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Nigerians to politicians: 
We are tired of empty promises

L-R: Yaw Nsakor, managing director, Unilever Nigeria; Remi Oni, executive director, Corporate Banking, First Bank of Nigeria; Ben Langat, managing director, FrieslandCampina 
WAMCO Nigeria, and Babatunde Savage, chairman, Board of Directors, Guinness Nigeria, at a dinner in honour of Ivan Menezes, chief executive officer, Diageo Plc in Lagos.
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cratic Party (PDP) converged on 
City Gate Church along Benin/
Sapele Expressway on February 
22, 2018, not many people could 
have guessed it was a political 
gathering, more so as it was in the 
morning. But as it turned out, the 
gathering was to receive defec-
tors from the All Progressives 

Grand Alliance (APGA) and 
Freedom Foundation Movement 
(FFM) into the PDP fold.

The occasion did not, however, 
end with the reception of the de-
campees only. More interesting-
ly, it created another opportunity 
for public discourse, especially 
for the media, Edo people, the 

All Progressives Congress-led 
state government and the PDP 
in the state.

Dan Orbih, the party chairman, 
in his usual manner displayed 
classified documents showing al-
leged dereliction of responsibili-
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Military men in 
politics and their 
loyalists have 
ruined Nigeria 
- Opadokun

With the wind of declarations, 
endorsements and lofty prom-
ises blowing across the country 
ahead of the 2019 general elec-
tions, Nigerians across the wide 

spectrum of society have said they are tired of 
being taken for a ride by political actors who spew 
out lies in the name of promises in their desperation 
to garner votes.

They also advise politicians and political parties to 
always keep to the rule of engagement by fulfilling their 
campaign promises after the electorates must have 
fulfilled their own part by voting for them.

Nigerians who spoke with BDSUNDAY said that de-
spite the lofty promises that have been made by politi-
cians since 1999, neither the citizens nor the country has 
fared any better.

“From the point where we were in 1999 to where we 
are now, only a liar can tell you that Nigeria as a country 
has moved an inch forward in terms of development. The 
Nigerian citizens are the worst hit. It is only the politicians 
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L-R: Gabriel Ajilore, head, information security, Union Bank; Nath Ude, executive director, service and technology, 
Union Bank, Adewale Peter Obadare, Qualified Security Assessor, and Abigail Duopama-Obomanu, head, internal 
control, Union Bank, at the official presentation ceremony of the Bank’s Payment Card Industry Data Security 
Standard (PCIDSS) certificate in Lagos.

L-R: Yaw Nsarkoh, Executive Vice-President, Unilever, Ghana & Nigeria, and Ibikunle Amosun, governor, Ogun 
State, during a courtesy visit by Unilever Management Team to the Governor in Ogun State.

L-R: Kola Oni, representing the managing director, AXA Mansard Health; Olabisi Ademuyiwa, an Oncologist/
guest speaker for the Breast Cancer Seminar, and Utabor Christopher, chief medical director, Alliance Hospital, 
at a dinner held  in honour of the Guest Speaker in Abuja.

L-R: Yinka Sanni, chief executive, Stanbic IBTC Holdings PLC; Bismarck Rewane, CEO, Financial Derivatives 
Company Ltd; Leo Stan-Eke, founder/executive chairman, Zinox Group, and Demola Sogunle, chief executive, 
Stanbic IBTC Bank, at the 9th Standard Bank West Africa Investors’ Conference in Lagsos.

L-R: Akuoma Omeoga, Bobsled team member, Nigeria; Ubong Nseobot, sales and marketing manager, Southern 
Sun Ikoyi; Seun Adigun, Bobsled team member, Nigeria; Mark Loxley, general manager, Southern Sun Ikoyi; Ngozi 
Onwumere, Bobsled team member, Nigeria, and Simidele Adeagbo, Skeleton Athlete, Nigeria, recently hosted 
by Southern Sun Ikoyi following the return of the athletes from the 2018 Winter Olympic games held in Russia.

R-L: Amaju Pinnick, president, Nigeria Football Federation (NFF); Godwin Obaseki, governor, Edo State, his 
deputy, Philip Shaibu; Gladys Idahor, Edo State Head of Service, and Taiwo Akerele, chief of staff to the governor, 
during the unveiling of the rebranded Bendel Insurance Football Club, in Benin City, Edo State.

Babagana Monguno, National Security Adviser (NSA) (m) to the President retired inaugurating a project at the 
171 Air Force detachment at Monguno in Borno, with him is Sadique Abubakar, chief of the Air Staff (r). NAN

L-R: Tayo Ashiru, Senior Marketing Manager, MainOne; Richard Amafonye, Chief Technical Officer, Wema Bank; 
Damola Solanke, Azure Lead, Microsoft Nigeria; Nigeria Country Manager, Avanti Communications, Jane Egerton-
Idehen and Dave Adeniji, Head, Information Technology, Eko Disco during the Digitalization and Business panel 
at MainOne’s Nerds Unite conference.
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Nigerians to politicians: We are tired ...
and their cronies that have bettered their 
lives in all these years through our collec-
tive patrimony,” Anthony Ike, a political 
affairs analyst, said.

“And things are moving from bad to 
worse. So for me, I have made up my mind 
that no member of my family will vote in 
any election in 2019 and no amount of 
sweet promises can sway me to change 
my resolve,” Ike said.

Speaking about failure of government 
to fulfill its campaign promises, Martin 
Onovo, a trained petroleum engineer 
and former presidential candidate of the 
National Conscience Party (NCP) in the 
2015 general election, said that the ruling 
party has failed on that front.

