls. If signed into law by the 
President, this will be the first 
time since 1999 that general 
elections would be conducted 
in three phases, as the last five 
general elections in 1999, 2003, 
2007, 2011 and 2015 were con-
cluded in two segments.

The new sequence by the 
apex legislative chamber is a 
sharp contrast from the time-
table and schedule of activities 
earlier released by the Inde-
pendent National Electoral 
Commission (INEC) which 
fixed the Presidential and Na-
tional Assembly elections for 
February 16, 2019 as well as the 
governorship and House of As-
sembly poll for March 2, 2019.

Proponents of the re-order-
ing of the elections believe this 
would prevent the bandwag-
on effect associated with the 
presidential elections holding 
first and prevent a repeat of 
the 2015 exercise where un-

loss, destruction, defacement 
or damage of the Voters’ card, 
he shall issue to the voter a 
Replacement Permanent Voter 
Card.

(3) No person shall issue a 
replacement to any Voter on 
polling day or less than thirty 
(30) days before polling day.

4. Upon displaying or pub-
lishing the voters register in ac-
cordance with this section, the 
Commission shall accept and 
consider objections and com-
plaints in relation to the names 
omitted or included in the vot-
ers’ register or in relation to any 
necessary correction, within 14 
days of publishing the voters 
register in accordance with this 
section.

5. Failure to display or pub-

lish the voters’ register shall 
constitute an offence for which 
any official or staff of the Com-
mission responsible for such 
default shall be guilty and liable, 
on conviction, to imprisonment 
for a term of 6 months or a fine 
of N100,000 or both.

6. Elections into the offices 
of the President and Vice Presi-
dent, the Governor and Deputy 
Governor of a State, and to the 
membership of the Senate, the 
House of Representatives and 
Houses of Assembly of each 
State of the Federation shall 
be held in the following order:

a). National Assembly Elec-
tions;

(b). State Houses of As-
sembly and Governorship Elec-
tions;

popular candidates rode on the 
popularity of other candidates 
to emerge victorious in their 
elections. They argued that the 
amendment would guarantee 
free, fair and credible elections 
in Nigeria. According to them, 
this is not the first time where 
presidential elections would 
be held last in the country. They 
cited the 1992, 1999, 2003 and 
2011 general elections to but-
tress their argument.

But the 10 APC senators in-
sisted that the Bill was targeted 
at President Muhammadu Bu-
hari, describing the re-ordering 
of election as unconstitutional.

It would be recalled that the 
Electoral Act (Amendment) 
Bill, was passed by the Senate 
on 30th March 2017 and in the 
House of Representatives on 
1st February, 2018. However, 
some differences were noticed 
in the two versions of the Bill 
as passed by both chambers. 
Consequently, conference 
committee was constituted 
in both legislative bodies on 
24th January, 2018 to recon-
cile areas of differences that 
appeared in the two versions.

The new Electoral Act will 
now be transmitted to the Pres-
ident for assent, with strong 
indications that the President 
would veto the Bill, even as the 
National Assembly is squaring 
up to override the president’s 
veto.

But besides the elections 
sequence, the new bill also 
provides for a timeline for sub-
mission of list of candidates, 
guidelines for political parties’ 
primaries, use of technologi-
cal devices, limit of campaign 
expenses, addresses the omis-
sion of names of candidates 

OWEDE AGBAJILEKE, Abuja

2019: Major highlights of Electoral Act 
passed by National Assembly

Politics

or logos of political parties, 
among others.

The major highlights of the Bill 
include:
1. A person, who being a mem-
ber of a political party, misrep-
resents himself by not disclos-
ing his membership, affiliation, 
or connection to any political 
party in order to secure an 
appointment with the Inde-
pendent National Electoral 
Commission in any capacity, 
commits an offence and shall 
be liable, on conviction, to 
imprisonment for at least five 
(5) years or a fine of at least 
N5,000,000 or both.

2. If the Electoral Officer or 
any other officer is satisfied 
as to the circumstances of the 

The new bill also 
provides for a timeline 
for submission of list of 
candidates, guidelines 

for political parties’ 
primaries, use of 

technological devices, 
limit of campaign 

expenses, addresses the 
omission of names of 

candidates or logos of 
political parties, among 

others
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c). Presidential Election.
The dates for these elections 

shall be as appointed by the In-
dependent National Electoral 
Commission.

7. Election into the offices of 
the Chairman and Vice Chair-
man and membership of the 
Area Councils of the FCT shall 
be held on the dates to be ap-
pointed by the Independent 
National; Electoral Commis-
sion.

8. The commission shall 
not later than 150 days before 
the day appointed for holding 
election under the Act publish 
a notice in each state of the fed-
eration and the Federal Capital 
Territory.

(a)Stating the date of the 
election and

(b)Appointing the place at 
which nomination papers are 
to be delivered;

9. If the Court determines 
that any of the information 
contained in the Affidavit is 
false, the Court shall issue an 
order disqualifying the candi-
date/political party from con-
testing the election, if already 
elected, shall not be eligible 
to re-contest another elec-
tion which shall be conducted 
within ninety (90) days by the 
Independent National Elec-
toral Commission.

10. Any political party that 
presents to the Commission 
the name of a Candidate that 
does not meet the qualification 
stipulated in the Constitution 
commits an offence and shall, 
on conviction, not be allowed 
to participate in the contest to 
that particular office.

11). A political party which 
presents to the commission 
the name of a candidate who 
does not meet the qualification 
stipulated in this section shall 
be guilty of an offence and on 
conviction shall be liable to a 

maximum time of N1,000,000.
12). Agents of political par-

ties are now entitled to inspect 
originals of electoral materials 
before commencement of 
election and any Presiding Offi-
cer who violates this provision 
of the law shall be imprisoned 
for one year or a fine of N1 mil-
lion or both.

13). The proposal mandates 
the Commission to compile, 
maintain and update a National 
Electronic Register of Election 
Results as a distinct database 
of polling unit by polling unit re-
sults for all elections conducted 
by INEC.

14). The Commission shall, 
at least thirty days before the 

day of the election publish by 
displaying or causing to be dis-
played at the relevant office(s) 
of the Commission and on 
the Commission’s website, a 
statement of the full names 
and addresses of all candidates 
standing nominated.

15). Any candidate who ob-
serves his name or that of his 
party missing on the list pub-
lished by the Commission, shall 
notify the Commission in writ-
ing, signed by himself and sup-
ported with an affidavit not later 
than 21 days to the election.

16). Where the candidate 
fails to notify the Commission, 
the candidate shall be deemed 
to have waived his right.

17). If after the commence-
ment of poll and before the an-
nouncement of the final result 
and declaration of a winner, a 
nominated candidate dies:

a). the Commission shall, 
being satisfied of the fact of the 
death, suspend the election for 
a period not exceeding 21 days;

b). the political party whose 
candidate died may, if it Intends 
to continue to participate in 
the election, conduct a fresh 
primary within 14 days of the 
death of its candidate and sub-
mit a new candidate to the 
Commission to replace the 
deceased, and

c). subject to paragraphs 
(a) and (b) of this subsection, 
the Commission shall continue 
with the election, announce 
the final result and declare a 
winner.

18). There shall be full bio-
metric accreditation of voters 

with Smart Card Readers and/
or other technological devices, 
as INEC may introduce for 
elections from time to time.

19). The Commission shall 
adopt electronic voting in all 
elections or any other method 
of voting as may be determined 
by the electoral body from time 
to time.

20). Parties can no longer 
impose arbitrary nomination 
fees on political aspirants, as 
the Bill prescribes limits for 
each elective office as follows:

(a) One Hundred and Fifty 
Thousand Naira (N150,000) 
for a Ward Councillorship as-
pirant in the FCT;

Area Council N30 million and 
N5 million respectively.

22). It also increases the 
amount an individual or entity 
can donate to any candidate 
from N1 million to N10 million;

23). Where the votes cast 
at an election in any polling 
unit exceed the number of 
accredited voters in that poll-
ing unit, the result of the elec-
tion for that polling unit shall 
be declared null and void by 
the Commission and another 
election may be conducted at 
a date to be fixed by the Com-
mission where the result at that 
polling unit affect the overall 
result in the Constituency.
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(b) Two Hundred and Fifty 

Thousand Naira (N250,000) 
for an Area Council Chairman-
ship aspirant in the FCT;

(c) Five Hundred Thousand 
Naira (N500,000) for a House 
of Assembly aspirant;

(d )  O n e  M i l l i o n  Na i r a 
(N1,000,000) for a House of 
Representatives aspirant;

(e)  Tw o  M i l l i o n  N a i r a 
(N2,000,000) for a Senatorial 
aspirant;

(f )  Fi v e  M i l l i o n  n a i r a 
(N5,000,000) for a Governor-
ship aspirant; and

(g )  Te n  M i l l i o n  N a i r a 
(N10,000,000) for a Presiden-
tial aspirant;

21). The proposal also pre-
scribes the maximum elec-
tion expenses to be incurred 
by each candidate. They in-
clude: Presidential candidate 
N5billion, governorship candi-
date N1billion, senatorial and 
House of Representatives seat 
N100million and N70 million 
respectively, State House of 
Assembly N30 million, chair-
manship and councillorship of 
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As politicians begin 
t h e i r  a l i g n m e n t 
and re-alignment 
of forces ahead of 
the 2019 general 

election, those who are nurs-
ing the ambition to return for 
a second term are seriously 
under tension.

In many states, apprehen-
s i o n  i s  h i g h  a s  t h e  l e v e l  o f 
wheeling and dealing has in-
creased.

Governor Bindow Umaru 
Jibrilla of Adamawa State is 
a m o n g  t h e  f i r s t  t e r m  s t a t e 
chief executives nursing an 
ambition to retain their seats 
in 2019.

I n  t h e  l a s t  t w o - a n d - h a l f 
years, Bindow has occupied 
t h e  D o g u r i  G o v e r n m e n t 
House in Yola as its chief oc-
cupant.

Apart from the governor, 
t h e r e  a r e  a l s o  o t h e r  o f f i c e 
h o l d e r s  i n  Ad a m a w a  t o d a y 
who aspire to either retain 
their current posts or are go-
ing for higher offices.

Despite the fact that Bin-
dow has recorded some mod-
est achievements in the state 
in the area of infrastructure, 
which analysts say may put 
him in a comfortable position 
and reduces his apprehension 
level whenever second term is 
mentioned, he is nonetheless 
restless and cannot just go 
home to sleep.

Observers speak in tandem 
that the governor has done 
his best, infrastructure-wise, 
when put side by side with the 
enormous challenges he met 
on ground when he took up 
the mantle of leadership. 

A pundit who spoke with 
our correspondent in the state 
said that a drive around major 
streets in Yola , Jimeta , Mubi, 
N u m a n ,  G a n y e  a n d  o t h e r 
t o w n s  i n  Ad a m a w a  s h o w s 
that the “Bindow’s adminis-
tration has done very,  very 
well on road construction, as 
over 100 rural and urban roads 
have been constructed. The 
state has spent about N16 bil-
lion in just two years.”

Although Bindow has also 
declared emergency on health 
and educational sectors, his 
major scoring point has been on 
infrastructural development.

An observer, who quoted 
Harry Truman, the 33rdd US 
president’s saying that “Man 
m a k e s  h i s t o r y  a n d  n o t  t h e 
other way round, in periods 
where there is no leadership, 
the society stands still ,  but 
progress occurs when coura-
geous, skillful leaders seize 
t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  c h a n g e 
things for the better,” said: 
“ Th i s ,  m o s t  p r o b a b l y,  w a s 
what was in the mind of Bin-

Governor Bindow

dow when he got elected into 
office as the executive gover-
nor of Adamawa State when 
he said ‘my election as gover-
nor of Adamawa State is an op-
portunity given to me by God 
to serve him through working 
for the people and my sole mo-
tive is to do my best and move 
Adamawa state to the next 
level of development’”.

Bindow may have scored 
h i g h  i n  r o a d  c o n s t r u c t i o n 
across the state, but some crit-
ics allege that the massive road 
projects were mere conduct 
pipes to siphon public funds.

Th e y  a l s o  c l a i m  t h a t  t h e 
governor is merely riding on 
the back of the World Bank’s 
RAMP (Rural Access and Mo-
bility Project) programme for 
the road projects he has been 
able to finish and commission, 
for which the state also paid 
her counterpart funding.

His critics say the governor 
squandered the electorate’s 
g o o d w i l l  a n d  s h o u l d  n o t  b e 
given a second chance.

To d a y,  t h e  g o v e r n o r  n o 
longer enjoys the full support 

of his party and the clouds ap-
pear to be gathering around 
him.

Currently,  Bindow is sur-
rounded by an army of politi-
cal heavyweights in the state 
chapter of the All Progressives 
Party (APC) who are angry 
with him over his alleged re-
fusal to “share the money.”

Some of those in this group 
m a y  h a v e  s w o r n  t o  s e e  h i s 
back out of the Government 
House in 2019.

For this reason, the race for 
the governorship in Adamawa 
p r o m i s e s  t o  b e  s t i f f.  Th o s e 
who may have dusted their 
gloves to enter the ring with 
Bindow include Murtala Nya-
ko, a former governor of the 
state; David Babachir Lawal, 
the sacked secretary to the 
Government of the Federation 
(SGF); Boss Mustapha , the 
current SGF; Markus Gundiri, 
Nuhu Ribadu, a former chair-
m a n  o f  t h e  Ec o n o m i c  a n d 
Financial Crimes Commission 
(EFCC) and those loyal to the 
former Vice President of Nige-
ria, Atiku Abubakar.

Added to Bindow’s night-
mares is the rumour making 
the rounds that eight mem-
b e r s  o f  h i s  k i t c h e n  c a b i n e t 
were set to dump him, a de-
v e l o p m e n t  t h a t  i s  d i r e c t l y 
linked to the recent defection 
of Atiku from the APC to PDP.

At i k u  i s  a  p o w e r  b r o k e r 
in Adamawa State, who also 
influences, to a large extent 
decisions of the state govern-
ment on many issues.

It was gathered that the Ad-
amawa State House of Assem-
bly is threatening court action 
against Habu Umar Jibrilla , a 
brother to the governor, for al-
leged non-implementation and 
shabby execution of road proj-
ects awarded to his company 
Muraj Construction Company.

Mohammed Abubakar Mai-
kanti, chairman, House Com-
mittee on Rural Development, 
told journalists in Yola that the 
company allegedly diverted 
N96million as tax deduction 
from the N200million coun-
terpart funding released by 
the Adamawa State govern-
ment.

Apart from awarding con-
tracts to his brother, Governor 
Bindow’s critics also say that 
he should leave the stage as 
he is the sole beneficiary of 
the so-called infrastructural 
development he carried out.

“ Ad a m a w a  S t a t e  i s  w i t -
n e s s i n g  t h e  w o r s t  f o r m  o f 
degeneration in the area of 
human capital development,” 
an observer, who spoke with 
BDSUNDAY on condition of 
anonymity, said.

The observer also alleged 
that “Governor Bindow’s be-
lief and principles have killed 
the morale of local govern-
ment staff.”

“The civil  servants in the 
state have been experiencing 
hardship over late payment of 
salaries and the non-payment 
of leave allowances for the

p a s t  t w o - a n d - h a l f  y e a r s 
now, and the complete stop-
page of training and retraining 
of workers since the coming 
of his administration in 2015”, 
the critic said.

The question now is, how 
c a n  Bi n d o w  n a v i g a t e  t h e s e 
trouble waters to retain his 
seat at the Doguri  Govern-
ment House beyond 2019?

A  s t a u n c h  s u p p o r t e r  o f 
Atiku, a former vice president, 
said: “The Atiku factor has also 
given Bindow a serious night-
mare no doubt; the support he 
got from Atiku in 2015 will not 
be there in 2019.”

It was believed that Atiku 
bankrolled Bindow’s gover-
norship campaign in 2015 to 
the tune of N500million after 
he (Bindow) defeated Atiku’s 
candidate.

Pundits say that although 
Bindow may have garnered 
e n o u g h  m o n e y  t o  b a n k r o l l 
his re-election campaign in 
2 0 1 9 ,  h e  m a y  n o t  h a v e  t h e 
political sagacity to outwit the 
g e n e r a l i s s i m o  o f  Ad a m a w a 
p o l i t i c s  ( At i k u  Ab u b a k a r) 
whose ranks of l ieutenants 
are swelling by the day and 
politics is a game of numbers.

An o t h e r  f a c t o r  t h a t  o b -
servers noted that may affect 
Governor Bindow’s return am-
bition is the likely backlash of 
the suspension of Yola North 
Local Government Chairman, 
Mahmoud Abba , who is be-
lieved to be the candidate of 
one of the President Buhari’s 
inner caucus.

Bu t  f o r  t h e  g o v e r n o r,  h i s 
f a i t h  i s  a s  c o n s t a n t  a s  t h e 
Northern star. No shaking! He 
was quoted as telling those 
w h o  w e r e  r a i s i n g  c o n c e r n s 
and doubting his chances of 
ever returning to his seat in 
2019 to relax.

“No one gave me the chance 
but I will surprise them. I will 
use my experience in the busi-
ness world to make the differ-
ence,” he said.

Politics
2019 and Bindow’s nightmares in Adamawa
AUSTIN AJAYI, Yola



When Lamido took his presidential 
ambition consultation to Akwa Ibom

It is no longer secret that 
Su l e  La m i d o,  a  f o r m e r 
governor of Jigawa State, 
is nursing a presidential 
ambition. Even before 

t h e  I n d e p e n d e n t  Na t i o n a l 
Electoral Commission (INEC) 
announced the schedule for 
the next presidential election 
in 2019, Lamido, a stalwart of 
the People’s Democratic Party 
(PDP) had already indicated 
interest to throw his hat into 
the ring.

He has been saying it loud 
and clear that he wants to be 
the president of Nigeria. This is 
within his fundamental human 
rights to seek to be elected to 
the highest office in the land 
and given that he is doing so 
within the ambits of the laws, 
he has been fearless and dedi-
cated in his aspiration.

So when he visited Akwa 
Ibom State, the heartbeat of 
the Niger Delta and one of the 
l a r g e s t  p r o d u c e r s  o f  c r u d e 
oil, he came well prepared to 
unveil his ambition and spread 
the message of his campaign. 
And that message of his has 
b e e n  c o n s i s t e n t  a n d  w i t h -
out any ambiguity.  Has the 
country fared better since the 
present administration came 
to power?  “Under the pres-
ent leadership, are we better 
off ? Are we more united or 
more prosperous as a country? 
Are we more stable, more se-
cured?  More divided or being 
diminished?” Those were the 
rhetorical questions he asked 
to which answers have yet to 
be provided.

Lamido knows better hav-
ing served as the governor of 
Jigawa State between 2007 
and 2015, though he has is-
sues with the Economic and 
Financial Crimes Commission 
(EFCC) in which his son is also 
facing charges, he has without 
d o u b t  s e e m s  t o  b e  a  g o o d 
party guy, a loyalist to the core 
and has remained a member of 
the PDP, though many of his 
friends and associates had long 
defected.

Coming to Akwa Ibom State 
is significant in many ways.  
First, the chairman of the party 
in the state, Paul Ekpo is chair-
man of chairmen of PDP in the 
country. So it was the proper 
place to be and the right time 
too as the build up to the party 
primaries is about to begin.

Also, Akwa Ibom State has 
emerged as one of the strong 
bases for the PDP in the last 
couple of years. It has always 
voted overwhelming for the 
party from local to general 
e l e c t i o n s  t h o u g h  i t  h a d  t o 
settle the 2015 governorship 
election at the Supreme Court.

Politics
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As one of the founding mem-
bers of the party, he certainly 
knows his onions and knows 
where the votes in next year’s 
general election would come 
from. And for coming to con-
s u l t  t h e  g o v e r n o r  w i t h  t h e 
party hierarchy in the state,  
Lamido has  not only kept his 
presidential ambition alive but 
has begun his journey towards 
realising his presidential ambi-
tion and who knows, as it is said 
that a journey of a thousand 
miles often starts with a step, 
his visit to Uyo may mean a 
good decision after all.

Describing his visit to Akwa 
Ibom as homecoming, he ac-
knowledged with pride what 
he termed good leadership, 
party cohesion and solidarity 
during his consultation at the 
state party secretariat.

According to him, his presi-
dential aspiration is informed 

ANIEFIOK UDONQUAK, Uyo

by a strong desire to collec-
tively work and solve problems 
confronting Nigeria.

Lamido  who served as a fed-
eral  Minister during  Olusegun 
Obansanjo’s administration as 
president , specifically stated 
that his desire for the presi-
dency is to work together to 
restore dignity, stability, secu-
rity and prosperity. 

He enjoined the party to in-
terrogate itself and brainstorm 
on the current leadership chal-
lenges ahead of the 2019 elec-
tions and assured that he was 
willing to offer himself for the 
r e s c u e  m i s s i o n  i f  t h e  p a r t y 
shares the same concerns with 
him.

While responding, the gov-
ernor thanked the presidential 
aspirant for deeming it fit to 
come to the state for consulta-
tion and assured him that notes 
will be compared and at the 

appropriate time the people 
will queue behind the aspirant 
with the best qualities.

On the whole, Lamido’s visit 
has shown that Akwa Ibom 
cannot be taken for granted 
w h e n  P D P  i s  i n v o l v e d  a n d 
that any aspirant who does so 
would be taking a big risk that 
could prove costly, politically.

Meanwhile, the state gov-
e r n m e n t  h a s  d e n i e d  m e d i a 
reports that Governor Udom 
Emmanuel has abandoned his 
second term bid after being 
offered the position of a vice 
president by Sule Lamido dur-
ing his visit to state.

Describing such a report as 
false in its entirety,  Ekerete 
Udoh, the chief press secretary 
to the governor in a statement 
said Lamido during his cour-
tesy call on the governor  never 
offered a Vice Presidential slot 
to Governor Udom Emmanuel, 
neither was such an issue ever 
discussed nor solicited.

According to him Governor 
Em m a n u e l  n e v e r  e n d o r s e d 
the Presidential hopeful, Sule 
La m i d o,  a d d i n g  t h a t  i n  t h e 
usual tradition, he referred to 
him as a “presidential hope-
ful” and told him in clear and 
unambiguous term that power 
belongs to God and that God 
alone determines whom He 
gives power to.

“As a loyal party man, the 
Governor had emphasised the 
party apparatus in the state 
will work for the success of 
the person who would even-

tually emerge the presidential 
candidate of the PDP. He went 
on to state that “we, in Akwa 
Ibom State are known to give 
100 percent support to who-
ever may have emerged as our 
presidential candidate.”

It is therefore, “disingenu-
ous and utterly malicious for a 
reporter to concoct and peddle 
falsehood of such magnitude.

“Governor Udom Emman-
uel has earned the trust of the 
good people of Akwa Ibom 
State through the spectacular 
achievements he has recorded 
in the almost three years that 
he has been in the saddle a fact 
that even the Adviser to Presi-
dent Buhari on Political Affairs,  
Babafemi Ojodu- a chieftain of 
the All Progressives Congress 
( A P C ) ,  h a s  a c k n o w l e d g e d 
when he devoted a whopping 
32 pages in the Mid Term Re-
port he authored, showering 
praises on Governor Udom 
Em m a n u e l  f o r  h i s  a c h i e v e -
ments.”

He explained that the gov-
ernor having  been endorsed 
by key stakeholders across 
the three senatorial districts 
for a second term come next 
year, the people of Akwa Ibom 
State would again repose their 
faith and fidelity him and will 
re-elect him to a second term 
in office.

He urged members of the 
public to discountenance and 
dismiss the said story as a fig-
ment of the imagination of the 
reporter.

Sule Lamido (4th left) presenting his campaign posters to Governor Udom Emmanuel during the visit.

Lamido’s visit has shown 
that Akwa Ibom cannot be 

taken for granted when 
PDP is involved and that any 
aspirant who does so would 

be taking a big risk that could 
prove costly, politically



It is no longer news that the 
leadership and members of the 
House of Representatives and 
their counterparts in the Senate 

are not happy with the Executive 
considering the slow pace in which 
the Zonal/Intervention projects are 
being handled.

The manner in which various 
Ministries, Departments and Agen-
cies (MDAs) have been handling 
the implementation of their zonal/
intervention projects, for which 
N100 billion was allocated yearly, 
is also condemnable. The initiative 
which started under the President 
Olusegun Obasanjo for me, was 
novel as it has the capacity to im-
pact directly on rural areas which 
may not benefit from various proj-
ects being implemented by Fed-
eral, State and Local Governments 
(more so that the latter has gone 
into extinction due to the greed of 
majority of State Governors).

Of course, the unpalatable finan-
cial crisis that hit the country cum 
the low revenue contributed to the 
inability of President Muhammadu 
Buhari to concede to the yearnings 
of the federal lawmakers, majority 
of whom are dependent on using 
the projects as baits and campaign 
materials as the general elections 
beckon. Most of them inscribe their 
names on the project’s signpost as 

if they were funded directly from 
their pockets. So it becomes very 
difficult to draw lines between 
those projects executed from the 
over N35 million quarterly allow-
ance and those funded by Federal 
Government through their respec-
tive federal legislators. But in the 
spirit of accountability, the leader-
ship of the House and indeed the 
National Assembly should do more 
to ensure that the Zonal/Interven-
tion projects are implemented and 
functional.

Going by the original concept 
of the Zonal/Intervention project, 
while the lawmakers are to identity 
the constituency-based needs of 
the electorates across the 360 fed-
eral constituencies, the Executive 
through the MDAs ought to be the 
implementing agencies. In fairness, 
there would have been nothing 
wrong in allowing the lawmakers 
to nominate contractors that will 
handle the projects, if not for whom 
we are and known to be! Diversion 
and conversion of the funds to pri-
vate pockets!

I have been asking why in body 
cares to tell Nigerians about the au-
dit of all the projects implemented 
yearly by the federal lawmakers! 
Who ought to oversight several 
billions of naira drawn from our 
commonwealth, but accounted 

for? Give or take, approximately 
15 years of implementing Zonal/
Intervention project component 
of our national budget, no audit has 
been carried out, for any reason, 
yet we keep pumping billions into 
the drains! Even the Civil Society 
Organisations and Community 
Based Organisations (CBOs) never 
see this financial cankerworm as a 
major national assignment to be 
prioritised. That shows how pru-
dent we are as political elites who 
forever will keep criticising and 
blaming the Military for allegedly 
under-developing Nigeria!

Haven gone through the budget 
proposals presented by the incum-
bent President and his predeces-
sors, to the joint session of the Na-
tional Assembly, I concluded that 
the budget can best be described 
as ‘dumping ground’ for Zonal/
Intervention projects, because of 
the manner in which the projects 
were domiciled indiscriminately. 
Even, the bureaucracy working on 
the budget document can’t find an-
swers to these mysterious cancer-
ous sub-heads! Listening to some 
discerning members who spoke 
at the budget defence sessions 
(from sub-conscious) held with 
some MDAs, several questions 
were asked on the dominance of 
some Zonal/Intervention projects 

in particular federal constituency, 
without the knowledge of the Com-
mittee oversighting the MDAs!

Going back to the motion ad-
opted by the House during Thurs-
day plenary session, on the ‘Urgent 
need to widen the scope of investi-
gation by the committee on constit-
uency outreach on the execution of 
Constituency/Zonal Intervention 
Projects by the National Primary 
Health Care Development Agency 
(NPHCDA) from 2015 - 2017 to 
include other Ministries, Depart-
ments and  Agencies (MDAs), I 
strongly believe that it will be more 
beneficial to us as a country, to 
prioritise auditing of projects for 
which appropriations were made 
but not implemented! This exercise, 
should be given to an independent 
body outside the Legislature and 
Executive, preferably, the CSOs, 
NGOs or CBOs and the Media. 
Until then, no meaningful result 
will be beneficial to us as a country.

According to the House resolu-
tion, the Committee on Constitu-
ency Outreach is expected to com-
mence its assignment, since most 
of the MDAs have concluded their 
budget defence before the standing 
Committees. But it is noteworthy 
to underline the grievous allega-
tions against MDAs who according 
to the House, are “culpable of same 

sharp practices.” Drawing infer-
ence from the motion, most of the 
MDAs supposedly ‘swindled’ or 
‘cornered’ the funds approved for 
the Zonal/Intervention projects.

While wishing the Committee 
a successful discharge of its as-
signment, to “widen the scope of 
its investigation to include MDAs 
identified in the sharp practice and 
report back to the House within six 
weeks for further legislative ac-
tion,” it is more essential to me and 
all Nigerians, that those culpable in 
non-implementation of projects for 
which monies were approved and 
released between 2015 to 2017, 
should be prosecuted irrespective 
of their office and status.

Essentials of zonal/intervention projects audit
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From the Red Chamber
With 

OWEDE AGBAJILEKE

From the Green House
With 

KEHINDE AKINTOLA

If the recent events in South 
Africa and Ethiopia are any-
thing to go by, it won’t be 
out of place to submit that 
some African democracies 

are gradually evolving. From op-
position political parties displac-
ing governing parties at general 
elections to political office hold-
ers throwing in the towel, what 
used to be the political culture of 
advanced democracies is now 
unfolding in Africa in our lifetime.

Unfortunately, Nigeria is yet 
to come to grips with resignation 
from public office, as it is not in 
our DNA to do so. An average 
Nigerian political office holder 
would rather be impeached than 
bow to pressure and step aside.

Last week, Jacob Zuma re-
signed as South African Presi-
dent after the governing African 
National Congress (ANC) asked 
him to give way or face a vote of 
no confidence in parliament over 
damaging corruption allegations.

Just when I was still follow-
ing the trend of events there, 
then came another report from 
Ethiopia that her Prime Minis-
ter, Hailemariam Desalegn, had 
stepped down amid deadly anti-

government protests.
Politicians in Nigeria have a lot 

to learn from the two countries. 
No individual is bigger than the 
party and the country. In the 
memorable words of former 
President of the United States of 
America, Barack Obama while 
addressing the Ghanaian Parlia-
ment, he said: “Africa doesn’t 
need strongmen, it needs strong 
institutions”.

As other nations in the conti-
nent evolve in this regard, unfor-
tunately Nigeria, the so-called 
‘giant of Africa’ is still fixated on 
strong individuals rather than 
institutions. That is why serving 
Ministers like Rotimi Amaechi, 
Adebayo Shittu and presiden-
tial spokesperson Femi Adesina 
would tell Nigerians that only 
President Muhammadu Buhari 
possessed the magic wand to 
take Nigeria to the Promised 
Land, despite current economic 
woes three years into the admin-
istration.

In the build-up to Zuma’s exit, 
none of the key political actors 
played the ethnic card, religion 
was inconsequential. There were 
no tanks in Johannesburg or Pre-
toria, no threat of civil war, no 
television blackout. The govern-
ing ANC was more interested in 
protecting its name and legacy 
than Zuma. Interestingly, there 
was no deployment of security 
forces to seal off the venue of 
the ANC meeting, neither were 
there reports of stray bullets nor 
teargas used on party members 
by security agents.

Unfortunately, the same man 
who has been disgraced out 

of office in far away South Af-
rica has a statue in Nigeria for 
his ‘exemplary’ leadership and 
contribution to society. He even 
bagged a chieftaincy title here; a 
clear indication that we worship 
mediocrity. What a shame!

If the events in South Africa 
had played out in Nigeria, then the 
following would have happened: 
the Attorney General of the Fed-
eration (AGF) and Minister of 
Justice, Abubakar Malami, would 
have gone to court with 50 SANs, 
seeking an injunction restraining 
the governing party from recalling 
the President; his kinsmen would 
have played the ethnic card and 
insisted that ‘it is our turn to 
chop’; his supporters would have 
besieged the National Assembly, 
saying corruption is fighting back; 
prayer sessions would have been 
held in churches and mosques 
against his resignation; Adesina 
would have posted a video on his 
Facebook page, tagging those 
asking the President to resign as 
‘Wailers’; Senior Special Assistant 
to the President on Media and 
Publicity, Garba Shehu, would 
have described THE SUN report 
as ‘irresponsible journalism’; con-
vener of the BringBackOurGirls 
group, Oby Ezekwesili, would 
have gone on rampage on Twit-
ter; former Presidents Olusegun 
Obasanjo and Ibrahim Babangida 
would have written open letters 
to the ‘analogue President’ to step 
down for a ‘digital President’.

The EFCC, SSS, ICPC, Civil 
Defence, NIA, DIA, Police would 
not be left out. They would have 
declared IBB spokesperson, 
Kassim Afegbua , wanted for 

‘fraud’, ‘hate speech’, ‘treason-
able felony’ and ‘impersonation’; 
Information Minister, Lai Mo-
hammed, would have blamed 
PDP for heating up the polity; 
former Head of State, Abdul-
salam Abubakar and Catholic 
Bishop of Sokoto Diocese, Mat-
thew Kukah, would have been in 
Aso Rock by now, persuading the 
President to toe the path of hon-
our; rampaging Fulani herdsmen 
would have raided the headquar-
ters of the governing party; Kogi 
State Governor Yahaya Bello, 
would have declared the action 
of the ruling party as ‘null and 
void and of no effect’; Imo State 
Governor, Rochas Okorocha 
would have erected statues in 
honour of the President in all the 
local government areas of the 
state, even as Bola Tinubu and 
Bisi Akande would have been 
invited to the Villa by now for 
a closed door meeting with the 
President; Wole Soyinka would 
have asked the Number One citi-
zen to ignore the counsel of the 
cabal and step down honourably. 
Also Niger Delta militants would 
have threatened blowing up oil 
installations; Arewa, Ohanaeze 
and Afenifere socio-cultural 
organisations would have ex-
pressed divergent views while 
Guardian, Punch, Tribune, Nation 
newspapers, etc would have 
written front page editorials on 
the matter.

Also, BusinessDay award-
winning cartoonist, Asuquo, 
would have released series of 
satirical cartoons on the issue; 
an Igbo lawyer would have ap-
proached the ECOWAS Court 

to compel the President to step 
aside; Charlie Boy and his #Our-
MumuDonDo Movement would 
have stormed Abuja calling for 
the Number One citizen’s resig-
nation; some civil society groups 
would have staged a counter-
protest tagged ‘20 million man 
match for the President; Chan-
nels TV data analyst Babajide 
Ogunsanwo  would have carried 
out a research on the implications 
of the crisis on the Economic Re-
covery and Growth Plan (ERGP); 
Ekiti State governor, Ayo Fayose 
would have reminded us of how 
he prophesied last year that any 
forces against him would be up-
rooted and disgraced this year; 
Senate President Bukola Saraki 
would have set up an ad-hoc com-
mittee chaired by Dino Melaye 
to investigate the matter and 
report back in two weeks; House 
of Representatives would have 
ended up in rowdy session over 
an attempt by an anti-Buhari law-
maker to pass a vote of no confi-
dence on the President; Nigerians 
in Diaspora would have staged 
a protest at Trafalgar Square, 
London condemning the Nigerian 
government;  Senators Shehu 
Sani and Ben Bruce would have 
gone on Facebook and Twitter re-
spectively, urging the ‘Lion King’ 
to do the needful; there would 
have been allegations of bribery 
of governing party officials by 
THIRD FORCE. And so on....

