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You are pursuing ethnic 
agenda, Opadokun tells Buhari 

 President Muhammadu Buhari (l) with Ogiame Ikenwole, Olu of Warri Kingdom, during a meeting at the Presidential Villa in Abuja on Friday.           NAN

Eight days in the dungeon

It is ungodly for any 
pastor to claim God 
anointed him to be 
Nigeria’s president 
– Apostle Williams

The most scandalous abduc-
tion story in recent times in 
the Niger Delta is perhaps 

the kidnap of the first female 
Vice Chancellor from Rivers p. 14

Investigation: Why N3bn Ibeto 
battery manufacturing plant 

idles away

State. It is the abduction of the 
first professor of education in the 
State, Rosemund Dienye Green-
Osahogulu, then VC of the Rivers 
State University of Education 
(Ignatius Ajuru University of Edu-
cation, IAUE). The kidnappers 
ended up being a vicious gang 
led by a Bonny youth based in 

Abu Dhabi, capital of the United 
Arab Emirates.  The story of the 
confessions of the gang leader 
has been wide but the victim 
remained mute. Now, in a first-
ever expose of what happened 
in the den, the professor opens 
her heart to reveal deep pains 
and the blow-by-blow account 

of the ordeal. 
The story as narrated by Pro-

fessor Green-Osahogulu:
I closed from work and was 

being driven home. It was the 
period when the road to the 
University was very bad and we 

inside

...the story of Obasanjo-
Jonathan fence-mending

Enemies today, friends 
tomorrow

MARTIN ONOVO, a 
trained Petroleum Engineer 
and former presidential 
candidate of the National 
Conscience Party (NCP) in 
the 2015 general election, 
is not known to sandpaper 
issues, he speaks straight 
and calls a spade by its 
proper name. 

Buhari has failed 
himself, his family and 
Nigeria - Onovo

Ayo Opadokun, a former secretary 
of National Democratic Coalition 
(NADECO), and the convener of the 
Coalition of Democrats for Electoral 
Reforms (CODER), has expressed 

disappointment over the style of leadership ad-
opted by President Muhammadu Buhari since his 
inauguration in 2015.

Opadokun, who said he spent his resources and 
energy to mobilise for votes toward the success of 

President Buhari during the 2015 election, said he did so 
on the basis of what he thought he knew of the Katsina 
State-born leader.

Speaking exclusively with BDSUNDAY in Lagos, the 
journalist-turned lawyer said: “The major reason why I 
worked and mobilised people in 2015 to vote for Buhari 
was on the basis of what I thought I knew of him as a 
military head of state, as discipline man. And when it 
was for change, to fight corruption before corruption 
kill us, I devoted all that God has given to me to mobilise 
nationwide to vote for him.”

Although Opadokun believes that the administration 

Zebulon Agomuo
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President Buhari 
that we knew has 
not been in charge 
of the presidency 

again. He is 
presiding over a 

divided presidency

p.  22
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Total Nigeria, Transcorp 
Hotels shoot up year-to-date 
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Ajaokuta: A long, winding 
road to nowhere?
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IGNATIUS CHUKWU, in Port Harcourt

Says, ‘I am confounded about developments in his government’

Ordeal of Rivers’ first female VC in the hands of international kidnap gang



News

MIKE ABANG, Calabar 

Utum Eteng, a 
chieftain of the 
Al l  Pr o g r e s -
sives Congress 
(APC) in Cross 

River State, has appealed to 
Bola Tinubu, national leader 
of the party, to urgently ad-
dress the crisis tearing the 
party apart in the state. 

Eteng, a senior legal practi-
tioner, said Tinubu’s appoint-
ment by President Muham-
madu Buhari to reconcile all 
aggrieved members of the 
APC lends credence to the 
overwhelming confidence 
in his person.

He regretted that the cri-
sis in the party in the state 
threatened its good chances 
in next year’s elections.

“I congratulate Asiwaju 
Bola Ahmed Tinubu (Jagba-
ban Borgu) on the recent ap-
pointment by the President 
to reconcile all aggrieved 
members of the APC fam-
ily towards repositioning 
the party to deliver on the 
change agenda of the APC-
led Federal Government. 
It is an appointment well 
deserved, taking into consid-
eration the fact that the his-
tory of the emergence of the 

APC cannot be completely 
written without giving you 
a pride of place.

“This appointment is not 
only timely, but also lends 
credence to the overwhelm-
ing confidence reposted in 
your personage. I trust in 
your ability and capacity to 
succeed in the arduous task 
as always,” he said. 

“Sir, as you set to embark 

on this assignment, I want to 
draw your attention specifi-
cally to the avoidable crisis 
eating deep into the Cross 
River State chapter of the 
APC. The crisis is gradu-
ally eroding the wonderful 
opportunity placed on the 
APC on a platter of gold to 
win the state governorship 
election in Cross River State 
for the APC come 2019 with 

less stress,” Eteng further 
appealed.

According to him, “The 
APC debacle in Cross Riv-
er State is largely caused 
by the mischief of some 
overzealous party mem-
bers, extreme suspicion, 
pettiness and ingratitude 
b e t w e e n  o l d  a n d  n e w 
members to the magna-
nimity of Mr. President. 
Every elder wants to make 
a state chairman out of his 
stooge at the detriment of 
collectivism. It is either Mr. 
A would be state chairman 
or nobody else even where 
the supreme constitution 
of the party is breached. 

“I am therefore, appealing 
to you to enlist the prob-
lems and challenges of Cross 
River State in your topmost 
agenda. President Muham-
madu Buhari has rewarded 
Cross River State people 
with unprecedented pa-
tronage and favours and 
anything short of victory for 
this party in all elections will 
not be acceptable. 

“Once again congratula-
tions on the well deserved 
appointment and recogni-
tion. To the President, I say 
unequivocally that he made 
no mistake in his appoint-
ment.”

Tinubu

You are pursuing ethnic... 

Moghalu’s new book for launch in Lagos Feb. 26 

A new book, ‘Build, 
Innovate, Grow: 
My Vision for our 
Country’, by Kings-

ley Chiedu Moghalu, former 
deputy governor of Cen-
tral Bank of Nigeria (CBN) 
and President, Institute for 
Governance and Economic 
Transformation, is set for 
launch on Monday, 26 Feb-
ruary, 2018 at The Civic Cen-
tre, Victoria Island, Lagos.

An inspired masterpiece 
on strategic policy and po-
litical transformation, the 
book’s foreword is written 
by the Emir of Kano, Muham-
madu Sanusi II.

The event will feature a 
panel session with influen-
tial activists and thought 
leaders, including Yemi 
Adamolekun, executive di-
rector, Enough is Enough 
Nigeria; Kadaria Ahmed, me-
dia entrepreneur; Japheth 
Omojuwa, founder and chief 
strategist, Alpha Reach, and 
Ndidi Edozien, president, 
Growing Businesses Foun-
dation. The session will be 
moderated by popular me-
dia personality, Arit Okpo.

As a global leader who 
has made contributions to 
the stability, progress and 
wealth of nations and com-

munities across academia, 
economic policy, entrepre-
neurship, diplomacy and 
more, Moghalu, a profes-
sor, has taught and inspired 
citizens from more than 40 
countries in North Ameri-
ca, Europe, Africa and Asia, 
mentoring men and women 
for leadership roles in busi-
ness, military intelligence, 
non-profits, and govern-
ment service.

A visionary thinker and 
thought leader, he is the 
author of several books, 
including the international 
bestseller ‘Emerging Africa: 
How the Global Economy’s 
‘Last Frontier’ Can Prosper 
and Matter’, an international 
keynote speaker at industry 
conferences, and a frequent 
commentator on global is-
sues in the media includ-
ing CNN, BBC World TV, 
Bloomberg, and the Financial 
Times. 

As deputy governor of the 
CBN 2009-2014, he led the 
execution of extensive re-
forms in the Nigerian bank-
ing system after the global 
financial crisis. He was a 
member of the bank’s Mon-
etary Policy Committee that 
brought inflation down into 
single digits.

APC chieftain begs Tinubu to urgently 
address Cross River chapter’s crisis 

We embraced cattle colony to provide adequate 
security of lives, property – Kogi

Governor Yahaya 
B e l l o  o f  Ko g i 
St a t e  f i r s t  a n -
nounced that his 

administration was going 
to embrace the establish-
ment of cattle colonies in 
the state, the people of Kogi 
reacted to the idea with 
mixed feelings. But recent-
ly, the state government 
explained the philosophy 
behind its decision.

Abdulkarim Abdulmalik, 
director-general, Kogi State 
Information Services and 
Grassroots Sensitisation, 
has disclosed that the inten-
tion was to curtail move-
ment of the cattle herdsmen 
and provide adequate secu-
rity of lives and property.

Abdulmalik disclosed this 
in an interview with journal-
ists in Lokoja. 

According to him, the 
general principle behind 
the cattle colonies was to 
check criminalities and 
mayhem cropping up from 
herdsmen/farmers’ clashes, 
adding that Fulanis were 
cohabiting with people in 
various communities and 
doing their businesses with-
out hindrance, but the major 
problem was the itinerant 
herdsmen who migrate 
from one place to another 
with their cattle destroying 

farm produce with impu-
nity.

The DG said government 
in its wisdom felt it was bet-
ter to embrace the cattle 
colonies in order to tame 
and curtail their movement 
instead of leaving them to 
move around all over the 
place and cause a lot of men-
ace in the various communi-
ties they cross.

“Government said let 
them have a designated 
place where they would be 
restricted with their animals 
whereby they would not 
be able to move beyond 
the designated place and if 

they do and anything hap-
pens they would be liable,” 
he said.

However Abdulmalik 
regretted that some mem-
bers of the public had mis-
interpreted the position of 
government to embrace 
cattle colonies which is 
aimed at checking the wan-
ton shed of innocent blood.

He alleged that those 
kicking against the creation 
of cattle colonies misunder-
stood  Yahaya Bello’s idea 
of integrating the nomads 
in the state government 
system with their leaders’ 
involvement at community, 

local government and state 
levels as a way of holding 
them whenever there is 
clash between herdsmen 
and host communities.

“Hence, if there is any 
problem there is a line of 
communication through 
which they could be re-
solved. If we don’t integrate 
them, they are still passing 
by and they are destroying 
your produce, it becomes 
more difficult for us to do 
anything.

So, we have to be broad-
minded and look at the is-
sues rationally with opened 
mind. We need them, they 
need us and they are of 
some economic benefit to 
us just as we are to them. 
All that is needed is for us to 
look at the nagging problem 
areas,” he explained.

According to him, “The 
ranch system is as old as 
before the old republic. 
Obudu Cattle Ranch was 
established in the 50s by Sir 
Ahmadu Bello with similar 
purpose as the colony but 
was not improved upon. 

“If we buy into the State 
Government’s proposal 
we would have started the 
process of modernising the 
rearing of cattle. All that is 
needed is to appreciate the 
wisdom in the policy.”

SUNDAYBD 2 Sunday 25 February 2018C002D5556

 Bello

has done fairly well in its 
fight against corruption, 
he however, said: “There 
are unfortunate develop-
ments that put a stain on his 
fight against corruption. I 
refuse to accept this idea of 
selective prosecution. I am 
confounded about devel-
opments in his government.

“He cannot defend what 
happened in the case of 
Babachir Lawal; there’s 
no defence and even up 
till now President Buhari 
and his presidency cannot 
respond to how Maina of 
the Pension scheme found 
himself in office as director, 
to the extent that his own 
attorney general went to 
meet Maina in Dubai. That 
spoke volume of the rot in 
the government, and that 
was impactful.

“Then I became extreme-
ly worried, disturbed and 
disappointed when Presi-
dent Buhari sent the name 
of Magu to the Senate to be 
confirmed as chairman of 
the EFCC, another arm of 
the presidency called DSS, 
sent a ridiculous, false state-
ment against Magu to the 
Senate that was looking for 
a way to hang Magu, and up 
till today Magu has been left 
there being mocked. That 
suggested quite frankly 
that the President Buhari 
that we knew has not been 
in charge of the presidency 
again. He is presiding over 
a divided presidency. And 
quite a number of other 
things have been happening 
that cannot be explained.”

Accusing the President 
of running an ethnic agen-
da and pursuing a sectar-
ian course, Opadokun said:  

Continued from page 1 “Come to think of it, I never 
imagined that it will come 
in my life time that the Ni-
gerian security and intel-
ligence will fail abysmally 
and will pretentiously not to 
be able to deter herdsmen 
from killing and exterminat-
ing communities from their 
land and taking over their 
land and the Nigerian state 
has failed to be able stop it 
and stamp it out completely 
inspire of the loud promises 
made by President Buhari. 

I even wonder why the 
Nigerian presidency has 
led itself to be so distrusted 
when his own minister of 
defence, his own interior 
(internal affairs) and the In-
spector-General of Police 
claimed that the events in 
Taraba, Benue, Nasarawa 
and Adamawa were com-
munal clashes. Ordinarily, 
if there is sense of justice, 
equity and fairness; in this 
age, if there was nothing 
behind it; if there was noth-
ing more to it; if there were 
no personal interests resid-
ing in the Nigerian security 
and intelligence and the 
presidency, all those ones 
ought to have been retired 
immediately to assure Ni-
gerians that we are still 
together.

“But come to think of it 
how will that happen when 
you have a Nigerian secu-
rity council where the presi-
dent who presides over is 
from Katsina; the director 
of state security is from 
Katsina, and you also now 
have the newly appointed 
director-general of Nigeria 
Intelligence Agency also 
from Katsina. With all these 
how can other people from 
other parts of the country 
be assured that they are 
safe?”



News 

IFEOMA OKEKE

Jabi lake mall deepen retail, 
entertainment experience for shoppers  

In affirmation of its as-
piration to deepen the 
retail and entertain-
ment experience of 

shoppers, Jabi Lake Mall 
has announced that a lucky 
shopper stand a chance to 
win a trip for two to Dubai 
sponsored by Emirates 
Holidays. 

According to the firm, 
the winning couple will be 

 He also said the mall 
partnered with Nettetal 
Luxury, Abuja’s top furni-
ture and interior design 
store, to create a Love 
Lounge / Exhibition where 
shoppers who shopped 
at the mall could partici-
pate in giveaways to win 
fun prizes and also were 
eligible to win a Golden 
Ticket to the Jabi Lake 
Mall / Nettetal Cocktail 
Event where they would 
be hosted to music, glass-

hosted at one of Dubai’s 
best hotels and be given 
romantic evenings with a 
desert safari in the dunes 
among other activities 
within the package worth 
$5000.

 Richard Vedelago, mar-
keting manager of the mall, 
explained that to stand a 
chance to win, all shoppers 
had to is shop at the mall 
and spend N10,000 in one 
of the participating stores 
within the mall.

After one year of 
taking over Arik 
Air, the House of 
Representatives 

Committee on Banking and 
Currency has expressed 
satisfaction with the level of 
efforts the Assets Manage-
ment Corporation Nigeria 
(AMCON) is making to 
stabilize the airline.

Jones Onyereri, chairman 
of the committee,  made the 
position of the House known 
on Friday after an oversight 
visit to the airline’s office in 
Murtala Mohammed Air-
port 2 in Ikeja, Lagos.

Onyereri, who informed 
that the committee has 
looked at the issues sur-
rounding Arik Air holistically, 
stressed that, as it stands, 
they will be able to give their 
wise counsel as a commit-
tee and then as National 
Assembly.

“We are satisfied with 
what we have seen. I think 
we are impressed, at least 
we have seen,” Onyere-
ri said. Noting that many 
people are thinking that it is 
the issue of corruption and 
embezzlement and all that, 
Onyereri equally pointed out 
that, in the case of AMCON 
takeover of Arik, there was 
nothing of such.

es of champagne, canapes 
and an evening of love 
and fun.

 According to him, “The 
mall stores also offer pro-
motions to ensure the peo-
ple of Abuja could benefit 
from the mall’s amazing 
stores. The mall’s beauty, 
high fashion stores and res-
taurants offerings, were all 
activated to make shop-
pers look and feel like the 
stars they were.

 “We as a mall love giv-
ing back to our shoppers 
and we feel these amazing 
initiatives will give a few of 
our lucky shoppers the op-
portunity to do something 
so very special for their 
loved ones”.

 These are only but a few 
of a series of initiatives the 
mall did to give back to its 
shoppers,  with monthly 
raffles and its shoppers 
already winning Apple 
IPad’s, HP Laptops, Sam-
sung Phones and a 55 Inch 
Haier Thermocool Televi-
sion as prizes.

 The mall has seen re-
cord numbers in footfall 
this year as it sets out to 
become Nigeria’s premier 
retail and entertainment 
destination and with the 
spreading of love, one can-
not dispute this will be-
come a reality.

Th e  b o a r d  o f 
O d u ’a  I n v e s t -
ment Company 
has embarked on  
transformation 

and repositioning of the 
entire group so as to make 
it the engine room for eco-
nomic development of the 
South West. 

The Board led by its newly 
appointed Chairman, Olu-
sola Akinwumi who dis-
closed this during a consulta-
tive meeting held with Past 
Group Managing Directors/
CEOs said the new board is 
ready to take the company 
to the enviable position of 
the economic engine of the 
South West as envisioned by 
the founding fathers.

Present at the meeting 
that took place at the Com-
pany’s Group Headquarters, 
Cocoa House, Ibadan were 
the current board members 
of Odu’a and Past GMD/
CEOs led by F. O. Mogaji 
who was at the helms of 
affairs from 1979 - 1983,  
Olufemi Adewumi, 1990 - 
1993,  Remi Omotoso,1998 
- 2004 and  Adebayo Jimoh, 
2005 - 2014

In a release signed by the 
Company’s Head of Corpo-
rate Affairs, Victor Ayetoro, 

AKInrEMI FEyIsIpO, IbAdAn 
the consultative meeting 
provided a platform for 
robust discourse among 
the Past GMD/CEOs and 
the current Board of Di-
rectors on issues ranging 
from continuous growth of 
the Company’s portfolio, 
diversification, increase in 
revenue sources and the 
need to leverage on its 
arable farmland for inte-
grated agricultural value 
chain businesses. Other 
issues discussed were on 
Power, integrated trans-
port, oversight functions 

at Subsidiary, governance, 
discipline among staff and 
unity of purpose between 
the Management and the 
Board. Emphasis was placed 
on the need for Human Capi-
tal Development as well as 
Sustainability to match up 
with competitiveness in the 
business environment.

The Ex-GMDs and Odu’a 
Board while pledging their 
support and commitment 
to the progress and sustain-
ability of the Odu’a group, 
promised to work as a team 
and in the overall interest 

and growth of the Yoruba 
Heritage in order to move 
the Company to its enviable 
height.

The forum of Ex-GMD/
CEO was thereafter con-
stituted to render advisory 
services to the Board as need 
arises based on terms of 
reference to be agreed upon.  

The Chairman of Odu’a,  
Olusola Akinwumi however 
noted that the meeting was a 
unique opportunity to bridge 
the wide gap between the 
old and new Managers of the 
Conglomerate.

Odu’a set to reposition for economic development 

“We need to watch that, 
but so far, we can tell you 
that we are impressed be-
cause there are no signs of 
such. But as we watch that, 
they need to also guide them 
to make sure that we don’t 
run into that temptation,” 
he said.

On the debt profile hang-
ing on the neck of the airline, 
he stated that though they 
are worried about the debt, 
they are also eager to get out 
of that quagmire.

“We were worried about 
huge debt profile, we are 
eager to get out of that quag-
mire. We are here to encour-
age them, if you look at the 
amendment in the AMCON 
Act, we have provision for 
a period they would be un-
der receivership. We have 
the receiver manager and 
secondly for the receiver 
manager to bring out a well 
thought out plan on how 
to rehabilitate Arik, at least 
within three months. That 
is the plan and then within 
one year to get them out of 
the woods. If they can’t get 
them out of the wood. At 
least to stabilize them in a 
way you are sure that Arik 
will be profitable. That is 
why we are here because 
that is primary responsibility. 
From what we have seen so 
far, there is hope for Arik”, 
Onyereri added. 

??

NASS says satisfied with AMCON 
over developments at Arik Air

L-R: Jafaru Damulak, director; Wolfgang Goetsch, managing director; Bella Disu, director; and 
Gladys Talabi, director, all of Julius Berger Nigeria Plc, at the Corporate Governance Rating 
Systems (CGRS), certification ceremony for companies and directors at The Civic Centre, Lagos.

Students of Bethesda 
Home for the Blinds, 
Mushin, Lagos were 
among the lucky 

beneficiaries of the MTN 
Foundation humanitarian 
aids as the telecommunica-
tion giant officially visited 
the special school and made 
donations of various food 
stuffs to assist the students 
with visual impairment. The 
items donated were: bags 
of rice, beverages, cereals, 
vegetables oil, noodles, de-
tergents, yams, etc

Coincidentally, the visit 
was on the Valentine Day 
of Wednesday February 14, 
2018, a day love was in the 
air universally. The presence 
of MTNF at the home was 
very welcomed by the blind 
students who felt a sense of 
belonging.

Currently across the 36 
states of the federation, 
MTNF Foundation; an ini-
tiative arm of the telecoms 
giant designed to carry out 
corporate social responsi-
bility project of the com-
pany, has been   going about 
doing good, as it touches 
the lives of people in many 
ways.

At  Be t h e s d a ,  M T N F 
showed love and care to 
the blind students thus ap-
preciating the challenges 
they face, especially in the 
face of the current economic 

downturn the country and 
promised to always give 
support to the home.

Senator Oluremi Tunubu 
who is a trustee of Bethesda 
Home for the Blind, nominat-
ed the school on the MTN 
priority list to be among the 
beneficiaries of the tele-
communication company’s 
largesse.

The serving Senator, 
spoke through her repre-
sentative, Olamide Eshin-
lokun. She extolled MTNF 
for reaching out to Bethesda 
in order to provide humani-
tarian aids to the home and 
urged the company to sus-
tain the gesture.

Se n a t o r  Tu n u b u  a c -
knowledged the service 
which the management of 
the home is rendering to 
improve the educational 
needs of blind students and 
encouraged the institution 
to remain focused.

Officials and staff of 
MTN graced the presenta-
tion ceremony in their tradi-
tional yellow shirts to show 
their cultural identity.

Amazingly, the blind stu-
dents of Bethesda enter-
tained the guests as they 
demonstrated their talents 
musically. It was surprising 
to see them perform live mu-
sic with gospel songs. Miss 
Queen Anuchaogu, captain 
of the students was the lead 
vocalist. She sang in such in 
such a sensational manner 
that attracted all eyes.

MTN extends corporate social 
responsibility blind students

KELECHI EWUZIE

ObInnA EMELIKE

3Sunday 25 February 2018 C002D5556 SUNDAYBD 

L-R:  Abiola Ajayi, company secretary, Odu’a Investment Co. Ltd;  Remi Omotoso, Ex-GMD;  
Sikiru Tae Lawal, director;  F.O. Mogaji; Ex-GMD; Olusola Akinwumi, chairman; Adewale Raji; 
GMD; Tajudeen Ola Bello, director; Femi Adewumi, Ex-GMD; Adepeju Esan, director; Adebayo 
Jimoh; Ex-GMD &  Segun Ojo, director at a consultative meeting with past GMDs held recently 
at Cocoa House, Ibadan.
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News 
Mauritius, Cape Verde, 
others ahead of Nigeria in 
democracy index

Analysts say Bindow’s ‘stomach infrastructure’ 
programme in Adamawa yielding fruits

When in December 
last year Governor 
Muhammadu Umar 
Jibrilla Bindow, while 

signing into law the 2018 Budget 
of N177.9 billion at a ceremony 
in Government House, Yola, Ad-
amawa State, said his administra-
tion would give priority attention 
to empowerment in 2018, many 
may have taken it as mere political 
statement, particularly for a gover-
nor who is aspiring to re-contest 
in 2019.

It appears that the dream is com-
ing to reality and the government 
committed to doing just what it 
promised; some observers have 
said.

Bindow had noted that major-
ity of the indigenes of the state 
were living in abject poverty. He 
stated also that the huge budget of 
N117billion was mainly to reduce 

hunger and poverty.
He particularly targeted food 

infrastructure, as an empower-
ment programme which he said 
was going to be used as means of 
poverty alleviation.

To make good his promise, Bin-
dow released the sum of N500mil-
lion for the empowerment project; 
about N20 million to each of the 25 
state lawmakers for constituency 
projects.

Indigenes of the state are being 
encouraged through the means of 
this empowerment programme 
to engage in petty trading that will 
serve as a source of reliance which 
they can use for their personal 
development.

Some were given financial as-
sistance for startup businesses.

Today, observers say that it 
has been a healthy competition 
in Adamawa members of the 
State House of Assembly try to 
outdo one another in delivering 
the democracy dividends to their 
constituents.

Lanatu Joy SheLton 

The member representing Mubi 
South Constituency in the House 
was quoted as saying that his 
constituency share has gone to em-
powerment/stomach infrastruc-
ture in tune with the state govern-
ment focus this time around.

The lawmaker further said that 
he gave out N10,000 each to 3,000 
members of his constituency to 
start up petty businesses and that 
he also paid NECO fee for 170 stu-
dents while 404 students received 
N5,000 each as bursary in addition 
to buying  chalk and books for 
some schools in his constituency.

The state government, in the 
new spirit of empowerment, has 
also determined that there would 
be prompt payment of salaries.

“Payment of salary is highly im-
portant to individuals as without it 
life tends to be uneasy. Individuals 
need salaries and their wages to 
pay for their day to day expenses, 
therefore, if their salary is delayed, 
it can lead to anti-social behav-
iours in society,” an analyst who 
preferred to be anonymous said.

“Governor Bindow is empow-
ering the indigenes through pay-
ment of salaries owed by the past 
administration which was headed 
by Murtala Nyako,” the observer 
further said.

Nigeria, Africa’s largest 
economy, was ranked 
109th out of 165 coun-
tries in the world’s de-

mocracy index, according to the 
Economist report released earlier 
in February.

This represents a drop in the 
country’s previous ranking, accord-
ing to BDSUNDAY analysis of the 
country’s democracy score from 
2006-2017.

Based on the report, Nigeria 
recorded the highest score in 2015 
as against other years, scoring 4.62 
out of a total of 10 marks. In 2016, 
the index score decreased to 4.50, 
and also in 2017, it decreased to 
4.44.

The index was based on five cat-
egories which included electoral 
process and pluralism, functioning 
of government, political partici-
pation, political culture, and civil 
liberties.

Different countries were scored 
over 10 based on these categories. 
Despite the country being the larg-
est economy in Africa, it lagged be-
hind fewer developing countries, 
scoring 4.44

“Nigeria runs a hybrid regime as 
against other countries which run 
a full democracy or authoritarian 
regime where elections have sub-
stantial irregularities that often pre-
vent them from being both free and 
fair and government pressures on 
opposition parties and candidates 
may be common,” The Economist 
said in the report.

The top five countries that 
scored the highest in these cat-
egories were Mauritius, which 
scored 8.22, Cape Verde scored 
7.88, Botswana scored 7.81, South 
Africa scored 7.24, and Ghana 
scored 6.69.

The top five countries that 
scored the lowest were Guinea- 
Bussau (1.98), Equatorial Guinea 
(1.81), Congo (1.61), Central 
Africa Republic (1.52), and Chad 
(1.50).

Reacting to this development, 
Isaac Nwaogwugwu, senior lec-
turer in the Department of Eco-
nomics, University of Lagos, said, 
“If you look at the democratic 
principles, yes you can say there 
are political parties, no doubt. 
They conduct elections which 
are the key things to determine 
democratic system, but when 
you take into consideration the 
literacy level, participation of 
voters, satisfaction of voters and 
deliverance from democratic 
governance, you will discover that 
Nigeria is not in any of the above 
indicators mentioned.”

Dolapo Ashiru, CEO, Mega Capi-
tal Financial Services Limited, said 
for Nigeria to improve on its rank-
ing on the index, elections in the 
country have to be free and fair.

“The 2015 elections was a case 
study for, or was the best in our 
electoral calendar because for the 
first time an opposition person 
won the free and fair elections,” 
Ashiru said.

“We found out that a lot of issues 
are still being addressed. First, all 
the people that delivered the pre-
vious elections in 2015 resigned. 
But so far INEC has not been able 
to give us that confidence because 
the few elections we had since Jega 
left have not been conclusive,” he 
said.

BunMI BaILey

Nigeria more divided now than ever – Peter Obi

Peter Obi, a former gov-
ernor of Anambra State, 
has raised the alarm that 
Nigeria was today more 

divided along ethnic and religious 
lines than at any other period in its 
chequered history.

Obi, who made the observation 
in an exclusive interview with 
BusinessDay, lamented that the 
biggest challenge facing Nigeria 
today was lack of unity, saying that 
everyone in the country was look-
ing at what to get out of Nigeria, 
how the country has favoured his/
her area and not about what has 
happened to other people.

According to him, many people 
from the Northern part of the 
country today are just concerned 
about how it is their turn to rule, 
fuelling the mindset that Nigeria 
would cease to exist if the presi-
dency goes to another part of the 
country in 2019.

The attitude of President Mu-
hammadu Buhari since he came 
to power in 2015, Obi said, also 
seems to have further torn the 
country apart as his appointments 
were skewed in favour of the 
North, creating the impression 
that good leaders could only be 
found in the North.

Those in the Middle Belt, the 
former governor said, see them-
selves as “bush meat” for herds-
men. The wanton killing of in-
digenes of Benue State and the 
seeming unwillingness on the 
part of the Federal Government 
to stem the ugly tide may have 
provoked the Middle Beltans to 
begin to review their sense of 
belonging, thus questioning their 
commitment to the unity of the 
entire country.

The former governor also noted 
that the South-South people, 
though they have had a shot at 
the presidency through Goodluck 
Jonathan, appear to be worried 
that they are increasingly being 
shortchanged by the powers 
that be. This is manifested in the 

renewed agitation for resource 
control.

Many people of the South-
South extraction are not happy 
that the Buhari administration 
which, shortly after its inaugura-
tion flagged off the Ogoni cleanup, 
appears to have abandoned the 
project. The militants of the Niger 
Delta, who surrendered their guns 
during the administration of the 
late Umaru Musa Yar’Adua, at one 
time or the other threatened to 
pick their arsenals once again over 
allegations of neglect and breach 
of contracts with the militants.

The South West, although Presi-
dent Buhari received huge sup-
port from the geo-political zone, 
seem not to be so happy with the 
administration.

The South East is obviously 
n o t  h a p p y  w i t h  t h e  p r e s e n t 
government over the alleged 
marginalisation of the zone. The 
anger is manifested in the agi-
tation for Biafra. The renewed 
agitation by the members of the 
proscribed Indigenous People of 
Biafra (IPOB) was a result of the 
pronouncement by President 
Buhari that he was not going 
to give those who gave him 5 
percent votes the same atten-
tion with those that gave him 
97 percent.

True to his threat, President Bu-
hari has through his appointments 
marginalised the Igbo nation, 
hence the anger.

Recall also that there had been 
religious killings of some Igbo peo-
ple in the North since 2015, the 
perpetrators of which were not 
prosecuted. The quit notice that 
was served the Igbo living in any 
part of the North by the Arewa 
Youths sometime last year also 
worsened the age-long enmity 
existing between the North and 
South-East.

The former governor, who is 
touted to be nursing a vice presi-
dential ambition, said govern-
ment needed to be more decisive 
by halting forthwith all its ac-
tions and inactions that may have 
dragged the country to its sordid 
current state.  

 ChukS oLuIgBo

P&G partners MercyCorp, reaffirms 
commitment to  girl-child sexual hygiene  

Procter and Gamble (P&G) 
has partnered with Mercy-
Corp, reaffirming its com-
mitted to enhancing the 

hygiene of the Nigerian girl-child.
Both firms made the commit-

ment at a commemorative event 
marking 25th anniversary of P&G 
in Abuja.

Speaking recently in Abuja , 
George Nassar, managing direc-
tor of P&G Nigeria, said the part-
nership by both companies was 
geared towards enhancing girls’ 
knowledge and practice around 
reproductive health through train-
ing and provision of sanitary kits for 
girls in schools. 

“This significant intervention 
is targeted at enhancing  girls’ 
knowledge and practice around 
reproductive health through life 
skills training, provision of emer-
gency sanitary kits and mobilisa-
tion of stakeholders’ support for 
menstrual hygiene management 
for girls in school,” Nassar said.

Nassar, who reaffirmed the 
commitment of P&G to the Ni-
gerian economy, explained at the 

25th anniversary that the firm 
was committed to giving back 
to the Nigerian society, having 
so far employed about 5,000 
people directly and indirectly, 
adding that the social activities of 
P&G affected over three million 
Nigerians annually in health and 
education programmes. 

“Our organisation is committed 
to giving back to the society. We 
have touched and impacted lives 
of Nigerian consumers through 
various citizenship programs. P&G 
has employed about 5,000 people 
directly and indirectly with Nige-
rians making up over 98 percent 
of our managers locally and some 
on international assignments,” 
Nassar said.

“Our social investments touch 
over three million Nigerians annu-
ally, both in health and education 
programmes.”

Tolulope Adedeji, P&G Nigeria 
brand and commercial director, in 
her speech, stated that according 
to the United Nations report, one 
in 10 girls in Africa dropped out of 
school due to challenges surround-
ing menstrual period, stressing 
that there was a strong need to 
empower the girl-child through 
education which built confidence 
and knowledge in them.

haRRISon eDeh & 
CynthIa egBoBoh, abuja

Bindow

‘Recall for Men’ conference debuts in Lagos

Recall for Men, a live con-
ference targeted at pro-
viding the African man 
living in today’s urbane, 

competitive and demanding soci-
ety with insights and practical tools 
to enable him meet his revolving 
world with intention, clarity and 
sense of tenacity, is set to launch 
in Lagos.

The maiden event, which will 
hold at Balmoral Convention Cen-
tre, Federal Palace hotel on the 28th 
of April 2017 will be sectioned into 
four core elements which include 

the Master classes, conference, 
experiential exhibition and Food 
court and Music.

Yetunde Bernard, convener and 
visioner of the event, last week said 
that in today’s world, so much at-
tention are directed to woman and 
the men folks are constantly been 
left out because of the assumption 
that men can fix their problems by 
themselves.

This development, Bernard 
said, brought about the initiative 
of the Recall for Men conference, 
which is a resource centre for men 
to develop themselves and for 
those who are already developed 
to help others find a place for 
expression.

IFeoMa okeke



Th e  r a p p r o c h e -
ment last Sunday 
b e t w e e n  f o r m e r 
president Oluse-
gun Obasanjo and 

former president Goodluck 
Jonathan clearly underscored 
t h e  s a y i n g  t h a t  i n  p o l i t i c s 
there is no permanent foe or 
friend but permanent inter-
est.

Th e  r e c o n c i l i a t i o n  w a s 
made at a luncheon in Jona-
than’s country home in Ogbia, 
Bayelsa State. Obasanjo had 
said that without reconcilia-
tion, peace and unity would 
continue to elude the nation.

Recall that Jonathan had 
visited the Ota , Ogun State 
home of Obasanjo once after 
his defeat in 2015, the return 
visit by Obasanjo, analysts 
say may have indicated that 
the rapprochement was now 
complete.

At a church service at the 
Anglican Church, Ogbia Dio-
cese, they both urged Nigeri-
ans to draw a lesson of toler-
ance from both the homily by 
the Vicar, Bishop Aye Oruwori 
and the dance performance 
by a group of youngsters bor-
dering on unity in diversity.

Obasanjo said: “God who 
knows the end from the be-
ginning knew that this day will 
come to pass. What touches 
me most in this service is the 
children dressing in the attire 
of different cultures, tribes and 
tongues in Nigeria. That under-
pins the homily he (the Bishop) 
gave to us: reconciliation.”

Th e  t w o  l e a d e r s  p a r t e d 
w a y s  i n  2 0 1 4  b e f o r e  t h e 
2015 presidential election. 
Obasanjo had on December 
11, 2013 written an 18-page 
letter to Jonathan, accusing 
him of lying, destroying Ni-
geria, promoting corruption, 
among others. He detailed his 
grounds of disappointment 
with Jonathan.

In response also, Jonathan 
had expressed surprise that 
his political godfather, so to 
s p e a k ,  c o u l d  w r i t e  s u c h  a 
scathing open letter to him.

At the time of the letter, 
Obasanjo had begun to make 
statements alluding to the 
fact that he would not help 
him, Jonathan, to do his job 
having secured him a job. He 
had claimed that Sule Lamido, 
a former governor of Jigawa 
State had the necessary quali-
ties and capabilities to lead 
the country, giving an indica-
tion that he was rooting for 
Lamido.

In May 2014, Obasanjo had 
given an indication that he 
was completely withdrawing 

Obasanjo and Jonathan

his support from the Jona -
than administration and PDP 
government when he made 
himself conspicuously absent 
at a mid-term report event of 
the then administration; he 
instead travelled to Jigawa 
State for an Economic Summit 
in Dutse.

While delivering his key-
n o t e  a d d r e s s  a t  t h e  o p e n -
ing ceremony of a three-day 
event, Obasanjo said:  “You 
know you can help somebody 
to get a job but you cannot 
help him to do it. If somebody 
cannot do the job, we have 
Sule Lamido who is compe-
tent to do the job.

“Some people are saying 
one person can’t make chang-
es; this is rubbish. If you have a 
competent person who knows 
where he is going to, he can 
make changes along with his 
team that would impact the 
lives of people as we have 
seen it in Jigawa State.”

Obasanjo further said of 
La m i d o :  “ G i v e n  h i s  b a c k -
g r o u n d ,  p e r f o r m a n c e  a n d 
credibility, he is competent. 
W i t h  h i s  e x p o s u r e ,  h e  c a n 
stand shoulder to shoulder 
with anybody.

“If it is the wish of the peo-
ple, it is okay. He did not tell 
me he is wishing but being the 
wish of the people let’s wait 
and see. Based on his track 
record, would you say he is not 
competent?”

“Our hope is to produce 
f u t u r e  l e a d e r s  w h o  w o u l d 
grow up with one Nigeria in 
their subconscious, commit-
ted and patriotic, those who 
understand that self is not 
good enough.”

The lambasting of Jonathan 
o n  o n e  h a n d  a n d  e n d o r s e -
ment of Lamido on the other 
had riled Jonathan and some 
other chieftains of the party. 

They consequently accused 
Obasanjo of being the brain 
behind the crisis within the 
party.

The strained relationship 
came to a head when Obasan-
jo decided to dump the PDP, 
making a show of it with the 
public shredding of his mem-
bership card.

After his clean exit from 
the PDP, the APC decided to 
seek his support and got it, 
although Bola Ahmed Tinubu, 
the arrowhead of the broom 
party, was once Obasanjo’s 
political foe when the former 
was governor of Lagos State. 
Obasanjo had withheld the 
federal allocations due for 
Lagos because of Tinubu’s 
decision not to go back on the 
motley local councils he cre-
ated that were not recognised 
by the Federal Government.

In a move pundits inter-
preted to mean an attempt to 
rub in his dislike for Jonathan’s 

style, Obasanjo adopted Ti-
nubu and his party wholesale 
and gave his tacit  support 
for President Muhammadu 
Buhari, even though he was 
not a card-carrying member 
of the APC.

It would be recalled that 
Jonathan was the creation of 
Obasanjo as the latter drafted 
the Bayelsa-born politician to 
pair with the later Yar’Adua 
in the 2007 presidential elec-
tion. Jonathan, it  would be 
recalled lost to Buhari in 2015.

To d a y ,  o b s e r v e r s  s a y 
that the romance between 
Obasanjo and the APC/Bu-
hari may have ended, hence 
the move by Obasanjo to seek 
reconciliation.

“Obasanjo is a typical poli-
t i c i a n  t h a t  k n o w s  h o w  t o 
play the game to feather his 
o w n  n e s t .  W h e n  a  s y s t e m 
does not favour him he finds 
a way to incite the masses 
against such a regime. Why 
did he dump Jonathan? It is 
simply because Jonathan did 
not surrender the instrument 
of power to him. He has now 
moved against APC and Presi-
dent Buhari; he is looking for 
a replacement. He does not 
have a lasting attraction. He 
j u s t  u s e s  t h e m  a s  c a n n o n 
fodder. Mark it, whoever he 
is rooting for now will soon 
become an enemy,” an analyst 
who craved anonymity said.

Since 2015, Nigerians have 
b e e n  g n a s h i n g  t h e i r  t e e t h 
over perceived maladminis-
tration by the APC-led gov-
ernment. 2019 presents an 
ample opportunity to make 
the much-awaited change, 
by simply choosing to vote 
correctly.

Ti m o t h y  At t i m ,  a  g r a s s -
r o o t s  p o l i t i c i a n  i n  o n e  o f 
the South-south states, ex-
pressed sadness at the se-

lection process of leaders in 
Nigeria , which he said was 
responsible for the too many 
p o l i t i c a l  g o d f a t h e r s  i n  t h e 
country.

“ I n  a  b e t t e r  r u n  d e m o c -
racy where government is 
voted in by the electorate 
and not by a few individual’s 
endorsement, you don’t see 
anybody carrying himself as 
a tin-god. A situation where 
a cabal anoints someone and 
presents such a person for 
election is not democracy. 
That’s why the likes of for-
mer president Obasanjo can 
throw their weight around,” 
Attim said.

Ac c o r d i n g  t o  h i m ,  “ We 
would have less problem with 
leadership if we learn to reject 
bad leaders at the polls; by 
not voting them at all. That’s 
what Tom (Thomas Kennedy) 
Wo l f e ,  a  f o r m e r  Am e r i c a n 
journalist and novelist, pre-
scribed when said: ‘It is very 
comforting to believe that 
leaders who do terrible things 
are, in fact, mad. That way, all 
we have to do is make sure 
we don’t just put psychotics 
in high places and we’ve got 
the problem solved.’”

“I have followed Obasan-
j o ’s  m e t h o d  o f  o p e r a t i o n . 
Once he begins to nurse a 
hatred for a government or a 
leader, he becomes paranoid. 
He puts all  his efforts into 
removing such leader or top-
pling such an administration. 
He begins to compile the fail-
ings of that leader and he does 
not stop at that, he suggests 
a replacement. When he was 
tired of Jonathan, he went for 
Lamido.

“Along the line, he settled 
for Buhari and the APC. Now 
he seems to be tired with the 
APC and Buhari, he has turned 
h i s  s e a r c h l i g h t  o n  a  ‘ Th i r d 
Force’ and younger person to 
take over leadership from the 
geriatrics. He is a master strat-
egist. Now, he has gone back 
to make peace with Jonathan. 
Perhaps, he thrives on the 
gullibility of Nigerians,” Attim, 
who is an anthropologist, said.

Pundits say that the les-
s o n  i n  t h e  f e n c e - m e n d i n g 
between the two men must 
not be lost on political aides 
and cronies to politicians who 
unnecessarily attract enmity 
to themselves by lack of tact 
in handling their briefs.

“I think, it is a lesson for 
over-ego political aides and 
jobbers who hurl insults at po-
litical foes of their principals 
without being tactful. Most 
times, when these politicians 
settle their differences such 
aides are not usually there. It 
is a big lesson,” Lawson Ikem, 
a public affairs analyst, said.
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Enemies today, friends tomorrow
ZEBULON AGOMUO

…the story of Obasanjo-Jonathan fence-mending

Our hope is to 
produce future 

leaders who 
would grow 
up with one 

Nigeria in their 
subconscious, 

committed and 
patriotic, those 

who understand 
that self is not 
good enough
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Buhari has failed himself, his  family and Nigeria - Onovo
MARTIN ONOVO, a trained Petroleum Engineer and former presidential candidate of the National Conscience Party (NCP) in the 2015 general election, is not 
known to sandpaper issues, he speaks straight and calls a spade by its proper name. When it comes to national issues, he does not suffer fools gladly. In this 
exclusive interview, on the state of the nation, with ZEBULON AGOMUO, Editor, Onovo ex-rays the Muhammadu Buhari administration and the All Progressives 
Congress (APC) government, alleging very strongly that they have destroyed Nigeria and that it will take many years to clean up the mess that the current 
administration has inflicted on the body polity in less than three years in the saddle. Excerpts:

You contested the presi-
dency in 2015 on the NCP 
platform. May we know of 
you still have the interest 
to contest again in 2019?

O yes, I still have the interest. 

Then what are we likely to see in the 
days ahead?
Well, if I confirm my interest I will initiate 
the process after the Easter celebration.

Right now, I need to go on a spiritual 
retreat, particularly in this period of Lent 
to seek the face of God about my inter-
est. If that is successful, I will initiate the 
process. I will start the consultations, 
starting with my party members and 
this time it is not going to be a strictly 
party thing as it was in 2015. We are 
already involved in a coalition. We are 
going to seek even a broader coalition. 
We are otherwise affiliated with the 
Coalition of Nigeria Movement led by 
former Chief Obasanjo; we are going 
to network with all other groups. This is 
because I think the national consensus 
can be built around Obasanjo’s public 
statement.

Assuming you receive the nod from 
the spiritual angle and your party; 
what do you think are those specific 
things you will be doing to achieve 
victory this time around?
Well, it is every simple. This time we 
will try to make it less-competitive, less 
contentious by reaching out to all the 
other groups including the ruling party. 
The ruling party has failed woefully, so 
it is not about adversary or contention it 
is about let’s reason together. What do 
they have to lose if we can initiate and 
establish the new Nigeria with a new 
government? Is it not better for every 
Nigeria, including they, themselves? So, 
we are going to reach out to everybody, 
not just other opposition parties; not 
just movements, particularly the Coali-
tion for Nigeria Movement.

The political space is being heated up 
with endorsements. People are en-
dorsing some others and many others 
are positioning themselves to be en-
dorsed. What are your fears because 
a lot of things are already happening?
I have many fears. The first thing is that 
immediately after the 2015 inaugura-
tion of the present government, after 
about three months it became clear 
that the government is anti-Nigerians. 
Very clearly. And we raised the alarm; 
but the media frenzy did not allow that 
because when we raised this serious 
alarm people did not weigh it for its 
merits. They weighed it from a parochial 
perspective, ‘O, it is not our party’, ‘O 
because he lost the election’, and that 
is very unfortunate because the way 
to move the country is to weigh things 
by the merits so we can take the right 
decisions.

We had alleged then, correctly, that 
the current government was deliber-
ately trying to destroy Nigeria. And 
what was our logic then, that the pillars 
that held Nigeria together were being 
ferociously attacked by the govern-
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ment. The government was attacking 
our laws; the government was attacking 
national unity party the government 
was violating federal character; the 
government was acting with impunity; 
the constitution was being completely 
disregarded; and we raised that alarm 
early enough, but the media which some 
people want to misinterpret that I don’t 
like; the media is a partner, and I like the 
media; I am only calling on the media 
to live up to its constitutional role as a 
watchdog. I am not the one who gave 
the media that role and I have no author-
ity to give the media any role; but the 
Nigerian constitution gave them a role 
and they must live up to that role.

The media cannot abandon its role 
to the opposition parties, because the 
opposition parties have their own role. 
The role of the opposition parties is 
alternative policy positions and alter-
native candidates. That’s the role of 
the opposition. The role of the media is 
watchdog; to educate; to instruct and 
to watch governments.

The media cannot escape that role 

fitness of candidate. That’s how we know the 
right candidate. It is empirical. It can be seen. 
You don’t go and get a candidate that doesn’t 
have WAEC and think he can compete in this 
digital world. You don’t do that.

 Many people are worried that the opposi-
tion in Nigeria appears dead…?
Opposition is not dead. The media is hyping 
the ruling party because the ruling party has 
established, unpatriotically (with emphasis 
– unpatriotically) the most elaborate propa-
ganda network ever seen in Africa. And that’s 
what we are up against. They drown you with 
their misinformation, dis-information and 
sheer propaganda. What do you want the 
opposition to do? To buy AK47? No! That’s 
not opposition. What do we do; like I told 
you, the role of the opposition is alternative 
policy positions and alternative candidates. 
That’s what we do; that’s our role. We are 
not supposed to go to the streets and start 
a fight; we are not Boko Haram. You need to 
get the difference; we are playing our con-
stitutional role.

On insecurity, we have alternative policy 
position; on anti-corruption policy position; 

and then transfers its role to the op-
position parties. So, when I say it, they 
say ‘O, he doesn’t like the media, that 
cannot be true. The media is a critical 
partner for development, so the media 
has to understand and play its role be-
cause that role is critical for our national 
development.

If it doesn’t play its role, the country 
will collapse even if we do our best. So, 
if each segment of the society takes care 
of its own particular responsibility, then 
the country will do better. That’s how it 
is. So, it is critical that the media aligns 
itself to our constitutional develop-
ment imperative and plays its role as 
the fourth (4th) arm of government, 
which is critical.