“We have their published promises, 
one of which is three million jobs a year, 
published and signed by their national 
chairman,” Onovo said.

“Three million jobs a year, you should 
have nine million jobs. But instead of hav-
ing nine million jobs, officially, they have 
lost nine million jobs which is a deficit 
of 18 million, the nine million that they 
promised and the nine million that were 
lost. So, it is not only they didn’t fulfill their 
promise, they went further to destroy. 
That’s why I say that the government is 
fighting to destroy this country,” he said.

“Again, they promised you two new 
deep seaports. Where are they? They 
promised you four million new homes 
in four years which is one million a year. 
Where are they? Have you seen any? They 
are still talking about getting a location 
where there’s not even budget. So, it is 
deceit; sheer deceit. The government of 
the day is very self-defeating, extremely 
unpatriotic and to say that their perfor-
mance is catastrophic is mild,” he further 
said.

Ayo Opadokun, a former secretary 
o f  Na t i o n a l  De m o c r a t i c  C o a l i t i o n 
(NADECO), said that Nigerians had been 
docile for so long and that as a result they 
had been taken for a ride by their leaders.

Warning Nigerians to refuse to be 
pawns in the hands of desperados in 

political offices, Opadokun said: “My 
submission is that we have been fooled 
for too long and it is high time Nigerians 
stopped their docility. Nigerians need to 
understand that no society will ever de-
velop having a docile people that do not 
ask any question.

“People must ask question; people must 
stand up to speak truth to power. People 
must stop engaging in this unprincipled, 
opportunistic collaboration with succes-
sive people in transient office. That is what 
has been happening to us and for which 
reason they have taken us for a ride.”

In a February 25, 2018 interview with a 
national daily, Ayo Adebanjo, elder states-
man, said the Buhari administration has 
performed poorly, adding that even those 
who supported Buhari in 2015 had come 
to that realization.

“His integrity is gone. He should know 
that, except those who are still ‘chopping’ 
(eating) under his government. All those 
who thought he had integrity have seen 
that none of it is there. When a man who 
has integrity authorizes his AGF to go 
and meet a criminal in a strange land and 
then reinstate that criminal…it’s a pity!” 
Adebanjo said.

“It is not in dispute that Nigeria and Ni-
gerians need a new intriguing third force in 
Nigerian politics as experience has shown 
that the two dominant political parties, 
namely, the ruling All Progressives Con-
gress (APC) and the People’s Democratic 
Party (PDP) that have each had a shot at 
the centre, have not only failed Nigerians 
woefully but marvelously considering the 
myriad of problems plaguing Nigeria,” Iyo-
ha John Darlington, conflict management 
and resolution expert and spokesperson 
of the Green Party of Nigeria (GPN), said 
in a December 2017 interview with Daily 
Trust.

Before now, many prominent Nigeri-
ans have been expressing similar senti-
ments. Many, including former President 
Olusegun Obasanjo, former military 
President Ibrahim Babangida, Nobel lau-
reate Wole Soyinka, Anthony Cardinal 
Okogie, emeritus Catholic Archbishop of 

Lagos, Rt. Revd. Emmanuel Chukwuma, 
Anglican Bishop of Enugu, among oth-
ers, have recently taken a swipe at the 
Buhari administration for its many failed 
promises, urging the president to perish 
the thought of gunning for reelection and 
retire peacefully at the expiration of his 
first term in 2019.

In June last year, at a news conference to 
mark his 58th birthday at the Holy Cross 
Cathedral in Lagos, the Catholic Archbish-
op of Lagos, Most Rev. Alfred Martins, said 
Nigerians were tired of promises given 
by the current APC-led government and 
wanted results.

Nigerians, he said, continued to face 
hard times despite government’s assur-
ances that the economy was gradually 
moving out of recession.

“The cost of living is very high; workers 
are being retrenched daily. Even some 
of those still working are not being paid, 
both in the public and private sector; the 
power sector is comatose. The effects of 
all these on the poor masses of this coun-
try can better be imagined,” Archbishop 
Martins said.

“We know efforts are being done to 
address all these, but Nigerians are tired 
of promises; they want to see results. In 
the past we have been given promises of 
palliatives being put in place to bring im-
mediate relief to the masses, but we are 
yet to feel the impact, or is this another 
case of policy somersault?” he said.

Even the People’s Democratic Party, the 
party whose 16 years at the helm of affairs 
in Aso Rock have often been described as 
the years of locusts and caterpillars, last 
December said Nigerians had become 
disillusioned over the failure of the Federal 
Government and the APC to deliver on 
their promises.

In a statement by Kola Ologbondiyan, 
its national publicity secretary, the PDP 
asked the ruling party not to issue any 
New Year message to Nigerians since 
they did not fulfill any of the promises 
contained in their previous messages 
since assumption of office.

“What else should Nigerians expect 

from a government that promised mas-
sive employments only to render 7.74 
million Nigerians jobless between 2016 
and September 2017; with combined un-
employment and underemployment rate 
hitting 40.0% as declared by the National 
Bureau of Statistics (NBS),” the PDP said.

“This is the same APC that promised 
to deliver Naira exchange at N1 to 1USD 
but ended up wrecking the currency 
from N160-N170 to a scandalous N350-
N400; the same party and its government 
promised to reduce the price of fuel only 
for it to rise from where the PDP left it at 
N86.50 to N300-N400 per litre. What 
do we expect from a government that 
so devastated the economy in 2017 that 
Nigerians were forced to turn to Ponzi 
schemes like the Mavrodi Mundial Move-
ment (MMM) for survival only for an 
estimated three million of them to lose 
about N18 billion in the process?” it said.