As aptly elucidated by Simon 
Kolawole, “You can conveniently 
call Nigeria the Federal Republic 
of Drama. Or the Drama Repub-
lic of Nigeria. It is one day, one 
drama”. 

Lessons from Zuma’s resignation
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‘Why Abia’s free home medicare for 
the elderly is first of its kind in Nigeria’

Interview

Emenike Osondu is the administrator of the free medical care for the elderly persons in Abia State which was recently 
launched by the Abia State government. In this interview with UDOKA AGWU in Umuahia, Osondu said that available 
facts show that the initiative is first of its kind in Nigeria. He also threw light on the operation of the scheme. Excerpts:

L-R Chief Osondu interacting With  Gov. Ikpeazu

Abia Senior Citizens

Why did you decide to come 
back from the United States?

I came back home because I 
have to give back to those 
that gave me life. I am a 
sub-contractor to US Gov-
ernment on health, Geriat-

ric health. So after practising for 
37 years, I decided to give back 
to my community. That is why I 
am here.

Now that you are in Abia State, 
what are you doing?
We manage old people. We call 
them geriatrics-people who are 
70 years and above. They are 
home-bound, which means they 
can’t get out of their homes. 
They are sick in their home and 
so we visit them in their homes. 
Their homes become a hospital 
or a clinic where we manage 
their care. They have to have 
what we call medical necessity, 
which means they have to be 
sick, because you can’t come to 
see a patient that went to tap 
palm wine or something. So that 
is what I do.

What are the operational de-
tails of the programme?
The free home health care ser-
vice for the elderly is designed as 
an empowerment programme 
for the senior citizens of Abia 
State.

What are the vision and mis-
sion of the programme?
Our Governor, Okezie Victor 
Ikpeazu, loves an integrated 
home care network providing 
quality services designed to 
meet diverse health care needs 
of those in the grassroots who 
cannot get to the hospitals. He 
is positioned to improve the 
health status of families, indi-
viduals and especially citizens 

in the seventeen (17) local gov-
ernment areas of Abia State. He 
believes that our elderly citizens 
should come first.

G o v e r n o r  I k p e a z u  h a s 
launched this free home health 
care for the elderly because he 
wants to reduce the number of 
elders that go to the hospital 
which is not their natural home. 
Some of our elders think that 
when you take them to the 
hospital, they will die. So the 
governor wants to bring health-
care to them at home. After 
hospitalisation, most of them go 
home to die because there is no 
home care to follow through and 
make sure they are complying 
with medication.

What are the benefits of the 
Programme?
It reduces the amount of money 
spent by family members on 
burial but apply it to health. It 
gives our elderly ones some dig-

nity, respect and love that they 
so much need for it is not a crime 
to be old. It has also saved a lot 
of marriages and family disputes 
on whose responsibility it is to 
take care of grandparents.

What other services does the 
scheme offer?
We offer our senior citizens 
skilled nursing care such as 
blood pressure, pulse and respi-
ratory status assessment; moni-
toring of nutrition and hydration 
status; monitoring response 
and teaching of medication; 
administering insulin, wound 
and stormy care, catheter care, 

obtaining specimens such as 
blood for lab testing; medical 
social workers are available for 
various referrals throughout the 
community. The elderly with 
diabetes, cancer, heart disease, 
Alzheimer, hypertension, arthri-
tis, fracture and stroke are also 
not left out.

How does the scheme operate?
The registered nurses will come 
to the comfort of your home 
and evaluate for free. For you to 
qualify for this special service, 
you must have a medical neces-
sity, be homebound, require 
intermittent skilled care and 
have physician approval.

With tender loving care, 
our care givers are dedicated, 
trustworthy, reliable healthcare 
professionals. They have been 
carefully selected to ensure that 
the quality of services delivered 
meet the highest standards of 
the World Health Organisation 
(WHO). We unite the physician, 
patient, caregivers and Okezie 
Victor Ikpeazu to provide the 
maximum benefit to the el-
derly with a loving touch. The 
great news is that the service 
is FREE, courtesy of our health-
conscious governor.

The free home healthcare 
services include home health 
aid care such as bathing, dress-
ing and personal hygiene, as-
sistance ambulation, turning 
and positioning as needed; light 
housekeeping assistance; so, 
physical therapy, speech ther-
apy and occupational therapy; 
medical social  workers are 
available for various referrals 

throughout the community.

Since the commencement of 
the programme what level of 
success have you recorded?
Since the governor launched the 
programme; that is at the end of 
November 2017, we have es-
tablished grounds in Ukwa East, 
Obingwa, Isiala Ngwa South and 
Ikwuano. We have attended to 
160 patients; that is 40 patients 
in each of the L.G.A visited so 
far. Presently, we are heading to 
Umunneochi. You know for now, 
it is a pilot programme.

How is the programme funded?
So far, so good; the governor has 
been doing very well in funding 
it. Just like I said, he has spent so 
much money into the project. He 
is giving us ambulances, Sienna 
vehicles to transport ourselves 
and the patients, Keke (tricycles) 
that take us into the hinterland to 
go see these patients, where the 
vehicles cannot reach. But the big 
picture is that we are trying to get 
enough records so that we can 
get the World Health Organisa-
tion (WHO) to come and help 
us sustain what we are doing and 
that will be done very soon.

What is the level of Governor 
Ikpeazu’s commitment in the 
healthcare system of the state?
I have to tell you something, I 
don’t know the governor very 
well, but for the few months that 
I have known him, he is commit-
ted to health. Let me tell you his 
commitment. His commitment is 
coming from his background. His 
mum used to be a visiting nurse; his 
mother in-law used to be a visiting 
nurse. He has people in the health 
industry around him. So when you 
talk to him about health, he gets it 
real fast. It didn’t take me 15 min-
utes to explain this programme to 
him and he understood it and said 
‘let’s do it’. So I will give him a very 
round ‘A’ on health.

What are your challenges?
The major challenge we have 
is going into the hinterlands. 
We have road issues, where we 
have to pilot ourselves deep 
into the hinterland to see most 
of these patients and most of 
them don’t have any helper. So 
we have to provide help, medi-
cation, comfort and grooming. 
We have to really establish the 
infrastructure to make it suc-
cessful in their homes. So those 
are the challenges.

We unite the 
physician, patient, 

caregivers and 
Okezie Victor 

Ikpeazu to provide 
the maximum 
benefit to the 
elderly with a 

loving touch. The 
great news is that 

the service is FREE, 
courtesy of our 

health-conscious 
governor



Ayo Oyoze Baje is president Guild of Public Affairs Analysts of Nigeria (GPAAN), author and media consultant. In this interview 
with ZEBULON AGOMUO, Editor, Baje, who turned 65 recently, took a hard look at the state of the nation, saying that Nigeria 
has lost the things that made her thick as a result of many years of visionless leadership. He said that President Muhammadu Bu-
hari and his party have squandered the goodwill of the electorate by their refusal to redeem their campaign promises. Excerpts:

Congratulations 
on your 65th 
birthday anni-
versary. How 
do you feel and 

what does it mean to be 65 
in a country like Nigeria?

Let me begin by express-
ing my profound gratitude 
to you and your widely read 
newspaper for granting me 
this rare opportunity to air 
my views on sundry issues. 
How do I feel clocking 65 
in a country where life ex-
pectancy is 50? Honestly, I 
feel greatly blessed by God, 
our creator. I have enjoyed 
divine health over the years. 
In fact, I have given myself 
the name: ‘Beloved of God’. 
Sitting right here before you 
is a man who has survived 
a lot of challenges in life; 
including the death of some 
loved ones, undue delays 
and disappointments in re-
alising his dreams.

For instance, I encoun-
tered food poisoning at 
the tender age of six but 
miraculously survived it!

Similarly, I survived a 
ghastly auto-accident with 
my first car, a Toyota Panel 
Van, barely three months 
after its purchase. The inci-
dent took place on 3rd July, 
1979 at about 9.30 pm in 
Omu-Aran, Kwara State. It 
may interest you that after 
the car somersaulted into 
a deep ditch I ran for some 
five kilometers at night to 
report to the officers of the 
then Motor Transport Divi-
sion (MTD) that my wife, 
who was with me in the car 
was dead! That they should 
assist to locate her corpse. 
On her part, she went to 
report it to the Police station. 
The two of us met at Omu-
Aran General Hospital! The 
rest, as they say is history. As 
you are fully aware we have 
survived working in the then 
Daily Times for about a year 
without steady salaries.

But when merely looking 
at me today, you would think 
that I am much younger. It 
is all by the special grace of 
God. 

People normally say’ 
good old days’; is it actually 
true that there were once 
good days in Nigeria?

The answer to your good 
question is a loud ‘yes’. There 
were indeed the good old 
days. That was when, for 
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Ayo Oyoze Baje

‘We must be alarmed at the tide of 
sentiments sweeping across Nigeria’

instance, moral values were 
high, when we were our 
brother’s keeper in our com-
munal setting; both in the 
farms and villages; when 
the cost of living was ap-
preciably low and when this 
mad mania for money and 
materialism was the excep-
tion rather than the rule. I 
can recall vividly that back 
in those days one would find 
heaps of yams or cassava by 
the roadside with the cost 
price fixed. Interested buy-
ers would pay with cash and 
carry the products away. 
Yet, no one would steal the 
money. The owner would 
find the cash, without the 
fear of it being stolen.

One interesting attribute 
in my growing up years was 

being brought up to know 
the histories of our founding 
fathers and having allegiance 
to the country called Nigeria. 
I remember how jubilant we 
were on October 1, 1960 
at Independence. It was a 
glorious moment watching, 
even in our primary school as 
the Union Jack was lowered 
and the green-white-green 
national flag was hoisted.

And we returned home 
with gifts of branded por-
celain cups, tins of milk and 
the flag as souvenirs from 
the Federal Government. 
Back then therefore, we 
knew government as the 
symbol of a protecting and 
providing father-figure. It’s 
unlike these days when one 
understands government 

as the ever-demanding god, 
asking you to pay one bill or 
the other, yet, not providing 
the amenities as promised 
and expected.

Furthermore, educa-
tion standard was high. I 
was lucky to have attended 
Ochaja Secondary School, 
then in Kabba Province but 
now in Kogi State, owned 
by the Qua Ibo Mission and 
manned by well-groomed 
and highly committed, white 
missionaries. Discipline and 
orderliness were the watch-
words. We enjoyed boarding 
system of schooling where 
we were well guided on how 
to spend our time, wisely. 
Back then every minute 
counted. Is it so as of today? 
The answer is obvious.

Our libraries and labora-
tories were well equipped. 
Believe it or not, we started 
actively engaging in practical 
lessons right from Form One. 
And it was our Principal-one 
Mrs. Malpas who taught us 
the elementary sciences. 
Also, when we made it to 
Form Five, it was another 
Principal who taught us Eng-
lish Language and Math-
ematics! She charged us to 
study hard and make 100 
percent in the WAEC/GCE 
Ordinary Level and we did.

You are an author, writer 
and public affairs analyst; 
today, not many youths are 
so articulate. What do you 
think is the problem?

As reflected in my earlier 
response, I had the benefit 
of sound, solid educational 
foundation with teachers 
who were passionate about 
their job. They were like our 
parents, away from home. 
For instance, my secondary 
school teacher in English 
Language and Fine Art then 
called Miss Adeline Miller, 
but now Mrs. Adeline Cripe, 
an Irish woman discovered 
the talents in me.

Precisely in Form One in 
1966, she instituted an Art 

competition for us to make 
a painting to advertise rice. 
Fortunately, I came first out 
of 36 students. She took 
interest in my education- in 
developing my talents. With 
fond reminiscences, she was 
the one who granted me 
scholarship from Form Two 
up to Form Five.

Since then, I have en-
joyed one form of scholar-
ship or the other, even to the 
Masters Degree level.  That 
means that I paid school fees 
in only one year out of my en-
tire educational experiences. 
How many of our youths 
are as lucky these days?

I recall reading the biog-
raphies of most of the great 
scientists while in Form One, 
because our library was well 
stocked even far better than 
that of government-owned 
secondary schools. Indeed, 
I began writing short stories 
back in 1968 as a Form Three 
student. I wrote my first no-
vella, a year later. But I never 
sent it to any publisher and 
it was all for the fun of it. In 
fact, I was so interested in 
Literature-in-English that I 
won the Complete Works 
of Shakespeare for coming 
first at the MOCK/WAEC.

The competition we had 
during the holidays was on 
reading novels such as those 
under the African Writers 
Series by Chinua Achebe, 
Cyprian Ekwensi, Elechi 
Amadi,  Ngugi Wa Thiongo 
and the like. There were oth-
ers by James Hardly Chase, 
Fredrick Forsyth and one of 
my favourite authors, Mario 
Puzo, of the Godfather fame.

Good enough for me, 
childhood friends such as  
Mr. Otori Ahutu who stud-
ied English Language  and 
even others such as Omogu 
Ipemida, Usman Lawal(now 
late) and Michael Ajayi(late) 
were there to regale me bout 
which books they had read 
and what they gained from 
them.

By the time I got to the 
University of Ibadan in 1973 
I was already getting letters 
from the BBC on Writing 
skills. Even as an undergradu-
ate studying Botany I had a 
poetry column on the notice 
board of Sultan Bello Hall.

I had several readers 
and followers. For instance, 
when General Murtala Mu-
hammed died in 1976, it took 

Indeed, I began 
writing short 

stories back in 
1968 as a Form 
Three student. 
I wrote my first 
novella, a year 
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sent it to any 
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was all for the 

fun of it
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me minutes to compose 
a poem of tribute which I 
pasted on the hall’s board 
along with his portrait which 
I drew with a biro pen! It 
made me more popular in 
the campus. Some people 
are surprised to hear me 
say that I have written well 
over 50 books. That is the 
truth but not wanting undue 
delays I have delved into self-
publishing.

So, basically the problem 
is with our education system 
and the attention placed on 
it by governments, parents 
and even the private sector. 
I’m  pretty sure that only 
Chief Obafemi Awolowo 
(of blessed memory), then 
the Premier of the Western 
Region kept religiously to 
spending 26 percent of the 
region’s annual budget on 
developing education as rec-
ommended by UNESCO.

Since then, no administra-
tion at the federal or state 
level has kept to that. The 
result is now obvious for 
all to see. The value system 
has changed for our youth of 
today all out for come-quick 
riches, instead of discovering 
their talents and using such 
to impact on humanity and 
by it become wealthy.

You are, by your training, 
a firm advocate of proper 
eating as best way of fighting 
diseases. How would you 
assess the quality of health 
care in Nigeria?

That’s another beautiful 
question. There is still much 
gap to be filled in terms of 
awareness creation, on the 
great nexus between nutri-
tion and our general wellbe-
ing. We are what we eat.

Fortunately, we are 
blessed with a variety of 
nutritious food items, rang-
ing from root crops to dark 
green vegetables and colour-
ful fruits, mostly rich in vital 
vitamins, essential magical 
minerals, flavonoids and 
chemical elements that pro-
tect the cells from damage.

Unfortunately, we are 
not harnessing these vast 
and varied goodies from the 
hand of God, all freely given 
to us on a platter of gold! 
Instead, many prefer sundry 
processed food products 
with chemical sweeteners, 
preservatives and colou-
rants that are injurious to our 
health. My upcoming book: 
‘Food for Health-Eat right, 
Every day’ is set to enlighten 
the readers more. But that is 
on the individual level.

From the government 
perspective we pay lip ser-
vice to quality healthcare 
delivery. Why can’t all the 
states in Nigeria adopt the 
primary healthcare policies, 
aka Abiyamo as bequeathed 
to us by Dr. Olusegun  
Mimiko, former governor 
of Ondo State? Must we 
play politics with people’s 
welfare? Remember that at 
a point, he had to address 

the United Nation’s arm, 
the World Health Organisa-
tion to share the ideals of his 
pragmatic healthcare model.

Indeed, the sad and sor-
did situation of our parlous 
health care status has trig-
gered several questions. 
For instance, do we have 
credible data base on every 
citizen, graded according to 
age and health care needs? 
How much of federal and 
state budgets are allocated 
and eventually spent on our 
health requirements? How 
are the local governments, 
which are closest to the peo-
ple impacting on their health-
care? How many nurses and 
doctors do we have to the 
citizens and are they as rec-
ommended by WHO? What 
about the human capacity 
development in that regard? 
Is it not a national shame that 
our top politicians hurry to 
India, the UK or Germany 
for medical tourism?  All 
these are questions begging 
for answers because health 
is wealth.

Some people say that 
the country is more divided 
today than ever; do you 
share such view and how 
do you think we got to this 
sorry state?

The answer again is in the 
affirmative. We are clearly 
more divided along ethnic, 
religious and regional lines 
now than ever before. To 
say it as it is, Mr. President 
missed it by some of his ut-
terances, actions and inac-
tions ever since 2015. He 
rode into political power of 
the presidency on a ground-
swell of the people’s good-
will but has bungled it. He 

had the rare opportunity of 
writing his name in gold and 
become a statesman but 
chose, rather unfortunately, 
to be a Northern President!

If not, what do you make 
of taking care of the interests 
of the 97 percent as against 
that of the 5 percent? How 
do you explain the appoint-
ments especially with the 
nation’s security architec-
ture skewed in favour of 
the North? Only recently, I 
asked myself how comfort-
able he felt when he called 
for an emergency meeting 
of the security helmsmen in 
Aso Rock. He could as well 
have spoken Hausa or Fulani 
language to them. For God’s 
sake, we are supposed to 
be operating a democratic 
government.

How would you explain 
the swiftness with which 
we had ‘Operation Croco-
dile Dance’ by the military 
against members of IPOB 
and speedily declared them 
as terrorists?  But when it 
came to the blood-thirsty 
Fulani Herdsmen he and his 
administration foot dragged! 
What has he done, when it 
comes to acting swiftly to 
nip the rampaging herders in 
the bud? Nothing, absolutely 
nothing!

How would history judge 

him on the issue of refusing 
to visit Benue State to con-
dole with families of the 73 
voiceless and helpless vic-
tims of the same vampires 
in human skin but chose, in-
stead to visit the neighbour-
ing Nassarawa state when 
the herders lost some cattle?

 I am often irked, if not 
outraged by the blind sup-
port he enjoys from those 
who would not want him to 
take any blame for clearly 
avoidable foibles, fumbles 
and leadership lapses. We 
have never had such a high 
tide of sentiments sweeping 
across our dear fatherland. 
Never!

The buck stops at the 
president’s table and like it or 
not he has lost the goodwill 
of patriotic Nigerians.

The cattle colony pro-
posed by the FG appears to 
have divided the country. 
Your state Kogi seems to 
have embraced it. What are 
your thoughts on the issue?

The answer is as simple 
as it comes. Is cattle-herding 
no more a private business? 
Why the undue and obnox-
ious interest in its conduct by 
government at the federal 
level? Perhaps, we should 
also consider having pig 
colonies up north, as some 
comedians have suggested.

But jokes apart, you 
ask yourself how cows are 
tended to in saner climes. 
Remember this is the 21st 
Century that is technologi-
cally-driven with knowledge 
economy. It does not take 
months to grow fodders 
for cattle using biotechnol-
ogy. Cattle ranches are bet-
ter off. Besides, the Kano 
State Governor, Ganduje 
has gladly opened the state 
doors to all Fulani herders, so 
why bother our heads over 
it? It is a policy that is dead 
on arrival. The Minister of 
agriculture should have been 
more creative, with innova-
tive ideas.

As for Kogi, my state I 
believe that, with all due 
respect, Governor Yahaya 
Bello did not do enough con-
sultations before endors-
ing the policy. That explains 
why the elders from both 
Kogi East and West met and 
rose stoutly against it. Even 
controversy has trailed the 
allocation of hectares of land 
from parts of Kogi Central 
for it. This is a democracy and 
our leaders are well advised 
to carry the people along 
before the formulation or 
adoption of policies that 
would impact-either posi-
tively or otherwise on their 
well being.

Recently, a former mili-
tary president, Ibrahim Ba-
damasi Babangida issued 
a statement deploring the 
state of the nation under 
Buhari. The observation 
was in line with that of for-
mer president Olusegun 
Obasanjo. What is your 
take on these letters and 
the individuals that wrote 
them?

Thanks again for your 
pertinent question. Creon, 
a character from the Greek 
Play, Oedipus, written by 
Sophocles explains a simi-
lar situation this way: “Our 
country is our life. Only when 
she rides safely have we 
friends at all”.

Both letters were written 
out of a patriotic concern for 
the way and manner the ship 
of state is tottering. They 
may no longer be the pilots 
of the ship of state but given 
the benefit and hindsight of 
their wealth of experience, 
the president should listen 
to their wise counsel.

Considering his age, 
health status, the enormity 
of the challenges of gov-
ernance including gover-
nance being tampered with 
by members of the infamous 
cabal as well as the several 
unfulfilled promises he and 
the APC made some three 
years ago, he should retire 
to Daura and rest. He de-
serves it.

Unfortunately, his die-
hard supporters and unpa-
triotic elements have not 
taken the contents of the 
letters in good faith. They 
have become jumpy; throw-
ing tantrums at the letter 
writers. But let us not forget 
that though they may no 
longer be pilots of the ship 
of state, given their wealth 
of experience they should be 
in a vantage position to warn 
the current pilot where the 
ship should be heading, to 
avoid being overwhelmed 
by the swelling storm.

For me, we should focus 
on the message and not the 
messengers.

If you were to assess the 
APC as an analyst; what 
would be your verdict?

The APC came on board 
as a child of necessity in 2014 
with the sole aim to oust the 
Jonathan administration. 
Most analysts however, see 
the party as a marriage of 
strange political bedfellows. 
Now, it is crystal clear that it 
is indeed one.

On my part, I wrote an 
opinion essay late 2014 with 
the title: ‘The challenges 
before APC’, warning it not 
to make the mistakes that 
the PDP had made. But it has 
not learnt from the hands of 
history.

It made fanciful promises 
it has not fulfilled but instead 
resorted to turning the neck 
backwards, blaming the PDP 
for all our current socio-polit-
ical and economic woes.

Ayo Oyoze Baje
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Mystery snake and a nation’s comedy of errors

The Comedy of Errors is 
one of William Shake-
speare’s early plays. It 
is his shortest and one 
of his most farcical 

comedies, with a major part of the 
humour coming from slapstick 
and mistaken identity, in addition 
to puns and word play.

The play tells the story of two 
sets of identical twins that were 
accidentally separated at birth 
but were eventually united after 
a series of witty events.

Today, the phrase ‘a comedy 
of errors’ is often used to describe 
a situation that is so full of mis-
takes and problems that it seems 
funny. On that premise, it won’t 
be out of place to tag our nation 
as a ‘Land of Comedy of Errors’.  
Things happen in our clime that 
you cannot but remember the fa-
mous ‘Charley Boy Show’ where 
anything can happen.  Ours is a 
land of lots of comedies.

Few months back, the Eco-
nomic and Financial Crimes Com-
mission, EFCC discovered a large 
sum of money in a house in Ikoyi, 
Lagos. EFCC operatives allegedly 
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found the cash during a sting op-
eration. Specifically, the operatives 
uncovered about $38m, N23m 
and £27,000 from the apartment. 
This comes two days after EFCC 
operatives recovered €547,730 
and £21,090 as well as N5, 648,500 
from a Bureau de Change operator 
in Balogun Market, Lagos. Six days 
earlier, the EFCC had recovered 
N449, 000, 860 hidden in an aban-
doned shop also in Lagos. Prior to 
these discoveries, several millions 
of cash in different denominations 
have been discovered in bizarre 
places such as water tanks, burial 
grounds, farmlands among others.

While the foregoing scenario 
might look odd to those in other 
climes, it isn’t to us here. It simply 
follows a well known tradition 
of carefully keeping government 
fund in ‘choice’ places. Years ago, 
during the Second Republic, a huge 
amount of money was discovered 
at the Government House, Kano. It 
was then such a big scandal. But, 
typically, the man at the center of 
it all, Barkin Zuwo, the then Kano 
Governor never saw anything 
strange about the discovery. In 
his words: “It is simply a case of 
safe- keeping government money 
in government house”.

While he was still in the saddle 
as the Governor, Central Bank 
of Nigeria, current Emir of Kano, 
Lamido Sule Lamido, once al-
leged that of the $67 billion crude 

shipped by NNPC between Janu-
ary 2012 and July 2013, only $47 
billion was remitted to the Fed-
eration Account.  According to 
him, given all the issues raised, 
the NNPC needed to produce 
the proof that the $20billion un-
remitted either did not belong to 
the Federation or was legally and 
constitutionally spent. This was 
an era when there was a presiden-
tial pronouncement that stealing 
was not corruption. So, it was not 
really surprising that rather than 
paid him up for being a patriotic 
whistle blower, everything was 
done by the powers that be to get 
rid of Lamido. 

As if to authenticate the high 
rating of the country as a land of 
plenty comedy, new kid on the 
block, Philomena Chieshe, a sales 
clerk in the JAMB office, Makurdi, 
recently added to our long list of 
rich comedies when she could not 
account for N36 million she made 
in previous years before the aboli-
tion of scratch cards. While trying 
to exonerate herself of any claim of 
complicity in respect of the missing 
money, Chieshe alleged that her 
housemaid connived with another 
JAMB staff, Joan Asen, to steal the 
money from the vault in the ac-
count office through a weird snake.  

Now, while it is true that ours 
is a land of bountiful comedy, this 
latest episode seems to have been 
a joke taken too far. How did the 
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snake manage to swallow such 
a huge amount of money? How 
did it unlock the vault? How did it 
move the money away from JAMB 
office? Did it crawl or fly? These are 
logical questions that every sane 
mind would want to ask. But then, 
the situation is an illogical one. It 
is one that defies logic. This is be-
cause a ‘spiritual snake’ is involved, 
and in the spiritual realm anything 
can happen!

In an obvious response to the 
weird Makurdi snake event, the 
EFCC on its official twitter page @
officialEFCC added its own colour-
ful dimension to the issue when it 
tweeted: “An eagle (EFCC) shows 
no mercy for money-swallowing 
snake(s)”. What the EFCC might, 
however, have to be really cautious 
of is that a spiritual snake that 
is so audacious to have defied a 
‘safe’ JAMB vault and could swal-
low N36 million in one fell swoop 
would be a tough one for any ‘natu-
ral’ eagle to contend with.

Since ours is one huge comedy 
enclave, before long, we shall have 
another hilarious funny story to 
deal with. Gradually, the world 
seems to be taking note of our 
breathtaking brand of comedy. This 
is partly why we were once ranked 
the happiest people on earth.   

Ogunbiyi is of the Lagos State 
Ministry of Information & Strategy, 
Alausa, Ikeja
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The Internet and social me-
dia were once hailed for 
creating new opportuni-
ties to spread democracy 
and freedom. And Twitter, 

Facebook, and other social media 
did indeed play a key role in popular 
uprisings in Iran in 2009, in the Arab 
world in 2011, and in Ukraine in 2013-
2014. Back then, the tweet did at 
times seem mightier than the sword.

But authoritarian regimes soon 
began cracking down on Internet 
freedom. They feared the brave 
new digital world, because it was 
beyond the reach of their analogue 
security establishments. Their fears 
proved unfounded. In the event, 
most social media-enabled popular 
uprisings failed for want of effective 
leadership, and traditional political 
and military organizations retained 

How IT threatens democracy
the upper hand.

In fact, these regimes have begun 
to wield social media for their own 
ends. We have all heard the allega-
tions that Russia covertly used social 
media to influence electoral out-
comes in Ukraine, France, Germany, 
and, most famously, in the United 
States. Facebook has estimated 
that Russian content on its network, 
including posts and paid ads, reached 
126 million Americans, around 40% 
of the nation’s population.

We should recall earlier accusa-
tions by Russia of the West’s role in 
fomenting the “color revolutions” in 
Ukraine and Georgia. The Internet 
and social media provide another 
battlefield, it seems, for the surrepti-
tious manipulation of public opinion.

If even the most technologically 
advanced countries cannot protect 
the integrity of the electoral process, 
one can imagine the challenges fac-
ing countries with less know-how. 
In other words, the threat is global. 
In the absence of facts and data, the 
mere possibility of manipulation fuels 
conspiracy theories and undermines 
faith in democracy and elections at a 
time when public trust is already low.

Social media’s ideological “echo 
chambers” exacerbate people’s 
natural biases and diminish oppor-
tunities for healthy debate. This has 

political activity. Many poorer coun-
tries will not be able to put up such 
resistance, and enforcement will be 
difficult everywhere, because much 
of the data are stored and managed 
outside the regulating country.

Whether or not new international 
norms are necessary, we should be 
careful that in seeking to curb the 
excesses, we do not jeopardize the 
fundamental right to freedom of 
expression. Indeed, open societies 
should not over-react, lest they un-
dermine the very freedoms on which 
they base their legitimacy.

But nor can we remain idle. A 
few major players, in Silicon Valley 
and elsewhere, hold our fate in their 
hands; but if we can get them on 
board, we can address the failings of 
the current system.

In 2012, I convened the Global 
Commission on Elections, Democ-
racy, and Security to identify and 
tackle the challenges to the integrity 
of elections and promote legitimate 
electoral processes. Only elections 
that the population generally ac-
cepts as fair and credible can lead to 
a peaceful and democratic rotation of 
leadership, conferring legitimacy on 
the winner and protecting the loser.

Under the auspices of the Kofi An-
nan Foundation, I will now convene 
a new commission – this time, with 

the masterminds of social media and 
information technology, as well as 
political leaders – to help us address 
these crucial new issues. We will set 
out to find workable solutions that 
serve our democracies and safe-
guard the integrity of our elections, 
while harnessing the many opportu-
nities new technologies have to offer. 
We will produce recommendations 
that will, we hope, reconcile the dis-
ruptive tensions created between 
technological advances and one of 
humanity’s greatest achievements: 
democracy.

Technology does not stand still, 
and nor should democracy. We 
have to act fast, because digital 
advances could be just the start 
of a slippery slope leading to an 
Orwellian world controlled by Big 
Brother, where millions of sensors 
in our smartphones and other 
devices collect data and make us 
vulnerable to manipulation.

Who should own all the data col-
lected by our phones and watches? 
How should such data be used? 
Should its use by others require our 
consent? To whom are those using 
our data accountable? These are 
the big questions that will shape the 
future of freedom.

©: Project Syndicate
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real-world effects, because it fosters 
political polarization and erodes lead-
ers’ capacity to forge compromises, 
the basis of democratic stability. 
Likewise, the hate speech, terrorist 
appeals, and racial and sexual harass-
ment that have found a home on 
the Internet can lead to real-world 
violence.

But social media are hardly the 
first communication revolution to 
challenge political systems. The print-
ing press, radio, and television were 
all revolutionary in their day. And all 
were gradually regulated, even in the 
most liberal democracies. We must 
now consider how to submit social 
media to the same rules of transpar-
ency, accountability, and taxation as 
conventional media.

In the US, a group of senators has 
introduced the “Honest Ads Act,” 
which would extend the rules that 
apply to print, radio, and television 
to social media. They hope it will be-
come law before the 2018 midterm 
election. In Germany, a new law, the 
Netzwerkdurchsetzungsgesetz, 
requires social-media companies to 
remove hate speech and fake news 
within 24 hours or face fines of up to 
€50 million ($63 million).

As useful as these measures may 
be, I am not sure that national laws 
will be adequate to regulate online 
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Governor Okezie Ikpeazu 
has garnered a pletho-
ra of awards since his 
emergence as the gover-

nor of Abia State in 2015. The most 
recent in the pack is his nomination 
as ‘Vanguard Newspaper Gover-
nor of the Year 2017’.

The award, according to Gben-
ga Adefaye, who led the team of 
Vanguard editors, was in recogni-
tion of the governor’s novel con-
tributions to good governance and 
purposeful leadership in Abia State.

Adefaye further dressed Gov. 
Ikpeazu in robes that really cap-
ture the character and laudable 
achievements of the governor in 
Abia State. First, he described the 
governor as “exceptional leader 
with futurist ideas”.

Jay Mitchel paints exceptional 
leaders to be authentic and humble 
people who balance realism and 
optimism and are committed to 
making others better. Exceptional 
leaders, Mitchel says, surround 
themselves with people better 
than them; put people and long-
term results ahead of processes 
and short-term goals; have their 
team’s back; wade into conflicts; 
and are self-aware.

Furthermore, Mitchel says, 
“Exceptional leaders talk openly 
about their struggles, both past 
and present, as well as their suc-
cesses. They aren’t falsely humble, 
because they understand their 

Visionary leaders are not deterred by distractions
strengths and operate within them. 
They are same person when they sit 
in the leadership chair as when they 
are at home, on the golf course, or 
in the gym. Leaders talk about real 
life issues and real world problems. 
People naturally follow authentic 
people because they know what 
they can count on them to be con-
sistent, truthful, open, relationally-
intelligent, and honest.”

Gov. Ikpeazu embodies all the 
above qualities and so Vanguard’s 
description of him as an exceptional 
leader is not misplaced. Indeed, 
Ikpeazu perfectly exemplifies hu-
mility in leadership – or servant-
leadership – as enunciated by Christ 
in Matthew 23:11, “The greatest 
among you will be your servant.”

Gov. Ikpeazu’s leadership is 
highly driven by service to his peo-
ple. And he has not only professed 
this but has also demonstrated 
it. He once said, “The overriding 
import is service; we are desper-
ate to give service to the people 
of Abia State. We will continue to 
do it as the funds are available. It is 
better we die serving Abia people. 
So, what are we keeping the money 
for? If money is available, we will 
use it to serve the people. Funding 
is not a barrier. The prayers of the 
good people of Abia will find the 
funds for us to do what we want to 
do. We are in government to serve 
the people and remember that in 
my early days, I said I was going to 
be common governor for the com-
mon people.”