The 4th arm of government it is the 
media. These are the emphases we 
want to make and if we all do that it is 
not about whether Onovo is the presi-
dent, it is about whether we have the 
right president. And how do we know 
the right president?  It is the vision, the 
integrity, the moral competence, the 
mental competence, and the medical 
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in energy; in economy, we have our alternative 
policy position. If the media does not project 
it to the populace, there’s no opposition party 
that has the capacity to do so. So, it is unfair to 
say that the opposition is dead when we are 
there doing and playing our constitutional role 
and the media refuses to project our activities. 
It is not our fault it is the fault of the media that 
has refused to project our positions. We can-
not project our positions because we don’t 
have media platforms. It is that simple. 

Recently, two former presidents wrote to 
president Buhari to telling him to disembark 
and go home. Don’t you think that amount-
ed to infringing on his constitutional right 
to vote and be voted for?

No, what do you mean? He doesn’t have 
the right.

You mean he does not have the right to 
contest again in 2019?
What do you mean he has the right? Don’t 
you read the constitution? He needs to 
provide evidence that he has the minimum 
qualification to seek the office. We need to 
see the evidence that he has the West Afri-
can School Certificate (WASC) which is the 
minimum requirement. I will like to see the 
certificate myself.

 But he contested and won in 2015 even 
though the issue was raised then…?
That’s not the issue. It doesn’t matter if it was 
raised, the question is, has he been certified? 
It doesn’t matter whether it was raised at 
anytime. What do you mean it was raised? 
You want to waive a constitutional require-
ment? That’s what you’re saying? That is 
impunity. That is lawlessness; and that’s part 
of the problem.

But it wasn’t on that basis that Obasanjo 
and Babangida gave their advice?
You know that there was a court case and 
the court did not rule. And you know that the 
case was manipulated by the confession of 
Ibrahim Auta, a former Chief Justice of the 
Federal High Court. He has confessed that 
they deliberately adjourned sine die.

So, why should he get away with that? 
That’s subversion. That’s treasonable. It is 
about political power and leadership; it’s 
treasonable that they refused to try a case 
on its merit, by adjourning it till after elec-
tion. So, that’s mischief and it is treasonable 
mischief.

 So, you align with Obasanjo and Babagida’s 
advice that President Buhari  should go 
home after 2019 and not to seek a fresh 
term?
They didn’t say that; Chief Dr. Obasanjo 
didn’t say that. He gave his reasons, which 
are patriotic reasons and absolutely correct 
under any scenarios.

I am giving a reason. Chief Obasanjo did 
not say President Buhari is not qualified 

to seek a re-election; I am saying in 
additional to what Chief Obasanjo 
said which are correct; he is also not 
qualified until he produces that mini-
mum academic requirement. He says 
he has it, I am not saying he doesn’t 
have it, but let’s see it because INEC 
demanded for mine and I tendered it, 
so it becomes discriminatory against 
me and discrimination is against the 
constitution. INEC demanded for my 
own, otherwise I too would have said 
I have, and I won’t present it.

You have watched the APC-led Fed-
eral Government for close to three 
years and you said it has failed woe-
fully. May we, in specific terms, know 
those areas you think they have 
missed the mark?
Very simple. The first thing to start with 
is their own self-indictment. We have 
their published promises; one of which 
is three million jobs a year, published 
and signed by their national chairman.

Three million jobs a year, you should 
have nine million jobs. Instead of hav-
ing nine million jobs, officially they have 
lost nine million jobs which is a deficit 
of 18 million, the nine million that they 
promised and the nine million that 
were lost. So, it is not only they didn’t 
fulfill their promise, they went further 
to destroy.

That’s why I told you that the gov-
ernment is fighting to destroy this 
country. And that is a strong statement 
and I am making it with full conviction 
and without fear of contradiction be-
cause the evidence is there. Second, 
they promised you two new deep sea 
ports. Where are they? They promised 
you four million new homes in four 
years which is one million a year. Where 
are they? Have you seen any? They are 
still talking about getting a location 
where there’s not even budget. So, 
it is deceit; sheer deceit. The govern-
ment of the day is very self-defeating, 
extremely unpatriotic and to say that 
their performance is catastrophic is 
mild. It is very mild. Now let’s go to the 
next step. They promised you national 
security, in fact they said anti-corrup-
tion was their priority which shouldn’t 
be because security should be higher 
priority than anti-corruption, but be-
cause they had ulterior motive of us-
ing it to decimate the opposition they 
made it their principal priority, which is 
political corruption. But let take them 
one by one. There is no Nigerian who 
can honestly, with confidence, tell us 
that he feels more secure now than he 
was in January 2015; or in March 2015.

Now Boko Haram is still there clear-
ly; they are still attacking. The herds-
men are there; kidnapping that was a 

regional thing is now a national thing. 
Armed robbery is everywhere.

Then the most Satanic dimension 
of ritual killing particularly in APC-
controlled states, go and check it, 
police crime records – the APC states 
lead in ritual killings topped by Osun 
State, and reports say it is politicians 
and clergy (in quote), false prophets 
and false pastors- that  are involved. 
So security is clearly worsen from the 
indices that I have given and from the 
comments by the authorities because 
the National Assembly has raised the 
alarm over sexual crimes; the Inspec-
tor General of Police, the Chief law 
enforcement officer, has raised the 
alarm over the rise of kidnapping. 
You know how many hundreds and 
thousands of people that are now 
homeless because of herdsmen?

You know how many deaths we 
have recorded? We are less secure 
now. Please this is not partisan poli-
tics. These are hard patriotic facts for 
national development. Let us move to 
anti-corruption. I challenge my APC 

friends who say ‘Eh, give us credit on 
anti-corruption’:  but I say to them your 
anti-corruption is a pro-corruption not 
anti-corruption. You are deliberately 
(watch my choice of words); I know 
the meaning of words- deliberately- 
promoting corruption. Actions speak 
louder than words. The actions of the 
government speak louder than the 
words of the government. The word 
of the government is anti-corruption, 
the action of the government is pro-
corruption. And how did it speak? The 
clear message from the government is 
that ‘you can be as corrupt as you like 
as long as you can be one of us’; ‘Ok, 
even if you are not corrupt and you are 
not one of us we will label you corrupt’. 
That is pro-corruption. I don’t want 
to call names to personalise it. Two 
gubernatorial candidates of the APC 
under this regime are people indicted 
by the EFCC, what did they do? They 
made them their gubernatorial can-
didates. Let me go back to insecurity. 
May be you are not aware; that the 
so-called Don Wanny that terrorised 
Rivers State a few months back was 
an APC thug and now an APC state is 
giving amnesty to those thugs against 
2019. So, they are promoting insecurity 
and they want to destroy the country. 
The APC is deliberately destroying the 
country. I said it and I am saying it now 
with full conviction that this govern-
ment wants to destroy the country.

They are promoting insecurity; 
they are promoting lawlessness and 
they are deliberately destroying the 
economy.

How else can a country stand? They 
are dividing the people; what is going 
to bring the country together? You pro-
mote insecurity, you divide the people, 
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you destroy the economy, you rubbish 
our laws and our constitution.

So, you are among those who believe 
that the country is now more divided 
than ever?
Everybody agrees. The elder statesman, 
Lt-Gen Alani Akinrinade has said that 
publicly, not privately. And these were 
the people who fought the war when 
we thought we were divided. Chief Dr. 
Obasanjo has said that.

Apart from what others are saying, 
what is your take on that; do you be-
lieve it is a true reflection of things in 
the country at the moment?
It is clear; the facts are there; the country 
is now more divided. Anything you now 
say people want to interpret it from a 
parochial point of view, even if it is em-
pirical. Clear statistic is empirical. So let’s 
talk about the economic so, that I can 
produce that empirical economic data. 
I will use five criteria to evaluate the Ni-
gerian economy. And these are universal 
standards – GDP, unemployment rate, 
inflation, exchange rate and public debt. 
All have not only gone south, they have 
gone terribly south.

GDP terribly went bad that we offi-
cially entered a recession and stayed in 
recession for almost five quarters.  That’s 
how bad it is, with empirical evidence 
from government sources not from op-
position parties. The National Bureau of 
Statistics (NBS) confirmed this. Unem-
ployment like I said before, nine million 
jobs lost; it has never happened in this 
country; what can be worse than that? 
It has never happened in the history of 
Nigeria. Inflation, a painter of garri used 
to be N200 now it is N800. That’s the 
custard small bucket. That is 300percent 
increase. Have you ever seen a thing like 
this and this is a staple food; the price 
should not move. Government should 
do whatever it takes to keep the price 
stable. The misery index has risen; the 
poverty index has risen. Only a corrupt 
or a blind person will attempt to defend 
this country. So, that’s on inflation. Let’s 
talk about exchange rate. You met an 
exchange rate of about N197, now we 
are talking N360; excuse me sir; excuse 
me sir. You met fuel price of N87 now we 
are talking N200 actually. It is only N145 
in Lagos and Abuja; in Enugu it is N220; in 
Borno there are reports that it is N230 
and N240. In the filling station there you 
pay and get a receipt; I have a receipt 

for N220. If want to see them I produce 
them. The N145 that you are talking 
about is an artificial price maintained 
in Lagos and Abuja for political deceit 
and the difference goes to corruption. 
Don’t be deceived. Now, look at the final 
one, public debt. Total public debt has 
continued to double and government 
has continued to borrow recklessly 
and unpatriotically. And that’s why I say 
that there is a deliberate plan to destroy 
the country. Destroy its laws; destroy 
its economy; disunite the people and 
destroy the people through insecurity. 
That’s why I say there is a deliberate plan 
by government to destroy this country 
and I am shocked that it took Nigerians 
three years to realise that. I published 
it in 2015 that they are destroying our 
country. I can have dual citizenship. I 
used to have American working permit. 
I can relocate to Canada using the highly-
skilled person’s migration programme. I 
cannot be the worst hit in Nigeria but this 
is my country I am not a Canadian, I am a 
Nigerian. It is my responsibility given by 
God and man to defend this country; I 
cannot allow these people to destroy the 
future of over 200 million people. If the 
average Nigerian has my kind of resolve 
we will chase these people away.

Now you are talking about people hav-
ing your kind of resolve; what is your 
candid advice to the electorate as we 
go into the elections?
To me that’s not the priority. Do you 
know why? The electorate should go 
and vote but what’s the use of a vote 
that is not counted? So, it is about pa-
triotism. The ten thousand criminals 
that dominate politics in Nigeria cannot 
overwhelm 200 million of us. But what 
do they do? They divide us. They bribe 
law enforcement officials; they bribe 
media practitioners, they bribe INEC 
officials and the seize power. That’s what 
they do. They also recruit thugs to kill and 
intimidate those who oppose them. You 
go out to vote, and you are attacked by 
mob. It is an ‘arrangee’ thing. And they 
use the media to broadcast that your 
people have rejected you; it is not true. It 
is false. They hire criminal thugs to attack 
you; that’s what they do. And you have 
seen the desperation in Kaduna. Your 
party members, a faction that all you 
need to do is to make contact for recon-
ciliation; you went and demolished their 
secretariat. Has that happened before? 
No warning, no demolition notice? The 
office was established on Thursday, you 
demolished it on Monday. Three nights. 

Where is that done and you get away 
with it and some media people will tell 
you he’s the best material for governor-
ship. I am a Christian, if you go to the 
Bible, that’s one of the worst things that 
can happen to an individual in society. 
There’s a curse in the Bible- ‘woe to those 
who call evil good’. This government, 
after we made our presentations in 2015, 
the super-brilliant, Dr. Femi Aribisala, 
published an essay titled ‘The worst gov-
ernment in Nigeria’, since 2016, how is it 
that people cannot read and know that 
this is obvious.

Aribisala published it; is he a member, 
of the opposition? Is he also partisan?
He is a professional journalist. He is not a 
member of any political party or a mem-
ber of any opposition party to the best of 
my knowledge. So, why is it that Nigeria 
cannot recognise the tactics of these 
people because everybody is looking for 
what is in it for me, they don’t care about 
their wives, their children and their fu-
ture, they don’t care about their parents, 
their cousins and they don’t care about 
their countrymen, which is a perverted 
value system. Of course, once we come 
to the right philosophy, that if the society 
is good it is in my interest; when we come 
to that right philosophy, everybody will 
begin to defend the country just like the 
Americans defend America; because 
they realise that if America thrives they 
thrive. But in Nigeria, we have become 
very materialistic; very egoistic, very 
individualistic and very unscrupulous; 
which is why a governor can easily go 
and demolish the secretariat of the 
faction of his party. If he cannot rec-
oncile with them, the he should try to 
get more followers than them. That’s 
shows you the level of depravity that 
is entrenched in this society.

It was reported a few days ago that 
the 2019 elections may have been 
pre-rigged by the underage registra-
tion in some parts of the country; 
what is the opposition doing about 
it?
No, the elections have been rigged; 
don’t even go there; in the 2015 elec-
tion, two weeks before that election, 
a national newspaper published the 
result. I also went an announced that 
the elections had been pre-rigged, and 
a national newspaper carried it with 
the exact words that I used.

In Nigeria, where regional and reli-
gious interests are still strong, some 
candidates are strong in their regions 

and what did Jega’s INEC do? They 
disenfranchised fourteen (14) million 
people officially according to INEC. Sixty 
nine (69) million registered voters, but 
there were only fifty five (55) PVCs, 
14 million disenfranchised officially; 
the media did not raise alarm. The 14 
million that were disenfranchised were 
from regions that Jega and his INEC 
did not want to produce the president. 
Who has been dominating in power in 
Nigeria? The data cannot lie from 1960, 
October I, to May 2019 – the South 
East has produced a head of govern-
ment for less than six months in the 
period. The North West has produced 
about 31 percent; and the North West 
has the highest number of presidential 
aspirants to date. So, is that not a case 
of political domination? Is that accept-
able? Democracy is representative. As 
at today, if you count people who have 
declared interest for 2019, Kano State 
alone has about five people and that is 
North West. Are they not insensitive? 
Do they not realise that we are all equal 
citizens in the same country?

How would you respond to the gale 
of killings going on across the country, 
particularly the attitude of the Federal 
Government towards the massacres in 
some states, mainly Benue?
The Commander-in-Chief is derelict in 
his duty and he needs to be formally in-
dicted by the National Assembly even if 
we don’t carry it all the way to impeach-
ment. The calling on him to act is even 
evidence that he is already derelict; 
because nobody will call on you to act 
if you have been active. These things 
have been admitted. The government 
itself is completely incompetent, and 
its corruptions affected the national 
security establishment. You can see 
the comments of very high-ranking 
government officials and those com-
ments did not elicit any disciplinary 
action from the commander-in-chief. 
The Minister of Defence made in un-
patriotic and intolerable comment; the 
IG of Police made very unpatriotic and 
intolerable comment. And that led to 
an ordinary PPRO making an intoler-
able comment; he should be dismissed 
from the force because he is too small 
to make those of comments. Why has 
there been no corrective action against 
these officials? It is evidence of com-
plicity, hand of Esau, voice of Jacob. The 
Commander-in-Chief is clearly derelict 
in his duty and has failed himself, failed 
his family and failed this country.

Continued from page 7
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On Saturday 24th February, 
2018, the government of Olu-
warotimi Akeredolu in Ondo 
State clocked one year in of-
fice following his victory at the 

Ondo State 2016 Governorship Poll.
Akeredolu, a Senior Advocate of Nigeria, 

who is the 6th democratically elected gover-
nor in the state, succeeded former Governor 
Olusegun Mimiko, who completed his two 
term of eight years as governor on 23rd 
February, 2017.

The Governor in his inaugural speech, 
tagged “Journey to Redemption” after tak-
ing the oath of office assured the people of 
the state that his government would focus 
on making life more meaning to the people 
and that he would create jobs through Agri-
culture and Investment.

The APC-led government, most im-
portantly boasted to diversify the State’s 
economy from civil servants driven to in-
dustrialised economy. They also promised to 
ensure an enabling environment for private 
investors to thrive.

To this end, the government constituted 
the Strategic Development and Policy Imple-
mentation Committee that developed a 
blueprint, which will guide the government 
towards effective service delivery and a 
purposeful tenure.

The committee, which made up of expe-
rienced citizens of the state from different 
fields of human endeavour had submitted 
their reports in all sectors of governance to 
the governor.

No doubt, the government in the last 
twelve months has been able to make a 
number of considerable successes and also 
some noticeable failures had been recorded.

Achievements
The government came into power when 

the economy of the country is in recession. 
Where allocation coming to the state was 
dwindling and not enough to meet the finan-
cial obligations of the government.

It is not new that the Akeredolu govern-
ment inherited six months of salaries ar-
rears owed to the civil servants in the state 
from the immediate past government of 
Olusegun Mimiko. He has also been able to 
offset three months of the backlog, leaving 
three months as outstanding. Civil servants 
across board in Ondo State are not owed 
any month(s) of salary by the government, 
except the remaining three of the Six months 
outstanding from tge previous government.

In an ideal society, prompt payment of 
workers’ salaries should not be celebrated by 
any government as achievement; it will not 
be out of place to mention that the govern-
ment stood their ground and pay up to date 
in the face of economic crises in the country.

The government in one year in office 
started and completed some roads in the 
three senatorial districts of the state. They in-
clude; Oke Afaa road, Supare Akoko(1.4km) 
, a 2.5 km road in Owo, Abusoro and Iwalewa 
road in Akure(3.05k), St Joseph & Bakers 
road, Idanre (3km), Road Network at the 
Ondo State University of Science and Tech-
nology (OSUSTECH) Okitipupa, among 
others.

Beside, the notorious Oke-Oka road in 
Akoko South West local government of the 
state, which is the road that link the state 
with the Northern part of the country were 
reconstructed and commissioned by the 
government. It must be mentioned that this 
road had recorded more fatal accidents in 
the last few years and it is hoped that these 

accidents will be put to rest with the recon-
structed road.

The government signed some memoran-
dum of understanding (MoU) with organisa-
tions which had since yielded positive results 
to the economic life of the state.

The government entered an agreement 
with Air Peace Nigeria Limited for transport 
service Operation on Lagos-Akure-Lagos 
Flight Route operating six days a week. This 
agreement in the last few months has attract-
ed and open up the state for more investors 
into the state, generates employment op-
portunities and contributes to the internally 
generated revenue (IGR) of the state.

Failures
The expectations by the people from of 

the state from the government were high 
following their obvious frustration with the 
Olusegun Mimiko-led administration.

Perhaps, the people expected a govern-
ment that would hit the ground running 
with their plans and policies with more than 
three months before inauguration after their 
victory at the governorship poll. Alas, the 
major setback of the government was the 
inability of Akeredolu to form his cabinet in 
record time.

Like President Muhammadu Buhari, 
it took Akeredolu six months to put his 
cabinet together, which ultimately affected 
governance in the state. This proved to be 
the stumbling block for the government in 
achieving much in one year in office.

In the last one year, another apparent 
shortcoming of the government is that there 
is a disconnection between the government 
and the people. People in the streets across 
the state are in the dark about the activities 
of the government thereby making them 
to form an opinion against the government 
so early. 

An Owo-born columnist with the  New 
Telegraph Newspaper, Bola Bolawole on 
Wednesday, 21st February,2018 described  
the last one year administration of Akeredolu 
as  “drab and dreary”

He explained that the governor and his 
media handlers have failed in letting the 
people of the state have a feel of government 
and its activities making people to conclude 

that “there is no government in state.”
“Does he want his performance only to 

speak for him? He must be told that in politics, 
what is not seen to exist does not exist. He 
has to draw positive attention, if not to him-
self, then, to our state, and grab the headlines. 
Perception is vital; governance necessarily 
must be action-laden. A leader must mobilise 
and energise his people; he must be seen and 
heard and cannot be self-effacing. He must 
exude confidence and fire our spirit.

“Leadership is also about ‘action’; Aketi 
must wake up from his slumber and give us 
some action. He must begin to speak up and 
speak out. We want to hear him; the world 
wants to hear him. How will he draw atten-
tion to our state if he behaves like a monk or 
recluse?”  Bolawole asked.

The health sector in the state in the last 
one year is nothing to write home about. 
There is dearth of personnel, especially 
doctors and nurses at the hospitals, thereby 
putting the lives of patients in danger during 
emergency.

A patient who spoke with correspondent 
on condition of anonymity said: “At the Hos-
pital in Akure, it happened to me when I was 
there and they said they are still expecting a 
doctor from Oshogbo, Osun state that will 
come and attend to us. Very Pathetic.”

Hitherto free delivery at the Mother and 
Child Hospital by the immediate past ad-
ministration where pregnant women in the 
state had their safe delivery without paying 
any fee has now been abolished. Sometime 
last year, a mother and her new born child 
were detained at the hospital over failure to 
pay for the fees demanded by the hospital. 
It took the intervention of a philanthropist 
who raised the said amount before she could 
be released.

In the three senatorial districts of Ondo 
State, there have been pockets of security 
threats, ranging from Kidnapping, Armed 
Robbery, Cultism, and lately the invasion of 
the state by Fulani herdsmen. The people of 
the state expected the government to have 
matched words with actions in ensuring the 
safety of lives and property of residents.

The continued silence of the governor in 
taking decisive action to curb the ravaging 

herdsmen, who have caused untold hard-
ship in the state in the last one year has been 
criticised and condemned.

Another shortcoming of the government 
is the withdrawal of payment of the Senior 
School Certificate Examination fee of stu-
dents writing the West Africa Examination 
Council (WAEC). Over the years, succes-
sive governments had been responsible for 
the payment, which had been a huge relief to 
parents in the state. The new policy of the gov-
ernment to stop it has also been condemned 
by stakeholders in the education sector.

But the government justified the decision, 
saying education cannot be left alone for the 
government. The government added that 
parents should be ready to sacrifice for their 
children, that government needs to invest 
in other areas.

The opposition party in the state, People’s 
Democratic Party (PDP) said the APC gov-
ernment had done nothing in the last one 
year that worth celebrating. The party said 
the government had not performed to the 
expectation of the people of the state in the 
last one year. 

While speaking, the PDP Director of 
Media and Publicity, Ayo Fadaka, noted that 
Akeredolu did not prepare to govern the 
state, alleging that he had wasted one year on 
planning without any positive results.

“If I want to conclude in one sentence, 
how this government has performed in 
one year, I will say that it is nothing short of 
arrested development in the sense that noth-
ing has happened. 

“The government has been flagging off 
some road projects. For you to have flagged 
off a project, it presupposes that you have 
awarded the contract for each of the projects 
flagged off, there is no contract awarded. No 
advert placed and state executives council 
has not approved those projects flagged off,” 
Fadaka said.

According to him, “It is part of the fact that 
the government has nothing to inaugurate. 
It is just to create an impression that the 
government has been working for the past 
one year. 

“Ondo State was moving on a fast lane 
before this government came in but now 
it has suddenly grounded to a halt. We ex-
pected planning to have come in about three 
months a government comes on seat, for 
actions and results to follow thereafter, but 
that is not the case.”

However, in a swift reaction, the state 
Commissioner for Information and Ori-
entation, Yemi Olowolabi, who spoke on 
behalf of the government, said the current 
administration had performed better than 
immediate past administration of Olusegun 
Mimiko-led, when comparing first year of 
both administrations. 

In an interview with our correspondent, 
Olowolabi said: “It has been one year of 
development, one year of restoration. In 
the last one year, the state has commenced 
a monumental turnaround in infrastructural 
upgrade, and in welfare package.

“There is no government that has con-
structed as many roads as Akeredolu has 
done in the first year of their administration. 

Mimiko did not construct one meter 
of road in his first year. It is unprecedented 
that in every spheres of government has 
surpassed his predecessors.

“If with lean resources, we can do all these 
in one year, in the next one year, Ondo State 
will flourish, Ondo State will blossom, Ondo 
State will witness a total turnaround.”

Is Ondo faring better after one year of 
Akeredolu’s administration? 
It is twelve months to the administration of Governor Rotimi Akeredolu in Ondo State, one of the politically-conscious 
states that form Southwest, Nigeria. With all the natural endowments in terms of agriculture and solid minerals, Ondo State 
has what it takes to be an agriculture and economic powerhouse of Southwest, but some people and politicians, especially 
members of the People’s Democratic Party (PDP), a party which handed over to the ruling All Progressives Congress (APC) 
in last one year, feel that Akeredolu-led APC is not doing well in terms of good governance and socio-economic growth and 
development. Ondo State Correspondent, YOMI AYELESO takes a look at all the happenings and reports. 

Olusegun Mimiko



I have come across many peo-
ple who have nothing but 
excuses about how their lives 
isn’t moving in the right direc-
tion. Sometimes I believe it’s 

because they haven’t tried hard 
enough but at other times, I feel 
they are not willing to step out of 
their comfort zone.

My name is Ngozi Ukezie and 
I’m 32 years old. I’m the fourth child 
in a family of six children. My dad 
was banker while my mother was 
a teacher, both disciplinarians. My 
dad was the kind of man that would 
measure yams and despite is tight 
work schedule, he was always go-
ing to the store to inspect the food-
stuffs. Food wastage was a crime. 
Rather than discard leftovers, we 
were advised to refrigerate the 
food no matter how little it was and 
consume before we were dished 
another but we touted this order. 
We not only discarded the leftovers 
but we also gave out to our friends 
who were in need of some and this 
angered my father.

‘‘I always insist on preparing 
the exact measurement of garri 
you can consume,’ my dad barked 
one of the days he caught my elder 
brother dumping garri inside the 
bin. “Some people don’t have food 
to eat and here you are wasting 
it because you are opportune to 
see it. I’ll teach you all a lesson 
someday.’’ He kept to his promise 
at the end of the third term when 
he tricked us into going to the vil-
lage only to abandon us there for 
five weeks with his elder sister to 
make garri and palm oil. Some of it 
he sold but a few made its way to 
our house. The stress of going to 
the farm every morning, harvest-
ing cassavas and frying days later 
was huge not to talk of the long 
hours spent making palm oil. He 
taught us some lessons and we 
learnt it very well. This was not the 

only lesson he told us, there were 
many others. There was the cur-
few hours of 6pm and if you were 
in minutes later, we would meet a 
locked gate and would have to ex-
plain why you returned later than 
expected. We are thought to be 
super careful with our belongings 
as well. You were to turn in all the 
textbooks you used in a class to 
get new books for the next class 
so you younger ones would use 
them and failure to do so meant 
that you won’t be given new text-
books and woe betide you if you 
scored below in that subject. That 
was not all, we were also served 
physical punishments. I can never 
forget the day I was made to stand 
from night till the following morn-
ing because I couldn’t turn in a 
particular textbook I used in the 
previous class. We called that 
day, the judgment day and it was a 
dreaded day. Although my siblings 
and I never liked these rules, we 
could not dismiss the fact that it 
helped shape us into the persons 
we are today.

I had the best childhood ever 
because I enjoyed a lot of luxuries. I 
attended the best schools and was 
chauffeur driven. Although my par-
ents never gave us money during 
our primary and secondary school 
days with exceptions for those 
that were in boarding schools, 
we always go what we needed. 
A slight headache and we were 
rushed to the hospital because 
the bank took care of all our birds. 
We were having the best times of 
our lives until my dad visited me in 
secondary school one day.

I always looked forward to 
visiting because of the goodies 
that came with it. I get lots of 
provisions, good food and pocket 
money but on this fateful day just 
a year to my graduation from 
secondary, my father visited and 

broke the news of his retirement. 
I was shocked and for about ten 
minutes, I couldn’t utter a word. 
My dad always complained that he 
does not have money when he was 
a bank manager and I wondered 
what would be our fate now he 
would have to rely only on his pen-
sion to take care of a battalion of a 
family that ours is. I also thought 
about this promise to train me to 
any level and in any school in the 
world that I so desired as long as I 
could get the admission by merit. 
He wasn’t the type of man that 
would bribe or beg to get anything 
and he imbibed that in us as well.

‘‘Did you hear what I said?,’’ my 
dad asked. ‘‘I said I have retired 
from the bank. They wanted me to 
say but since I was due for retire-
ment, I decided to resign,’’ he said 
beaming with smiles.

I wanted to frown and prob-
ably question him for making such 
decision without discussing it with 
us all but when I saw the smile 
on his face, only I could say was, 
‘Congratulation, Dad. I’m proud of 
you.’ He looked at me and smiled. I 
could tell that was what he wanted 
to hear but I was worried how we 
would survive. My eldest brother 
was in the university, my two elder 
siblings were out of secondary and 
waiting to get into the university 
while I and my younger siblings 
were still in secondary school. The 
way he beamed with smiles one 
would think he had enough money 
stashed somewhere but when it 
was time for University, we had it 
tough. I and my siblings had to do 
little businesses while in school to 
get by because the money we got 
from home wasn’t enough. We 
had learnt earlier how to manage 
so that wasn’t much of a problem.

My stay in the university wasn’t 
easy but I forgot all that when 
I emerged with the best result 

from my department. My dad 
had earlier advised us to strive to 
graduate with the kind of result 
that would make jobs hunt us and 
not the other way round. After my 
Youth service, I thought I would 
be retained since I put in my best 
and received huge commenda-
tions from the organisation but 
how wrong I was. They kept on 
telling me to call them until I got 
fed up. I tried securing a job but 
that I didn’t get the kind of jobs I 
saw in my dreams. While I settled 
for jobs that paid me peanuts, I 
also tried to secure better jobs 
but when I learnt that most of the 
jobs had their head offices in Lagos 
state, I decided to storm the city. I 
discussed that with my dad but he 
wouldn’t hear of it. He said Lagos 
was no place for young ladies to 
live and he told me to perish the 
thought of going there but I kept 
nursing it until it came to pass.

I had finished serving my dad 
dinner about two months after 
the Lagos discussion when an 
idea settle in my head. I knew 
the only way to leave for Lagos 
was to lie and that I did. I told my 
dad that one of the reputable 
Oil and gas companies invited 
me for an interview in Lagos but 
I declined the offer because I 
knew he wouldn’t approve of it. 
He asked for an evidence and I 
showed him one. To my greatest 
surprise, he not only allowed me 
to go to Lagos, he also secured a 
place for me to stay.

‘‘Just pray you are posted her 
when you get the job else you are 
not taking it,’’ he said the day I was 
leaving for Lagos but he never 
knew I had so much up my sleeves.

I arrived in Lagos and had to 
stay with the laziest set of couple 
I have ever met in my life. The 
man, a proud Abeokuta man had 
no job and he told me he had 

never worked since he graduated 
finished his youth service in 1992 
because he does not want to work 
for anyone. His wife, a tailor who 
sewed from home and hardly gets 
customers but she had a staff he 
paid every month. I called the man, 
‘Brother’ and the woman, ‘sister’. 
While they prayed that God would 
grant me favour in the interview 
during the morning devotion, I 
prayed for favour as I go around 
Lagos to hunt for a job. When I 
returned that day, I told my hosts 
that I was told me to come back for 
the next stage of the interview the 
following week and that bought 
me more time. I also tried to warm 
my way into their heart. I not only 
cooked with my money but I 
also lent them money when they 
requested for a loan which they 
found difficult repaying. When my 
dad summoned me home a week 
later, the couple convinced him it 
was better for me to stay and wait 
for the next leg of the interview 
than to travel home and be back 
for the interview few days later 
but when the job wasn’t coming, 
my father began mounting pres-
sure again. He argued it was not 
safe for a young and idle lady to 
stay in a place like Lagos.

I had to step out of my comfort zone to succeed
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Wh e n  I  w a s  a 
t e e n a g e r,  I 
learnt a bitter 
lesson never 
to take sides 

whenever two grown-ups are 
at loggerheads. This happened 
after an elder whacked me close 
to my ear for laughing at an ex-
pensive joke thrown at him by 
another elder.

It has been over two decades 
since that bitter encounter and 
it is still fresh in my memory. 
Th a t  e x p e r i e n c e  t a u g h t  m e 
that whenever people who are 
far my seniors are engaged in 
verbal missile, mine is to remain 
neutral and not to take sides 
with any of them,  else one of 
them may ignore his rival and 
vent his anger on me.

This is the ordeal the Senator 
representing Delta Central in 

National Assembly, Ovie Omo-
Agege, is facing at the moment. 
For meddling in the face-off be-
tween Senate President Bukola 
Saraki and the Chairman, Sen-
ate Committee on Agriculture, 
Abdullahi Adamu, the embattled 
lawmaker may face the bitter 
lesson of his life, as the upper 
legislative chamber is set to 
suspend him over his remarks 
that the reordering of elections 
sequence was targeted at Presi-
dent Muhammadu Buhari. 

Oma-Agege had shortly after 
the passage of the amendment 
to the 2010 Electoral Act, told 
Senate correspondents that 
the change in the sequence was 
targeted at the President.

Although the APC lawmaker 
joined his other nine colleagues 
including : Abdullahi Adamu, 
Ali Wakil, Abu Ibrahim, Abdul-
lahi Gumel, Binta Masi, Yahaya 
Abdullahi, Andrew Uchendu, 
Umaru Kurfi and Benjamin Uwa-
jumogu to express reservation 
over the re-ordering of elections 
sequence, his comments particu-
larly irked senators, as there are 
strong indications that he may 
be suspended despite his formal 
apology at plenary last week.

Perhaps, the last straw that 
broke the camel’s back was 
when he said 59 senators were 
opposed to the elections se-

quence.
Hear him: “You don’t make 

a law to target one person. The 
perception is that the law is 
targeted at the President. I will 
continue to protest it. I can tell 
you it will not become a law..... 
We have 59 senators against the 
sequence of elections. You can 
take that to the bank”.

To complicate matters for 
him, he went further to share 
the video on his Facebook page.

But last week Wednesday 
when Deputy Senate President 
Ike Ekweremadu who presided 
over plenary put to voice vote 
the referral of Dino Melaye’s 
Point of Order to the Commit-
tee on Ethics, Privileges and 
Public Petitions, there was dis-
senting voice.

Fillers from the Samuel Any-
anwu-led panel indicate that it is 
set to recommend the suspen-
sion of the senator despite his 
‘guilty plea’ at plenary.

This became more evident 
on Thursday last week after the 
Chairman, Senate Committee 
on Media and Public Affairs, 
Aliyu Sabi Abdullahi described 
the senator as a ‘culprit’, which 
m e a n s  “ a  p e r s o n  w h o  i s  r e -
sponsible for a crime or other 
misdeed”.

Unfortunately, the first term 
legislator was unable to learn 

from past experiences in the 
Senate, as he ran faster than his 
shadow. He couldn’t learn from 
encounters of the immediate 
past Senate Majority Leader, 
Ali Ndume who took sides with 
Buhari against the Senate lead-
ership but the former could not 
come to his rescue when he was 
slammed six months suspension.

Sadly, the governing All Pro-
gressives Congress that should 
have intervened in the crisis, 
is yet to resolve the myriads 
of disagreements amongst its 
members in various parts of the 
country. Not forgetting that the 
John Odigie-Oyegun-led party 
has an score to settle with the 
Bukola Saraki-led Senate.

And to think that Omo-Agege 
is from a Peoples Democratic 
Party-controlled state where 
the governor wants to scuttle 
his reelection bid and the APC in 
the state is factionalised. Did it 
occur to him that ranking Sena-
tor Adamu went behind to the 
Senate leadership to plead for 
‘forgiveness’?

Simply put, Omo-Agege was 
set up and he may be used as a 
fall guy to pro-Buhari senators.

Th e  ‘ r o f o r o f o ’  f i g h t  a l s o 
claimed its first casualty last 
week when Adamu, who led 
nine other pro-Buhari senators 
to oppose the adoption of Con-

ference Committee Report on 
the Electoral Act Amendment, 
was sacked by his colleagues as 
Chairman, Northern Senators 
Forum for alleged mismanage-
ment of N70 million.

Speaking of internal crisis, it 
appears the National Leader of 
the All Progressives Congress, 
Bola Tinubu, who was recently 
appointed by President Buhari 
to reconcile all aggrieved per-
sons within the governing party, 
will have his plate full if events in 
the upper legislative chamber 
are anything to go by.

Ironically, the internal crisis 
has escalated across the coun-
try, thus raising concerns of 
sabotage by APC governors. 
For instance, in the Senate alone, 
there are at least nine cases 
which Tinubu needs to resolve 
urgently if the party must go into 
the 2019 elections as a united 
house. They include: the crisis 
between Saraki versus Presi-
dency, Saraki versus Oyegun-led 
APC, Saraki versus Omo-Agege, 
Saraki versus Adamu, Senator 
Suleiman Hunkuyi versus Gov-
ernor Nasir el-Rufai, Shehu Sani 
versus El-Rufai, Rabiu Kwank-
wanso versus Governor Abdul-
lahi Ganduje, Kabiru Marafa 
versus Governor Abdul’aziz Yari 
and Isah Misau versus Governor 
Mohammed Abubakar. 

Like Ndume, like Omo-Agege?
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Dana Air passengers boarding its flight from Lagos to Abuja.

L-R: Kunle Hamilton, pastor, ShaddaiVille Ministries, his wife Taiwo Hamilton; lead actors, Adebisi Shonde, and 
Boluwatife Orimolade, at the presentation of a stage play ‘Yes I Do’ by Shaddaikraft in Lagos, recently.

L-R: Chibuike Amaechi, ministers of transportation; Ogbonnaya Onu, minister of science and technology, and Lai 
Mohammed, minister of information and Culture, briefing State House Correspondents on the outcome of  the 
Federal Executive Council Meeting at the Presidential Villa in Abuja 

L-R: Thelma  Chukwuka, principal, Pace  Setters Academy Wuse; Kate Imasuangbon, director, Pacesetter 
Academy Abuja; Kenneth Imasuangbon, group chairman Pace Setters Academy, and Katherine Kaetzer-Hodson, 
representing the Embassy of the United States of America during the 2018 Health Fair Day in Abuja. Pic by 
Tunde Adeniyi

President Muhammadu Buhari, with Akinwunmi Ambode, Lagos State Governor; Umaru Tanko Al-Mukura, 
governor, Nasarawa State, and Abubakar Sani Bello, governor, Niger State during the National Council of State 
meeting at the Presidential Villa, Abuja

L-R: Neil Bothma, chief opportunity officer BetKing; Byron Petzer, managing director, BetKing; Jay Jay Okocha, 
brand ambassador, BetKing, and Adeniji Adekunle, co-founder, BetKing, at the launch of BetKing, a Premium 
Sports Betting Platform created to celebrate fearless prediction kings in Lagos.

Lonsdale Adeoye, national president of Nigeria Shooting Federation (NSF), (l), receiving the representative of 
Olusade Adesola, minister of youth and sports development, during the closing of NSF First Media Shooting 
Competition and Workshop in Abuja.

L-R: Umaru Kurfi, senator representing Katsina Central; Lai Mohammed, minister of information and culture, and 
Suleiman Adoke, chairman, House Committee on Information and National Orientation, during a workshop on 
hate communication and identifying its roots and remedies, in Abuja. 



2019 Tambuwal eyes 
presidency

13

MIKE ABANG, Calabar 

SIKIRAT SHEHU, Ilorin

SIKIRAT SHEHU, Ilorin

N
ot deterred by last 
week’s violent at-
tempt to disrupt his 
formal declaration 
for the governorship 

race of Cross River State, Vena-
tius Ikem, a former presidential 
aide, and former publicity secre-
tary of the People’s Democratic 
Party (PDP) has declared that his 
ambition was anchored on the 
desire to meet the critical needs 
of the greater number as already 
diagnosed by him and introduce 
ground-breaking reforms in the 
social and economic life of the 
state that will sustain the attendant 
growth.  

Ikem, whose letter of intent 
to the All Progressives Congress 
(APC), conveys his reason for con-
testing the governorship race, said 
he would leverage his competence 
and vast experiences in his public 
service career spanning over two 
decades.         

 An indigene of Obudu, Ikem 
had last weekend defied violent 
attack by thugs allegedly hired by 
members of an opposing party to 
declare his intention for the gover-
norship ticket of the APC. He had 
submitted a letter of intent to Mat-
thias Ogbelishior, the APC chapter 
chairman of Obudu.

The letter reads in part: ‘’By 
the grace of God, my aspiration is 
based on my passionate belief and 
confidence that I can discharge 
the function of the office of gov-
ernor creditably based on a verifi-
able track record of achievement 
in my varied public service career 
spanning over two decades now’’.                    

He maintained that by ‘’the 
multifaceted experiences’’ in pub-
lic service, he has been enabled to 
understand the rudiments of pub-

agenda “is built around the core 
values of leveraging the human 
resources (education) of the state 
and agriculture as the founda-
tion for a sustainable industrial 
economy’’.           

According to him, ‘’In the 
months ahead, I will make very 
bold recommendations aimed 
at addressing critical need areas 
and urgent social and economic 
reforms that I guarantee, working 
with the progressive manifesto of 
our party and her very passionate 

members and critical stakehold-
ers, will deliver those needs that 
will reduce poverty to the barest 
minimum and most of all improve 
the overall wellbeing of all citizens 
and residents of Cross River State.”                          

To achieve this, the governor-
ship hopeful stated that ‘’We must 
fund and support entrepreneurs to 
invest in processing of indigenous 
produce and help them sustain 
the state’s economy through the 
production of goods and services, 
thereby creating jobs for our job-
less youths.                   

‘’We must provide adequate 
and affordable healthcare for our 
people by recreating the entire 
health architecture of our state 
which seems to have lost every 
semblance of a policy direction 
and help lift others above the 
poverty line.’’            

He said his prescriptions were 
‘’simply based on what we all know 
but which for some bizarre and 
unfathomable reasons, our gov-
ernment has neglected in pursuit 
of the bizarre.”      

Remarking that his burden 
for service may have pitted him 
against some, the former PDP 
spokesman said: “I call on God 
and all those I have hurt to forgive 
me and instead judge me by my 
record of public service, which 
those who have encountered me 
will testify is driven by extreme 
passion to achieve results.’’      

Ikem was elected chairman of 
Obudu Local Government Area 
at 26 years. He was a two-time 
commissioner; former national 
publicity secretary of the PDP; 
presidential aide and member of 
the 2005 Political Reform Confer-
ence as well as member of the 
Presidential Committee for the 
Reform of the Local Government 
Administration in Nigeria.

PRP pledges to 
rescue Nigeria from 
bad leadership

Don’t allow yourselves to be used as thugs - Group warns youths

Why I want to be governor of 
Cross River, by former PDP scribe  

People’s Redemption 
Party (PRP) has stressed 
the need for Nigerians 
to rededicate them-

selves towards promoting the 
indivisible unity and democratic 
rebirth of the country, claiming 
that it is the only party that has 
the ideological fibre to rescue the 
country out of calamity.

The party equally charged Ni-
gerians to rise up and pull their 
God-given resources  (knowl-
edge and wisdom) together and 
rescue the country from the grip 
of its internal colonizers.

“The era of sitting on the fence 
or sit-down look is over. Let us 
pick up the courage and reclaim 
our freedom”, said Mahmood 
Muhibeedeen Aliyu, a profes-
sor of Business Education and 
interim chairman of PRP in 
Kwara State.

According to him, Nigeria is 
heading towards a one-party 
state, as both APC and PDP have 
similar ideology and style of 
governance in which politicians 
are given freehand for cross-
carpeting.

The party warned that the 

Youths have been warned 
not to play with their fu-
ture by involving in mali-
cious acts and social vices 

as election draws closer.
Maruf Abdulsalam Olanrewaju, 

national president of Oduduwa 
Progressive Care Initiative who 
gave the warning in an interview 
with BDSUNDAY in Ilorin, en-
couraged them to use today judi-
ciously because whatever they do 
today, tomorrow will tell.

Olanrewaju described the rate 
in which youths usually surren-

lic administration that has built his 
capacity and ability to adapt to any 
given office and to innovate in the 
process stating that ‘’ this is most 
critical at this point in time in the 
management of our state’s people 
and her resources ‘’.                                

Ikem remarked that in the 
months ahead, through a blue-
print for social and economic 
reforms, his diagnosis of the issues 
that require critical attention in 
the administration of the state 
will be unveiled, adding that his 

der themselves to selfish political 
leaders to disrupt and terrorise 
ordinary citizens as worrisome, 
saying that youths are supposed to 
be trained for good of the society 
and to contribute positively in na-
tion building.

“I want to urge the youths to see 
their future as paramount; they 
should not play with their future. 
They should be diligent and face 
their businesses with diligence. If 
they misuse the opportunity to-
day, it will never come back. Time 
waits for nobody,” he said.

According to him, the organi-
sation is aimed at empowering 
members economically and fi-

nancially to ensure that major-
ity of their members are living a 
better life.

“Our organisation is duly reg-
istered with Corporate Affairs 
Commission and has been given 
certificate; so, we are different 
from OPC which is known for 
thuggery and had been banned 
since 2001.

“We reject violence because 
society frowns at it. That is why 
we are trying to ensure that major-
ity of,  if not all our members are 
educated.

“Last year, we sent some mem-
bers who have O’ Levels for di-
ploma courses at America Trinity 

University (ATU) in California, and 
some of them are now proceeding 
with Higher Diploma and degree 
this year,” he said.

According to him, “We are 
sponsoring them because educa-
tion is the basic need for youths 
and can never be compromised 
with anything. Very soon, we will 
begin to render financial assis-
tance to our members.”

“We have set up a committee 
of which we will begin to roll out 
empowerment for women and 
youths, where we assist to the tune 
of N100,000 or N150 000 cash to 
boost their businesses,” Olanre-
waju added.
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country was at the verge of be-
ing turned to one-party state 
should the ruling All Progres-
sives Congress (APC) and the 
People’s Democratic Party (PDP) 
be returned to power in the 2019.

The don, while speaking with 
journalists in Ilorin the Kwara 
State Capital, alleged that it has 
become a common practice in 
the nation’s polity for politicians 
to switch to any ruling party if 
their former party suffered de-
feat in an election.

He said impunity was gaining 
traction in the APC with disobe-
dience to court orders, calling for 
the immediate release of the de-
tained former National Security 
Adviser, Colonel Sambo Dasuki 
(rtd) and the leader of an Islamic 
movement, Sheik Ibrahim El-
Zaky Zakky.



The political atmosphere in Nigeria is becoming charged ahead of the 2019 general election. Although the Independent National Electoral 
Commission (INEC) is yet to sound the “Go whistle” for those nursing one ambition or the other to formally go public with their aspirations, 
permutations are high on those who are said to be angling to throw their hats into the ring as presidential and vice presidential aspirants 
this time around. From this week, BDSUNDAY will be profiling such personalities as well as capturing other events that are geared toward 
the national election that promises to be explosive and holds so much for Nigeria.
We are going to be looking at: Who they are; what was their growing up like; what did they do or what were they doing before they 
went into politics; what have they achieved- their track record; what to expect and what people say about them.

Aminu Tambuwal

A
minu Tambuwal, gov-
ernor of Sokoto State, 
is said to have shown 
his indication for the 
2019 presidential race 

early in the day when he began his 
handshake across the Niger moves. 
In June 2016, he made a surprised 
visit to Governor Okezie Ikpeazu of 
Abia State and followed his host to 
certain parts of the state where they 
commissioned road projects.

The interpretation at that time by 
keen observers was that such a visit 
was not just for the sake of it. Those 
who critically analysed it said that for 
Tambuwal, an APC governor from 
far-flung Sokoto state to visit a PDP 
state in the South East, it must be for 
a very serious reason.

Tambuwal has proved himself 
as a manager of men as was seen in 
his leadership of the House of Rep-
resentatives from June 2011 to June 
2015 as the speaker, ensuring that 
the lower legislative assembly was 
insulated against Executive med-
dlesomeness. He got the support of 
his colleagues on this. Tambuwal-led 
House never enjoyed a robust rela-
tionship with the Goodluck Jonathan 
administration.

“Here at the national level, we 
have secured our independence; 
that is why both the Senate and the 
House of Representatives function 
with or without the cooperation of 
the executive arm of government,” 

Tambuwal eyes presidency

The man Tambuwal

2019
Watch
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rode to power should be supreme, 
the likes of Tambuwal see parties 
just as instrument to ride to power.

“If you are not a good follower, 
you cannot be a good leader. We saw 
how he refused his party’s advice and 
went ahead to clinch a post that had 
been zoned to the South West. Again, 

he dumped the PDP the platform 
on which he became speaker. Such 
moves were not consistent with 
a politician with integrity. Such a 
leader is capable of abandoning 
his country in the event of an in-
surrection,” an analyst who craved 
anonymity said.

His emergence as the speaker of 
the House in the first place was a 
product of rebellion. Contrary to the 
decision of his party to elect  Mulikat 
Akande-Adeola, from the South 
West, where the slot had been zoned, 
as the speaker, Tambuwal, in cahoots 
with opposition members in the 
lower house, emerged winner of the 
election that was witnessed by lead-
ers of his party. Ever as he emerged 
the speaker of the lower legislative 
House, Tambuwal did not spare the 
Presidency. On several occasions, 
he resisted the Executive on national 
issues and had also lashed out at 
President Goodluck Jonathan’s ad-
ministration over alleged inability 
to check “monumental corruption” 
in the system.

Anti-Tambuwal elements are said 
to be uncomfortable with him in 
view of the role he allegedly played in 
the loss of power by the PDP in 2015, 
especially the defeat of Jonathan.

When he defected to the APC, 
citing Executive meddlesomeness 
in the House of Representative’s 
oversight functions, his critics said he 
was being economical with the truth.