Amidst this litany of failed promises 
by not just the APC but the PDP and the 
political class as a whole, many Nigerians 
are craving for a new beginning.

Ogundana Michael Rotimi, in a column 
published in January 2018 said focusing 
and limiting the political spectrum to 
the APC and PDP is one of the reasons 
Nigerians have not realized that there are 
more than enough people in the society 
with the abilities to take the nation to a 
well-deserved height of greatness and 
excellence, but are not privileged because 
of the obsession with the APC and PDP.

“However, when we all, irrespective of 
differences, shift our attention beyond 
political parties and look beyond the pres-
ent dominant political structures, every 
candidate will have an equal opportunity 
to be elected,” Rotimi said.

He said that for far too long Nigerians’ 
leadership choices had been influenced by 
religion, ethnicity, political affiliations and 
the likes, which have consistently failed to 
deliver the results.

“But now is the time to focus on the 
capacity, competence and character of 
whosoever is willing and ready to govern 
us than on any of those criteria,” he said.

Continued from Page 1
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FRANK UZUEGBUNAM

Th e  C h i l d r e n ’ s 
Developmental 
Center, CDC, has 
launched the Dis-
ability Awareness 

Ribbon with the support 
of the Lagos state govern-
ment in commemoration in 
aid of the campaign for the 
Developmental Disability 
Awareness month.

At the launch in Lagos key 
stakeholders in the Non-
Governmental Organiza-
tions, NGOs space called for 
action by government at all 
levels to provide the neces-
sary support towards the 
upbringing of children with 
various forms of disabilities.

They also expressed deep 
concern about the future 
of children with disabilities 
in the country where there 
is no clear cut policy their 
growth support plan and 
engagement that will better 
their lives.

In her opening remarks, 
Yinka Akindayomi, service 
director at CDC said over 
the last twenty years has 
been both a service provider 
and in forefront of advocat-
ing for children and adults 
with development disabili-
ties and their families.

Akindayomi said in the 
course of the Centers inter-
vention it has realised that 
the inclusion of children and 

adults with any disabilities 
can only come through a 
joint effort.

She noted that there must 
be a harmonious and strong 
partnerships among stake-
holders for any society to 
grow, adding that one of the 
great benefits of working 
together is the inspiration 
and ideas that can result 
from unity, because people 
from different backgrounds 
and levels of experience can 
help in creating solutions 
to problems in the society 
especially where stigma is 

concerned.
“Personal boundaries 

are limits we set for our-
selves as individuals but 
when we work together, 
there is the motivation to 
push beyond those bound-
aries which yields results. 
Nigeria will be better if we 
work together, because 
unity maximises strengths 
and brings out the best in 
its citizens. This value of 
unity is regularly seen in 
sports, culture, entertain-
ment etc and we should 
endeavor to include in our 

everyday life, workplaces, 
homes and community at 
large”, she counseled.

In her remarks, Emman-
uella Otiono, educational 
consultant at Center Escolar 
Educational, emotionally 
spoke about discrimination 
against people with disabili-
ties, and advised that rather 
discourage them by attitude 
efforts should be made to 
identify those special talents 
in them to help them maxi-
mise their potentials.

Otiono said her center 
like similar others offers a 
continuum of services that 
meet the specialised needs 
of young people with intel-
lectual and developmental 
disabilities including those 
with autism or other autism 
spectrum disorders. 

“We help youth in all as-
pects of their lives so they 
can be successful at home 
and in school, with friends 
and family. We understand 
that no two young people 
are alike and consider a num-
ber of factors including their 
home environment, upbring-
ing and clinical history when 
creating Individualised Ser-
vice Plans” she said, adding 
that whether serving youth 
in foster care or providing 
supports in home and com-
munity settings, stakehold-
ers should also help youth 
with intellectual and devel-
opmental disabilities reach 
new heights. 

Yinka Akindayomi, service director, CDC

Abia flags off 2nd phase of 
school meal programme

FG extends search for dapchi girls 
to neighbouring countries

The Federal Govern-
ment says it has ex-
tendedN the ongo-
ing search for

the 110 girls who were 
abducted from the Govern-
ment Girls Science and Tech-
nical College (GGSTC), 
Dapchi, Yobe State, has been 
extended to the neighbour-
ing countries.

The Minister of Informa-
tion and Culture, Lai Mo-
hammed disclosed this in a 
statement issued in Abuja 
on Friday, saying that top 
military and security offi-
cials on Thursday travelled 
to the North-east as a mat-
ter of more urgency to the 
search, which has now been 
extended beyond the North-
east theatre.

The officials include the 
nation’s top military officer 
and Chief of Defence Staff, 
Gen. Abayomi Olonisakin; 
Chief of Naval Staff, Vice

Admiral Ibok-Ete Ekwe 
Ibas; Chief of Army Staff; Lt.-
Gen. Tukur Buratai and the 
Director-General of the De-
partment of State Services, 
Alhaji Lawal Daura.

They joined the Chief of 
Air Staff, Air Marshal Sadique 
Abubakar, who had earlier 
relocated to the North-east, 
as well as the National

Security Adviser (NSA), 
Maj.-Gen. Babagana Mon-
guno (Rtd), who has also 
visited the theatre.

He noted that the Federal 
Government had earlier re-
leased the names and other 
details of the 110 girls who 
have yet to be accounted for, 
following the attack on the 
GGSTC, Dapchi, Yobe State, 
on 19 Feb. 2018.