The governor is a man with 
futuristic ideas, no doubt. This has 

reflected in the quality of roads he 
does. He pioneered cement tech-
nology, also known as rigid pave-
ment technology, in road construc-
tion in the eastern part of the coun-
try. The technology ensures the 
mixture of crush rock-based ma-
terials and other items to achieve a 
thickness fill and compaction to the 
level of 300mm. This is followed by 
a concrete reinforcement cast with 
8mm to10mm-high tensil (mash 
of wires) reinforcement bars over 
the stabilised base before treating 
it with prime coat and asphaltic 
concrete. Cement technology is 
one of the technologies used in the 
construction of airport runways, 
tarmacs and places with heavy 
loads like machines and equipment.

Though the cost of this tech-
nology is higher than the conven-
tional construction methods, Gov. 
Ikpeazu chooses it as a means of 
strengthening the load-bearing 
capacity of roads in Abia and to 
boost the strength and quality of 
the finished work. The technology 
has a sustainability guarantee of 
10 to 20 years. It is a good solution 
for achieving sustainable roads in 
Nigeria, and Gov. Ikpeazu does not 
want to waste Abia’s resources 
returning to the roads he had earlier 
constructed after one rainy season.

One thing that continues to 
bother the minds of analysts and 
watchers of Nigerian politics, Van-
guard Newspapers inclusive, is how 
Gov. Ikpeazu was able to sustain 
these laudable achievements de-
spite prolonged distraction.

“Despite daunting legal distrac-

tions,” Adefaye told the governor, 
“you have remained focused on 
your vision and mission to trans-
form Abia State into a functional 
private sector-led economy, cre-
ating opportunities for citizens, 
improving the quality of lives and 
shaping the state into a regional en-
trepreneurship hub through good 
governance, appropriate develop-
ment and provision of sustainable 
enabling environment.”

Throughout history, the truth 
is that visionaries and achievers 
are not daunted by distractions. 
Nehemiah is a classical case. It will 
be recalled that Jerusalem came 
under serious siege in 606, 597, and 
586 BC and was conquered and 
destroyed by the great Babylonian 
King Nebuchadnezzar. The temple, 
palace, houses, and walls around 
the city were razed. Many of the 
Jewish elite were taken captive in 
Babylon in 606 BC and majority 
of the remnants were either killed 
or taken to Babylon in 597 and 
586 BC.

Nehemiah had a vision of a 
preferable future for his people 
and their beloved city of Jerusa-
lem. Despite strong opposition, he 
fulfilled the vision process – vision, 
implementation, opposition, and 
completion. He was attached to 
the Persian court – he had been the 
king’s cupbearer. He was appointed 
governor of Judah and authorized 
to rebuild its fortifications. He dem-
onstrated his organisational skills 
and had the walls of Jerusalem up in 
52 days. He was greatly hampered 
by the opposition of Sanballat, 

governor of Samaria, and Tobiah, 
governor of Ammon. He divided his 
forces into two shifts – one to stand 
at arms, the other to build.

Just like Nehemiah, Ikpeazu met 
a state lying literally prostrate. The 
worst hit was Aba, the commercial 
nerve-centre of the state. But his vi-
sion of a preferable future for Abia 
people forced him into action. This 
vision has converted the entire Abia 
into a construction site with scores 
of roads and bridges completed and 
more undergoing construction. It 
has also turned the state into an 
agricultural hub and, barring any 
unforeseen circumstances, the state 
would have achieved the planting 7 
million palm seedlings by 2019. Abia 
has been elevated in an SME hub. 
There are revolutions in the state’s 
health and education sectors.

The ongoing reforms, just like 
Nehemiah’s reforms in Jerusalem, 
have saved the state fortunes and 
made Abia a better place to live in. 
No wonder he has earned awards 
as “Nehemiah of Abia”, “a philoso-
pher king”, among others.

Just as Nehemiah’s vision was 
opposed by Sanballat and Tobias, 
opposition to Gov. Ikpeazu’s vi-
sions and reformations have come 
in the forms of protracted litiga-
tions aimed at distracting him and 
negative media publications with 
spurious, unfounded and baseless 
allegations aimed to denigrate 
the governor’s soaring fame. But 
despite the intensity of the opposi-
tion, by the grace of God, the vision 
process must be completed. To 
God be the glory.

OKECHUKWU KESHI UKEGBU
Ukegbu writes from Umuahia, Abia State.

KOFI ANNAN
Annan, a former Secretary-General 

of the United Nations, is Chair of 
the Kofi Annan Foundation and the 

Elders.



‘Why Quintessential Business Women 
Association’s membership is from grassroots’
A group called Quintessential Business Women Association (QBWA) has over one million members cutting across the 36 states and the 
federal capital with viable and verifiable listing?  Two incidents seemed to shock its initiators into action that led to its formation. The first 
was the discovery by a Nigerian lady, Shimite Bello, who traveled all over Africa in her search for food taste. She later led a delegation 
to the US to how Nigerian products were fairing out there in the international market only to discover that our goods were either hiding 
or totally absent. The next shocker was the chaos witnessed in 2011 when widows were invited to a programme. Their chaotic scramble 
for minor gifts showed that most women especially the grassroots ones in business in Nigeria were not doing well; they were therefore 
far below poverty line due to lack of access to finance and poor business practices. Shimite and her team began actions aimed at turning 
around the fortunes of Nigerian women through business action. This led to the birth of what is now called the Quintessential Business 
Women Association (QBWA). In an exclusive interview with IGNATIUS CHUKWU in Port Harcourt, Judith Tanko, the director-general of 
QBWA, gave some insight into the Nigerian business woman and the reason for deploying agriculture and solid mineral business value 
chains to pull women out of poverty and help them leap above basic suffering. Excerpts:

May we know 
the reason for 
the focus on 
agric and solid 
minerals?

It is all about empowering 
women across Nigeria and be-
yond in businesses. QBWA de-
cided to focus on Agriculture 
and Solid Minerals sectors of the 
economy, with reasons. If you 
look at women, they usually bend 
to agric and solid minerals. Nige-
rian women always start busi-
nesses but soon, you hear about 
crash of capital, and the business 
is down. The president of the 
association, Shimite Bello, (now 
Executive Secretary, Delta State 
Micro, Small and Medium En-
terprises Development Agency 
(DEMSMA) thus set her mind on 
solving that problem, and things 
worked out.

The idea is, let the Nigerian 
woman do business and let it start 
and be successfully established. 
We started this in 2011 after she 
had started African Pot, a televi-
sion programme in the Nigerian 
Television Authority (NTA) that 
took her round African coun-
tries, to their local areas to see 
what they eat and what makes 
them tick. After that, she rested 
the programme on TV but she 
continued empowering women 
from one part of the country to 
the other and from there to some 
African countries.

Quintessential Group part-
ners with organisations like 
DFID, GEMS 4, USAID etc to 
train for example farmers in palm 
produce. Then we partner with 
organisations like Central Bank 
of Nigeria, Bank of Agriculture, 
Bank of Industry, etc to get funds 
for people in the said trade We 
partner with Organisations like 
MADE and Propcom Mai-Karfi 
to create little cottage industries 
for our cooperatives along pre-
agreed product lines.

We heard that the dream 
began when some women with 
husbands were rushing items 
meant for widows?

It began when we hosted a 

programme in Kaduna in 2011, 
focusing on empowering widows 
in their livelihood. We called up 
all the 23 LGAs to bring out their 
widows in a cooking competition. 
It was important to motivate the 
widows and know their passions 
such as cooking, cakes, grinding, 
etc, and not just giving them gifts. 
We called all of them to come, but 
we were amazed that the number 
was overwhelming. There was 
chaos; fight over the things to 
be shared, high enthusiasm, etc. 
We realised that non-widows 
swarmed the place too. We won-
dered what was really happening 
that made non-widows to attend 
something for widows.

Commissioners’ wives were 
there to help. We asked why 
things were not working for 
women and why even the so-
called rich women could hard-
ly afford required amounts. It 

showed that many women were 
struggling, not being as rich as 
they looked. None of us was able 
to produce the amount stated. It 
was obvious that people see you 
in a car or clothes and they would 
not know that you are merely try-
ing to put body together. People, 
even family members, would be 
expecting so much from you. It 
became obvious that women and 
their businesses were not doing 
well. So, we wanted to know why 
businesses were not working well 
for women in Nigerian.

This is how the president de-
cided to form a business women 
association. We saw that most 
of the women that came were 
involved in the agric value chain. 
It may not be that they were 
farming but anything you touch 
may either be part of agric or solid 
mineral; that is the value chain we 
are talking about. So, she now 

got the idea and created so many 
methods to move the association 
forward.

Nigerian goods were routed 
through other nations

We now looked at the area of 
the grassroots to see that they are 
well integrated. This is because, if 
women around you are not em-
powered and you say you are rich, 
you have not made any progress. 
So, we had to teach them how to 
improve their goods and do pack-
aging. If you go to the global market, 
Nigeria’s goods are not there. We 
started by going to the 36 states. 
We later went to the US to see the 
placement of our goods but we 
found that they were nowhere to 
be found. Even if you find any, it is 
routed through Ghana or other 
countries; shea butter is routed 
through Ghana; our ginger product 
is routed from Kano through China 
to the world. So, all these things 
pushed us into saying, no, we need 
to work on our products. We Nige-
rians need to work on our products 
to make sure they compete well 
in the international market and 
represent Nigeria well.

Everybody was interested in 
solid mineral and agric products. 
The experiment started in the 
19 northern states before other 
states joined when the president 
of the association was called 
upon to work with Mrs. Jubrin on 
ethics and values. It was found 
that the southern women were 
interested in it. So, it became 
Nigerian women association and 
become Quintessential. Then, 
other African countries became 
interested such as Ghana, Liberia, 
and North America. Some other 
countries are calling us to include 
them but it’s not easy. The Libe-
rian leader and North American 
leader had to come to understudy 
us here in Nigeria and went back 
to start in their countries. We are 
focusing mostly on businesses of 
Nigerian women.

Why 70% of QBWA mem-
bers are grassroots women

Some other women business 
groupings are doing things too 
but they do not have grassroots 

women in them. QBWA is for the 
grassroots women because 70 
percent of membership is from 
grassroots; those that farm, those 
that sell in the market, etc. They 
are our targets because it is their 
goods that get to the final desti-
nation. If we do not get it right in 
the farm, it will not be good at the 
end point.

That is why we go round the 
774 local council areas in Nigeria. 
Our structure starts from the lo-
cal councils to the national level. 
Anywhere you go, you will find 
QBWA, even where there are no 
formal offices.

We source for funds for the 
women. For instance, in 2015, 
we were able to pull some mon-
ey from the CBN’s N220billion 
MSME Fund. They approved 
N2.7billion but disbursed only 
N1.7billion to our women in about 
eight states. Later, some states 
brought in funds and disburse-
ment grew to N2.4billion as at 
today. We are doing a partnership 
with CBN. It was not the fault of 
the women for not receiving the 
funds in all states. It was between 
the CBN and the MFBs. Some 
states could not receive the funds. 
At the end of the day, the CBN 
asked us to get our own micro 
finance bank (MFB) because 
the MFBs were not satisfying the 
CBN. Now, we are talking with 
Bank of Agriculture (BoA) so 
they can disburse the money to 
us. They understand us. Most of 
the MFBs are unit micro finance 
banks and that is a problem. We do 
not have a national MFB in Nigeria 
that understands us. Our women 
do not like to deal with the one that 
appears to be national especially 
their interest rates. Those who go 
to them are vulnerable women 
who have no choice. The MSME 
interest rate is 9 per cent but some 
of these MFBs will take more than 
30 per cent, striping the women of 
any gains. BoA as an agric-commit-
ted bank understands us. We work 
with DFID in the UK-sponsored 
projects, in about five different 
areas of agriculture.

How the solid structure helps 

Judith Tanko
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‘Why Quintessential Business Women...

When Edo boiled over alleged murder of two...

hold together the large member-
ship

Membership is very large. We 
have the President at the apex 
level. We have about 10 national 
directors. I am the Director-Gen-
eral. We have the vice presidents 
(North, South.) We also have 
zonal coordinators in the six geo-
political zones.

We have 37 coordinators for 
the 36 states and FCT. We call 
them FOTA (Friend of the As-
sociation).

In the states, we have 15 ex-
ecutives working with the FOTA. 
We have Local Government Co-
ordinators (LGC). They are our 
strong pillars because they are 
the ones leading the grassroots. 
Even the national officers rely on 
the LGCs to coordinate the areas.

We have 1000 women clus-
tered into 20 women each in 50 
clusters. We have 200 youths per 
local council area.

We have QWC (Quintessen-
tial Women Cooperatives). We 
have QYL (Quintessential Young 
Leaders). The youths have their 
national coordinators; the youth 
leaders at the LGA, state and 
national levels. Then we have the 
Quintessential Women Profes-
sionals (QWP) and we focused 
on 10 professions fit for the struc-
ture and the women, including 
medical doctors, lawyers, nurses, 
teachers, nurses, agric extension 
officers, ICT, etc. They work in 
their various fields but they work 
for QBWA, 50 per local council. 
We have five Quintessential Civil 
Society Organisations (QCSOs). 
They are CSOs that partner with 
us, five per state. 

The executives of these groups 
are working closely with QBWA 
leadership. We use Whatsapp 
to communicate because each 
group has a page and states have 
their whatsapp pages and each 
working groups does the same. 
We do not have to travel every-
day to all parts of the country. You 
can find our members doing one 
thing or the other, and no week 
passes that our people do not 
gather for an event in one state or 
the other. ICT has been embraced 
by QBWA to effectively run the 
affairs of women in business.

All eyes on the achievements:
We have achieved so much so 

far. There are numerous achieve-
ments. The first achievement 
is the ability to bring so many 
Nigerian women into the bank-
ing system. We went round the 
LGAs to educate them on finan-
cial systems and so they opened 
accounts. This is why the CBN is 
happy with QBWA. The second 
is that QBWA created agency 
banking. No organisation had 
done that before. The office of the 
vice president is using our agency 
banking system to disburse loans 
(GEEP) for traders. Most people 
are trading even when they are 
farming. Our agency banking is 
in every ward. We had to train 
10,000 agents to handle the GEEP 

loan. The third is financial inclu-
sion which therefore our great-
est achievement because we 
have brought several thousands 
of women into the banking net-
work. The fourth is leadership: 
We have organised Nigerian 
women into groups with strong 
leaderships around the coun-
try. The fifth is our relationship 
with international bodies such as 
DFID, USAID, etc, is strong.

Agency banking, our new 
weapon

We can use the agency bank-
ing to disburse any kind of loan. As 
we are partnering with the BoA, 
they will work with our agents in 
every word for any kind of loan 
they want to give to our mem-
bers. States that have not got the 
CBN loan will now get it through 
the new system. CBN has asked 
us to come, but we do not want 
what happened before between 
us and MFBs to happen again. We 
want the BoA to understand who 
we are and work with our agents 
so we achieve together.

Our key for loan recovery
I think as it is now, we did very 

well in recovery. Even if there 
were lapses, it was not our fault 
but that of the banks. We always 
tell them to allow us to train the 
recipients on the funds they are 
about to collect. We give our own 
KYC and most of the MFBs ad-
mit we do more KYC more than 
them. We look at achievement; 
let it be clean. We work on our 
members. Those that failed are 
where the MFBs did not wait for 
us and went ahead to disburse 
the funds. Some leaders did not 
understand it and were eager to 
disburse. They now understand 
that training is needed before 
disbursement. That is the key.

The women can apply the 
loans in other areas of business 
than agric and solid minerals.

Our members in the local 
council areas have contacts. 
When you call them, they will 
guide you to meet them. They 
have meeting centres at the local 
council levels and state levels. It 
is not every local council that has 
solid relationship with the local 
QBWA to give them offices. What 
we ask is for the state govern-
ments to give their citizens a good 
environment to run their business 
associations so as to grow their 
local economies.

We are in good relationship 
with most of the relevant min-
istries such as Women Affairs, 
Youth, Agric, Commerce, etc. 
If you mention Quintessential 
Group, they will easily identify 
with us. Also we partner with 
CBN, BoA, etc; so long as you 
would go to the right depart-
ments that handle matters af-
fecting us.

We have annual reports that 
help to put our operations in order 
and measure our milestones and 
achievements. We have monitor-
ing and evaluation in every state 
to measure performance.

vigilante was killed.
“Preliminary investigation 

revealed that the vigilante group 
also responded to a distress 
call on the robbery operation. 
The vigilante started demon-
stration but the situation has 
been brought under control,” he 
added.

However, Edo State Gov-
ernor, Godwin Obaseki who 
paid a condolence visit to David 
Okoniba family in Benin-City 
also inaugurated six-man panel 
of inquiry to unravel the imme-
diate and remote causes of the 
incident.

The governor, who also set up 
N10 million education fund for 
the training of two children of 

the deceased promised that the 
state government would leave 
no stone unturned to ensure that 
the killers of the commercial taxi 
driver was brought to book.

He also promised that the 
state government would support 
in the burial of the deceased.

“I learnt that the deceased 
has two children. I have released 
N10 million fund to be used for 
their education, to reduce the 
pain of the absence of their fa-
ther and ensure their education 
does not suffer much because of 
this incident.

“I also assured the family that 
government will support in the 
burial of the late David Okoniba 
and advised the family to take 
the wife of the deceased to the 

hospital for medical attention at 
government expense, as she was 
still traumatised by the incident.

Edo State Commissioner of 
Police, Johnson Kokumo also 
paid a condolence to the family 
of the driver.

The governor gave the term 
of reference of the panel of in-
quiry to include “determining 
the circumstances that led to the 
fatal clash between some mobile 
policemen and youths at Upper 
Igun area of Benin City; estab-
lish the number of persons who 
died or sustained injury during 
the clash; the culpability of any 
person or group responsible for 
the incident; make appropriate 
recommendation to government 
to avert similar incident in the 
future.”

Members of the panel are 
Justice Joseph O. Olubor, as chair-
man; Joseph Okpoloa (Rtd), 
former Deputy Commissioner 
of Police, Osagie Obayuwana, 
former commissioner of Justice 
and Attorney-General, Colonel 
David Imuse (Rtd) and Dupe Ojo.

“The panel will among other 
things, examine the circum-
stances that led to the fatal clash 
between some men of the Mo-
bile Police and angry youths at 
Upper Igun area in Benin City, 
Edo State capital. It will estab-
lish the number of persons who 
died or sustained injuries during 
the clash and the culpability of 
any person or group in bearing 
responsibility for the incident,” 
he said.

While Edo State governor and 
the commissioner of Police had 
paid condolence visit to the fam-
ily of late David Okoniba, he and 
the authorities of the Nigerian 
Army were yet to do the same to 
the family of Efe Igbinovia.

Continued from page 8
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‘It is dangerous to use commercial bank 
knowledge to run microfinance bank’
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How would you assess Micro-
finance in Nigeria; is it really 
working?

I think we need to basically 
go back to the definition 
of microfinance. Micro-
finance means providing 
financial services to the 

small and low income earners. 
But when you look at the Micro-
finance, there are some that are 
in the SME group, there are some 
that are very micro, i.e. those 
trading in petty markets and so 
on; so it depends on what you 
want to focus. For a microfinance 
bank you can’t attend to all of 
them. For instance, if you want 
to tackle the issue of poverty, are 
you going to get everybody on 
the street to come and do busi-
ness with you? Some of them will 
come but they cannot really save 
their money, some of them are 
actually involved with one small 
business or the other. These 
are the ones we call the active 
ones because they are actively 
involved with something so 
these are the ones we target; the 
ones we believe if it’s effectively 
done they will bring their money 
to save in the bank and they will 
also be requiring small loans and 
also employ someone else. They 
also get their businesses better 
structured, better planned and 
maybe need to expand when it 
gets better with time into a lim-
ited liability company.

What’s your take on the clo-
sure by CBN of a number of 
Microfinance Banks during the 
‘economic recession of 2009?                                             
The 2008 global economic melt-
down drew a lot of issues and 
challenges. There was the chal-
lenge of people losing their jobs 
and then looking for something 
to do. Microfinance provided an 
opportunity where they could 
get some money, those people 
that lost their jobs for example 
could start some small scale 
businesses. Each of them can 
also provide jobs for two or 
three other people. There were 
also people that lost their jobs 
in the commercial banks and 
saw microfinance as the natu-
ral alternative. Shortly before 
the meltdown, there was the 
banking consolidation in Nige-
ria. Consolidation reduced the 
number of commercial banks 
in Nigeria from 82 to about 25. 
Many people in the money de-
posit banking space lost their 
jobs in 2006 and 2007 due to 
reorganisation, rightsising and 

Adegbami

Adegoke Adegbami, MD/CEO Mainstreet Bank’s Microfinance Bank, in this interview with Seyi John Salau said that the knowledge 
gap was largely responsible for the failure of a number of Microfinance Banks in the country.  According to him, some operators 
were looking at microfinance as a small commercial bank. He warned that it is very dangerous to use the strict commercial bank 
knowledge and methodology to run a microfinance bank. Adegbami also spoke of the principles that help his bank. Excerpts:

downsising following the bank-
ing consolidation. The next thing 
was for those people to get jobs 
in the emerging microfinance 
space. In a typical Nigerian way, 
many of these people believed 
that microfinance means the 
smaller version of commercial 
bank. They believed the com-
mercial banking knowledge 
they had was enough to run mi-
crofinance business. They were 
wrong. At the regulators level, 
many of the examiners were us-
ing their commercial bank orien-
tation to examine microfinance 
banks. The microfinance market 
operates on a different ideology 
and methodology. It is very dan-
gerous to use the strict commer-
cial bank knowledge and meth-
odology to run a microfinance 
bank. The market is different. 
The people we are dealing with; 
their lifestyle and their needs are 
different from that of an average 
commercial bank customer. For 
instance, there was this belief 
that you can use the microfi-
nance bank license to mobilise 
cheap deposit to either fund 
the micro credit programme or 
other businesses. The truth is 
that Microfinance Bank cannot 
even become self-funding in the 
first two to three years. You are 
dealing with a net deficit section 
of the market and so you must 
get money to bring into that sec-
tion of the market. Therefore, 
the knowledge gap was largely 

responsible for the failure of a 
number of Microfinance Banks. 
People from commercial bank 
background also had this prob-
lem of wanting to keep their 
expensive lifestyle. So they put 
on Microfinance Bank the kind of 
expenses that are unsustainable.                                                                                 
Things have changed today. The 
operators and regulators know 
better now. Even our customers 
now know better. They know 
that microfinance loan is not a 
share of national cake. CBN has 
organised and sponsored certifi-
cation training for operators. For 
you to be in a management role 
a microfinance bank in Nigeria 
now, you must be certified. There 
are also training programmes for 
the non executive directors of 
Microfinance Banks. We must 
also remember that a number 
of Microfinance Banks have 
done well over time, particu-
larly those that took the issue of 
capacity building very seriously. 
Mainstreet Bank Microfinance 
is one of those that have done 
well. Here, we don’t joke with the 
issues of training and planning.

What is the customer base of 
Mainstreet Microfinance Bank 
like as at today?
We have over 80,000. Some of 
them are on loans while some 
merely save their money with us.

Will you really say Main-
street Microfinance Bank is 
playing at the grassroots level?                                                                       

Our customers are broadly di-
vided into two categories. We 
have those in the rural areas and 
those in the semi-urban areas. In 
Lagos, for example, the places 
where we operate are what you 
can call semi-urban. If you look 
at the outskirts of the Island, you 
look at the mainland and also the 
rural areas these are the places 
that are densely populated so we 
are targeting them. Even most 
of our customers who are doing 
business in the major markets on 
the Island are people who reside 
in the outskirt of Lagos, like many 
parts of Ikorodu, Abule Egba, 
Ikotun, Ejigbo and so on.

What are the challenges fac-
ing Microfinance Banks in the 
country presently?
There is the issue of capac-
ity building which is being ad-
dressed by the day. There is the 
issue of funding. Microfinance 
needs stable funding both from 
private commercial and devel-
opment sources. Poor credit 
culture in our society is also a 
major problem. I also think that 
Microfinance in Nigeria is cur-
rently being strictly regulated 
compared with what obtains 
in many East African, South 
African and Asian countries. 
We know that the regulators, 
objective is in response to the 
nature of our own society. But 
we should get to a point were 
some small scale microfinance 

can operate just like the mod-
ern forms of our typical Alajo 
or Esusu system. Those people 
will not need twenty million 
naira to start their businesses, 
particularly in our remote vil-
lages. Their activities would 
be guided by other business 
related parts of our laws, pend-
ing when they will grow to the 
level of strict regulation. At that 
point, they will be compelled to 
list for regulation. Also, lack of 
public infrastructure makes the 
business of microfinance to be 
very expensive. Microfinance is 
naturally expensive because of 
it small loan sizes and the labour 
intensive nature. But Nigerian 
environment is more challeng-
ing because of the absence of 
public utilities.

Is Mainstreet Microfinance 
Bank involved in any corporate 
social responsibility?
We can say we are doing cor-
porate social responsibility. 
Microfinance itself has a social 
aim, so that is why Mainstreet 
Bank MFB is doing Microfi-
nance. But basically what we 
do by way of what you call 
corporate social responsibil-
ity are things like providing 
capacity building opportunities 
for customers, especially the 
group loans customers. Before 
we give them, we educate the 
people, we teach them basic 
skills like book keeping. Let’s as-
sume that you did a business of 
N50,000 and you got N55,000. 
N5,000 is your profit. Profit 
means you have to meet up all 
other expenses like transporta-
tion and the likes. But we have 
also been involved with some 
social activities too in form 
of training our staff and also 
organise some get together 
party for members of staff to 
interact and have fun and also 
network. We give them training 
that are not necessarily needed 
for the job but for their personal 
development. Our leadership 
disposition fuels our passion 
for success and the setting 
up of people and also train-
ing them on wealth creation, 
entrepreneurship mentoring 
and on capacity building while 
creating awareness for young 
entrepreneurs to start their 
own business. We do some 
health awareness campaign in 
our organisation.                                                            

We have also organise retire-
ment training for some of our 
consumer loan customers.  



Margaret Ekpo: Nigeria’s 
pioneering female political icon
SIAKA MOMOH

Margaret Ekpo, unlike 
the likes of Dr Nnamdi 
Azikiwe (‘who know 
book pass bookshop), 
Chief Obafemi Awolo-

wo – legal icon, F.R. A Williams –‘Timi 
the Law’, Dr. Abdul Atta, Ibrahim Dasuki,  
Kingsley Mbadiwe –‘Man of Timber and 
Caterpillar; Moses Majekodunmi - re-
nown medical practitioner,  and a long list 
of others, was not that Nigerian who had 
the  priviledge of  being part of   the highly 
rated professions of  the colonial age. But 
she had that leadership trait in her early 
enough. She had native intelligence. She 
was concerned about the challenges of 
her immediate environment; she keyed 
into it, was focused and fired on with all 
cylinders.

According to historical records, Mar-
garet Ekpo (June 27, 1914 – September 
21, 2006) was a Nigerian women’s rights 
activist and social mobilizer who was a 
pioneering female politician in the coun-
try’s First Republic and a leading member 
of a class of traditional Nigerian women 
activists, many of whom rallied women 
beyond notions of ethnic solidarity. She 
was a grassroots player and nationalist 
politician in the Eastern Nigerian city 
of Aba, in the era of a hierarchical and 
male-dominated movement towards 
independence.

Growing up
Born in Creek Town, Cross River State, 
to the family of Okoroafor Obiasulor and 
Inyang Eyo Aniemewue,  she reached 
standard six of the school leaving cer-
tificate in 1934. The death of her father in 
1934 forced her to put on hold her goals of 
further education in teachers training. She 
then started working as a pupil teacher in 
elementary schools. She married a doctor, 
John Udo Ekpo, in 1938. He was from the 
Ibibio ethnic group who are predominant 
in Akwa Ibom State, while she was of Igbo 
and Efik heritage. She later moved with 
her husband to Aba.

In 1946, Margaret had the opportunity 
to study abroad at what is now Dublin In-
stitute of Technology, Dublin Ireland. She 
earned a diploma in domestic science and 
on her return to Nigeria she established a 
Domestic Science and Sewing Institute 
in Aba.

Politics
According to Wikipedia account, Mar-
garet Ekpo’s first direct participation 
in political ideas and association was in 
1945. Her husband was resentful with 
the colonial administrators’ treatment 
of indigenous Nigerian doctors but as a 
civil servant, he could not attend meet-
ings to discuss the matter. Margaret Ekpo 
then attended meetings in place of her 
husband.  The meetings were organized 
to discuss the discriminatory practices 
of the colonial administration in the city 
and to fight cultural and racial imbal-
ance in administrative promotions. She 
later attended a political rally and was the 

only woman at the rally, which saw fiery 
speeches from Mbonu Ojike, Nnamdi 
Azikiwe and Herbert Macaulay. This lead 
to organizing a Market Women Associa-
tion in Aba to unionize market women in 
the city. She used the association to pro-
mote women solidarity as a platform to 
fight for the economic rights of women, 
economic protections and expansionary 
political rights of women.

Global awareness
Margaret Ekpo’s awareness of growing 
movements for civil rights for women 
around the world prodded her into de-
manding the same for the women in her 
country and to fight the discriminatory 
and oppressive political and civil role colo-
nialism played in the subjugation of wom-
en. She felt that women abroad including 
those in Britain were already fighting for 
civil rights and had more voice in political 
and civil matters than their counterparts 
in Nigeria.

She later joined the decolonization-
leading National Council of Nigeria and 
the Cameroons (NGNC), as a platform 
to represent a marginalized group. In the 
1950s, she also teamed up with Funmi-
layo Ransome-Kuti to protest killings 
at an Enugu coal mine; the victims were 
leaders protesting colonial practices at 
the mine. In 1953, Ekpo was nominated 
by the NGNC to the regional House of 
Chiefs, and in 1954 she established the 
Aba Township Women’s Association. As 
leader of the new market group, she was 
able to garner the trust of a large number 
of women in the township and turn it into a 
political pressure group. By 1955, women 
in Aba had outnumbered men voters in a 
citywide election.

 In the Eastern Regional House of As-
sembly
She won a seat to the Eastern Regional 
House of Assembly in 1961, a position 
that allowed her to fight for issues affect-
ing women at the time. In particular, there 
were issues on the progress of women 
in economic and political matters, espe-
cially in the areas of transportation around 

-After World War II, there was a general 
scarcity of salt.

-With this, Margaret went round the 
shops and deposited money for all avail-
able bags of salt, giving her control of its 
sales.

-She ordered that any woman who was 
not a member of the association should 
not be sold to. With no choice, all the men 
released their women to register.

* Aware that the movements for civil 
rights for women around the world were 
growing, Margaret intensified her de-
mand of the same for the women in her 
country.

* She fought the discriminatory and op-
pressive political and civil role colonialism 
played in the suppression of women.

* She later joined the decolonization-
leading National Council of Nigeria and 
the Cameroons (NGNC), as a platform 
to represent a marginalized group.

* As leader of the new market group, 
she turned it into a political pressure 
group.

* By 1955, women in Aba had outnum-
bered men voters in a city wide election.

* In 1961, she won a seat at the Eastern 
Regional House of Assembly, a position 
that allowed her to fight for economic and 
political issues affecting women.

major roads leading to markets and rural 
transportation in general.

With the demise of First Republic, 
courtesy of the military, she took a less 
prominent approach to politics. In 2001, 
Calabar Airport was named after her. She 
died in September 2006 at 92.

Highpoints of Margaret Ekpo’s life
* Beyond ethnicity, Margaret gathered 

women and encouraged them to protect 
their interests by taking part in the politi-
cal advancement of the nation.

* In an era of a male-dominated move-
ment towards independence, she played 
major roles as a grassroots and national-
ist politician in the eastern Nigerian city 
of Aba.

* Margaret encouraged the participa-
tion of the women folk in Aba as she was 
the only woman at political meetings 
organised to discuss the discriminatory 
practices of the colonial administration 
and to fight cultural and racial imbalance 
in administrative promotions.

* She wanted more women to become 
members of the Aba Market Women 
Association, so that she could pass on 
information from her meetings to them, 
but their husbands would not let them. But 
‘Salt Allocation Strategy’ gave her victory:

NewsmakersOfYesteryears

Margaret Ekpo

She felt that 
women abroad 
including those 
in Britain were 

already fighting 
for civil rights and 
had more voice in 
political and civil 

matters than their 
counterparts in 

Nigeria
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Chief, congratula-
tions on your 80th 
birthday anniver-
s a r y  w h i c h  y o u 
marked last No -

vember. Now, what does it 
mean for one to be 80 in a coun-
try with life expectancy 50 and 
52 years?
What happens is that if you are 
lucky and by God’s grace you 
come from a regulated family, 
especially discipline on your fa-
ther’s side but love, charity and 
compassion on your mother’s 
side; so you’ll be able to grow 
up with some clarity of mind and 
with some discipline behaviour. 
We find that in those days our 
parents had good feeding habits 
that were not the synthetic one 
we are having now.

Then two, way going above 
80 years as life expectancy is 
about 52 in Nigeria, anybody 
who goes above that and gets 
even the God-given year of 70 
is lucky, and if you are lucky, you 
can’t even take your luck for 
granted because it is not some-
thing that is prescribed by you 
but by your Creator.

So, that is the situation. I 
know for instance that most of 
my own peers that we grew up 
together at elementary school 
and the secondary school and 
university are dead; only just a 
few of us are still living at the age 
of 75 and above.

And only very few have at-
tained 85, and only very, very 
few minority have attained 90. 
You can count them on your 
finger tips. But when we, like in 
Nigeria now, exist in terrible situ-
ation where life is brutish; life is 
short, some people prefer cattle 
life to human life. When there is 
total disdain for law and order; in 
a situation like that, you find that 
we have to exert our efforts to 
ensure that whatever happens 
now is not necessarily for our-
selves because if you live now to 
be 81, 85, or 90, what have you 
gained what happens to your 
own offspring, their children and 
their grand children? So, those 
are the things that are of very 
serious concern right now.

And Nigeria is a nation, if 
properly managed, could be 
setting higher standards, not just 
for Nigerians but for West Africa 
and Africa, and for the Black race 
as a whole because Nigeria is the 
most populated black race in the 

Without restructuring Nigeria, there will be no 2019 election – Guy Ikokwu
At 80, Guy Ikokwu, a Second Republic politician, and member of the Southern Leaders’ Forum (SLF), remains his cerebral self. He has 
a heavy burden for Nigeria and laments the continued stunted growth of the country that became Independent in 1960. Comparing 
Nigeria with Singapore and China, the Biafran war hero said the two countries moved from third world status to first class nations on 
the back of sheer determination of their leaders, whereas the most populous black race has remained a shadow of itself several years 
after emancipation from colonial control. In this exclusive interview with ZEBULON AGOMUO, Editor, Ikokwu insists that Nigeria cannot 
achieve the desired success unless it is restructured, saying that the 2019 general election will not hold without having that done. He 
also warns that time is running out on Nigeria. Excerpts:
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whole world.