Dan Orbih, chairman, PDP, Edo 
State chapter at the time, had dis-
missed such insinuations, saying 
that

“It is a dishonourable thing, for 
a speaker who should know the 
law better to defect from the party 
under which his people voted him 
to another when there is no crisis 
in his own party. His defection is a 
betrayal of trust given to him by his 
own people because some voted him 
since he was of the PDP. His defec-
tion was personal and selfish.”

Aborted Presidential dream in 
2015
Tambuwal had indicated interest for 
the presidency in 2015, but withdrew 
even after paying N27.5million for 
his expression of interest and nomi-
nation forms on the platform of the 
All Progressives Congress (APC).

Announcing his withdrawal from 
the presidential race, he said: “I have 
decided to suspend my participation 
in the presidential contest for now. 
I have done so as a sacrifice for the 
cohesion and unity of the APC. I am 
suspending my participation in the 
presidential race for now because 
I do not have any inordinate ambi-
tion to occupy any office. Nigeria is 
a country too great to sacrifice on the 
altar of partisan politics and personal 
ambition.

“What any one becomes in life 

is exclusively in the hands of God. 
Only God gives power to whoever 
he pleases.

“I came into the APC to enhance 
and build; therefore, in the interest of 
our great party the APC and indeed 
in the overriding national interest I 
wish to appeal to all my associates, 
colleagues, supporters, admirers and 
friends nationwide to show some 
understanding.

“It has not been easy coming to 
this decision and I very well under-
stand the frustration, disappoint-
ment and disbelief of many who have 
committed so much to the project 
including sacrificing not only their 
physical, financial and intellectual 
resources but indeed their personal 
ambitions in the 2015 electoral 
contest.”

Some analysts say that the former 
speaker may also chicken out this 
time around, given his oscillating 
mood.

An analyst who reacted to his 
withdrawal at that time said: “This 
is the same Tambuwal who said it 
was his friends and colleagues who 
were urging him to contest the 2015 
presidential and that they were go-
ing to pay for his nomination form. 
He is definitely going to be seen by 
those friends as a traitor. It is the 
same Tambuwal who remained in 
PDP when others left because of 
the crisis in the party; working as 
insider for opposition. By his lat-
est action, the Speaker has shown 
that he is only protecting his own 
interest and care less about his 
followers,” he said.

Moreover, his action after an-
nouncing his defection from PDP 
to the APC infuriated many. He had 
told his fellow lawmakers to proceed 
on a break till December, an action 
that was interpreted by some crit-
ics to mean shutting the doors of 
the lower legislative chambers and 
pocketing the keys.

 How popular is he?
Tambuwal may be popular among 
his fellow politicians, but observers 
say he does not have the national 
spread needed for a presidential 
material.

Analysts say he needs to consult 
widely across the country as votes 
from the North West alone or that of 
the entire north would not guarantee 
his victory, assuming he gets his 
party’s nod to contest the election.

“Who is Tambuwal? I laugh when-
ever I hear people say that Tambuwal 
is a force to reckon with in Nigerian 
politics. The question is who knows 
him outside Sokoto, Abuja and prob-
ably some other states in the north? 
What are his antecedents? In fact, he 
was more popular as a speaker than 
as a governor. He needs to work on 
his popularity across the country,” a 
pundit said. 

he said.
But pundits say he is not a trust-

worthy party man.
According to them, he is a leader 

that values his life and interest far 
more than those he leads. Those 
who hold this view say that whereas 
political parties on which a politician 

* Born January 10, 1966
* Attended Tambuwal Primary 

School, Tambuwal, Sokoto State,
* Government Teachers’ College, 

Dogon-Daji, obtained the Teachers 
Grade 11 Certificate in 1984.

* Attended Usman Dan Fodio 
University, Sokoto, where he studied 
Law, graduating with an LLB (Hons) 
degree in 1991.

* Was called to the Bar in 1992.
* Besides studying for his law 

degree, he has also attended several 
courses abroad, among which are 
the following: Telecoms Regulatory 
Master Class–Bath UK, 2004; Law-
making for the Communications 
Sectors –BMIT, Johannesburg, South 
Africa, 2004; Regulating a Competitive 
Industry-UK, Brussels, 2005; Tulane 
University – International Legislative 
Drafting, 2005; Stanford Graduate 
School of Business – Influence and 
Negotiation, 2008 and KSG Harvard 
– Infrastructure in Market Economy.

* Public Relations Officer of the 
NBA, Sokoto State chapter between 
1996 and 1997.

* Member of the Constitution 
Review Committee of the NBA (1997–
1998).

* Sokoto branch Secretary of the 

Association (1997–1998) and Assis-
tant National Financial Secretary of 
the NBA (1998–2000)

* From 2000 and 2002, he was the 
1st Assistant National Secretary of 
the Association. He is also a member 
of the Body of Benchers, Nigeria; 
International Bar Association, and 
the American Bar Association among 
others.

* Personal Assistant on Legislative 
Affairs to Senator Abdullahi Wali, 
the then Senate Leader from 1999 
to 2000.

* In 2003, he decided to run for 
a legislative seat as representative 
of the Kebbi/Tambuwal Federal 
Constituency. He was elected into 
the House of Representatives on the 
platform of the All Nigeria Peoples 
Party (ANPP).

* Tambuwal has held several 
offices in the House. In 2005, he 
became the Minority Leader of the 
House until he defected to the PDP. 
Upon his re-election to the House in 
2007, he was also elected the Deputy 
Chief Whip.

* At various times, Tambuwal has 
been a member of several commit-
tees including the House Commit-
tees on Rules & Business, Commu-

nications, Judiciary, Inter-Parlia-
mentary and Water Resources. He 
was also a member of the House 
Ad hoc Committee on Constitution 
Review.

* He was chairman of the ad 
hoc committee that reviewed the 
report of the controversial power 
probe committee headed by Ndudi 
Elumelu; chairman, House Sub-
Committee on the Bill for an Act 
to Amend the Land Use Act, and 
acting chairman, House Committee 
on Power.

* He was leader of the Nigerian 
delegation to African, Caribbean, 
Pacific & European Union Parlia-
mentary Assembly (ACP-EU) and 
served as Vice-Chairman, Economic 
Committee ACP-EU, held in Prague, 
Czech Republic in April 2009.

* Legislative Experience:
a.  Deputy Chief Whip House 

(2007 -2011)   
b.Member, 6th National Assem-

bly (2007 -2011)
c. Legal Practitioner 2003 – 2011
d. Aide to Senate Leader 1999 

– 2000
e. Legal Practitioner 1993 -1999
f. No record of private sector work, 

though noted as a legal practitioner.
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were using streets and diver-
sions to go to work and back. This 
Sequoia Jeep double-crossed us 
on the street that leads to Oko-
cha Road. The next thing, two 
young men jumped out. One went 
straight to the driver’s side and 
smashed the glass. I was busy pin-
ning the auto-locks of the car. The 
man put his hands into the driver’s 
side and pressed the unlock knob. I 
heard massive shooting behind us; 
their boys were shooting probably 
to scare away any persons thinking 
to interrupt. One opened my door 
and dragged me out. They whisked 
me to the back of the seat in their 
Jeep and put me in the middle. One 
gun man sat on each side of me, and 
they zoomed off.

They headed to the Rumuolu-
meni side. Then, their leader, who 
sat in front, looked back and asked 
if they had blindfolded me. One 
now took one dirty smelly rag and 
blindfolded me. They kept driving 
through bumpy rough road until we 
arrived at a place and they stopped.

They dragged me into a place 
I considered to be a room. The 
walls were slimy. They pushed 
me to a floor that had a slim mat-
tress. I addressed them thus; I have 
been a teacher all my life, helping 
the youth. Why would the youth 
subject me to this humiliation and 
torture?

Their leader, who I later learnt 
was one Tony Pepple, a Bonny 
young man, then working in Abu 
Dhabi, told me they had been 
contracted by persons in our Uni-
versity with N300million to kill 
me. He told me they had been paid 
N150million deposit with another 
N50million to come soon. He said 
if I should produce N300million, I 
could live.

I told them nobody in my Uni-
versity, Ignatius Ajuru University 
of Education (IAUE) had N150mil-
lion. I told them I was the highest 
paid officer of that university, being 
that I was on consolidated sal-
ary, yet, I could not boast of up to 
N3million in my account.

They seized my phone and 
went through all my contacts. They 
asked me how many phones I had, 
and I told them. Soon they started 
telling me amounts we had in vari-
ous accounts of the University and 
the banks. Those details were not 
in my phone because I am not the 
bursar. How these people knew 
everything I do not know. That 
man, Pepple, must be highly skilled 
and used it in a very ugly way. They 
mentioned N600million here, 
N200m there, N100m there, and 
even N400m in Eco Bank we cre-
ated to buy stocks and create sav-
ings for the University. (I hear that 
when I was removed as VC, the 
money was transferred to another 
bank and from there, whatever 
happened to it happened.) The 
kidnappers told me that it is busi-
ness they are into. The amounts 
they quoted were all correct. It is 
real business, then.

They asked how many people 
signed our cheques, I said three 
and named them. They said they 
would bring the bursar here for 
both of us to sign the cheques but I 
told them that we were three. I told 
them I had no such money as they 

were calling. I told them that those 
amounts in the University accounts 
were out of reach of anybody, 
that the new governor (Nyeson 
Wike) had frozen all government 
accounts.

Come and see the flogging of 
my life. They used rubber to flog 
me endlessly, that I was not telling 
them the truth; that the Registrar 
told them that he did not sign 
cheques. I said when am in, he may 
not sign, but if am away for long, 
he can sign. At this point, the head, 
Tony Pepple, hit my head with the 
butt of a gun. I told them, this is the 
whole truth. They left me at that 
point with two men to watch me. 
I was still blindfolded.

Yes, I had issues with my hus-
band. He used to inflict physical 
injuries on me. He could push me 
with force to crash on the wall and 
be bleeding. It was that bad. One 
night when I had ruptured intestine, 
I used the little energy left in me to 
plead with him to call the University 
doctor but he remained mute. I had 
to struggle for long to reach my 
phone and call the doctor. The doc-
tor came and shouted that I was at 
the point of death. He contacted 
top hospitals before a place was 
found to carry out instant surgery. 
When I came out of the theatre, 
my husband came only to torment 
me. I came off with the impression 
that someone wanted me dead. He 
had moved out of our apartment 
on June 16 and I was abducted on 
June 18, 2015. I am not insinuating 
that he had a hand in it, no, but his 
response and other actions added 
more grief.

Praying
I started praying but the fierce 

one of the two shouted me down, 
that I should not disturb him with 
prayers because they too pray 
well; that they pray before any 
operation.

The next day, the leader came 
and they asked me my PIN; that it 

was time to begin calls to people. 
They called my husband 13 times 
but he did not pick. Days went. 
They then called the bursar. Con-
ference calling began. They called 
one of our big contractors. At last, 
the bursar said my family could 
only raise N3million. They said in 
that case, they would simply cut 
me up and put in a bag and drop it 
anywhere on the road. They asked 
me where the University cheque 
booklets were. I said I did not know 
because I only signed leaves. They 
asked where the bursar lived, I said 
I did not visit him. They beat me up, 
that I was lying.

Survived on water for eight 
days: Woman, save yourself

They now said they knew how 
much I had in my accounts and it 
was peanuts. They said it was up 
to me to save myself by raising the 
money. The blindfold remained 
for all the days I remained there. I 
refused any food and told them; 
you said you have been paid to kill 
me. So, I won’t eat your food in case 
it is poisoned. So, I hung on water 
and sometimes fruits.

Profile of the chief kidnapper
It was revealed that Tony Pep-

ple was on salary of N1.2m in Abu 
Dhabi with a multinational oil 
service company that is strong in 
Nigeria. He had many skills espe-
cially in ICT. He is a highly trained 
person. It was found that he com-
manded large workforce in Abu 
Dhabi, but he organised a big gang 
in Port Harcourt that was into big 
time kidnapping, assassination, etc. 
He confessed to assassination of 
Soboma George, a big time assas-
sin and militant. Above all, he was 
the ‘chief bomber’ for Avengers, 
bombing the pipelines. He said his 
men were the ones behind abduc-
tion and killing of medical doctors in 
Port Harcourt that caused uproars 
and strikes. They confessed to 25 
abductions; high profile ones. He 
confessed all this when he was 

caught and paraded.
All his gang members were 

caught and paraded, except the 
student he said was the link man 
between the gang and the three 
persons he said contracted him for 
the job in my University. It is obvi-
ous that this link man (student) 
cannot be alive to identify the spon-
sors of the abduction. The security 
agencies doubt his being alive, be-
cause they have done everything. 

My release
Late in the evening of June 25, 

2015, they woke me up. I thought 
the end has come. They said, come 
and go. I said, where? They said, so, 
you don’t want to go again? Then, 
I asked for help to get up and to 
walk. They led me to a car, sat me 
down in the car, and dropped my 
handbag on my laps. They drove 
through bumps; then stopped. 
They put something in my hand (it 
turned out to be N1,500) and told 
me to take transport to a popular 
fast food centre on Ada George 
Road Junction with Rumuelumini 
Road. They removed the blindfold 
and pushed me out. I recovered 
myself. Everywhere was deep dark. 
I used my hands to feel a pavement 
and sat down. I was weak and con-
fused. I asked a taxi driver time and 
he said 11.30pm. He told me where 
I was. I asked him to take me to Pep-
peroni because they told me the 
person who dropped the ransom 
was waiting for me there.

I was taken there and imme-
diately I heard, Prof, Prof. I then 
recognised the person who came 
to pick me. He took me to the 
residence on Olu Obasanjo Road. 
I was very sick The Directorate of 
State Security (DSS) took over. 
They showed me a photo and said 
I was their head. They said they had 
suspected him all the time but that 
he was very slippery. They assured 
me they would apprehend him. The 
hunt started.

Further ordeal
To Canada for healing
At this point, I applied for two 

weeks leave to go abroad for rest 
and medical review. I had had two 
surgeries before the abduction. 
One of them was in my knee, and 
it was gathering liquid now. I had an 
unhealed body due to the surgeries 
and my ordeal in the kidnappers’ 
den. 

While there, I was asked to read 
the online version of a particular 
Port Harcourt-based newspaper. 
They published that my husband 
wrote that I had eloped with the 
registrar to Canada with N200m 
university money. This was a reg-
istrar that did not have Canadian 
visa. So, do people travel without 
visa these days? Also, the univer-
sity account was frozen, so how 
did we get N200m out? Nobody 
cared to ask basic questions but the 
world believed this. My husband 
repeated that I kidnapped myself, 
and people believed him. Even very 
important persons told me, you 
see, he is your husband, so he must 
be right. One particular important 
person told me; why did you even 
make him suspect you?

My sister shouted, is that how 
Nigeria is? She was the one who 
picked me up at the airport. She 
knew I came unaccompanied. So, 
she could not understand Nigeria 
anymore.

When I came back, the governor 
summoned me and asked me to 
proceed on leave. I tried to protest 
my innocence, no way. I was asked 
by the University authorities to va-
cate the residence I fought in court 
after seven years to retrieve from 
the previous occupant who tried to 
appropriate it to self. I was asked to 
surrender my cars. I was entitled to 
two. All the cars the university had 
were bought during my time, but no-
body cared anymore. They stopped 
my salary, saying the Governor said 
so. The Governor later said he never 
ordered such a thing.

Most nights I cried all through, 
wondering what I did wrong, if it 
was a crime to reject looting, to 
reject corruption and bending of 
rules, indiscipline and indolence. 
My husband works in the same 
university and he was heading 
a directorate. If he brought up a 
request and I minuted it to the 
Bursar for advice and the bursar 
demanded for certain attachments 
as condition for recommendation, 
he would flare up. He accused me 
of ceding the powers of the vice 
chancellor to the bursar, that it gave 
the bursar the effrontery to cancel 
his requests when he is my hus-
band. I said the VC is to be guided 
in financial matters by the bursar 
and on administrative matters by 
the registrar. That was the bone of 
contention. Today, it is the advice 
of the bursar that saved me from 
EFCC and others. The matter is, 
just follow the rules.

They even wrote a petition to 
the governor to dismiss me, that I 
was using police to harass them; 
I did not report the kidnap to the 
police, so how do I stop them from 
investigating?

My recall
One day, March 8, 2017, the 

new VC called me; that there was 
order that I should be recalled as 
lecturer. Well, I did not apply to be 
VC but to be lecturer. I got my let-
ter of recall to resume on March 
13, 2017.  

The University council
Their role in the saga can only be 

left to God. I had a running battle 
with most of them, and I think most 
VCs suffer this. I sensed that their 
only interest then was the money 
we had; they wanted it, but I felt 
that it was their duty to rather go 
out and fight for funds and sup-
ports. I said I can’t give you projects 
to execute when I knew you did 
not have the capacity to execute 
them. Instead, I urged them to bid 
like others and if they won, fine. So, I 
received attacks from everywhere 
because I wanted to protect the 
university funds. Today, my posi-
tion is that, whatever you planned 
for others will surely get to you.

God intervenes
I was abducted, tortured, and 

dehumanised. My husband threw 
in the bitterest pill. I was removed 
as VC on that account. I was seen 
as a woman who ran after another 
man, who faked her abduction, 
who eloped with a man, who stole 
N200m. I cried every day, I asked 
God why? Nobody wanted to 
listen to me. God was not in sight. 
I was alone in this battle.

Then, on April 10, 2017, my 
phone rang and the voice said they 
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were from IG’s Special Intelligence 
Response Team. They told me they 
had captured my abductors. Peo-
ple were with me in the office, but 
I crashed unto my knees and said, 
God, is that you? You mean you 
gave the whole world all the time to 
be wrong before you showed up?

Their story
The gang was paraded before 

my husband and the university 
authorities. The leader turned out 
to be the man in the photo that I 
was shown. He never allowed me 
to see his face then because I was 
blindfolded all through.

He said he never knew me; that 
a student brought the job to them 
and told them that three principal 
officers of the University called him 
to do the job.

To this day, nobody has seen 
this student. All gang members 
were caught. At the police com-
mand, they played back what my 
husband said to newsmen accusing 
me, and played back what the gang 
said. It was an important moment 
of vindication. They paraded the 
kidnappers who even revealed how 
much each member got from the 
ransom. One of the officers from 
the university berated a kidnapper 
from his community who said he got 
N400,000 while others got millions.

On why everybody believed my 

husband, the commander asked my 
husband if we were on talking terms 
before the abduction. He said no. He 
asked if we were staying together 
then, he said no. The commander 
then turned to all and said, if a mar-
riage was at that point, can’t you 
see that such a husband could do 
anything to the wife? To me, it was 
now clear why such statements 
were coming from the one who 
should defend me even at all times. 

What the education commis-
sioner told my accusers

The petition to dismiss me was 
sent to the governor who handed 
the matter to the commissioner 
for full investigations. After all his 
investigations, and after the arrest 

and confession of the vicious and 
international gang, and after finding 
out that the gang had no link with me 
or the bursar, and that no kobo was 
taken to elope or whatever, the com-
missioner told my accusers that I was 
hurt. He appealed to me to allow God 
to fight for me. He did not want me 
to overheat the university fighting 
obvious traitors and enemies. That 
is exactly where I have left the matter.

You know, most evil doers think 
it is better and easy to leave them in 
the hands of God. They forget that 
the God of justice pays back up to 
the 4th generation.

Senate summoned a meeting 
the next day where those who 
berated me before now pacified 

me. There was no direct apology.
My husband
As we were trying to come out 

of the command, he tried to meet 
me but to be sincere, I am a woman 
hurt. He has made some attempts 
for us to reconcile but I have kept 
away. I am hurt. I do not think I will 
marry any man again.  

Curse:
Many people played very ugly 

roles during my abduction period. 
Some spread very ugly lies about 
me. My husband granted press 
interviews saying I faked my ab-
duction with the bursar and was 
enjoying myself with him. Some 
said we faked the abduction and 
took the university funds to pay 
for it with our conspirators. The 
media was awash with such tales. 
Even when I was released, the tales 
continued. It was traumatising.

I have thus placed a curse on my 
detractors that the same thing that 
happened to me will surely happen 
to them.

The University of Education 
(now IAUE) trained me and even 
Goodluck Jonathan up to Master’s 
and Doctorate degrees through 
Professor Tasie. I felt I should pay 
back. My personal staff knew how 
relieved I was when I was removed 
as VC because they knew how I 
drove myself everyday for the sake 
of this University. It is common 
that when good people are on seat, 

many people hate it, and they rejoice 
when such people are removed, just 
like they did when Alfred Diete Spiff 
was removed as military governor 
of old Rivers State. Today, Diete-
Spiff is a demi-god here.

I nurtured this university from 
day one as the first VC to manage 
the change from College of Edu-
cation status to university status. 
All these big buildings you see 
here, I built them. I attracted many 
projects from TETFund especially 
when the present governor was 
minister of education. When they 
pushed me off unceremoniously, 
the university lost so much.

Paranoid: This abduction has left 
a huge scare on me. I look left and 
right anywhere I go and anywhere 
I am. I lock every door behind me. I 
have this feeling that somebody is 
about to stick a gun on me. 

My joy, my vindication
My greatest joy today is that 

my kidnappers have been caught, 
all of them, except the student. 
They have proved that it was not 
stage-managed. All the lies have 
been destroyed. My God is great. 
Imagine if I died without these 
facts coming up, I would have died 
in ignominy and in vain.

 Prof Rosemund Dienye Green-
Osahogulu, first VC of Rivers State 
University of Education, now Igna-
tius Ajuru University of Education, 
She spent 8 days in kidnappers’ 
den in PH in June, 2017.

Green-Osahogulu
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TIV group fears Army portrayal of Benue farmers as rustlers

The Tiv socio-cultural 
group, Mzough U Tiv 
has expressed fears over 
the motive behind the 
publication and circula-

tion of a pamphlet by the Nigerian 
Army which portrayed Tiv as cattle 
rustlers.

The pamphlet, which originated 
from the Civil Military Affairs De-
partment, Army Headquarters and 
published in Tiv has a conversation 
between a Tiv farmer and Fulani 
herdsmen translated as: 

“Fulani herder: I will no longer 
destroy your farm produce and no 
longer kill your people. You are my 
brother, we should live in peace. 

Tiv farmer: I too will no longer 
rustle or kill your cattle. You are my 
brother, let us live in peace.”

Circulation of the pamphlet 
started barely two days after the 
Nigerian Army commenced exer-
cise Ayem A Kpatuma, Cat Race 
which is targeted at ending attacks 
on farmers in Benue state and other 
North-Central states.

Tukur Buratai, Chief of Army 
Staff during the flag off of  Ayem 
A Kpatuma at Gbajimba, in Guma 
local government of Benue state 
said  the army were in the state to 
carry out an exercise that will help 
officers and soldiers understand 
the basics that is required for in-
ternal security operations which 
include ambushes, military patrol, 
including civil military activities 
that they will carry out as well as 
other programs that would help 
the military interact with the com-
munity members that would help 
us understand each other.

“The exercise will help in familia-
rising the troop with the challenges 
of internal security that is jointly 
conducted with other services 
of the arm forces as well as other 
security agencies especially the 

police DSS and other paramilitary 
organizations,” Buratai noted.

But in a swift reaction to the 
contents of the pamphlet, Edward 
Ujege, President General Mdzough 
u Tiv  decried the erroneous portray-
er of Benue farmers as cattle rustlers 
as it portends danger for the state.

Ujege in a press statement in 
Makurdi faulted the military for 
assuming very wrongly that Benue 
farmers were responsible for cattle 
rustling as portray in their distrib-
uted flyers.

“How can the Army portray 
innocent farmers who were killed 
in their sleep and farms as cattle 
rustlers, is that what they are in 

the state for? local crop farmers 
have no capability of rustling cattle, 
rustling can only be undertaken 
by professionals who are in cattle 
rearing,” he stated.

Ujege said it was clear from the 
flyers distributed that the military 
has acknowledged that the Fulani 
herdsmen were responsible for the 
large scale massacre and massive 
destruction in Benue.

He expressed worry that in-
stead of addressing issues of jus-
tice, reparation and compensation, 
it seems the army was compelling 
Benue people to accommodate the 
perpetrators of the heinous atroci-
ties in the state.

Ujege also noted that the mili-
tary did not also see it necessary 
to make reference to the Open 
Grazing Prohibition and Establish-
ment of Ranches Law 2017, which 
addresses the fundamental issues 
of making both the farmers and the 
herders to coexist in peace.

“The military is not only silent 
on the law, but from the look of 
things are rather encouraging open 
grazing with all its concomitant 
consequences which has further 
points to the fact that they are not 
in its support and are not ready to 
ensure the enforcement of the law.

“True to our predictions, the 
flag off of the exercise yesterday 
confirmed our fears. A pamphlet 
circulated by the Nigerian Army 
has defined the real intention of the 
military in Benue state.

“The pamphlet in Tiv Language 
confirmed that the military had 
come to provide cover for armed 
Fulani herdsmen to take over our 
land,” Ujege maintained.

He described as unacceptable 
the profiling of the Tiv people, 
insisting that the publication of the 
pamphlet in the Tiv language gave 
the impression that the Tiv were 
the target of the exercise, whereas 
the herdsmen attacks cut across 
the entire Benue which is multi 
ethnic state.

He described the conversation 
as unacceptable. The President 
General of Mdzough U Tiv said, if 
the military were to be relevant in 
the state, they must assist in chas-
ing away the invaders and restoring 
peace which could only be possible 
through the enforcement of the 
anti open grazing law.

The Nigeria Army reacting 
through the Deputy Director, Army 
Public Relations 707 Special Forces 
Brigade Olabisi Ayeni the Nigerian 
Army is a federal government agen-
cy saddled with the responsibility of 
protecting the lives and property of 
Nigerians as well as protect the ter-

ritorial integrity of Nigeria.
According to Ayeni, “All that the 

army needs to do here is to ensure 
that no Benue resident is killed or 
displaced from their homes, that is 
all we are doing. We want to ensure 
peaceful coexistence among the 
herders and farmers. We are not 
saying the Fulani herdsmen should 
not obey the anti open grazing 
law enacted by the Benue State 
government.

“Let me inform you that we had 
arrested some Fulani herdsmen 
that wanted to attack Governor 
Ortom’s farm in Guma and with 
all these success you should know 
that Operation Ayem A. Kpatuma 
is not in support of any group and 
is not in the pursuit or criticising 
any group.

“Our role is to make sure that 
Benue State is peaceful and one 
of the ways we are going about 
it is for the herders to know that 
either a Tiv man or an Idoma man 
or Igede man is a Nigerian like him 
and a herder who is not violent now 
is their brother,” the Army Spokes-
man added.

He said, however in the course 
of the military exercise if we found 
a violent herdsman that want to 
kill or displace any person in Benue 
State, we will get him arrested 
and  that is why we arrested some 
herdsmen for preventing the Tiv 
people from been peaceful in their 
own environment.

“So the way and manner we go 
in achieving a peaceful environ-
ment in Benue State especially in 
Guma and Logo local government 
areas of the state and Katsina-Ala 
local government is by using this 
psychological method to test 
these people that we are friends, 
don’t fight or pursue the other 
because we are one family. But 
however, if you saw anyone who 
want to kill you, report and we 
will get that person arrested,” he 
assured.

JAMES KWEN, Makurdi

Governor Samuel Ortom of Benue State

Continued from page 14



Workers prattling about ThankGodIkenna, pours lead acid into gutters at the back 
of the market
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Th e  m a c h i n e s 
w e r e  c o l d , 
a d o r n e d  w i t h 
dust particles 
weaving around 

the 4,000 square meter 
factory with the confidence 
of things that possessed 
where they lay. The paint-
ings on the buildings look 
bored and the flowers were 
the colour of ennui. Even 
the ambience had the look 
of funeral sadness and the 
glum faces of the workers 
speak of stillborn dreams.

We l c o m e  t o  Un i o n 
Autoparts Mfg. Co. Ltd, 
in Nnewi, Anambra state, 
south east, Nigeria. Home 
to West Africa’s biggest bat-
tery manufacturing plant, 
located in a country believed 
to dispose over 500,000 tons 
of used lead acid batteries 
every year but the plant can-
not find enough batteries 
required to breathe life into 
its forlorn machines.

“It’s really so sad, look 
at all these machines idling 
away, it breaks my heart,” 
says BopaiahKuttappa, the 
Indian, chief operating of-

ficer of the company who 
took me on a tourof the 
company’s facilities.

You would have to be 
misanthropist, the basest 
kind, not to feel the pain; 
indeed you would require 
a heart formed of stone 
not to ponder about the 
broken dreams, as you see 
brawny men, at the peak 
of their strength, idling 
away in groups tattling 
about a week-old English 
premiership game, when 
they should be coaxing the 
machines to hum.

But do not blame them, 
the critical raw material, 
used battery required for 
production is lacking.

The company
Union Autoparts Mfg. 

Co. Ltd, a member com-
pany of The Ibeto Group-
was established in 1987 by 
66 year-old,Cletus Ibeto, 
a Nigerian businessman 
from the industrial city of 
Nnewi, who started off 
importing spare parts.

I n  Ma r c h  1 9 8 8 ,  h e 
stopped direct importa-
tion of lead acid automo-

tive battery and plastic 
motor accessories after 
completing his factory in 
Nnewi. By 1995, The Ibeto 
Group had become one of 
the largest auto spare parts 
manufacturing outfits in 
the country, says his wike-
pedia page.

Th e  c o m p a n y  c o m -
menced the manufacture 
of Lead Acid batteries in 
1988and theproduction 
of Dry Charge Batteries 
in 2007. 

“We are a green field-
c o m p a n y  e n g a g e d  i n 
the manufacture of new 
batteries,processed lead 
as raw material, supplied 
from our modern lead re-
cycling plant” says Kut-
tappa.

The company which 
currently employs 380 
staff, commissioned its 2 
units of modernized 10ton 
each with state of the art 
technology rotary furnac-
es and two refinery units, 
making it the biggest bat-
tery recycling capacity in 
West Africa, in May 2015.

“Our Rotary and re-

Investigation: Why N3bn Ibeto battery 
manufacturing plant idles away
While a N3bn investment in a battery manufacturing plant idles away in Nnewi, informal recycling 
which constitute a threat to flora and fauna,flourishes in Lagos, writes ISAAC ANYAOGU.

fining furnaces are fully 
equipped with pollution 
control units and are there-
fore very environment 
friendly.  We have a month-
ly capacity of recycling 
1800mt of battery cells or 
21600mt of battery cells 
annually which translates 
to about 2,400,000 units 
of car batteries,” the com-
pany said in a presentation 
made to the Federal Gov-
ernment, sent to Business-
Day. Kuttappa said this 
translates to a capacity of 
250,000 tonnes annually.

The company fears its 
huge investment in this 
project is looking like a loss 
as used lead acid batteries 
collected by the competi-
tion whocut and bag the 
plates and export them to 
other countries is threat-
ening to put them out of 
business. These exporters 
buy from primary recyclers 
who smelt the battery 
plates into crude lead in-
gots and export them with 
serious consequences for 
the environment and the 
recyclers. 

“This singular act makes 
it impossible for our recy-
cling plant to have enough 
materials for production 
and consequently both the 
recycling plant and our bat-
tery plant are often idle due 
to lack of lead for produc-
tion,” says Kuttappa.

Where the batteries go
A 2016 research under-

taken by Recycling and 
Economic Development 
Initiative of Nigeria (RED-
DIN), a non-governmental 
organisation (NGO) with 
an environmental bent, 
supported by the Heinrich 
Boll Stiftung (HBS)Nige-
ria, a foundation canvass-
ing proper management of 

ULABs,discovered that ap-
proximately 110,300 tons 
of used lead acid batteries 
are generated in Nigeria 
annually. 

The figure has since 
been updated in 2018 to in-
clude to over 500,000 tons 
annually with the inclusion 
of solar PVs and growth 
in used car imports, says 
TerseerUgbo, who leads 
the NGO, citing research 
by other institutions.

The bulk of ULABs gen-
erated in Nigeria largely 
come from passenger cars, 
motorcycles and trucks. 
The collection system is 
informal including scav-
engers, battery retailers 
and scrap yard operators. 
Dealers pay between N5-
N10,000 each for a used 
lead acid battery depend-
ing on capacity, and move 
them to Lagos where they 
are crudely processed for 
lead inglots and exported 
to China and India for fur-
ther recycling.

Major ULABs dealers 
collect over 1,200 tons 
annually in their respec-
tive regions. In states like, 
Ogun, Anambra, Imo and 

Abuja visited during the 
course of this investiga-
tion, I met ThankGodIken-
na right in the heat of pro-
duction in Obosi scrap 
market (Ugbuka) in Anam-
bra state. He says his store 
collects about 500 tons 
of ULABs annually which 
they drain of acid and the 
content poured into gut-
ters or into the ground 
before it is packaged for 
shipment to Lagos.

Why is Ibeto not get-
ting batteries?

The research done by 
REDDIN indicated that 
over 42,000 tons of ULABs 
are traded in Lagos every 
year, despite Lagos being 
referred to as the recycling 
hub of Nigeria. It seemed 
absurd that the company 
would not find enough 
used batteries to recycle.

“The problem is the col-
lectors prefer to sell the 
batteries to those who 
are exporting because 
they buy from them a little 
higher than we pay, due to 
the huge investments we 
have made in our plants,” 
explains Kuttappa.

He further said, “We pay 



Lawrence Anukam, NESREA DG/CEO

Used Battery Management Flow Chart

Battery collection point, empty

Union battery brand rarely found in the Nigerian market
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workers who maintain the 
plant, we pay taxes to the 
government and then the 
cost of running the plant, 
so we cannot pay as high 
as the importers, whose 
only cost is paying for the 
batteries and transporting 
them to Lagos.”

Kuttappasays the com-
pany made a presenta-
tion last year calling on the 
ministry of environment to 
ban the export of battery 
scraps/ plates and crude 
lead ingots (scrap metals) 
and control unorganized, 
indiscriminate process-
ing of used batteries to 
protect health, safety and 
environment. For now it 
seems like a tall dream.

Lo o s e  g o v e r n m e n t 
regulation

Nigeria is a signatory 
to the 1992 Basel Con-
vention on the Control 
of Transboundary move-
m e n t s  o f  h a z a r d o u s 
wastes and their disposal. 
It is an international treaty 
designed to reduce the 
movements of hazardous 
waste, except radioactive 
waste, between nations, 
and specifically to pre-
vent transfer of hazardous 
waste from developed to 
less developed countries. 

This treaty was cre-
ated as part of a global 
response to poor man-
agement of hazardous 
waste. In1988, an Italian 
firm dumped 8,000 bar-
rels of hazardous waste to 
the small town of Koko, in 
Delta state, Nigeria in ex-

change for $100 monthly 
rent paid to a farmer for 
use of his farmland. This 
created global angst and 
soon prompted deep scru-
tiny in the management of 
hazardous waste.

By the terms of this 
c o n v e n t i o n ,  “ N i g e r i a 
should not be exporting 
used batteries when there 
is capacity in the country 
to recycle in the country,” 
says Kuttappa.

Beyond the loss of eco-
nomic value, there is a 
health implication to the 
informal recycling pro-
cess prevalent in Lagos. 
Lead-acid batteries con-
tain sulphuric acid and 
large amounts of lead. 
The acid is extremely cor-
rosive, and a good carrier 
for soluble lead and lead 
particulate. 

A highly, toxic metal, 
lead produces a range of 
adverse health effects 
particularly in young chil-
dren, including cardiovas-
cular, neurological and 
gastrointestinal diseases 
like anaemia, and mental 
retardation. 

A study by Oladele-
Osinbajo, a professor of 
Analytical/Environmen-
tal Chemistry at the Uni-
versity of Ibadan, con-
ducted on a discarded 
battery recycling site in 
Ibadan found high levels 
of lead in the slag waste 
and the surrounding soils.

“This means that the 
soil and the plants in the 
immediate environment 

of the waste are highly 
polluted with lead. Risk 
a s s e s s m e n t  i n d i c a t e d 
that plants, animals, man, 
groundwater quality and 
the general environment 
are at high risks of lead 
toxicity,” said Osinbajo 
in a workshop on ULABs 
management organised 
by Heinrich Boll Founda-
tion Nigeria.

Long term exposure 
can result in cancer, brain 
and kidney damage in hu-
man. Further dangers in-
clude hearing impairment 
and it can affect children’s 
cognitive development. 

To mitigate this prob-
lem, the National Envi-
ronmental Standards and 
Regulations Enforcement 
Ag e n c y  ( N E S R E A ) ,  a 
government agencyen-
forcing all environmen-
tal laws, guidelines and 
regulations in Nigeria has 
developed an Extended 
Producer Responsibility 
(EPR) framework, which 
shifts the responsibility 
for waste management 
from government to pri-
vate industry, obliging 
p r o d u c e r s ,  i m p o r t e r s 
and/or sellers to inter-
n a l i s e  w a s t e  m a n a g e -
ment costs in their prod-
u c t  p r i c e s  a n d  e n s u r e 
the safe handling of their 
products.

Recyclers and collec-

proper inventory of prod-
ucts. While significant 
work has been done on 
electronic waste, used 
batteries elude firm regu-
lation.

“ Th e  Ag e n c y  ( N E S -
REA) is awaiting the sec-
tor players to organise 
t h e m s e l v e s  a n d  b r i n g 
up a plan for EPR imple-
mentation and submit to 
NESREA for review and 
approval,” says  Miran-
daAmachree, director, 
Inspection and Enforce-
m e n t   D e p a r t m e n t  o f 

c a l l y,  w h y  n o t  w e  c a n 
restrict exports, if you 
must take it outside, let 
it those components that 
you cannot really deal 
with internally,” says Law-
rence Anukam, NESREA 
DG/CEO.

The REDDIN research 
cited earlier found that 
everyyear, an estimated 
110,300 tons of used lead 
acid batteries are gener-
ated from the transport 
sector with each ton sold 
at N340,000. This trans-
lates to a market value 

sible for sterner regula-
tions by the ministry of 
environment which now 
limits the quantity of bat-
tery they can export to 
only 15-20 containers in 
a year.

“Let me be very frank 
with you, there is no re-
cycler in Nigeria that has 
the capacity to do real re-
cycling, we don’t have fa-
cilities, we don’t even have 
power. Everyone is just 
processing the lead and 
packaging for exports in In-
dia and China where they 
have facilities to recycle 
every component of the 
battery,” Asoegwu said.

The objective for set-
ting up Union Autoparts 
Mfg. Co. Ltdplant is for 
the company to assist in lo-
cal manufacturing of new 
batteries. Its brand, Union 
batteries is rarely found in 
the market.

“Go everywhere, you 
can’t find the new bat-
teries they claim to pro-
duce,” says Asoegwu, “It 
is possible they are also 
into export of lead as we 
are doing.” 

However, BopaiahKut-
tappa in response said 
most of the claims by the 
exporter where not true. 
He maintained that the 
company was not into any 
form of export of lead in-
glots as their rotary fur-
naces are still functional.

“It is true we do not buy 
as high as the other people, 
that is because of the cost 
of production, we run fac-
tories, we pay staff and we 
are producing batteries, 
so our cost is higher,” he 
reiterated.

“But we are creating 
jobs locally and supporting 
the local economy,” Kut-
tappa said.

From the interview with 
the NESREA DG/CEO, 
the government has no 
plans to ban the exports 
of used lead acid batter-
ies. Apart from the Lagos 
state government whose 
agency, the LASEPA regu-
larly conducts trainings 
and actively regulates the 
operators, other states in 
Nigeria have no serious 
policy to manage used bat-
teries and other hazardous 
waste.

tors bear the primary re-
sponsibility in the EPR. 
Recyclers are required to 
mandatorily subscribe to 
the concept, ensure safe 
management of waste, 
d e s i g n  a n d  i m p l e m e n t 
a p p r o p r i a t e  E P R  p r o -
gramme and administer 
recovery and recycling 
p r o g r a m m e s ,  r e g i s t e r 
w i t h  t h e  Pr o d u c e r  Re -
sponsibility Organisation 
(PRO), renew registra-
tion annually and keep 

NESREA in a presenta-
tion at the HBS workshop 
on the subject.

Only marginal prog-
ress seemed to have been 
made on this front. Law-
rence Anukam, director 
general of the NESREA in 
an interview on February 
21, in his office in Abuja, 
said the sector players 
have now nominated a 
PRO and his parastatal 
was ramping up enforce-
ment, calling on states to 
partner with the organ-
isation.

Anukam also indicated 
that Nigeria was willing 
to implement the terms 
of the Basel Convention 
that requires that coun-
tries should only export 
components of hazard-
ous materials to other 
countries only when it 
does not have the capac-
ity to recycle, while the 
other country has.

“The key thing is to 
encourage local content 
but it becomes a problem 
when some people will 
claim they are recycling 
here, they extract some 
components the others 
they dump somewhere. If 
it is properly established 
that you can recycle lo-

of N37.5billon. The cost 
of transportation of each 
ton is put at N11,000 and 
at the rate of 110,300 
t o n e s ,  t h e  e s t i m a t e d 
cost is put at N1.2billion.  
When volumes from the 
solar energy sector are 
added, it comes to over 
250,000 tonnes annually, 
putting the conservative 
total value of Nigeria’s 
ULABs market at over 
N100billion.

A  m a r k e t  t h i s  l a r g e 
clearly requires more scru-
tiny that it is getting. How-
ever, an exporter I spoke 
to said the issues were 
more nuanced. Charles 
As o e g w u ,  t h e  C E O  o f 
Lagos-based, Charzom 
Concept Ltd, one of the 
biggest exporters of lead 
inglots processed locally 
for exports in China and 
India refuted the claims 
by Union Autoparts Mfg. 
Co. Ltd, claiming the actual 
problem is lack of capacity.

“This is just pure pro-
paganda ,” he said. “The 
company does not have 
the capacity to recycle the 
used batteries generated 
in Nnewi alone let alone 
the whole Nigeria.” 

Asoegwu accused the 
company of being respon-



Ajaokuta: A long, winding road to nowhere?
CHUKS OLUIGBO AND MABEL DIMMA

At a time when gov-
ernments across the 
world are adopting 
various forms of Pub-
lic Private Partnership 

(PPP) as the preferred model of 
infrastructure development, it is 
difficult to understand House of 
Representatives Speaker Yakubu 
Dogara’s insistence that the Ni-
gerian government must find 
money from anywhere, even if it 
means borrowing, to complete 
the Ajaokuta Steel Company.

Dogara, who recently made 
history as the first sitting speaker 
to lead members of the House 
on an oversight tour to Ajao-
kuta Steel Company Limited in 
Kogi State, told reporters after 
visiting the massive industrial 
complex that the National As-
sembly would strongly oppose 
any moves to concession the 
completion of the company, but 
would support private partner-
ship on the management aspect, 
since it is an established fact that 
government is not a good man-
ager of enterprises.

To be clear, Dogara’s argu-
ments for the resuscitation and 
completion of the Ajaokuta Steel 
project are quite in order. No 
doubt, industrialisation is the 
bedrock of economic develop-
ment of any nation and a vibrant 
steel sector is a starting point. This 
was why the idea of the steel mill 
was conceived in the first place.

“As independence drew near 
for Nigeria, the place of steel as 
the heartbeat of modern indus-
trialization was not lost on the 
Nigerian political elite. The steel 
industry provides materials for 
a limitless range of industrial and 
construction works,” Onwuka 
N. Njoku, emeritus professor of 
History at the University of Ni-
geria, Nsukka, wrote in Economic 
History of Nigeria 19th and 20th 
Centuries (Enugu: Magnet Busi-
ness Enterprises, 2001).

The huge economic potential 
of Ajaokuta steel mill is not debat-
able. In a recent interview after 
the House of Representatives 
visited Ajaokuta, Speaker Dogara 
listed some of the benefits to 
include 2 million multi-sectoral 
jobs with at least 10,000 engi-
neers employed, thousands of 
other jobs for technicians and 
other staff, and other lines that 
will open, engaging a lot of people 
that will bring prosperity to the 
country.

“And then you can start to talk 
about plenty of economic activi-
ties with people coming here to 
establish industries because of 
the availability of cheap sources 
of energy due to power gener-
ated here, as well as access to 
gas links to the south- south,” 
Dogara said.

“Right now, we are taking 
about building the power plant in 
the North-East; it is going to con-
sume hundreds and thousands 
tonnes of steel. We are talking 
about Second Niger Bridge, do 
you know how many hundreds 
of thousands tonnes of steel it 
would consume? So, are we go-

ing to send all this money abroad 
in order to buy steel when we 
know that with a fraction of that 
amount, we can complete this 
plant, supply the entirety of the 
steel that we need to complete 
this power plant in Ajaokuta and 
build the Second Niger Bridge?” 
he further said.

However, his insistence that 
the government must find money 
from anywhere, wherever it 
could be found, “even if it means 
borrowing”, to complete the proj-
ect does not sit well with many 
Nigerians who know the story 
of Ajaokuta and how much of a 
conduit for siphoning public fund 
it had been over the years.

“Our own resolve is that it 
must be completed. No matter 
where we are going to get this 
money from, as legislators, we are 
compelled to give the executive 
the legislative backing to get it to 
complete this plant,” Dogara said.

“Once it is completed, we can 
now begin to talk about how to 
run it and for me, I don’t care even 
if it is outsourced, the point is the 
sustenance over a long period of 
time so that the job does not dry 
up. What we are doing does not 
end at the middle of the road that 
it is completed but sustaining it 
for the economic prosperity of 
this great nation,” he said.

But a stock market analyst 
who spoke on condition of ano-
nymity alleged that the talks 
about concessioning or finding 
money to complete Ajaokuta 
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has more to do with raising funds 
for prosecuting the 2019 general 
elections than with any thoughts 
on economic development.

“What do you expect? Elec-
tions are close and politicians are 
looking for money. They have a 
list of projects to milk election 
funds from. Trust me, Ajaokuta 
Steel Company is one of them,” 
said the stock market analyst.

In the beginning
On w u k a  Nj o k u  (q u o t e d 

above) wrote that the story of 
the Ajaokuta Steel Company 
exemplifies most of the indices of 
Nigeria’s industrial trauma: “utter 
foreign dependence, hasty plan-
ning, absence of coordination, 
vaulting ambition coupled with 
a lack of vision, and unbridled 
presidential robbery”.

The idea to have a steel indus-
try in Nigeria was conceived in 
1958 by the government. This 
was followed by preliminary 
market studies directed towards 
the feasibility of establishing roll-
ing mills.

According to Njoku, Western 
European firms contracted in 
1958 to do a feasibility study 
of the prospect of a viable steel 
industry in Nigeria returned a 
negative verdict, citing the qual-
ity of Nigerian coal and iron ore. 
In 1967, however, a Russian firm 
contracted to do another feasibil-
ity study returned a favourable 
verdict.

“Subsequently, Decree No. 

19 of 1971 set up the Niger Steel 
Development Authority and 
charged it with the responsi-
bility to see to the establish-
ment of steel mills in Nigeria. In 
1979, General Obasanjo laid the 
foundation of the Delta Steel 
Complex, Aladja, (DSCA) near 
Warri. The Aladja mill was de-
scribed as ‘Africa’s most modern 
steel complex’. Two years after 
(1981), President Shagari laid the 
foundation of the giant Ajaokuta 
Steel Company (ASC), with a 
price tag of more than $5 billion,” 
Njoku said.

According to a December 
2017 report published on Pre-
mium Times, the integrated Ajao-
kuta steel plant was envisaged 
to have multiplier effects on all 
sectors of the Nigerian economy, 
such as the industrial, agriculture, 
transport and construction sec-
tors, among others.

“The steel plant was designed 
to produce 1.3 million tonnes of 
liquid steel per annum in its phase 
one, with a built-in capacity to 
expand its production to 2.6 mil-
lion tonnes of flat iron and steel 
products in its second phase and 
phase three plan was planned 
to produce 5.2 million tonnes of 
various types of steel products, 
including heavy plates.

“The steel plant complex also 
has highly sophisticated assem-
blage of 43 different plants made 

up of a web of complex iron, cable 
and machinery of different sizes and 
functions.

“Out of the 43 plants, 40 are already 
completed and can produce indepen-
dently. Ajaokuta steel has the capac-
ity to become a major producer of 
industrial machineries, auto-electrical 
spare-parts, shipbuilding, railways and 
carriages,” Premium Times reports.

However, 37 years after work began 
on the steel complex, with more than 
$10 billion spent and with 98 percent 
completion as far back as 1994, ac-
cording to sources, Ajaokuta Steel 
Company Limited (ASCON) is yet to 
produce single steel till date. Instead, 
government sources say it needs an ad-
ditional $1.2 billion to complete it, even 
though Speaker Dogara argues that 
$500 million can complete the project.

A permanent money-guzzler
Writing as far back as 2001, Njoku 

painted a sorry picture of Ajaokuta at 
the time. According to him, the com-
plex, once abuzz with activity, had 
gone into stupor, even though over 
$4 billion had already been spent on 
it. To make it worse, furnace, grounded 
tractors and vehicles in the complex 
became quiet haven for livestock and 
other animals, while birds built their 
nests in cranes suspended in midair.