The panel set up by the 
Federal Government to 
unravel the circumstances 
surrounding the abduction 
of the girls was inaugurated 
on Thursday by the NSA, 
he said.

PWD: Stakeholders call for action 
against discrimination 

Group urges Buhari to prevail on NASS 
to drop bill duplicating Social Work Bill

A group of profes-
sional and trained 
S o c i a l  W o r k -
ers across Nige-

ria, Forum of Concerned 
Professional and Trained 
Social Workers in Nigeria 
(FCPTSWN), has petitioned 
President Muhammadu Bu-
hari to prevail on the Nation-
al Assembly, especially the 
House of Representatives, 
to stop further work on the 
bill introduced by Sylvester 
Ogbaga (Abakaliki/Izzi, Eb-
onyi State), saying it would 
be in conflict with Nigerian 
Council of Social Work bill.   

Copies of the petition 
were sent to the Office of 
the Vice President, Minister 
of Women Affairs and So-
cial Development, Director 
General, Department of 
State Service, Senate Presi-
dent, Speaker House of Rep-
resentatives, International 
Federation of Social Work-
ers, among others. 

Already, President Mu-
hammadu Buhari had few 
weeks ago refused to sign 
the Nigerian Council for So-
cial Work (Establishment) 
Bill 2017 earlier sent to him. 

The group in a statement 
made available to journal-
ists by its spokesperson, 
Musliudeen Adebayo noted 
that Nigerian Council for 
Social Work Bill which has 

OyiN AMiNU, Abuja been passed, when assent-
ed to by the President will 
serve as one of its major 
achievements saying “it 
will address various socio-
economic and political 
problems militating against 

the existence of Nigeria and 
its people”. 

While calling on Nigerians 
to support it in ensuring that 
“Nigerian Council of So-
cial Work (Establishment) 
Bill 2017” is signed by the 
President without further 
delay, FCPTSWN lamented 
that it was surprised that 
some elements under the 

guise of Institute of Social 
Work of Nigeria (ISWON) 
led by John Emaimo (execu-
tive director) and Eze Ifem 
(president) are sponsoring 
another bill “Chartered in-
stitute of social work prac-
titioners”, which is not only 
in conflict with the existing 
bill but tends to cause con-
fusion. 

L-R:  Rifkatu Swantha (registrar), Sani Maikudi, pro-chancellor; William Kumuyi, general superintendent of the 
Deeper Christian Life Ministry; Esther, Kumuyi’s wife, and Michael  Adikwu, vice-chancellor, during the conferment 
of an honorary Doctor of Science on Pastor Kumuyi by the University of Abuja, recently.

..as CDC unveils Disability Awareness Ribbon

AKiNREMi FEyisipO, ibadan 

UDOKA AGWU, Umuahia

Abia State gov-
ernment has 
flagged off its 
f r e e  s c h o o l 
feeding pro-

gramme to cover all primary 
school pupils in the state.

When the programme 
was initially launched in 
2016 in the state, it cov-
ered pupils from Primary 
1 to 3, thus making Abia 
the first state in the fed-
eration to do so; now it 
has been extended to Pri-
mary 4 to 6.

Governor Okezie Ikpea-
zu, while flagging off the pro-
gramme for Primary 4 to 6 at 
Ubakala Central School in 
Umuahia South LGA, com-
mended the Federal Gov-
ernment for looking the way 
of the vulnerable pupils and 
creating a platform to feed 
primary school pupils from 
1 to 3 years.

He said that his govern-
ment was desirous of en-
suring that pupils focused 
their attention on learning, 
pointing out that there was 
a relationship between well 
fed pupils and the capacity 
to learn while hungry pupils 
found it difficult to concen-
trate.

According to the gover-
nor, it was imperative to 
mainstream school feed-
ing as a policy of his gov-
ernment, adding that the 
government had opened 
u p  w a r e h o u s e s  i n  t h e 
three senatorial  zones 
where food items could 
be donated for the pro-
gramme.

He thanked his wife, Nke-
chi Ikpeazu and her team for 

sustaining the programme, 
noting that the programme 
had moved school enrol-
ment from 100,000 to over 
300,000.

The governor called on 
well-meaning Abians to 
donate towards the pro-
gramme.

The wife of the governor, 
whose office is coordinating 
the programme, expressed 
happiness with the achieve-
ment so far recorded and 
thanked all those who had 
supported the programme 
so far.

Earlier, the Programme 
Coordinator of the Abia 
Schools free meal pro-
gramme, Emeka Ahuruonye 
who disclosed that the pro-
gramme was designed to 
reduce hunger and enhance 
academic performance, not-
ed that Abia was the only 
state where all pupils in pri-
mary schools are served free 
lunch and lauded the tireless 
effort of the governor’s wife 
towards the success of the 
programme.

Also the Focal person 
o f  t h e  Ab i a  S o c i a l  Re -
investment Programme, 
Chinenye Nwogu hinted 
t h a t  t h e  s t a t e  e x p e n d s 
the sum of N176million 
monthly in feeding over 
300,000 primary school 
p u p i l s ,  a d d i n g  t h a t  t h e 
programme has impacted 
positively on the vulner-
able in society.

Chairman of the occa-
sion, Iyke Nwoke and the 
Umuahia South LGA chair-
man, Prince Obioma Eze 
Ogbulafor lauded the state 
for setting the pace in the 
school free meal programme 
and implored stakeholders 
to support the programme.
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ANIEFIOK UDONQUAK, Uyo

Enugu targets 30bn IGR to fund 2018 Budget

Th e  En u g u  St a t e 
government is tar-
geting N30billion 
to be raised as In-

ternally Generated Rev-
enue (IGR) this year.