There is this phrase many peo-
ple use in Nigeria ‘Good old 
days’, what will it take Nigeria 
to return to good days?

What it would take is integ-
rity, discipline, education, high 
level education when you couple 
high level education. When I say 
education, not just ordinary edu-
cation, but also technical educa-
tion with discipline and integrity 
you achieve a lot.

And today, the education that 
is technical is digital, not the oth-
er type called analogue. So, they 
do compare it today- those who 
are analogue and those who are 
digital. That is the situation. Our 
children today are more digital 
than their parents; it shows that 
there is a transformation in the 
brain. If we don’t take advantage 
of it, our children will degenerate. 
Not just to analogue but to such 
a despondency they would just 
be wiped out by others, there is 
a law of nature which is called 
survival of the fittest? So if you 
are not fit, you won’t survive; 
you’re wiped out. You know that 
virtually the whole world is mi-
grant; there’s no country you go 
to and the people there tell you 
they have been there for one mil-
lion years; they have been there 
for two hundred years, or three 
hundred years or four hundred 
years, but their population now 
is not what it was four hundred 
years ago.

And the same thing also hap-
pened to Nigeria and so many 
Nigerians don’t know it. So, we 
have to work very, very hard, and 
the new generation must have 
to work very, very hard, not for 
themselves but for the future of 
the country and their children.

You played politics in the Sec-
ond Republic; how would you 
compare the kind of politics that 
was played then with what is 
happening now?
The politics we played those days 
was the politics of emancipation, 
to release our people from colo-
nial dominance, for freedom. So, 
we did it in our student days in 
Nigeria, but particularly outside 
Nigeria – in Britain, in Europe, not 
even in America. Well, to some 
extent in America, because when 
our people went to America they 
then saw that black people were 
being persecuted in America.

So on coming home you find 
that our forefathers were then 
able to emancipate the country 
from those who were colonising 
us. They challenged them, most 
of them at very tender ages to 
become leaders. They were not 
as corrupt as we have today; 
they had more integrity than 
what we have today. Nigerian 
situation has come as a result of 

challenges which we have within 
and which we ourselves could 
not override, that has been the 
problem so, if you take the last 
55 years - the deterioration in 
Nigeria was caused by the mili-
tary, absolutely by the military; 
and the military boys who did 
what they did even from 1966 
did so because of challenges 
from outside.

They were using weapons and guns 
for the first time, and they were trained 
by those in Sandhurst in Britain, in Amer-
ica and in other countries who know 
the tactics how to use weapon. These 
weapons are mass equipment, not just to 
shoot one person; by the time you throw 
a bomb, more than a hundred people die 
at once. So, those were the challenges. 
It was a short-cut to power. But then, 
when you had that kind of short-cut and 
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you’re influenced by the outsiders who 
want, not a democratic civilian system, 
but an autocratic military system so that 
they can talk to just one person and get 
their result, that was what happened. 
So, if you take all the military rulers 
that have ruled in Nigeria in the last 
57 years, it was just a military com-
mand system. In the military, one man 
at the top says something and others 
must follow. So it’s a command and 
control system. And when you check 
all of them, you find out that they 
did not promote necessary culture 
of democracy, of good governance, 
of challenges that could make our 
country better than others outside our 
country until things have degenerated 
so much that the ordinary man can no 
longer bear it; that is the challenge 
we have today. So, in the last 50 years 
Nigeria has spent over or almost five 
hundred ($500billion) for nothing. 
Five hundred billion dollars went down 
the drain. We were emancipated at the 
same time as Singapore, but Singapore 
had a very disciplined, altruistic leader, 
Lee Kuan Yew, with whom we were 
students together in Britain. I was in 
London, he was in Oxford. We gradu-
ated about the same time.

But he now went home with ab-
solute discipline and he was a Singa-
porean of Chinese extraction. The 
other Malaysians were not Chinese, 
so they were to have a federation 
which others didn’t want, they told 
the Singaporeans that didn’t want 
them to go. So, they went. Lee Kuan 
Yew moved Singapore from a third 
class nation to a first class nation in 
how many years. Mao Tse-tung moved 
China from a third class, squalid na-
tion to a first class nation. Today, with 
the population that they have more 
than one-and-half billion, the most 
populated country on earth, yet Tse-
tung too gave them discipline, gave 
them education. The Chinese were to 
study and learn, and that’s why they 
are where they are today.

They have the market because of 
their population. They have strong 
leadership even of the military kind, 
but that was a different kind of military 
rule from what we have today. So, Ni-
geria also is a country with the same 
sort of character as Chinese. We have 
the population, we have leaders who, 
if given the opportunity certainly will 
translate our own system into some-
thing better than what it is now. Some 
people say ‘it is too late, they are just 
crying over spilled milk, it is too late’, 
but a few of us say it is not too late. 
If you take an Almajiri boy in Kano or 
Sokoto who has no parent, a beggar 
and without education, and put him 
into a very serious educational start, 
you will be surprised that in the next 
ten years, you may get one or two of 
those boys who will be very, very sci-
entific and will be able to manufacture 
nuclear weapons.

So, education is not something that 
you just classify as tribe or ethnicity, 
no. it is a question of emancipation of 
your mental capacities. In Nigeria we 
have ethnic groups that have those 

challenges that are really will-
ing to move their people. I tell 
you for example – see what 
free education did in the West. 
Awolowo introduced it. They 
didn’t have the money, but he 
said ‘let’s have fee education, 
don’t pay’. Some of the schools 
were under trees, some of them 
were under ramshackle build-
ings, even in Lagos you can see 
the old schools, but you have 
teachers who were motivated 
to teach the children; whether 
the children pay or they don’t 
pay. So, out of a hundred of such 
children who went through a 
free education in the west, to-
day you can count out of 100, 
55 of them who have first class 
brains, and who have done well. 
So, these are challenges which 
we must take up, not just for 
ourselves but for the future, 
and this will certainly make our 
nation better and greater.

You are a member of the South-
ern Leaders’ Forum (SLF); 
what does the group aim to 
achieve?
Yes, today we have got the 
southern leaders’ forum and 
that is a challenge we have 
taken for the past two years to 
ensure that the best of Yoru-
bas team up with the best of 
Ijaws in the South-South, and 
the Akwa Ibomites team up 
w i t h  Ea s t e r n e r s ,  t h e  Ig b o s , 
that the  level of education in 
the south, when they unite and 
leave all those old-aged preju-
dices which they have, we can 
transform this country, and so far 
with what we did last year having 
strengthened the south, we have 
now moved to the Middle Belt. 
So, we are changing the history 
of Nigeria. The civil war was the 
South East versus the rest of the 
country. You had the Yorubas 
fighting the Igbos during the war; 
Obasanjo was a general, a Yoru-
ba, and took over the 3rd Marine 

Commando from Adekunle, you 
had the Tivs, the Middle Beltans 
joining first division of the Nige-
rian Army, and so on, where you 
have even Buhari and all these 
people as commanders. And then 
you had the Ijaws fighting the Ig-
bos. So, with all these, they have 
seen that having conquered they 
have moved down instead of up. 
When you conquer, you are sup-
posed to move up, but they are 
moving down. There’s nothing 
they can enjoy as conquerors. 
So, that’s the problem today. 
Now, everyone says, no, no, no,  
we have to look for better ways, 
and that is what we are doing 
right now; we are galvanising; 
we are making headways. Let 
me tell you, it was the Yorubas 
that made Buhari president; 
many people forget this. Buhari 
was not the popular candidate of 
the North in 2018. Their national 
convention, where the APC held 
its presidential primaries, took 
place at Teslim Balogun, a very 
stone throw from here (where 
his office is located).

Buhari only got only one-third 
of the votes from the north; Atiku 
also got one third of the votes 
from the north; Kwankwaso got 
only one-third of votes from the 
north, then Okorocha also got 
the same block votes from the 
South East.

So, across the North and 
South East, Buhari only got 25 
percent; Atiku got 25 percent; 
Kwankwaso got 25 percent and 
Okorocha also got 25 percent. 
So, there was no clear leader or 
winner. But the Yorubas- Tinubu 
took the block votes of the South 
West and of Edo State together, 
1,200 (one thousand two hun-
dred) votes and gave to one 
person.

So, it was a synergy between 
the South West and a fraction 
of the North, but the Yorubas, 
the South West, have seen that 
they have been prejudiced; they 

got nothing, contrary to their 
expectations. In fact, the person 
they put as vice president does 
more work than the president. 
What Osinbajo does in three 
weeks, the president can’t do in 
six months, and then it has be-
come clear to the whole country 
and it has also become clear to 
the president’s wife.

So, Buhari has some good 
theories but he can’t put them 
into practice and that is the bane. 
Not in a country like Nigeria now 
you come and say one Naira will 
be one dollar, just propaganda 
to win election and now instead 
of making one naira to exchange 
for one dollar, it is now five hun-
dred naira to one dollar, and you 
think people are stupid or that 
they are idiots; they can’t see the 
rate of inflation, the recession; it 
takes you six months to appoint 
ministers and the whole country 
is grounded, and then you make 
statements that infuriate peo-
ple, and you forget that there is 
a constitution which says you 
should not discriminate and you 
start telling them that those who 
gave you only 5 percent votes 
cannot get more than 5 percent 
of equity.

What kind of talk is that? So, 
we are trying to mend the pre-

sent coloration of Nigeria which 
is bad and by God’s grace, it will 
happen. Nigeria will move for-
ward to a better future.

What we are saying is that it is 
for everybody not only for Igbos; 
Igbos have what they can do and 
they should be encouraged to do 
that; Yorubas have what they can 
do and should be encouraged. 
The Ijaws in the South-South 
have what to do and they should 
be encouraged to do that; the 
Middle Beltans have what to do 
and they should be encouraged 
to do that; the far north- the north 
east and the north west, they all 
have what to do and should be 
encouraged to do that. The war 
of insurgency in the north is in 
the North East not in the North 
West. The people there are not 
Fulanis, they are the Kanuris. 
There has been an age-long strug-
gle between the Kanuris and the 
Fulanis. But the Kanuris have 
very, very poor education; very, 
very poor infrastructure and 
they are asking questions. And 
the moment you show them 
that by applying the right policies 
they can rise up, it will be better 
for the whole country. If Nigeria 
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moves forward, it will make Lake Chad 
profitable; you can now have fish in Lake 
Chad, which you don’t have now; you can 
now have a lot of food in the North East 
which you don’t have now; the Middle Belt 
becomes the food basket of Nigeria; you 
will start having groundnut pyramids again 
in the North West. These are the things 
that should be done with courage, with 
sanity, with dignity and some measure of 
integrity. We know how to rule; corruption 
you can’t eliminate but if you have a better 
system, people should do less of corrup-
tion and try and do something that is more 
justifiable. You are paying people N18,000 
(eighteen thousand naira) and you can’t 
even pay them; you are owing them for six 
months, nine months, and you are talking 
of corruption. You are turning them into 
criminals. If I have eight staff, and I am not 
able to pay them twenty five thousand 
(N25,000), I will reduce the staff and pay 
those who remain N20,000; N30,000, 
N40,000. So, Nigeria is not producing, we 
are consuming. We have to change that 
pattern across board, not just one people, 
but across board. You find that there are 
people in the North, in the East, South and 
West who perceptively have seen that 
there lies a better future for the country. 
It is not question of ethnicity and it is not a 
question of religion.

Chief, the issue of insecurity is a serious 
concern to many Nigerians. There are 
killings by herdsmen across the country; 
kidnappings, and there is the allegation 
that the President has not handled the 
security issues rightly. Last Monday, he 
met with security chiefs; what are your 
fears about the worsening security situ-
ation in the country?
You see they are all interrelated; like I told 
you if you don’t give people a living wage 
and you are turning them into criminals. 
If you have multi-million people who 
are unemployed; you want them just to 
be beggars; begging from whom? And 
the people they are begging from don’t 
even have the resources to give, you 

are turning them to criminal elements; 
then some of them go into cultism and 
they find that they make more money 
in cultism, in criminality, in kidnapping, 
where you have to pay ransom. They 
don’t kidnap poor people; they kidnap 
people who are in a position to pay the 
ransom. It becomes an economic matter. 
The herdsmen who take their cattle and 
go pillaging farms; obviously, it is an eco-
nomic problem. So, we have to change 
the system a lot; that’s why we talk about 
restructuring. Restructuring means re-
engineering a lot of things. You build up 
capacities; you deregulate the police, 
from centralised national police to com-
munity police. Like we have vigilantes in 
most villages now; they are made up of 
people from that locality and they know 
who is a foreigner just coming in there. 
That’s what we mean by community po-
lice. So, if you go to Britain, America, etc, 
in any street, any face that comes in the 
police know and they come and ask you, 
‘you just came in today; where do you 
work; where do you live?’ So, these are 
things, when you devolve powers from 
the centre down to the federating units 
and to the states then you are giving the 
states more responsibilities, and when 
you give them more responsibilities, you 
give them also the capacities to carry out 
those responsibilities. And when they 
have the capacities to carry out those re-
sponsibilities you find out that the Gross 
Domestic Products (GDP) will rise, more 
people will be employed, more teach-
ers will be at the schools, more medical 
facilities, more health centres, it goes 
right down the line. Therefore, we have 
proposed that over-centralisation of the 
Federal Government is an unholy system; 
it is anathema to federalism. So when we 
gained Independence, the Federal Gov-
ernment never had such powers; so the 
military now continued encroaching and 
encroaching until the Federal Govern-
ment now has in the 1999 Constitution 
68 items of centralisation of power. So, 
it is no longer a Federal Government, it is 
a unitary government. So what we have 
now is unitary federalism. I wrote a paper 

on it. Unitary federalism is an absurdity. 
It’s an aberration. So what will happen is 
that the states and the federating units 
will have more powers than the centre. 
The centre will only have about eleven 
items of responsibility. So you give them 
resources only for those eleven items, 
not for 68 items. When you do that the 
Presidency will no longer be a do-or-die 
affair. So, when Obasanjo came two 
months ago and said the Easterners- the 
Igbos- should be given the presidency of 
Nigeria, immediately we challenged him 
the next day. We said to him, listen, presi-
dency of Nigeria is not a priority for Igbos. 
The priority for Igbos today, tomorrow, 
next week is restructuring, and restruc-
turing as I have stated means devolution 
of powers back to the regions, or zones 
or federating units. When you do that we 
know how to govern our own people. We 
won’t have these kinds of local govern-
ments that go and collect money at the 
centre. It is not a federal system; local 
government belongs to the state; to the 
zones, not to the federal. So, these are the 
changes we are talking about. It is a mat-
ter that has come and will be implement-
ed. I can tell you that in the next three 
months this year, without it there will 
be no election in Nigeria; let’s say it loud 
and clear. Without restructuring Nigeria, 
there will be no election and no election 
under the old or present system of unitary 
federalism. This is because what has been 
happening will happen again. Let me say 
it quite clear, if you tell the Yorubas or the 
Igbos to pick somebody for presidency, 
that president will be voted by the whole 
Nigeria, and you can be sure that if you 
are going by today’s anomaly and system 
of governance, those who are going to 
vote from the rest of Nigerians will not 
pick the best Igbo man to be president; 
they will not also pick the best of Yoruba 
man to be president; they won’t pick the 
best Tiv man to be president and they 
will not pick the best Ijaw person to be 
president. You see, Goodluck Jonathan 
was not the best material to be chosen 
but he was Obasanjo’s boy; Obasanjo 
put him there. That was the system of 

governance at that time, and all we are 
saying now is that they should go and rest- 
analogue people who have misdirected 
this nation. Let us do the best for Nigeria. 
When it comes to choosing a governor in 
the west it should be the best man. When 
it comes to choosing a legislator from the 
East, it should be the best man who has 
the capacity to deliver because time is 
running out on Nigeria. Those who say it 
is not are foolhardy; they are deceiving, 
not just themselves, they are deceiving 
the whole nation. We don’t have time to 
restructure this country, and if we do not 
restructure this country this year 2018; 
if the National Assembly (Senate and 
the House of Representatives) does not 
devolve all the necessary powers, amend-
ing the constitution before Easter, to the 
zones and to the states… 

But Easter is a few days from now?
Yes, they only need one meeting in 

Abuja to do so and the Deputy Senate 
President, Ike Ekweremadu, a lawyer, 
knows what he is doing. He is an asset to 
change the order of governance; once 
that is done, then we go and look after 
our zones and our areas. Once we do 
that, Nigeria’s economy will start grow-
ing at least 5percent and in four years 
we grow at 8 percent; in 10 years we 
grow at 12 percent just like China and 
Singapore. Today, we are not growing; 
the World Bank and the IMF say that our 
economy is growing at 0.8percent; what 
is 0.8percent? And then we are borrow-
ing money from abroad in order to run 
our governance; what kind of nonsense 
is that! There are lots of things that an-
noy people. Well-informed Nigerians 
know that 1+1 is 2 but you have people 
in government telling you that 1+1 is 11, 
and they say ‘take it’; take what? When 
you question them they say you are out 
of your mind. My children are not out of 
their mind. Today, tell them 1+1, they will 
tell you ‘Sir, it’s 2’; but when you start tell-
ing them ‘shut up, 1+1 is 11’, they begin to 
say what type of word is this? Nigerians 
won’t be frustrated again; we must rise 
up; we must move.

Continued from  page 21
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One of the major 
economic issues for 
discourse in Nigeria 
today is diversifica-
tion which seeks 

to refocus the economy towards 
non-oil sectors such as agriculture 
and manufacturing, frequently 
referred to as low hanging fruits.

The originators and promot-
ers of diversification have not in 
any way recognized the central-
ity of the mortgage or real es-
tate, which is the fulcrum around 
which the mortgage system re-
volves. This can only be surprising 
and thought-provoking in a coun-
try that seems to be groping in the 
dark for solution to its economic 
problems.

In advanced economies, the 
mortgage industry makes sig-
nificant contribution to economic 
development. In Nigeria, this is not 
the case because no consideration 
is given to its potential. This lack of 
consideration accounts for why 
mortgage finance as a percent-
age of Gross Domestic Product 
(GDP), till date, remains as low at 
0.5 percent, leaving it several steps 
behind other emerging markets 
such as Mexico, Malaysia and 
South Africa where mortgage 
contributions to GDP are as high 
as 10 percent, 25 percent and 29 
percent respectively.

 There is no-gain-saying that 

Talking Mortgage
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CHUKA UROKOmortgage has all the potential to 

contribute to the growth of the 
economy, but for it to do that, all 
the obstacles to its own growth 
have to be tackled. The relative 
‘newness’ of the industry, lack of 
understanding of its dynamics and 
operational models by many Ni-
gerians, and poor appreciation of 
the need and the ultimate benefit 
of keeping money in a mortgage 
bank are some of the militating 
factors.

Experts are of the view that 
a flourishing mortgage banking 
industry is an effective tool in the 
hands of the government as the 
industry will help in regulating the 
economy in the desired direction.

 But the Federal Government, 
in all the things that are being 
said about diversification of the 
economy to steer it away from the 
current challenges, doesn’t seem 
to pay attention to the mortgage 
sector. If government really wants 
to stimulate the economy, a reduc-
tion in the interest rate will be a 
master stroke as, all things being 
equal, more people will embrace 
mortgage loan to buy houses, lead-
ing to increased activities in the 
construction sector.

 Because of the identified ob-
stacles, many primary mortgage 
banks (PMBs) are going through 
very difficult times, such that some 
are still unable to meet up with 

the capital requirements in the 
industry. 

“If government pays a closer at-
tention to the PMBs by removing 
some of the obstacles that they 
have such as the drawbacks of the 
Land Use Act of 1978 which essen-
tially vests land ownership in the 
hands of the state governors; the 
right to easily foreclose on delin-
quent borrowers, ease of creating 
a legal mortgage and perfecting 
titles and the ease of falling back on 
their collateral to recover bad loan 
etc, this sector will surely improve 
tremendously”, a mortgage opera-
tor observed recently.

 The operator who did not want 
to be named, insisted that until all 
these issues are resolved in a way 
that encourages the provider of 
capital, in this case the mortgage 
bank, the sector will not grow as 
desired and he hopes that when 
these obstacles are removed, the 
supplier of mortgage will allocate 
more funds towards the provision 
of home loans while home buyers 
will better appreciate the implica-
tion of prompt interest and capital 
repayments as well as ensure dis-
cipline on the part of the people.

 Okika Ekwem, a US-based real-
tor, affirms that the poor capital 
base of the PMBs is inadequate. 
He however, dismissed the idea 
of a fixed capital base for mort-
gage institutions. “Saying that a 

mortgage institution should have 
a fixed base of, say N10 billion, is 
wrong because that amount is too 
meager; even N100 billion is also 
meager given the kind of projects 
they are to finance.

“The federal government needs 
to come in, look at what is hap-
pening in other civilized world and 
copy. These days, copying is no lon-
ger an act of deception but actually 
something that is done even in the 
civilized world”, he said.

 In the civilized world, according 
to him, there is secondary market 
for real estate financing where 
commercial banks or individual 
brokerage banks lend money to 
people and thereafter sell the secu-
ritized certificate to the secondary 
market and come back again to 
lend to individuals.

 Given the size of Nigeria as a 
mortgage market, the growth 
of this industry is possible if the 
Federal Mortgage Bank of Nigeria 
(FMBN) plays the role of a regula-
tor while the federal government, 
through the Central Bank of Nige-
ria (CBN), empowers the PMBs 

more.
 Arguably, the Nigerian mort-

gage industry needs more well 
established and well funded PMBs. 
Meckson Innocent Okoro, an es-
tate manager, explains that this is 
to discourage the concentration of 
these institutions only in urban cen-
tres. “When the number of PMBs is 
increased to say five in each state, 
access to housing finance will also 
be increased.

“The PMBs must be positioned 
to champion the whole issue of af-
fordable or social housing for the 
low income earners in the country. 
Anything the country wants to do 
without a functional mortgage 
system that can guarantee home-
ownership for a good number 
of people will not succeed”, he 
reasoned.

Continuing, he said: “we are 
talking about housing which is 
capital intensive and so must have 
capable institutions to finance it; in-
creased homeownership will, one 
way or another, contribute to the 
country’s GDP which translates to 
economic growth”.

Mortgage, diversification 
and economic growth

LG Electronics receives over 90 
awards at CES 2018

LG Electronics was hon-
oured with more than 90 
awards at CES 2018 led 
by the Official CES Best 

TV Product Award for the fourth 
consecutive year. This time for the 
new LG AI OLED TV, model C8.

LG also earned numerous best-
of-show honours for the LG In-
staView ThinQ™ Refrigerator 
and LG 4K UHD Projector and 
received top accolades from En-
gadget, The Verge, Digital Trends, 
Mashable, SlashGear, TechRadar, 
Pocket-lint, T3, Stuff Magazine 
and others in addition to 19 CES 
Innovation Awards from the Con-
sumer Technology Association 
including the Best of Innovation 
Award for the LG 4K UHD Projec-
tor across home appliance, home 
entertainment and mobile com-
munications categories.

LG’s 2018 innovations unveiled 
at CES include home appliances 

and home entertainment prod-
ucts with LG ThinQ AI includ-
ing the first televisions with the 
Google Assistant built-in, most 
notably the LG SIGNATURE AI 
OLED TV W8 featuring ThinQ 
which won more than 10 awards 
at CES.

The LG InstaView ThinQ Re-
frigerator followed in award wins, 
offering a streamlined food man-
agement system through LG’s 
webOS platform and Amazon Al-
exa integration that makes shop-
ping for groceries, playing music, 
checking the weather, managing 
your calendar and more, simple.

LG also debuted the revolu-
tionary new , Alpha 9 intelligent 
processor that further enhances 
performance of its flagship LG 
AI OLED TVs and revealed the 
outstanding LG V30 smartphone 
in a brilliant new Raspberry Rose 
color.

L-R: Mohammed Kari, commissioner for Insurance, in a handshake with Rt. Hon. Yakubu Dogara, speaker, House of Representa-
tives, after a meeting in the Speaker’s office at National Assembly complex to discuss the way forward for the Nigerian insurance 
sector, Friday.
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Matters can be de-
fined as unfavour-
able situations, cir-
cumstances that 

have happened in our lives at 
one time or the other that left us 
crippled, deformed and embit-
tered, which consequently have 
stopped our progress in life. This 
definition is according to “LIFE” 
not according to the laws of 
physics or by the dictionary.

I have heard a man of God say 
that “behind every glory there 
is a story”. I truly believe in that 
story. We all have stories, and 
these stories usually are not 
palatable, some we don’t even 
want to remember. Some are so 
disgusting and repulsive that we 
carry the shame all around even 
though no one knows or sees it.

The remembrance of them in-
capacitates us. We seem to stop 
in our track at the remembrance 
of them and it takes steam out 
of our sail. Beloved, you are not 
the only one in this situation. 
The Scripture says that “Know-
ing that the same afflictions are 

It does not matter
accomplished in your brethren 
that are in the world...” it is not 
peculiar to you alone. We miss it 
big time when the enemy corners 
us and makes us to believe his 
lies in that aspect. The reason 
why it may look like that to you 
is because others seem to be 
making so much progress that 
it looks like they have never 
encountered challenges or had 
shameful experiences in their 
lives before.

What you do not know is 
that they have probably been 
in worse places and even have 
more certifications in worse 
things than you, but yet have 
moved on in spite of all that had 
happened in their lives. That is 
the Truth. That you were raped, 
that you were duped, maligned 
or failed in business are not prove 
enough that you should stop the 
pursuit of what God has laid in 
your heart. What had happened 
do not matter. They only matter 
when you give thought to them 
and relive them or you make 
them the matter of your life. 
In God there is always a new 
beginning that makes the past 
to become irrelevant. There is 
freshness and grace for a new 
beginning all the time. That you 
lost time does not mean you are 
out of time. Life and its system 
would have you believe you are 
only entitled to one opportunity 
in a lifetime. Nothing can be fur-

ther from the truth. If you follow 
life you miss out.

The design of God for life 
before it got corrupted was 
abundance and reproduction of 
opportunities. Scriptures says 
“God, our father daily loads us 
with benefits, with opportuni-
ties”, not yearly or quarterly but 
daily. They are so numerous that 
we can never run out of them 
except we discard them. 

If some of us were David that 
committed adultery, murdered 
the husband and even touched 
the anointed of God, we would 
have died of shame or commit 
suicide. Men like David were 
men that knew how to ditch 
what does not matter and pursue 
what matters most. They pursue 
the mercy and favor of God when 
they are at their wits end. They 
recognise the frailty of man in his 
weakest moment and also have 
unflinching confidence in the 
love that God has towards them 
to accept them back when they 
miss it. They do not relish in sin 
but recognize the power of God 
to take them from the miry clay 
of failure, disappointment and 
discouragement and put them 
on the hard soil of mercy. They 
press on nonetheless.

 For you to succeed against 
all the odds and events of your 
life, you must always remember 
that “it is human to err, and it is 
divine to forgive”. So I say to you 

categorically that your matters 
do not matter, they only matter 
when you make them the mat-
ter of your life. The question 
at the back of your mind is to 
know whether God truly sup-
ports that it does not matter. It 
is a resounding YES. 1John 1:9 
says “if we confess our sins, He 
is faithful and just to forgive 
us our sins and to cleanse us 
from every unrighteousness”. 
Isaiah 1:18 corroborates this 
matter “Come, let’s talk this 
over, says the Lord; no matter 
how deep the stain of your sins, 
I can take it out and make you 
as clean as freshly fallen snow. 
Even if you are stained as red as 
crimson, I can make you white 
as wool!”(TLB). God’s mind 
concerning this matter is forever 
settled.

Satan our accuser does not 
have any bible that we can read 
from, but this he has to say. “I can 
do nothing against any child of 
God that has asked for forgive-
ness, because the blood that 
flows from the cross cleanses 
them from every unrighteous-
ness. But I can condemn them 
as long as they do not know the 
purpose of the cross”.

So beloved, lift up your holy 
hands, rejoice and be glad for old 
things are passed away, behold, 
all things are become new.

Remain blessed as you cel-
ebrate God in your matter.

Finance Ministry names successful YouWin participants

The Federal Ministry of 
Finance has released 
names of successful 
Nigerians who scaled 

through the first phase of the 
2017 batch of the YouWin! Con-
nect programme.

The first phase, an online ca-
pacity building training that end-
ed in January 2018,

required participants taking 
as much as six online business-
related courses.

According to a press state-
ment released in the early hours 
of Thursday, 5,000 participants 
were selected. The success-
ful candidates are expected to 
go through the second phase, 
which is a “sector-specific train-
ing aimed at enhancing their 
business and personal skills”, as 
well as sharpening participants’ 
“ability to seek funding from de-
velopment finance institutions 
(DFIs), increase their chances 
of succeeding as individual busi-
ness owners,” YouWin! Connect 
explains further via its official 
Twitter handle.

More so, the statement said: 
“The second phase of Capacity 
Building will take place in 25 loca-
tions across the six geo-political 
zones and will last for three days. 
The training will be facilitated by 
reputable programme partners 
specialised in developing small 
and medium businesses (SMEs).”

It states further that successful 
candidates have been notified 
via email.

YouWin is the Federal Govern-
ment’s enterprise development 
initiative initially introduced by 
the immediate past administra-
tion of former President Good-
luck Jonathan aimed at support-
ing young entrepreneurs to plan, 
start and grow their business, 
thereby creating employment.

After coming to power in 2015, 
the Buhari administration agreed 
to fund the initiative further and 
afterwards gave it a multimedia 
coloration and renamed it “You-
Win! Connect”.

When contacted, one of the 
successful candidates, a male, 
who resides in Port Harcourt and 
would rather remain anonymous 
confirmed that he has been noti-
fied through email and a text 

message.
“Yes, it is true. I have been noti-

fied as a successful participant 

Innocent Iwara, Port Harcourt through email and text mes-
sage. I am told to take a survey 
exercise included in the notifying 

email, which will enable them 
assign me a training location 
nearest to me,” he said.

Timothy Arowoogun, group head, public sector west, First Bank of Nigeria Limited (middle) presenting FirstBank’s 
cheque to His Excellency, the Executive Governor of Ondo State, Arakunrin Rotimi Akeredolu, SAN, (3rd left), flanked 
by Executives of the Ondo State Government during the formal presentation of FirstBank’s N20,000,000 cheque 
to the Governor of Ondo State to support the Ondo State Home Grown School feeding Programme…recently.
 

Gulfstream G500 Jet 
launches in Nigeria
cHInwe aGBeZe

The all-new Gulfstream 
G500 business jet made its 
Nigerian debut this week, 
with Gulfstream Aero-

space Corporation’s senior execu-
tives visiting Nigeria to give current 
and potential customers an op-
portunity to experience firsthand 
the new aircraft’s cutting-edge 
technology, unparalleled comfort 
and superior craftsmanship.

The Gulfstream G500 business 
jet was on display for private view-
ing at the ExecuJet Terminal of the 
Murtala Muhammed International 
Airport in Lagos on February 16 
and 17.

At a networking event attended 
by senior leaders from diverse 
sectors of the Nigerian economy, 
Commercial Counsellor Brent 
Omdahl reaffirmed the strong 
economic ties between the United 
States and Nigeria.

“The U.S. Foreign Commercial 
Service continues to facilitate long 
term business relationships be-
tween companies from the United 
States and Nigeria. We are excited 
to welcome this stellar group from 
the Gulfstream Aerospace Cor-
poration to share their experience 
and expertise with Nigerian busi-
ness executives,” Omdahl said.   

Private aviation is a growing in-
dustry in Nigeria, which is home to 
more than 20 Gulfstream business 
aircraft, most of them large-cabin, 
long-range jets capable of connect-
ing companies and business own-
ers with their corporate interests 
around the globe.  
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NAFDAC’S crackdown on fake drug hawkers

 Baje is Nigerian first Food 
Technologist in the media

The recent policy thrust 
of the National Direc-
torate of Food and 
Drugs Administration 
and Control (NAF-

DAC) to reduce to its barest 
minimum the hawking of unau-
thorized drugs sold in major car 
parks, inside commercial buses 
and along the streets of urban 
centres is both auspicious and 
welcome. That they constitute 
serious health hazards to the un-
suspecting consumers is stating 
the obvious.

According to the current Di-
rector-General of the award-win-
ning and impact making Agency, 
Mrs. Christianah Adeyeye these 
unwholesome and unregistered 
drugs pose a great danger to the 
society. Such drugs are exposed 
to intense heat and sunlight mak-
ing them lose much of their effi-
cacy. The open and free selling of 

the drugs that are not registered 
by NAFDAC provides an avenue 
for those who also sell illicit drugs.

To bring this nefarious trade 
to its knees, the Enforcement 
officers will be unleashed on the 
hawkers to ensure that they are 
brought to speedy justice. Want-
ing the public to be wary of them 
she has this to say: “Medicines 
should only be purchased from 
registered premises. You should 
always look out for manufactur-
ing and expiring dates, manufac-
turer’s name, full location address 
and NAFDAC registration num-
ber on registered products.

It would be recalled that re-
cently two trucks loaded with 
unregistered pharmaceutical 
products were apprehended at 
Marine Beach in Lagos. As investi-
gations are on, this incident brings 
out some pertinent questions: 
Who are the manufacturers as 
well as importers of  these  drugs? 
How did they get into the country? 
Where were they destined for? 
And how many of such drugs are 
out there being sold to unsuspect-
ing buyers and consumers in the 
open market?

The answers to these disturb-
ing questions would go a long 
way towards eliminating the 
production, distribution and sales 
of these unwholesome products. 
Besides, the incident also calls for 
more sustainable partnerships 
and collaborations between the 
Agency and other organisations. 
These include the Immigration 
and Customs Services, the police, 
state and local governments, 
the traditional institution and of 

course the media.
Truth be told, the mass media 

has a critical role to play in getting 
the public informed about the 
negative effects in the manufac-
ture, importation, distribution, 
sales and consumption of these 
unregistered food and drugs. Such 
collaboration during the tenures 
of Prof. Dora Akinyuli (of blessed 
memory) and Dr.Paul Orhii went 
a long way towards some of the 
remarkable successes achieved.

Furthermore, the federal gov-
ernment has to adequately fund 
NAFDAC to upgrade its pro-
grammes, laboratories, human re-
source management and services 
to the public. This would assist it 
to build on the people-oriented 
policies and products on ground.

 These include the introduction 
of cutting-edge, anti-counterfeit-
ing technologies such as Truscan, 
Black Eye(Infra Red) and Global 
Pharma Health Fund(GPHF) Mini 
Lab Test Kits and Radio Frequency 
Identification System(RFID). 
Another is the ISO 17025 accredi-
tation of its Mycotoxin and the 
Pesticides Residues laboratories 
by the American Association 
of Laboratory (AALA), ranking 
them as amongst the best any-
where in the world.