He added, however, that to percep-
tive observers, the fate of Ajaokuta in 
particular and the steel mills generally 
was predictable.

“Experts had warned that the qual-
ity of Nigeria coal and iron would 
not support the heavy steel industry 
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planned. As it turned out, iron ore has 
had to be imported from Brazil and 
Liberia, a country convulsed by years 
of fratricidal war. The energy require-
ments of the two companies (Aladja 
and Ajaokuta), when in full production, 
would be more than what the country 
itself used to consumer,” Njoku said.

He said it was, therefore, not surpris-
ing that the World Bank refused to com-
mit money to the project, arguing that 
Ajaokuta would become “a permanent 
foreign exchange guzzler”, a prediction 
that had long come true.

Like Ajaokuta, like Aladja
Njoku, quoting Yakubu Moham-

med, said Aladja and Ajaokuta steel 
complexes provide ample evidence of 
Nigeria’s industrial ambition.

Built on a 175-hectare expanse of 
land by a German-Austrian consortium, 
Aladja was estimated to cost N1.26 
billion and was expected to produce 
about 960,000 tonnes of cast billets 
per annum.

On the other hand, Ajaokuta, which 
is five times more ambitious and far 
costlier than Aladja, occupies 8,800 
hectares of land. A highly integrated 
complex consisting of a pellet plant, a 
direct reduction plant, among others, 
Ajaokuta was conceived to be prose-
cuted in three phases and was expected 
to produce around 5.2 million metric 
tonnes of structural steel per annum at 
full capacity.

Unfortunately, the steel mills have 
failed to act as the heartbeat of Nigeria’s 
industrial ambition and have rather 
been a sort of virus sapping its strength 
and vitality.

“More than twenty years after their 
births, none of the two steel mills has 
been fully completed, not even the first 
phase of the Ajaokuta complex. In 1992, 
Aladja was producing only at 18 percent 
capacity; Ajaokuta lagged far behind,” 
Njoku wrote in 2001.

One factor that direly affected these 
mills was the politics of industrial loca-
tion.

“Aladja is located at ‘the tail end of 
Nigeria’ while the other mills are located 
far inland. Oshogbo rolling mill, 400km 
away, is the nearest to Ajaokuta, 100km 
farther away. Non-provision of rails as 
projected impelled transportation and 
distribution of products by road. Not 
built to withstand such heavy loads, the 
roads and bridges deteriorated fast. All 
these problems have contributed to 
make locally produced iron/steel far 
costlier than imported ones. Strangely, 
none of the mills was producing flat 
sheets which constituted about 58 
percent of the metal goods consumed 
in the country,” said Njoku.

Ajaokuta ‘steal meal’
While poor planning and conception 

have severely hindered the full takeoff 
and efficient running of Ajaokuta and 
Aladja steel mills in the country, more 
benumbing is the story of corruption 
in the two mills. Unfortunately, the two 
mills have long remained a conduit by 
politicians to siphon public funds.

For instance, according to Njoku, 
Paul Unongo, former minister of steel, 
once accused the then ruling National 
Party of Nigeria (NPN) of receiving 
N100 million as kick-back from over-
valued steel contracts. Neither the party 
nor the government denied the charge.

“In August-September 1996, M. 
Wakawa, the managing director of 
ASC, conducted kangaroo auction sales 
which ‘virtually stripped the company 

bare’. Such critical equipment as 
plant, vehicles, generators, etc 
were sold to ‘selected buyers, 
mostly military men, at ridicu-
lously give-away prices’. It was as if 
Ajaokuta was for scrap,” he wrote.

But it was under Sani Aba-
cha’s dictatorial watch that a 
death blow was dealt to Ajaokuta 
through a debt buy-back scam. 
This was what happened as nar-
rated by Njoku:

“The contracting Russian firm, 
Tiajproexport (TPE), had bills 
amounting to around $3.1 billion 
owed to it by ASC. The Nigerian 
government, which in effect was 
synonymous with Abacha, ap-
peared not inclined to settle the 
bills, to the exasperation of TPE. 
TPE, it seems, was persuaded by 
Abacha to sell the bills for $500 
million, far below their face val-
ue. Panar Shipping Corporation 
(PSC) of Liberia, apparently front-
ing for the Abacha family, bought 
the bills.

“Shortly after, the Nigeria gov-
ernment bought back the bills 
from PSC at the original price of 
$3.1 billion (instead of $500 mil-
lion). The difference ($2.6 billion) 
was shared between Abacha’s 
family and Anthony Ani, Minister 
of Finance, and Bashir Dalhatu, 
Minister of Power and Steel.”

It was for these reasons that 
the Nigerian public at one point 
chose to call Ajaokuta the “Steal 
Meal”.

Embroiled in fiasco
Beyond the other issues that 

have held it down since its con-
struction, Ajaokuta Steel Com-
pany has also been embroiled in 
several issues. Several concession 
agreements have been signed and 

terminated. 
A case in point was the conces-

sion agreement entered into with 
Solgas Energy. In June 2003, Solgas 
Energy, a limited liability company 
incorporated under the laws of the 
Isle of Man, entered into a conces-
sion agreement with the Federal 
Government and Ajaokuta Steel 
Company to complete, refurbish 
and expand the Ajaokuta Steel 
Plant and build a gas processing 
plant to supply the steel plant 
with electrical power. On August 
11, 2004, Solgas wrote to the 
Federal government stating that 
it had been unsuccessful in secur-
ing the necessary capital required 
to fulfil its obligations. On August 
12, 2004, Solgas and the Federal 
Government of Nigeria entered 
into an agreement terminating the 
concession.

Thereafter, Global Steel Hold-
ing Company, which was earlier 
subcontracted by Solgas on the 
Ajaokuta project under the name 
of Global Infrastructure Holdings 
Limited, entered a new concession 
agreement with the Federal Gov-
ernment relating to the steel plant. 
The concession contract was later 
terminated by the President Umar 
Musa Yar’Adua government.

In 2011, the Federal Govern-
ment rejected an out-of-court set-
tlement with Global Infrastructure 
Holdings Limited (GIHL) over the 
cancellation of the concession of 
ASCON.

Musa Sada, minister of mines 
and steel development at that 
time, said then that the govern-
ment would see the case through 
as it intended to transform the 
place.

“As I am talking to you, there is 
a study of economic rate of return 

on the two facilities (referring 
to the Nigeria Iron Ore Mining 
Company). I think it is about to 
be concluded very soon. It is being 
coordinated by the minister of the 
economy because it is not a tech-
nical thing, it is strictly business,” 
Sada had said.

He had added that the gov-
ernment did not want to repeat 
past mistakes, and so, had raised 
an economic team to carry out a 
study on what to do with the two 
entities (Ajaokuta and NIOMC), 
and that the team headed by the 
coordinating minister for the 
economy, Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala, 
would study the possible scale 
of return from the plants. Seven 
years after, the picture of Ajaokuta 
still looks dreary and bleak.

In 2016, President Muhamma-
du Buhari signed a modified con-
cession agreement with GIHL to 
enable the firm retain the National 
Iron Ore Mining Company, while 
the Federal Government took 
over the Ajaokuta Steel, thereby 
settling the legal bottlenecks sur-
rounding the companies out of 
court. The modified seven-year 
concession agreement was signed 
on August 1, 2016.

The move, according to Kayo-
de Fayemi, minister of mines and 
steel development, was in line 
with President Buhari’s repeated 
promise to diversify the Nigerian 
economy and create jobs through 
agriculture and extraction of solid 
minerals.

However, those in the know 
raised brows over what the future 
held given that Global Infrastruc-
ture Holdings Company, owned 
by Pramod Mittal, an Indian, has 
no record of any successful steel 
business anywhere in the world.

In May last year, Joseph Isah, 
sole administrator of Ajaokuta 
Steel Complex, told journalists in 
Ajaokuta that the Federal Gov-
ernment was considering three 
options to bring back the plant to 
life. These options, he said, were 
outright sale, concession, and joint 
venture partnership.

That consideration followed 
the submission of a report on the 
possible transaction routes that 
could be taken by the Federal 
Government to rehabilitate the 
steel complex by the transaction 
advisers and consultants, Green-
wich Trust Limited.

Isah said that it would cost 
about $700 million to complete 
the plant and put it to good use; 
and another $663 million in exter-
nal infrastructure financing for the 
transportation of the plant’s raw 
materials and final products.

Yet, during the 2018 budget 
defence of the Ministry of Mines 
and Steel Development before 
the joint Senate and Representa-
tives Committee on Power, Steel 
Development and Metallurgy led 
by Enyinnaya Abaribe (PDP, Abia 
South) in January, Fayemi said it 
would be difficult to fully conces-
sion Ajaokuta due to legal issues 
from the decision of the London 
Court of Arbitration over the 
ownership of the steel complex.

Meanwhile, according to re-
ports in the public domain, the 
Federal Government was plan-
ning to re-concession Ajaokuta 
Steel Complex but stakeholders in 
the Nigerian Metallurgical Society 
urged it to complete the remaining 
2 percent and operate the plant 
for few years before any other 
concession. 
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Jacob Zuma, ANC and the future of South Africa

In spite of his initial grand-
stand, it was obvious that 
the days of former South 
Africa’s President, Jacob 
Zuma, in power are num-

bered. The moment the coun-
try’s ruling African National Con-
gress (ANC) formally asked him 
to resign, discerning watchers 
of events in the Madiba nation 
knew that it was a just a matter 
of time before the defiant Zuma 
says his final goodbye.

The ANC’s decision to recall 
him without delay followed 
marathon talks of the party’s 
top echelon. Jacob Zuma, 75, 
had at the outset agreed to step 
down, but only in the next three 
to six months.

Zuma’s nine years in office 
was dogged with controversies. 
He has severally faced calls for 
resignation after it was found 
out that he has misused 246m 
rand (£13.73m) of taxpayers 
on the upgrade of security in his 
country home. The total spend-
ing amounted to eight times the 
estimated present-day value of 
securing the home of Nelson 
Mandela, South Africa’s first 
black president.

The discovery was an in-
jurious blow to Zuma, whose 
presidency was characterized 
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by copious scandals. While his 
village lacks access to electric-
ity or potable water, Zuma’s 
country home project demon-
strates audacious implausible 
affluence. He was equally ac-
cused of uncanny arrogance of 
power and gross insensitivity 
as his neighbours were ordered 
to move home without proper 
authorization, thereby costing 
government millions in public 
fund. Zuma was also indicted of 
conflict of interest by engaging 
his private architect who earned 
a mind boggling 16.5m rand 
(£922,796) from the project.

Zuma, a past Robben Island 
convict and a polygamous Zulu 
conservative, is no alien to scan-
dal. He was exonerated of rape 
and merely became President 
after more than 700 corruption, 
fraud, money-laundering and 
racketeering charges against 
him were dropped on technical 
ground shortly before his elec-
tion in 2009.

As it is typical in Africa, the 
government’s own investigation 
cleared Zuma of wrongdoing, on 
the basis that the improvements 
in Zulu’s homestead were neces-
sary for security reasons. It, how-
ever, remains illogical as to how 
‘improvements’ which included  
construction of  a visitors’ centre, 
amphitheatre, cattle enclosure, 
marquee area, extensive pav-
ing, new houses for relocated 
relatives and a swimming pool 
are required to improve security.

In 2016, the country’s highest 
court ruled that Zuma debased 

the constitution by failing to pay 
back government money spent 
on his private home. In 2018, the 
Supreme Court of Appeal ruled 
that he must face 18 counts of 
corruption, fraud, racketeering 
and money-laundering relating 
to a 1999 arms deal.  Also, Zuma 
has been linked to the wealthy 
India-born Gupta family, who 
are allegedly involved in several 
shady deals with Zuma. With the 
resignation of Zuma, it is being al-
leged that a prominent member 
of the Gupta family is currently 
on the run.

The damage that controversy 
ridden years of Zuma has done to 
the image of the ANC is, no doubt, 
massive. The party which used to 
be the leading and most popular 
party in South Africa is gradually 
losing its prominence among the 
country’s electorates. This much 
came to fore during the 2016 local 
elections when it polled merely 
54%, its worst result since 1994 
when Mandela became the First 
Black President of South Africa.

Analysts have affirmed that it 
is, indeed, the fear of doing poorly 
in the 2019 election that spurred 
ANC top echelons to desperately 
push for Zuma’s exit. It was evi-
dent that South Africans were fed 
up with Zuma’s amateurish style 
of handling major issues in the 
country and could further express 
their anger in the 2019 elections 
by massively voting against the 
ANC. Indeed, some ANC party 
leaders confirmed that Zuma was 
dismissed because of the party’s 
electoral prospects. It was argued 
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that the longer Zuma stayed in 
power, the harder it would be for 
Ramaphosa to rebuild the A.N.C. 
before national elections in 2019.

Meanwhile, South Africa’s 
principal opposition parties – the 
Democratic Alliance and the Eco-
nomic Freedom Fighters – hope 
to exploit the ANC’s weaknesses 
in the 2019 election, with one 
possible outcome being a coali-
tion government. It is, thus, clear 
that Ramaphosa, the new man in 
charge of both the ANC and the 
country has a lot of work to do. 
One, he needs to unite his heav-
ily divided party. This becomes 
imperative considering his slim 
margin of victory over Mr. Zuma’s 
chosen successor at the Decem-
ber 2017 ANC Conference. Sec-
ond, he will have to move fast to 
boost a declining economy and 
persuade South Africans that 
their wellbeing would improve 
under his ANC government.

Only time will tell if Rama-
phosa , a billionaire business 
man, who has been Deputy 
President since 2014, has all it 
takes to reposition the ANC and 
also improve the fortune of his 
country. Since he became party 
leader last December, he has 
spoken compellingly against cor-
ruption and he is famous among 
A.N.C. leaders as a reformer. 
The months ahead will certainly 
decide whether he can actually 
walk the talk. 

Ogunbiyi is of the  Lagos State 
Mi n i s t r y  o f  I n f o r m a t i o n  a n d 
Strategy, Alausa, Ikeja
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Ni g e r i a  c a n  t a k e  h e r 
turn to rule the world 
in compliance to the 
purpose for which all- 

inclusive natural resources are 
variously deposited extravagantly 
in our backyards. However, the 
self-constructed barriers to our 
nature-assigned throne have to 
be bulldozed out of vogue before 
we can gain access into our palace.

Change or innovativeness is the 
wheel of progress. Our indefensi-
ble poverty in a land of overflowing 
abundance is an irritant, a stigma 
and a devaluation of the dignity of 
the black race.

What is your opinion concern-
ing this report? It was published 
that an international charitable or-
ganisation lost more than $50m to 
corruption through over-invoicing, 
ghost workers etc in West Africa 
during ebola crisis. What a lam-
entable indulgence, the extent 
that people can go to endanger, 
not only a neighbours destiny but 
human lives in an  uncontrolled 
desperation for unearned wealth. 
More frightening is some people’s 
extension of inhumane aggression 
for wealth accumulation to even 
funds that are pooled by charity, a 
love expression that, in the first in-
stance, we have a strange distaste 
for. This is attitude disaster.

However, the announcement 
of Muhammadu Buhari as the 
president-elect in 2015 kindled a 
silent and salient revolution, a re-

Buharism and the psychology of development
newed hope in our political history 
that provides an opportunity for a 
national rebirth. The dread created 
by the president-elect, reputed for 
integrity and zero tolerance of cor-
ruption, resulted in a stampede by 
former political office holders for 
self-probing and self-enforcement 
of the verdict of guilt that was ac-
companied by voluntary refund of 
public resources looted even prior 
to the swearing-in of the president-
elect. This is Buharism, the influ-
ence and affluence of integrity.

The love of money is the root 
of failure boom, a full eclipse of 
failure in all departments of life. 
Its off-shoot of poverty epidemy 
is further strengthened by the re-
sistance to change in governance.

Buharism, a rescue interven-
tion, can be interpreted as an 
integrity-controlled leadership 
philosophy that elevates people 
to the status of prime stakehold-
ers in governance to consequently 
inspire a conscientious pursuit by 
leadership, of the respect, safe-
keep, promotion, defense and en-
forcement of the reign of peoples’ 
interests and entitlements. A 
conscience produces according to 
its nature and a dead conscience 
cannot produce a living economy.

Buharism philosophy is smartly 
generating lively solutions in our 
body polity including the hasty fit-
ting, to the one-legged oil economy 
that President Buhari inherited, 
additional two legs of agro-allied 
economy and solid mineral econo-
my meanwhile. This has expanded 

chronic dependency syndrome 
then, even on third world coun-
tries, reconcilable to vision 2020 
which was then barely five years 
away.

We are witnessing an unprec-
edented competitive democ-
racy with states championing 
innovative industrial evolution 
in agro-allied investments in 
states like Ebonyi, Kaduna, Kebbi 
etc; innovative investments in 
dairy products, establishment 
of industrial parks and a host of 
other wealth and job creation 
initiatives including the ambition 
of Prof. Ben Ayade, the executive 
governor of Cross River State of 
establishing a significant factory 
including computer, laptop, GSM 
handsets and garments manufac-
turing factory in each of the local 
governments.

The unprecedented upsurge 
of sabotage and the emergence 
of a frightening dimension of cor-
ruption fight-back are inimical to 
progress. Saboteur subterranean 
economy, behind-the-scene ac-
tivities of saboteurs, are thriving, 
unpleasantly, with ever-increasing 
volume of trade.

The change philosophy is equal-
ly redefining governance in, for 
instance, Kaduna State with lead-
ership expansive mindfulness of its 
action effects in order to maximize 
value addition to people. One clas-
sic change enforcement decision 
of Mall. Nasir El-Rufai, governor of 
Kaduna State is the sack of twenty-
one thousand teachers that were 

discovered to be incompetent to 
add value to school pupils’ grossly 
low productivity.

Cumulatively, the twenty-one 
thousand teachers taught, perhaps 
one million pupils per school year, a 
non-fruitful investment. A genuine 
democrat will always prioritise 
the security of the interests of one 
million pupils even when voiceless 
and defenseless, over and above 
twenty - one thousand people 
that may have a mega voice. His 
Excellency’s genuine defense of 
the voiceless is a democratic virtue 
that has been uncommon in our 
political life.

With the grossly low produc-
tivity of the teachers there is 
apparent imbalance, an exchange 
value in equivalence between 
the salary paid and the value of 
knowledge transferred to the 
pupils’ with the teachers failing 
to deliver as bargained. This 
imbalance should have been a 
passionate concern of Nigeria 
Labour Congress (NLC) to effect 
adjustment in any state it may 
exist in pursuit of prudence in 
tax payer’s funds application by 
government and in grooming the 
pupils as potential participating 
labour force, in order to arm them 
with quality capacity.

Resultant from the reforms, Ka-
duna State ranks topmost in Ease 
of Doing Business nationwide. 
Also, an Africa country and sev-
eral states in Nigeria are perfecting 
plans to adopt Kaduna State Local 
Government reform strategy.
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the capacity of our economy to ab-
sorb even rude shocks to save the 
people from exposure to avoidable 
socio-economic travails.

Also, the extra-large appetite 
for imported products including 
near-stale rice has been reformed 
radically. The projected self-grown 
output of seven million metric tons 
of rice this year will make us to be 
proudly self-sufficient, a three year 
feat of this leadership that many 
people were thinking unrealisable 
even in a decade. In 2015, Nigeria 
had six million farmers that has 
been grown  up to twelve million 
farmers in 2018 to makes us, no 
more a major importer of rice but 
a major producer of rice,  a strategy 
that has somewhat repatriated 
massive wealth and jobs.   

The political economy of crude 
oil price crash should have plunged 
us into a deep misfortune if it had 
happened in the then one legged 
economy, that is, prior to the emer-
gence of integrity-controlled gov-
ernance. If there was deficiency in 
the past, in managing boom with 
crude oil price at over $100 per 
barrel, a claim of competence to 
manage economic recession at an 
average crude oil price of $50 per 
barrel, is spurious, unpatriotic, and 
indefensible.

With a third world country’s 
publication recently that Nigeria’s 
rice import from her dropped from 
644,131 metric tonnes in 2015, the 
year that President Buhari took 
over leadership to mere 21,0000 
metric tons in 2017, how was this 
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At a point in the history 
of Abia State, a gang 
of criminals seized the 
state. They made Aba, 

the state’s commercial hub, their 
operational base and the city be-
came unsafe as kidnappers, rap-
ists, armed robbers, oil thieves, 
cultists, and sundry criminals 
unleashed a reign of terror. Their 
activities took a huge toll on the 
state’s economy as banks and 
some businesses were forced 
to close shop. The situation also 
forced residents to flee the state 
en masse. Prospective local and 
foreign investors were stiffly 
scared.

Analysts attributed that reign 
of terror to many factors. Promi-
nent among them was the dis-
lodgement of the militants in the 
Niger Delta through the Amnesty 
Programme which compelled 
them to resort to Abia as a haven, 
coupled with the state’s strate-
gic position as a gateway state 
serving as an exit point for about 
seven states.

To d a y,  t h e  n a r r a t i v e  h a s 
changed. Abians in diaspora and 
at home now witness crime-free 
celebrations during yuletide. The 
2017 Christmas is a case in point. 
As Governor Okezie Ikpeazu 
puts it, “Abians enjoyed their 
2017 Christmas season without 
any bad news of criminality.”

Abia’s steady march to becoming Nigeria’s safest state
Another sore point of the se-

curity challenge witnessed in the 
state when the criminals were 
holding sway was incessant bank 
robberies. But since the inception 
of this administration in 2015, 
Abia has not recorded any bank 
robbery, neither has there been 
any ambush by gunmen on a bul-
lion van moving cash for banks 
from one point to the other.

Governor Ikpeazu has lived up 
to his promises during his inau-
gural address to Abians on May 
29, 2015. He had said, “Security 
of lives and property is of great 
importance to me and will be re-
flected in our coming actions and 
policies. My administration will 
continue to provide necessary 
support to the security agencies 
to sustain and uphold the current 
peaceful atmosphere.”

The 2016 reported crimes 
data from the National Bureau 
of Statistics ranked Abia as the 
second safest state in the country. 
And Gov. Ikpeazu is not resting on 
his oars to make the state safer. 
To demonstrate that security is 
central to the policies of his ad-
ministration and would not be 
relegated to the background, 
Gov. Ikpeazu had repeatedly as-
sured Abians of strengthening 
the existing security situation in 
the state and continuous support 
to the law enforcement agencies 
to improve and sustain a more 
efficient incident response time 
and introduce contemporary 
technology-based solutions to 

assist in the enhancement of 
security.

The latest on the governor’s 
strides is the recent launch of 
Security Fund. The fund is part 
of the state’s effort to enhance 
the present security situation 
by deploying money generated 
from the fund to procure logis-
tics, including high-tech security 
equipment, vehicles, welfare of 
the security personnel, among 
others. A security card was also 
unveiled. The security card which 
looks like the automated teller 
machine (ATM) card can be used 
to load and withdraw money any-
where in the world. Besides, the 
card with micro chip has the rec-
ognition of its owner and cannot 
be tampered by another person. 

Prior to the launch of the Se-
curity Fund, the governor had re-
corded other landmark achieve-
ments. These include the pro-
curement of 20 modern patrol 
vehicles fitted with communica-
tion and monitoring gadgets for 
the police and other security 
agencies in the state to enhance 
inter-agency communication 
and improve their response time 
to distress calls from members 
of the public. Similarly, Zenith 
Bank had donated five brand new 
security Toyota Hilux trucks to 
assist Abia State government in 
its crime-fighting efforts. 

The above are few out of the 
numerous efforts by the governor 
to ensure that lives and property 
of Abians are adequately secured. 

Part of the actions was the resto-
ration of military roadblocks in 
the state to ensure kidnappers 
and other criminals did not take 
undue advantage of the exit of the 
military to resume their nefarious 
activities. Shortly after the res-
toration of military checkpoints, 
another stride was added to the 
government’s efforts to ensure 
that Abians go to sleep with both 
eyes closed. A special security op-
erational centre was established 
in Aba with open security phone 
lines to be used at the collation 
centre. Establishment of the 
centre came on the heels of the 
launching of a special security 
outfit, comprising army, police, 
and SSS to check insecurity, es-
pecially kidnapping in the state.

In no distant time, Abians are 
looking forward to the mount-
ing of Close Circuit Cameras 
(CCTV) and vehicle tracking 
devices at some strategic loca-
tions in the state to discourage 
criminals from making the state 
their safe haven. This is as a foun-
dation laying ceremony would 
be performed at Ukwa soon to 
provide quarters for the soldiers.

Ukpai Agwu Ukpai, chairman 
of the security committee, said 
“the Security Fund launch was in 
line with Governor Okezie Ikpea-
zu’s determined effort to provide 
maximum security for the state”, 
adding that the governor realized 
the need for good security to be 
available for businesses to thrive 
in the state, hence the need for 

the fund to strengthen the secu-
rity of the state. He maintained 
that the fund would be used to 
re-strategize and strengthen the 
security architecture of the state 
with a view to making it stronger 
to ensure that every Abian sleeps 
at night without fear. He called on 
all Abia people, including corpo-
rate bodies, to contribute to the 
fund no matter how small.

Security, they say, is every-
body’s business. Therefore, as 
the government does its bit in 
securing lives and property of 
the residents, individuals are 
expected to donate bounti -
fully to this fund and volunteer 
useful information to security 
agencies. On the other hand, 
while we commend security 
agencies for their efforts so 
far, they should up the ante by 
improving in their response 
to distress. They also owe the 
public the duty to protect their 
sources of information. By so 
doing, the public’s confidence 
that was once lost would be re-
stored. And, more importantly, 
there should be stronger col-
laboration among the security 
agencies in the state.

It is cheering that as Abia as-
sumed the SMEs-hub status, the 
security situation has improved 
remarkably to match this status. 
There is a strong and passion-
ate appeal to investors to take 
advantage of the security situa-
tion in the state to invest and do 
business.

OKECHUKWU KESHI UKEGBU

ALBERT IGIEBOR
Igiebor, A commentator on Public 

Affairs writes in from Kaduna
Email: alsuccessculture@gmail.com 

Ukegbu writes from Umuahia, Abia State.



TheWorshippers
It is ungodly for any pastor to claim God anointed 
him to be Nigeria’s president – Apostle Williams

Are you comfortable with 
the things happening around 
the church in Nigeria?

No, I am not. I 
prayed one day 
that I wanted 
to die and I told 
my church for 

three months that I was going. 
In the third month, one of my 
church members came to me, 
held my leg and said, ‘Don’t say 
that again because God will 
grant it and we don’t want you 
to go.’ Why was I praying to die? 
I looked at all the people we 
started together, they have all 
denied God. Anytime I talk about 
it, it moves me to tears. 

Somebody who has laboured 
must not end up in hell. They 
don’t have record with God any-
more. God doesn’t know them 
anymore, though Nigeria hails 
them. Their names have been 
taken away from the book of life. 
Jesus said, ‘If anybody misleads 
youths, it’s better for him not to 
be born.’ I see my friends on the 
highway to hell. They call them 
fathers in Nigeria, but they have 
lost eternity. I can’t help them 
because they will not listen. 

But God told me he will judge 
them from this year, bitter judg-
ment. In the church there will 
be humiliation. God will turn his 
back against people. God will 
strike them and their churches 
will be empty. There will be hun-
ger. Those who really want God 
will look for the truth. 

There are people who preach 
the truth in Nigeria, they are not 
known because they will not lie. 
If you want church to grow, if you 
lie about demons, people will 
come – the same thing babalawo 
(native doctor) used to do. My 
father was a wizard priest. The 
same principle that they do in 
wizardry, the churches are using 
it. That is, you make your clients 
believe that you are the only one 
who has power and solution and 
they don’t.

 That is not Christianity. Jesus 
said, ‘The things I do, you can do.’ 

In Mark 16:17, he says, ‘These 
signs will follow all of you who 
believe: in my name you will cast 
out devils.’ Every Christian can 
cast out devil and heal the sick. In 
my ministry, God has raised nine 
dead bodies. I was in Benin Re-
public last December, a woman 
who was bent for over 30 years, 
God healed her before my mem-
bers. I tell my members, ‘If God 
can do any miracle through me, 
he will do through you too.’ I tell 
them to pray for the blind, they 
will pray for the blind and the 
blind will see. 

How can a father say that the 
children cannot do what he is 
doing? That father will answer 
before God. Let me tell you this, 
a wind will blow in Nigeria, the 
wind of judgment of God, the 
nakedness of many will be ex-
posed in a short time, and God 
will turn the hearts of people 
against them. Some of them will 

be lynched by their people. Many 
will leave all these gathering of 
lies and convocation of sinners 
and they will look for God.

Can you imagine a minister 
standing before people and say-
ing God is telling him that this 
number of people should give 
a particular amount? Is God a 
beggar? Did he say that in the 
bible? God is interested in your 
problem and solving it, he does 
not have a need that he will tell 
you. All those are gimmicks and 
manipulations. Another thing 
they do now is to go and put 
money on the altar. That came 
from Satanism. When you go 
to a Satanist, they will tell you 
to put money on the ground. 
Some occult ministers brought 
this practice to the church from 
America and, unfortunately, 
Nigerian ministers embraced it 
like madness. Every time they 
put offering on

 the altar, God departs from 
that church because God says, “If 
I am God, where is my honour?’ 
If you want to give your father 
money, can you go and drop it 
on the floor and tell your father 
to pick it up? God said that they 
are collecting the money for 
themselves and they are signing 
agreement with Lucifer. So, there 
is a lot going on in Nigeria. If you 
think about it, you will just like to 
finish your work and leave. But 
God will judge Nigeria as a na-
tion beginning from the church, 
not the government. Mark my 
words. The church will be judged, 
and then the government will be 
judged.

 What is your position on the 
faith element – use of mantle, 
oil, and other such things?

All those things are ungodly. 
I am teaching ministers now 
regarding these stuffs. Anything 
a minister can present before 
people which can become the 
source to hear prayer or to draw 
power is idol worshipping, which 
was the sin of Aaron. Nigeria has 
the most uneducated pulpit run-
ners. When I say uneducated, I 
do not mean academic. An illiter-
ate man can be educated while 
an academic is not educated. 
By uneducated, I mean they are 
uninformed about God. The 
churches of Nigeria, the Pente-
costal churches especially, are 
the most unregulated institu-
tions in the world. So, anybody 
can just come today and say he 
is bishop this and that is it. Who 
regulates him? Who ordained 
him? And if you give offering to 
some big fathers, once they give 
you credence, a criminal can 
become a minister. Those are 
the issues.

 You have been in the min-
istry for a while now, are there 
things you had to unlearn as a 
minister of the gospel?

One of the things I had to 
unlearn is dogma. I will tell you 
issues like things we were raised 
with, issues like you cannot 
divorce. When my knowledge 
increased, I discovered that the 
scripture did not really say that. 
But in the area of doctrine, there 
is nothing to unlearn because my 
doctrine is verbatim as written 
in the scriptures. And also my 

affiliation in England changed 
my concept about women, how 
women should be treated which 
doesn’t exist in Nigeria; how 
wives should be treated in the 
family, which some of the cul-
tures in Nigeria are assassinat-
ing. The culture in England, the 
good part of it has retuned my 
mind. Also in the way we look at 
sinners. In those days when we 
were in Scripture Union (SU), we 
say if you sin you will go to hell. I 
recognise that when people sin, 
we should not send them to hell, 
but we should show them way 
out and reconcile them.

 What is your message to the 
body of Christ?

My message to the body of 
Christ is in 2 Chronicles 7:14, 
which says, ‘If my people that are 
called by my name will humble 
themselves and pray and repent 
from their wicked ways, then 
will I hear from heaven and I will 
heal their land.’ So, the healing of 
Nigeria is in the hands of God’s 
people. It will happen only when 
God’s people repent and then 
seek God for mercy. Let me say 
this: I heard that some people 
are prescribing that you take 
helicopter and go up to pray over 
some principalities, all that is 
nonsense. I have seen demons. I 
have been taken to heaven more 
than 14 times. 

I have seen Jesus several times 
and I wrote a book about my 
encounter with the Lord. You 
cannot trade anything against 
repentance. The soul that sin-
neth shall die. The people of 
God in Nigeria need to know the 
true God, who Christ really is. 
The ministers of God in Nigeria 
must change their message to 
righteousness and live the life 
of righteousness. And when 
that happens and God’s people 
in Nigeria pray, you will see the 
mercy of God from heaven that 
will transform the whole of this 
nation. Nigeria has a future and 
righteousness is the only way we 
can get there.

 W h a t  i s  yo u r  s t a n d  o n 
preachers eyeing political of-
fices in Nigeria?

A minister of God has a higher 
office than president of a nation. 
It is ungodly for a minister of 
God to mention that God said 
he will be a president. When 
God ordained in the Bible, he or-
dained the king and he ordained 
the priest over him. Prophet is 
over the king and the office of 
kingship is the same office of 
parliamentary system; they live 
by the vote of the people. If any 
minister says God said he should 
be the president of this country, 
I can tell you and tell this nation 
that that minister is a liar, he did 
not hear God.

Apostle Alfred Williams, General Overseer of United Kingdom - based Christ Faith Tabernacle, visited Nigeria for a leadership 
conference in a branch of the church in Ogba, Lagos. During the visit, Apostle Williams shared with Seyi John Salau his views 
on the church in Nigeria and why it is not right for preachers to seek political office. Excerpts:

Apostle Alfred Williams
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 If any minister says God said 
he should be the president 

of this country, I can tell you 
and tell this nation that that 
minister is a liar, he did not 

hear God
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THE KEY TO SUCCESS:  TRY AGAIN

This life does not offer many free 
lunches or instant successes. 
Our journey on Planet Earth is 
mostly a series of trials, errors 
and hard work and gaining 

success is hard to accomplish but not 
impossible.

Often success only comes on the heels 
of disappointment and failure. The only 
people that end up succeeding are the 
very ones who have failed and failed, but 
refused to quit. We live in a real world, 
with very few born into instant money, 
privilege and position.

For most of us, life is a day-to-day ‘bump 
and grind’ existence, with only a minuscule 
chance of winning some kind fortune and 
living the fantasy life projected on TV 
commercials.

But hard work has never hurt anyone 
and a little strain, stress and sweat is re-
ally quite healthy.  And hard work is the 
only key to successful, without hard work 
and perseverance you will not become 
successful.

If at first you do not succeed – Try Again
The old saying goes like this, “If at first you 
don’t succeed, try, try, try again”, is good 
advice indeed.  Do not give up, do not quit, 
but try and try again, until you finally are 
successful.

This principle is constant though 
their time of application maybe dif-
ferent. The principles that make for 

success in life are not many, but failure in 
life is as a result of lack of principle. One 
of the greatest principles that make for 
success in life is your spoken word. Death 
and life are in the power of our tongue... 
(Proverbs. 18:20-21) Ever wondered the 
role that words play in life? Every spoken 
word has a life of its own, it does not die, 
whether it is negative or positive.

It is an open truth that we are sur-
rounded by words that injure, repress, 
depress or unwholesome. We cannot 

Abraham Lincoln ran for public office 
several times and was defeated. He did not 
give up and finally was elected President 
of the US and became renowned as one of 
America’s greatest leaders.

Theologian Dr. Kenneth Taylor sought 
in vain for a publisher to print his new 
paraphrase of the Holy Bible. He organ-
ized Tyndale House Publishers and has 
sold more than 35 million copies of the 
Living Bible.

Science fiction writer Frank Herbert 
who authored the galactic epic Dune was 
turned down by 20 publishers before his 
manuscript was finally accepted. His book 
has sold more than 12 million copies.

If we turn our mistakes and failures into 
stepping stones rather than stumbling 
blocks, the experiences we go through are 
reversed from negative to positive. But if 
we take the low road of complaining, sulk-
ing and blaming people, it becomes a long-
term aggravation that eats like a canker.

The Bible says, “As a man thinketh in 
his heart, so is he”.Constructive Thinking 
isYour Elevator to Success—Dr. Seymour 
Epstein of the University of Massachu-
setts researched the thinking styles of 
highly successful people... The most in-
teresting survey result was the fact that 
super-achievers think differently than 
average achievers. Epstein found nine key 
differences:

• Super-achievers think in ways that 
make them less sensitive to disapproval 
and rejection. They brush off rejection 
faster.

• They think in ways that facilitate ef-
fective action.

• Their thoughts are more focused on 
the task at hand and they refuse to let 
their minds drift to unpleasant events of 
the past.

If they cannot do anything about a 
negative situation, they do not worry 
about it and they move on with their lives.

run away from words, it is the “lingua 
franca” of the word. Silence does not 
c o m m u n i c a t e ,  h o w e v e r  g o o d  yo u r 
intention, words does. There is no way 
we can talk about creation without the 
spoken WORD of God. There is no way 
we can create our world without the use 
of our words. We as believers that are in 
the marketplace must always remember 
that we live in two different words that 
are governed by words. In life it is always 
“war of words”. Scripture says that the 
weapon of our warfare are not carnal, 
physical, and tangible.

This is to proof that all that we are 
surrounded with, the forces that shape 
life are not physical. Satan is in on what 
our power is and where our power is 
kept. He doesn’t have to do much work 
to make the events of our lives unpalat-
able, he simply uses our power against us. 
Because of our ignorance of the truth of 
the word of God, we arrogate our power 
to the devil and we return back deceived 

Turning your setback to stardom (1)

The spoken word

• They do not engage in superstitious 
thoughts.

• The think that failures are an impor-
tant source of learning and refuse to 
equate failure with low self-worth. Think-
ing constructively saves them from wast-
ing time and suffering psychological pain.

• They do not restrict their thinking by 
establishing rigid patterns. They do not 
divide others into “winners” and “losers,” 
but accept people for who they are as 
individuals.

• They think thoughts through without 
jumping to false conclusions. They are 
able to see their actions and the world in a 
healthy and realistic perspective. They are 
optimists, yet think realistically.

• They welcome challenges with opti-
mism and without fear. When they face 
difficulties, they find ways to look at the 
positive side of life.

• They do not waste time in unproduc-
tive, esoteric, or catastrophic thoughts. 
They think constructively and they know 
that their level of thinking determines 
their level of success.

Here is a poem that I stumble on a while 

ago that reinforces that truth.

All in the state of mind
If you think you’re beaten, you are; If you 
think you dare, you don’t.
If you’d like to win, but you think you can’t, 
It’s almost a cinch you won’t.
If you think you’ll lose, you’ve lost, For out 
in the world you find,
Success begins with a fellow’s thoughts, 
It’s all in the state of mind.

 If you think you’re outclassed, you are; 
You’ve got to think high to rise.

You’ve got to be sure of yourself before 
You can ever win a prize.

Life’s battles don’t always go To the 
stronger or faster man;

But soon or later the man who wins Is 
the fellow who thinks he can.

St. Paul stated emphatically: “I can do 
all things through Christ, which strength-
ens me”. (Phil. 4:13)

And Jesus said: “All things are possible 
to him that believes”. (Mark 9:23) “And 
Jesus looking upon them saith: With men 
it is impossible, but not with God: for with 
God all things are possible.” (Mark 10:27) 
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that Satan is very powerful. And in our 
error we also believe that witches and 
wizards are more powerful than Satan 
himself. What a confused set of people! 
Because the enemy recognizes this 
power that belong to us, he marshals 
situations and circumstances against that 
will cause us to open our mouth(where 
the power is deposited), and we begin 
to destroy the investment of God in our 
lives. (James 3:5)Says that the tongue has 
capacity to set the course of life ablaze. 
So you don’t need to look far to know the 
cause of a man’s problem. It is his tongue.

This season is so important a season 
in the life of every believer. It doesn’t 
not matter the gravity of our problems 
or challenges, they are no match for the 
power deposited on our tongue. There 
is no better time to test the veracity of 
this claim other than now. Scripture says 
if you shall say to this mountain...Mark 
11:23. No man’s problem is as big as a 
mountain literally, but it is for you to ap-

preciate the enormity of the power on 
your tongue. Now you need to open your 
mouth boldly and begin to curse, rebuke 
and resist every advances of hell against 
your life, business and home using the 
name of Jesus.

Wherever words have been spoken by 
you that connote lack, wants, and other 
negatives you must begin to change. 
Wherever there has been unconscious 
agreement and declaration with the cir-
cumstances around you, you must begin 
to employ the power of your words in the 
name of Jesus to correct them. Always 
remember that you cannot speak right 
without being right. You can only be right 
and speak aright when you have the right 
relationship with God through the agency 
of His son Jesus. If any man be in Christ is 
a NEW creature… (2 Cor. 5:17). As you 
work in the newness of this life, your life 
and business will take on a new meaning.

Remain blessed.
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Interview

What is your reaction to 
the demolition of one 
of your houses by the 
Kaduna State Govern-
ment?

We woke up on Tuesday morning wit-
nessing yet one of those bizarre, rare, 
unimaginable decisions of the Governor of 
Kaduna State, Nasir el-Rufai. But I wish to 
state that the demolition exercise affect-
ing one of my properties has personally in 
no way afflicted me. But I wish to share and 
express concern on the medium of utilisa-
tion of power under our very hard-earned 
democracy.

First of all, I think Nigerians may need to 
know that my posture, status, disposition 
has led personally to the demolition of my 
property which doubles as the state All 
Progressives Congress office in Kaduna 
State. As part of my own little contribution 
to my party, as part of what I have been 
able to donate to the party, to house it as 
the structure of leadership of the party, 
has been brought down. I wish to say that 
action which was led by his own person 
as my own brother, I wish to let you know 
that I have no case. I have forgiven him as a 
person for doing what he did. I am not join-
ing issues with him for leading to do what 
he did. He is my brother. For bringing down 
one of my houses, even if it is my last house, 
there should be no reason I should lose any 
sleep. But there are concurrent issues that 
go along with it. The first question: what 
will military be doing in a site at odd hours 
of 4am in a property private to someone, 
housing a public institution leading your 
own party, no matter the dispute in ques-
tion? What will the military be doing in a 
location like that at that hour?

To me, if the intention of pulling down 
that property is to shut Hunkuyi down, 
it has given me more reason to maintain 
my direction in standing strongly with the 
majority of the electorate and my people 
in my own state.

Three, in my own opinion, this shouldn’t 
have happened but it has happened. But let 
that be an incidence for growth of democ-
racy in my state. Let it serve as a rallying point 
for those who have been shortchanged, 
pained in any way as a result of the leadership 
of Nasir el-Rufai in Kaduna State. I should be 
one of the people to bear the consequences 
of bringing Malam Nasir el-Rufai to the 
throne of that leadership. It is not too much 
a price to carry for democracy to thrive. It is 
not too much of a price for Hunkuyi to take to 
express the wishes and opinion of my teem-
ing supporters and entire people in Kaduna 
State. I was at the tail end of of the receiving 
line today. What of the over forty thousand 
families that have been thrown into squalor? 
People who have lost their essence of means 
of livelihood for no fault of theirs. What of the 
individuals who have just by way of joining 
issues to say ‘we disagree with you’ and the 
next thing they are clamped down into courts 
and thrown into jail? We have seen that hap-
pen. What of my brother, the Vice Chairman 
of the All Progressives Congress in North 
West Zone whose house earlier in the year 
in 2017 underwent the same kind of decision 
which the governor found comfortable to 
take? What of my own party men who have 
been clamouring for relevance which the 
Nigerian constitution has guaranteed and 
yet they have been denied to say their voice 
simply because such stance runs contrary 
to the beliefs and aspiration of the governor 
in the state? This is not too much of a price 
for democracy to carry out; it is not too 
much for us to accommodate and refuse to 
understand that people of that nature have 

no business in executive positions within 
the Nigerian democracy because you must 
cohabit with others. Whether you like it or 
not, you have to accommodate the views 
of others even if those views conflict with 
your own views. I wish to state again that 
bringing the bulldozers on Hunkuyi’s house 
is no big deal.

You may need to know that the same 
property was the property that we started 
clamouring for support for the same gover-
nor for the people to elect. That same office 
he had been in and out uncountable number 
of times as a centre of his campaign. In case 
Malam Nasir forgets and wishes to push the 
boundary of personal feeling to express the 
way he feels against Hunkuyi, let me also 
remind him that my own residence is at Num-
ber 18A Inuwa Wada Road Kaduna. If he 
wishes to go the same way, he can go ahead. 
Let me also remind him that there is another 
property which I housed him which he slept 
in so many times and we fed in the cause 
of bringing people together to elect him as 
governor. And it is in Queen Elizabeth Road 
in Zaria in case he still wants to take it down.

The Kaduna State Government issued a 
statement saying the title on the property 
is a residential house converted to a public 
building. What is your reaction to that?

Well, I am hearing that for the first time. 
And I am sure with every sense of respon-
sibility that if what has been released now 
is anything to go by, shouldn’t there be a 
contravention order? Shouldn’t there be 
service on us to quit the activity of a party of-
fice? Shouldn’t there be other steps to carry 
rather than jumping into what they did?

I don’t think there is need to say anything 
to justify that activity of bringing bulldozers 
led by his personal self. I don’t need anybody 
to comfort me on that. Like I said earlier, 
it is my own property. If I had rented the 
property to someone who looks on to that 

property for rent to pay the school fees 
of his children, maybe I would have been 
deeply saddened the more. But in my own 
opinion he had taken his own decision, he 
has done what he wanted to do and it is 
my own house. And I have forgiven him for 
whatever he did right or wrong. So, I think it 
does not arise whether it is a residence we 
used as an office.

Before now, you are known to be an 
ally of the governor. What is the bone of 
contention that led to the demolition of 
your house?

Like I told you simply and I have said it 
publicly that I started, heralded, champi-
oned, supported, rooted and stood all odds 
to get Nasir elected in my own small way in 
whatsoever form including being the Chair-
man of his campaign committee, including 
serving as the chairman of the All Progres-
sives Congress campaign committee in my 
state and providing my own structure to 
as far as I could. But should I side with him 
against my people? That is not politics. That 
is not about leadership. I parted ways when 
it became evidently clear for Nigerians and 
posterity. We all witnessed the brigandage. 
It reached a point where I cannot support 
anything against the popular opinion, inter-
est of my own people, no matter whose ox is 
gored. I parted ways with him and I declared 
so. And in politics, there is nothing wrong 
in agreeing with someone. But there can-
not be anything wrong in disagreeing with 
someone where issues, policies become 
different. But you could see that if this can 
happen, it shows without reason when we 
tell him this is the right way to go, he does not 
listen. Let me cite one practical example: the 
sacking of over four thousand district and 
village heads. When I was Commissioner 
for Finance under Makarfi’s administra-
tion, I was Secretary of the committee that 
decided on the creation of those districts 

and appointing those district heads. Of 
course I believe in that policy. It is the yearn-
ings and aspiration of the common people 
within my own state. They were created in 
good faith. If there is anything wrong that 
you wish to correct, you could correct it 
without raking total havoc on that system. 
So when he did that, I originated letters to 
all the district heads and apologised. This is 
not the government I prayed or dreamed 
we were bringing to our people. Now the 
government is unleashing terror on you. 
I feel you owe me that apology too that 
he should apologise to the people but he 
won’t. He sees what he has done as right 
and I see it as wrong. That alone, without 
citing further examples is enough. That af-
fected the social structure of the people in 
my state. It is a havoc that has been caused 
and we could list tens of this kind of policy 
decisions under the government that has 
been brought to bear on my people is too 
much for the people to carry.

Do you believe in the reconciliation ef-
forts of Asiwaju Bola Tinubu to resolve this?

First of all, to reconcile is to agree that 
there are differentials. It is to agree that 
there are conflicts. It is to confirm that 
something somewhere is wrong. That is a 
statement of fact.

Two, the person of Asiwaju as far as I am 
concerned, as far as the Nigerian All Progres-
sives Congress Community is concerned, 
he is one person that you can’t take away 
one thing from. And that is his integrity, his 
towering image and his ability to stand, not 
to bend in trying to sort out those issues in 
question. Therefore, in my own opinion, to 
have peace among one another and indeed 
other warring members of the party for one 
reason or the other is a conflict resolution 
mechanism procedure which organisation 
must be willing to have that kind of struc-
ture. So, it is a welcome development.

Why I parted ways with el-Rufai – Sen. Hunkuyi
SULEIMAN HUNKUYI is an All Progressives Congress (APC) senator representing Kaduna North Senatorial District in the 
National Assembly. In this interview with OWEDE AGBAJILEKE, he speaks on the demolition of one of his houses by the 
Kaduna State Government and other matters. Excerpts:

Suleiman Hunkuyi
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Redefining recreation and tourism 
with new entertainment hub in Lagos

La s  Ve g a s  i s  d u b b e d 
t h e  e n t e r t a i n m e n t 
capital of the world. 
I t  i s  k n o w n  f o r  i t s 
ever-glowing energy, 

round-the-clock casinos and 
unnumbered entertainment fa-
cilities that play host to millions 
of visitors from across the world 
every year. It is also famous for 
having numerous elegant hotels, 
including the world-famous Ve-
netian and the pyramid-shaped 
Luxor.