The money would be 34 
percent of the total recur-
rent revenue expected this 
financial year to finance the 
state’s N103billion budget 
estimate.

Other expanded revenue 
base of the state is by up-
grading ICT infrastructure 
to bring all revenue gener-
ating MDAs into one plat-
form, Reviewing and updat-
ing relevant laws that will 
support a robust and trans-
parent revenue administra-
tion to realise the target 
of (N2,000,000,000) two 
billion Naira a month.

Eucharia Uche Offor, 
state commissioner for 
Finance, who announced 
this in Enugu while giving 
a breakdown of the state 
2018 Budget, said the ex-
pected Internally Gener-
ated Revenue of thirty bil-
lion represents an increase 

vices, which has been fully 
digitalised and automated 
through the e-payment 
mechanism, the Treasury 
Single Account (TSA).

She said that the adop-
tion of the e-payment sys-
tem has helped in plugging 
major avenues of revenue 
l e a k a g e ,  c o u p l e d  w i t h 
the state’s determination 

by 84.43percent from the 
N16,266,614,000 budget-
ed from the same source 
last year.

According to the com-
missioner, the drive would 
not affect the business en-
vironment, because the 
increase was hinged on 
the restructuring of the 
state Internal Revenue Ser- Akwa Ibom says it 

will soon begin the 
implementation 
of the report on 

the collapse of the Reigners 
Bible Church in which many 
people lost their lives.

Following the disaster 
which struck on December 
10, 2016 in Uyo,  Gover-
nor Udom Emmanuel con-
stituted a commission of 
inquiry to investigate the 
circumstances that led to 
the unfortunate incident and 
recommend measures to 
forestall future occurrence.

In  a statement made 
available to the media and 
signed by Charles Udoh, 
commissioner for informa-
tion and strategy, it said that 
the governor “has set-in-mo-
tion necessary machinery to 
implement the recommen-
dations of the report.”

According to the state-

to aggressively exploit 
other avenues of revenue 
generation that has been 
left untapped in the years 
past.

The commissioner said: 
“The Enugu State 2018 
budget titled Budget Of 
Su s t a i n a b l e  Ec o n o m i c 
Growth presented on De-
cember by the state gover-
nor,  Ifeanyi Ugwuanyi, was 
predicated on the national 
macro-economic variables 
such as Annual Inflation 
- 12.42percent, real GDP 
Growth - 4.8percent, oil 
production benchmark - 
2.3 million barrels per day, 
oil price benchmark - 45 
USD, NGN:USD Exchange 
rate - N305.”

She pointed out that 
the implementation of the 
budget would focus on im-
proving economic Growth 
through more investment 
in physical infrastructure 
and on the state ease of 
business index so as to pro-
vide enabling environment 
that will sustain the effort 
to make Enugu state a pre-
ferred destination for local 
and foreign investor among 
others.

 

Governor Abi-
ola Ajimobi of 
Oyo State has 
met with tra-
ditional rulers 

across the state. 
Ajimobi had invited the 

monarchs to keep them 
abreast of his scorecard, 
developments across the 
state and his future plans to 
sustain his administration’s 
transformation agenda.

Among the traditional 
rulers who attended and 
spoke at the event were 
the Alaafin of Oyo, Oba 
Lamidi Adeyemi and The 
Olubadan of Ibadanland, 
Oba Saliu Adetunji. 

Others included the 
Aseyin of Iseyin, Oba Rafiu 
Ad e k u n l e ;  El e r u w a  o f 
Eruwa, Oba Samuel Adeg-
bola; Onpetu of Ijeru, Oba 
Sunday Popoola and the 
representative of Soun of 
Ogbomoso, the Aare Ago 
of Ogbomosoland, Chief 
Sobalaje Otolorin.

Speaking at the parley, 
Ajimobi said that the meet-
ing was borne out of the 
need for him to carry the 
royal fathers along about 
the programmes and poli-
cies of his administration, 
giving their position as the 
custodian of culture and 
tradition and the closest to 
the people.

He also said part of his 
reasons for the meeting 

AKINrEmI FEyIsIpO, Ibadan 

was to appeal to the royal 
fathers to enlighten their 
subjects on the need to 
eschew thuggery, brigand-
age and violence before, 
during and after the local 
government scheduled for 
May 12. 

The governor said his 
administration had suc-
ceeded in restoring peace 
and security which had 
eluded the state prior to 
his administration through 
the establishment of a joint 
security outfit, codenamed 
‘’Operation Burst.’’

In a similar vein, he said 
that the administration 

also established a Security 
Trust Fund through which 
necessary equipment were 
regularly procured for the 
security outfits.

He said: “I have called 
this meeting to ensure that 
there is constant dialogue 
with you, our royal fathers 
and to intimate you with 
our developmental plans 
and goals. It is also to dis-
cuss our efforts so far at 
repositioning the state and 
to see what our state will 
be like in the next 25 years.

“I am happy to announce 
to you that Oyo State has 
been described as one of 

the safest states in Nigeria. 
We will therefore not want 
anything that will disrupt 
the pervading peace which 
we have been enjoying all 
these years.

“This is why I am appeal-
ing to our royal fathers to 
help us talk to your sub-
jects on the need to main-
tain peace, especially as 
elections into our local 
governments approach. 
We should realize that it 
is only in the atmosphere 
of peace that there can be 
development.’’           

He also reeled out his 
administration’s achieve-
ments in the areas of road 
construction, the establish-
ment of a technical univer-
sity which he described as 
the first of its kind in Nigeria, 
infrastructure, education, 
health and agriculture.