Indeed, NAFDAC is the first 
regulatory agency in the world to 
use the Truscan. There is also the 
deployment of modern technolo-
gy to test water which the produc-
ers of sundry packaged ‘pure’ and 
bottled water must strictly adhere 
to. Almost on weekly basis, media 
reports attest to the arrest and 
subsequent prosecution of those 

involved in the production and 
marketing of fake processed food 
and drugs.

Another feather in NAFDAC’s 
colourful cap was the election of 
the former resourceful and goal-
getting Director General, Dr.Paul 
Orhii as the first-ever substantive 
Chairman of the 193-member 
WHO Member State Mechanism 
on Spurious, Falsely Labeled, Falsi-
fied and Counterfeit (SSFFCV) 
medicinal products. Little wonder 
that under Dr.Orhii, NAFDAC 
was ranked amongst the world’s 
top-20 international coalition of 
elite Medicine Regulatory Au-
thorities in the world, with only 
South Africa as the other African 
country in that Ivy League.

All these are well-deserved, 
as NAFDAC has over the years 
been taken to a higher level in the 
global drug anti-counterfeiting 
battle. For instance, under Pro-
fessor Dora Akunyili (of blessed 
memory) the agency truly upped 
the ante in unraveling the rack-
eteering of fake and adulterated 
processed drugs and foods and 
used the unfailing factors of mass 
mobilization and the courage to 
do the right thing, to frontally bat-
tle the menace of counterfeiting. 
Similarly, during the tenure of her 
successor, Dr. Orhii, the agency 
pioneered the use of state-of-the 
art technology and putting the 
health of over 100 million Nige-
rians directly in their own hands.

 While Truscan is a hand-held 
device for on-the-spot detection 
of counterfeit medicines and 
processed/packaged foods, Black 
Eye, made in Israel is bench-top 

equipment using Infra Red tech-
nology to detect fake drugs. On 
its part, the RFID is used for veri-
fication of regulated products and 
other sensitive documents. The 
MAS technology is also known 
as Scratch and Text messaging 
system. It enables consumers to 
confirm whether the drug they 
intend to purchase is genuine or 
not through the use of a mobile 
phone.

This useful technology is reg-
istered with the major telecom-
munication networks in the coun-
try such as Glo, MTN, Airteland 
Etisalat while the text message is 
at no cost to the consumers. The 
consumer finds a distinctive panel 
on the medicine packet/card with 
the necessary instructions and 
scratches the surface to reveal a 
ten-digit pin. What he does next 
is to simply text the ten-digit pin 
to the code number on the panel 
and in few seconds the consum-
er receives an SMS confirming 
whether the drug is genuine or 
not. This technology also confirms 
the name of the drug, NAFDAC 
registration number on the prod-
uct, the name of manufacturer, 
the batch number and expiry date 
and an enquiry number. Brilliant 
isn’t it?

 Taking it further and to ensure  
that consumers buy only drugs 
that are of high quality, whole-
some and safe, NAFDAC has 
directed all manufacturers, im-
porters and marketers to provide 
only drugs that are MAS-enabled. 

Bribery, corruption and the evolution of prosocial institutions: Part 2
in the paper, most of humanity—6 
billion people—live in nations with 
high levels of corruption. The model 
also reveals that unlike the typical in-
stitutional punishment public goods 
game, where stronger institutions 
mean that more cooperation can be 
sustained, when bribery is an option, 
stronger institutions mean more 
bribery. A small bribe multiplied by 
the number of players will make you 
a lot richer than your share of the 
public good!

So can it be fixed?  The usual 
answer is transparency. There are 
also some interesting approaches, 
like tying a leader’s salary to the 
country’s GDP—the Singaporean 
model. So what happened when 
these strategies are introduced? 
Well, when the public goods mul-
tiplier was high (economic poten-
tial—potential to make money 
using legitimate means—was high) 
or the institution had power to 
punish, then contributions went 
up. Not to levels without bribery 
as an option, but higher. But in poor 
contexts with weak punishing insti-
tutions, transparency had no effect 
or backfired. As did the Singaporean 
model. Why?

Consider what transparency 
does. It tells us what people are 
doing. But as psychological and cul-
tural evolutionary research reveals, 
this solves a common knowledge 
problem and reveals the descrip-
tive norm—what people are doing. 
For it to have any hope of changing 
behavior, we need a prescriptive or 
proscriptive norm against corrup-
tion. Without this, transparency just 

reinforces that everyone is accept-
ing bribes and you had be a fool not 
to. People who have lived in corrupt 
countries will have felt this frustra-
tion first hand. There’s a sense that 
it’s not about bad apples—the 
society is broken in ways that are 
sometimes difficult to articulate. 
But societal norms are not arbitrary. 
They are adapted to the local envi-
ronment and influenced by histori-
cal contexts. In the experiment, the 
parameters created the environ-
ment. If there really is no easy way 
to legitimately make money and 
the state doesn’t have the power to 
punish free-riders, then bribery real-
ly is the right option. So even among 
Canadians, admittedly some of the 
nicest people in the world, in these 
in-game parameters, corruption 
was difficult to eradicate. When 
the country is poor and the state 
has no power, transparency doesn’t 
tell you not to pay a bribe, it solves a 
different problem—it tells you the 
price of the bribe. Not “should I pay”, 
but “how much”?

There were some other nuances 
to the experiment that deserve fol-
low up. If we had played the game 
in Cameroon instead of Canada, 
we suspect baseline bribery would 
have been higher. Indeed, people 
with direct exposure to corruption 
norms encouraged more corruption 
in the game controlling for ethnic 
background. And those with an 
ethnic background that included 
more corrupt countries, but with-
out direct exposure were actually 
better cooperators than the third 
generation+ Canadians. These 

results may reveal some of the 
effects of migration and historical 
path dependence. Of course, great 
caution is required in applying these 
results to the messiness of the real 
world. A further investigation into 
these cultural patterns is hoped to 
be carried out in future work.

The experiment also reveals 
that corruption may be quite high 
in developed countries, but its 
costs aren’t as easily felt. Leaders 
in richer nations like the United 
States may accept “bribes” in  the 
form of lobbying or campaign 
funding and these may indeed 
be costly for the efficiency of the 
economy, but it may be the differ-
ence between a city building 25 
or 20 schools. In a poor country 
similar corruption may be the dif-
ference between a city building 3 
or 1 school. Five is more than 3, but 
3 is three times more than 1. In a 
rich nation, the cost of corruption 
may be larger in absolute value, 
but in a poorer nation, it may be 
larger in relative value and felt 
more acutely.

The take home is that coopera-
tion and corruption are two sides 
of the same coin; different scales 
of cooperation competing. This 
approach gives us a powerful theo-
retical and empirical toolkit for 
developing a framework for un-
derstanding corruption, why some 
states succeed and others fail, why 
some oscillate, and the triggers that 
may lead to failed states succeeding 
and successful states failing.

Our cultural evolutionary biases 
lead us to look for whom to learn 

from and perhaps whom to avoid. 
They lead us to blame individuals for 
corruption. But just as atrocities are 
the acts of many humans cooperat-
ing toward an evil end, corruption is 
a feature of a society not individuals.

Indeed, corruption is arguably 
easier to understand than my fear-
less acceptance of my anonymous 
barista’s coffee. Our tendency to 
favor those who share copies of 
our genes—a tendency all animals 
share—lead to both love of family 
and nepotism. Putting our buddies 
before others is as ancient as our 
species, but it creates inefficien-
cies in a meritocracy. Innovation 
are often the result of applying 
well-established approaches in one 
area to the problems of another. We 
hope the science of cooperation 
and cultural evolution will give us 
new tools in combating corruption.

Putting aside what it means for 
something to be natural for our spe-
cies, suffice to say these are recent 
inventions in our evolutionary histo-
ry, by no means culturally universal, 
and not shared by our closest cous-
ins. Genes that identify and favor 
copies of themselves will spread. 
Helping those who help you. The 
United Nations Human Develop-
ment Index ranks the United States 
10th in the world. Liberia is 177th. 

Temporal discounting the degree 
to which we value the future less 
than the present. Our tendency to 
value the present over the future is 
one reason we don’t yet have Moon 
or Mars colonies, but the degree to 
which we do this varies from society 
to society.

Nwaodu Lawrence 
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IDEAS Exchange 
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Ideas 

The “Bribery Game” was the 
usual institutional punish-
ment public goods game 
with the punishing leader, 

but with one additional choice—
players could not only keep money 
for themselves or contribute to the 
public pool, they could also con-
tribute to the leader. And the leader 
could not only punish or not pun-
ish, they could instead accept that 
contribution. What happened? On 
average, we saw contributions fall 
by 25% compared to the game with-
out bribery as an option. More than 
double what the pound has fallen 
against the USD since Brexit (~12%. 
Fine, bribery is costly. The World 
Bank estimates $1 trillion is paid in 
bribes alone; in Kenya, 8 out of 10 
interactions with public officials 
involves a bribe, and as pointed out 
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Heineken, Distilled Trading Int’l, Stanbic Nominees 
to earn N16bn as NB declares final dividend

Sh a r e h o l d e r s  o f 
N i g e r i a n  Br e w e r -
ies Plc are in for a 
g o o d  t i m e  f o l l o w -
ing the declaration 

o f  N 3 . 1 3  a s  f i n a l  d i v i d e n d 
p e r  s h a r e  b y  t h e  b r e w e r y 
giant for the financial year 
ended December 31, 2017. 
This means that sharehold-
ers will receive N25 billion 
as final dividend and when 
added to N7.8 billion earlier 
paid as interim dividend last 
November, the total dividend 
paid by NB would amount to 
N33.03 billion for FY2017.   
However, only shareholders 
whose names appear in the 
register of members as at the 
close of business on March 6, 
2018 will be entitled to this.

In the recently announced 
FY17 audited report, Nige-
rian Breweries made N344.6 
b i l l i o n  a s  g r o s s  e a r n i n g s 
translating to an increase of 
9 . 8  p e r c e n t  o v e r  N 3 1 3 . 7 4 
billion realised in similar pe-
riod in 2016. Profit after tax 
(PAT) rose by 16.2 percent 
from N28.39 billion in 2016 
t o  N 3 3 . 0 1  b i l l i o n  i n  2 0 1 7 .  
Total equity went up by 7.4 
percent to N178.15 billion up 
from N165.81 billion in 2016. 

In continuation of its tra-
d i t i o n ,  t h e  c o m p a n y  p a i d 
N 1 3 . 5 6  b i l l i o n  a s  t a x  t o 
t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  t h a t 
amounted to an increase of 
21 percent over N11.23 bil-
lion paid in 2016. 

The three major sharehold-
e r s  w i t h  i n t e r e s t  a b o v e  5 
percent in the company are 
He i n e k e n  Br o u w e r i j e n  BV, 
37.76 percent; Distilled Trad-
i n g  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  BV,  1 5 . 4 
percent and Stanbic Nomi-
nees Limited, 13.28 percent, 
and collectively, they control 
66.51 percent interest in the 
c o m p a n y.  B a s e d  o n  t h e i r 
shareholdings, Heineken will 
receive N9.45 billion as divi-
dend; Distilled Trading Inter-
national, N3.87 billion while 
Stanbic Nominees Limited 
w i l l  r e c e i v e  N 3 . 3 2  b i l l i o n , 
thus bringing their collective 
dividend  to N16.65 billion. 

Equity market sheds N176 
bn last week

Ma r k e t  c a p i t a l i s a t i o n  o f 
listed stocks lost N175 bil-
lion in the last trading week 
as more investors took their 
turns to take profit out of the 
m a r k e t  f o l l o w i n g  a  s t e l l a r 
performance in January.  The 
market capitalisation closed 
at N15.301 trillion last Friday 
as against N15.476 trillion on 

TELIAT SULE

February 9, 2018. Similarly, 
t h e  Al l  S h a r e  I n d e x  ( AS I ) 
c l o s e d  l o w e r  a t  4 2 , 6 3 8 . 8 3 
points as against 43,127.92 
points the week before. By 
implication, both the market 
capitalisation and ASI closed 
lower by 1.13 percent week 
t o  d a t e .   Ye a r  t o  d a t e ,  AS I 
closed in the positive terri-
tory at 11. 5 percent while the 
market capitalisation was up 
by 12.4 percent.

L a s t  w e e k ,  2 . 9 4  b i l l i o n 
shares were traded valued at 
N27.92 billion exchanged in 
28, 570 deals as against 4.426 
billion shares worth N24.24 
billion done in 29,573 deals 
in the previous week.  The 
financial services sub sector 
led the activity chart as it ac-
counted for 73.96 percent of 
the activity volume and 61 
percent of the traded equity 
value in the week that just 
ended. 

Ex c h a n g e  Tr a d e d  Fu n d s 
(ETFs)

The Stanbic Exchange Trad-
ed Fund 30 was the most trad-
ed as investors exchanged 
25,000 units worth N2.997 
million done in 2 deals. It was 
followed by Vetbank and vet-
grif 30 which recorded 306 
u n i t s  a n d  2 6 0  u n i t s  w o r t h 
N1,725.44 and N5,296.20 re-
spectively.  In all 25, 586 units 
o f  E T F  w e r e  t r a d e d  w o r t h 
N3.00 million executed in 11 

deals. 

Bonds
A total of 2,785 units of Federal Government 

b o n d s  w e r e  t r a d e d  v a l u e d  a t  N 2 . 6 3  m i l l i o n 
executed in 16 deals last week compared with 
14,779 units worth N14.05 million transacted in 
18 deals the week before. 

Announcements & Appointments Feb 12- 16, 
2018 

* Transcorp Hotels appoints Abdulqadir Jeli 
Bello as a Non-executive Director effective Feb-
ruary 13, 2018. 

* UAC appoints a liquidator to wind up the af-
fairs of Warm Spring Waters Nigeria Limited 

* Sterling Bank appoints Emmanuel Emefienim 
as Executive Director 

* Lafarge Africa to hold board meeting March 1, 
2018 for consideration of account and dividend. 

* Nigerian Breweries’ Register of Members to 
close March 6,2018.

Nigeria Energy Sector Fund releases 2013 au-
dited report

Nigeria Energy Sector Fund (NESF) released 
its 2013 audited report during the week. Inter-
est income fell by 34 percent to N78.3 million in 
2013 from N118.3 million in 2012. The company 
realised N51 million as net income, a noticeable 
improvement over a net loss of N24.4 million in 
2012. Operating expenses fell to N16 million as 
against N18.8 million in 2012. Net income after 
tax stood at N32.1 million in contrast to a net loss 
after tax of N45.8 million made in 2012. 

“Nigeria is the Fund’s primary geographical seg-
ment as all the Fund’s income is derived in

 Nigeria. The Fund does not have business units 
or divisions and runs a single line of business. 
Accordingly, no further business or geographical 
segment information is presented”, NESF stated 
in its 2013 audited report.
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Truck drivers convert gutters 
into toilets in Apapa

Yes, sanitary conditions 
are rapidly deteriorat-
ing in the neighbour-
hoods of Nigeria’s 
p r e m i e r  p o r t ,  a n 

omen announcing attendant 
health hazards for its inhabit-
ants. The hoard of truck and 
tanker drivers and their motor 
assistants in Apapa area of Lagos 
State are contributing to this.

The truck and tanker drivers 
are on a simple mission. Their 
business is to go to Nigeria’s 
busiest sea port in Apapa to haul 
containers, petrol, diesel or gas 
and deliver to other parts of the 
country.

Over 85 per cent of ships car-
rying different goods, including 
fuel from foreign countries berth 
in Lagos. With this large busi-
ness at Apapa sea port, trucks 
and tankers in different shapes 
and sizes sleep on Lagos roads, 
attempting to lift goods to the 
hinterland. Others are also re-
turning containers back to the 
Wharf. With the bad and narrow 
roads associated with Apapa, 
these trucks and tankers cause 
grid-lock. In fact this has become 
chaotic.

Some of these drivers who 
want to avoid paying for park-
ing space have turned all the 
roads, highways and bridges 
leading to the port into park-
ing lots.

But what is more amazing is 
that these roads which include 

M2 through Coconut to Apapa, 
Orile-Apapa,  Western Avenue, 
right from Ojuelegba to Apapa 
and Carter Bridge have not only 
become parking lots for the tank-
ers and the trucks but bedrooms, 
toilets and bathrooms for the 
drivers and the other occupants 
in the vehicles.

The drivers and their motor 
assistants hardly take their bath 
for as long as they park on the 
roads. They buy water from 
hawkers; wash their faces and 
legs early in the morning and 
prepare for the crawling journey 
to Wharf. For excretion of faeces, 
it is done anywhere they find 
convenient. 

“We look for public toilets 
but when we don’t see, we take 
our bath on the road early in the 
morning”, Ibrahim Raufu who 
was by the driver’s side of a 
numberless 40-feet truck which 
was lifting container to Ojota, in 
Lagos told BusinessDay.

“For toilet, we do it in nylon 
bag and throw it in a nearby bush, 
gutter or in any heap of dustbin”, 
Raufu who was relating his life as 
a truck driver said while giving 
a smile that suggests that they 
don’t have alternative.

He said the drivers and their 
assistants hardly sleep in the 
night or they sleep in turns for 
security purposes. “When one 

AI: LG to adopt next-generation technologies in business

Globally, LG said it aims 
to adopt next-genera-
tion technologies like 
AI, machine learning, 

big data and more in business and 
management practices whilst 
expanding collaborative efforts 
with other organizations. “LG’s 
exclusive deep learning-based 
AI technology is in line with the 
company’s efforts to speed up 
the release of new products with 
the latest and most innovative 
technology”.

While keeping up the momen-
tum within the AI led technology 
and products, LG’s CLOi Robot 
which made its debut appear-
ance at the recently concluded 
LG MEA Innofest 2018 drew 
spurring interest from attendees 
with high excitement and antici-
pations, LG said.

LG  El e c t r o n i c s  a l s o  a n -

nounced the creation of ThinQ 
brand to identify all of its 2018 
home appliances, consumer 
electronics and services that 
utilize artificial intelligence. 
LG ThinQ products and ser-
vices will all have the ability 
to employ deep learning and 
communicate with one another, 
utilizing a variety of AI tech-
nologies from other partners as 
well as LG’s own AI technology, 
DeepThinQ, the multinational 
company said.

According to a recent report 
by IDC, the MEA spending on 
cognitive and AI Systems is ex-
pected to pass $ 114 million by 
2021, LG said in a statment.

“Furthermore, according to 
the 2017 World Economic Fo-
rum’s Global Shaper Survey, 
young people in the Middle East 
and North Africa expect the 

Fourth Industrial Revolution to 
have a significant impact on their 
working and daily lives, while 
many are comfortable about liv-
ing in a future where robots work 
and exist alongside humans”.

“The advancements in AI and 
robotics are expected to trans-
form lifestyles and industries 
around the world, ultimately 
improving humankind’s experi-
ences from reducing repetitive 
tasks at home or work to even 
eliminating age-old malignant 
practices which is why signifi-
cant investments will be made in 
this area,’ said  Kevin Cha, Presi-
dent LG Electronics Middle East 
& Africa, in the statment.

“We are confident that as the 
years progress, consumers in the 
region will see significant value 
brought to their lives by our AI 
enabled electronics and home 

Stories by DANIEL OBI

person is sleeping, the other 
person will be awake. If you sleep 
too much, thieves can remove 
your motor battery or other 
useful things. So you have to be 
watchful.”

Asked why his truck does not 
have number plate, Raufu said 
officials at the Wharf removed 
it to force them to return the 
empty containers. He put the 
cost of lifting 40-feet container 
from the Wharf to Ojota or Ikeja 
at N200,000.

For Joshua, who is a long dis-
tance driver said driving trailer 
i s  n o t  d o n e  by  o n e  p e r s o n . 
They alternate each time one 
driver is tired. He corroborated 

Raufu’s comment that where 
there is no public toilet “we find 
solution to it”. But while trav-
eling on the highway, outside 
Lagos, they can stop to ease 
themselves in any bush, he said.

Ap a r t  f r o m  l o g i s t i c s  a n d 
other challenges in quick load-
ing of trucks and tankers that 
come from various states to 
the ports,  the lockdown on 
Apapa road is worsened by 
the current re-construction of 
some major roads and other mi-
nor roads which necessitated 
the closure of some roads in 
Apapa.

Presently, some of the tankers 
now go through streets such as 
Ajegunle to get to Apapa. This 
has equally become frustrat-
ing to residents in those areas 
including Ijora as some of the 
trucks have parked for a long 
time in those areas, constituting 
nuisance on the streets.

Obviously backed by power-
ful individuals who are owners 
of the trucks, the truck drivers 
are daring, intimidating anyone 
including police and other traf-
fic officials who dare to chal-
lenge them. It takes the force 
and the wielding of guns and 
‘koboko’ (canes) by the army 
and Navy to control them. The 
consequence of the weight of 
the trucks and tankers on the 
bridges is yet to be ascertained.

Meanwhile, as long as the 
grid-lock continues on the roads 
leading to Apapa, the gutters and 
the dustbin heaps will serve as 
toilets for the truck drivers.

…International debut of CLOi Robot sparks interest
appliances making it extremely 
fruitful for both  as well as our 
retail and distribution partners”, 
he added.

The purpose of the ThinQ 
brand is to highlight that LG 
intelligent products are always 
thinking of you in order to make 
your life better. With AI being at 
the next frontier in technology, 
LG is working towards making 
AI more approachable and less 
intimidating, he said.

DeepThinQ 1.0 was devel-
oped last year with the estab-
lishment of LG’s Artificial Intelli-
gence Lab in Korea to accelerate 
research into AI. The platform 
enables easy integration of AI 
into a wider range of products, 
allowing LG product developers 
to apply deep-learning technolo-
gies to future products. In line 
with the open strategy of its 

recently announced AI brand 
ThinQ, LG products developed 
with DeepThinQ - from mobile 
devices to home appliances - will 
deliver a comprehensive user 
experience by linking a host of 
technologies and solutions to 
its state-of-the-art AI platform.

“LG is committed to enhanc-
ing its portfolio of products with 
AI,” added  Derek Sim, Marketing 
Director, LG Electronics, Middle 
East & Africa. “Globally our 
mission has always been to add 
value to people’s lives and we 
strongly believe that investing 
in emerging technologies will 
significantly contribute to this 
goal. We are excited about what 
the future will bring and we look 
forward to how we can assist our 
valued customers become even 
more productive and efficient in 
their daily lives.”
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‘The church alone cannot fully harness 
the potential of our youth population’

How has your professional 
life/experience as a personnel 
manager helped your pastoral 
calling?

I pastored a church. The very 
day I came to the church 
after settling down, I think 
the pastor in charge of the 
parish then just called me 

one of the days and said they 
were making me a minister. I said 
it was not possible. ‘How can you 
make me a minister? How many 
days have I spent in your church 
as a worker?’ He said, ‘No sir, 
we are making you a minister’. 
I came in when I was already 
matured – not a mature Christian 
but matured in life. As at that 
time I was a personnel manager 
of a company, so the man said I 
fit into the work. 

I asked him which depart-
ment and the man said bureau of 
employment. I asked which one 
was that and he said, ‘Sir, I looked 
at your CV and I know that it is 
your line, and you see youths and 
adults here with nothing to do, 
with your own background you 
will be able to fashion a future 
for them’. That was how I came 
to the church. It was a challenge 
because it was something that 
had never happened before 
in the church. So, I told him no 
problem and by the grace of God 
I took up the challenge. 

Then I was working in a textile 
company.  After government, the 
textile companies were the sec-
ond-largest employers of labour 
then, so I had opportunity and 
because I was managing two fac-
tories, I was able to bring in from 
my church, churches around, 
Christian circles here and there 
about 100 to 200 people to-
gether. So, it helped. I grew in that 
aspect, and again when I became 
a pastor, the administrative part 
of me also helped because I was 
able to streamline things and 
many never liked me for that.  But 
at the end of the day, by the time 
they realized I was getting better 
results, they knew it was because 
of my background.

So, how has it helped in run-
ning the church? It has helped 
a lot because by my training I 
bring everything in the church to-
gether to make sure they are well 
organised. I live in Shimawa and 
worship in Akute, that’s about an 
hour’s drive, but so that I will not 
be seen as a leader that says one 
thing and does something else, I 
leave my house by 4:30 on Sun-

day morning and by 6 am, I am 
in the church, settled and have 
the next one hour to plan my life 
and prepare for them. Hardly will 
anybody say he got to the church 
ahead of me, except I have as-
signment elsewhere. So, it has 
helped me and people that come 
around me to get disciplined.

 As an administrator, do you 
think the church is doing enough 
to harness the potentials of the 
youth population?         

The church cannot do enough. 
As a matter of fact, the church 
does not have the wherewithal 
to do enough. I manage a church 
with an average attendance of 
about 1,000 people, out of which 
only about 20 percent are em-
ployed. What can I do that will be 
enough to be able to take care of 
the remaining 80 percent?

The basic (social) infrastruc-
tures are not available, and so it 
becomes difficult for the church 

to do enough. We run church 
service on Sundays on generat-
ing set for about six hours; you 
know the amount of money that 
will cost considering current 
pump price of fuel. This is still 
different from other exigencies 
that arise during the day. With 
the way things stand, the church 
cannot do enough yet, except 
the government takes care of 
the basic infrastructure to make 
life easy.

Recently, the RCCG began 
a youth movement, pulling 
youth churches out of the larger 
church. What was the vision 
behind this movement?  

Well,  the movement was 
borne out of a realisation that 
the needs of the youths differ 
from those of other groups in 
the church. This was particu-
larly evident when most of the 
youths who had gone to universi-
ties and had served in Christian 

fellowships returned seeking 
environments that compare 
in operations and service with 
what obtained in campus fellow-
ships. Also, there was the need 
to create an avenue for youths 
to be groomed in the art of lead-
ership for the sake of future 
responsibilities and succession. 
And, of course, the authority of 
the church has no doubt about 
the abilities of our youths to lead 
considering that some of them 
who had served as executives 
in students’ fellowships had led 
a congregation in the range of 
500 people.

That was what led the church 
authority, by reason of the fact 
that Daddy G.O. being a lover 
of the youths decided to pull the 
youth out of the larger church to 
form a fully-fledged youth minis-
try to help them grow faster. Six 
provinces were created and they 
have been doing very well since 
inception.

 That brings me to the annual 
administrators’ conference 
organised by the church. How 
has it impacted the church 
workforce?

In the Redeemed Christian 
Church of God, we have dif-
ferent departments. We have 
the ministerial cadre which 
undertakes the primary assign-
ment of the church, and we 
are all meant to finally end up 
there because we as believers 
have a calling to preach the 
gospel.  We have other support-
ing departments which include 
finance, admin, technical (that 
is water, works, electricity, and 
electronics), ICT – all these are 
supporting departments. The 
main reason why we have been 
called is ministry.

 The church, because it is 
widespread, needs to be do-
ing so many things to help the 
employees so that they will be 
able to give their best. So, we or-
ganize training programmes for 
the different units. The training 
for the administrators started a 
long time ago but it was actu-
ally revived a few years ago, and 
since then it’s been going from 
one very wonderful level to an-
other. The last one held in 2017 
had about 700 administrators in 
attendance. 

The administrators are assis-
tant pastors in charge of prov-
inces/regions and heads of de-
partments in the management 
of the mission’s outposts. As at 

today, we have 245 provinces 
and 25 regions, and in each prov-
ince/region, we have at least one 
administrator plus one assistant. 
So, if you consider the placement 
of at least two administrators in 
our 245 provinces (because we 
have some very big provinces 
that have three), you can have an 
idea of the number we are talking 
about. Again, when you come to 
the departments, we have more 
than 20 departments, and in the 
main Admin Department in the 
Redemption Camp alone, we 
have about 25 administrators. 
By the time you pull everybody 
together, including those serv-
ing in zones/areas, we will be 
talking about more than 1,500 
administrators. 

Of course, we still have the 
regional conferences. We have 
25 regions in the Redeemed 
Christian Church of God as ear-
lier mentioned. Immediately we 
finish the national conference, 
we expect the various regional 
administrators to go back and 
organize their own training pro-
gramme. It is at that level that 
they pull the people in the par-
ishes, areas and zones together. 
In some of the places, we have 
close to 200/250 attending the 
training programme. 

The one that took place in 
Port Harcourt last year was a 
combined conference which 
brought about three regions 
together, and about 230 people 
attended. I was there and it was 
very wonderful. The conferences 
are organized to sharpen the 
rough edges of our employees 
since most of us, because of time, 
do not have opportunity to go 
out. So when the mission brings 
the training to us in a three/four-
day programme with profession-
als talking to us and facilitating 
the training, we are brought up 
to speed with new trends in the 
industry.

 Could you speak to us about 
the theme of this year’s confer-
ence?  

The theme for this year is ‘No 
Bounds’. The justification for 
this theme is because we have 
been working under so many 
limitations – “don’t do this, don’t 
do that”. So, we are telling our-
selves that while we continue to 
operate within the scope of the 
scriptures, all those issues and 
traditions holding us down here 
and there should be broken and 
done away with.

Pastor Rotimi Adegborioye, director of Admin & Personnel at The Redeemed Christian Church of God (RCCG) and a Fellow of the Chartered 
Institute of Personnel Management (CIPM), speaks to SEYI JOHN SALAU on the vision of the church for the newly-created youth ministry and 
how his professional experience as a personnel manager has helped him as an administrator in the church. Excerpt:  

Adegborioye
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In the Redeemed Christian Church of God, we have 
different departments. We have the ministerial cadre 

which undertakes the primary assignment of the church, 
and we are all meant to finally end up there because we 

as believers have a calling to preach the gospel
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Arts

OBINNA EMELIKE

In the Nigerian seem-
ingly ‘conservative’ 
society where nudity 
is seen as a taboo, a 
few visual artists have 

gone out of their ways to 
capture the unspoken visu-
als.

The youthful Kadara En-
yeasi is among the few who 
have drawn the society’s 
attention to what is be-
neath the cloth through his 
works. While some artists 
reveal more of the female 
body, Kadara chose the male 
body in a provocative way 
that most people will never 
imagine.

In the early days of his ar-
tistic career, the self-taught 
photographer took the Ni-
gerian art scene by storm 
with the unveiling of some 
thought-provoking nude 
portraits of himself before 
engaging models as his sub-

Kadara Enyeasi: The self-taught 
photographer with guts

It’s pop up art at 16/16 with Olivia Jasinski

versity of Lagos, abandoned 
his profession to follow his 
passion. Aside photography, 
he is a multidisciplinary art-
ist whose creativity inge-
nuity cuts across various 
fields; sculpture, fashion, 
and digital art. His versatil-
ity and guts make him an 
upcoming artist to watch in 
the Nigerian art circle.

On the rationale for self-
portraits, Kadara says, “I use 
self-portraits to see myself. 
It was all about understand-
ing myself”.  But he later 
decided to use models as 
his subject on discovering 
that he was either honest 
or telling lies with his pose. 
With models, he says, “I try 

16 / 1 6 ,  a  m o d e r n 
art gallery in Vito-
ria Island, Lagos, is 
p l e a s e d  t o  i n t r o -

duce its first pop up Tattoo 
Parlour in collaboration 
with Olivia Jasinski.

Us i n g  t h e  h a n d - p o k e 
technique, Jasinski, a Berlin 
Germany-based artist, has 
developed her own unique 
method of creating sophis-
ticated work showing great 

to reveal the reality of my 
subject’s mood behind the 
lens”.

Trailing his works is a fan-
tastic endeavor. From 2010-
2014 he created works he 
tagged ‘Human Encoun-
ters’ due to his focus then. 
Lately, his interests have 
gone beyond photography 
to travelling, fashion, social 
documentary work, look-
ing at architecture from a 
cultural perspective among 
others.

“I have been working 
on collage. I enjoy juxta-
posing images, colours and 
text. And I continue to take 
fashion commissions with 
brands in Nigeria and Ghana. 

Fashion comes easily to me 
because I like form, silhou-
ette, line and perspective”.

In his less than a decade 
practice, Enyeasi has many 
exhibitions and collabora-
tions to his credit. His feats 
include; the Africa Centre 
in London, Bozar Festival in 
Brussels, La Triennale expo 
in Milan, Odessa/Batumi 
Photo days in Ukraine and 
A White Space in Lagos. The 
artist was also a 2017 partici-
pant in the Arthouse Founda-
tion residency programme.

Trailing his journey to 
artistic stardom, Kadara 
recalls his encounter with 
photography when he was 
13 years, photographing One of his works

Kadara Enyeasi

his sister (who then was an 
aspiring model) to practice.

“I starting by taking my 
sisters photographs with 
a 2MP Nikon camera, and 
later moved on to take my 
family members, myself and 
the public much later”.

Kadara is truly progres-
sive in his career. At present, 
he is learning the rope a cu-
rator at the African Artists’ 
Foundation, he hopes to 
show his collages at Foam 
3H in Amsterdam in May, 
a collaborative exhibition 
between AAF and Foam, 
alongside Bob Muchiri Njen-
ga and Osborne Macharia. 
Besides taking up painting, 
he is also working on a book.

depth. 
The act of tattooing will 

also serve as an installation 
of sorts, open to the public 
to come and share this ex-
perience between tattoo 
artist and her ‘tattees.’

Olivia will be taking ap-
pointments every Thurs-
day, Saturday and Sunday 
s t a r t i n g  Fe b r u a r y  1 7  t o 
March 3, 2018 between 
the hours of noon and 8pm.

Besides the tattoo par-
lour, visitors have the op-
portunity of viewing recent 
artworks on exhibition at 
the gallery.

16/16 is a space for 
thinkers, artists, builders, 
t r a v e l e r s ,  m o v e r s  a n d 
shakers. The gallery of-
fers anyone who wishes 
to experience the cultural 
and creative Lagos op-
portunity to do aside its 
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jects. The development, 
which drew more critics and 
few commendations testi-
fied to his guts, inspired him 
to dare more and later won 
him popularity in less than 
five years of practice.

 “My work centres on 
the black male nude spe-
cifically. In a highly religious 
and traditional country like 
Nigeria, the male figure is 
seen as a taboo, and its ex-
ploration in art is minimal. 
My work challenges that”, 
he explains.

But despite the critics 
back home, Kadara enjoyed 
the most commendations 
from the exhibition of his 
self-portraits with Nataal 
at Red Hook Labs. “People 
s e e m  t o  a p p r e c i a t e  m y 
works better when they 
travel outside the country”, 
the artist says.