Las Vegas is located in Nevada, 
a mountainous state in the Unit-
ed States of America (USA) that 
includes vast semiarid grass-
lands and sandy alkali deserts. 
Nevada is in fact the most arid 
state in the US. According to the 
American Gaming Association, 
a Washington DC-based trade 
association, casinos in Las Vegas 
generated over $52billion to the 
Nevada economy in 2013. In ad-
dition, the study also found out 
that Nevada casinos supported 
over 25,000 jobs and generated 
about $7.9billion in tax revenues 
to the local, state and federal 
governments. The US has similar 
federal structure as Nigeria.

The success of Nevada and 
the position it occupies in the 
global entertainment and tour-
ism map is indicative of what 
tax revenues and a visionary 
government can do for a state, 
bringing jobs, social and physical 
infrastructure to the region.

Lagos State stands a good 
chance of achieving a similar 
feat.  Currently,  ongoing is a 
massive reclamation work at 
the Oworonshoki waterfront, a 
blighted area located at the as-
cent of the 3rd Mainland Bridge, 
from the Mainland. The area has 
been earmarked as the location 
for the biggest transportation, 
tourism and entertainment hub 
in Nigeria. According to its plan-
ners, on completion, the place 
is expected to redefine enter-
tainment as it would play host 
to millions of visitors, greatly 
boost socio-economic activities 
in Oworonshoki and indeed the 
entire state, as well as generate 
millions of US dollars in revenue 
to the coffers of the state.

Due to the enormity of the 
project and to meet the set time-
lines, the state government has 
outlined a three-phased project 
period within a stipulated time 
frame from start to completion. 
Phase one is currently underway 
with the reclamation of the 29.5 
hectares of land needed for the 
project. This was expected to 
have been completed by the end 
of November 2017. Because it is 
a reclaimed land, an additional 
period of six to nine months will 
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be given for consolidation and 
settlement, as well as revetment 
of the shoreline in order to pro-
tect the jetty area and eliminate 
illegal dredging activities. All this 
is expected to set the pace for 
the commencement of phase 
two.

Phase two will require the pro-
vision of a shoreline protection 
and reconstruction of a 2.8km 
alternative route that will run 
under the 3rd Mainland Bridge, 
along with other infrastructure. 
This is expected to be completed 
in less than nine months from the 
end of 2017 up to June 2018, ac-
cording to the original plan.

According to the former Com-
missioner for Waterfront Infra-
structure Development, Engr. 
Adebowale Akinsanya, the pro-
p o s e d  e n t e r t a i n m e n t  h u b  i s 
expected to attract tourists in 
droves to partake in the hospital-
ity which Lagos State is known 
for as well as investors in the 
water transportation sector. The 
project, according to Akinsanya, 
will improve the aesthetics and 
security of the environment, in-
cluding the provision of shopping 
malls and related infrastructure. 
Also included in the site will be 
a mega ferry terminal, which is 
expected to help ease human and 
vehicular traffic gridlocks away 
from Lagos Island. Motorists 
who would prefer to drive rather 
than take a ferry to the Island can 
as well take the alternative route. 
In addition, the place will be eas-
ily accessible to Apapa port, Ikeja 
airport and other parts of the 
State. Commuters can decide 
to drive to the terminal, park 
their vehicles and catch a state-
of-the-art ferry to their various 

destinations.
One of the objectives of the 

project is to revitalize and aug-
ment the inter-modal system of 
water, rail and road transporta-
tion, which includes the water-
fronts in Epe, Badagry and Mile 
2; housing projects, world class 
sports and recreational facilities, 
as well as emergency response 
facilities that will have first re-
sponders to emergencies on site.

Phase three of the project is 
expected to be state-private 
sector financed. At this stage, the 
construction of the mega jetty 
and bus terminal will roll out on 
a massive scale and will be com-
plete with entertainment and 
tourism facilities, including mul-
tiple boutiques, hotels, casinos, 
museums, art galleries, sports 
and recreational facilities as well 
as a-1,000 capacity car park.

A project of this magnitude will 
expectedly gulp billions of naira, 
the bulk of which will have to be 

generated internally. This is why 
the new internally generated rev-
enue drive spear-headed by the 
Lagos State Ministry of Finance 
is crucial. Part of the campaign 
is to sensitize stakeholders on 
a more seamless and conve-
nient way of remitting taxes to 
the purse of the government, 
particularly from those in the 
food and hospitality business 
like hotels, event centers and 
restaurants. Overall, sensitizing 
Lagosians on the need for more 
commitment to paying taxes will 
go a long way in actualizing this 
novel project as well as other 
developmental initiatives of the 
state government.

Lagos State makes an average 
of N25 billion from internally 
generated revenue monthly. 
However, given the enormity of 
the infrastructure deficit in the 
state and imperative of deliver-
ing on the people’s expectations, 
a new tax regime founded on ef-
ficiency and plugging of existing 
loopholes, seems only natural.   
A careful review will reveal that 
several tax laws, both in intent 
and delivery, have become quite 
obsolete and in need of an up-
grade. The review should help 
identify areas of inadequacy and 
simplify complexities in order 
to make it easy for Lagosians 
to pay their taxes with ease and 
without complaints. Further to 
this, the state government has 
introduced an e-payment solu-
tion that will encourage the easy 
and quick remittance of taxes to 
the state’s coffers.

In previous years, the Lagos 
State government undertook 
numerous enlightenment cam-
paigns harping on the need for 

individuals and businesses to 
pay taxes as part of their civil 
and statutory responsibilities, 
knowing that taxation is the bed-
rock of fundraising to achieve 
developmental objectives. La-
gos focused extensively on in-
ternally generated revenue to 
provide the fund to execute 
this dream. Concerted efforts 
were channeled into providing 
social amenities, including the 
revamping of primary health 
care centers, waste manage-
ment and disposal, landscaping 
and beautification, among other 
social infrastructures, physical 
infrastructure like roads street 
l i g h t i n g  a n d  C C T V  c a m e r a s 
placed in strategic places, emer-
gency rescue centers, security 
of lives and properties, etc. As 
much as these achievements 
are being applauded, it is obvi-
ous that more needs to be done 
in order to meet the goal of the 
transformation of Lagos state.

Following in the footsteps of 
his predecessors, the current 
Akinwunmi Ambode-led govern-
ment has also embarked on an 
aggressive drive to make Lagos 
State the megacity everyone 
desires. The entertainment hub 
in Oworoshoki very well fits 
into the trajectory of actualizing 
a megacity. On completion, it 
is expected to provide jobs for 
thousands of people and like Las 
Vegas, contribute huge revenues 
to the coffers of Lagos State from 
which the welfare of Lagosians 
will be catered for. Much like Las 
Vegas, Dubai and indeed other 
places with a thriving tourism in-
dustry, it is the hope of the state 
that the Oworonshoki water-
front project will attract inves-
tors to the state  and project the 
state as the go-to destination for 
fun seekers not just for Africans 
but for millions of people from all 
over the world. If Nevada, an arid 
region can become the entertain-
ment capital of the world, then 
Lagos state, a coastal and thriv-
ing cosmopolitan city with over 
20 million people should be able 
to shoot for the stars.

Taking a excerpt from an ar-
ticle authored by the chief se-
curity officer of the state, Mr. 
Akinwunmi Ambode, titled, ‘My 
Random Thoughts’, he said, “The 
economy is not doing as well as 
we want it to. We cannot tax the 
people any more than we are 
doing presently, but we have to 
become more efficient in tax col-
lection because that is the major 
source of revenue with which we 
can protect the future, as well as 
improve the welfare and well-
being of all Lagosians.”

 

- Okwudili is a Lagos-based social 
analyst and PR consultant 
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The size of the 
dog in the fight 
and the size of 
the fight in the 
dog- These two 

factors will join forces in 
determining who eventu-
ally clinches the gover-
norship ticket of the All 
Progressives Congress 
(APC) in Ekiti State, and 
the likely winner of the 
next governorship elec-
tion already slated for  July 
14, 2018.

According to the cal-
endar released by the In-
dependent National Elec-
toral Commission (INEC) 
Ekiti is the next point of 
call for governorship elec-
tion, and activities leading 
to the election will com-
mence on April 4, 2018 
with the issuance of the 
election notice. Campaign 
by political parties will be 
allowed between April 15 
and July 12. Forms for the 
election will be available 
for interested political 
parties on April 16 and 
they are to conduct their 
p r i m a r i e s  a n d  r e s o l v e 
all disputes arising there 
from between April 15 
and May 14. Going by the 
INEC time table, the cam-
paigns proper can only 
start on April 15, 2018.

Already, about fifty per-
sons have declared their 
ambition to run, with well 
over thirty from the APC. 
Others are from either the 
ruling People’s Democrat-
ic Party (PDP) or other 
sundry registered politi-
cal parties. This however, 
has not guaranteed any 
slot for anyone, especially 
since no one has formally 
obtained forms for the 
election.

Whereas, in the spirit 
of installing someone to 
watch over his back and 
cover his tracks, the in-
cumbent governor, Ayo-
dele Fayose, has damned 
his party and decided to 
pack all his weight behind 
his deputy, Kolapo Eleka, a 
professor, as his successor 
-the singular act has also 
sounded a death knell on 
the little chance left of the 
People’s Democratic Par-
ty to survive the coming 
election, and has further 
galvanised the chances 
of the leading opposition 
party, APC, to live up its 
victory.

Fayose cannot boast of 
having won any election 
on his own, but always re-
lying on the federal might, 
receiving both financial 
a n d  m i l i t a r y  s u p p o r t s 
from the presidency dur-
ing the 2003 and 2014 
elections. The only time 
he ran on his personal 
strength, he lost woefully, 
with Senator Babafemi 
Ojudu, beating him to a 

Ekiti 2018: Waiting for Fayemi, Ojudu to declare

popularity began waning 
long before he finished 
the first term, and has 
even waned further since 
his exit in 2014. There is 
the concern that despite 
his intellectual prowess, 
he lacks strong and virile 
political structure to pros-
ecute such ambition now, 
and may not command 
enough support, should he 
decide to throw himself 
into the ring. His loyalists, 
which include his cabinet 
members, the party Exco 
personally constituted 
by him, the lawmakers 
who worked with him 
and remained loyal to 
him, all through, the el-
ders in the party and many 
other political associates 
have been turning their 
backs against him, ditch-
ing and dissing him, with 
complaints that his peace 
move started too little, 
too late. The mood of the 
moment is not favourable 
for him to come back.

The two most power-
ful warriors are patience 
and time. Sometimes, by 
losing a battle, you find a 
new way to win the war. 
This may not be working 
well for Fayemi. Should 
he eventually shun the 
counselling of these ones 
and declare, he will still be 
facing the uncontainable 
anger of so many people 
in Ekiti. And if Fayemi as a 
governor for almost four 
years was allegedly not 
having that touch with the 
common man who saw 
him as a “foreigner” and 
“too elitist” to relate with, 
what is the situation now 
that he has ignored them 
for so long?

Apart from party cells 
across the state, many 
believed that the ex-gov-
ernor now lacks a core of 
political loyalists, “enforc-
ers” and foot soldiers who 
would always ensure that 
he is in touch with the or-
dinary people, even when 
on national assignment. 
Fayemi also abandoned 
those who played this role 
in the past. Beyond party 

distant third.
Notwithstanding the 

array of aspirants that 
have entered the race, it 
is widely believed that the 
political space cannot be 
agog unless Kayode Fay-
emi and Senator Babafemi 
Oj u d u  f o r m a l l y  t h r o w 
their hats into the ring. 
Fayemi is the immediate 
past governor of the state 
and currently the minister 
of Mines and Steel Devel-
opment. Senator Ojudu, a 
renowned journalist and 
activist, is the immediate 
past Senator who repre-
sented the Ekiti Central 
Constituency in the April 
2011 general election to 
become a member of the 
7th National Assembly 
(2011 - 2015). He is cur-
rently the Special Adviser 
to the President on Politi-
cal Matters.

An o t h e r  k n o w n  a s -
pirant that could have 
lighted the political space 
with array of followers is 
Engineer Segun Oni, also 
a former governor. But 
there is a strong percep-
tion that Oni is too young 
in the progressives fold 
to govern on its platform, 
with the strong suspicion 
that he might be on a ven-
geance mission, trying to 
prove that he can indeed 
win an election fair and 
square. Oni came third 
in the primaries within 
the PDP fold in 2007, yet 
was imposed on those 
who came first and sec-
ond and was eventually 
declared the winner at the 
general election. But after 
three-and-a-half years 
fighting through the legal 
system, the appeal court 
sitting in Kwara State de-
clared Fayemi, his rival 
from the progressives, 
the duly elected governor 
of Ekiti State on October 
15, 2010, thus marked the 
end of his pyrrhic victory. 
Oni is also a sworn ally 
of ex-President Oluse-
g u n  O b a s a n j o ,  w h i c h 
h a s  f u r t h e r  w e a k e n e d 
his chances, considering 
Obasanjo’s recent politi-

cal faux pas of launching 
a third force, Coalition 
for Nigeria Intervention 
Movement (NIM).

Not a few see Oni as 
guilty by association, be-
lieving that he definitely 
has one leg in the OBJ 
group as his Plan B. It is 
also rumoured that Oni 
still has some friends and 
sympathisers within the 
PDP fold, who sees his vic-
tory as a victory for PDP 
in Ekiti, since it is certain 
that the party, having been 
hijacked by Fayose, can-
not win the election. To 
cap it up, the relationship 
between Oni and Fayemi 
remains that of a cat and 
mouse as there is still no 
love lost between them, 
be it real or perceived. 
Neither of them will want 
the other to outshine him 
in a political contest.

Fayemi and Ojudu are 
friends, comrades and 
political associates. They 
share common trajectories 
and are both are sworn 
enemies of the incumbent 
governor, Fayose. They 
were both human rights 
and pro-democracy ac-
tivists. When Fayemi ran 
for the Ekiti state gover-
norship in the 2007 elec-
tions on the platform of 
the Action Congress party, 
Ojudu played the pivotal 
role of a general in the en-
suing war. Side-by-side, 
they navigated through the 
trenches, before Fayemi 
eventually emerged victo-
rious in 2010. Ojudu never 
for once dissed or ditched 
Fayemi during the war, 
and stayed with him after-
wards, until the latter was 
eventually ousted in the 
2014 election by Fayose.

But the situation is now 
a different one. Fayemi 
and Ojudu, though still 
remain progressives in 
the same party, APC, have 
gone their different ways. 
If or when they eventu-
ally declare, both will no 
longer be doing so through 
the same group. Both have 
decided to test their in-
dividual political might 

against each other. While 
Fayemi will be prosecuting 
his governorship ambition 
through the JKF Move-
ment, a political platform 
raised to mobilise voters 
and sell his candidacy in 
all polling units, wards, 
local government areas 
and senatorial districts 
in the state, Ojudu will 
be prosecuting his own 
on the platform of Ekiti 
Rebirth Organisation, a 
socio-cultural movement 
campaigning to see the 
Special Adviser on Po-
litical Matters to the Presi-
dent emerge as the next 
governor of Ekiti State.

What motivates Fay-
emi is his crave for con-
tinuity. On several occa-
sions, he had described 
the transfer of power from 
him to Fayose as an unfin-
ished business, which he 
would love to come and 
complete. Ojudu on the 
other hand would want to 
come and rescue the state 
from what he called politi-
cal slavery. He lamented 
that the state is currently 
like a modern slave camp 
where residents are in dire 
need of liberation.

For Fayemi, the coast 
is not clear yet. Those ex-
pecting him to boldly de-
clare his intention may be 
waiting for Godot. Fayemi 
has been testing waters 
with one foot, but they 
are either too cold or too 
hot for him to plunge. Be-
tween 2014, when he left 
power and today, Fayemi 
has shed a lot of political 
weight. Like a bad dream, 
supporters of APC are still 
ruing the tsunami that hit 
them in 2014 Ekiti gov-
ernorship election, when 
Fayemi, who had been 
widely acknowledged as 
having performed very 
well, lost his re-election 
to Ayo Fayose, a former 
governor of the state, in 
a woeful manner. And to 
worsen the matter, Fay-
emi left them in the lurch 
for too long to leak their 
wounds brokenheartedly. 
He shunned all reconcilia-

SEGUN DIPE

tory moves, where those 
divisions that would make 
it nearly impossible for 
the APC to go into the 
2018 election as a united 
house would have been 
resolved. Neither did he 
make any personal peace 
move, where he would 
have personally assured 
everyone that all would 
be well again, and chose 
to move on in search of 
greener pasture instead.

Today, Fayemi,  who 
s e e m e d  t o  h a v e  s i n c e 
moved on and have found 
himself in the First-Eleven 
of the President’s team 
in Abuja, is no longer the 
rallying point of the pro-
gressives in Ekiti. While his 
body language has not left 
anyone in doubt that the 
job he still wants is that of 
the governor of Ekiti and 
not the ministerial job, 
his political strength has 
greatly waned. Whether 
he would eventually re-
sign as a minister and join 
the race would depend 
on the outcome of the 
various consultations he 
has been making since last 
year. But so far, it has not 
been an encouraging one, 
as he has received more 
cold shoulders than en-
couraging ones. More so, 
his responses to whether 
or not he would join the 
race, has continually bel-
lies his body language and 
left everyone in suspense. 
He has always insisted 
that he has a job, courtesy 
of the President’s good 
gesture and he is com-
mitted to the success of 
the Buhari administration 
through effective accom-
plishment of promises 
made to Nigerians.

As  m u c h  a s  h e  w a s 
able to record laudable 
a c h i e v e m e n t s  a s  Ek i t i 
State governor, Fayemi of 
today is no longer Fayemi 
of yesterday. He is not the 
same person who was able 
to enlist so many people 
into the Collective Rescue 
Mission, while in govern-
ment, and he knows this. 
It is widely held that his 

Babafemi OjuduKayode Fayemi
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structure, there are no 
stronger political figures 
who can swing things in 
favour of Fayemi when 
the die is cast. Most im-
portantly, Fayemi will also 
be undermined by the exit 
of his friends and politi-
cal associates from his 
camp, as most of them 
have also decided to run 
against him. Many of the 
political top shots are seen 
openly canvassing against 
Fayemi and calling on him 
to shelve his ambition for 
now. The party Exco, led 
by its Chairman, Chief Jide 
Awe is also seen queuing 
behind other aspirants, 
thus greatly weakening 
the structure that Fayemi 
built, which could have mo-
bilised for his re-election.

To worsen Fayemi’s 
plight, Fayose has hung a 
sword of Damocles on his 
head by setting up a panel 
of enquiry. Fayemi did not 
honour the panel’s invita-
tion. Rather, he described it 
as a kangaroo one set up to 
smear his reputation and 
render him unpopular by 
the PDP-led government. 
He headed for the court. 
Asking that the judicial 
commission of inquiry set 
up by his successor, Gov-
ernor Ayodele Fayose, be 
restrained from investi-
gating him over allega-
tions of fraud and diversion 
of public funds. The High 
Court sitting in Ado Ekiti 
however affirmed that the 
judicial panel was properly 
constituted and that Fay-
ose had acted pursuant to 
Section 2 (1) of the Com-
mission Inquiry Law Cap 
C10 Laws of Ekiti State. 
The panel indicted Fayemi. 
Fayose went ahead to is-
sue a white paper banning 
his predecessor as well 
as to gazette the verdict. 
How this will pan out is 
left for the outcome of 
the legal gymnastics likely 
to play out on both sides. 
Except it changes, the po-
sition today, as gazetted, 
is that Fayemi is banned 
from holding any political 
position in Ekiti State.

But if Fayemi is waiting 
on the power at the centre 
to hand over the ticket to 
him on a platter of gold, 
then he must be reading 
both the body and ver-
bal languages wrong. The 
National Chairman of the 
APC, John Odigie-Oyegun, 
has come out clearly to say 
that the party will not en-
dorse any candidate for the 
July governorship election 
in Ekiti State. Evidences 
abound in Edo, Ondo and 
Anambra that the party 
at the centre would want 
to play a neutral role, and 
at best, ensure its best to 
ensure transparency.

The questions are: will 
Fayemi be able to cross all 
these hurdles and run? If he 
will, when will he declare?

Meanwhile, Fayemi’s 
loss, seems to be Ojudu’s 
gain, as the latter keeps 
gathering momentum and 
support from both the 

elite and the non-elite in 
the state, who see him as 
the toughie most capable 
to immerse Fayose’s ex-
cessiveness and save the 
people from further tor-
ture. Ojudu is from Ado 
Ekiti, and that is where he 
has the greatest hurdle to 
clear. Already, indigenes of 
Ado-Ekiti, the state capital, 
are vehement that they 
would prefer to have their 
own son on the seat of 
power than now. The sing-
song is: “Ado na ti a j’Ewi” 
(Ewi will certainly emerge 
from Ado).

Th e  i n t e n s i t y  w i t h 
w h i c h  Ad o  i n d i g e n e s 
want the next governor to 
come from among them 
is further underscored by 
the rivalry between Ado 
and Ikere. Ikere wants 
the governor, and Fayose, 
the political gadfly, who 
possesses the power of 
incumbency, has decided 
to back their agitation by 
giving them his deputy, 
Prof Eleka. Gradually, it is 
sinking in the conscious-
ness of Ado indigenes that 
this would be an affront, 
and they would want their 
own to confront whoever 
is coming from Ikere. Baba-
femi Ojudu is the one with 
the nerve to face Fayose in 
the political battlefield. He 
had done it before, beating 
Fayose hands down in a 
direct contest. As of today, 
Ojudu remains the only 
aspirant from Ado Ekiti. All 
that is required of him is a 
formal declaration, where 
he would need to do a lot 
of convincing that he has 
street credibility and he is 
not ungenerous. He would 
also need to scale the pri-
maries, and the victory is 
as good as his.

Like Fayemi, Ojudu has 
not declared and has been 
seen testing waters. But 
unlike Fayemi, he is not 
dithering; he has fixed his 
declaration date for Sat-
urday, March 10, 2018. 
He said it would be the 
mother of all declarations. 
He  b e g a n  t h e  j o u r n e y 
sometime last year, when 
he embarked on a fence-
mending mission among 
the Ekiti State APC, who 
were feeling abandoned 
and disillusioned at the 
time, and he was well re-
ceived everywhere he 
went. He has since then 
held several meetings and 
consultations in all the 
Senatorial Districts, propa-

gating only one message:  
that the APC in the state 
should be united and all 
Ekiti indigenes should join 
hands to rescue the state 
from “political slavery.”

“ We  m u s t  r e s p o n d 
to their cries and rescue 
them. We will rescue the 
state from all forms of slav-
ery. It is political slavery 
when our people are re-
duced to chickens pecking 
crumbs thrown at them 
by a callous and uncaring 
governor,” he kept charg-
ing APC members every-
where he went. At every 
given opportunity, the 
presidential aide speaks 
of his burning desire for the 
advancement of all parts of 
the state, pointing out that 
governance should bring 
development, prosper-
ity and self-esteem to the 
people.

According to him, poli-
tics should be about hon-
esty, integrity and devel-
opment, adding: “I want 
compatriots and associ-
ates to walk and work for 
the development of all 
Ekiti. There are states in 
Nigeria with less than half 
the resources of Ekiti that 
are now doing way better 
than our state because the 
current government lacks 
what it takes nor the com-
mitment and the vision to 
uplift the people.”

The Special Adviser 
also used those oppor-
tunities to highlight the 
giant strides of the APC 
government at the centre, 
regretting that the cur-
rent government in his 
home state has not taken 
advantage of opportuni-
ties created at the federal 
level. This is what Fayemi 
has failed to do.

If Fayemi represents the 
size of the dog in the fight, 
Ojudu stands for the size 
of the fight in the dog. Both 
are no strangers to politi-
cal wars. Fayemi has been 
governor before. Ojudu, 
a senator. Both must test 
their might with others 
who have already declared 
their ambition. Ekiti people 
are indeed in for a great 
show as soon as these two 
illustrious sons, who both 
have the ears and eyes of 
the presidency, decide to 
slug it out in the ensuing 
battle royale.

- Dipe, journalist and po-
litical analyst, writes from 
Ado Ekiti

In politics, if you want any-
thing said, ask a man. If you want 
anything done, ask a woman- 
Margaret Hilda Thatcher (Late 
British Prime Minister)

It’s fast turning out that 
‘the other room’ in the 
cosmos of President 
Muhammadu Buhari is 
where we have to look 

for answers to some of the 
bewildering national ques-
tions of the day. When he 
was grabbed on camera as 
he faced the world to disclose 
the existence of an enclosure 
exclusive to his wife, the Pres-
ident hardly perceived the 
location as a world beyond 
his own vision. His remarks 
were a gratuitous riposte to 
a loving spouse’s custom-
ary admonition. He ignored 
her and sought to cage the 
woman, as it were. But the 
genie was out of the bottle.

For, after we had been told 
of the room, its occupant has 
since hogged the headlines, 
taken over the narrative and 
compelled a huge flow of 
media commentary. Peri-
odically, she looks through 
the window and, noticing 
scenes toxic to the polity and 
her husband, drops words 
of caution. Sometimes, she 
would venture out, to air 
views that her husband’s 
fawning hangers-on wished 
were never allowed a space 
beyond her soul.

But we must give audi-
ence to Mrs. Aisha Buhari. 
We must be interested in 
what she cooks in ‘the other 
room’ the same way we must 
not be inseparable from the 
inner working of the Buhari 
Presidency.

It’s close to the eventful 
days of the JFK Presidency in 
the United States of America 
in the 1960s. The adminis-
tration wanted to set up an 
agenda for the media that 
played down the activities 
of Jacqueline, President Ken-
nedy’s wife. Leave out JFK’s 
wife in your political report-
ing; the White House would 
seem to tell the newsmen. 
The authorities missed the 
point that it was the woman 
who provided irresistible 
cannon fodder which the 
journalists pounced on. 
Jacqueline’s own body lan-
guage and fashion statement 
wouldn’t leave the reporters 
out of her life!

Now consider our own 
Aisha. Although not a flea-
hop near Nana Rawlings 
of Ghana, a Grace ‘Gucci’ 
Mugabe (Zimbabwe) or an 
Eva Peron (Argentina), she 
has, in a way, acquired their 
magnetic and forceful tem-
per: subtle power to shake 
off shadowy existence.

Aisha’s ruthless interro-
gation of the state of Aso 
Villa Clinic led her into fun-
damental submissions on 
the challenges of leadership 
in Nigeria and why we are in 
this sorry pass threatening 
to consume us. She impliedly 
threw darts at her husband 

Ayodele Fayose

Muhammadu Buhari and wife

and all others claiming to be 
our leaders.

In particular, she shot 
down the Federal Govern-
ment’s sing-song of change 
as a movement or revolution 
that begins with the citizens. 
It is sedentary rulers who 
pursue and embrace this 
creed. When my leader is ill 
and he flies out for medicare, 
he little inspires me to trust 
in the domestic health infra-
structure. He isn’t moving 
me to change my stand on 
the system. It is hypocrisy 
to ask me to change my atti-
tude to national issues when 
he hasn’t initiated a change 
through a thorough-going 
transformation of his own 
lifestyle which must include 
endogenous consumption. 
I want to see my leader and 
his family patronise the local 
schools, markets and hospi-
tals my kids make use of.

The homilies on corrup-
tion, patriotism, honesty, 
indiscipline, self-denial, sacri-
ficial national service, humil-
ity, good neighborliness etc. 
are hollow and “full of sound 
and fury, signifying nothing” 
as long as the leaders them-
selves don’t first reflect these 
virtues while in public office 
and in private. If the citizen 
doesn’t first sight these at-
tributes in the leader, there 
can’t be change.

That was the lesson the 
First Lady kept in ‘the other 
room’ imparted last year 
when she took ill. “A few 
weeks ago,” she said: “I was 
sick…they advised me to take 
the first flight out to London. I 
refused to go. I insisted I must 
be treated in Nigeria…”

You wonder: what has 
a singular act of self-abne-
gation by a leader got to 
do with good governance? 
But the point is that the citi-
zens of a given society meet 
themselves in the leader, 
elected or selected. If the 
leader is obsessed with the 
notion of self-preservation, 
and an opulent lifestyle that 
mocks his people’s poverty 
with the perpetuation of a 
retarding system he pro-
motes, he throws back all 
these vices into the people. 
Members of this society 
won’t approximate the 
change the leader drums in 
their ears unless the leader 
himself first renounces 
those vices in principle and 
in practice. We have wasted 
precious time and resources 
in Nigeria for decades as an 
independent country wish-

fully thinking change lies 
with the led.

The isolated occupant of 
‘the other room’ knows bet-
ter…you assess a society by 
its abstemious or wasteful 
and extravagant leadership, 
even if she herself appears to 
have failed that test with her 
gaudy and luscious dressing.

The other day as most 
Nigerians hailed ex-president 
Olusegun Obasanjo for ad-
vising Buhari not to opt for an 
encore in 2019, they did not 
give honor to whom it is due: 
the First Lady had first arrived 
at that conclusion. Obasanjo 
got that insight in January 
2018; Aisha, operating from 
‘the other room’ had settled 
upon that counsel nearly 
two years ago on October 
14, 2016.

We should also recall that 
‘the other room’ brewed 
the scary imagery of such 
predatory beasts as jackass, 
hyenas, wolves and the king 
of them all, the lion who have 
all been feasting on Nigeria. 
In our dog-eat-dog country, 
it is the Eighth Wonder of the 
world that we have not all 
been consumed, that Nigeria 
has not altogether disap-
peared at the table of the 
salivating animals. The world 
has long waited for the Eighth 
Wonder; the ancient world 
having produced seven.

Banishment or isolation 
in prison or under house 
arrest isn’t evil after all. It 
brings forth sublime pro-
ductivity as it did for our 
own Wole Soyinka. His fa-
mous book The man died 
was jail-born. Alexander 
Solzhenitsyn was incarcer-
ated, but his writing skills 
flourished while in chains. 
John the Beloved, the great 
apostle of Jesus Christ our 
Saviour came up with the 
eschatological Book of Rev-
elation in exile on the deso-
late island of Patmos.

Our own Hajia Aisha 
Buhari must perpetuate 
this tradition of literary fe-
cundity. We look forward 
to seminal books emerg-
ing from‘the other room’. 
The volumes should among 
other objectives help to 
deliver our politicians and 
public office holders from 
the unhelpful notion that 
leadership is leisure, that 
leading is living in luxury. No! 
Leadership is losing oneself 
in service for the led.

- Banji Ojewale is a writer 
in Ota, Ogun State.
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restiveness, robbery and 
kidnapping.

Udam explained that 
empowering youths in 

various skills such as cos-
metology, GSM repairs, 
hairdressing, computer 
appreciation and bead 
making would reduce 
crimes among youths.

“As you are aware, the 
statistics of unemployment 
in Nigeria is increasing by 
the day. It is also note that 
universities are emerging 
everyday which means 
more graduates are being 
churned out of our institu-
tions to join the already 
saturated labour market.

“This particular situ-
ation can only result in 
frustration with a conse-
quence of deviant behav-
iors, and unless immedi-
ate action is taken to stem 
the unwholesome tide, 
Nigeria will be leading to 
the precipice”, he said.

NDE trains 76,400 entrepreneurs in Cross River

The National 
D i r e c t o r -
ate of Em-
p l o y m e n t 
(NDE) has 

announced that it has 
trained 76,400 entre-
preneurs in Cross River 
State in various acquisi-
tion skills.

Gabriel Udam, the state 
coordinator, disclosed 
this in Calabar during the 
opening ceremony of the 
job creations exercise 
which he said was tak-
ing place simultaneously 
across the country.

He said owing to the 
increase of graduates 
and emerges of universi-
ties in the country, the 

statistics of unemploy-
ment in the country has 
increased, and this has 
equally caused youth’s 

While urging the bene-
ficiaries to put their knowl-
edge into practice after the 
training, the NDE state 
coordinator disclosed that 
its mandate was to recruit 
2,000 unemployed youths 
across the state in various 
skills.

“In Cross River State 
our mandate is to recruit 
2,000 unemployed youths 
across the entire state to 
train in various skills. The 
training commencing to-
day will equip all of you 
in various vocational skills 
with both theoretical and 
practical knowledge to en-
able you set up your own 
business.

“ It is our hope that at 
the end of the training, a 
lot of you will be able to 
put your knowledge into 

practice to justify the huge 
investment of government 
on you, in doing so also, 
you will boost the effort 
of the private sector that 
is the major driving force 
in major economics in the 
world”, Udam said.

He commended mem-
bers of the National As-
sembly for partnering with 
the Directorate and urged 
them to resettle the ben-
eficiaries after training.

According to him, “I 
wish to appreciate their 
contribution towards the 
mobilization of partici-
pants for this training exer-
cise. I also wish to appeal 
to them to as a matter of 
necessity to resettle all the 
participants so they can 
actualize their dreams as 
entrepreneurs.”

2018 Standard Bank Investors’ Conference aims 
to connect investors to opportunities

In a bid to connect in-
vestors to opportuni-
ties inherent in Nigeria, 
the 9th edition of the 

Standard Bank West Africa 
Investors’ Conference will 
hold in Abuja and Lagos, 
bringing together foreign 
and local institutional in-
vestors, fund managers, 
regulators and policy mak-
ers, bankers, businessmen 
and captains of industry, 
among others, to engage 
and explore these growth 
potentials.

Th e m e d  “ Th e  Pa t h -
way towards inclusive 
economic recovery”,  the 
event will run from Febru-
ary 27 – March 2, 2018, 
with Stanbic IBTC and 
Standard Bank officials 
leading a delegation of 
investors on a visit to Bab-

tunde Fashola, Minister of 
Power, Works & Housing; 
Ibe Kachikwu, Minister of 
State for Petroleum Re-
sources; Godwin Emefiele, 
Governor, Central Bank 
of Nigeria; and the World 
Bank.

During last years’ edi-
tion, similar visits were 
made to Yemi Osinbajo, 
Vice-President, the Cen-
tral Bank of Nigeria, Debt 
Management Office, and 
other key stakeholders 
and policymakers in Abu-
ja. This year’s edition will 
be capped with a factory 
visit to the newly com-
missioned $17million Kel-
loggsTolaram plant, to 
showcase one of the most 
recent private sector led 
capital investments in the 
Nigerian economy.

Yinka Sanni, Chief Ex-
e c u t i v e ,  St a n b i c  I BT C 
Holdings PLC, said un-
derlining the conference 
is the organization’s con-
viction about Nigeria’s 
g r o w t h  p o t e n t i a l ,  a n d 
that Stanbic IBTC would 
be steadfast in deploying 
its international connec-
tions to ensure increased 
inflow of foreign capital 
into the country. 

According to him, this 
requires putting before 
the global audience cru-
cial information about 
the economy to aid their 
i n v e s t m e n t  d e c i s i o n s . 
Agriculture, mining, in-
frastructure, oil  & gas 
and power are some of 
the key sectors of inter-
est at the event, which 
i s  e x p e c t e d  t o  a t t r a c t 

institutional investors 
f r o m  a c r o s s  t h e  g l o b e 
who will meet with most 
of the top rated corpo-
rate companies in West 
Africa, Sanni said.

“ Be s i d e s  t h e  d i r e c t 
impact which these ex-
changes will make on the 
Nigerian economy, the 
conference will provide 
both local and interna-
tional investors with op-
portunities to meet with 
some of the companies 
they have investments in, 
or in which they hope to 
make investments.

“It will also serve as a 
bridge to connect these 
investors to opportunities 
inherent in Nigeria, which 
has been opened up for pri-
vate sector participation,” 
Sanni said.

Governor Okezie 
Ikpeazu of Abia 
state has been 
commended by 

Aba Land Lords Protection 
and Development Asso-
ciation (ALPADA) for ap-
plying his knowledge, wis-
dom  and strength to lead 
Abia people,  by  rekindling  
the hope of Aba residents 
through reconstruction 
of Port-Harcourt road and 
other important road net-
works in Aba.

They passed the resolu-
tion to thank the Governor 
after an inspection visit to 
most of the roads undergo-
ing reconstruction in Aba 
and its environs, following 
a maiden meeting of the 
Association.

They stated that the 
Governor deserved  their 
crown for having fulfilled  
their  dream to restore 
the image of Aba, which 
reigned as the business 
hub of the East before it 
was crippled by bad roads 
and other decayed public 
infrastructures.

Alphonsus A. Udeigbo, 
the President of ALPADA 
while speaking during the 
meeting said that the state 
Government’s efforts to 
ensure that Aba – Port-Har-
court Road becomes motor 
able is in top gear as they 
have  observed that recon-
struction work on that road 
is  going on very well.

“The Governor has tak-
en the initiative to restore 
the heart beat of Aba and 
give hope to Abians that 
Aba will once again become 

Aba landlords commend Ikpeazu for infrasructural development
UDOKA AGWU, Umuahia

great. He is that change 
Aba people, particularly, 
Aba Landlords have been 
clamouring for because 
the reconstruction of Port-
Harcourt Road and other 
adjoining roads have posi-
tively touched the lives of 
both the rich and the poor”, 
the Landlords stated.

 “We moved from No.1 
Port-Harcourt Road of-
fice  to Alaoji  Express road 
and  discovered that there 
is hope for businesses to 
thrive once more in Aba and 
its environs . Since then all 
categories of vehicles have 
been plying that road. The 
construction company in 
charge of that road is busy 
tidying up things and we 
hope that  before the rains 
will come, Aba will once 
more become  a pride of 
Abia people”.

Akwa Ibom begins 
implementation of report on 
Reigners Bible Church collapse

Akwa Ibom says it 
will soon begin the 
implementation of 
the report on the 

collapse of the Reigners Bible 
church in which many people 
lost their lives.
 Following the church disaster 
which struck  on December 
10, 2016 in Uyo,  Governor 
Udom Emmanuel constituted 
a commission of inquiry to 
investigate the circumstances 
which led to the unfortunate 
incident and recommend 
measures to forestall future 
occurrence.  In  a statement 
made available to the media 
and signed by Charles Udoh, 
commissioner for informa-
tion and strategy, it said that  
the governor “has set-in-mo-
tion necessary machinery to 
implement the recommenda-
tions of the report.”

ANIEFIOK UDONQUAK, Uyo

Man drags CIG Motors to court over alleged unlawful 
termination of appointment, racial comments

Akeem Adebiyi  Ad-
eyemi, a former 
staff of CIG Mo-
t o r s  C o m p a n y 

Limited, has filed a N1.062 
million suit  before the 
National Industrial Court 
(NIC), Lagos Division, 
against the management of 
the company over alleged 
wrongful termination of his 
appointment.

In the suit,  reference 
NICN/LA/35/2018 filed 
through his lawyer, Olawale 
Fapohunda, the claimant is 
seeking a declaration that 
the purported termination 
of his employment with the 
defendant through a let-
ter dated August 31, 2017 
based on protest against 
alleged certain racial com-
ments by the chairperson 
of the company, Mrs. Chen 
Xuixia, is illegal, malicious 
and wrongful.

The claimant sought the 
court’s declaration that the 
defendant breached his right 
to freedom from discrimina-
tion as provided for under 
section 42 of the constitu-
tion of the Federal Republic 
of Nigeria as amended and 
Federal law of Nigeria, Cap 
C23 LFN 2004.

He asked the court to 
declare that the deliberate 
refusal of the defendant to re-
mit his pension contribution 
from April 2017 to August 
2017 is unlawful and a viola-
tion of the provisions of the 
Pension Reforms Act 2014 
and that the refusal of the 
defendant to remit the Per-
sonal Income Tax monthly 
deduction made from him to 
the Lagos State Internal Rev-
enue Services is unlawful and 
a violation of the provisions 
of the Personal Income Tax 
Act Cap P8 LFN 2004.

The claimant also seeks 
the court’s declaration that 
he is entitled to N208,000 
being his outstanding entitle-
ments and another order 
compelling the defendant 
to pay N104,000 being 25 

percent of his salary for 
the months of July and Au-
gust  2017 and an award 
of N750,000 as cost of the 
action.

He also seeks court’s order 
compelling the defendant 
to remit the claimant’s pen-
sion contribution from April 
2017 to August 2017 to his 
retirement savings account 
and his monthly tax deduc-
tions for the same period 
to the Lagos State Internal 
Revenue Services.

In his16 paragraph state-
ment on oath, the claimant 
averred that aside from be-
ing the sales manager of the 
defendant’s company, it was 
also in line with his official 
duties to prepare monthly 
sales report and present it 
at official monthly meeting.

He averred that he con-
stantly interacted with the 
chairman, Mrs. Chen Xuixia 
and that during most of his 
dealings with her, “she was 
always complaining and 
murmuring racial comments 
against him”.

“The claimant averred that 
for no justifiable reasons, in 
July and August 2017, the de-
fendant allegedly deducted 
the sum of N104,000 from 
the claimant’s salary con-
trary to the spirit and letters 
of the claimant’s employ-
ment contract.”

He further averred that at 
the monthly meeting of Au-
gust 31, 2017, after making 
his presentation, “the chair-
man of the company, Mrs. 
Chen Xuixia, a Chinese, ex-
pressed total disgust in what 
she referred to as “shabby” 
presentation and stated in 
her words that: “Nigerians 
are not good for anything” 
and that “that is why most 
of my workers here are Chi-
nese”. 

He claimed that when this 
statement was made, he 
protested and stated that it 
was unfair to make such a 
generalised statement about 
Nigerians.
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Lagos and coconut processing industry

 Baje is Nigerian first Food 
Technologist in the media

That coconut (Cocos 
nucifera) is the most 
important of culti-
vated palms and the 
most widely distrib-

uted globally is saying it as it is. 
Little wonder that it is referred 
to as “man’s most useful tree,” 
“king of the tropical flora,” “tree 
of abundance,” “tree of heaven,” 
and “tree of life.” These are not 
mere exaggerations. Indeed, 
there are several reasons co-
conut attracts such glowing 
descriptions.

The coconut industry is con-
sidered a million-dollar earner 
that provides livelihood to one-
third of the total population in 
the Philippines. This must be the 
reason why the Philippine Coco-
nut Authority (PCA) has been 
setting several programs to en-
hance the uses of coconut. In the 
same country, coconut is known 
for its buko. It is often used for 
salads, halo-halo (crushed ice 
with sweetened fruits), sweets, 
and pastries. It provides ex-
tra income to housewives and 

even young entrepreneurs. It 
generates jobs for out-of-school 
youths. During summer, young 
children earn income by selling 
buko pie”.

Within the Nigerian context, 
it gladdens the heart that the 
forward-looking Governor Akin-
wunmi Ambode of Lagos State, 
like his Akwa-Ibom counterpart, 
Emmanuel Udom has keyed into 
the immense economic benefits 
derivable from the coconut in-
dustry. For instance, when in 
September, 2016 the Lagos State 
Ministry of Agriculture revealed 
plans to expand structure for co-
conut production and process-
ing in the state, some industry 
watchers took it with a pinch 
of salt. But events that have un-
folded between then and now 
indicate the seriousness of the 
government walking the talk.  It 
would be recalled that back then 
the Special Adviser to the Gover-
nor on Food Security, Mr. Ganiyu 
Sanni Okanlawon, expressed 
optimism that the collaboration 
between the state, the private 
sector and all stakeholders in the 
agriculture sector, would result in 
a win-win situation

 To give meaningful bite to 
the promise the project began 
through Public Private Partner-
ship arrangement with the Lagos 
Chambers of Commerce and 
Industry (LCCI),  as led by Dr. 
(Mrs) Nike Akande. The salutary 
aim of course, is  to attract both 
local and foreign investors to La-
gos and ensure quick returns on 
investment. On her part, Akande 
expressed the willingness of 
LCCI to foster collaboration 
with the Lagos State Govern-
ment to address the critical is-
sues of food security and safety. 
These, she noted is critical for 

social stability and security of 
lives and property.

 The noteworthy features of 
the revolution currently taking 
place in the sub-sector of the 
state’s fast-growing economy 
began with the constitution 
of the Lagos State Coconut 
Development Authority. Next 
came the empowerment of the 
coconut growers in the state 
with more than 30,000 coconut 
seedlings. Over 600 youths and 
women have so far been trained 
in the production of coconut oil 
and art crafts.

Adding fillip to the value chain 
was the recent distribution of 
coconut processing equipment 
to processors in 12 local govern-
ment and local council develop-
ment areas. These cut across 
processors from Badagry, Kosofe, 
Ori-Ade, Oto Awori, Ibeju-Lekki, 
Epe, Ojo, Surulere, Ikorodu, Le-
kki Agege and Alimosho councils.  
The 12 units of coconut process-
ing equipment donated included 
stainless, two- tons-per-hour 
coconut grater, 7.5 electric mo-
tor, industrial burners, aluminum 
bowls and spoons. That explains 
why the President of the Lagos 
State Coconut Processors, Mr. 
Muhammad Mustapha, has com-
mended the government for add-
ing economic value to the sector.

Currently making waves as 
a product of the involvement of 
the Federal Institute of Industrial 
Research, Oshodi (FIIRO) in co-
conut processing in Lagos state is 
Virgin Coconut Oil (VCO). It is a 
naturally processed, chemically 
free and additive-free product 
from fresh coconut meat or its 
derivative (coconut milk and 
coconut milk residue), which 
has not undergone any further 
chemical processing after ex-

traction.
To take the coconut process-

ing to the next level, more still 
needs to be done. The first of 
such is mass public enlighten-
ment on the immense economic 
and nutritional benefits inherent 
in its growth, especially using the 
fast-yielding, disease-resistant 
seedlings. If such awareness is 
created, youth will stop pull-
ing down the coconut trees as 
some have done in Akwa Ibom 
State before the intervention of 
the governor. Truth is that many 
Nigerians, especially those at 
the riverine and coastal areas 
where coconut grows in abun-
dance seem not to be aware of 
the plant’s immense benefits 
to them, individually and col-
lectively.

As at today, many natural 
products such as foods, drinks, 
fibres, building materials and 
chemicals are made from co-
conut. Specifically, history has 
it that the Portuguese first re-
ported coconut’s use as food in 
the Caribbean area prior to 1526. 
The kernel can produce flour 
(which can be used as a wheat 
extender), desiccated coconut, 
coconut milk (gata), coconut 
chips (very popular in Hawaii) 
and candies

 The meat from a coconut is 
very high in protein. It contains 
all the essential amino acids that 
the human body needs and is 
also commonly used as a supple-
ment in cattle feed. The juice is 
promoted as a water therapy to 
cure renal disorders. Other uses 
of coconut water include vinegar, 
coconut wine and production of 
the chewy, fiber-rich nata.

Important also is for Nigerians 
to be aware that coconut water 

is used as Sports drink. It has a lot 
of electrolytes in them that are 
perfectly balanced. The water 
can be fermented to make a jelly-
like food product called Nata de 
coco . The oil in the coconut fries 
the coconut like a potato chip but 
with no need for a fryer. Just add 
salt and enjoy. It can serve as a 
passable substitute for vegeta-
ble shortening in many recipes.

Coconut milk is a mixture 
of coconut water and coco-
nut meat (usually taken from a 
young coconut). This can be used 
as a dairy substitute. Coconut 
oil can be used as a low power 
sunscreen. If rubbed on the skin it 
has a sun protection factor (SPF) 
of about four times the common 
skin cream. It is even used as a 
diaper cream.

Coconut tree sap sugar has a 
distinctive flavor and can be used 
as a substitute for regular cane 
sugar in any recipe. For industrial 
uses, coconut oil is used as bio-
diesel as fuel in diesel engines. 
Rudolf Diesel invented the diesel 
engine and actually designed it to 
work on vegetable oil.

 The fibers of a coconut husk 
can be woven into durable rugs 
and mat, for making biodegrad-
able chairs, very strong ropes and 
to prevent further erosion and to 
promote plant growth.

For Nigerians to benefit maxi-
mally from coconut there should 
sustained mass public enlighten-
ment, direct funding of research-
es on it from government and the 
private sector. With abundance 
of coconut across several states 
it would improve on food secu-
rity, nutrition, employment as 
well as wealth creation.

Economists are obsessed with ‘job creation’ 
How about less work? (1)

can do quickly what human beings 
formerly did laboriously, and the 
increase in automation shows no 
sign of slowing down.  But he was 
wrong about the decline of work.

 As old jobs have been replaced 
by machines, new jobs have 
cropped up.  Some of these new 
jobs are direct results of the new 
technologies and can fairly be 
said to benefit society in ways 
beyond just keeping people em-
ployed (Autor, 2015).  Informa-
tion technology jobs are obvious 
examples, as are jobs catering to 
newfound realms of amusement, 
such as computer game design 
and production.  But we also have 
an ever-growing number of jobs 
that seem completely useless or 
even harmful.  As examples, we 
have administrators and assistant 
administrators in ever larger num-
bers shuffling papers that don’t 
need to be shuffled, corporate 
lawyers and their staffs helping 
big companies pay less than their 
fair share of taxes, countless peo-
ple in the financial industries doing 
who knows what mischief, lobby-
ists using every means possible 
to further corrupt our politicians, 
and advertising executives and 
sales personnel pushing stuff that 
nobody needs or really wants.