In his speech, Olubadan 
of Ibadanland, Oba Saliu Ad-
etunji said that the ‘unprec-
edented’ achievements of 
the Governor of Oyo State,  
Abiola Ajimobi, qualify him 
for another term in office 
were it not for constitution-
al impediment that restricts 
governors to two terms in 
office.

Similarly, the Alaafin of 
Oyo, Oba Lamidi Adeyemi, 
has expressed ‘surprise’ at 
the pace of road construc-
tions and other ongoing 
projects across the state, 
notwithstanding the per-
vading economic downturn 
in the country.

Ajimobi meets traditional rulers, want 
violence-free LG poll, present scorecard 

ment, the Attorney-General 
and Commissioner for Jus-
tice has been mandated to 
commence the process of 
taking appropriate actions 
against all persons found cul-
pable in the church’s building 
collapse.

“All cases of proven pro-
fessional negligence will be 
dealt with decisively within 
the ambit of the law,” the 
statement said.

It added that all verified 
outstanding bills for treat-
ment of victims in the vari-
ous hospitals in Uyo have 
been fully paid up by the 
state government.

While the state govern-
ment expressed  its profound 
appreciation for the support, 
understanding and patience 
demonstrated by the be-
reaved families, injured per-
sons and the public during 
the period of investigation, 
it extends its gratitude to 
the various hospitals and 
clinics in Uyo that promptly 
attended to victims.

??

Akwa Ibom begins 
implementation of report on 
Reigners Bible Church collapse

Eucharia Uche Offor, state commissioner for Finance

Hacey Health Initia-
tive, a non-gov-
ernmental devel-
opment organisa-

tion focused on improving 
health and productivity of 
Africans, has charge Nigeri-
ans to capitalise on the use 
of technology to educate 
young people about sexual 
and reproductive health.

The advice was given by 
Rhoda Robinson, director 
of gender and development 
programs, Hacey Health Ini-
tiative, during a session with 
journalists at the 2018 Social 
Media Week, held in Lagos.

The session explored 
various challenges young 
people face in accessing 
information on safe sex, use 
of contraception, menstrual 
hygiene and puberty as well 
as reporting of sexual vio-
lence.

“Because of the cultural 
and socio cultural barriers 
that exists currently in the 
society it is difficult for most 
parents to talk to their young 
people about sex or sexual 
reproductive health and it 
is also difficult for young 
people to ask questions 
about sex because they 
fear discrimination but with 
technology and social me-
dia, the young ones can get 
answers to these questions 
they seek,” Robinson said.

“We cannot ignore the 
fact that there are some 
young people who are al-
ready involved in sex. They 
need the information so we 
need to provide them the 
right information by leverag-
ing on technology to do this,” 

she added.
Speaking on the launch 

of the Tombey platform, she 
noted that the essence is to 
improve access to sexual 
and reproductive health ser-
vices to young people in the 
south west region in the 
country.

According to her, to break 
the socio cultural barrier 
that exists between young 
people and their parents 
discussing about sexual 
and reproductive heath, 
Hacey has launched two 
online platforms; Salvus and 
Tombey, to ensure young 
people get the right informa-
tion they need about their 
sexual health.

“Tomebe is a platform 
that has an SMS and phone 
enable options for young 
people to get information or 
talk to a skilled and trained 
peer educator about issues 
concerning their reproduc-
tive health or anything thing 
they are worried about that 
can impact their sexual re-
productive health,” Robin-
son further stated.

Speaking also during the 
session, Morenike Fajemisi, 
project lead, TECH4DEV, 
said “the social media helps 
to disseminate information. 
A lot of youths are on these 
platforms seeking answers 
to questions they have on 
sexual health. So technol-
ogy is a good channel to 
get information on sexual 
reproductive health out 
there.”

“The need for sexual edu-
cation in our modern age is 
undebatable and shouldn’t 
be a responsibility of parents 
alone but also corporate 
organisations as well as the 
government,” Fajemisi said.

 

SMW 2018: Hacey advocates 
effective use of technology for 
sexual health education

rEgIs ANUKwUOjI, Enugu

jOsEphINE OKOjIE

Ajimobi
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I will run a transparent administration, 
Cross River new APC boss pledges

Ne w l y  e l e c t e d 
Ch a i r m a n  o f 
the All Progres-
sives Congress 

(APC), John Etim John, has 
assured his party faithful 
that he would run a trans-
p a r e n t  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n 
that would put the party 
in the part of progress and 
growth with a view to win-
ning the governorship elec-
tions and all other election 
in the state.

Speaking at the party 
secretariat shortly after 
taking oath of office, the 
f o r m e r  Et u n g  C o u n c i l 
Chairman said the era of 
disloyalty to the party was 
over.

“Ladies and gentlemen, 
I greet you all; today is 
another epoch-making 
day in the history of APC 
Cross River State. Cou-
ple of days ago, precisely, 
Saturday, 24th February, 
2018 all of us were in this 
APC secretariat Calabar, 
where I was duly declared 
in a fiercely contested con-
gress and was announced 
as the winner of that con-
gress.

“Having scored 56 valid 
votes against my oppo-
n e n t ,  Ma t t h e w  Oj o n g 
Achibe, who scored 36 
votes and I was announced 
here as the state chairman 
of APC Cross River State 
chapter.