For his love for photog-
raphy, Kadara, a graduate of 
Architecture from the Uni-

collaborative platforms 
that further hype Lagos 
as a bastion of culture on 
the African continent and 
the global stage.

For discerning artists 
who have contact with 
the gallery,  16/16 is a 
white wall waiting to be 
painted over, and for the 
traveler, a cup waiting to 
be filled to the brim with 
sweet wine.
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It was a night filled with 
soulful love songs and 
s c i n t i l l a t i n g  d a n c e 
performances as the 
alumni from the MTN 

Foundation Muson Scholar-
ship programme re-enacted 
the celebration of love. The 
concert under the aegis of 
MTNF-Muson Alunmi was 
the fifth in the series and 
kicked off the commemo-
ration of this year’s Saint 
Valentine’s Day. The concert 
held at the Shell Recital Hall 
of MUSON Centre Onikan, 
Lagos.

The performances were 
diverse in nature as the 
scholars showed uncommon 
dexterity as they switched 
musical genres. The concert 
kicked off with the rendition 
of Nightingale, an ensemble 
by the Jazz music great, Yan-
ni, and performed by Irede 
Adegoke. Her performance 
set the tone for a wonderful 
evening as she made way for 
Salome Nmesoma, a 2014 
graduate of the MUSON 
School of Music who per-
formed Disney Moments 
Medley, by Alan Meken.            
Later, Osewa David Olawale 
took the stage, performed 
Cobhams Asuquo’s hit song 
Empty, and heightened the 
excitement.

Olawale received inter-
mittent rapturous applause 
for his singing ability and 
for the way his dancers 
buttressed the lyrics of the 
song. The song tells the story 
of an adorable woman who 
recognizes the importance 
of the partner in her life 
and is constantly reiterat-
ing that importance while 
also telling the partner she 
would be nothing (Empty) 
without him. The dancers 
made a dance drama out of 

MTNF-Muson Alumni Concert: An 
emotive Valentine experience

the song. The female danc-
er (Nneka) is seen trying 
to show affection to the 
male dancer (Koray) but 

her friendliness is rejected 
but she kept begging him 
to take her until the male 
dancer reluctantly accepts 

her but at that point she was 
fed up and tired of his previ-
ous rejections and so she 
rejects him by shoving him 

Nigeria and Namibia’s young artists called to ‘Give art life’ and enter 2018 L’Atelier art competition

This brings to 12 the number 
of African countries partici-
pating in the competition

The L’Atelier art competition 
is one of the longest-running 
and most prestigious visual arts 
competitions on the African 
continent. It was established in 
South Africa 33 years ago, but in 
recent years has been expanded 
to include a number of other Af-
rican countries in order to reach 
more young artists and further 
the unparalleled opportunities it 
affords those who participate in 
the competition. For the first time 
in its history, this now includes 
the countries of Nigeria and 
Namibia.

This brings to 12 the number 

of African countries participat-
ing in the competition, which is 
jointly sponsored by Barclays 
Africa (www.BarclaysAfrica.
com) and the South African 
National Association for the 
Visual Arts (SANAVA). The 
other participating countries 
include South Africa, Botswana, 
Ghana, Zambia, Kenya, Uganda, 
Tanzania, Mauritius, Seychelles 
and Mozambique.

L’Atelier rewards young vi-
sual artists with unparalleled 
industry opportunities to de-
velop their talents abroad. As 
such, the competition is open to 
all professional and self-taught 
emerging artists aged 21 to 35 
who are permanent residents 

profitable businesses.
Paul Bayliss, Absa Art and 

Museum Curator, says L’Atelier 
organisers and the entire adju-
dication panel are looking for-
ward to seeing the works of 
artists from Namibia and Nigeria 
among this year’s entries.

“We are very excited to wel-
come Namibian and Nigerian 
artists on board, and to see them 
join so many other artists from 
across the African continent 
in taking up the opportunities 
presented to them through this 
competition. L’Atelier has played 
a significant role in the careers 
of many influential visual artists 
from Africa, particularly the win-
ners, who have benefited from 

the exposure afforded to them 
through the residencies.”

“Since extending the com-
petition to across the African 
continent, the response from 
young, up-and-coming artists has 
been incredible. This bears testa-
ment to the fact that emerging 
artists realise the immense value 
L’Atelier adds to their careers. It 
has been very encouraging to see 
Africa’s young artists making the 
most of the opportunities that 
are being created to support 
and help grow their careers. It’s 
important not only that artists 
take advantage of these oppor-
tunities, but that they put their 
best works forward when doing 
it,” says Bayliss.

and walking out on him. That 
action took the audience to 
their feet clapping for the 
wonderful rendition.

Next up was Imoleayo 
Balogun a saxophonist who 
performed a rendition he 
titled Joint Love. With him 
were trumpeters, drummers 
and bass players. The high-
point of his performance was 
the instrumental rendition of 
Bobby Benson’s classic song 
“Taxi Driver”, which regaled 
the audience who chorused 
the song along with the in-
strumental rendition.

In her congratulatory 
message to the group for 
putting up a show com-
parable to the very best 
concerts, Marion Akpata , 
director of the MUSON 
School of Music, praised 
the performing artistes for 
maintaining the high stan-
dard of the school.

“We are very proud of 
our students for putting 
up a beautiful show once 
again. They have shown 
their creativity and have 
consistently exceeded our 
expectations. It is not a sur-
prise that they are achiev-
ing great things in life. Only 
a few weeks ago, Perpetual 
Atife, known as Perpie, or-
ganised a studio concert in 
preparation for the launch 
of her full studio album.

“We hope that someday, 
some of them will return to 
become executives of the 
MUSON School of Music. 
We are also grateful to the 
MTN Foundation for part-
nering with us to make this 
possible”, Akpata said.

Also speaking at the con-
cert, Prince Julius Adelusi-
Adeluyi, chairman, MTN 
Foundation, praised the qual-
ity of the performance. He 

said such display was a dem-
onstration of the confidence 
the Foundation has in the 
talents of the students. “We 
have witnessed yet again an 
astounding performance by 
the alumni. Each year has 
been an upgrade of the previ-
ous. What they do, they do 
very well and I am so happy 
that MTN Foundation shares 
in their success stories”.

“ M T N  Fo u n d a t i o n  i s 
proud to partner MUSON 
School of Music to sponsor 
students who have talent 
and flair for music but are un-
able to finance their educa-
tion in the school. The alumni 
have justified MTN’s invest-
ment in this initiative and 
that will spur us to do more”, 
Adelusi-Adeluyi explained.

The MTN Foundation 
has partnered with MUSON 
since 2006 to assist brilliant 
talents fulfill their dreams of 
pursuing a career in music. 
Over 300 scholars have ob-
tained a MUSON Diploma 
in Music through the MTNF-
MUSON Music Scholarship 
programme, and have gone 
on to become masters in 
their chosen careers.

“MTN believes in add-
ing value and impacting the 
lives of people living in our 
communities on a sustain-
able basis”, Tobechukwu 
Okigbo, corporate servic-
es executive, MTN, said. 
He further said that MTN, 
through its corporate social 
investment arm, is investing 
in people and communities 
across Nigeria because it is 
by so doing that the well-
being of the society can be 
sustained into the future. 
“MTN is committed to the 
long term future of Nigeria”, 
the telecom’s corporate ser-
vices executive concluded. 

A performance at the concert

of, and reside in, these qualifying 
countries.

For thousands of artists 
across Africa whose creativity 
is their livelihood, art gives life. 
Now, L’Atelier is asking these 
artists to ‘Give art life’ as it calls 
for entries into this year’s com-
petition.

This inspiring theme of the 
2018 competition reflects the 
idea that the highly acclaimed 
L’Atelier gives African contem-
porary art, and the fresh young 
talent behind it, a platform to 
thrive. This is evident in the once-
in-a-lifetime opportunities pre-
sented through the competition.

For the main winners, this in-
cludes a six-month art residency 

at the Cité internationale des 
arts in Paris, and a cash prize of 
R330 000.

Similarly, the first Merit 
Award prize comprises a three-
month art residency at the Bag 
Factory in South Africa; the sec-
ond Merit Award, a two-month 
art residency at the Sylt Founda-
tion, on the island of Sylt in Ger-
many, and the third Merit Award, 
a one-month art residency with 
the Ampersand Foundation in 
New York, USA.

All Top 10 finalists in the com-
petition are also placed on a two-
day art professionalism course 
to assist them in managing their 
careers – a vital aspect in helping 
young artists turn their talent into 

To enter the 2018 competition, artists simply need to visit the L’Atelier website at www.LAtelierCompetition.com, click on the “enter L’Atelier 2018” button, and complete 
the required information. Registration opens on 1 February 2018, entries can be uploaded from 1 March 2018, and entries close on 27 April 2018.
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The Royal Hibiscus Hotel (RHH): A review

The latest offering 
from EbonyLife 
Films, The Royal 
Hibiscus Hotel, is 
a ‘blooming’ love 

story, purposefully crafted 
for universal viewing. Its 
first screening was for a criti-
cal audience at the Toronto 
International Film Festival 
(TIFF), creating consider-
able buzz for its subsequent 
premiere in Lagos, Nigeria on 
February 4, 2018.

Contextually, the film 
weaves a love theme, with a 
mixture of local and universal 
flavours, craftily packaged 
for a global audience. Its 
cinematography highlights 
the familiar sites and sounds 
of the mega-city of Lagos; 
setting the scene for its uni-
versal appeal. 

The storyline is a famil-
iar one of the twists and 
turns between two young 
lovers, Ope (Zainab Balo-
gun), a ‘returnee’ trained 
chef from abroad, and Deji 
(Kenneth Okolie), a suave, 
successful entrepreneur. 
Their courtship is spiced 
with sub-themes revolving 
around various supportive 
and meddling characters.

Ope’s mother, Rose Ad-
eniyi (Rachel Oniga), is the 
recognisable, true-to-type 
of all fretful mothers of mar-
riageable daughters, irre-
spective of race, creed or 
nationality. It is a role she 
plays to perfection, with 
anticipation of her strut and 
puff as the ‘mother of the 
bride’, basking in the imag-
ined grandeur of her daugh-
ter’s wedding day. 

Celebrities grace prescreening of Black Panther

Her husband and co-own-
er of The Royal Hibiscus Ho-
tel, Chief Segun Adeniyi (Jide 
Kosoko), is distracted with 
impending bankruptcy and 
its attendant consequences 
- mainly the loss of the hotel. 
Both play their roles as an 
ageing couple to perfection, 
with petty squabbles and 
romantic banter which leave 
little to the imagination.

The film’s main attribute 
is the crafting of all aspects 
of the film – from the casting 
of roles, such as the hotel 
receptionist, Chika (Lala 
Akindoju), turning a minor 

role into a memorable one 
that elicited applause every 
time she was on the prowl 
for a ‘manhandle’; to comic, 
romantic banter between 
Ope’s parents,  with the 
gracefully ageing mother 
and wife being as spritely and 
flirtatious as a young wife.

On display too, is the Ni-
gerian sense of grandeur, 
dignity and self-assurance 
through the hyperbolic nam-
ing of the hotel - The Royal 
Hibiscus Hotel. In traditional 
parlance, it is not a flight of 
fancy; it is about taking pride 
in one’s achievement, no 

matter how insignificant it 
may seem to onlookers.

The Royal Hibiscus Hotel 
is deftly handled by director 
Ishaya Bako and succeeds 
on almost every level; where 
each character, scene, cos-
tume and bit of humour 
merge to make the film en-
joyable and memorable. It 
also wears a badge of global 
excellence, by being one of 
the three recognised movies 
from Africa at the Toronto 
International Film Festival 
(TIFF). The other two were 
from South Africa and Sen-
egal, with major support 

Wh a t  m a k e s 
Bl a c k  Pa n -
t h e r  s u c h 
a  m a g n i f i -

cent movie more than its 
stunning visuals or the 
fascinating performance 
by its ensemble cast is 
that it is unafraid to be 
more than just a super-
h e r o  m o v i e .  Th e  m o s t 
anticipated movie of the 
year premiered for the 
first time in Nigeria on 
February 13, 2018 at the 
Ge n e s i s  Ci n e m a s ,  Th e 
Palms Lekki, Lagos.

The event, which was 
o r g a n i s e d  b y  Bl u e  Pi c -
t u r e s ,  o n e  o f  Ni g e r i a ’s 
b i g g e s t  d i s t r i b u t i o n 
companies, and held by 
Na i r a b ox ,  s a w  e xc i t e d 

c i n e m a  l o v e r s  d r e s s e d 
i n  d i f f e r e n t  c l a s s y  a n d 
sophisticated traditional 
attires in respect to the 
origin, nature and theme 
of the movie which was 
“African Royalty”.

In attendance were ce-
lebrities including; Debo-
la Williams, Alexx Ekubo, 
Ik Ogbonna , Stephanie 
C o k e r,  Lo l a  O J ,  Ti m i n i 
Egbuson, Ayoola Ayola , 
Kas Beats, Adunni Ade, 
Jumoke Aderonmu and 
among others, as they all 
stepped out in style for 
the event.

Black Panther follows 
T’Challa’s actions after 
t h e  d e a t h  o f  h i s  f a t h e r 
i n  C a p t a i n  A m e r i c a : 
Civil  War as he returns 

from Europe. 
EbonyLife Films’ Royal 

Hibiscus Hotel was Nige-
ria’s successful submission 
at the film festival. Living 
up to the import of being 
Nigeria’s ambassador at the 
TIFF, it paraded a list of cur-
rent, notable Nigerian actors, 
displayed a well-executed 
theme of love and scaled the 
critical test amongst equals. 
It flew the Nigerian flag as 
a testimony of our long and 
notable history of theatre 
arts excellence, which en-
compasses drama, dance, 
artistes and playwrights - the 

most recognised of which is 
Nobel Laureate, Prof. Wole 
Soyinka.

However, the food for 
thought provided by The 
Royal Hibiscus Hotel and 
relevant to the current state 
of our performing arts, is 
consistency in production 
quality, in order to remain a 
competitive regional/global 
player. A starting point is a 
mindset like Mo Abudu’s, 
which employs filmmaking 
as a viable commodity of 
exchange in the regional 
and international entertain-
ment business grid. The cur-
rent wave of revival, surging 
through Nigerian filmmaking 
and the performing arts, 
must be encouraged and 
sustained through purpose-
ful patronage of both. 

Significantly, the real im-
port of The Royal Hibiscus 
Hotel goes beyond its en-
tertainment value. A reality 
check shows that, in spite of 
the mushrooming of Nige-
rian embassies globally, our 
membership in international 
and regional bodies, and our 
vast population with natural 
existential diversities, Ni-
geria is largely perceived as 
monolithic and is best known 
for duplicity.

EbonyLifeFilms is gradu-
ally, but steadily, becoming 
one of Nigeria’s veritable 
canvases, showcasing ‘who 
we are, what we look like, 
how we think and how we 
live’. That is the measure of 
what EbonyLife Films does 
to put a stamp on our exis-
tential identity as a PEOPLE 
and a NATION. 

To EbonyLifeFilms: Lights 
on, curtains drawn, take a 
bow!

to Wakanda as the new 
king.

According to a viewer; 
“ No  m a t t e r  h o w  m u c h 
the world tries to strip 
t h e  m o v i e  o f  i t s  p o l i t i -
cal coloration and treat 
i t  a s  j u s t  a n o t h e r  Ma r-
vel superhero fest, it is 
what it is; and director, 
Ryan Coogler,  does not 
s h y  a w a y  f r o m  m a k i n g 
Black Panther the black-
est black movie he could 
make.”

Actor Timini Egbuson 
said; ““I have been look-
ing forward to this mov-
i e .  A  b l a c k  s u p e r  h e r o 
movie, with black casts 
and directors, I’m really 
excited that I get to be 
among the first people to 

see this movie in Nigeria. 
It was totally worth the 
wait.”

Bl a c k  Pa n t h e r  i s  t h e 
latest installment in the 
Marvel Cinematic Uni-
verse’s lineup of movies. 
Th e  m o v i e  i s  d i r e c t e d 
by Ryan Coogler--direc-
tor of Creed-- and stars 
Chadwick Boseman, Lu-
pita Nyong’o, Andy Ser-
kis, Martin Freeman and 
other stellar actors. Black 
Panther follows T’Challa’s 
actions after the death 
of his father in Captain 
America: Civil War as he 
returns to Wakanda as the 
new king.

The movie opened in 
cinemas nationwide to-
day February 16, 2018.Liz John-Black and Timini Egbuson in Black Panther premiere

DOYINSOLA ABIOLA

To enter the 2018 competition, artists simply need to visit the L’Atelier website at www.LAtelierCompetition.com, click on the “enter L’Atelier 2018” button, and complete 
the required information. Registration opens on 1 February 2018, entries can be uploaded from 1 March 2018, and entries close on 27 April 2018.



Book Review

The Unconquerable Christian by 
W. F. Kumuyi sets out two prima-
ry tasks for itself. These tasks, as 
enunciated by the author in the 
Introduction, are, “first, to ad-

dress the problems of ignorance, unbelief, 
satanic deception, prayerlessness, among 
others, that have robbed many Christians 
of requisite spiritual energy for victory; and 
second, to propel liberated Christians to 
maximise undeniable spiritual privileges, 
potentials and possibilities awaiting their 
faith-adventure”.

This faith-inspiring book is set against 
the backdrop of the fact that it is the burn-
ing desire of every believer to live the 
invincible Christian life, but oftentimes 
many find themselves wandering in search 
of the path to this victorious life.

The book, therefore, takes the reader 
on a faith-building journey meant to help 
those who seek to get connected to the 
divine enabling and sustaining power of 
God. This journey is presented in seven 
(chapters) steps as follows: Unusual Offer 
from Calvary, God’s Abundant Resources, 
Gateway to the Unconquerable Life, 
Sacrifice of Victors, Faith and Power of 
Conquerors, Fighting to Win, and Neces-
sary Partnership of Heaven-bound Saints.

Beginning from the first chapter, the 
book traces humanity’s journey from 
creation through the fall in the Garden of 
Eden, revelation of God’s redemption plan, 
and Christ’s eventual ultimate sacrifice at 
Calvary.

Created to live the unconquerable life 
and have dominion over all created things, 
man quickly lost his pride of place when he 
fell out with God through disobedience to 
divine instruction not to eat the forbidden 
fruit. By so doing, man attracted to himself 
“grave and unpleasant consequences”.

But God was not going to leave man 
helpless in his fallen state. So, He promised, 
at the same time He was dishing out pun-
ishment to man for his disobedience, that 
“the seed of the woman” would come to 
liberate mankind and “reverse the conse-
quences of man’s tragic and fatal fall”. That 
seed, Jesus Christ, would have a definite 
mission: “to give His life as a sacrifice for 
the remission of the sins of the whole 
world”. (p.8)

So began God’s “programme of re-
demption for fallen man”, which was sub-
sequently revealed in many diverse ways 
in the course of history, especially through 
the mouths of holy prophets.

Christ died for the salvation of all 
mankind, and through Christ’s sacrificial 
death at Calvary, “God offers salvation, 
healing and deliverance to everyone” 
and through the power of Calvary, 
“every yoke of sin, sickness, ill-luck and 
misfortune that hold people in bondage 
can be broken”.

But there is a condition that must be 
met – belief. The author writes, “It is those 
who believe this incredible report that will 
experience the arm of strength of the Lord. 

In the same vein, if you believe the story of 
Calvary today, you will experience God’s 
mighty power for undefeatable living.”

Furthermore, he says, “The moment you 
acknowledge, repent and confess your sins 
to God and believe that the substitutionary 
death is for you, he forgives, cleanses and 
takes you to a new realm of victorious liv-
ing.” (p.16)

So, to enter into fellowship and com-
munion with God, there is a foundational 
step that must be taken, without which 
“every other attempt to draw from heav-
en’s resources and live in constant victory 
would remain a mirage”. (p. 23) That step 
is reconciliation with God.

Same way, God has provided enough 
resources to humanity to meet life’s chal-
lenges and these resources are available 
in sufficient quantities for everyone. So, 
rather than get accustomed to your prob-
lems, or tolerate your suffering and endure 
severe hardship, or get familiar with your 
difficulties to the extent that you take 
pleasure in them, just remember that you 
can change your “situation by drawing on 
the resources of heaven”. (p.24)

But to draw “on the resources of heav-
en”, to receive God’s best, to enjoy His 
blessings, one has to be “willing to play the 
game of life according to the rules”, “to do 
His bidding” all the time, and not just “pray 
and serve God” only in times of difficulty 
that requires God’s intervention.

To buttress this point, the author says 
in Chapter 2, “We cannot go our own way, 
do things our own way, serve Him when it 
pleases us and expect to have His best. The 
Almighty God demands that those who 
would enjoy His best gifts in life must be 

people who are willing to obey His words.” 
(p.25)

To further demonstrate that God is ever 
faithful to His word and that His word is 
infallible, the author draws inference from 
God’s past miraculous deeds towards 
“Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joshua, David and 
other children of Israel” as recorded in the 
scripture. If God fulfilled His promises in 
the past, then Christians have every rea-
son to have utmost trust and confidence 
in Him. “Having spoken the promises, He 
will ensure their manifestation as He has 
purposed.” (p.32)

But even though God has purposed an 
unconquerable life for everyone, there are 
very important steps that must be taken 
in order to be launched into the realm of 
conquerors. These steps are irrefutable 
conversion, which ensures that “old habits 
of sin give way to a life of righteousness 
in Christ”, irrevocable covenant, which 
“ensures security for our lives through the 
power of God”, and irreversible consecra-
tion, which “gives you an edge over the 
battles of life”, “sets you on the path of 
commitment and dedication”, “shuts the 
door of backsliding behind you and gives 
you determination to forge ahead in spite 
of challenges”.

Moreover, to live the life of victors 
entails what the author calls “Sacrifice of 
Victors”. Just as Christ relinquished His 
position and glory in heaven, came down 
to earth and shed His blood to make 
atonement for humanity and so fulfil God’s 
demand for man’s redemption, those who 
wish to live as victors must also be willing 
to make certain sacrifices, which include 
total surrender to the will of God. And for 

such sacrifice to be acceptable, it must be 
blameless and undefiled. In other words, 
“until a person repents, God will not accept 
any sacrifice from him or her”. As such, 
“people living in immorality, idolatry and 
wickedness should first offer their hearts 
to God in repentance. Afterwards, they 
should come and offer their services to 
God”. (p.48)

To navigate through life’s numerous 
daunting challenges and live the life of con-
querors, the author says, also requires faith 
in God, which “helps us in handling life’s 
vicissitudes as they come”. Faith in God, 
however small it is, “can be instrumental to 
solving our problems. It is key to overcom-
ing challenges and achieving success in life. 
Through faith believers can grow spiritually 
to the point that they become terrors to the 
devil and his agents.” (p.58)

Faith, the author says, is “a major ingre-
dient for success in all areas of our lives – ca-
reer, business, spiritual life and marriage”. 
It is “the key that effectuates required 
changes where they are needed”. (p.64)

It is for this reason, and the fact that “our 
faith comes under constant and severe at-
tacks from the enemy”, that “we need to 
invest in developing our faith to be able to 
enjoy constant victory over our adversar-
ies”. And when God is the source of our 
faith, that faith is incorruptible such that 
neither Satan, powers of darkness nor the 
world can overcome it.

To win life’s battles, therefore, believers 
must be aware of Satan’s wicked devices 
and constantly be on the lookout. In all of 
this, prayer, fasting, praises, blood of Jesus, 
and word of God are potent weapons of 
warfare against Satan and his agents.

But while it is wonderful to have a sense 
of fulfilment on earth, the author reminds 
believers that their success story goes 
beyond this world as they are on a journey 
to the eternal, heavenly home. Like the Is-
raelites’ journey to the Promised Land, the 
road may sometimes be rough and tough, 
requiring endurance, but God assures that 
His power and protection will carry you 
through provided you maintain closeness 
and partnership with Him.

The author, in concluding, reminds us of 
God’s protection for all who abide in His 
Word and will. To drive home this point, he 
quotes elaborately from Psalm 91, where 
God promises to protect and defend His 
people “from the snare of the fowler, and 
from the noisome pestilence”.

Presented in simple language, The Un-
conquerable Christian comes as a handy, 
bold, faith-boosting, easy-to-read book 
that every Christian should have and read. 
Its boldness derives from the fact that, at 
a time many preachers of the Gospel are 
watering down their teachings in order to 
retain membership, the book is emphatic in 
stating that living a sinless life is an absolute 
precondition for attaining an unconquer-
able life. Its ample bible quotations make 
it an easy reference material for every 
Christian.
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Harrysong thrills at Legend’s Real Deal Experience
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I would have been so pained 
if I had missed this concert. 
I am so glad my friend in-
sisted we come. I  really 

enjoyed Harrysong’s perfor-
mance.

“It felt like he was singing to 
me. In all it was a great show 
and I cannot wait for the Real 
Deal Experience to be back in 
Enugu again. Thank you Leg-
end,” said an excited Njideka, 
a resident of Enugu who was 
at the Polo Park, venue of the 
concert.

The beautiful coal city of 
Enugu was lit  on February 
11, 2018, as Legend’s signa-

event where those in the au-
dience got to experience the 
unique elements of Legend 
Extra stout, while many loyal 
consumers of the brand also 
won exciting items.

Valentine Day also came 
early as the brand celebrated 
the season of love with a special 
valentine’s cake at the concert, 
with 500 cupcakes given out to 
couples in attendance.

“ As  a  c o n s u m e r - f o c u s e d 
brand, we go the extra mile 
to ensure our consumers are 
happy. That’s why we are al-
ways keen on creating multiple 
opportunities to ensure we 
delight them,” said Emmanuel 
Agu, portfolio manager - main-
stream, Lager and Stout brands 
of the Nigerian Breweries.

“The Real Deal Experience is 
unique because it allows us as a 
brand to get closer to our local 
market and better understand 
the needs of our market while 
at the same time rewarding our 
loyal customers,” he added.

The concert is currently Ni-
geria’s biggest brand music tour 
and has held in several cities in-
cluding Lagos, Ibadan, Onitsha, 
Umuahia, Abuja, Port Harcourt, 
Abakaliki, and Owerri, in previ-
ous years. It has also featured 
some of Nigeria’s biggest enter-
tainers including MI, Timaya, 
9 i c e ,  Kc e e ,  Or i t s e f e m i  a n d 
Small Doctor among others.

when they take you on in a sing-
along, picking up the song from 
the first line, singing it up till the 
end, you feel proud. Trust me it 
is a unique connection and such 
a humbling experience.

“I will never take this love 
for granted. Thank you to my 
fans, the beautiful people of 
Enugu and Legend Extra Stout 
for making this possible. I can’t 
wait to be back here for another 
Real Deal Experience,” said the 
award-winning artiste who is 
also a songwriter and record 
label owner.

The Real Deal Experience, 

conceived and solely spon -
sored by premium stout brand, 
Legend, brings music artistes 
closer to their grassroots fans. 
It features Nigeria’s biggest 
music stars performing in vari-
ous cities around the country 
where they have a massive 
base of loyal followers thereby 
creating an avenue for the fans 
in the local community to con-
nect with their favourite celebs 
in ways almost impossible if 
the show had been held in any 
other major city as is usually 
the case.

There was a live simulation 

Thirtytwo FM, Nigeria’s 
first comedy-themed 
radio station, designed 
to create and broadcast 

provocative, entertaining, no-
holds-barred humorous content 
and programmes that you could 
never get anywhere else on ra-
dio has launched in Ibadan, Oyo 
State.  .

A number of comedians have 
been signed up to host shows on 
the station, including Woli Agba, 
humorously tagged ‘Prophet 
of Instagram Parish Ministry’, 
Shete, arguably Ibadan’s most 
refined comedy talent.

‘Shete’ whose real name is 
Akinshete Olakunle, is an award-
winning act and the brain be-
hind one of the biggest com-
edy events in Ibadan. Obama, a 
household name for indigenous 
comedy in Ibadan is also on the 
frequency and so also is Remote 
(another ‘crazy’, young but hot 
humour-merchant).

The radio station says it is 
deliberate on serving contents 
with a good doze of humour with 
its target audience of 16 years 
and above, as well as lovers of 

Young afro-pop artiste, 
Bright Ukpabi, also known 
as ‘Mr. Dutch’, plans to 
take over the Nigerian 

music space with the release of his 
official single video “She Wants” 
which dropped on all premium 
music sites on Valentine’s Day, 
February 14th.

For Mr. Dutch, a record label 
executive and artiste manager, 
dropping the video on St. Valen-
tine’s Day was with intent to give 
lovers something to savour and to 
also spice up their romantic imagi-
nations and expression.

“It is a love song but I am using 
the street lyrics to express love for 
an African woman in a way that 
everyone can relate to with a slow 
tempo, RnB, afro-pop feel. The 
inspiration came from praising the 
African woman because all around 
the world African women are 
known to have beautiful bodies, 
unlike other women who undergo 
all sorts of surgery to acquire jaw 
dropping bodily endowments.

“African women possess the 
most attractive feminine endow-
ments and body structure in the 
world which is why I don’t mind 
spending my money just to appre-
ciate them. Basically, I’m passing a 
message to African women, telling 
them how beautiful they are and 
appreciating them,” he said.

Comedy-themed radio station, 
Thirtytwo FM 94.9 debuts in Ibadan

South Africa, Nigeria, push Africa music across the globe

humour.
Presently, Thirtytwo FM has 

commenced full commercial 
broadcast and listeners in Ibadan 
are already describing its offering 
“as ridiculously funny”.

The radio station plans to 
leverage the power of humour 
to take on tough, sensitive and 
socio-economically important 
issues that impact the society- 
across news, sports, politics and 
religion.

It also promises to offer main-
stream daily and weekly pro-
grams from some of the most 
outrageously talented on air per-
sonalities in Ibadan, giving both 
established and up-and-coming 
presenters a unique platform to 
showcase their skills.

Tunj Abioye, CEO, Thirtytwo 
FM, says: “I believe that laughter 
is medicine. This country needs 
to heal, so we started a radio sta-
tion that is therapeutic, that ac-
centuates the sunny side of life.’’

 “The launch of Thirtytwo FM 
at Ibadan has been an instant 
hit for comedy fans and lov-
ers of unique content on radio. 
The days ahead are looking re-
ally bright for the station and her 
stakeholders,” he said.

“I have another song with Burna 
Boy coming up soon. Burna has 
been very helpful; he has been help-
ing me all along,” he said.

Mr Dutch went on to say that 
Nigerian industry has an edge, 
when compared with the South 
African music industry.

“The South African music style 
is more of house music and hip-
hop; it is beautiful but it cannot 
export itself globally the way Nige-
rian music does. Although there are 
people who listen to these songs, it 
cannot break boundaries.

“Now the secret has been de-
termined, most South African mu-
sicians are now doing music with 
Nigerian artistes; they are joining 

“

tory music tour, the Real Deal 
Experience.

Harrysong, popular Afro-pop 
and highlife singer was on hand 
to thrill fans as he delivered an 
electrifying performance, light-
ing up the evening with fun.

The Delta state born enter-
tainer was at his best, working 
the tempo as he delivered sev-
eral of his known songs from 
‘Arabanko’ to ‘Samankwe’ with 
fans grooving along. Showing 
their appreciation and knowl-
edge of his songs, fans sang 
along with some members of 
the audience even coming on 
stage to dance with the self-
acclaimed Mr Songz.

“It’s one thing to sing and 
entertain your audience, but 

forces together to push the music 
across the globe. For example DJ 
Maphorisa and Wizkid’s ‘Soweto 
Baby’ went across the globe; it was 
one of the biggest songs that time 
and it won an MTV award.

“So, you see that it is growing 
and that is beautiful because Af-
ricans are starting to understand 
the unity in creating music. In my 
opinion, I don’t think there will be 
anything like Nigerian and South 
African music in the future, instead 
it would be African music because 
the merge is beautiful, I can listen 
to Niniola’s ‘Maradona’ which is a 
house music and is big in Nigeria 
and South Africa, as well as globally.

“Nigerians are feeling the house 
music while South Africans are feel-
ing the afro sounds and everyone is 
doing things together. If you listen 
to my song with Alec that is coming 
soon, I actually made him speak my 
language and he spoke Igbo well. It 
sounded so nice, it is just something 
different,” he stated.

“She Wants” video is a creation 
of Dutch Dreams Records, mas-
terfully produced by Kiddominant 
with a classic performance visuals 
directed by SOS. “She wants” con-
veys a cool piano strings, subtle mu-
sic with that high note in between 
that chills the ears, producing magi-
cal effects and sensational feeling,” 
added Mr Dutch.



Turning against someone 
who has been a benefactor 
in the past or reflecting 
ingratitude towards some-
one who has been helpful 

attracts grave consequences. Mercy, 
a lawyer who did same in the past says 
she’s paying dearly for it.

Below is Mercy’s story as 
told by her

My name is Mercy Bennett 
and I’m 41year old. I am the last 
child in a family of nine children 
but I lost four of my siblings along 
the way. My father was a Tailor 
while my mother was a petty 
trader who sold bean cakes, fried 
yam and pap.

I attended the public primary 
and secondary school in my vi-
cinity. I did not put in so much ef-
fort in school because I believed 
it was a waste of time since my 
parents didn’t have money to 
send me to university. I wanted 
to be a Tailor because I felt it was 
more noble a profession than the 
kind of business my mother did. 
So, I spent more time with my 
father in the shop than I did with 
my mother.

My mother sold her wares 
very early in the morning to those 
going either to work or school and 
in the evenings to those returning 
from work. I was around some 
mornings when I’m either on holi-
day or weekends and all evening 
to give her a helping hand. This 
was where I met George.

George was a young trader 
who sold spare parts for a living. 
He always stopped by on his way 
to work to buy bean cakes for his 
bread most mornings and some 
evenings. I could tell that he liked 
me quite a lot from the way he 
looked at me anytime he came 
around. He became a regular 
customer and with time, we got 
close and he started spending 
more time with me. Some eve-
nings, he even helped sell bean 
cakes or pap to customers and 
this gesture endeared him to my 
mother. One day, I was returning 
from my father’s shop to assist 
my mother sell in the evening 
when I spotted George selling to 
customers while my mother fried 
the bean cakes and yam. I chuck-
led at that sight but it also got me 
thinking. I knew George adored 
the ground where I walked but 
that’s all I knew. He hadn’t said 
anything about settling with me 
and I had to be careful so he does 
not drive suitors away. I had just 
finished secondary school and 
was ripe for marriage. So, when I 
finally got some alone-time with 
him I politely asked him what his 
plans were.