 A sad fact is that many people 
are now spending huge portions 

of their lives at work that, they 
know, is not benefitting society 
(see Graeber, 2013).  It leads to 
such cynicism that people begin 
to stop even thinking that jobs are 
supposed to benefit society.  We 
have the spectacle of politicians 
on both sides of the aisle fighting 
to keep munitions plants open in 
their states, to preserve the jobs, 
even when the military itself says 
the weapons the plant is building 
are no longer useful.  And we have 
politicians and pundits arguing 
that fossil fuel mining and carbon 
spewing factories should be main-
tained for the sake of the jobs, let 
the environment be damned.

 The real problem, of course, 
is an economic one.  We’ve fig-
ured out how to reduce the 
amount of work required to 
produce everything we need 
and realistically want, but we 
haven’t figured out how to dis-
tribute those resources except 
through wages earned from the 
40-hour (or more) workweek.  
In fact, technology has had the 
effect of concentrating more and 
more of the wealth in the hands 
of an ever-smaller percentage 
of the population, which com-
pounds the distribution problem.  
Moreover, as a legacy of the 
industrial revolution, we have a 
cultural ethos that says people 

must work for what they get, and 
so we shun any serious plans for 
sharing wealth through means 
other than exchanges for work.

 So, I say, down with the work 
ethic, up with the play ethic!  We 
are designed to play, not to work.  
We are at our shining best when 
playing. Let’s get our economists 
thinking about how to create a 
world that maximizes play and 
minimizes work.  It seems like 
a solvable problem.  We’d all be 
better off if people doing useless 
or harmful jobs were playing, 
instead, and we all shared equally 
the necessary work and the ben-
efits that accrue from it.

 What is work?
The word work, of course, 

has a number of different, over-
lapping meanings.  As used by 
Keynes, and as I used it in the pre-
ceding paragraphs, it refers to ac-
tivity that we do only or primarily 
because we feel we must do it in 
order to support ourselves and 
our families economically.  Work 
can also refer to any activity that 
we experience as unpleasant, 
but which we feel we must do, 
whether or not it benefits us fi-
nancially.  A synonym for work by 
that definition is toil, and by that 
definition work is the opposite 
of play. Still another definition 
is that work is any activity that 

has some positive effect on the 
world, whether or not the activ-
ity is experienced as pleasant. By 
that definition, work and play are 
not necessarily distinct.  Some 
lucky people consider their job, 
at which they earn their living, 
to be play.  They would do it 
even if they didn’t need to in 
order to make a living.  That’s 
not the meaning of work as I use 
it in this essay, but it’s a meaning 
worth keeping in mind because it 
reminds us that much of what we 
now call work, because we earn 
a living at it, might be called play 
in a world where our living was 
guaranteed in other ways.

 Is work an essential part of 
human nature?  No.

It surprises many people to 
learn that, on the time scale of 
human biological history, work 
is a new invention.  It came about 
with agriculture, when people 
had to spend long hours plowing, 
planting, weeding, and harvest-
ing; and then it expanded further 
with industry, when people spent 
countless tedious or odious hours 
assembling things or working in 
mines.  But agriculture has been 
with us for a mere ten thousand 
years and industry for far less 
time.  Before that, for hundreds 
of thousands of years, we were 
all hunter-gatherers.  

Nwaodu Lawrence 
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IDEAS Exchange 
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Ideas 

 -  Increased automation has 
not reduced our workload. Why 
not and What if it did?

In 1930, the British econo-
mist John Maynard Keynes 
predicted that, by the end 
of the century, the average 

workweek would be about 15 
hours.  Automation had already 
begun to replace many jobs by the 
early 20th century, and Keynes 
predicted that the trend would 
accelerate to the point where all 
that people need for a satisfying 
life could be produced with a mini-
mum of human labor, whether 
physical or mental.  Keynes turned 
out to be right about increased 
automation.  We now have ma-
chines, computers and robots that 
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Onne Customs records N105bn in 14 months, seizes N395m fake drugs

The Onne Command of 
the Nigeria Customs Ser-
vice says it recorded a 
revenue of N105.1billion 

in 14 months from January 2017 
to February 2018.

Speaking with journalists at the 
Onne Customs Area 2 Command, 
the Area controller, Abubakar 
Bashir, disclosed that in 2017, the 
command was given a target of 
N112.5Bn of which it was able to 
generate N93,671,449,437.27 
or 83.26 per cent of the expected 
total revenue and made 26 sei-
zures with a Duty Paid Value of 
N470,011,478.38.

The CAC stated that this 
year the Command was given 
a revenue target of N117.8Bn. 
So  f a r  w e  h a v e  g e n e r a t e d 
N11,436,381,551.50 line with 
the mission and vision of the 
service, the command had once 
again resolved to improve on 
the achievements of 2017 `by 
displacing greater diligence in all 
its activities for 2018.  

In the same year, the command 
was able to introduce training 
programmes for its officers and 
men, and stakeholders. It also initi-
ated and co-facilitated a seminar 
in the Oil and Gas Free Zone en-
titled “Improved service delivery” 
which helped to inform the com-
mand about the challenges faced 
by operators within the zone as 
it worked closely with the other 

aligning towards the same policy. 
From January to date, 8 x 20 foot 
containers of rice from Thailand 
were seized. These containers 
were falsely declared as sewing 
machines with the intent of evad-
ing the law. I am glad to report that 
they have been seized and duly 
condemned in a court of law”.

According to him, “the Total 
Duty Paid Value of consign-
ments seized so far in the first 
quarter of 2018 amounts to 
N460,004,053.48. Indeed we are 
resolute in our determination to 
bring to an end the nefarious act of 
the illicit trade in fake pharmaceu-
ticals and other dangerous goods, 
the consignments have been duly 
inventoried and the Command in 
line with its mandate has already 
liaised with the National Agency 
for Food and Drugs Administra-
tion and Control NAFDAC for 
further action”.

Godwin EGba, Port Harcourt
He stressed, “We have con-

sistently maintained our policy 
of zero tolerance for any activ-
ity that would jeopardize the 
well-being of Nigerians and have 
remained steadfast in our com-
mitment to achieve the goals of 
the Nigeria Customs Service in 
terms of revenue generation and 
anti-smuggling”.

Also on export, the CAC said 
so far in 2018, the command had 
processed various oil and non-
oil exports with a Free on Board 
(FOB) value of $90,800,000.00, 
pointing out that this was again 
laudable as the Federal Govern-
ment’s business policy is also 
focused on encouraging exports 
in order to maximize the benefits 
of accessing the international 
market.

“Our activities in the period 
under review have been under 
scored by consistent and cordial 
engagements with other govern-
ment agencies like NAFDAC, 
Standard Organisation of Nigeria 
(SON), NIMASSA and others. 
These engagements have led to 
the sharing of vital information 
that has proven to be useful at 
crucial moments,” Bashir said.

He also noted that, the com-
mand works in synergy with 
all other customs units like the 
Custom Intelligence Unit (CIU), 
Valuation, Post Clearance Au-
dit (PCA), customs Police and 
recently the newly constituted 
“Strike Force” team. 

All these units have been func-
tioning in tandem to achieve 

maximum compliance in 100per-
cent examination of cargo and 
increased revenue generation.

On the seized pharmaceutical 
drugs, the CAC said though there 
was no arrest of any suspected 
importer but the import was 
detected through the service 
Automated System and through 
privilege and classified security 
information, the Command is pro-
active to bit some recalcitrant 
importers and their agents to 
their game.

He said the Tramadols came 
in 200 milligrams per pack and 
other drugs that came through the 
Onne Port uncustomised, point-
ing out that even the Authority of 
the NAFDAC denied knowledge 
of the import, saying that the 
volume of the seized goods was 
the highest seizure the Command 
made so far since he assumed 
duty in April 2017.

“The activities of the Nigeria 
Customs Service cuts across all 
facets of life in the sense that, 
when we seize items like elephant 
tusk; we are actually engaged in 
protecting wildlife and natural 
habitats. When we seize rice and 
other banned food items, we are 
actually engaged in enhancing the 
capacity of local entrepreneurs to 
employ Nigerians, improve local 
food production and achieve self-
sufficiency in agricultural growth. 
When we seize arms and ammuni-
tion, we are actually engaged in 
enhancing national security and 
promoting peace and harmony 
in the society. 

government agencies to fully 
implement the presidential direc-
tive on the ease of doing business.

Bashir stated that the Com-
mand’s achievements last year 
was due to its efforts in training 
and retraining officers and other 
stakeholders on IT compliance 
and modern customs procedures 
adding that it also deployed dis-
pute resolution procedures for 
trade facilitation, and by main-
taining an open door policy this 
command was able to get direct 
feedback on the effectiveness of 
its operations.

On anti-smuggling activity of 
2018, the CAC said from January 
to date the command seized 9 
x 40’ containers carrying 8,245 
cartons of fake pharmaceuticals 
consisting of 250mg of Tramadol 
and Tramaking and other anti-ma-
laria and analgesic drugs falsely 
declared as pressure reducing 
the PVC valves. The total Duty 
Paid Value (DPV) of the seizure 
of pharmaceuticals amounted to 
N395,125,912.00.

“We are particularly delighted 
by this seizure because we rec-
ognize the harmful effect they 
have especially on our youth and 
the current national challenge of 
substance abuse. The cargos were 
imported from China and India”, 
the Customs boss declared.

He acknowledged that, “the 
Federal Government has placed 
heavy priority on agriculture with 
a view to making the country 
self-sufficient in food production. 
This command has been faithful in 

…Target N112.5bn

Abubakar

There are many reasons 
access to mortgage 
will continue to elude 
many adult Africans. 
Poverty is one of such 

reasons. There are others reasons 
which, experts argue, are as pro-
found as poverty working against 
majority of the black continent 
population.

With low gross asset value of 
its real estate estimated at just 
€113 billion, Africa is said to be 
economically underweight with 
high-level poverty among its 
people, and this is in spite of its 
large population size. High level 
poverty is reason for the low 
standard of living and sub-human 
conditions in which some of the 
people live.

The continent’s €113 billion 
gross asset value of real estate 
represents only 1 percent of the 
world’s total value, pushing it 
very low relative to other conti-
nents. In Nigeria, for instance, the 
situation is bad. Only 5 percent 
of the country’s housing stock 
estimated at 13 million units are 
in formal mortgage.

The remaining 95 percent 
are said to be ‘dead assets’. But 
analysts see positive upsides in 
this because, according to them, 
this has made the continent an 

Talking Mortgage
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with
CHUKA UROKOattractive prospect for investible 

funds in real estate.
Home ownership in most parts 

of Africa is almost a luxury be-
cause houses are available and 
are inaccessible and unaffordable 
to many people because of their 
high prices. These prices can only 
be afforded by a few who have 
the means.

The World Bank estimates 
that only 3 percent of the African 
population, about 15 percent of 
the world’s 7.3 billion popula-
tion, has income viable enough 
to qualify them for a mortgage, 
underscoring the level of pov-
erty in the black continent where 
some households live below 
poverty line.

 Nigeria is the continent’s most 
populous nation and is touted as 
its largest economy, yet about 70 
percent of its 170 million people 
lives below poverty line, which 
explains the low home owner-
ship level in the country which is 
a little above 10 percent  of the 
entire population.

It is also estimated that about 
90 percent of houses in Nigeria 
are self-built with less than 5 per-
cent of them in possession of for-
mal title registration. Mortgage 
loans and advances in the coun-
try stand at 0.5 percent to GDP 

in contrast to 30-40 percent in 
emerging economies and 60-80 
percent in advanced economies.

Major obstacles to mortgage 
finance also include dearth of 
long-term funds, absence of a 
secondary mortgage market, in-
adequate branch network of Pri-
mary Mortgage Banks  (PMBs), 
among others which is why a 
great deal of work remains to be 
done to grow housing finance in 
the country.

The growth of housing finance 
in Nigeria , according to Guil-
laume Roux of Lafarge Africa 
Group, needs the support of the 
small microfinance institutions 
in their efforts to expand and 
diversify their offering, adding 
that the growth would also come 
from the large commercial banks 
which are becoming more and 
more attracted by the low to 
medium income segment of the 
housing market.

 Roux’s argument was that 
both the microfinance institu-
tions and commercial banks 
need support to develop housing 
products and build up projects 
which would positively affect 
the low income segment, urging 
organization and institutions 
to help one another to achieve 
these goals.

Nigeria needs to grow housing 
finance through such initiatives 
as ‘Housing Microfinance Acad-
emy’ which Lafarge launched in 
2014 in partnership with Interna-
tional Finance Corporation (IFC) 
and African Finance Develop-
ment (AFD).

Training sessions need to be 
organized to promote hous-
ing microfinance and develops 
the capabilities of banks in that 
field. Roux sees governments as 
critical stakeholders required to 
create the regulatory framework 
that would make the housing 
market work for the low income 
segment, noting that the setting 
up of the  Nigerian Mortgage 
Refinance Company (NMRC) 
and the institutions for housing 
finance, including microfinance 
and mass housing financing, with 
the support of the World Bank, 
is a good example of a platform 
which would facilitate the growth  
of initiatives there.

“This will progressively enable 

a decrease in interest rates in the 
mortgage industry. However, 
more support from the govern-
ment is needed to lower the inter-
est rates for the funding of afford-
able housing and social housing 
projects. Today, they represent a 
cost of up to 30 to 40 percent of 
the construction, which is borne 
by the end user”, Roux said.

It needs to be stated that there 
is a need to improve the afford-
ability of construction itself in 
which case social housing projects 
should be setting the stage by 
showcasing new construction 
techniques that could improve 
quality, deliver faster and reduce 
the cost of construction.

African governments need to 
creatively innovate in order to 
improve the living standard of 
their people through the provi-
sion of affordable and mortgage-
backed housing programmes. 
Also, the mortgage system has to 
be improved to make it not only 
accessible but also affordable.

Why mortgage access eludes 
many adult Africans  



It was Philip Kotler, Ameri-
c a n  m a r k e t i n g  a u t h o r, 
consultant, and professor, 
who once said, “A good 
company offers excellent 

products and services. A great 
company also offers excellent 
products and services but also 
strives to make the world a bet-
ter place.”

In the same vein, Courtney 
Pratt, former chief executive 
officer of Toronto Hydro, said, 
“Business has a responsibility 
beyond its basic responsibility to 
its shareholders; a responsibility 
to a broader constituency that 
includes its key stakeholders: 
customers, employees, NGOs, 
government – the people of the 
communities in which it oper-
ates.”

In keeping with the above 
principles, United Bank for Af-
rica (UBA) Plc, Africa’s global 
bank, has consistently been 
in the forefront of making the 
world a better place in the com-
munities where it operates. This 
it has done through the UBA 
Foundation, its corporate social 
responsibility arm.

The UBA Foundation once 
again lived up to its Corporate So-
cial Responsibility to its broader 
constituency recently when it 
completed the construction of 
a pedestrian bridge primarily for 
students of the Usman Danfo-
diyo University (UDU), Sokoto.

Prior to the construction of 
the bridge, it was very tortuous 
for students of the university, par-
ticularly those living off-campus, 
to connect the campus as the 
area was impassable, especially 
during rainy season. They could 
not get in and out of their hostels 
and to the mosque easily and 
were going through an uncom-
fortably long route to get to 
lectures.

The completion of the bridge 
has, however, brought relief 
and comfort to students of the 
institution.

The bridge, valued at about 
N13 million, was commissioned 
last Monday by Aminu Waziri 
Tambuwal, governor of Sokoto 
State.

At the commissioning cer-
emony, Kennedy Uzoka, Group 
Managing Director/CEO, UBA 
Plc, expressed delight at the 
prompt completion of the project 
and reminded the students that 
UBA remained committed to 

When UBA Foundation took CSR to 
Usmanu Danfodiyo University
…commissions link bridge, presents Leo Virtual Banker to students
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L-R: Ibrahim Puri, executive director, North, United Bank for Africa (UBA) Plc; Abdullahi Abdu Zuru, vice chancellor, Usmanu Danfodiyo University, Sokoto (UDUS); Kennedy 
Uzoka, GMD/CEO, UBA Plc; Bashir Garba, secretary to the Sokoto State government, and Sarkin Yaki Biaji, Kabiru Usman, representative of the Sultan of Sokoto, at the 
commissioning of the pedestrian bridge built and donated to the Usmanu Danfodiyo University by the UBA Foundation. 
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easing the day-to-day challenges 
of the citizens, especially students 
living within and beyond its areas 
of operations.

He added that the core values 
of the bank – excellence, enter-
prise and execution – were aimed 
at putting the customers and soci-
ety first. This, he noted, prompted 
the bank’s intervention, adding 
that ensuring customers’ satisfac-
tion and giving back to the people 
were a focal point for the bank 
and the UBA Foundation.

Uzoka said the construction of 
the bridge was part of the bank’s 
efforts to give back to the society, 
adding that the bank deemed it 
necessary to construct the bridge 
in order to cushion the suffering 
of the students of the institution.

“Today’s event is very sym-
bolic. We believe in the society 
we operate in and this gesture is 
part of efforts of the UBA Founda-
tion to give back to the society,” 
Uzoka said.

“I strongly believe that with 
this bridge, students can move 
freely and will not have to go a 
long distance to reach their hos-
tels. So, this saves time and will 
enable them to study harder,” 
he said.

Uz o k a  s a i d  t h e  Fo u n d a -
tion gave priority to education 
through scholarship to Nigerian 
students and by improving the 
environment and empowering 
many people with a view to im-
pacting on the society.

Recall that the Foundation 

also runs an annual National Es-
say Competition for senior sec-
ondary schools geared towards 
development of education in all 
communities of the bank’s opera-
tion through education grants to 
deserving students. It is also in 
line with the Foundation’s com-
mitment to the socio-economic 
betterment of the communities 
in which UBA operates, focusing 
on development in the areas of 
environment, education, eco-
nomic empowerment and special 
projects.

According to Uzoka, UBA is 
creating a new narrative for Africa 
capable of making Africans run 
organisations that can stand the 
test of time for over 100 years.

In his remarks, Governor Tam-
buwal, who was represented by 
Bashir Garba, a professor and 
Secretary to the Sokoto State 
Government, lauded the UBA 
Foundation for the gesture and 
called on other banks operating in 
the state to emulate the footsteps 
of the bank by giving back to the 
society.

“We need more of these inter-
ventions to public universities in 
order to improve teaching and 
learning. I really commend Tony 
Elumelu and the Group Managing 
Director for coming to the aid of 
the students,” he said.

Tambuwal, therefore, re-
named the bridge ‘Tony Elumelu 
UBA Pedestrian Bridge’.

Abdullahi Zuru, vice-chancel-
lor of the university, described 

the construction of the pedestrian 
bridge as unprecedented, saying 
it would go a long way in taking 
care of the challenges facing the 
students.

The journey to the construc-
tion of the pedestrian bridge 
began in August 2017 when, at 
the National Dialogue Series or-
ganised by the Students’ Union 
Government (SUG) of Usman 
Danfodiyo University in Sokoto, 
Tony Elumelu, chairman of UBA 
Plc, acceded to the request of the 
students who had informed him 
of their plight and promised to 
assist them. Subsequently, UBA 
Foundation came to their aid.

Unveiling of Leo to the stu-
dents

Uzoka used the opportunity to 
enlighten the students on UBA’s 
new customer-centric product, 
Leo Virtual Banker, which he said 
gives customers, particularly 
youths, more power in conduct-
ing transactions.

“This is the first time a financial 
institution in Africa has come up 
with this manner of solution to 
simplify the way customers trans-
act, something that has become 
necessary in today’s fast-paced 
world with demands for quick-
time transactions and response,” 
Uzoka said.

“We know that students can 
be very busy with lectures and 
keeping up with so much activity. 
It is pertinent they get a young, 
upwardly-mobile banker like Leo 
the chat banker to proffer an array 

of solutions to all their banking 
needs,” he said.

Uzoka said with the launch 
of the chat banking app, cus-
tomers would be able to open 
new accounts, receive instant 
transaction notifications, check 
their balances on the go, transfer 
funds and do airtime top-up. They 
would also be able to confirm 
cheques, pay bills, apply for loans, 
freeze accounts, request for 
mini statements, amongst other 
things, he said.

“The formulation of this prod-
uct is consistent with the bank’s 
customer-first philosophy, where 
we are doing things with a strong 
focus on what the customers 
want, where they want it, and in 
the exact platform they want it,” 
Uzoka said.

“At UBA, we have been work-
ing with technology giants that 
have the global capacity to en-
sure not only seamless but also 
effortless banking for millions 
of our customers across Africa. 
We at UBA have collaborated 
with Facebook to come up with 
this innovation that is capable of 
revolutionising the way banking 
is done in Africa,” he said.

Uzoka noted that Leo will, 
in the nearest future, show up 
on other social platforms and 
added that all it takes to enjoy 
the services is simply to have a 
Facebook account.

Leo, UBA’s latest app, was first 
unveiled in Lagos on January 
11, 2018.
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Do television commercials still 
reinforce customer confidence?

The impact of Televi-
sion commercial when 
streamlined with the 
new media is over-
whelming. This is be-

cause apart from the huge time 
viewers spend on social media 
and the electronic media, re-
port said that Television, even in 
America reaches more than 94% 
of the country’s population. This 
is why many brands across the 
globe still deploy TVC to promote 
their brands.

In spite of plethora of mes-
sages on social media outlets 
like facebook, YouTube, twitter, 
instagram and others, TV remains 
relevant and  it has therefore be-
come very crucial for brands to le-
verage  this platform to persuade 
and ultimately get the buy-in of 
their target audience.

Little wonder multinationals 
playing within various sectors 
such as the financial institution, 
Telcos, oil & Gas, FMCG, Automo-
bile and others are spending huge 
sums offline to garner mindshare 
for maximum exposure for their 
services and products.

This is why the media han-
dlers of Pensions Alliance Lim-
ited keyed into the TV reach 
when they showcased its new 
TV Commercial recently at 
the unveiling of its campaign 
tagged ‘Retire with a Smile’. 
The TVC plays up PAL Pen-
sions’ brand promise to keep 
customers smiling at every 
stage; it is meant to encour-
age more individuals to save 
towards retirement. Currently, 
the TVC is enjoying phenom-
enal airplay on both traditional 
and social media.

The launch of the new TV 
Commercial was warmly ac-
cepted as it sparked up positive 
conversations among media cor-
respondents on the giant stride 

embarked on by PAL Pensions. 
The TV Commercial shows an 
exciting musical that depicts PAL 
Pensions’ clients smiling from 
their active working days to old 
age.

Speaking during the unveiling 
of the campaign, Managing Direc-
tor, PAL Pensions, Morohunke 
Bammeke, in a statement reiter-
ated that the mission of the orga-
nization is to secure and deliver 
retirement benefits with ease. ‘‘At 
PAL Pensions, we are constantly 
focused on creating value and 
delivering superior customer ser-
vice to our clients. We are driven 
by the passion to be the leader in 
attracting new clients and retain-
ing old ones. For us, it is crucial 
that every time our clients interact 
with us, they can be assured of the 
highest quality of service delivery. 
The PAL Pensions brand exudes 
empathy, warmth, partnership 
and integrity. “We are driven by 
the passion to make things easier 
for our clients’’. 

Similarly, the Head, Brand 

Ma n a g e m e n t  &  C o r p o r a t e 
Communications PAL Pensions,  
Sunmisola Mark-Okoma stated 
that ‘‘at the core of this campaign 
is the need to encourage the 
younger demography to secure 
their future by adopting a retire-
ment savings plan. We also em-
phasize on the importance of the 
Contributory Pensions Scheme. 
According to a 2017 report by 
the National Bureau of Statistics, 
only 10.93 percent of Nigeria’s 
total working population has 
retirement savings accounts. 
This implies that more than 89 
percent of Nigeria’s workforce 
does not have retirement savings 
accounts. With the campaign 
launch, we want to underscore 
the need to choose a credible, 
customer-focused Pensions 
Fund Administrator that would 
ensure the security and growth 
of their retirement savings. Our 
desire is to assure Nigerians that 
PAL Pensions delivers pensions 
services and retirement benefits 
with a smile.”

Malta Guinness thrills Lagosians with ‘Maltavator Challenge’

Lagosians had an electri-
fying experience at the 
Maltavator Challenge 
recently as they came out 

en masse to show why the city is 
the centre of Excellence. Maltava-

tor Challenge is a Pan African TV 
show that requires participants 
to take on physically and mentally 
challenging obstacle courses.

Registration started as early 
with over 2,000 excited consum-

ers registering for a chance to be 
one of the 10 contestants to rep-
resent Nigeria at the Maltavator 
Challenge International TV show.

As the contestants prepared 
to take on the challenge, the 
Malta Guinness team was on 
ground to fuel their greatness 
with the goodness of Malta Guin-
ness - packed full with energy 
giving vitamins B1, B2, B3 and B6 
to turn the Malta Goodness into 
greatness.

There was so much fun and 
excitement in the air as the con-
testants engaged in a series of 
physical and mentally tasking 
challenges which included the 
Maltavator Obstacle course, the 
Gladiator Duel, the Ball Pool Trea-
sure Hunt and the Maze contest.

The Finalists: Stanley Babalola, 

Furthermore, Sunmisola also 
enumerated some packages open 
to existing and new customers. 
‘‘PAL Pensions is a company that 
offers performance, service and 
trust to its teeming customers. 
We are committed to providing 
seamless internal and external 
synergy to achieve quality servic-
es, safe investments and capital 
growth. Our customers can enjoy 
the triple benefits of the ‘Retire 
with a Smile’ campaign. Retire 
with a Smile, anchored on our 
capacity to deliver our promise 
at the maturation of the pension 
scheme; Service with a Smile, 
speaks volumes about our excel-
lent customer service models and 
Deliver with a Smile, is an internal 
mechanism ensuring that people 
who register with PAL Pensions 
can smile at every interaction with 
the brand. Our customers are also 
guaranteed access to 25% of their 
funds before attaining age 50, in 
the event that they are out of job 
for a minimum of 4 months” she 
added.

Oge Nwabueze, Evans Edeha-
Ideji, Igboecheonwu Jane Fran-
sisca, Opanubi Toyosi and James 
James, who proved  they were  
physically strong and mentally fit 
were crowned the True Maltava-
tors for Lagos city.

The Final 10 Contestants to 
represent Nigeria in the forth-
coming Pan- African TV show 
will now be shortlisted from the 
finalists from Benin, Enugu and 
Lagos auditions.

Speaking at the event; the 
Brand Manager, Malta Guinness 
and Premium Non Alcoholic 
Drinks- Ifeoma Agu said “The 
Maltavator challenge has been 
very fulfilling across the different 
cities we have been to and the 
turnout in Lagos is really over-
whelming. This proves to us that 

PwC ranks 
high in world’s 
most valuable 
brands’ list

PwC has strengthened 
i t s  r a n k i n g  i n  t h e 
professional services 
sector, as one of the top 

50 brands world-wide in the 
annual Brand Finance Global 
500.

The Global 500 is a list of the 
strongest and most valuable 
brands world-wide, with top 
positions dominated by the 
technology sector.

T h e  r e p o r t ,  a c c o r d i n g 
t o  a  s t a t e m e n t ,  a s s e s s e s 
organisations across two main 
categories - the strength, and 
the value of their brand. Brand 
strength is calculated using a 
number of measures, including 
marketing, brand perception and 
business performance relative to 
competitors. The strength score 
feeds into the overall brand 
value calculation.

“PwC achieved a ranking 
in terms of brand value of 50, 
moving up from 66th last year. 
As a result PwC is the highest 
p e r f o r m i n g  p r o f e s s i o n a l 
service brand in the Index”, the 
statement said. 

The  statement said that the 
results reinforce the professional 
services network’s position as 
one of the leading brands in the 
world in 2018.

Bill Cobourn, Global Chief 
Marketing Officer, PwC, said 
in the statement “Our brand’s 
strength is driven by our people’s 
contributions, and underpinned 
by the long term investments we 
are making in transforming our 
technology, services and skills.

“Overall the Index shows 
how long established brand 
names like ours are as strong as 
new entrants in the technology 
and consumer sectors. That’s 
critical to our strategy to attract 
and develop talented people, 
driving our growth in new, 
technology enabled markets, 
with startups and established 
businesses alike.”  

… PAL Pensions ‘RetireWithASmile’ agrees

Nigerians are very passionate 
Go-Getters and Malta Guinness 
will continue to be that brand that 
fuels their Can-do spirit to great-
ness. The Maltavator challenge 
TV show is a platform that chal-
lenges Africans to unleash their 
Can do spirit with optimism and 
reach for greatness”.

The Maltavator Challenge 
is a Pan African TV show which 
will have 40 contestants from 
Nigeria, Ghana, Cote D’Ivoire 
and Ethiopia to compete in men-
tally and physically challenging 
obstacle courses for a chance to 
win $20,000 and fantastic prizes. 
Nigeria will play host to all the 
40 Contestants as this Eleven 
Episode TV show and would air 
across 52 African TV stations 
from April 2018.
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Ex p e r t s  h a v e 
stressed the need 
for consumers to 
check the expiry 

date of products before 
purchase, following re-
ports of increasing health 
hazards from consump-
tion of expired foods.

Investigation reveals 
that most consumers 
do not check the man-
ufacturing and expiry 
dates on the products 
and this could be as a 
result of their ignorance 
on the implications of 
consumption of expired 
products on their health.

Expiry date of a product 
is the period up to which 
the food retains its nutri-
ents (usually stipulated on 
the label). That means it is 
important to use that food 
before the expiry date to 
get the best of it and also 
avoid poisoning.

According to health 
experts,  consuming  ex-
pired  products  which 
includes food and drug  
could  cause food poi-
soning which  if not  well 
taken care of immediate-
ly  could  lead  to death 
or serious illness. The 
question is how many Ni-
gerian consumers check 
expiry date on products 
before purchase?

For Simeon Chukwu, 
an educationist, check-
ing expiry date on prod-
ucts whether food or 
drugs does not mean 
anything to him.

Chukwu said that once 

Ingredients

10 Medium pieces of 
snails

8 Large tomatoes

2 Red bell peppers

3 Scotch bonnet peppers

2 large red onions

Seasoning Cubes

2 cloves of garlic

3 Limes

2 tablespoons of Salt

2 cooking spoons of Veg-
etable Oil

Preparation
Put the snails in a bow and 
wash with lime and salt till 
allthe slime is gone.
Place the snail in a pot with 
the chilli powder, season-
ing cubes, chopped garlic, 
1/2 of the chopped on-
ions, and a pinch of salt 
and stir.

Bu y i n g  d i f f e r e n t 
items in bulk can 
help you save quite 

a lot of money when it is 
done the right way.

This works especially 
well for large families, 
but it can also be advan-
tageous for couples and 
single individuals. People 
are paid at different times 
depending on where one 
works, and those who 
receive their pay every 2 
weeks or once a month 
seem to manage their 
money better when they 
buy needed items in bulk.

Items such as toilet pa-
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the packaging of the prod-
uct is neat and appealing 
to the eyes, he does not 
care about the date such 
product would expire.

He maintained that he 
does not believe in the 
expiry dates on products, 
describing it as a ploy of 
manufacturers to force 
consumers to buy more 
of their products.

Contrary to Chukwu’s 
response, a public servant, 
Christiana Ikechi, said she 
has never bought any drug 
or food product without 
checking the expiry date 
of such products.

She said, purchasing 
expired products, espe-

cially drugs could be dan-
gerous to one’s life and 
that of the entire family.

Speaking also, Godwin 
Anya, a consultant and an 
independent artist, de-
scribed himself as a very 
careful and meticulous 
person, adding that he 
cannot buy any product 
without having a critical 
look at the expiration date 
of such product. 

Anya further explained 
that people are desperate 
to make money at the 
expense of others. Adding 
that it is necessary for him 
to check what he wants to 
buy to know if the product 
has expired or not. 

“I check the date be-
cause if l get home and 
discover that the product 
has expired my money 
will not be refunded if I re-
turn it.  Also, l check the ex-
piry date in other to avoid 
health hazards associated 
with some products, es-
pecially pharmaceutical 
products; and if it is food 
products, to avoid food 
poisoning,’’ he said.

On her part, Chinwe 
Duru recalled how she 
was rushed to the hospital 
for eating expired green 
pea which was used in 
preparing salad.

Since after the incident, 
Duru said, she always 

NGOZI OKPALAKUNNE

checked expiry date of 
any product she wants to 
buy from either the open 
market or supermarket.

According to her, it was 
an experience she cannot 
forget in a hurry as she 
was on admission in the 
hospital for days.

“It was a lesson in-
deed, because after be-
ing rushed to the hospital, 
l vomited everything I had 
eaten. I was admitted in 
the hospital for some days 
and spent a lot of money 
before I was discharged. I 
could not go to the office 
within that period,” she 
noted.

Duru stressed the need 

for consumers to ensure 
they consume products 
that are not contaminat-
ed, adding that the con-
sequence of eating such 
product is better imag-
ined than experienced.

Omolara Toye said 
she does not want her-
self or any member of 
the family to fall victim 
of food poisoning or any 
other illness associated 
with the consumption of 
expired products.

According to her, she 
pays adequate attention 
to the date the product 
was manufactured and 
the day it will expire to 
ensure that only safe 
product is consumed in 
her home.

On her part, Vivian 
Abba said it does not 
occur to her to check 
the date of expiration 
on products when she 
wants to purchase any-
thing either from the 
shop or market.

Meanwhile Lara Ogun-
toye, a Lagos based Nutri-
tionist, said it is necessary 
for consumers to avoid 
foods that have passed 
its expiry date, adding 
that such food has no nu-
tritional value.

She appealed to con-
sumers who cannot read 
the information on the 
label of the product they 
want to purchase to al-
ways go with a literate 
person who can read 
and explain to them the 
contents of the product, 
including the date of ex-
piration.

Why consumers purchase, consume expired products

Recipe:
Snail stew delicacy   

Buy in bulk, save money

Then boil for about 15-18 
minutes. Grind the toma-
toes, bell pepper, scotch 
bonnet peppers, put in a 
separate pot and bring 
to boil to dry up some of 
the extra water from the 
tomatoes.
In a pot, heat the oil- then 
pour chopped onions and 

per, paper towels, canned 
goods, boxed food, and 
other things that have long 
expiration dates, are all 
good for bulk purchase.

Once the proper goods 
are bought, you can put 
them away and not have 
to worry about replac-
ing them for between 
the next two weeks or 
even a month. As for the 
canned and boxed goods, 
these usually have a lon-
ger shelf life.

These may start to build 
up after a while, so be sure 
to sort them according 
to their expiration dates.  

fry on medium heat. Pour 
in the tomato and pepper 
mix; fry for about 10-15 
minutes on low heat add 
your seasoning and taste 
for salt.
Add the snails, stir and 
allow to boil for 2-4 more 
minutes on medium heat. 
Serve with Rice, Pasta, 
Plantain, Yam or Potatoes.

As for frozen foods, these 
can also be purchased in 
bulk depending on what 
sort of food it is. Buying 
frozen foods in bulk usu-
ally makes more sense 
for larger families, as you 
can be sure it will not go 
to waste. When you find a 
meat pack containing fam-
ily favorites, buying more 
than one large package is a 
good idea. Frozen fruit can 
also be stocked for quite 
a while as long as it is pro-
tected from freezer burn.

It is also possible to buy 
bread products in bulk. 
Fresh bread can be bought, 
frozen, and thawed out 
as needed. There is some 
bread that comes frozen. 
You can buy these in bulk 
amounts and store them to 
use as you need or want to.

Different types of juices 
can be bought as either 
frozen or bottled, and will 
last for at least a month at 
a time. As you slowly stock 
your pantry and freezer, 
you will start to see the 
money savings add up. This 
will become evident as you 
need to purchase less and 
less of certain items on 
each shopping trip.  
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Total Nigeria, Transcorp Hotels shoot 
up year-to-date dividends to N31bn

Equities shed N24 bn as profit taking moderates

Transcorp Hotels and 
To t a l  N i g e r i a  l a s t 
week joined the early 
f i l e r s  t o  a n n o u n c e 
their audited report 

for the year ended December 
31, 2017, in compliance with 
the regulatory provisions which 
require listed companies to pub-
lish their audited reports within 
90 days after their financial 
year has ended. While Trans-
corp Hotels declared 12.45k 
dividend per share translating 
to N0.946 billion, Total Nigeria 
announced N14/share final divi-
dend amounting to N4.75 billion, 
and their corporate actions took 
the total dividend announced in 
2018 to N31 billion, Business-
Day Dividend Monitor shows.  

Transcorp Hotels maintains 
a controlling interest in Trans-
corp Hotels Calabar Limited, 
Transcorp Hotels Port Harcourt 
Limited and Transcorp Hotels 
Ikoyi Limited.   Transcorp Hotels’ 
gross revenue for the period de-
clined by 9.6 percent to N13.84 
billion in 2017 as against N15.31 
billion realised in 2016. Profit 
after Tax (PAT) fell to N2.68 
billion in 2017 compared with 
N4.09 billion in December 2016. 
Consequently, the 12.45k divi-
dend per share declared in this 
dividend season is 69 percent 
lower than 40k per share paid 
last year March. 

Our in-house analysts attrib-
uted the decline in Transcorp 
Hotels’ gross earnings, profit 
after tax and dividend to the 
general macroeconomic envi-
ronment. This is because based 
on the nation’s GDP and VAT 
figures for 2017, the recreation 
and tourism sub sector is yet to 
be out of recession.  According 

Listed equities on the Ni-
gerian Stock Exchange 
(NSE) shed N24.4 bil -
lion last week following 

moderation in profit taking. The 
m a r k e t  c a p i t a l i s a t i o n  c l o s e d 
l a s t  Fr i d a y  a t  N 1 5 . 2 8  t r i l l i o n 
compared with N15.30 trillion 
the previous week. By implica-
tion, the market capitalisation 
of listed equities closed week 
to date lower at negative 0.16 
percent. However, year to date, 
the market capitalisation closed 
higher at 12.25 percent, although 
this still falls short of the stellar 
p e r f o r m a n c e  t h e  m a r k e t  r e -
corded in January. 

Si m i l a r l y,  t h e  Al l  Sh a r e  I n -
dex (ASI) closed last Friday at 
4 2 , 5 7 0 . 8 9  p o i n t s  w h i c h  a l s o 
translated to a marginal decline 
of 0.16 percent when compared 
with 42,604.40 points its closing 

TELIAT SULE

to the GDP data obtained from 
the National Bureau of Statistics 
( N B S ) ,  a c c o m m o d a t i o n  a n d 
food services; art, entertainment 
and recreation sub sectors all re-
coded lower economic activities 
based on the third quarter NBS 
GDP figures. Economic activi-
ties in the art, entertainment and 
recreation sub sector contracted 
by 30 percent as at the end of the 
third quarter 2017. Similarly, Val-
ued Added Tax (VAT) from the 
hotels and catering sub sector 
recorded a marginal growth of 
0.5 percent in 2017. 

The two major shareholders 
in the firm are the Transnation-
al Corporation of Nigeria Plc 
which controls 83.47 percent 
shareholding and the Ministry 
of Finance Incorporated that 
controls 11.02 percent interest 
in the company.  The closure 
date is March 7, 2018 while divi-
dend will be paid to members on 

March 19,2018. 
Total Nigeria witnessed a mar-

ginal decline in gross revenue 
from N290.95 billion in 2016 to 
N288.06 billion in 2017. Profit 
after tax fell by 46 percent to 
N8.02 billion in 2017 down from 
N14.80 billion in 2016.  The Reg-
ister of Members will close on 
March 16, 2018. 

“ On Friday the 22nd of June 
2018, dividends will be paid elec-
tronically to shareholders whose 
names appear on the Register of 
Members as at Friday the 16th 
of March , 2018 and who have 
completed the e-dividend regis-
tration and mandated the Reg-
istrar to pay dividends directly 
into their bank accounts”, Total 
Nigeria said in a note to the NSE. 

Announcements & Appoint-
ments 
* Tripple Gee & Company ap-
points Adenike Onasanya as the 

figure on February 15, 2018.  Year 
to date, ASI closed higher at 11.32 

percent. 
Year to date, all but the NSE 

ASeM Index and NSE Consumer 
Goods Index closed in the posi-
tive territory. The NSE Banking 
Index posted the highest return 
year to date at 21.35 percent as it 
closed at 576.95 points as against 
475.44 points on the last trading 
days in December 2017.  The NSE 
Premium Index was up 16.11 per-
cent YTD. It closed at 2,977.15 
points compared with 2,564.13 
points. The NSE Insurance index 
ended the week at 156.16 points 
in contrast to 139.37 points on 
the last trading day in December 
2017, representing an increase 
12.05 percent. 

Investors traded 2.018 billion 
shares valued at N21.74 billion in 
25,496 deals last week compared 
with 2.94 billion shared traded in 
the previous week estimated at 
N27.924 billion in 28,567 deals.  
A total of 102 stocks were traded 

Company Secretary. 
* Med-View Airline appoints 
MAC Interiors to reconfigure the 
cabin of Boeing 767-300ER(5N-
BQN) aircraft. 
* Paints & Coating Manufactur-
ers gets Shareholders’ approval 
to delist from the Official List of 
the NSE. 

Corporate Governance Index 
debuts, gains 1.17 percent in 
first week

The management of the Ni-
gerian Stock Exchange (NSE) 
and the Convention on Business 
Integrity (CBi) increased the 
number of sub sectoral indexes 
with the introduction of Corpo-
rate Governance Index which 
became operational on Thursday 
February 22, 2018. Symbolically 
represented as the NSE CG In-
dex, the sub sectoral index will 
c a p t u r e  t h e  p e r f o r m a n c e  o f 
the 35 CGRS-rated companies 

through their market capitalisa-
tion, free float and corporate 
governance rating scores.  

 The NSE CG Index closed 
last Friday at 1,717.34 points, 
representing an increase of 1.17 
percent over 1,697.40 points 
recorded on its debut.  The index 
will be reviewed twice a year 
in order to add newly qualified 
CGRS-rated companies and to 
remove from the list companies 
those that fail the test. 

The NSE and CBi during the 
week held a certification cer-
emony for 35 companies and 
437 directors that made it over 
the 70 percent threshold for the 
Corporate Governance Rating 
System (CGRS) process. 

 “The launch of the CG Index 
is an important milestone to 
strengthening listed companies 
by tracking their corporate gov-
ernance practices. This index 
will  increase transparency in 
our market and provide inves-
tors additional data points upon 
which to make sound decisions. 
I congratulate the companies 
t h a t  h a v e  s u c c e s s f u l l y  c o m -
pleted the process and I expect 
that they will be more positively 
looked at whilst trying to raise 
a n d  a c c e s s  c a p i t a l  w i t h i n  o r 
o u t s i d e  o f  o u r  j u r i s d i c t i o n ” , 
Oscar Onyema, the chief execu-
tive officer, The Nigerian Stock 
Exchange (NSE), said.

The companies were awarded 
the CGRS certification while 
t h e  d i r e c t o r s  w e r e  a w a r d e d 
certificates for success in the 
Fiduciary Awareness Certifica-
tion Test (FACT), which is a key 
component of the CGRS.  The 
CGRS was launched on Novem-
ber 3, 2014 after a successful 
pilot phase involving a number 
of companies listed on the NSE 
some of which are now listed on 
the Premium Board.

and 26 recorded price appre-
ciation; the prices of 9 stocks 
declined while the prices of 67 
stocks remained unchanged dur-
ing the period. 

Ex c h a n g e  Tr a d e  Pr o d u c t s 
(ETPs)

Investors traded 111,794 units 
of ETPs valued at N1.806 billion 
done in 10 deals as against 25,586 
units traded in the previous week 
worth N3.004 billion executed in 
11 deals.  VETBANK and STAN-
BIC ETF30 were the most active 
ETFs. 

Bonds
A total 9,963 units of the Federal 

Government bonds were traded 
valued at N10.06 million done in 
21 deals in contrast to 2,785 units 
worth N2.627 million which were 
executed in 16 deals in the week 
before.  The most active were 
FGS2019S1 and FGS2020S3. 
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A look at Black History Month

Ogun to introduce endurance trek, others 
at African Drums festival 2018

As the third edition of 
the African Drums 
Festival scheduled 
to hold from April 

19-20, 2018, draws closer, 
the Ogun State government 
has disclosed that it would 
introduce an endurance trek, 
road show and other side at-
tractions to the festival.

Speaking on the prepa-
ration for the festival in his 
office in Abeokuta recently, 
Muyiwa Oladipo, Commis-
sioner for Culture and Tour-
ism, Ogun State, said the fes-
tival, the third in the series, 
was already looking like an 
event in its tenth year, ascrib-
ing the achievement to the 
state government’s resolve 
at making the festival the best 
among equals.

“We have been having 
improvement yearly, the fes-

tival is just three years old and 
is already like it is 10 years 

old. This year, we are going to 
have a road show and build up 

activities to the main event. 
We intend to have pre- shows 

in the two other senatorial 
districts. We will bring in An-
gelique Kidjo to Ijebu Ode and 
another Yoruba music star at 
Ilaro, we are also going to have 
a road show on the day of the 
opening ceremony which is on 
April 19, 2018.

We plan to have an endur-
ance trek from the Cultural 
Centre to Olumo Rock, you 
know, we have very good road 
networks today, Olumo Rock 
is the centre of attraction for 
tourists, and of course, we 
need to showcase our state to 
the outside world,” the Com-
missioner said.

 He disclosed that about 24 
African countries would take 
part in the festival, adding that, 
the Moroccan National Tele-
vision would be on ground to 
cover the event and showcase 
it to the rest of the world.

“Morocco has keyed into 
our vision, Moroccan National 
Television will be coming to 
cover the event and at least 
showcase it to the rest of the 
world, and we are going to 
have representatives from 
more African countries. We 
had about 12 countries at the 
last edition, and are expecting 
about 24 African countries.  
We intend making a mark, and 
an improvement on what we 
have had in the last two edi-
tions,” He said.

Oladipo expressed the 
determination of the State 
Government to nurture the 
festival to maturity, so that 
subsequent governments 
would also preserve the lega-
cies of the festival, thereby 
making it a flagship for cultural 
activities in the state and the 
country at large.

Each year beginning 
on February 1, an 
e n t i r e  m o n t h  o f 
events are planned 

nationwide in the United 
States of America in honour 
of the history and contribu-
tions of African Americans 
to the country.

This year is not different 
as many exciting activities 
have held and some are still 
holding in commemoration  

However, the 2018 edi-
tion of the celebration takes 
a little different curve. Rath-
er the usual festivities, this 
edition, which holds on the 
theme, “African Americans 
in Times of War” is honor-
ing brave African American 
men and women who served 
their countries in the armed 
forces, especially those who 
made the ultimate sacrifice 
while defending the Ameri-
can ideals of freedom and 
democracy.

It would be recalled that 
during World War II, more 
than 2.5 million black men 
registered for the draft and 
one million served as draft-
ees or volunteers in every 
branch of the armed forces.  
As well, a decade before the 
first glimmers of the Ameri-
can civil rights movement, 
most black men were as-
signed to segregated combat 
groups.

Ev e n  s o ,  m o r e  t h a n 
1 2 , 0 0 0  b l a c k  m e n  w h o 
served in the segregated 
92nd Division received cita-
tions or were decorated for 
“extraordinary heroism” 

on the battlefield. Perhaps 
more famously, the Tuske-
gee Airmen also became 
legendary for their heroic 
feats, and in total received 
a Distinguished Unit Cita-
tion, several silver stars, 150 
distinguished flying crosses, 
fourteen bronze stars, and 
744 air medals.

While people in the US 
are celebrating Black His-
tory Month, Nigerians also 
joined in the celebration 
with some activities, espe-
cially in Lagos.

One of such activities 
was the Nigerian premiere 
of Marvel Studio’s block-
buster hit “Black Panther” 
by the Public Affairs Section 

Lagos, noted that the pre-
miere was in commemora-
tion of the Balck History 
Month in Nigeria this year.

T h e  c o n s u l  g e n e r a l 
who earlier hosted busi-
ness, political and senior 
government leaders,  in-
cluding Nollywood actors, 
screenwriters, producers 
and directors alongside civil 
society representatives to a 
reception before the movie 
premiere, noted that the 
Consulate General Lagos 
was happy to connect with 
the heroic deeds and sac-
rifices of African American 
men and women, for the ad-
vancement of the country, 
especially those who served 

Some African American soldiers during World War II

OBINNA EMELIKE

of the United States Consul-
ate General Lagos in col-
laboration with Filmhouse 
Cinemas (IMAX Theatre) 
Lekki, Lagos.

The movie was timely 
and suits the theme of this 
year’s Black History Month 
because of the war and he-
roic storyline. It stars a deep 
bench of actors of color and 
tells the story of the ruler of 
a mythical African kingdom 
who moonlights as a super-
hero and has to contend with 
both internal and external 
threats and challenges.

In his remarks at the mov-
ie premiere, John F. Bray, 
C o n s u l  Ge n e r a l ,  Un i t e d 
States Consulate General 

in the armed forces.
Black History Month first 

originated as part of an ini-
tiative by writer and educa-
tor Dr. Carter G. Woodson, 
who launched Negro His-
tory Week in 1926. Wood-
son proclaimed that Negro 
History Week should always 
occur in the second week 
of February — between the 
birthdays of Frederick Dou-
glass and Abraham Lincoln.