“Today as I said is anoth-
er epoch-making day hav-

ing been officially sworn 
in and having taken the 
oath of office as the State 
Chairman of APC Cross 
River State Chapter. In this 
address, my beloved, very 
amiable, very patience, 
dependable and reliable 
state executive officers 
of the party. Let me take 
this time to appreciate 
your goodness to me also 
the fact that you declared 
me, stood behind me dur-
ing the hard times of this 
struggle.”

“It has been a struggle of 
close to two years today, 
but we became winners of 
this tussle and decided that 
the national party having 
decided of this congress 
took hold that the new 
party chairman should 
emerge so that all tussles, 
all forms of problems, all 
bickering should stop,” he 
said.

“A lot of you in your 
numbers decided that I, 
Godwin Etim John should 

MIKE ABANG, Calabar

Firm accuses expatriates 
of disobeying court orders

We s t  A f r i c a 
V e n t u r e s 
(WAV) has 
accused Sea 

Trust Group (STG) of dis-
obeying court orders relat-
ing to its properties.

In a statement sent to 
BDSUNDAY, WAV alleged 
that”in spite of subsisting 
court order to maintain 
status quo placed on West 
Africa Ventures (WAV) 
and Sea Trust Group (STG) 
by the court in Nigeria , 
management of STG have 
gone ahead to forcefully 
take over the properties of 
WAV.”

WAV had gone to court 
to seek an order prevent-
ing STG, managed by ex-
patriates, from liquidating 
its assets and taking over 
its business in Nigeria and 
West Africa.

WAV says that STG was 
formed from the proceeds 
of WAV and its intent was 
to manage offshore invest-
ments while it manages 
local investments.

WAV alleges that STG, 
led by Fraser Moore,hired in 
2002 by Jacques Roomans, 
f o u n d e r  a n d  o w n e r  o f 
WAV/STG, allegedly at-
tempted to steal Jascon 
55 on Nigeria’s territorial 
waters in partnership of 
Iyke Ejizu and one Ikioda, 
a retired  rear admiral  of 
the Nigerian navy but were 
stopped by men of the Ni-
gerian Navy. This was after 
they had taken possession 
of four vessels outside Ni-

geria’s territorial waters 
namely Jascon25,Jascon 
28, Jascon 31 and Jascon 
34 which Fraser allegedly 
renamed Telford 25, 28,31 
and 34,with Telford based 
in Dubai,the name of the 
new company formed by 
Fraser and other expatri-
ates that left WAV/STG.

Fraser was once the chief 
operating officer and man-
aging director of WAV/STG 
as Jacques Roomans stayed 
behind as the chief execu-
tive officer but problem 
started when Fraser want-
ed to be the CEOO which 
Jacques prevented and led 
to the resignation of Fraser 
in 2016, WAV alleges.

Fraser was alleged to 
have instigated other ex-
patriates hired to resign, 
but not after luring Jacques 
into taking a $456 million 
bond, transfer his assets to 
a Trustee in Jersey named 
Anglo Saxon Trust (AST) 
and made him defaulted in 
the repayment of the bond 
by two months, though 
Jacques had paid $120 mil-
lion of the bonds face value 
by 2016,  through Graeme 
Pe n n y c o o k ,  t h e  a c t i n g 
COO appointed after Fra-
ser left.

Jacques  had hired Moore 
Fraser, Stephen Assiter, 
Graham Pennycook and 
other expatriates to over-
see WAV/STG businesses 
in Nigeria and West Africa.

But reacting, Fraser-led 
STG, now Telford, said 
there was no order prevent-
ing them from doing busi-
ness in Nigeria and West 
Africa.

take the lead and mantle 
of leadership to head this 
party to the next level, I 
so accept the decision I 
now made. I want to as-
sure us that by the special 
grace of God this party 
which has been like limp-
ing , which seems to be 
as if periwinkle kingdom 
where almost everybody 
have a crown and there 
is no respect for one an-
other, no authority.

“By the grace of God, we 
shall ensure the unity of 
this party, respect for one 
another and form a very 
strong force.  The symbol 
of our party is the broom, 
of course as you look at this 
broom if you remove just 
one of them and squeeze it, 
it will break. But in attempt 
to break this bunch you will 
be injured very badly. It 
behooves on us that with 
effect from today, every 
one of us in this office must 
put ourselves together as 
one.”

Oxford and Cambridge Club of Nigeria institutes scholarship

Th e  O x f o r d  a n d 
Cambridge Club 
(OCC) of Nige-
ria has partnered 

with the Cambridge Com-
m o n w e a l t h ,  Eu r o p e a n 
and International Trust 
(CCEI) to offer jointly-
funded scholarships for 
study at the University of 
Cambridge.

The OCC Nigeria Cam-
bridge Scholarships are 

targeted at postgradu-
ate students on one-year 
Masters Courses at the 
University.

According to the Club, 
the scholarship is aimed 
at supporting outstand-
ing students from Nigeria 
w h o  r e q u i r e  f i n a n c i a l 
support to pursue Mas-
ters Degrees at the Uni-
versity.

The Club noted that 

one scholarship may be 
awarded each year, if suf-
ficient funds are avail-
able. To be eligible for the 
scholarship, applicants 
are expected to be resi-
dent in Nigeria; must have 
applied  to the University 
by the normal procedure 
and by the published ap-
plication deadline, and be 
offered admission; and 
require financial assis-

tance in order to be able 
to study at the University. 
The scholarship is tenable 
at any College within the 
University.