“I was going to discuss this 
with you over the weekend. I 
want you to be the mother of 
my children but I want you to go 
school first,” George said.

His response did not come 
to me as a surprise because that 
was common among traders. 
They always took pride in tell-

ing those who cared to listen 
that their fiancée was in ‘school’ 
referring to the University. I had 
accompanied George to one of 
his friend’s wedding a month 
ago. His friend, Basil married a 
banker and George told me his 
friend had to wait for the lady to 
graduate from the University and 
secure a job before they finally 
decided to tie the knot. Our table 
at the wedding reception was 
filled with traders most who 
bragged about their educated 
wives and fiancées.

“Don’t bother about the ex-
penses,” George continued. “It’s 
on me. I will ensure you’re com-
fortable in school and you have 
everything you need.”

George came to the house 
that weekend and discussed 
everything with my parents 
who welcomed the idea. George 
would sponsor my University 
education after which we would 
settle down after my graduation. 
I suggested we settle down while 
I prepare to go back to school but 
George said that would affect my 
studies.

He got me a private tutor and 
after a year, I sat for GCE and 
JAMB. I passed my GCE but I did 
not get up to the cut off mark for 
Law. George had persuaded me 
to study either Law or Medicine. 
According to him, those profes-
sions were lucrative and the 
family would benefit from them 
as well. So, I opted for Law which 
to my thinking wasn’t as tasking 
as Medicine. Two more attempts 
at JAMB, I got admission to study 

Law in one of the Universities in 
Nigeria.

George stayed true to his 
promise. He got me everything 
and anything I needed even when 
the law of diminishing returns 
was taking toll on his business. He 
bought me a phone when it was 
a luxury to own one and always 
called to know how I was faring. 
He also made out time at least 
once in a month to visit me in 
school and he always brought lots 
of goodies with him. Initially, I re-
ceived him with opened arms but 
close to my final year in school, 
this began to change. By this time, 
wealthy suitors who found my 
looks and profession attractive 
were flocking around me. Along 
the line, I fell in love with Harry, a 
medical doctor

Initially, I received him with 
opened arms but gradually I be-
gan to dread his visits. I preferred 
he send the money and gifts 
across instead. I was beautiful, 
still is and was studying one of 
the most respected courses. Edu-
cated suitors who had money 
to throw around began to flock 
around me and I got enticed. 
Suddenly, I realised that I was no 
longer attracted to George and 
his presence began to irritate me. 
He noticed this towards the end 
of my stay in the University when 
he visited me against my wish. 
He had called to inform that he 
was coming over to see me but I 
lied to him that I needed time to 
study. I thought he bought that 
lie but I was shocked when I saw 
him in school and I wasted no 

time in showing him how I felt. 
He said I had been cold to him 
and he wanted to come over so 
we could talk and choose a date 
for our wedding. I had wanted to 
tell him about Harry, a resident 
Doctor who I was dating but 
I decided this was neither the 
place nor the time. I don’t want 
to create a scene in the school 
so I told him it was school stress. 
He gave me a big Ghana-must-go 
bag containing the things he had 
bought for me and a substantial 
amount of money but I refused 
to accept it. I was no longer in-
terested in the relationship and it 
would be unfair to continue col-
lecting gifts from him. He found 
that strange but I lied to him that 
I still had some from the ones he 
sent but he insisted, so I accepted 
the gifts.

Upon graduation, I returned 
home to tell George and my 
parents the new development. 
When I told George about Harry, 
he begged me not to leave him by 
leaving him for Harry.

Instead of going to work, 
George would come to my fam-
ily house every day to plead with 
me to change my mind but I told 
him my mind was made up as I no 
longer had feelings for him.

‘‘How do I go wrong with you? 
After all the sacrifices even when 
it was not convenient for me? Is 
this how you chose to pay me 
back?’’ he asked. ‘Let God be 
the judge.’

I promised to pay him back 
all he spent on me and my family 
but he said he was not going to 

I bit the finger that fed me, now 
I’m paying dearly for it    

accept any money from me or 
my family. My parents warned 
me about what I intended to 
do and said they won’t accept 
any suitor apart from George. 
The only way I thought I could 
be allowed to marry Harry was 
to take in for him and that was 
what I did. When my parents 
found out that I was pregnant for 
Harry, they were disappointed 
but there was little they could do. 
Four months after the wedding, 
I gave birth to a baby boy but he 
died two years later.

Since then, I have suffered 
several miscarriages. My in-laws 
made my life a living hell. They 
called me unimaginable names 
and many branded me a witch. 
According to them, I was eating 
up my children with the aim to 
close Harry’s lineage. I was not 
getting younger and my husband 
wasn’t too. So, he was advised 
by his family to marry a younger 
and fertile lady which he did. The 
younger wife, Mary bore Harry 
three children- two boys and a 
girl. I lost my place to the second 
wife who accompanied my hus-
band everywhere as the wife.

I have been to different hos-
pitals and the story is the same. 
They said I would conceive and 
bear children but I had to be 
patient and worry less. Patient 
at my age? Should I sit and wait 
for menopause to catch up with 
me before I do the needful? I 
have spent a chunk of money on 
two occasions on IVF but that 
wasn’t successful. I have also 
gone spiritual.

Most of the pastors I saw said 
I offended someone and needed 
to ask for forgiveness. The only 
person I know I have offended 
in my entire life to warrant this 
kind of punishment is George. 
Those who knew George and 
me advised me to beg him for 
forgiveness. I have gone to see 
his parents many times but they 
refused divulging his where-
abouts. They said I was evil and 
my mission is to destroy their 
son. I have tried so hard to make 
them believe that all I needed 
was George’s forgiveness and 
prayers but they said it’s over 
their dead body that I would 
ever get an inch close to their son 
again because he almost died of 
depression as a result of what I 
did to him in the past.

I heard George now lives in 
Ghana with his wife and five 
children but someone told me 
he’s still in Nigeria but resides 
in Abuja with his family. I don’t 
know which one to believe and 
his parents don’t want to be 
helpful. Looking back, I really 
don’t know what got into me. 
How could I be so wicked and 
mean? How could I have ditched 
the person that made me into the 
kind of lady that Harry wanted 
so badly? I bit the finger that fed 
me when I was full and now I’m 
paying dearly for it.
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Ideally, anything therapeutic 
should cheer you up or excite 
you, as the case may be but 
sadly, not every therapy is 
good therapy.

Retail therapy is shopping with 
the primary purpose of improving 
the buyer’s mood or disposition, 
but sometimes it goes awry.

Confused as to why retail thera-
py can sometimes be bad and have 
a reverse effect? 

There is no doubt that repeat-
edly engaging in retail therapy is a 
recipe for debt which is a burden 
and finally leads to unhappiness.

‘Retail therapy’ is the go-to-
word for some women especially 
after a heart break, disappoint-
ment or any sort of emotional 
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#UberforLove: Valentine’s Day celebrated the Uber way

St  Va l e n t i n e ’ s  D a y  o n 
Wednesday February 14, 
2018, was celebrated in 
diverse ways around the 

world. In Nigeria as usual, lovers 
went over and beyond expecta-
tions. Restaurants within the 
island axis were fully booked; it 
was the busiest day for dispatch 
riders who had to deliver gift 
items. Even the roads were cha-
otic with traffic jams on almost 
every corner.

Ub e r  h o w e v e r  d e c i d e d  t o 
celebrate Valentine’s Day in a 
totally different way. As part 
of activities to further reiterate 
its commitment to Africa , and 
g i v e  b a c k  t o  t h e  c o m m u n i t y, 
Uber Nigeria celebrated the Day 
with children at Modupe Cole 
Memorial Child Care and Treat-
ment Home School, a home to 
mentally and physically chal -
lenged persons 8 years old and 
above who would usually feel 

JUMOKE AKIYODE-LAWANSON
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When retail therapy becomes hazardous

you find yourself having uncontrol-
lable urge to shop when you are 
sad, depressed, anxious or even 
angry, you should ask yourself a 
few questions to determine if your 
shopping behavior is unhealthy so 
as to avoid regrettable decisions.

* Do you get the urge to shop 
particularly when you are experi-
encing negative emotions?

* Do you find it difficult to re-
sist the urge to shop during these 
times?

* Is your behaviour resulting in 
negative results effects (e.g., are 
you getting yourself into financial 
debt; do you feel guilty afterward; 
is it creating conflict with your 
partner or family?

If you answer yes to one or more 

less loved by society.
The corporate social invest-

ment drive involved the Uber 
team painting specific sections 
o f  t h e  s c h o o l ,  m a k i n g  s o m e 
renovations, hosting a musical 
variety show and providing the 
children of the home with lots 
to eat and drink.

Commenting on Uber’s com-
munity outreach drive in West 
Africa, Lola Kassim; Uber General 
Manager, West Africa said: ‘Uber 
is committed to Africa, and as we 
continue to grow our business on 
the continent we want to make 
sure we are supporting our local 
communities as well as  providing 
much needed economic oppor-
tunities. This year we partnered 
with executive initiative to bring 
even more impact to the incred-
ible children of the Modupe Cole 
Memorial Home.’

Margaret Banasko; Uber Mar-
k e t i n g  We s t  Af r i c a  s a i d :  ‘ Th e 
#UberforLove valentine cam-
paign drive began a week prior 

to Valentine’s Day. In addition to 
all the activities that we outlined 
for the children of Modupe, Uber 
passengers also got involved by 
being encouraged to ride via a 
special ‘#UberforLove’ view. ‘

During the event it was clear 
that the children of the home 
had a great time, as they had fun 
interacting with the team getting 
on the bouncy castles, listening 
t o  m u s i c a l  p e r f o r m a n c e s  a n d 
having a lot of goodies to eat 
and drink.

Driver-partners signed up to 
Uber were also not left out of 
the #UberforLove campaign as 
they were gifted with delightful 
cupcakes at the Uber Greenlight 
Hub locations in Lagos and Abuja.

Uber recently hosted a selec-
tion of female driver-partners, 
professionals and entrepreneurs 
at an event in Lagos called #Uber-
ForHer. The event was part of 
Uber’s global vision to economi-
cally empower 1 million women 
across the world by 2020.

of these questions, you are likely 
engaging in shopping behaviour 
that is unhealthy. 

According to globeandmail, a 
health, fitness and lifestyle blog, 
there are a few things that you can 
do to work on this.

‘First, articulate the negative 
effects of your behaviour. Write 
them down  be specific and then 
put this list somewhere visible. 
Second, identify which particular 
moods tend to increase the likeli-
hood that you will engage in “retail 
therapy.” Work to regulate these 
negative emotions. Seek treat-
ment for underlying mood issues if 
these have been unaddressed. Try 
instead different activities that will 
intrinsically improve your mood, 
such as visiting with a friend or go-
ing for a walk.’

Joti Samra, a psychologist sug-
g e s t s  t h a t  yo u  ‘c o n s i d e r  w h a t 
environmental triggers urge you to 
shop (e.g., a fight with your partner, 
a bad day at work). Work on a so-
lution to these situations because 
targeting the underlying cause will 
be more effective than focusing 
strictly on the shopping behavior.’

According to Samra, you need 
to put a price to your behaviour. 
‘What is this costing you on a 
monthly basis? And how is that 
interfering with other short- and 
l o n g - t e r m  f i n a n c i a l  g o a l s  y o u 
have?’

Finally,  she says you should 
make a commitment to change 
your behaviour. Be specific about 
what you are going to do. And start 
immediately.

trauma. It is a common belief that 
spoiling yourself by buying some-
thing new will make us feel better 
– especially when it is something 
that may contribute to enhancing 
a lady’s self-esteem or confidence, 
such as clothes, shoes, makeup or 
just a relaxing day at an expensive 
beauty spa. The natural little high 
that comes along with this is very 
normal and for the majority of peo-
ple will not become problematic.

However, it becomes hazard-
ous when you over indulge – like 
many other habits. So, it is advis-
able to keep it minimal and seek 
more solace in other things that do 
not necessarily have to cost a dent 
in your pocket.

Therapists have advised that if 
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Destination marketing gains traction with 
the launch of virtual tourism in Nigeria

N
o doubt, Nigeria 
lags behind some 
A f r i c a n  c o u n -
tries in drawing 
global tourists to 

the many tourists attractions 
that dot her landscape. It is 
even sad that smaller coun-
tries along the West African 
coast such as Ghana, Gambia, 
Senegal, and Benin Republic 
receive more tourists than 
Nigeria, despite her acclaim as 
the giant of Africa.

Well, the narrative is about 
changing as some concerned 
tourism private sector gathered 
strength to launch the first 
ever virtual tourism in the 
country. Of course, the private 
sector, is acting in its capac-
ity as the driver of tourism as 
obtainable in thriving destina-
tions across the world, but also 
carried government along.

The import of the launch, 
which held at the Nigerian 
Institute of International Af-
fairs (NIIA), Victoria Island, 
Lagos on February 15, 2018 is 

that now marketing Nigeria as 
a destination is easier as the 
virtual platform engages many 
would-be visitors on a practi-
cal tour of places of interests, 
attractions, activities among 
others through authentic vi-
suals.    

Obviously, virtual tourism 
works by taking tourists across 
the world to notable sites in Ni-
geria their without being physi-
cally present in the country, but 
they get a feel of the real thing 
and are further inspired to visit 
to experience the reality of the 
virtual images.

If  you have exp erienc e d 
aircraft simulator or action 
movie on 3D screen cinema, 
the feel is real and that is same 
simulation would-be tourists 
get on virtual tourism, which 
through a special binoculars, 
instantly transports viewers 
to many sites and attractions 
to experience what it looks like 
while in such beautiful places 
or events.

No matter how factual and 
flowery an article targeted at 
tourists may be, the feeling 
is  more c onvincing;  henc e 

virtual tourism reaches out to 
people in more practical and 
result-oriented ways.

Credit goes to SkyView Com-
munication for initiating the 
laudable project. Speaking at the 
launch, Femi Lawson, CEO, Sky-
View Communication, noted 
that virtual tourism is practi-
cal and different approach to 
Nigerian tourism development 
issues through technology and 
not the usual methods that kept 
resulting in same little or no 
tourists arrival.

With the platform, Lawson 
assured that many would-be 
visitors are now opportune 
to see Nigeria before coming, 
plan better and impact the 
local economies during their 
stay here.

D e crying the negle ct of 
tourism over the years, Muy-
iwa Oladipo, Ogun State Com-
missioner for Tourism, urged 
tourism stakeholders to col-
laborate more, intensify their 
drive as tourism is set to re-
place crude oil as the mainstay 
of the Nigerian economy in the 
nearest future. For him, virtual 
tourism is timely as it would 

aid in furthering awareness 
of the country’s potential to 
global tourists.

Steve Ayorinde, Lagos State 
Commissioner for Tourism 
and Culture, said the country 
is ripe for a thriving tourism 
destination but needed coor-
dinated activities across the 
stakeholders and supported by 
the right policies.

The c ommissioner high-
lighted the numerous steps 
taken so far by the state to 
position beyond business to 
the most-visited destination 
in Africa.

One of such steps, according 
to Ayorinde, is the inaugura-
tion of the first tourism calen-
dar and Tourism Masterplan 
in the state.

“The Tourism Calendar is 
the first of its kind. It will 
show plans, venues and dates 
of festivals, carnivals and con-
ferences. It will also provide 
guides on how tourists, visitors 
and the public can enjoy such 
events,” The commissioner said 
the idea behind the calendar 
was borne out of the need to 
encourage the development 

of tourism potential of the na-
tion”, the commissioner said.

The launch witness e d a 
provocative speech by Yemisi 
Shyllon, the foremost art col-
lector in Nigeria. In The Ake 
prince who spoke on ‘Chal-
lenges And Solutions To The 
Development Of Tourism In 
Nigeria’, charged government 
at all levels to work together 
in presenting a workable and 
harmonized tourism policy.

He note d that emphasis 
should be more on preserving 
our culture as Asian have done 
and are reckoned among world 
powers today without depend-
ing on Western world.

From a stakeholder’s per-
spective, Efetobor Awanah, 
a tour operator, said virtual 
tourism is the way forward in 
global destination marketing 
and urged other stakeholders 
to embrace it.

 “Virtual tourism is real-
ity. It is the new tool used to 
promote tourism all over the 
world and we have to follow 
global trend if we want global 
tourists and their dollars,” 
Awanah said.

Some of the dignitaries having a feel of the virtual tourism offering during the launch in Lagos.
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Nigeria, UNWTO sign agreement on hosting 
African Tourism Ministers’ meeting

Nigeria and the UN 
W o r l d  To u r i s m 
Organization (UN-
WTO) on Friday 
in Madrid, Spain, 

signed an agreement on the host-
ing of the 61st UNWTO Commis-
sion for Africa (UNWTO CAF) 
Meeting from June 4-6, 2018 in 
Abuja.

The Minister of Information 
and Culture, Lai Mohammed, 
signed for the Nigerian Govern-
ment while UNWTO Secretary-
General Zurab Pololikashvili 
signed for the global tourism 
body at a ceremony at the UN-
WTO Headquarters in the Spanish 
capital.

The agreement, the signing 
of which was witnessed by the 
Nigerian Ambassador to Spain, 
Susan Aderonke Folarin, among 
others, contained the conditions 
for organizing the meeting as well 
as other details.

Speaking at the signing, the 
Minister said the Nigerian Gov-
ernment plans to use the oppor-
tunity of hosting the meeting to 
showcase the best of Nigeria to 
the world, saying Nigeria has com-
parative advantage and has taken 

Lai Mohammed, Minister of Information and Culture, and Zurab Pololikashvili, UNWTO’s Secretary-General, signing 
the agreement on Nigeria’s hosting of the 61st CAF Meeting, in Madrid, Spain, on Friday.

Cross River State contingent at Rio Carnival

the world by storm in the area of 
music, movies, theatre and other 
aspects of the Creative Industry.

He thanked the UNWTO and 
its member states for their confi-
dence in giving Nigeria the hosting 
right for the meeting, and assured 
that the country would host a top 
class event.

‘’Nigeria does not take the 
confidence for granted and will 
not disappoint. In this regard, 
the meeting’s main organizing 
committee, as well as, the sub-
committees is leaving no stone un-
turned to stage a highly-successful 
meeting.

‘’All delegates coming to Ni-

geria for the meeting are assured 
of Nigeria’s legendary warm hos-
pitality and an exposition of the 
country’s sight and sound. We will 
showcase the best of our enter-
tainment industry that has taken 
the world by storm,’’ Mohammed 
assured.

The Minister said the hosting 

of the meeting is coming at a time 
that Nigeria has become a top des-
tination for investors, especially 
with the Nigerian stocks having 
risen 12 percent this year, the 
highest globally, and the fact that 
Nigeria has moved up 24 places 
on the World Bank’s Ease of Doing 
Business ranking, earning a place 
on the List of Top 10 in the world.

He also said Nigeria has start-
ed implementing visa on arrival 
for a certain category of foreign 
visitors, a development that he 
assured will impact positively on 
the country’s tourism sector.

Welcoming the Minister earlier, 
the UNWTO Secretary-General 
said the organization would assist 
Nigeria to develop and showcase 
its tourist attractions.

‘’We are glad we are coming to 
Nigeria in the summer. It is a good 
opportunity to showcase Nigeria,’’ 
he said, while urging the Minister to 
help identify Nigerian celebrities 
who can be appointed as the UN-
WTO’s ambassadors of tourism.

The delegations of the Minister 
and the Secretary-General later 
met to review the agenda of the 
61st CAF Meeting, the UNWTO’s 
forthcoming Technical Support 
Mission to Nigeria and other is-
sues related to tourism develop-
ment in Nigeria.

Cross River contingent storms Brazil for 2018 Rio Carnival FTAN marks 20th anniversary, 
honours members

world carnival Event. He said the 
delegation from Cross River came 
to understudy how Rio Carnival 
became the world best in terms of 
organization, Orderliness, Logis-
tics and most importantly, revenue 
generation.

“We are excited to be part of 
the Rio Carnival in 2018 because it 
is the biggest in the world and as a 
tourism state that take carnival as 
its flagship, we are going to learn 
from the world best. “Our aim is to 
see how to better Calabar Carnival 
in the areas of organisation, Promo-
tion, Logistics and revenue gen-
eration, don’t forget this is the first 
time Cross River is participating in 
this Carnival and it is the initiative 
of his Excellency the Governor but 
facilitate by the Ministry of Culture 
and Tourism under my supervision. 
“Carnival Calabar after this trip will 

not be the same again, because 
for us our visit is a peer review to 
see what they are doing good and 
infuse into what we are doing ,this 
is why all the band leaders and ma-
jor stakeholders in management 
and organisation of the carnival 
Calabar are here” he said.

The Commissioner explained 
further that by 2019 edition, the 
five competing bands and gover-
nor’s band will be participating fully 
to give Rio a taste of Cross River. 
Austine Cobham, executive sec-
retary, Cross River Carnival Com-
mission, while commending the 
Governor for fulfilling his promise 
to sponsor the band leaders to Rio 
said, “we are here to understand 
what the world best is doing right 
that Calabar need to emulate from 
mustering, adjudication and crowd 
Control and management.

The Federation of Tourism As-
sociations of Nigeria (FTAN) 
is set to mark the 20th an-
niversary of the creation of 

the association by the Federal Gov-
ernment. As part of the activities 
to mark the anniversary, FTAN will 
be honouring some individuals that 
have contributed to the growth and 
development of the federation. The 
event is expected to hold on February 
27, 2018.

Tourism was under the Ministry of 
Commerce and Industry and the then 
Minister of Commerce and Industry, 
Rear Admiral Sunday Areola decided 
to set up a committee to look into the 
formation of an umbrella body for 
tourism in the country.A committee 
was headed by Theresa Ezeobi and 
Jemi Alade was the secretary.

Jemi Alade spoke on why FTAN 
was formed: “There were so many 
associations. Everybody was ap-
proaching the government for one 
thing or the other. The minister saw 
the need for these tourism activities 
to be co-ordinated and to bring the 
practitioners together under one um-
brella to approach government with 
one voice instead different tourism 
associations all approaching govern-
ment at the same time.

“The committee sat and worked 
with interested parties and agreed 
on having a federation.  This inaugural 
meeting was held in Abuja at the office 
of the then permanent secretary of the 
ministry, Tukur Mani. Tukur Mani was 
the engine room. He had so much pas-
sion for tourism and was the one push-

As part of the effort to 
improve the organiza-
tion and revenue genera-
tion for Calabar Carnival 

popularly known as the Africa Big-
gest Street Party, Cross River State 
Governor, Ben Ayade has sent a 
Contingent comprise of the lead-
ers of the five competing bands 
to fully and other stakeholders to 
participate in the 2018 edition of 
the Rio Carnival in Brazil.

The contingent led by the Com-
missioner for Culture and Tourism, 
Eric Anderson, head of the State 
Event Management and Carnival 
Commission are already in Rio, in 
preparation for the annual event. 
This is the first time Cross River 
State will be participating in the 
World Biggest Street Party which 
serves as big revenue generation 
to the government of Brazil.

Governor Ben Ayade had dur-
ing the 2017 Carnival Calabar 
promised to re-strengthen the 
annual event from its organization, 
coordination and revenue genera-
tion in a bid to make the carnival a 
competing product in Cross River 
Tourism Calendar by introducing 
new ideas and revenue generation 
drive. Speaking on the State Con-
tingent readiness for the Carnival 
at Galeo International Airport Rio, 
Brazil, Commissioner for Culture 
and Tourism, Eric Anderson said 
the team is excited to be part of the 

ing the government to put the industry 
in other. About ten associations, I think, 
were among the initial members. They 
include: National Association of Travel 
Agencies (NANTA), Nigerian Asso-
ciation of Tour Operators (NATOP), 
Nigerian Hoteliers Association (NHA), 
Association of Nigerian Journalists 
and Writers of Tourism (ANJET), As-
sociation of Tourism Practitioners of 
Nigeria (ATPN), National Association 
of Tourism Boat Operators and Water 
Transporters (NATBOWAT) and few 
others.”

It was after the committee com-
pleted its work and submitted to 
Tukur Mani who was the permanent 
secretary Ministry Commerce and 
Industry that FTAN was created.

Speaking also on the creation of 
the association, Frank Meke, a vet-
eran travel writer and columnist, went 
down memory lane to narrate how 
FTAN came into existence. He said: 
“FTAN was created about 20 years 
ago due to serve as formidable body 
to represent the different private sec-
tor tourism associations. The industry 
was growing and there was a need to 
form an all embracing federation that 
would cater for members and inter-
face with the federal government.

“Among those present at the 
inaugural meeting were; Theresa Eze-
obi, Tarzan Balogun, Jemi Alade, Ayo 
Oresajo, Keshinro, Frank Adejuwon 
myself and some others. The meeting 
that gave birth to the association was 
held at Tukur Mani’s office.Theresa 
Ezeobi became the interim president 
while Jemi Alade was the secretary.”
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Air Peace boss attributes high safety 
rating in aviation to NCAA

The Chief Executive Of-
ficer (CEO) of Nige-
ria’s major carrier, Air 
Peace, Allen Onyema 
has said that Nigerian 

aviation industry has improved 
significantly in the area of safety 
over the years.

Onyema however attributed 
this to the strict adherence to 
the International Civil Aviation 
Organisation (ICAO) recom-
mended practices by the Ni-
gerian Civil Aviation Authority 
(NCAA).

He said NCAA in the last four 
years under the management 
of , Muhtar Usman,  the current 
Director General has improved 
the safety rating of the Nigerian 
civil aviation industry.

For instance, since the last ac-
cident involving Associated Avia-
tion in 2013, there has not been 
any accident or major incident 
involving commercial airlines 
operating in Nigeria.

According to Onyema, this 
explained why Nigeria has had 
successive ICAO and the US 
Federal Aviation Administration 
(FAA) audits with 96.4 percent 
pass mark for safety.

“Talking about regulation, I 
think Nigerian airlines are well 
regulated. The Nigerian Civil 
Aviation Authority is doing a 
wonderful job on that. It is not 
easy; sometimes you don’t feel 
comfortable with the way they 
are doing it but they have to do 
it. The kind of regulation NCAA 

Stories by IFEOMA OKEKE
He decried that most of Afri-

can countries over charge Nige-
rian carriers but pay pittance as 
charges whenever they fly into 
the country.

He also noted that Nigeria is 
a large market to these airlines; 
that while airlines from other 
African countries operate mul-
tiple flights daily to Nigeria; 
the country’s carriers can only 
operate once a day because 
these countries do not have the 
population and high number of 
air travellers.

“When we say that this Single 
African Air Transport Market 
does not favour us, it is not be-
cause we cannot compete. It 
means that it does not favour 
us at this stage, except a level 
playing field is created. This is not 
only happening in Nigeria, when 
Emirates was eroding the US 
market, the airlines in America 
cried out and their government 
did something about it and put 
policies that tried to stunt the 
spread of the Gulf airlines into 
America.

That is how it is supposed to 
be. Bombardier, Canada aircraft 
manufacturer came up with their 
new product, CS 300, which 
would have been competing vig-
orously with Boeing B737s, Boe-
ing cried to their government and 
US came out with 300 per cent 
import duty on the Bombardier 
aircraft type. This is in order to 
protect their own. So we must 
try and protect our own in this 
country. If we don’t protect our 
own airlines they will continue 
to struggle.

South African Airways 
( SA A )  Af r i c a ’s  m o s t 
awarded airline has urged 
corporate travel manag-

ers in Nigeria to take advantage 
of the airline’s incredible new 
Voyager – SAA frequent flyers’ 
reward system in flying from La-
gos to Johannesburg, South Africa 
and beyond.

South African Airways recently 
held a Corporate Travel Manag-
ers forum in Lagos during which 
Kemi Leke-Bamtefa, National 
Sales Manager, South African 
Airways explained the new Voy-
ager reward system to credit 
passengers with miles based on 
the amount of airfare and fuel levy 
rather than the travel distance or 
cabin class.

According to Kemi, “South 
African Airways is always priori-
tising the welfare of its passengers 
hence, our new Voyager reward 
is now based on the amount of 
airfare and fuel levy rather than 
the travel distance or cabin class. 

South African Airways promotes corporate 
travel with incredible rewards

For every N48 you spend flying 
South African Airways, you are 
guaranteed 1 Mile.”

“In addition, South African 
Airways also offer corporate 
travel managers super corporate 
deals up to 14% with seamless up-
grades, priority boarding, priority 
waitlist and lounge access as part 
of the many rewards attached,” 
Kemi added.

South African Airways opened 
its doors for corporate travel 
managers to leverage the incred-
ible advantage of flying the airline 
through either a tripartite partner-
ship which involves the airline, the 
corporate and a travel manage-
ment company or otherwise a 
direct partnership between the 
airline and the corporates.

Rwand Air to launch flights into Abuja, 
Bamako, Yaounde, Conakry, Cape Town

ket competitive fares, generous 
baggage allowance and seamless 
uninterrupted connections to 
destinations within Africa , Middle 
East and Europe .

She said: “Abuja will soon be 
active together with Bamako, 
Yaounde, Conakry, Cape Town (in 
Africa), New York and of course the 
long awaited Guangzhou , in China.

 “We are the fastest  growing 
airline in Africa today. Our fleet of 
12 aircrafts is composed of Airbus 
A3330-300 and A330-200 et al “. 
We will continue to consolidate 
on this to enable us feed our routes 
seamlessly with adequate sched-
ule planning.

“By the end of this financial year, 
we will be looking at 31 destina-
tions in the whole network.”

Meanwhile, the Rwand Air 
Country Manager said the airline 
has concluded plans to host trade 
and corporate partners, for their 
contributions in the present fi-
nancial year. This has since been a 
tradition with the airline.

Rwand Air , national car-
rier of the Republic of 
Rwanda  has announced 
plans to launch flights 

from its hub in Kigali into Abuja; 
Nigeria’s political capital, Bamako; 
the Malian capital, Conakry; the 
capital of Guinea and Cape Town 
in South Africa. These routes, 
according to the airline are part 
of its remaining route expansion 
destinations and growth drive for 
2017/2018 financial year.

Apart from the expansion plan 
for its operations in Africa, Rwand 
Air is also determined to expand its 
flights into New York, in the United 
States and the long awaited flights 
into Guangzhou in China, Asia.

Speaking in an interview, Ibiy-
emi Odusi, Rwand Air Country 
Manager in Nigeria, said the airline 
will continue to offer uninterrupted 
seamless air services on its many 
routes with improvements on its 
products on all fronts.

Odusi said the airline is com-
mitted to offering Nigerian mar-

brings to bear on Nigerian air-
lines cannot be compared to 
any other; even in advanced 
countries.

“For instance, we had a bird 
strike on our first day in Kano 
and the pilot made air return 
back to the airport. We sent 
our British engineers to Kano 
to rescue the aircraft. Then we 
sent another aircraft to Abuja 
to go and airlift the passen-
gers. Do you know that after 
the British engineers rectified 
it, NCAA insisted on being on 
the flight when we carried out 
a test flight? I was happy when I 
heard that,” Onyema said.

On Single African Air Trans-

port Market (SAATM), the Air 
Peace boss said that is no level 
playing field, which he said led to 
the outcry by the Nigerian airline 
operators.

He said that currently the 
treaty does not favour Nigeria 
because other countries use high 
charges to discourage Nigerian 
airlines from operating to their 
cities, but when they come to 
Nigeria they pay relatively less 
charges than what they level 
against Nigerian carriers.

Onyema remarked that what 
Nigerian airlines are demanding 
for is observation of principle of 
reciprocity by the federal gov-
ernment.

Emirate Airlines, has reiter-
ated its commitment to 
staff welfare pointing that 
it holds its Nigerian employ-

ees in high esteem.
This, according to the airline, 

was what urged them to retain 
their Abuja staff during the airlines 
suspension of flight operations in 
the year 2016.

The staff had their full pay and 
benefits till flight operations re-
sumed on December 15th 2017, 
rather than been laid off as the case 
may have been in the face of such 
challenges.

“The Emirates Group equally 
honours its employees world-wide 
for their commitments, excellence, 
performance and services, be-
cause the airline places significant 
premium on employee recogni-
tion and rewards. Just recently, 
the Emirates Group honoured its 
top employees for extraordinary 
commitment and excellence at 
the Najm Chairman’s Awards cer-
emony,” the airline said.

The Ceremony which took place 
at the Emirates’ Group Headquar-
ters had some of its staff receive 
honourable awards. Some of the 
awardees include Giles Peter Dan-
iel Birch, the First Officer (Airbus), 
Emirates Flight Operations, who 
won the Najm Chairman’s Award 
for his work on a project to reduce 
usage and maintenance costs for 
A380 auxiliary power units (APUs); 
Gavin Keyes, the Ramp Agent, 
dnata International-Australia, who 
was awarded the Najm Chairman’s 
Award for his quick and prompt ac-
tion to avert a potential crash on the 
ground that could have resulted in 
injuries to employees and serious 
damage to an aircraft.

The airline reminded the cor-
porates aside flying the Lagos-
Johannesburg route with the new 
A330-300 aircraft with excep-
tional configurations in both the 
Business and Economy cabins, 
passengers do not also require 
transit visa travelling beyond 
South Africa to other Southern Af-
rica countries including Mauritius, 
Maputo, Harare and more where 
South African Airways has route 
network.

Sulyman Akinwande of South 
African Airways Cargo, a sub-
sidiary of South African Airways 
highlighted the functions of SAA 
Cargo to include the air freight 
of general, specialised cargoes 
and courier services from Lagos 
across the world.

Emirates retains staff 
after suspension of 
Abuja operations in 
2016

Onyema

...increases  fleet to  12 aircraft
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A drug commonly used to 
control high blood pres-
sure may also help prevent 

the onset of type 1 diabetes in 
up to 60 percent of those at risk 
for the disease, according to 
researchers at the University 
of Colorado Anschutz Medical 
Campus and the University of 
Florida in Gainesville.

The study was published on-
line this week in the Journal of 
Clinical Investigation.

 “This is the first personalized 
treatment for type 1 diabetes 
prevention,” said Aaron Michels, 
MD, a researcher at the Barbara 
Davis Center for Childhood Dia-
betes and associate professor of 
medicine at CU Anschutz. “We 
made this discovery using a su-
percomputer, on the lab bench, 
in mice and in humans.”

 The drug, methyldopa , has 
been used for over 50 years to 
treat high blood pressure in preg-
nant women and children. It is on 
the World Health Organisation’s 
list of essential drugs.

But like many drugs used for 
one condition, Michels and his 
colleagues found it useful for 
something totally unrelated.

 Some 60 percent of people 
at risk of getting type 1 diabe-
tes possess the DQ8 molecule 
which significantly increases the 

Kwara State government 
has said it is targeting a total 
number of 404,703 children 

between ages nine months and five 
years for the forthcoming measles 
immunisation exercise slated for 
March in the state.