Since 1976, every Amer-
i c a n  p r e s i d e n t  h a s  p r o -
claimed February as Black 
History Month. Today, other 
countries such as Canada 
and the United Kingdom 
also devote an entire month 
to celebrating black history.

Adekunle Gold releases 
a new song and music 
video titled ‘Ire’. It is a 
personal song which 

reflects on his life’s journey with a 
message that will inspire his fans 
for a long time to come.

‘Ire’ is a life lesson packaged in 
a slow tempo song and accompa-
nied by traditional Yoruba percus-
sion sounds. Adekunle Gold sings 
in his native Yoruba language as 
is his usual style. He also sings in 
English for an uncharacteristic 
amount of time, alluding to his 
desire for the song’s important 
lessons to be understood. Ac-
cording to Adekunle Gold, “‘Ire’ 
is a symbolic summary of my life 
experiences and my journey to 
becoming Adekunle Gold.” He 
also took to Instagram to let his 
fans know that “This song will be 
the soundtrack of your life.”

Adekunle Gold opens the 
song singing:“The grass is greener 
on the other side, that’s what I 
thought before I took the ride.”

He goes on to reveal that “The 
life I was looking for was already 
my own,” before telling listeners, 
“Goodness is calling out to me, it’s 

Adekunle Gold 
mirrors his life 
with Ire

telling me to come home.”
The song was produced by 

Seyikeyz, the video was directed 
by Aje and shot in various loca-
tions around Lagos, Nigeria, 
including Ajah, Ajegunle, Ikorodu 
and Ikoyi. The scenes in the video 
are beautifully played in reverse, 
alluding to Adekunle Gold’s 
self-reflection. Scenes where 
Adekunle Gold prepares dinner 
on firewood, sings in church 
and paddles a canoe are some 
of the visuals that contribute 
to the video’s captivating aes-
thetic making it a video worth 
watching.
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Again, Lagos reiterates support for visual arts

On c e  a g a i n , 
Lagos State 
government 
h a s  r e i t e r -
ated its sup-

port to the art sector, which 
it described as a sector with 
great potential for creativity, 
wealth creation, youth em-
ployment, foreign exchange 
earner among others.

Assuring on Governor 
Akinwunmi Ambode’s re-
solve to develop the sector 
for people’s empowerment 
and huge revenue earner, 
Steve Ayorinde, commis-
sioner for Tourism, Art and 
Culture, Lagos State, reiter-
ated the state’s support to 
the arts while receiving a 
team from African Artists’ 
Foundation (AAF) who paid 
him a courtesy call recently in 
his Alausa Ikeja office.

The AAF team included 
Obayomi Anthony, the win-
ner of the National Geo-
graphic/LagosPhoto Portfo-
lio Review competition.  

One of the highlights of 
the courtesy call was the 
cheque presentation Obayo-
mi Anthony by the commis-
sioner. In the brief ceremony, 
Azu Nwagbogu, director of 
African Artists’ Foundation/ 
LagosPhoto, emphasized the 
commitment of the founda-
tion towards the develop-

ment of arts in the state and 
in the country at large.

Speaking after the pre-
sentation of the $10,000 
cheque to young Obayomi 
Anthony, the commissioner 
congratulated the winner, 
and also applauded the Afri-
can Artists’ Foundation for a 

job well done in bringing the 
world to Lagos for the La-
gosPhoto Festival; an annual 
international photo festival 
hosted by the foundation. 
Ayorinde further assured the 
foundation on collaboration 
opportunities for upcoming 
projects in Lagos as well as, 

enumerated ongoing art 
projects across the state 
including the world class 
art museum to be cited at 
Onikan, Lagos.

Explaining the rationale 
for the cheque presenta-
tion ceremony, Nwagbogu 
said, during the LagosPhoto 

Festival 2017, LagosPhoto 
and NatGeo invited photog-
raphers from across Africa to 
submit portfolios for review 
and an opportunity to win 
$10,000 and in over a thou-
sand entries received and 
over 200 reviewed by a jury, 
Obayomi Anthony came 

tops with his series entitled; 
Bonafide Squatters.

The excited AAF team 
noted that it was in the spirit 
of celebrating the young 
photographer who hails 
from Lagos State and also to 
seek further collaboration 
for the development of the 
arts that AAF visited the 
ministry.  

Considering the quality of 
the jury that consisted of; An-
drew Esiebo, an international 
photographer; TY Bello, pho-
tographer/musician; Bayo 
Omoboriowo, photographer 
to the President; Jennifer 
Samuel, associate photo edi-
tor, NatGeo; Kaitlin Yarnall, 
vice president, NatGeo and 
Bas Losekoot,  international 
photographer, the director 
of AAF noted that Obayomi 
Anthony truly merited his 
success at the competition.

In her remarks at the cer-
emony, Charlotte Langhorst, 
assistant director, AAF dis-
closed that the foundation 
is willing to partner the state 
in projects that would groom 
artists, boost the arts, create 
jobs and offer respect to 
practitioners.

In his response, the com-
missioner noted that the 
ministry would be contact-
ing and further engaging AAF 
in some planned projects 
for professional inputs and 
world class hosting.

L-R: Sangotoye Olayinka, gallery manager, African Artists’ Foundation (AAF); Charlotte Langhorst, assistant director, AAF; 
Steve Ayorinde, commissioner for Tourism, Arts and Culture, Lagos State; Obayomi Anthony, winner, NatGeo/LagosPhoto 
Portfolio Review and Azu Nwagbogu, director, AAF/LagosPhoto, during the cheque presentation to Obayomi in the com-
missioner’s office in Alausa recently.
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…as Tourism, Art & Culture commissioner hosts AAF

Following months 
of speculation and 
anticipation, Afri-
ca Magic, in asso-
ciation with Multi-

choice, has announced the call 
to entry for the 2018 edition 
of the AfricaMagic Viewers’ 
Choice Awards (AMVCAs), 
the prestigious initiative that 
honours film and TV talents 
across the continent.

Billed to hold on Septem-
ber 1, 2018, this year’s edition 
of the AMVCAs is sponsored 
by Konga and supported by 
Nokia and Heritage Bank.

The AMVCAs celebrate 
the contribution of African 
filmmakers, actors and tech-
nicians in the success of the 
continent’s film and television 
industry and with the success 
of the previous fiveeditions, 
preparations are in top gear 
for the 2018 edition. Entries 
for the AMVCAs open on  
March 1 and close on April 
30, 2018.

Wangi Mba-Uzoukwu, di-
rector for M-Net West Africa, 
said: “Nearly one year after 
the last AMVCAs, We are 
pleased to announce the call 
to entry for 2018 edition of the 

MultiChoice, Africa Magic set for 2018 AMVCAs

Awards. The African movie 
and television industry is brim-
ming with exciting talents and 
at Africa Magic, we contribute 
to the industry by not only giv-
ing these talents the platform 

to showcase their skills and 
passion, but by celebrating 
their achievements whilst also 
encouraging them to continue 
honing their craft.”

The AMVCA awards film-

makers in different catego-
ries ranging from acting and 
directing to scriptwriting and 
cinematography. Other cat-
egories will include: short film 
or online video, soundtrack, 

costume designing, sound 
and lighting amongst others. 
For 2018 there are 27 catego-
ries in all, with seven open to 
viewers and 20 decided by 
the respected AMVCA panel 
of judges.

John Ugbe, managing di-
rector, MultiChoice Nigeria, 
expressed delight at the grow-
ing success of the AMVCAs.

 “We have been inundated 
with calls from filmmakers 
across Africa, with everyone 
asking when the AMVCAs 
would return for another edi-
tion. After a brief hiatus, we 
are thrilled to announce that 
2018 will indeed mark the 
sixth consecutive year of Mul-
tiChoice and Africa Magic 
successfully hosting the AM-
VCAs and we remain proud 
of the improvements seen in 
the industry since the incep-
tion of the awardsas we know 
that these cannot be ignored 
or overstated. Furthermore, 
our continued investment 
demonstrates our dedica-
tion in helping unearth and 
celebrate talent on continent 
and we believe that the 2018 
edition of the AMVCAs will 
leave an even bigger impact 

on the African film production 
industry than the previous 
five,” said Ugbe.

Entry for the AMVCAs 
is free and the closing date 
for submissions is on April 
30, 2018. Films, made-for-
television movies or television 
series previously entered into 
or nominated for an award, 
or awarded a prize in another 
film and television competi-
tion are eligible to be entered 
for the AMVCAs. All films, 
made-for-television movies 
or television series are eligible 
for entry to the AMVCA if 
they are broadcast or publicly 
screened during the period 
of October 1, 2016 to March 
31, 2018.

To enter for the awards, 
film makers are to prepare a 2 
to 3 minutes long showreel for 
their online submission, then 
log on to www. africamagic.
tv and navigate to the submis-
sion page.

The process continues 
online with the filling of the 
submission forms and upload-
ing the clip. A unique reference 
number will be allocated to 
each completed online sub-
mission.

Rita Dominic and Ramsey Nouah in a movie scene

…open call to entry



Book Review

Medical Tragedy in Nigeria: 
My Story is an account of 
the ugly experience of 
C. Bassey Usungise, the 
book’s author, during a 

health challenge in Nigeria and how a 
surgeon’s carelessness worsened an al-
ready bad situation and nearly ruined the 
author’s life.

Here is the story in brief: The author 
had an itch on his left leg. He scratched it 
until he scraped his skin and developed a 
wound. The wound became infected after 
some days, accompanied by a limp and a 
severe pain. He went to a hospital where 
the doctor, after series of scans, found the 
wound was infected and administered 
antibiotics, which healed the swelling and 
the limping. But by then, another problem 
had developed – the right leg had borne 
the weight of the entire body for a while 
leading to a severe pain on the right waist, 
making it impossible for the author to 
stand upright.

One night, he took a leap of faith. While 
his wife was busy with household chores, 
he attempted to forcefully stand upright 
against his wife’s sound advice. That at-
tempt aggravated the whole situation. 
He found himself in a costly ward in one 
of the country’s popular hospitals with an 
admission fee of N50,000. After physical 
examination by a team of doctors, he was 
discharged and told to attend treatment 
as an outpatient, even though he was still 
in pain.

Not satisfied, he made contacts and 
eventually ended up in the hands of Dr 
Charles Kimani, whom he later describes 
as “a monster”. It was Dr Kimani’s treat-
ment that aggravated his situation, got him 
bedridden for months and incapacitated 
for more than a year.

Why Dr Kimani insisted on a second 
surgery after a successful first surgery 
which healed the pain in his right leg is 
still a mystery. But while he was waiting 
to be discharged after the first surgery, 
Dr Kimani suddenly came up with the 
tale of a broken drain that needed to be 
removed and replaced through a minor, 
30-minute surgery. In the course of the 
purported 30-minute surgery that ended 
up lasting over six hours, so many unusual 
things happened. As the author would later 
learn, Dr Kimani had cut deeper into his 
spinal cord and tampered with his nerves 
after which he had told other doctors that 
Bassey would never be able to stand up 
even after three years. Some doctors and 
nurses in the hospital also told the author 
how he fell down from the operating table 
in the theatre, an occurrence they said 
was abnormal because it was practically 
impossible unless it was manipulated by 
an external force. That external force was 
explained by a woman who described the 
fall as “occultist donation” or “medical 
taboo” where the victim is given just three 
days to live in the world.

Before the two surgeries, the author 
says, he could walk unassisted to the lava-
tory, but after the surgeries, especially the 
second, he could not stand up again. (p.37)

Besides, he suffered other abnormal 
conditions: urinary incontinence, tighten-
ing of the right ankle, looseness of erection, 

frequency of defecation, etc. (p.46)
As he would later learn, Dr Kimani was 

not even a neurosurgeon but a trauma 
surgeon who was not qualified to handle 
spinal cord surgeries. (p.51)

Having survived Dr Kimani’s wicked-
ness and escaped death by the whiskers, 
the author’s final saving grace came 
through a corrective surgery in India, which 
was funded through magnanimous dona-
tions by friends, well-wishers, church mem-
bers and fellow ministers. India has for 
long been a top destination for outbound 
medical tourism in Nigeria, accounting for 
a whopping 47 percent.

The author speaks well of Saifee Hospi-
tal in Mumbai, India, where he received his 
healing. He says, “The Saifee Hospital was 
built with the cutting-edge technology; it is 
a state-of-the-art hospital lacking nothing 
that a patient may need. The hospital is like 
a five-star hotel.” (p.70)

And the staff? “The nurses in the hospi-
tal respond to patients’ calls with alacrity. 
They are always on hand to attend to your 
needs.” (p.69)

This is food for thought for most Nigeri-
an hospitals where the chances of dying are 
higher than those of walking out alive and 
where the antagonism of medical person-
nel can kill even faster than the illness. Ni-
geria has a lot to learn from India. And this 
is one of the reasons for writing this book, 
as stated by the author in the Introduction: 
“so that medical practitioners can satisfy 
the expectations of their patients, and so 
that governments at the federal and state 
levels can build state-of-the-art hospitals 
and equip them with cutting-edge technol-

ogy to make medical services available to 
every Nigerian from all walks of life”.

The book further tries to foster faith 
in believers, eliminate fears in them and 
encourage them to be strong even in the 
face of challenges. It creates awareness 
of the supremacy of God’s power over the 
powers of darkness, celebrates the power 
and wonders of God and His faithfulness, 
and also demonstrates that only in God 
“can we find ultimate security and safety”.

Against the prediction of surgeons, 
God raised the author from the sickbed. 
“They had said I was not going to survive 

the sickness, but God’s power delivered 
me, to the absolute chagrin of the powers 
of darkness and to the astonishment of 
the doctors who were treating me at the 
hospital,” he says.

Beyond sharing the author’s experience, 
the book is also a call to repentance. The au-
thor, a minister in Deeper Life Bible Church, 
seizes the opportunity to preach the gospel 
of salvation, calling on those who are still 
outside Christ to surrender their lives to 
Him as the “only sure way to heaven” and 
“the guaranteed way to security from pow-
ers of darkness”.

He admonishes, “If you are just a church-
goer who relies on almsgiving and paying 
of tithes without repenting from all your 
known sins, I think it is high time you called 
religion quits because you are naked be-
fore the powers of darkness. The antidote 
against satanic power is the salvation got-
ten from Christ; stop playing churchianity 
and accept Jesus today as your personal 
Lord and Saviour. Start living a life above 
reproach, defeat sin, and you will see God’s 
power work miracles in your life.” (p.26)

Interestingly, unlike many of today’s 
Christians who like to blame all their 
problems on demonic attacks without 
admitting their own error, the author 
admits, honestly, that the beginning 
of the whole saga was his own little 
mistake of taking his personal hygiene 
for granted.

“If I had applied any steriliser or disin-
fectant to the wound I sustained on my left 
ankle through scratching, the infection that 
set in later on could have been warded off, 
and there would have been no need for the 
swelling and limping that cropped up later 
in my body,” he says. (p.3)

He, therefore, admonishes believers 
and non-believers alike to take their per-
sonal hygiene and first aid treatment very 
seriously.

Even though the title of the seven-
chapter book, Medical Tragedy in Nigeria: 
My Story, may tend to generalise and so 
sound alarmist and scary, the author clari-
fies ab initio, clearly stating that the book is 
not written “to make the reader paranoid 
about hospitals or medical professionals”. 
Of course, as he rightly admits, while there 
are medical practitioners who perpetrate 
dastardly acts of injury and worsen the 
medical conditions of their patients; while 
“many a patient has been maimed for life 
due to some medical practitioners who are 
greenhorns in the profession”; and while 
“many patients have died avoidable deaths 
due to the occult practices of some medical 
practitioners who wanted to satisfy their 
occultist covenants”, there are still many 
good doctors all over the world doing 
marvellous jobs of caring and curing their 
patients and giving them hope.

But despite all he had to go through, the 
author in the end demonstrates the true 
Christian spirit as enunciated by Christ 
in Matthew 5:44 – “Love your enemies 
and pray for those who persecute you.” 
He says of Dr Kimani, who caused him so 
much pain and endangered his life: “He 
has apologised to me”; “I have forgiven 
him with all my heart”; “I pray that he will 
find Jesus as his personal Saviour and Lord 
through repentance of his sins.” I hope we 
can all say Amen to that. 
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If I had applied any steriliser 
or disinfectant to the wound 
I sustained on my left ankle 

through scratching, the 
infection that set in later on 

could have been warded off, 
and there would have been 
no need for the swelling and 
limping that cropped up later 

in my body



Eating out is one thing 
Nigerians are not so good 
at; a typical Nigerian feels 
‘’what is it I want to eat at a 
restaurant that I can’t cook 
at home”. *hian*. 

But sometimes stepping 
out of one’s comfort zone, 

(5) RUE 80 Bar & Lounge
(Maison Fahrenheit rooftop)
80 Adetokunbo Ademola Street. 
Victoria Island Lagos

Thank me later. *wink*

(2) The Yellow Chilli Res-
taurant 
- 27 Bishop Oluwole Street, 
Victoria Island Lagos 

(4) Rhapsody’s 
Shop 48, Circle Mall, Osa-
pa, Jakande Roundabout,, 

Things to do in Lagos
Amazing Restaurants to try out in Lagos

Events Happening This Sunday
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especially on a weekend is 
just about the right dose of 
relaxation one needs.

So why not hang out 
with that dear one that puts 
a smile on your face or that 
true friend that deserves a 
treat at any of these spots:

AND, 35 Joel Ogunnaike 
Street, Ikeja Lagos.
Instagarm - @theyellow-
chillirestaurant

Lekki-Epe Expressway
AND, 
4, Ikeja City Mall, Obafemi 

(1)  Hard Rock Cafe
3 & 4, Block XVI, Oniru 

Estate, Victoria Island, 
Lagos

(Water corporation 
road near landmark cen-
tre.)  @hardrockcafe 

 (3) RSVP LAGOS 
9, Eletu Ogabi Street, Victo-
ria Island, Lagos.
Instagram - @rsvplagos

Awolowo Way.
Instagram - @rhapsodys_
nigeria

The Valentine edition of 
the Mainland Book Café 
Meet up
Venue – Lime House
26 Isaac John Street
Ikeja, Lagos
TIME – 2PM 

 VIP Lounge with Veuve 
Clicquot at the Lagos Inter-
national Polo Tournament
Venue – Ikoyi Polo Club
1, Ribadu road, off Awolo-
wo road
Ikoyi, Lagos

Dress Code: A touch of 
Yellow
The Chronicles of Ushbebe
Date: Sunday, February 25, 
2018.
Time: 7 PM.
Venue: Eko Hotel & Suites.



What prompted you 
to start the Good 
Hair business?

My Partner Kika and I take 
pride in our hair, fashion and 
general appearance and peo-
ple will always ask us: where 
is your hair from? It looks 
amazing. How did you curl 
it? How did you achieve this 
colour? So it only made sense 
to turn our passion/lifestyle 
into a business. I would go 
online and look for suppliers 
who will ship hairs to my 
hostel. Then Kika was big on 
lace wigs and I was more into 
actual hair extensions, so re-
ally it was a match made in 
Heaven. One day I got some 
hairs and asked Kika “do you 
reckon we can sell these?” 
And she said yes, and in that 
week we sold everything, 
and that’s how we knew the 
business was destined to be.

How was it raising your 
initial capital?
Our parents were very sub-
stantial at the start, because 
we were both students in the 
University of Birmingham, 
we didn’t have any other 
source of income, than our 
pocket money. When we 
both decided to start our 
business, we reached out to 
our parents. They gave us 
600 Pounds each (in 2009) 
and that was our initial capi-
tal.

At what point did Good Hair 
become a global brand?
I must say that social me-
dia was quite instrumen-
tal to making Good Hair a 
global brand; Facebook in 
particular. In our first year we 
reached 135,000 followers, 
and on Instagram currently 
we have fewer than 60,000 
followers. This has allowed 
us reach women all over the 
world. We have clients rang-
ing from Africa , America , 
the Caribbean and all over 
Europe name it. We are also 
accessible – they will see 
pictures of hair and can relate 
with us basically. 

What was responsible for 
this global acceptance?
Through the help of social 
media we could reach out to 
a wider audience. When they 
see the products and most 

9 questions for Chioma Ikokwu, 
CEO, Good Hair Limited

Kylie Jenner breaks family 
tradition of naming kids

Lupita Nyong’o to star in and produce the movie 
adaptation of trevor Noah’s book “Born a Crime”

Is this the end for the taxify driver who allegedly tried 
to rape actress Dorcas Shola Fapson?
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especially reach out to us 
(accessibility) because we 
put out our phone numbers. 
We even travelled to these 
other countries to meet our 
clients. So with that kind of 
personal relationship, people 
tend to be indebted to you 
and your products. 

Another aspect that I 
think is responsible for our 
global acceptance is the fact 
that we actually travel to 
these countries to purchase 
the hair. We do not just de-
pend on online suppliers 
or Alibaba, we actually go 
ourselves to get them. We 
have very good relationships 
with our suppliers and even 
as deep as their children. So 
because people could see 
our passion, it allowed them 
trust us more, believe in the 
brand as we were actually 
provide real virgin human 
hair.

What are the signs to look 
out for to ensure your busi-
ness is on the right track?
I think it is very important to 
set targets. So you could set 
weekly or monthly targets. 
Always go back to the draw-
ing board to check the things 
you set out to achieve. If you 
find out that you are not nec-
essarily living up to your tar-
gets, you can then set more 
realistic goals, re-strategize 
completely and you will see 
changes. 

When did the business be-
come profitable?
The business has always 
been profitable; the profit 
margin on hair is quite rea-
sonable. It is not as exorbi-
tant as people think, espe-
cially when you provide good 
quality hair, because it does 
not come cheap – you pay 
for what you get. So if you 
are buying a really good hair, 
you will pay a pretty penny.  

But in all it has always been 
profitable, right from the 
start (in 2009) till tomorrow. 
In fact we broke even, in our 
first month.

How do you maintain prof-
its?
In order to ensure that you 
keep making profits, it is 
important to reinvest. Most 
people start a business and 
with the money they make 
they splurge, buying cars, 
jewelleries, and other acces-
sories. That is not the way 
to go about it. It’s very im-
portant to split your profits 
into two; a part that you can 
reinvest into your business 
and a part that you can save 
or spend. 

Personally, I divide my 
profits in two. One half I put 
back in the business and the 
other half I further divide 
into half: I save one half and 
I spend the other half. So ba-
sically it is about reinvesting 
and growing your capital. 

In the next 5 years, what 
need would the business be 
addressing?
My partner and I are very 
ambitious. We like to set 
very huge targets and we 
try our best to live up to 
them. So in the next 5 years 
we plan to expand our busi-
ness and open up branches 
in New York, Los Angeles, 
Paris, another one in London 
and possibly more branches 
in Nigeria: Abuja, Port Har-
court and somewhere else 
in Lagos.

Our clientele is world-
wide and we get messages 
every single day of people 
asking when we are coming 
to South Africa, Kenya and 
other parts of the world. So it 
is only okay to want to open 
up outlets in these countries.

Do you plan to break into 
other businesses?
As aspiring moguls, Kika and 
I have a long list of things we 
want to do but we are look-
ing to go into real estate and 
we hope to buy our new fran-
chise. Also we just recently 
launched our lounge and 
restaurant called Brass & 
Coppers. We partnered with 
the boys behind Cocoon, 
and an amazing restaurant 
is on the terrace of the Good 
Hair Space. Make sure you 
check it out.w

AKUMAH UZOCHIKWAKylie Jenner has broken her family 
tradition following the birth of her 
daughter, Stormi Webster. Her 
sisters gave their children “mean-
ingful” middle names, but she has 
decided not to go in that direction.
Kendall’s middle name is Nicole 
– after Kris Jenner’s murdered 
friend Nicole Brown, who was 
married to OJ Simpson, Kim gave 
son Saint the middle name of 
Robert, in honour of her late father, 
while Kourtney’s son Mason has 
the name Dash – which was their 
dad’s nickname, but Kylie gave her 
daughter Stormi Webster. Her last 
name is in line with her baby-
daddy’s father Travis Scott‘s, real 
name, which is Jacques Webster.

Oscar-winning actress Lupita Nyong’o is set 
to star in and produce the movie adaptation of 
South African comedian Trevor Noah‘s book 
“Born A Crime“.
The book which is a memoir of Trevor’s life 
was released in 2016 and has spent 26 weeks 
on the bestseller list. Born A Crime also won 
the James Thurber Prize for American Humor 
and two NAACP Image Awards. 
Lupita made the big revelation via her Insta-
gram page on Thursday, 22nd, 2018: 
When I read @TrevorNoah‘s “Born A Crime,” 
I could not put the book down. Excited to an-
nounce that I will be starring in and producing 
its feature film adaptation! #BornACrime

The wonders of pepper sprays. 
Shuga actress, Dorcas Shola Fapson 
narrowly escaped being raped by a 
Taxify driver, Henry Chukwuemeka 
on Wednesday, 24th Jan, thanks to 
the pepper spray she had in her bag.
According to her, the driver locked 
his car doors, dove her to a random 
house and  tried to force her into the 
house, but she emptied her can of 
pepper spray in his eyes.
The driver in turn came out to share 
his own side of the story….
“My name is Henry Nnaemeka and I’m 
neither a Rapist nor a Kidnapper. This 
is my Story. I’m a taxify driver/ partner, 
on Thursday the 25th of January 2018 
between the hours of 12midnight 
and 1am I was on my way home from 
work when I received a taxify rider re-
quest from a Ibarhim Eletu Way Which 
was coincidentally where I was at that 
time and also same estate I stay, I de-
cided to take that last trip before I go 
home to rest. On getting to the pick-
up location To pick up the rider (Miss 
Shola Fapson) she got In my vehicle 
and just as I started the trip I noticed 
there wasn’t a destination for the trip 
so I politely asked her for the destina-
tion to know where I’m going to and if 
it will be convenient for me at that time 
of the night but she refused to tell me 
and instead asked me to drive out that 
she will tell me later, I politely refused 

The new mom is still hush 
hush on her life after a mom, 
but 1 thing is clear, Kylie is 
back on social media, her 

We are not sure when they will start shooting 
the movie, but we know we have another block-
buster coming through.

and asked severally for the 
destination but she wouldn’t 
tell me rather she ordered me 
in a harsh tone to “Move this 
car”! On hearing this, I was 
surprised why she would hold 
back her destination from me 
and also ordered me to move 
the car. It was at this point I told 
her I wasn’t going anymore, 
I ended the trip immediately 
and asked her to come down 
from the car since we were 
still at the pick-up location but 
to my Greatest surprise she 
refused to come down and 
then started making some 
phone calls in Yoruba Language 
to some people whom I didn’t 
know disclosing our location 
to them. At this point, I got 
scared and was trying to be on 
the safe side so I drove the car 
to the front where the estate 
had a security light which was 
a few seconds from the pickup 
location. On getting to the safe 
place, I came down from the car 
and politely opened the door 
and gently asked her to come 
down from the car. She blatantly 
refused again and started with 
her phone calls again.
It was at this point I overheard 
her conversation on the phone 
saying she has my car keys and 
gave out location again to the 
unknown person at the other 
end of the phone, I felt really 
threatened at this point because 

baby daddy Travis, is acting 
a lot more matured and the 
parents are really excited 
about their new arrival.

I couldn’t understand why she 
would take my car keys and 
then disclose our location to 
people I didn’t know. I had to 
struggle with her to get my car 
keys from her hands. It was in 
the process of struggling with 
her, she sprayed a chemical 
substance (pepper spray) in 
my eyes.
I succeeded in getting my keys 
from her but before I could 
struggle with my sight and call 
for help she took off and was 
nowhere to be found. Some 
concerned residents and my 
sisters who heard me shout 
and call for help came to my 
rescue. It took me about 45 
mins to regain my sight clearly 
and was taken to my apart-
ment to get some rest only for 
me to wake up this morning 
and receive loads of phone 
calls from friends and fam-
ily saying I’ve been labelled a 
KIDNAPPER AND RAPIST. 
However, the issue has been 
reported to Taxify and the 
necessary steps have been 
taken as shown in their press 
release.  I want to use this 
medium to thank you family 
and friends who stood with me 
in this bad time and also state 
that I respect women and I 
am totally against any form of 
abuse against women.
Thank you all.
#ISTANDFORJUSTICE
Well after the back and forth, 
Taxify released their own 
statement saying, they were 
looking into the matter and the 
driver was going to be dealt 
with duly. 
After a couple of weeks, the 
actress went on social media 
to say that Henry had been 
“caught and arrest” and is now 
in the hands of the Police.
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Th r e e  o f  N i g e r i a ’s 
biggest stars – Simi, 
Adekunle Gold and 
Praiz brought their 
A-game to the 100% 

live concert with their thrilling 
performances, complemented 
by live band at the Muri Oku-
nola Park, on Sunday, February 
18, 2018..

The concert kicked off with 
performances from D-Truce 
and Sammy, and that set the 
mood for what was to come. 
Praiz was the first of the head-
line names to get on stage and 
he was splendid. The singer 

The 100% live concert pulled 
off quite at crowd, and we can’t 
wait for the next edition.

as the merrymakers grooved to 
the tunes while soaking up the 
beautiful atmosphere.

Featuring a stellar cast and a 
powerfully engaging story, 
‘MTV Shuga Naija’, Sea-
son 6 of MTV Shuga pre-

miered February 22, 2018 at the 
FilmHouse IMAX Cinema, Lekki, 
to a full house of invited guests.

Season 6 promises engaging, 
captivating, suspenseful and 
social media-ready moments 
that homegrown MTV Shuga is 
renowned for.

Globally regarded as Africa’s 
most viewed youth-focused 
series, “MTV Shuga” has since 
its inception in 2009 grown local, 
cultural and social relevance on a 
continent which is rich in social 
diversity and culture and where 
countries are wanting content in 
local languages that resonates 
with them.

The series format which 
combines music and prevalent 
pro-social issues which are 
relevant across the continent. 
This Season 6 features a plot 
that in both storyline and visu-
als portrays the vibrant streets, 
eclectic clubs along with the 
bustle of Lagos metropolis with 
the contrasting Northern Kano 
and Kaduna regions.

In keeping with growth and 
investment in the production 
and film industry in Africa, the 
full cast of local talent includes 
MTV Shuga veterans; Timini Eg-
buson, Jemima Osunde, Sharon 
Ezeamaka and Olumide Oworu 

MTV Shuga Naija premieres in Lagos

all make a welcome return to our 
screens.

New cast members making 
their debut in season 6 are Ozzy 
Agu, Rahama Sadau, Amal Umar, 
Yakubu Muhammad, Bolanle 
Olukanni, Funlola Aofiyebi-
Raimi, Nobert Young, Bukola 
Oladipupo, Alvin Abayomi, and 
Helena Nelson along with many 
more new faces.

MTV Shuga Naija is produced 
by award-winning writer/film-
maker and MTV Shuga Season 
4 Producer Chris Ihidero working 
along with Emma Uduma and 
award-winning Nigerian direc-
tors, Tolulope Ajayi, Ishaya Bako 
and Tope Oshin.

The Shuga series together 
with pulsating entertainment 
and pop culture is where MTV 
Shuga Naija weave in stories that 
speak to young people across 
Nigeria and the many gatekeep-

…as MTV Shuga season 6 launches in Africa

who recently dropped an EP 
titled “2 Mins,” thrilled the 
crowd with a rendition of his hit 
songs, including ‘Sisi’, ‘Rich and 
famous’, and others.

For a maiden edition, the 
concert was lit and featured the 
best of alternative and main-
stream music in a carnival-like 
atmosphere.   Lovers of live mu-
sic who were present obviously 
had a memorable and exciting 
experience

Simi who was next up, was 
supported by her Banjos band 
as she began with a perfor-
mance of ‘Complete me’, be-
fore running through ‘Smile for 
me’, ‘Owambe’, ‘Aimasiko’, and 
‘Joromi’.

Then Adekunle Gold round-
ed off the show, literally clad in 
a golden outfit, and backed by 
his band - The 79th Element.  He 
took fans through his debut al-
bum, with songs such as ‘Ariwo 
ko’, ‘Sade’, and more.

One of the highlights of the 
night was when the three head-
liners came together to perform 
on stage. What a wonderful 
way to end the show. There was 
plenty of food and drinks for all 

storylines and important mes-
saging on family planning and 
sexual health that we touched 
on in this season.

“We’ll explore more issues 
that affect young people, high-
lighting the reality faced by 
many adolescents in their every-
day lives, as well as the choices 
they can make to empower 
themselves,” said Georgia Ar-
nold, Executive Director, MTV 
Staying Alive Foundation and 
Senior Vice President of Social 
Responsibility, MTV Networks 
International.

Commenting on the pre-
miere, Alex Okosi, Executive 
Vice President and Manag -
ing Director, Viacom Interna-
tional Media Networks Africa 
(VIMN Africa) said: “VIMN 
Africa is committed to empow-
ering young people in Africa , 
and through MTV Shuga, we ad-
dress key social issues affecting 

young people through realistic 
storylines and characters that 
resonate with them. The series 
seeks to impart knowledge and 
empower the youth to take posi-
tive action towards their health 
and lives.”

With funding from the Bill & 
Melinda Gates Foundation, MTV 
Staying Alive has also worked 
with Lagos State Ministry of 
Health, Hello Lagos, Nurhi, Ado-
lescent 360 (SFH) and DKT 
to ensure accurate and rele-
vant messaging throughout the 
scripts. 

MTV Shuga is working to 
improve knowledge, attitudes 
and behaviour with regards 
to sexual and reproductive 
health and increase the uptake 
of family planning services and 
commodities in Nigeria , with 
particular focus on adolescent 
girls (15-19) and young women 
(20-24).

Since it launched in Kenya 
in 2009, MTV Shuga has been 
broadcast in over 61 countries 
across the world, showing on 
180 channels and reaching over 
720 million people.

According to a World Bank 
study on the series, Nigerian 
viewers were more than twice 
as likely to go to centres to 
get tested after six months of 
watching MTV Shuga. In addi-
tion, the rate of girls with chla-
mydia (a sexually transmitted 
infection) who watched MTV 
Shuga was 58% lower than 
those who did not.

ers they engage with as they 
navigate choices about safe sex, 
family planning, use of contra-
ceptives, peer pressure, domes-
tic and sexual violence.

“We are thrilled to bring MTV 
Shuga back to Nigeria. We can’t 
wait to share the exciting new 
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Have you ever heard the 
saying “Rome wasn’t 
built in a day?” Well 
the same concept ap-

plies to your health. You know 
just as well as most people how 
hard it is to regain and maintain 
your health. It takes time, effort, 
commitment and persistence, 
all traits that can be difficult to 
employ in certain situations.

It is hard work to live the fit 
and healthy lifestyle, but it is 
totally do-able. It is however, 
harder work to regain and main-
tain your health and fitness. It 
takes time, effort, discipline, 
commitment and persistence – 
traits that are hard to unleash in 
certain situations. No wonder 
more people are earnestly opt-
ing for methods that offer fast 
results.

Habit is indeed what makes 
or mars your health; it makes 
or breaks you. If you have good 
habits, you can live a healthy 

CHINWE OBINWANNE

6 habits that destroy your vow to staying healthy

Fun galore as 
Omotola celebrates 
life at 40

lifestyle. If you have a lot of bad 
habits, you will notice a decline 
in lifestyle quality. That being 
said, here are four bad habits that 
are destroying your otherwise 
healthy lifestyle.

Keeping unhealthy snacks at 
house
As a mother, it may be impossible 
to avoid keeping those yummy 
and chocolate-y kind of snacks 
around – after all the children 
loves them! But if you cannot 
avoid the temptation to steer 
clear of these, it is best to drasti-
cally limit their presence in your 
home.

When you have a can of cook-
ies, bars of chocolates or bag of 
chips in your fridge- if you don’t 
control what you put in your 
mouth, especially on days you 
come home very tired with no 
energy to cook, those will be too 
tempting to pass up.

To break this habit, stock up 
your home with healthy snacks 
and maybe make the unhealthy 
ones part of your cheat meal 

once weekly. This also helps your 
children differentiate between 
healthy and unhealthy. It will 
also help them adopt a healthier 
lifestyle that they will benefit 
from in the long run.

Avoiding movement
It is easier to opt for convenience 
than succumb to stress right? 
This is also the reason most 
people would rather drive short 
distances than walk; use the 
elevator than climb the stairs; 
sleep-in than exercise.

The side effect of this seeming 
comfort is that because our bod-
ies were made to move, inactiv-
ity affects the body’s system in 
negative ways causing illnesses 
and if one is not mindful, obesity.

Just taking the stairs, walking, 
pacing and more, on a daily basis, 
has the potential of lowering 
your risks of heart attacks and 
increase your cardiovascular 
health, making you feel stronger.

Take it up a notch by creating 
a quick and adaptable workout 
routine that you can fit into your 

day if your major problem is lack 
of time. 

 Not drinking enough water
As humans, we need water to 
survive- after all we are made up 
of over 60% H2O. But sadly, many 
people do not think it necessary 
to drink sufficient amounts of 
water. Water does not only help 
cleanse your body, clear your 
complexion and keep you ener-
gized; it also allows your muscles 
and joints to work better.

As an adult, you should aim to 
drink around 13 cups of water 
every day. 

Not eating when you get hungry
When hunger pangs come, it is a 
signal from your body letting you 
know you need food or water. 
When you ignore this sign be-
cause you think that starving is 
the same thing as dieting, you are 
setting your body up for some 
great damage.

The key to losing weight is not 
starvation- it’s eating the right 
foods. When you get hungry, 
instead of stomaching it perhaps 
because you are short on time to 
cook up something healthy, eat 
healthy finger foods like veggies 
or fruits; they supply your body 
the right nutrients it needs.

If you can break these four 
tiny habits, you are already on 
your way to winning on this 
healthy lifestyle mission.

Remember, health is wealth 
– so stay healthy in order to 
achieve all those awesome goals 
you’ve set for yourself this 2018.

 CHINWE OBINWANNE is a 
fitness coach, entrepreneur and the 
founder/CEO of NAIJAFITMOMS 
– a fitness outfit dedicated to help-
ing women live healthy and fit. Find 
her on Instagram/Facebook via - @
naijafitmoms
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Ada Umeokwochi is the 
chief executive officer 
of La Jadah Lingerie, a 
fast growing designer of  
under-wears and night 

wears for ladies. She is also a distribu-
tor of bras from the United Kingdom 
for plus size women.

Ada was inspired to establish her 
business when she found out that 
Nigeria’s lingerie market was solely 
lacking product for plump women 
like herself, serving as an antidote 
to this.

She took classes at Mya Blue in UK 
which equipped her with the requisite 
business skills.

In 2010, the lawyer-turned-entre-
preneur established La Jadah Lingerie 
after relocating from London where 
she had lived for 13 years. 

“La Jadahs Lingerie is all about 
the well-endowed and full figured 
woman. A lady’s underwear should 
be instrumental in ensuring that she 
stands out n her couture,” she said.

Ada Told BD Sunday that she 
started her business with N250,000 in 
2010. An amount she said, was spent 
on getting a store.

The designer said her business 
has grown as she now has more 
clientele and referrals. She also told 
BDSunday that the business is worth 

Ada Umeokwochi: The lingerie entrepreneur
why they do not want to invest in it,” 
she said.

“Not wearing a good bra can cause 
backache. A plump woman needs a 
good bra with thick strap to move the 
weight from the back to the front,” 
Ada said. 

According to her, pricing is a major 
challenge confronting the business. 
“Getting women to buy quality under 
wear and convincing them is a big 
challenge.”

She also said that infrastructural 
gaps and poor power supply in the 
country has impacted her business 
negatively, as her production cost has 
continued to increase.

She urged the government to 
bridge the  country’s huge infrastruc-
tural gaps drive down production cost, 
and to also provide single digit interest 
rates for start-ups with excellent busi-
ness ideas and for existing business 
expansion..

Ada said her remaining in business 
is due to her strategy of maintaining 
good customer service, constant pro-
duction of new designs and upgrade of 
skills in the industry.

The entrepreneur told BD Sunday 
that her long term plan is to design her 
own bra line.

Ada even had a word for budding 
entrepreneurs: “Start small and dis-
cover your potential and maximise 
it. Look inward and never cease to 
update yourself.”

Screen diva, Omotola Jalade-
Ekeinde has had a fun filled 
February celebrating her 
40th birthday with a pleth-

ora of activities.
The award-winning actress who 

made her acting debut in 1995 at 
age 17 in the movie, Venom of Jus-
tice, started the week-long event 
with a widows and orphan birthday 
outreach.

This was followed by a couple’s 
retreat, a renaissance trip to trace 
the beginning of slavery and a sym-
posium with the theme “Mental 
Slavery and The Emancipation of 
The Black Race.

The celebrations climaxed with 
a grand ball which had in atten-
dance dignitaries and crème de 
la crème of the entertainment 
industry and was anchored by 
comedian Bovi and TeeA. The red 
carpet segment was a sight for 
sore eyes as guest really turned up 
looking splendid in their awesome 
ensembles.

Inside the beautifully decorated 
hall which looked every inch se-
rene with its black and red colours 
showcased the amount of time, 
money and detail spent in getting 
everything together. Tola Zee, 
a saxophonist welcomed guest 
with his beautiful sounds, playing 
from both the old school vibes and 
modern, to the delight of the guest.

DJ Humility and DJ Obi did a 
great job at disc jockeying, and then 
OmoSexy, as she is fondly called 
wowed the guests as she came up 
stage to perform a single from her 
last album.

It was a colourful roll call with 

about N20m and with consistency the 
business will continue to grow bigger 
and better.

Ada sources her fabrics locally in 
production of her women night wears.

Adding that her night wears are 
made in Nigeria.

Answering question on challenges 
confronting her business, the young 
entrepreneur said that getting women 

to pay much attention to their lingerie 
remain the biggest challenge confront-
ing her business.

According to her, a lot of women 
do not pay much attention to their un-
derwear because they believe people 
cannot see through.

“Most women do not care about 
their under-wears because they feel 
nobody can  see through, and that is 

Esama of Benin Kingdom and Aliko 
Dangote, billionaire businessman 
leading the pack.

Also in attendance were enter-
tainment stars like Desmond Elliot, 
IK Ogbonna, Alex Ekubo, Omoni 
Oboli, Funke Akindele and several 
others.

Omotola got her first big role in 
the critically acclaimed film, Mortal 
Inheritance (1995). In the movie, 
she played a sickle-cell patient who 
fights for her life despite the odds 
of survival. The film is regarded as 
one of Nigeria’s best movies ever 
made. Since then, she has starred 
in several blockbuster movies, in-
cluding Games Women Play, Blood 
Sisters, All My Life, Last Wedding, 
My Story, The Woman in Me and a 
host of others.

After shooting roughly 300 
straight to video movies, Omotola 
received her first cinematic movie 
role in the 2010 film, Ije, which was 
shot on locations in Jos, California 
and Los Angeles.

Ije made history then as the 
highest grossing Nollywood film.
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Daring the wild at Afi Mountain Sanctuary

W
ith an over 
100 kilome-
ters journey 
from Calabar, 
and about 30 

kilimeters from Ikom, the Afi 
Mountain Sanctuary is truly an 
adventure even from the point 
of conceiving the idea of a visit, 
especially this festive season. 

The sanctuary is one of the few 
places in Nigeria that is genuinely 
unspoilt. Its scenery possesses a 
truly breathtaking natural beauty 
with rare animal and plant species 
on offer, exciting wildlife games, 
spectacular rural settlements and 
numerous valleys and mountains 
to either see or conquer.

The chattering by the animals, 
sweet melodies rendered cease-
lessly by wild birds, the whistling 
by the leaves of wild trees that 
unleash natural air by so do-
ing, the clapping and resonating 
echoes by waterfall and rivers 
in a rush to empty into the Bano 
River, and the sighting of wildlife 
community, especially monkeys 
in acrobatic display, all welcome 
man back to the wild where he 
once belonged.

As you go further into the wild, 
it takes little or no time to discover 
that the excesses of modern life 
do not seem to have taken root 
here and travellers are welcomed 
as honoured guests by Mother 
Nature itself.

No doubt, the sanctuary truly 
holds a million thrills for both the 
conservation conscious and the 
adventurous mind.

It is home to Chimpanzees, Go-
rillas and Drill Monkeys, and more 
than 250 species of birds recorded, 
including the red-headed rock-
fow, but is the least visited despite 
its pristine and rich ecotourism 
potentials.

Top among the reasons to visit 
the sanctuary is just to get closer 
to our original world and meet the 
apes; our half brothers, as biolo-
gists insist.

You can actually play with the 
apes with less guidance or take 
pleasure in feeding the orphaned 
chimpanzees from a special plat-
form in the spirit of sharing of this 
festive season.

Created out of the Afi River 
Forest Reserve specifically for 
the purpose of Cross River gorilla, 
monkey and wildlife conserva-
tion, Afi Mountain Wildlife Sanc-
tuary contains one of the largest 

remaining forest blocks outside of 
the Cross River National Park. On 
the western flank of the moun-
tain is a large grassland roost of 
European barn swallows reputed 
to be one of the largest in Africa, 
at times containing up to 20 mil-
lion birds.

Of course, there are basic ac-
commodations for visitors to seek 
out these unusual but beauti-
ful creatures with their ridged 
muzzles, grey hair, short tails, red-
and-blue hindquarters, in large 
enclosed patches of forest.

Amidst the natural environ-
ment full of trees and vegetation 
are enclosures containing wildlife 
on rehabilitation and grown ones 
roaming about freely to visitors 
delight. You can see and fete as 
many monkeys, chimpanzees, 
listen to the beautiful rendition 
of wild birds and trail crocodiles 
in their natural pools.

Also nestled at the foot of Afi 
Mountain, and a must-see attrac-
tion, is a Drill Ranch.  

Drill Ranch is also home to 
many orphan chimpanzees 
moved from the Calabar Drill 
Ranch before the age of between 
6 and 8, the drill was designed to 
serve as the impetus for a local 
conservation initiative.

As man’s closest relative, the 
chimpanzees add greatly to visitor 
education by stimulating interest 
and sympathy for wildlife.

On a typical visit, the enclosure 
of boisterous chimps will usually 
find their heaps of fun throwing 
things at you - dust, stones, bits of 

coconut, name it.
The younger chimps stay in 

cages next to ones containing 
adult male and female chimps, as 
the staff painstakingly nurse and 
hope these would form a new 
family unit.

The ‘baby’ chimps seemed 
fascinated by visitors (or linked 
humans with attention and food). 
The fun is that visitors are allowed 
to play with them through the 
fencing. But the conservation 
conscious go as far as feeding 
them. The older chimps were fed 
some coconuts, which they broke 
open to drink the juice and eat 
the flesh. It is visitors’ delight and 
great watching them do this, as the 
chimps knew exactly what they 
were doing, ripping off the husks, 
breaking the coconuts open on 
rocks, checking all the time to see 
how cracked they were so as not 
to lose too much juice.

The drill’s a million in one thrill 
will bet your imagination and 
expectations. Besides seeing the 
animals, there are beautiful walks 
in the rain forest to the canopy 
walkway and beyond to the pools 
and waterfalls of the Bano River 
coming straight off the mountain, 
making a very refreshing dip.

You can buy native and fruit 
tree seedlings from the demon-
stration tree nursery that illus-
trates agroforestry techniques.

It is also bird waters haven. Afi 
Mountain is listed as an ‘Impor-
tant Bird Area’ for Nigeria, and the 
migratory swallow roost at Boje is 
one of the largest in Africa. Bird-

watchers are welcome, but mist-
netting is not permitted except 
by special arrangement with the 
state wildlife authority.

A visit to nearby villages, 
Buanchor and Katabang – each 
just about 5 km from camp - pro-
vides additional escape. Visitors 
will find the villages very friendly 
as excellent palm wine, bush meat, 
native crafts are available all year 
round.

The six guest cabins at Drill 
Ranch, each with a private deck, 
also provide panoramic view of 
the mountain, looming above the 
largest drill enclosure. The cabins 
are fully screened but open to the 
air on all four sides. From your 
comfortable bed you can watch 
the drills climbing up to 35 meters 
in the trees. Guests are charged 
on a ‘per person, per night’ basis, 
regardless of the number of cabins 
or beds used. There are rollaway 
beds for children which can be 
prepared in any cabin. Bedding 
and towels are provided. Cook-
ing is in a shared facility with 
Drill Ranch senior staff that live 
in the camp. All cooking utensils 
are provided, and all guests must 
bring their own food and drinking 
water. Warm beer and soft drinks 
are available from the nearby vil-
lages. There is also a place to camp 
and a site for overland trucks to set 
up is being developed.

Kache Bano Canopy Walk, in-
stalled nearby by the Cross River 
State Tourism Bureau, is a world 
class rainforest canopy experi-
ence. It is an easy hike from Drill 

Ranch camp and is the longest 
and highest canopy walkway in 
Africa. For those who have visited 
the canopy walkway at Kakum 
National Park in Ghana, you will 
be interested to know that the 
Kache Bano Walkaway was built 
by the same people but is far more 
sophisticated in terms of design 
and materials. It is a beautiful and 
exciting experience.

However, the Drill Ranch is 
the largest private employer in 
Boki, providing alternative in-
comes to mostly young men who 
might otherwise practice slash 
and burn agriculture, hunting or 
logging. Recently, Drill Ranch has 
emerged as a popular eco-tourism 
destination helping support the 
project, and attracting positive 
attention of government to the 
potentials and needs of the area. 
Ecotourism was developed as a 
partnership between Pandril-
lus and the Cross River State 
government who supported the 
construction of guest cabins and 
installed a world-class rain forest 
canopy walkway nearby.

In 2001, President Olusegun 
Obasanjo visited Drill Ranch Afi 
Mountain, the only conservation 
programme or protected area 
he visited in Nigeria during his 
8 years in office. His visit added 
tremendous value to wildlife and 
forest conservation in the minds 
of the local people, and the nation 
as a whole.

Overnight accommodation or 
camping at Drill Ranch per per-
son (cabin and bedding, shower, 
among others) per night goes from 
N5,000 while children under age 
10 sharing cabin with parents per 
night goes from N4,000. But un-
assisted camping (water, shower 
only) per night goes for N1,000 
while guide for hikes per day goes 
from N1,000.

Before you go, remember that 
the Drill Ranch at Afi Mountain 
was not primarily designed as a 
tourism destination – it is a work-
ing wildlife project at which you 
are a guest. The animals come first 
and foremost and daily project op-
erations and unexpected events 
must sometimes take precedence 
over visitors’ activities.

How to get there!
Depending on the season, you 
may need a 4-wheel drive, but 
camp can usually be accessed if 
your vehicle has enough power, 
good tires and clearance. Weight 
limit on bridges and culverts is 3 
tons per axle.

From the south, move on till 
Ikom onto the Obudu Road, drive 
56 km north to a dirt road on your 
left (10 km after Abo Ogbagante). 
There’s a police post and a sign 
reading: “Forestry Commission – 
Afi Mountain Wildlife Sanctuary”.

From the north, go south from 
Kwande in Benue State to Obudu 
town. From there move on along 
the Ikom Road 59.7 km, or 55 km 
south from the Obudu Cattle 
Ranch and Bebi Airstrip turn-off. 
About 4 km after Kanyang vil-
lage, find the track to Katabang 
on your right heading west. This 
is the Katabang Junction Police 
Post. It is about 4 hours drive from 
Calabar and 1 and half hours from 
Obudu Mountain Resort.



Travel

…as registration opens for 2018 edition
Stories by OBINNA EMELIKE

Indaba rebrands with focus on Africa’s 
world-class tourism businesses

Registration has opened 
for Africa’s Travel Ind-
aba, which will trans-
form Durban’s Inkosi 
Albert Luthuli Conven-

tion Centre into a lively hub of 
activity from May 8-10, 2018 under 
the banner Africa’s Stories, Your 
Success.

Owned and managed by South 
African Tourism, Africa’s Travel 
Indaba has over the past 37 years 
established itself as the continent’s 
premier tourism trade show.

“We are excited to be moving 
into 2018 with renewed energy and 
focus following the rebranding of 
the show as Africa’s Travel Indaba. 
This new positioning affirms that 
the show belongs to the entire 
African travel industry, and that 
at its heart is stimulating tourism 
and inclusive economic develop-
ment on our continent,” said Sisa 
Ntshona, chief executive officer, 
South African Tourism. According 
to Ntshona, participants have many 
enhancements to look forward to 
at Africa’s Travel Indaba 2018.

Africa’s Travel Indaba attracts 
about 7 000 delegates from all over 
the world, and last year the trade 
show bustled with more than 1 
000 exhibiting businesses from 18 
African countries, showcasing an 
array of travel and tourism offerings 
to almost 1 500 local and interna-
tional buyers.

Evelyn Mahlaba, general region-
al manager looking after the Africa 
region at South African Tourism, 
added that Africa’s Travel Indaba is 
an important business to business 
marketing platform that facilitates 
business growth fortravel trade 
partners across the continent. Last 
year’s group of buyers achieved 
admirable business successes that 

L-R : Fola Adeyemi, permanent secretary, Steve Ayorinde, Commissioner for 
Tourism, Arts and Culture, presenting Lagos Toruism Magazine to Andrew 
Okungbowa, president, Association of Nigeria Journalists and Writers of 
Tourism, Yetunde Simpson, director, Tourism Research and Development and 
Adama Oni, director, Tourism Promotion, when the association visited the 
Ministry recently

we hope to build on in 2018 for the 
benefit of not only South Africa’s 
tourism industry but also for the 
continent as a whole.

 “We have managed to put to-
gether excellent educational for our 
sales staff with Sun International as 
well as all-inclusive travel packages 
that did so well that we sold them 
all. South African Airways gave us 
their ITX Fares for packaging and 
we managed to do an incentive trip 
for Standard Bank of 104 people 
to Durban - thanks to Indaba,” 
says Rob McConaghy, Managing 
Director at Ulendo Travel Group 
in Malawi.

Love for Africa, Southern Africa 
Travel Specialist, operating out of 
Zimbabwe stated that business 
picked up because of their partici-
pation in last year’s INDABA. “Our 
business for 2018 is looking phe-

nomenal and our bookings are up. 
We’ve signed deals with a few more 
properties in South Africa and have 
had quite a few of our current clients 
add South Africa onto their itinerar-
ies,” says Erica O’Donnel, Executive 
Director at Love for Africa.

According to George Ogola, 
business development manager, 
The Continental Travel Group in Ke-
nya was able to confirm a significant 
amount of bookings in 2017, across 
hotels, transfers, and excursions, 
which generated substantial profit 
for the company.

Steffi Presske, Senior Travel 
Consultant/Director at Gondwana 
Tours and Safaris in Botswana ex-
pressed an interest to participate 
in Africa’s Travel Indaba again this 
year because it is the most impor-
tant trade show for the company. 
The company was able to make 

many new contacts last year and 
deepen existing partnerships. They 
have grown immensely since 2017; 
almost doubling turn over and em-
ploying two more sales agents.

Buyers from the following coun-
tries attended and participated at 
INDABA last year, Angola, Botswa-
na, Côte d’Ivoire, Democratic Re-
public of the Congo, Egypt, Ghana, 
Kenya, Malawi, Mozambique, Na-
mibia, Nigeria, Senegal, Tanzania, 
Uganda, Zambia, and Zimbabwe.

Significantly, said Ntshona, the 
2017 event saw more than 20 000 
confirmed business matchmaking 
meetings taking place between 
businesses and travel buyers – up 
by 47 percent over the previous 
year’s figure.

“This indicates that businesses 
are extracting value out of their par-
ticipation in Africa’s Travel Indaba, 

with an online matchmaking system 
that closely pairs buyers’ needs with 
exhibitors’ offerings. This saves time 
and makes for a more efficient and 
productive trade show, where net-
works are expanded and business 
deals are sealed,” said Ntshona.

 “Taking pride of place will be our 
Hidden Gems pavilion, which will 
again showcase excellence among 
tourism businesses from all nine 
provinces in South Africa.  These 
businesses may be small in size, but 
are big on authentic, unforgettable 
travel experiences. We will also be 
building on the success of last year’s 
Lap of Luxury pavilion to roll out the 
red carpet for a selection of South 
Africa’s exclusive five-star accom-
modation offerings, hosted by the 
Tourism Grading Council of South 
Africa (TGCSA),” Ntshona added.

In light of the water shortage 
currently affecting the Western 
Cape (including the iconic city of 
Cape Town), Ntshona said: “For 
our industry specifically, we are 
taking charge and showcasing 
how we can meet the future now 
and create the ‘new normal’ in 
how we do tourism, sustainably 
and responsibly -  something we 
have focused on for years. Even 
with the drought situation in the 
Western Cape, Cape Town and 
South Africa are still very much 
open for tourism business.”

He said the country’s and the 
continent’s many tourism jewels 
would be on proud display at 
Africa’s Travel Indaba. “We in-
vite everyone who is passionate 
about African travel and tourism 
development to come and see, 
meet, network, do business and be 
inspired at Africa’s Travel Indaba 
2018. We look forward to being 
partners in propelling our conti-
nent’s tourism industry forward, 
together.”

Lagos State tourism commissioner pledges partnership with tourism writers

ministry is going to associate with 
your team closely and collaborate 
with you because you are one of 
the strategic partners that we will 
be relating with.’’

While revealing that the min-
istry recognizes the challenge be-
fore it, he, however, pledged that 
the team is working assiduously 
towards attaining its mandate 

The Lagos State Com-
missioner for Tourism, 
Arts and Culture, Steve 
Ayorinde, has pledged 

the commitment of the ministry 
in partnering with journalists and 
writers of tourism in the pursuit of 
the development and promotion 
of tourism in the state.

The commissioner disclosed 
this during a meeting in his Alausa 
office between his management 
team and representatives of the 
tourism writers who were in his 
office to congratulate him, the 
Permanent Secretary, Fola Ad-
eyemi and the Special Adviser to 
the governor on Arts and Culture, 
Mrs. Aramide Giwanson, on their 
recent appointment and declare 
support for the new team.

Ayorinde commended the 
body for their initiative and dis-
closed the readiness of the min-
istry in working with them as one 
of the strategic partners of the 
ministry in the realization of its 
mandate. According to him, ‘‘the 

and that they would see a differ-
ent ministry and tourism industry, 
disclosing that the work of the 
ministry is based on a tripod.

The first leg of the tripod, 
according to him is policy, pro-
gramme and infrastructure de-
velopment, which in the last two 
years the state government has 
pursued relentlessly across the 
various sections of the state, all in 
a bid to create an enabling environ-
ment for tourism and businesses 
to thrive.

The second angle, according 
to him, is engagement with stake-
holders, as he said that the ministry 
is poised at identifying and captur-
ing all the relevant stakeholders 
and operators in the sector with 
the aim of having periodic engage-
ment with them while the third leg 
is that of strategic communication, 
visibility and branding.

According to him, a blue print 
for this is already in place as the 
ministry will soon communicate 
the essence of the state and its 

brand to the people through vari-
ous communication and mar-
keting channels. He also spoke 
on some of the plans and pro-
grammes of the ministry, which 
include the ongoing work on the 
state tourism master plan and a 
public forum where the inputs of 
the stakeholders and operators to 
the master plan would be sought.

Also, is the issue of a tourism 
calendar for the state, which he 
said is at its final stage and once 
concluded would be made public.

Earlier, the tourism writers 
team charged the commissioner 
and his management team on 
paying close attention to areas of 
policy formulation, engagement 
with the private sector, product 
development and communication 
and marketing.

The commissioner thanked 
the team for their presentation 
and promised that the document 
would be studied with a view to 
implementing aspects that are 
germane to its mandate.
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Group commends Sirika on 
development of Nigeria’s aviation sector 

A coalition of some in-
dependent platforms 
h a v e  c o m m e n d e d 
Hadi Sirika, the minis-
ter of States on Avia-

tion for the rapid developments in 
the aviation sector. 

The group which consists of the 
Market Youth Congress of Nigeria, 
Igbo Trades Support Group on 
Good Governance and Yoruba 
Women Traders Support Group 
stressed that the developments 
won’t have been possible without 
president Muhammadu Buhari 
who appointed the minister. 

The coalition noted that Sirika’s 
tenure as the minister of aviation 
has given Nigeria the highest rating 
in air safety and under whom the 
nation’s busiest airport certified; 
for the first time in the history of 
Nigeria.

Victor Amadi who spoke at 
the airport on Friday on behalf of 
the coalition explained that when 
Sirika was appointed, many airport 
infrastructure was in disarray but 
the narrative have since changed 
as the minister swung into action 
to address infrastructural deficit. 

“We recall that the Kaduna air-
port was merely functional in the 
sense that there was passenger 
facilitation. But we recall that the 
passenger terminal was in total 
disrepair and out of use because 
the failed remodeling programme 
of the previous administration left 
it in disuse.

“After searching for any way 
possible to totally rehabilitate the 
runway of the Nnamdi Azikwe 
International Airport, Abuja while 
flights were going on and it became 

Stories by IFEOMA OKEKE

over in 2015, the Aviation Security 
of the Federal Airports Authority of 
Nigeria was grossly understaffed. 
The Minister directed for massive 
recruitment and training of AVSEC 
personnel in terms of equipment 
more modern sophisticated secu-
rity equipment were procured and 
distributed at the various airports.

“For the first time in the history 
of Nigeria, the two busiest airports 
in country in Lagos and Abuja were 
certified to the International Civil 
Aviation Organization (ICAO) 
standard and this mean that these 
airports are recognized worldwide 
as meeting all standards for inter-
national flight operations. This was 
done in consonance with recom-
mended international practices.

Air Peace on Monday 
made good its promise 
to commence its Free-
town, Banjul and Dakar 

flight services, earning accolades 
from top government officials, 
members of the diplomatic corps, 
aviation regulators and corporate 
leaders on the West Coast of 
Africa.                    

 In a related development, 
Allen Onyema, the Chairman/
Chief Executive Officer of Air 
Peace,  has identified seamless 
air connectivity as pivotal to the 
socio-economic development of 
countries within the West Coast 
of Africa and other nations on the 
continent.                  Receiving Air 
Peace delegation moments after 
the maiden flight to Freetown 
touched down at the Freetown 
International Airport, Lungi, Sierra 
Leone’s Minister of Transport, 
Balogun Koroma commended 
the carrier for extending its opera-
tions to the country.         

   “We are looking for in-flight 
quality service, on-time service 
and adherence to our local con-
tent laws in terms of employing 
our people. And Air Peace has 
given us the assurance that they 

Air Peace commence flights into Freetown, Banjul, Dakar

would adhere to that,” Koroma 
said.                                                

 Shortly after departing Free-
town, the inaugural flight landed 
at the Banjul International Airport, 
where the Director of Operations 
of The Gambia Airport Authority, 
Mr. Abdoulie Colley assured Air 
Peace that it would be accorded 
the needed support to succeed in 
the country.                                                         

 For his part, Oluwasegun Ibida-
po-Obe, the Nigeria High Com-
missioner to the Gambia, said 
the coming of Air Peace would 
strengthen bilateral relations 

Ethiopian airline 
becomes Africa’s first 
A350 full-flight simulator 
operator

Et h i o p i a n  Ai r l i n e s  h a s 
a n n o u n c e  t h a t  i t  h a s 
achieved yet another 
milestone, becoming the 

first A350 XWB Simulator Opera-
tor in Africa and among the few in 
the world. 

This machine is fitted with a full 
electrical motion system which 
delivers improved performance 
while providing energy savings 
and environmental benefits. 

Tewolde GebreMariam, Group 
CEO of Ethiopian Airlines, re-
marked: “The introduction of the 
A350 XWB Full-Flight Simulator is 
a continuation of our pioneering 
role in African aviation Technol-
ogy. It is part of our Vision 2025 
strategic roadmap to be fully 
self-sufficient in the provision of 
pilot training in all the aircraft 
type we operate. It complements 
the other full-flight simulators 
we are already operating such 
as the B787, B-777, B737, B757, 
B767 and Q400. All in all, we have 
invested over 125 million $ in the 
last 7 years to expand and up-
grade all the facets of our training 
capabilities. 

obvious that for efficient work to 
be carried out at the airport, it must 
be closed; the Minister decided to 
rejuvenate the Kaduna airport.

“At that moment, passengers 
were being facilitated through 
the hajj terminal of the airport, so 
the Minster decided to rebuild the 
terminal. To upgrade the airport 
to the standard that international 
airlines can operate to the airport, 
Senator Sirika extend the runway 
of the airport. He also brought in 
Category 3 Instrument Landing 
System and upgraded the control 
tower. He also improved the VOR 
of the airport and improved com-
munication between the control 
tower and the pilot,” Amadi added.  

He said today Kaduna airport 
processes passenger for interna-
tional flights and Ethiopia Airlines 
is operating from there. No one can 
imagine that this could happen to 
this airport before the administra-
tion of President Muhammadu 
Buhari.On the rehabilitation of 
Nnamdi Azikwe International Air-
port runway, Abuja, the Minister 
ensured that other works were 
going on at the Abuja airport. The 
terminal was improved; expanded 
and new departures were created 
at the ground floor of the airport. 
Not only that; new lifts were in-
stalled so that those who are physi-
cally challenged could use the lifts 
to the departures. 

On  Lagos airport, he reiterat-
ed that plans have been complete 
to install Category 3 Instrument 
Landing System at the Lagos 
Airport, adding that the Minister 
had promised that the President 
Muhammadu Buhari administra-
tion would concentrate in provid-
ing safety critical projects at the 
airside of the airports across the 

country and in keeping with that 
promise he has been rehabilitat-
ing the airport runways, installing 
and building perimeter fences to 
improve security at the airports.

“When the Buhari administra-
tion took office the new terminals 
at the five international airports in 
Lagos, Abuja, Port Harcourt, Kano 
and Enugu were practically aban-
doned. But work at these projects 
was revived and today the projects 
are at advance level of completion 
and before the end of this year they 
would be put to service,” he said

Speaking earlier, Chidiebere 
Okoh, the Conveyner of the co-
alition said Sirika has improved 
security at the nation’s airports. 
Before the administration took 

between Nigeria and The Gambia.        
  The Gambia, the ambassador 

said, had a lot of potential Nige-
rians could exploit. The connec-
tivity provided by Air Peace, he 
assured, would boost the socio-
economic relations between 
Nigeria and The Gambia.                                                       

Also speaking for banks in 
Banjul,Mike Junior Emeh, 

 the Relationship Manager, 
Corporate Banking of FBN Gam-
bia Limited, said Air Peace’s ex-
pansion of its route network 
to The Gambia and other West 
Coast countries was a big relief 

L-R: Ohiri Martins, Imo state sports commissioner, Heartland football club’s Dana Air player of the month for January, Fuad Ekulojoti, 
and Kingsley Ezenwa , Dana Air’s Media and Communications manager during the presentation of the Award and Cheque to the 
player in Owerri, IMO state recently

“Also under Senator Hadi Sirika 
administration the aviation indus-
try in Nigeria was audited by ICAO 
and the country scored 96 percent 
on safety and security.

“Just last week the United State 
Federal Aviation Administration 
(FAA) revalidation the Category 
1 Safety status which Nigeria 
obtained for the first time in 2010 
after an audit carried out in August 
Last year,” Okoh added.

For the first time the ICAO 
World Aviation Forum was hosted 
outside Montreal and in Nigeria. 
This was an effort of the Minister 
of State, Aviation, Senator Hadi 
Sirika and from feedback; it was 
very successful outing both for 
Nigeria and for ICAO. 

…Africa needs seamless connectivity to unlock economies, Onyema says
for travellers.                

He urged the airline to maintain 
its on-time reputation and con-
sistency, assuring that the carrier 
would succeed in its West Coast 
flight operations.          

   In Dakar, Xavier Mary, the 
Director-General/Chief Execu-
tive Officer of LAS, who spoke 
on behalf of the operators of 
Senegal’s new airport, Aeroport 
International Blaise Diagne, said 
Air Peace’s Dakar service was a 
good opportunity for improving 
businesses between Nigeria and 
Senegal.            

    Meanwhile, Allen Onyema, 
the Chairman/Chief Executive 
Officer of Air Peace,  said the car-
rier was determined to unlock 
the economies of countries on 
the West Coast of Africa with the 
launch of its Freetown, Banjul and 
Dakar services.                            

  Africa, he insisted, needed 
seamless air connectivity to untie 
its economies.                                       

He said the airline was commit-
ted to unlocking the economies of 
Africa, offering air travellers on 
business and leisure trips seam-
less connectivity as well as creat-
ing jobs for the people.      
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Each year, 14 mil-
lion mothers are 
affected by Post-
partum Haemor-
r h a g e  ( P P H ) . As 

the leading direct cause of 
maternal mortality, 480,000 
mothers died from PPH be-
tween 2003-09. Even when 
women survive, PPH can 
result in the need for seri-
ous medical interventions, 
including surgical removal of 
the uterus (hysterectomy) 
as well as blood transfu-
sions to address severe anae-
mia. By preventing PPH from 
ever occurring, heat-stable 
carbetocin has the potential 
to both save lives and avoid 
severe, dangerous and costly 
long-term side effects.

 “Despite progress to-
wards the UN Sustainable 
Development Goal of reduc-
ing maternal mortality, every 
single day women across the 
world are dying unnecessar-
ily from childbirth complica-
tions such as PPH. Timely 
administration of effective 
medicines can avoid the 
maternal deaths that occur 
due to excessive bleeding 
after childbirth,” said Mari-
ana Widmer, Technical Of-
ficer, Maternal and Perinatal 
Health, WHO. “If the results 
of the trial for heat-stable 
carbetocin are favourable, 
this collaboration between 
private life sciences and the 
global public health commu-
nity could help save women’s 
lives worldwide.”

The champion trial com-
pares the effectiveness and 
safety of Ferring’s heat-sta-
ble carbetocin versus the cur-
rent standard of care, oxyto-
cin, for preventing PPH after 
vaginal birth. Heat-stable 
carbetocin could address a 
significant limitation associ-
ated with oxytocin – the need 
for refrigeration during ship-
ping and storage to prevent 
degradation in temperatures 
above 8°C. Heat-stable car-
betocin may remain active 
long-term in hot and humid 
climates, and could poten-
tially reduce the incidence of 
PPH in areas where cold stor-
age is difficult to achieve and 
maintain, and where 99% of 
maternal deaths due to PPH 
currently occur.

“Using our established ex-
pertise in Reproductive Med-
icine and Women’s Health, 
we strive to find innovative 
treatments that will help 
to dramatically reduce the 
number of mothers dying as 
a result of childbirth,” said 
Klaus Dugi, a Professor , and 

Largest clinical trial ever conducted in 
postpartum haemorrhage completed 

Health&Science
45C002D5556 SUNDAYBD  Sunday 25 February  2018

Chief Medical Officer, Ferring 
Pharmaceuticals. 

“Our heat-stable carbeto-
cin is just one example of this 
research effort and forms part 
of our ongoing commitment 
to safeguarding the health of 
families worldwide. We are 
looking forward to seeing the 
results from the Champion 
trial and hope that the learn-
ings will usher in a new era in 
the prevention of PPH.”

If the results of the Cham-
pion trial are favourable, Fer-
ring will seek registration of 
heat-stable carbetocin on a 
broad basis around the world. 
If approved, Ferring would 
manufacture the product 
and it would be provided 
to the public sector of low- 
and lower-middle-income 
countries at an affordable 
and sustainable access price. 
Results from the trial are ex-
pected to be presented and 
published during the second 
half of 2018.

“The Champion trial has 
the potential to change the 
paradigm in how we save 
more mothers from dying 
during childbirth,” said Julie 
L. Gerberding, M.D., M.P.H. 
Executive Vice President & 
Chief Patient Officer, Strate-
gic Communications, Global 
Public Policy and Population 
Health at MSD. “Along with 

our partners, we recognised 
that heat-stable carbetocin 
could be a transformative 
solution to preventing PPH, 
which is the number one 
cause of maternal mortal-
ity. Through MSD for Moth-
ers, we provided our compa-
ny’s scientific expertise and 
financial resources to prove 
the concept and ultimately 
make a sustainable impact 
on the health of mothers, 
families and communities.”

CHAMPION (Carbeto-
cin Haemorrhage Preven-
tion), the world’s largest clini-
cal trial in postpartum haem-
orrhage, is being undertaken 
to compare the effectiveness 
and safety of heat-stable 
carbetocin to oxytocin in the 
prevention of postpartum 
haemorrhage after vaginal 
births. The trial conducted 
by the Human Reproduction 
Program (HRP) at the World 
Health Organization enrolled 
nearly 30,000 women in 10 
countries including Argenti-
na, Egypt, India, Kenya, Nige-
ria, Singapore, South Africa, 
Thailand, Uganda and the UK. 
Heat-stable carbetocin was 
researched and developed by 
Ferring Pharmaceuticals and 
the CHAMPION trial was 
funded by MSD for Mothers.

Ferring Pharmaceuticals is 
a research-driven, specialty 

biopharmaceutical group 
committed to helping peo-
ple around the world build 
families and live better lives. 
Headquartered in Saint-Prex, 
Switzerland, Ferring is a lead-
er in reproductive medicine 
and women’s health, and in 
specialty areas within gas-
troenterology and urology. 
Ferring has been developing 
treatments for mothers and 
babies for over 50 years. 
Today, over one third of the 
company’s research and de-
velopment investment goes 
towards finding innovative 
and personalised healthcare 
solutions to help mothers 
and babies, from conception 
to birth. Founded in 1950, 
Ferring now employs ap -
proximately 6,500 people 
worldwide, has its own op-
erating subsidiaries in nearly 
60 countries and markets its 
products in 110 countries.

Every day, approximately 
830 women die from prevent-
able causes related to preg-
nancy and childbirth.8 MSD 
for Mothers is a 10-year, $500 
million initiative to create a 
world where no woman dies 
from complications of preg-
nancy and childbirth. Draw-
ing on the company’s history 
of discovering innovative, 
life-saving medicines and 
vaccines, MSD for Mothers 

is applying the company’s sci-
entific and business expertise 
– as well as its financial and 
human resources – to reduce 
maternal mortality around 
the world. 

For more than a century, 
MSD, a leading global bio-
pharmaceutical company, 
has been inventing for life, 
bringing forward medicines 
and vaccines for many of the 
world’s most challenging dis-
eases. MSD is a trade name 
of Merck & Co., Inc., with 
headquarters in Kenilworth, 
N.J., U.S.A. Through our pre-
scription medicines, vaccines, 
biologic therapies and animal 
health products, we work 
with customers and operate 
in more than 140 countries 
to deliver innovative health 
solutions. We also demon-
strate our commitment to in-
creasing access to health care 
through far-reaching policies, 
programs and partnerships. 

Today, MSD continues 
to be at the forefront of re-
search to advance the pre-
vention and treatment of 
diseases that threaten people 
and communities around 
the world - including cancer, 
cardio-metabolic diseases, 
emerging animal diseases, 
Alzheimer’s disease and in-
fectious diseases including 
HIV and Ebola
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FIFA President Gianni In-
fantino has poured en-
comiums on the Amaju 
Pinnick –led NFF, saying 
the Nigerian Federation 

has shown excellent vision and 
focus, and has taken giant strides 
over the past two years.

The world’s number one foot-
ball administrator, who also con-
doled with the NFF and the fam-
ily of Kano Pillars’ player Chinedu 
Udoji who died in a car accident 
on Sunday night, stated this and 
more at the post –FIFA Executive 
Football Summit press conference 
in Lagos on Tuesday:

NFF Presentation at the Sum-
mit: I will start by commending the 
support that we got from the NFF 
for this program. Excellent work 
was done by the NFF team to fa-
cilitate the holding of the Summit 
and FIFA is grateful for this. The 
presentation by the NFF President 
was brilliant, and it captured the 
great work that the administration 
has done over the past two years. 
The plan for Mini-Secretariats and 
Football Pitches in all the States 
of Nigeria deserves applause and 
support of everyone involved in 
Nigerian Football.

FIFA Executive Football Sum-
mit: The Summits are the lifeblood 
with which we intend to run the 
game henceforth. Each is a meet-
ing of between 15 and 20 Presi-

World football govern-
ing body FIFA said on 
Friday it has ended its 

involvement in Brazil forward 
Neymar’s dispute with his for-
mer club FC Barcelona.

The dispute was over an out-
standing bonus payment of 43 mil-
lion euros (37.88 million pounds).

A spokesperson for the 
organisation told Reuters via 
email that as the dispute had 
been submitted to different 
bodies, FIFA was not in a posi-
tion to mediate.

These bodies are understood 
to be the Spanish court system.

“The FIFA administration 
informed the parties to the 
dispute that based on the 
long-standing and well-es-
tablished jurisprudence of 
FIFA’s deciding bodies, it did 
not seem to be in a position 
to continue with the inves-
tigation of the affair,”  the 
spokesperson said.

“ Th e  p r o c e e d i n g s  w e r e 
therefore closed for formal 
reasons.”

A spokesperson for Ney-
mar said last month that the 
Brazilian was suing Barcelona 
over the non-payment.

He said the Paris St Ger-
main (PSG) player was due the 
amount plus 10 percent inter-
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Infantino hails NFF, says Russia 
99% set for FIFA World Cup

FIFA pulls out of Neymar’s €43m 
bonus dispute with Barcelona

Man City’s Sterling doubtful 
for English League Cup final

dents and General Secretaries of 
Member Associations drawn from 
three confederations. Here, we had 
people from Europe, Concacaf and 
of course Africa. We discussed 
the future of youth competitions, 
including the idea of increasing 
participating teams for the finals 
of the boys and girls’ events, and 
to make it annual instead of bien-
nial. However, it would now be one 
championship and not of different 
ages.

Nigeria, having won the FIFA 
U17 World Cup an unparalleled 
five times and been at every youth 
tournament for the girls, is one of 
the foremost countries in world 
football with regards to youth 
competitions. We praise the com-
mitment of the Government and 
people of Nigeria to youth compe-
titions and football generally.

We also discussed a possible 
World League for the women, 
which idea will be developed and 
presented very soon, and of course 
we discussed the Football Devel-
opment Programme as well as 
the eligibility of players and issues 
around transfer of players.

An African Country Winning 
The World Cup: There has been 
incredible progress made over the 
years in the game everywhere, not 
only the strong nations. And at the 
last World Cup in Brazil, we saw 
four –time winners Italy and 1966 
champions England sent packing 
by Costa Rica. So much is now 
possible and there are a couple of 

strong African teams heading to 
Russia. My objective at FIFA is to 
develop football at the highest level 
around the world and in all places. 
We will begin to see the results of 
this investment very soon.

Plans for Women’s Football: I 
have talked about the plan for the 
World Women’s League. We are 
also increasing the investment 
in the women’s game and also to 
generally encourage the other 
confederations to start continental 
competitions for women clubs. 
Only in Europe do we have this 
presently.

Constant Crises in African Foot-
ball Administration: FIFA is really 

est on the bonus he agreed for 
signing a new contract with the 
LaLiga side two years ago.

FC Barcelona paid Neymar 
the first part of a signing bonus 
after he agreed a new five-year 
deal in 2016.

But last August the Spanish 
club said they were suing Ney-
mar for breach of contract.

They wanted him to return 
the money he received before 
joining Ligue 1 club PSG for a 
world record transfer fee of 222 
million euros ($273.13 million) 
in August 2017.

Neymar refused and the 

two parties have been at log-
gerheads since.

The 26-year-old Neymar has 
scored 19 goals in 19 league 
games for PSG, helping to lift 
them 12 points clear at the top 
of the French Ligue 1.

However, the French side 
need to stage a comeback 
against Real Madrid if they are 
to remain in the UEFA Champi-
ons League.

PSG lost the first leg of their 
last 16 tie at Real Madrid 3-1 
and host the 12-times European 
champions in the return leg at 
the Parc des Princes on March 6.

Raheem Sterling is struggling 
to be fit for Manchester 
City’s English League Cup 

final against Arsenal on Sunday 
but Gabriel Jesus could return, 
club manager Pep Guardiola said 
on Friday.

“He had a muscular problem. I 
don’t know if he will be ready for 
Sunday,” Guardiola said of forward 
Sterling as he looked ahead to his 
first final match as Manchester City 
manager.

There was better news on Bra-
zilian forward Jesus who has not 
played since the final day of 2017, 
having suffered a knee injury, with 
Guardiola saying he is improving 
every day.

“Having Gabriel Jesus back soon 
is such a big boost to us. You need all 
the players, like the full backs, to be 
fit and available,” he said.

Guardiola is bidding to win his 
first trophy for Manchester City.

But, in spite of the importance of 
the occasion, he said he has not been 
tempted to reverse his policy of 

Participants at the FIFA Executive Football Summit held in Lagos recently.

concerned because this should not 
be the case. Football is peace; foot-
ball is love so we don’t want to see 
crises. We are working and talking 
with African Governments to avoid 
interference in football adminis-
tration. Now, the message is clear 
that FIFA would not tolerate this. 
We are also working with Mr. Paul 
Kagame, President of Rwanda who 
is also President of African Union, 
to launch a number of projects 
shortly to drive home this message.

Enforcement of Rules on Trans-
fer of Players: The rules are there 
and they must be enforced with 
new vigour. We need to make the 
system simpler and clearer. For 

me, the solidarity and training com-
pensation should be paid upfront 
before a transfer can happen. We 
are looking critically at this because 
even though it may not be a high 
percentage, it means a lot to the 
clubs that train the players.

How Ready Is Russia for the 
World Cup? I met with President 
Putin a few days ago and I can tell 
you that Russia is 99 per cent ready 
for the 21st FIFA World Cup. Of 
course, there are a few paintings to 
be done and some bolts and knots 
to be tied in some venues, but on 
the whole they are ready. We are 
going to have a great FIFA World 
Cup in Russia this summer.

playing second-choice goalkeeper 
Claudio Bravo in Cup games.

The Colombian will start in goal 
at Wembley on Sunday with Brazil’s 
Ederson on the bench.

“Every fan has his own opinion, 
but I am the manager and we are 
here for Claudio. Without him, we 
are not here,” Guardiola said.

Manchester City will be without 
Fabian Delph for the final match 
after he was red-carded against 
Wigan Athletic, where they were 
surprisingly beaten in the FA Cup 
fifth round on Monday.

That result, Guardiola said, will 
need to be put out of their minds 
against Arsenal.

“I always say I prefer to play a 
final match having won a game,” 
said the Spaniard, who won 11 of 
his 12 Cup final matches during his 
spells as manager of FC Barcelona 
and Bayern Munich.

“I would love to have not 
dropped out of the English FA Cup 
but we have to stand up, recover and 
focus on the next game.”



Aigbogun invites 28 as Flying Eagles open camp
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Pa u l  Ai g b o g u n ,  He a d 
Coach of the U20 Boys’ 
Na t i o n a l  Te a m ,  h a s 

called to camp 28 players 
as the seven –time African 
champions begin prepara-
tions for the qualifying series 
for 2019 Africa U20 Cup of 
Nations.

Enyimba FC’s Ikouwem 
Udoh, who won the Young 
Player of the Year award 
at this week’s AITEO-NFF 
Football Awards, has been 
called alongside Super Eagles 
B team –mates Peter Eneji and 
Nur Muhammed, as well as 
Nasarawa United’s Douglas 
Achiv, Akwa United’s Adesina 
Gata and Kano Pillars’ fleet 
–footed midfielder Alhassan 
Ibrahim.

Kano Pillars’ Nazifi Yahaya 
and MFM FC’s goalkeeper 
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Nigerian football legend, 
Austin Jay-Jay Okocha, 
was officially crowned 

“king of the game” at the launch 
of BetKing, a premium sports bet-
ting platform in Lagos.

Regarded the greatest player 
of his generation and one of Af-
rica’s best ever, the former Super 
Eagles captain and European 
league veteran was the star of 
the show as the much-anticipated 
BetKing platform made its entry 
into the Nigerian sports betting 
market.

“I’ve trained my whole life to 
be a winner and if I know two 
things it’s that to be the best takes 
passion and persistence. Simi-
larly, BetKing’s philosophy really 
speaks to me in that it believes 
that everyone, whatever their 
position, has a chance to become 
King of their own destiny,” said 
Jay-Jay who himself has come a 
long way since he began playing 
football on the streets of Enugu 
with a makeshift ball.

Jay-Jay declared king of the game
...as premium sports betting BetKing berths in Lagos

Nigeria ready to host any FIFA 
event – Pinnick

President of the Nige-
ria Football Federation, 
Amaju Melvin Pinnick 

has assured world football –
governing body, FIFA that the 
country is ready, able and will-
ing to host any major football 
program, on or off the field.

The NFF supremo made this 
known on Tuesday, at the press 
conference that followed im-
mediately on the heels of the 
FIFA Executive Football Sum-
mit held at the Eko Hotels and 
Suites, Victoria Island, Lagos.

“We have the capacity and 
we have demonstrated this on 
several occasions, and we have 
a Government that is doing 
everything possible to encour-
age and enable the blossoming 
of sport as a key industry. Just 
as the FIFA President Gianni 
Infantino said at the AITEO-
NFF Awards, football is life in 
Nigeria.

“On behalf of the Nigerian 
Football fraternity, I want to 
commend FIFA for their strong 
support for our football and for 
African Football at large.

“Gianni Infantino visited 
Nigeria for the first time in his 
tenure in July 2016, and after 
he left, we witnessed a turn-
around in the fortunes of our 
football. I believe that after he 
leaves this time, our football 
will soar even higher, with great 
possibilities of dazzling the 
world at the FIFA World Cup 
in Russia.”

The Summit, which was one 
of 12 FIFA Executive Football 
Summits planned for Novem-
ber 2017 and March 2018 and L-R: Ruby Chuku, Head of Marketing and Customer Support; Adekunle Adeniji, Co-founder, Betking; Austin Jay-Jay Okocha, 

brand ambassador, BetKing ; Byron Petzer, CEO, Betking and Neil Bothma, Chief Opportunity Officer, at the launch of 
Betking  held in Lagos recently.

Amaju Pinnick, NFF president, presents 
an NFF pennant to Gianni Infantino, 
FIFA President.

Paul Aigbogun

BetKing has used their team’s 
combined experience of over 80 
years in the Industry to develop 
and customize a state-of-the-art 
platform, offering world class 
Odds and Bonuses, almost instant 
payouts, and attractive agent 
commissions.

“We are committed to chang-
ing the face of the sports betting 
industry in Nigeria and will be 
continuously customizing and 
developing new products with 
attractive innovative features, 
whilst maintaining our philoso-
phy of putting our agents and on-
line customers first,” said BetKing 
CEO Byron Petzer.

In celebrating their custom-
ers as Kings, BetKing’s plans also 
include special promotions and 
“royal spotlights” on winners and 
top performing agents.

““BetKing will also focus on 
contributing to Nigerian society. 
By creating over 4000 jobs in 
12 months through its agency 
network across the country, Bet-

King will be offering all Nigerians 
the opportunities to become 
kingmakers!” added BetKing co-
founder Adekunle Adeniji.”

BetKing is currently licensed 
in Lagos and Anambra, Oyo and 
Osun states and will commence 
expansion across Nigeria in com-
ing months.

The sports betting platform 
will also offer customers the 
opportunity to bet on all major 
sporting events, including foot-
ball, tennis, basketball, boxing, 
volleyball and more.

To join the playground for 
kings or to become a kingmaker, 
users can visit www.betking.
com while the premium-betting 
platform can also be accessed at 
agents across Lagos, Anambra, 
Oyo and Osun.

For more information, follow 
BetKing on Instagram @betk-
ingng; Twitter @betkingng; and 
join the conversation on social 
media, use: #PlayGroundForK-
ings #BetKing.

Ospino Egbe are also invited.
All invited players are to 

arrive at the Serob Legacy 
Hotel, Wuye, Abuja between 
Sunday, 25th February and 
Monday, 26th February, with 
their international passports, 
birth certificates and training 
kits.

The 2019 Africa U20 Cup 
of Nations will be staged in 
Niger Republic.

Nigeria swept the Afri-
can U20 titles in 1983, 1985, 
1987, 1989, 2005, 2011 and 
2015, and won silver medals 
at the FIFA U20 World Cup in 
1989 and 2005, after finishing 
third in the old USSR in 1985.

Full List Of Invited Players
Ikouwem Udoh (Eny-

imba FC); Peter Eneji (Plateau 
United); Nur Muhammed (El-
Kanemi Warriors); Wasiu Abdu-
lazeez (Enyimba FC); Aniekieme 

Okon (Akwa United); Valentine 
Ozounwafor (Enyimba FC); 
Aminu Nuhu (Akwa United); 
Nazifi Yahaya (Kano Pillars); 
Isa Ndala (Nasarawa United); 
Adesina Gata (Akwa United); 
Alhassan Ibrahim (Kano Pillars); 
Douglas Achiv (Nasarawa Unit-
ed); Jamilu Muhammed (Kano 
Pillars); Mubarak Abdulsalam 
(Wikki Tourists); Sadiq Abdul-
lahi (Nasarawa United); Akila 
Jadima (MFM FC); Charles 
Agbo (El-Kanemi Warriors); 
Frank Kappe (Katsina United); 
Idris Said (Niger Tornadoes); 
Ospino Egbe (MFM FC); Mala-
chy Chibuzor (Rivers United); 
Sunday Anthony (El-Kanemi 
Warriors); Abiodun Joseph 
(Sunshine Stars); Nurudeen 
Mudashiru (ABS FC); Waheed 
Adebayo (MFM FC); Mubarak 
Ejiogu (Niger Tornadoes); Detan 
Ogundare (Kogi United); Amos 
Obasogie (Insurance FC)

one of the cardinal programs 
of President Infantino, was 
attended as well by CAF Presi-
dent Ahmad, FIFA Secretary 
General Fatma Samoura, FIFA 
Council members Kwesi Nyan-
takyi of Ghana and Sonia Bien 
Aime from Turks and Caicos 
Islands, alongside presidents 
of 17 Member Associations of 
FIFA: Lesotho, Mauritius, Na-
mibia, Somalia, South Sudan, 
Swaziland, Dominican Repub-
lic, Grenada , Guyana , Turks 
and Caicos Islands, Denmark, 
FYR Macedonia , Lithuania , 
San Marino, Sweden and host 
country Nigeria.

Only two other cities in Afri-
ca – Nouakchott in Mauritania 
and Dar es Salaam in Tanzania 
– are in the mix of the 12 cities 
worldwide hosting the FIFA 
Executive Football Summits. 
Dar es Salaam takes its turn on 
Thursday this week while the 
curtain will be drawn on the 
meetings in Lima, Peru next 
week.



At a time where Africa has seen a few 
long-standing leaders exit, the issue 
of change in power is occupying 
minds of citizens as well as those in 
leadership positions.

In spite of their varied repertoire of tactics to 
remain in power, no one is immune to the wave 
of change in leadership that has led many African 
presidents to lose their coveted top job.

Whether through elections, succession 
battles, coups or end of terms in office it has 
become a question of when and how they will 
exit. That’s if one is not too concerned with what 
comes afterwards. Though it is too early to tell 
whether meaningful changes can be expected, 
cases such as Zimbabwe suggest that its citizens 
can envisage more of the same.

Nevertheless, a review of developments in 
2017 shows that it was a fruitful year for those 
advocating change. Examples include The Gam-
bia where Adama Barrow came in as a promising 
new leader. Angola’s Joao Manuel Lourenço 
rose to power and immediately replaced some 
top public servants, raising hopes that he might 
champion good governance, although there 
hasn’t been an overhaul of the system.

In any case, the arrival of a ‘new’ leader in 
power always brings optimism for change and 
constitutes an opportunity for new beginnings.

The big changes of 2017
In The Gambia Yahya Abdul-Aziz Jammeh de-
cided to hang onto power following his electoral 
defeat to Adama Barrow.

After nearly four decades in power Angola’s 
Jose Eduardo Dos Santos did not seek reelection. 
But his ruling Movement for the Liberation of 
Angola (MPLA) retained power after winning 
the August presidential election. Dos Santos was 
succeeded by Joao Manuel Goncalves Lourenço, 
his former Minister of Defence. A nuisance to his 
Senegalese neighbour and an embarrassment to 
his peers in the subregional body, he was even-
tually pushed out by the Economic Community 
of West African States, ending his 22-year rule. 
He has since been in exile in Equatorial Guinea.

Zimbabwe provided the finale to an eventful 
year when, in a battle for succession, Robert 
Mugabe was forced out by a faction of his ZA-
NU-PF with the help the Zimbabwean Defense 
Forces. Emmerson Mnangagwa, his long-time 

Africa waves some leaders goodbye, but 
is the democratic deficit any narrower?

ally, and vice-president, took over the country. 
Mnangagwa has announced that elections this 
year will be ‘free and fair’. He is expected to re-
tain power and his ZANU-PF to keep control of 
the national assembly.

Different fortunes
Rwanda, Kenya and Liberia all presented tales 
of different presidential fortunes.

After the December 2015 constitutional 
amendment allowing Paul Kagame to run for a 
third term and potentially remain in power until 
2034, he was, without a surprise, reelected in 
august 2017 with almost 99 percent of the votes. 
Kagame, touted by many as the providential 
leader who has stabilised and redressed a coun-
try emerging from genocide, is also criticised for 
muzzling all forms of opposition and restricting 
civil liberties.

In Kenya, Chris Msando, head of information, 
communication and technology for the Inde-
pendent Electoral and Boundaries Commission, 
was tortured and murdered a week before the 
presidential election. Following the August 8th 
polls, the opposition coalition known as NASA 
and led by Raila Ondinga contested the reelec-
tion of incumbent Uhuru Kenyatta. Despite 
international observers (including the African 
Union) finding no major issues with the polls, the 
Kenyan Supreme Court annulled the results and 
called for a new election in October.

Kenya has since sunk into a political and 
institutional crisis, aggravated by the recent in-
auguration of Odinga as the ‘peoples president’. 
Uhuru Kenyatta was eventually reelected presi-
dent in October, after NASA’s refusal to take part 
in the election without addressing the key issues 
raised about the electoral commission.

Africa’s presidential electoral year ended in 
Liberia, on 28 December, with the passing of 
the baton between the ruling-party’s candidate 
Joseph Nyumah Bokai and George Oppong 
Weah. The former soccer star-turned-politician 
and senator won in the second round with more 
than 60 percent of the votes, taking over from 
Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf’s 12-year rule. He will have 
to redress the resource-rich but yet poor nation, 
in the wake of a debilitating Ebola outbreak.

Lessons to take into 2018

In the three emblematic cases of ‘handover’ – 
Angola, Zimbabwe and The Gambia – it’s difficult 
to say whether the democratic deficit is less seri-
ous today. But if ZANU-PF and the MPLA don’t 
renew themselves, systems that don’t have a 
stellar record in the rule of law and good gover-
nance departments could easily be perpetuated.

Gambians, for their part, can hope that the 
coming to power of a novice in politics will bring 
them a better life.

Ensuring democratic and good governance, 
free and fair elections, and peaceful transitions 
to power are no longer optional.

Stability in several countries will indubitably 
be jeopardised in 2018 if some governments 
do not deliver free and fair elections. Similarly, 
undertaking constitutional changes that con-
tradict the rule of law, the separation of pow-
ers and don’t uphold political agreements, will 
further entrench instability. From this point of 
view, Africa’s regional organisations will have to 
manage the post-electoral crises from previous 
years – including Kenya – and try and prevent 
those on the horizon this year.

The African Union must, more than ever, have 
all its member states sing to the tune of democ-
racy. This can be facilitated by a reform of the 
organisation. But this, in turn, hinges on the po-
litical will of those who will have to endorse the 
necessary changes. Unfortunately, they remain, 
for the moment, the guardians of the old order. 

This article was originally published on 
The Conversation.

MOHAMED M DIATTA
Diatta is a doctoral candidate and lecturer 
in Political Science-International Relations, 
Sciences Po – USPC, Paris.
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ever, have all its 
member states 

sing to the tune of 
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by a reform of 
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N110bn

Thumbs up

This is the amount of 
money said to have been 

paid by MTN Nigeria 
Communications into 

the coffers of the Federal 
Government out of the 

N330billion imposed on 
it by the Nigerian Com-

munications 
Commission.

The forced resignation 
of Jacob Zuma and the 

swearing in of Cyril Ra-
maphosa may have given 

hope for better days in 
South Africa. And it is a 
lesson for Nigeria, and 
indeed other troubled 

African nations.
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“I am struggling to see where the 
National Assembly found the con-
stitutional justification for what 
they have done. I will mention two 
specific provisions. First of all, in 
the Schedule of the Constitution, 
Part 15 Section 1 of the said sched-
ule, INEC has the constitutional 
power to organise, undertake and 
supervise elections. But that is not 
enough. In Section 76 (1), Section 
111 (1) and Section 178 (1), it is cat-
egorically stated that elections shall 
be held on a date to be appointed 
by INEC. So, if elections are to be 
held on a date set by INEC, where 
does the National Assembly get the 
power? As far as I am concerned, the 
dates and the sequence for elections 
are together.” 
– Attahiru Jega, former chairman of Inde-

pendent National Electoral Commission, 
on the controversy over reordering of 
2019 elections sequence by the National 
Assembly, Thursday

“We were born as a party of internal 
democracy; but our internal insti-
tutions have been actively under-
mined or allowed to atrophy.  The 
spirit of a new and better Nigeria 
that guided us to unprecedented 
electoral success has been steadily 
replaced by the bankrupt and rule-
less ways that brought the PDP 
low.” 
– Bola Ahmed Tinubu, in a letter to John 
Odigie-Oyegun, national chairman, All 
Progressives Congress

“What we know for a fact 
now is we cannot account for 
some students but since two 
days ago students have been 
reporting back to school. We 
also have it on record that 
some of them have phone 
from their hiding place, some 
from Damaturu, some from 
other locations. But, as things 
develop we will let you know. 
But, we cannot categorically 
say ‘X’ number of students 
has been abducted but we 
can say not all students have 
returned.” 
– Lai Mohammed, Minister of 
Information and Culture, on the 
abducted schoolgirls in Dapchi, 
Yobe State, Thursday

Quotes of the Week