The immunisation would involve 
490 mobilizers who had been trained 
to carry out the house-to-house 
exercise in the 16 local government 
areas of the state.

Abimbola Folorunso, the execu-
tive secretary, Kwara State Primary 
Healthcare Development Agency, 
disclosed this in Ilorin at an Agenda 
for Media Orientation on Measles 
Vaccination Campaign.

The health expert, said that the 
state was set to improve on 85 per 
cent coverage recorded last year, 
noting that measles vaccination 
centres had been established at stra-
tegic places like mosques, churches, 
motor parks, markets, community 

…Common blood pressure medication blocks molecule that can trigger the disease   

Existing drug effective at preventing onset 
of type 1 diabetes in 60% of patients

Measles: Kwara targets 4000 children for immunisation 
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chance of getting the disease. The 
researchers believed that if they 
could block specifically the DQ8 
molecule they could also block 
the onset of the disease.

 “All drugs have off-target ef-
fects. If you take too much ac-
etaminophen you can hurt your 
liver,” Michels said. “We took ev-
ery FDA approved small molecule 
drug and analyzed HLA-DQ8 
binding through a supercomputer. 
We searched a thousand orienta-
tions for each drug to identify 
those that would fit within the 
DQ8 molecule binding groove.”

 After running thousands of 
drugs through the supercomputer, 

halls among others.
Folorunso, who explained that the 

vaccines are safe, said people should 
not be panic but report any adverse 
effect of the vaccine like itching, 
vomiting and rashes on their children 
to health officials.

She therefore advised parents to 
make their children available for the 
vaccination in order to build defence 
mechanism in their children, adding 
that burden of measles campaign in 
the previous exercise was character-
ised with religious belief among some 
people in the state.

The health expert identified ac-
cessibility to some areas in the state 
as part of the burden of the cam-
paign, saying that selected teams and 
monitors have been engaged in each 
community in the state to ensure 
accurate record and an improved 
coverage of 95 per cent.

According to her, the 16 local gov-
ernment areas of the state had been 
divided into two groups of eight local 
government areas each for the six-

they found that methyldopa not 
only blocked DQ8, but it didn’t 
harm the immune function of 
other cells like many immunosup-
pressant drugs do.

 The research spanned 10 years 
and its efficacy was shown in 
mice and in 20 type 1 diabetes 
patients who took part in a clinical 
trial at the Barbara Davis Center 
for Childhood Diabetes at the 
University of Colorado School of 
Medicine.

 “We can now predict with al-
most 100 percent accuracy who 
is likely to get type 1 diabetes,” 
Michels said. “The goal with this 
drug is to delay or prevent the 

day exercise, and that the vaccination 
campaign time would be between 
8:00 am and 2:00 pm on each day.

She clarified that there is no over-
dose in the measles vaccination, say-
ing that a recently vaccinated child 
could be presented for the exercise 
if within a week interval.

In his submission, Adaramola 
Wale, a representative of World 

onset of the disease among those 
at risk.” The drug is taken orally, 
three times a day.

 Michels and fellow researcher 
David Ostrov, PhD, hope this 
same approach of blocking spe-
cific molecules can be used in 
other diseases.

 “This study has significant 
implications for treatment of dia-
betes and also other autoimmune 
diseases,” said Ostrov, associate 
professor at the University of 
Florida College of Medicine’s 
Center for NeuroGenetics. “This 
study suggests that the same 
approach may be adapted to 
prevent autoimmune diseases 

Health Organiation (WHO), also 
said that the immunisation exercise 
would target about 95 per cent of the 
population, and warned that there 
should be a week interval between 
immunisations.

 Michael Oguntoye, the Director 
of Primary Health Care in the Minis-
try of Health, said most of the child 
killer diseases were preventable if 

such as rheumatoid arthritis, co-
eliac disease, multiple sclerosis, 
systemic lupus erythematosus 
and others.”

 The next step will be a larger 
clinical trial sponsored by the 
National Institutes of Health in 
spring.

 “With this drug, we can poten-
tially prevent up to 60 percent of 
type 1 diabetes in those at risk for 
the disease,” Michels said. “This is 
very significant development.”

 The other authors of the study 
include: Aimon Alkanani of the 
Barbara Davis Center at CU An-
schutz; Kristen McDaniel of the 
Barbara Davis Center; David 
Ostrov of the University of Florida 
in Gainesville; Stephanie Case of 
the Barbara Davis Center; Erin 
Baschal of the Barbara Davis 
Center; Laura Pyle of the Bar-
bara Davis Center and Colorado 
School of Public Health; Sam Ellis 
of the Barbara Davis Center and 
Dept. of Clinical Pharmacy at CU 
Anschutz; Bernadette Pollinger 
at the Novartis Institutes for 
Biomedical Research in Basel, 
Switzerland; Katherine Seidl at 
Novartis; Viral Shah at the Barbara 
Davis Center; Satish Garg at the 
Barbara Davis Center; Mark At-
kinson at the University of Florida 
and Peter Gottlieb at the Barbara 
Davis Centre.

 
-University of Colorado Anschutz 
Medical Campus

precautions were taken timely.
He said as government was de-

termined to make the country to 
be polio-free, so should also be the 
determination to eradicate measles.

 “To achieve this, we need to 
intensify immunisation across the 
country, ” he said.

Oguntoye said the forthcoming 
immunisation exercise would be the 
seventh round across the country in 
the last seven years.

Also speaking at the program, 
Iyabode Ajibola, a representative of 
UNICEF, urged the media to partner 
with the stakeholders to enlighten 
the people on the need to immunize 
children against measles.

She stated that often times ru-
mours generated misinformation 
that prevented effective coverage of 
immunisation in the country.

Ajibola said the first phase of 
the immunisation exercise would 
take place in Asa, Oyun, Ilorin West, 
Ifelodun, Baruten, and Edun Local 
Government.

SIKIRAT SHEHU, Ilorin
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The World Health Organisa-
tion has announced on Fri-
day a new high level com-
mission, calling to action 
the world leaders to join 

beat the rising prevalence of non- com-
municable diseases globally.

 According to the agency, statistic 
shows that seven in 10 deaths globally 
every year are from NCDs, the main 
contributors to which are tobacco use, 
harmful use of alcohol, unhealthy diets, 
and physical inactivity.

 “More than 15 million people 
between the ages of 30 and 70 years 
die from NCDs annually.

 “Low- and lower-middle income 
countries are increasingly affected, 
with half of premature deaths from 
NCDs occurring in those countries. 
Many lives can be saved from NCDs 
through early diagnosis and improved 
access to quality and affordable treat-
ment, as well as a whole-of-govern-
ment approach to reduce the main risk 
factors” says agency report.

 However, the leaders comprises of 
heads of state and ministers, leaders in 
health and development and entrepre-
neurs. The group will propose bold and 
innovative solutions to accelerate pre-
vention and control of the leading kill-
ers on the planet non-communicable 
diseases (NCDs) like heart and lung 
disease, cancers, and diabetes.

 Tabaré Vázquez President of Uru-
guay said that NCDs are the world’s 

Indigenes and residents of 
Osun state have been urged 
to key into the newly estab-

lished Osun Health Insurance 
Scheme (O’HIS) to have ac-
cess to quality and affordable 
medicare.

 Speaking at a sensitization 
meeting to educate the media 
and civil society organisations 
on the scheme, the Special 
Ad v i s e r  t o  Os u n  Go v e r n o r 
on Health, Olugbenga Oyin-
lola , explained that with the 
scheme, both the rich and poor 
will have access to medicare 
without having to pay through 
their noses.

 He said the scheme was 
designed to help the less privi-
leged to get treatment in hos-
pitals even when the service 
is clearly beyond what they 
can afford, adding that when 
fully operational, regardless of 
social status of an individual, 
quality health services will be 

Indigenes urged to key into Osun health insurance scheme     

Seven in 10 deaths globally are from 
non- communicable diseases – WHO
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leading avoidable killers but the world 
is not doing enough to prevent and 
control them.

  “We have to ask ourselves if we 
want to condemn future generations 
from dying too young and living lives of 
ill health and lost opportunity. The an-
swer clearly is ‘no.’ But there is so much 
we can do to safeguard and care for 
people, from protecting everyone from 
tobacco, harmful use of alcohol, and 
unhealthy foods and sugary drinks, to 
giving people the health services they 
need to stop NCDs in their tracks.” 
said Vázquez

 Michael R. Bloomberg, WHO 
Global Ambassador for Non-commu-
nicable Diseases and Commission 
member, said: “For the first time in 
history, more people are dying of non-
communicable diseases, such as heart 
disease and diabetes, than infectious 
diseases. This loss of human life spares 
no one — rich or poor, young or old - 
and it imposes heavy economic costs 
on nations. The more public support 
we can build for government policies 
that are proven to save lives - as this 
Commission will work to do - the more 
progress we’ll be able to make around 
the world.”

 The new Commission was es-
tablished by WHO Director-General 
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus and 
runs until October 2019. It will pro-
vide actionable recommendations to 
contribute to the Third United Nations 
General Assembly High-level Meeting 
on NCDs scheduled for the second 

available to them in all parts of 
the state.

 Oyinlola further posited that 
the new scheme will take care 
of flaws that militated against 
success of free health services 

half of 2018. This will include the sub-
mission of its first report to Tedros in 
early June. 

Tedros said everybody deserves 
the right to a healthy life, “We can 
beat the drivers of the NCD epidemic, 
which are among the world’s main 
obstacles to health. I am looking to 
the Commission to show us new 
ways to unblock the barriers to good 
health, and identify innovative, bold 
and practical actions steps to scale up 

a n d  e n s u r e  t h a t  p r e v e n t e d 
deaths through lack of access to 
medicare is totally eradicated in 
the state.

 Speaking in the like manner, 

prevention and treatment of NCDs 
and provide health for all.”

 ‘This year, governments will be 
held to account on progress they 
have made in protecting their citizens 
from NCDs. “While there have been 
improvements in some countries and 
regions, the overall rate of progress 
has been unacceptably slow. This is 
resulting in too many people suffer-
ing and dying needlessly from NCDs, 
and leaving families, communities 

the state Commissioner for 
Information and Strategy, Lani 
Baderinwa, urged the media to 
educate the populace on the 
benefits of the scheme for them 

and governments to bear the human 
and economic costs.”’ added Sania 
Nishtar, former Federal Minister of 
Pakistan.

 The World Health Assembly has 
endorsed the set of WHO “best buys” 
and other cost-effective interventions 
proven to prevent or delay most pre-
mature NCD deaths. Such measures, 
which can be readily scaled up in coun-
tries, target prevention and treatment 
of, and raising awareness about, NCDs.

to fully participate in it.
 Presenting an overview of 

the health insurance scheme at 
the workshop, Funto Ogunda-
po, said provision of quality 
healthcare delivery is a right 
and urged people to take full 
advantage of the scheme.

 S h e  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  t h e 
scheme will save the less privi-
leged the burden of neck-break-
ing health expenditure, saying 
the more people key into the 
scheme, the better for the gen-
erality of Osun residents.

 Governor Rauf Aregbesola 
recently appointed the former 
Chairman of the Nigeria Medi-
cal Association, (NMA) in the 
state, Niyi Ogini as the Execu-
tive Secretary to manage the 
scheme in the state. 

A non-governmental organ-
isation, Health Finance and 
Governance and the National 
Health Insurance Scheme are 
providing technical supports 
to the state on the scheme to 
make it successful.
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There is huge excitement 
and expectation in the 
Nigerian Football frater-
nity as the inaugural edi-
tion of the NFF Football 

Awards, supported by partners 
AITEO as Sponsors and Lagos 
State as Host City. The inaugural is 
scheduled to hold at the Eko Hotels 
& Suites, Victoria Island, Lagos on 
Monday, 19th February 2018.

It is the first time that the na-
tion’s football –governing body is 
organizing an Awards ceremony 
to reward and inspire the major 
actors and actresses in the Nigerian 
Football space.

Gongs will be presented to win-
ners in Player of the Year (men), 
Player of the Year (women), Coach 
of the Year (men), Coach of the 
Year (women), Young Player of 
the Year (men), Young Player of the 
Year (women), Team of the Sea-
son, Fair-play Award, Goal of the 
Season, Fans of the Season, NFF 
Development Award and Platinum 
Award categories.

There will be special recognition 
of a ‘Legends Eleven,’ a squad of 
outstanding former Nigeria inter-
national players.

The fourth FIFA World Cup 
Trophy Tour by Coca-Co-
la will touch Nigerian soil 

on March 7th, 2018 giving Nige-
rian fans the chance to interact 
with football’s most iconic and 
coveted prize, the FIFA World 
Cup Trophy. Nigeria will be the 
7th African country on the 2018 
FIFA World Cup Trophy Tour 
itinerary after Uganda.

The tour organized courte-
sy of Coca-Cola will give foot-
ball lovers the opportunity to 
get ready to taste the feeling 
of the world’s largest, most 
anticipated sporting event – 
the 2018 FIFA World Cup.

In hosting this momentous, 
international tour, Coca-Cola 
and FIFA invite fans to get 
an up close contact with the 
same trophy that is presented 
by FIFA to the winning coun-
try of the FIFA World Cup. 
For thousands of fans, it will 
be a once-in-a-lifetime op-
portunity to see the most 
iconic symbol in football and 
dream of tasting the feeling 
of victory.

Bhupendra Suri, Managing 
Director, Coca-Cola Nigeria 
said through the FIFA World 

Stories By ANTHONY NLEBEM

Excitement as first AITEO/NFF 
Awards holds in Lagos

Coca-Cola brings FIFA World Cup trophy to Nigeria
Pogba to quit Man 
United for Real Madrid

...as World Cup trophy tour set to visit over 50 countries

The Awards ceremony will also 
be attended by a large selection of 
Nigeria football legends, including 
former captains Christian Chuk-
wu, Olusegun Odegbami, Daniel 
Amokachi, Mutiu Adepoju, Uche 
Okechukwu, Garba Lawal, Austin 

Jay Jay Okocha, Nwankwo Kanu 
and Joseph Yobo.

NFF 1st Vice President, Bar-
rister Seyi Akinwunmi, who is 
also Chairman of the Organizing 
Committee of the Awards, told 
thenff.com on Thursday that vot-

Cup Trophy Tour, Coca-Cola 
intends to inspire thousands 
of World Cup fans in Nigeria 
as they experience the real, 
one-of-a-kind, solid-gold FIFA 
World Cup Original Trophy. 
“Coca-Cola has partnered 
with FIFA because we believe 
that football is about spe-
cial moments and the simple 
pleasure of drinking a Coca-
Cola makes the moment even 
more special.”

Georgios Polymenakos, 
Managing Director, Nigerian 
Bottling Company stated that 
the FIFA World Cup Trophy 
Tour by Coca-Cola is an act to 
get fans ‘Ready For’ all the emo-
tions that come with the FIFA 
World Cup competition where 
Nigeria’s Super Eagles will be 
one of the most watched teams.

Scheduled activities for the 
FIFA World Cup Trophy Tour in 
Nigeria will comprise of Press 

Manchester United mid-
fielder Paul Pogba is strug-
gling to impress of late and 

reports in England have linked him 
with an exit to join Real Madrid. 
Since the turn of the year, the former 
Juventus star has largely struggled to 
find form and is unhappy with his role 
in the side.

According to L’Equipe, the mid-
fielder has even asked Jose Mourinho 
to change the formation to a 4-3-3 
and have him on the left of the mid-
field three in order to get the best 
out of him again. Pogba has not 
completed any of the Red Devils’ 
last four games and his relationship 
with his coach is thought to have 
soured. In England, there is already 
speculation that he could depart as 
a result and The Sun suggest that one 
summer destination for him could 
be Real Madrid. However, United 
would not make a departure easy 
and would be unwilling to sell Pogba 
for less than 135 million euros. “If 
what’s being said about Pogba is true, 
that he regrets signing for United, I’d 
be disappointed but I wouldn’t be 
surprised,” former United midfielder 
Paul Ince told the Daily Mirror. Ince 
also suggested that the arrival of 
Alexis Sanchez has reduced Pogba’s 
prominence and that could be taking 
a toll on him. “The signs coming from 
Pogba are that he isn’t happy and if he 
doesn’t fit in then he could leave in the 
summer,” Ince added. “He’s one of 
the best footballers in the world and 
he deserves to play in the position he 
wants to so he can prove it.”

ing is presently ongoing by selected 
voters across the country, after 
nominations were compiled for 
the various award categories by a 
screening committee.

“I can tell you that all arrange-
ments have been tidied up and we 

are looking forward to a truly big 
day. The NFF decided it was the 
right time to launch a project to 
recognize and reward excellence 
in Nigerian Football.

“Fortunately, we found a wor-
thy partner in the Government 
of Lagos State and also our major 
partner, AITEO,” he stated, declar-
ing that the NFF Awards will be an 
annual event.

FIFA President Gianni Infantino, 
due to open the FIFA Executive 
Football Summit in the same facility 
less than 24 hours later, is expected 
to grace the ceremony alongside 
CAF President Ahmad, FIFA Sec-
retary General Fatma Samoura, the 
CAF top hierarchy and presidents 
of about 20 Member Associations 
of FIFA.

Top officials of the Lagos State 
Government, Members of the NFF 
Executive Committee and Man-
agement, Members of NFF Con-
gress, officials of the Lagos State 
FA, NFF partners and sponsors, for-
mer NFF Presidents, former NFF 
General Secretaries, Chairmen of 
NPFL clubs and members of the 
diplomatic corp are also expected.

Venue is the Grand Ballroom 
of the Eko Hotels & Suites, with 
cocktails slated for 6pm and live 
telecast to begin at 7pm.

Conferences, Media and Pri-
vate viewing events and Con-
sumer Fan Experience Events 
scheduled to hold in Abuja and 
Lagos.

A Presidency and National 
Assembly viewing will be held 
in Abuja where the President 
of the Federal Republic of 
Nigeria , President Muham-
madu Buhari, will be the only 
individual authorized to touch 
the FIFA World Cup according 
to the FIFA guidelines.

The FIFA World Cup Trophy 
Tour by Coca-Cola kicked off 
in September 2017 in Rus-
sia and will visit more than 
50 countries across six con-
tinents, travelling 126,000 
kilometers in the nine months 
leading up to the 2018 FIFA 
World Cup.

“In the world of sports, no 
symbol stands stronger than 
the FIFA World Cup Trophy,” 
said Gianni Infantino, FIFA Presi-
dent. “Everyone recognizes the 
significance of the Trophy as a 
unifying force. We are extreme-
ly happy to partner with Coca-
Cola once again to bring the 
Trophy to football fans around 
the world,” he announced.



FIFA calls for reform of transfer market system
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World football 
g o v e r n i n g 
b o d y,  F I FA , 
says it mak-
ing plans to 

reform the transfer market 
system, along with rapidly rising 
agent fees.

FIFA’s Global Transfer Mar-
ket Report last month detailed 
that football clubs spent a re-
cord $6.37bn (€5.2bn) on trans-
fers in 2017, with teams from 
the English Premier League 
again laying out more money 
than their rivals.

The global figure repre-
sented an increase of 32.7 per 
cent on the 2016 outlay. Some 
15,624 transfers took place 
internationally in 2017, 6.8 per 
cent more than in 2016. Only 
15.8 per cent of transactions 
involved fees, however, with the 
remaining 84.2 per cent of deals 
being free transfers.

FIFA also noted that about 
two thirds (67.4 per cent) of 
the $6.37bn spent came from 
only 50 clubs representing 13 
member associations. Premier 
League clubs accumulated a net 
spend of $988m.

FIFA president Gianni Infan-
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tino revealed that: “For interna-
tional transfers alone, we have 
seen some $6.4bn circulating. 
This is double the amount just 
four or five years ago. You could 
say the system is healthy be-
cause there is lots of money. But 
the trend is worrying and that’s 
why we need to act.

“That’s $6.4bn, transferred 
from one country to another, 
over a period of a few months. 
And at the same time, the com-
mission fees paid to agents are 
increasing as well, to more than 
$500m.”

LaLiga president, Javier Te-
bas, has revealed the organ-
isation, which oversees the 

top two divisions of Spanish club 
football, will convert its LaLigaTV 
service into an OTT platform in 
August, with the new product to 
offer sports content aside from 
football.

Tebas made the announce-
ment in a wide-ranging interview 
in Friday’s edition of Spanish 
newspaper Expansión. The plat-
form will be free to use, but will 
require registration to access. 
Tebas said content will include 
live and on-demand action from 
the top-tier LaLiga, as well as the 
second-tier Segunda División and 
other domestic sport in Spain.

“LaLiga will launch its own 
multi-sport internet television 
platform in August,” Tebas told 
Expansión. 

“This is the best way to reach 
our fans directly. In addition to our 
own content, we will broadcast 
other sports whenever they have 
sufficient quality, which will be 
the key factor beyond the level 
of audience that each discipline 
can generate.”

Expansión said the OTT plat-
form will fall under the wing 
of the LaLiga4Sports project, a 
digitally-focused initiative involv-
ing Spain’s 64 sports federations 
and the Spanish Paralympic Com-

Infantino also called for 
greater transparency in the 
transfer market and compared 
the sums paid to agents with the 
$60m heading to clubs in train-
ing compensation and solidarity 
payments. Under existing rules, 
every club a footballer played 
for, from the age of 12 until he 
turns professional, is entitled 
to a share of any transfer fees 
paid until the player turns 23. 
However, this system has been 
criticised for its lack of enforce-
ment.

“A solution would be to sim-

Nigerian football legends attend 
NB Plc, NFF partnership kickoff

…. As record $6.37bn spent on transfers in 2017

LaLiga to launch multi-sport internet television platform

Nigerian Breweries Plc, an 
operating company of 
Heineken International and 

the Nigerian Football Federation 
(NFF) on Friday, February 9, 2018, 
held a colourful ceremony in Lagos 
to officially kick off their historic 
multimillion naira partnership.

The five-year partnership deal 
worth N2.2b (N450m per annum) 
will have Star Lager and Amstel 
Malta as official alcoholic and malt 
beverages of the National Football 
Teams of Nigeria.

“This strategic partnership that 
we are unveiling today is very sig-
nificant, not only because of what 
the NFF and the national football 
teams stand to gain but also be-
cause of what is in it for the fans and 
supporters of Nigerian Football,” 
said Amaju Pinnick.

Major stakeholders in the Nige-
ria sports industry were present at 
the event, along with some of Nige-

mittee.
Tebas said LaLiga will not ini-

tially focus on monetising the 
service, with user registration 
instead seen as a key benefit. He 
added: “We want to optimise the 
data of our users, carry a good 
big data strategy, to improve the 
experience of the fans and predict 
their behaviour, know what they 
like or what they see.”

In November, Tebas said 
LaLiga expects to earn €2.3bn 
($2.8bn) per year from its broad-
cast rights within three seasons. 
LaLiga currently generates 
around €1bn per season for its 
domestic rights, and a further 
€650m from the international 
market. Tebas said that new 
contracts should bring in around 
€1.3bn per season for domestic 
rights and €1bn for overseas, if 
negotiations progress smoothly.

LaLiga rights are currently be-
ing marketed in certain overseas 
markets and Tebas said a do-
mestic tender for rights from the 
2019-20 season will be launched 
between March and May “at the 
latest”.

Tebas also broached the sub-
ject of his future, amid reports 
linking him with a similar posi-
tion at Italy’s Lega Serie A. LaLiga 
clubs this week approved a pay 
rise for Tebas amid reported in-
terest in the executive from Lega 
Serie A.

Tebas has been widely linked 

to a senior role at Serie A in the 
wake of the league’s new do-
mestic rights deal with Spanish 
agency Mediapro. Lega Serie A, 
the organising body of the top 
division of Italian club football, 
last week accepted an offer for its 
domestic broadcast rights from 
Mediapro worth €1,050,001,000 
per season, exceeding the mini-
mum revenue target of €1.05bn 
that had been set.

The Lega will now take the 
offer, for the three seasons from 
2018-19 to 2020-21, to the Italian 
antitrust authority before it can 
proceed with officially assigning 
the rights. However, the organ-
isation’s interest in Tebas has 
been widely reported and LaLiga 
has sought to lock down its most 
senior executive.

LaLiga clubs this week ap-
proved a contract worth a basic 
€1.2m per annum, plus a further 
€250,000 in bonuses. The deal is 
also said to include a non-compe-
tition clause should Tebas choose 
to leave LaLiga.

Tebas told Expansión: “I want 
to be in Spain, but there are many 
factors to consider when you 
receive an offer. I am very flat-
tered that they look at the CEO 
of the Spanish employers. Italy 
wants to go to being an industry, 
as has happened in LaLiga, where 
we have enhanced our profes-
sionalisation from 30 employees 
to 300.”

ply say there is, for example, a 
five per cent fee that has to be 
paid for solidarity and training 
compensation,” Infantino said. 
“This five per cent, which can 
be more or less, could be trans-
ferred to a central account and 
then FIFA or the confederations 
would redistribute to the clubs 
responsible for the players’ 
training.”

Concerning agents and inter-
mediaries, the FIFA president 
added: “I think the rise of com-
missions paid to agents has 
taken a worrying direction. And 
many agents agree with me and 
would like more oversight.

“It’s also a question of foot-
ball’s ecosystem, today there 
are no rules in place. Anyone 
can do what he wants. But the 
reality shows us that there are 
risks of bribery, corruption and 
money laundering. It’s not me 
saying it; there are many reports 
from government authorities 
that show this is the case.”

In September, the English 
Premier League became the 
first major European football 
league to revamp rules gov-
erning the summer transfer 
window, with the deadline for 
incoming deals set to close 
before the start of the 2018-19 
season.

The rule amendment means 
the summer window will close 
at 5pm GMT on the Thursday 
before the start of the season, 
meaning August 9 for the 2018-
19 campaign compared to Au-
gust 31 for this season.

The new rule, which applies 
only to the acquisition of play-
ers, will be for Premier League 
clubs only and has no bearing 
on other leagues and competi-
tions. Clubs will still have the 
ability to sell players to other 
leagues in which the transfer 
window is open, as they can 
now to leagues that have differ-
ent transfer window dates, such 
as Major League Soccer.

Infantino said he supports 
the Premier League’s initiative, 
although he conceded that a 
winter window would still be 
needed.

He added: “It makes sense 
when you start the season to 
know what your squad is. And 
then you play the season with 
your squad. You (should not) be 
able to change one week, two 
week or months into the season 
and risk losing maybe your best 
player. It’s not right. We have 
to protect the values that have 
made football what it is, as well 
as the game’s integrity.”

ria’s most accomplished male and 
female National Team ex-players, 
including famed USA ‘94 World 
Cup team member;, midfielders 
Garba Lawal and Mutiu Adepoju, 
Goalkeeper Peter Rufai, as well as 
Samson Siasia, Daniel Amokachi 
and Augustine Eguavoen, the last 
three also having served as national 
team coaches since retirement 
from football.

Also in attendance at the event 
were former Super Falcons players 
Anne Chiejine and Okunwa Igun-
bor, as well as former captains of 
the Super Eagles from the 80’s and 
90’s, Segun Odegbami and Henry 
Nwosu.

Meanwhile the two Nigerian 
Breweries brands will be providing 
support to National Team players 
and coaching crews of all national 
football teams, as well as offering 
premium enjoyment to passionate 
football fans that will be cheering 
the teams during and after their 
matches.



In mid-2017, when a cholera outbreak in 
Somalia threatened to overwhelm lo-
cal hospitals, health experts feared the 
worst. With crippling drought, malnutri-
tion, and poverty already endemic, an 

outbreak of deadly diarrhea seemed destined 
to paralyze the fragile state. But, despite the 
dire predictions, institutional paralysis was 
avoided. Although hundreds died and many 
more became sick, the collective response 
managed by governments, NGOs, and local 
communities, including the national Red Cres-
cent Societies supported by the Red Cross 
movement, contained the disease.

Somalia’s experience gives me great 
hope for Africa’s future. But it also serves 
as a reminder that local capacity is easily 
inundated during times of crisis. While some 
parts of Africa have become self-sufficient 
in terms of public health, others continue to 
lean heavily on global aid. For these areas, 
partnership is the best means of minimiz-
ing risks.

In particular, three key challenges this 
year are likely to pose the severest tests 
of Africa’s ability to manage humanitarian 
crises.

The first challenge is violence in the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo. Last 
year, conflict in the DRC’s central Kasai 
region displaced some 1.4 million people, 
bringing the total displaced population to 
4.1 million – the largest concentration of 
internal refugees anywhere in Africa. The 
violence has exacerbated food insecurity, 
with more than three million people se-
verely undernourished.

Unfortunately, the Kasai crisis is expect-
ed to worsen in 2018. A recent assessment 
by the Red Cross Society of the DRC warns 
that the number of people displaced will 
continue to rise, and with a fast-spreading 
cholera outbreak threatening the region, 
a coordinated plan of action is urgently 
needed.

The second challenge this year is Soma-

Three humanitarian challenges 
for Africa in 2018

lia’s food insecurity, which, according to the 
Famine Early Warning Systems Network, 
is expected to intensify this year. Below-
average rainfall in 2017 stunted harvests, 
and most regions have not fully recovered. 
As humanitarian aid is channeled to the 
country, efforts must be made to target 
long-term solutions, such as improving ag-
ricultural output, educational access, and 
economic opportunity. Historically, most 
aid to the country has been earmarked 
for emergency relief; even the collective 
cholera response was narrowly focused on 
short-term health. But Somalia desperately 
needs a more holistic, long-term develop-
ment strategy.

Finally, the very scourge that Somalia 
contained last year will continue to rear 
its head elsewhere in the region. Yemen’s 
cholera outbreak is now the largest in his-
tory, having already surpassed one million 
confirmed cases, and, despite years of inter-
national assistance, the threat continues to 
stalk Africa. In the last four decades, African 
countries reported over three million sus-
pected cholera cases to the World Health 
Organization and new cases are cropping 
up this year in Africa’s east-central and 
southern regions.

Fortunately, there is hope that Soma-
lia’s containment success in 2017 can be 
replicated, provided that communities and 
individuals are well aware of the disease and 
related risks, and that local actors receive 
the needed resources. The Global Task 
Force on Cholera Control, which seeks to 
build local and international support for 
improved health care and sanitation, has 
published a global roadmap for ending 
cholera by 2030. Although that is an ambi-
tious target, it is achievable if international 
organizations and local governments work 
together.

Natural and manmade crises will con-
tinue to plague Africa, but organizations 
like mine are working hard to bring about a 

brighter future through improved capacity 
building. To succeed, however, local and 
international development partners must 
reorient their thinking; humanitarian aid 
alone will not solve Africa’s myriad chal-
lenges. While money is clearly needed, it 
must be spent more strategically to im-
prove structural weaknesses that perpetu-
ate instability. For example, if more funding 
were devoted to community-level health 
care projects, local organizations would be 
better positioned to lead when outbreaks 
threaten.

Put simply, the international develop-
ment community must do more to invest in 
grassroots solutions, empowering Africans 
rather than treating them as subcontractors 
to their own suffering. Not only are local 
organizations better positioned to navigate 
complex cultural and linguistic landscapes; 
they also have more to lose if they fail.

Last year was devastating for many Af-
ricans, as millions suffered from drought, 
hunger, and violence. But in Somalia , a 
coordinated response to a serious health 
threat offered new hope for a more secure 
future. When local ingenuity and interna-
tional support align, the cycle of suffering 
can be broken. For many African countries, 
the ability to look confidently beyond the 
next crisis is the first step on the long road 
to self-reliance.

©: Project Syndicate
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When local 
ingenuity and 
international 
support align, 

the cycle of 
suffering can 

be broken. For 
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ability to look 

confidently 
beyond the 
next crisis is 
the first step 

on the long 
road to self-
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N110bn

Thumbs up

This is the amount of 
money said to have been 

paid by MTN Nigeria 
Communications into 

the coffers of the Federal 
Government out of the 

N330billion imposed on 
it by the Nigerian Com-

munications 
Commission.

The forced resignation 
of Jacob Zuma and the 

swearing in of Cyril Ra-
maphosa may have given 

hope for better days in 
South Africa. And it is a 
lesson for Nigeria, and 
indeed other troubled 

African nations.
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How we live our lives determines how we will be 
remembered after we must have left the earth.
There are those who die and their memories do 
not linger in the mind of people, but others there 
are whose departure evokes fond memories 
that endure.
John Shagaya, who died in a ghastly auto crash, 
last Sunday, belonged to the latter group.
Shagaya took the world very simply and 
largely led a quiet life after office. Even when 
he ventured into politics, he neither believed in, 
nor adopted the do-or-die approach to political 
powers that is the vogue in Nigeria.
In Nigeria where an average successful man is 
snobbish, the highly successful Shagaya gave 
everybody audience.
Whereas many politicians and even public office 
holders adopt ‘talk to no journalist’ mentality, 
the late General was every journalist’s man.
He remained a dependable contact to many 
media practitioners; even on occasions when 
calls were put across to him, and he missed such 
calls, he would always call back to apologise and 
ask what the issue was.

He recognised that media people rely on cred-
ible voices to do their jobs successfully. There 
are many retired Army Generals and other 
categories of the forces who see themselves as 
tin-gods, who never, ever find it necessary to talk 
to journalists. They do not understand that their 
input would go a long way to enlightening others 
and educating others on serious issues they have 
some useful insight to.

painful exit. 
John Shagaya was born on September 
2, 1942 to Mallam Sikji Miri Wazhi 
(alias SHAGAYA) and Mrs. Maryamu 
Zwancit. He attended Junior Primary 
School at Nyer, and Sudan United 
Mission Primary School, Langtang 
(1952–1959). He studied at the 
Nigerian Military School Zaria 1960-
1964. Shagaya was elected as senator 
for Plateau South in April 2007, on the 
platform of the People’s Democratic 
Party. His election was challenged, 
and nullified by the elections petition 
tribunal, but in December 2008, a 
Court of Appeal in Jos overthrew this 
decision and ordered the Independent 
National Electoral Commission (INEC) 
to immediately issue a Certificate of Re-
turn to him (Shagaya).
He ran for re-election in April 2011 on 
the Labour Party (LP) platform, but was 
defeated by Victor Lar of the PDP. 
Adieu, General.

John Shagaya: The death of a good man

The exit of the fine Gener-
al was a painful way to die 
in a country he laboured 
so hard for
The likes of the late Shagaya know the importance 
of volunteering information for national good. For 
what is the sense in hoarding useful information 
that could move the country forward? Indeed, 
the exit of the fine General was a painful way to 
die in a country he laboured so hard for. What a 