Dammy Laoye was sup-
ported financially by the 
Club due to his outstand-
ing academic record.  He 
currently studies Human, 
Social and Political Sci-
ences at Cambridge Uni-
versity

John

ODINAKA ANUDU

led to Premium Steel and 
Mines Limited coming back 
to life with the huge invest-
ment by its new manage-

ment led by Prasnata Mishra 
as chief executive officer. It is 
also a source of excitement 
to the host community and 

AMCON gets commendations for role in reviving Delta Steel

The management of 
the Asset Manage-
ment Corporation 
of Nigeria (AM-
CON) has been 

commended for the sustained 
efforts of the corporation 
in the resuscitation of the 
former Delta Steel Company 
Limited, which has been re-
branded as Premium Steel 
and Mines Limited (PSML).

Ifeanyi Okowa, governor 
of Delta State, and Kayode 
Fayemi, minister of Solid Min-
erals, made the commenda-
tions at the formally commis-
sioning of the rejuvenated 
Premium Steel in Ovwian- 
Aladja, Delta State recently.

According to Okowa, “We 
must appreciate AMCON for 
the very important role they 
played in being able to resolve 
the issues that surrounded the 
company without which we 
would not be here today com-
missioning Premium Steel and 
Mines Limited, which was 
previously known as Delta 

Steel Company Limited.”
Speaking further, the gov-

ernor said that the pivotal 
role played by AMCON has 

L-R: Umar Murtala Sanda, of Asset Management Corporation of Nigeria (AMCON); Prasnata Mishra, 
chief executive officer, Premium Steel and Mines Limited; Okoronkwo Onwukwe who represented 
Ahmed Kuru, AMCON MD/CEO and Jude Nwauzor, head, corporate communications, AMCON at the 
commissioning of Premium Steel and Mines Limited in Ovwian-Aladja in Delta State…at the weekend

Delta State at large.
 “It is a day of joy for all of 

us, one that have brought 
excitement to the Udu com-
munity and the good people 
of Delta State. We thank 
God that this steel com-
pany, which was abandoned 
for many years is coming 
back to life to the economic 
benefit of our people, the 
government of Delta State 
and the nation at large. We 
must therefore continue to 
appreciate AMCON and 
the Minister of Solid Miner-
als for making this possible.”

In the same vein, Kayode 
Fayemi, the minister of Solid 
Minerals, represented by 
Ime Ekrikpo, acting director 
of Steel in the Ministry of 
Mines and Steel Develop-
ment, also commended AM-
CON and the new owners 
of Premium Steel and Mines 
Limited for bringing the 
company back on stream. 
“I thank AMCON and the 
resilience they showed in 

resolving all issues relating to 
Delta Steel, which eventually 
gave room for Premium Steel 
and Mines Limited to come 
onboard. We are willing to 
continue our partnership 
with AMCON and other 
relevant agencies of the gov-
ernment to revive as many 
ailing companies as possible, 
which would create millions 
of jobs for teaming youths in 
the country.”

In his address, Ahmed 
Kuru, managing director, 
AMCON, took the governor 
and the attendant crowd 
down memory lane as to 
how strategic AMCON was 
in facilitating the whole pro-
cess. Kuru who was repre-
sented by Mazi Okoronkwo 
Onwukwe said, “Your Excel-
lency, I cannot fully express 
how happy we are to have 
been part of this massive de-
velopment that will eternally 
change steel production nar-
rative and its allied industries 
in Nigeria.
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IDPs at Ohogua, during meal period.
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ties to citizens by the state gov-
ernment. These documents were 
not connected with the party’s 
proposed Anti-Grazing Bill to the 
State House of Assembly, the suit 
challenging the jurisdiction of the 
state legislators to amend the 
Local Government Electoral Law 
for the March 3, 2018 local gov-
ernment elections, money spent 
on the seemingly abandoned Be-
nin City storm water project, or 
how the recent heavy downpour 
wreaked havoc in parts of the 
Benin metropolis. Rather, they 
were documents showing how 
thousands of bags of rice and 
other relief materials donated 
by the Federal Government to 
address the food needs of the 
Internally Displaced Persons 
(IDPs) at Ohogua, Ovia North-
East Local Government Area 
were allegedly diverted.

Initially, the people seemed 
not perturbed by the documents, 
seeing that PDP had been in the 
habit of displaying documents 
accusing the state government 
of one misdemeanour or the oth-
er, some of which had turned out 
to be fictitious. But they became 
alarmed when it was disclosed 
that the documents concerned 
relief materials meant to allevi-
ate the perennial food shortages 
being experienced by the IDPs.

Orbih inundated his audience 
with letters from the authorities 
of the Nigeria Customs Service 
(NCS) dated November 10, 
2017, where the Federal Govern-
ment mandated the agency to 
donate perishable seized goods 
to the IDPs in the North-East un-
der phase six of the distribution.

The letter, signed by one Aza-
rema, A., an assistant comptrol-
ler-general (Headquarters), for 
Comptroller-General of Cus-
toms and addressed to the Exec-
utive Governor, Edo State Gov-
ernment, Government House, 
Benin, detailed allocation of 
relief materials by Customs from 
Eastern Marine Command, Port-
Harcourt to IDPs in Edo State; 
from Cross River, Akwa-Ibom 
Command to IDPs in Benin-City, 
and from Owerri to IDPs in Benin, 
Edo State.

The letters said it was in com-
pliance with the directives by 
President Muhammadu Buhari 
to the Comptroller-General of 
Customs, Hammed Ali, to do-
nate perishable seized goods by 
the Customs to the IDPs in the 
North-East under phase six of the 
distribution.

The materials allocated to Edo 
State under the phase six from 
Owerri to the IDPs in the state 
included 5,879 bags of 50kg rice, 
76 cartons of vegetable oil, 100 
sacks of used shoes and 20 pairs 
of used shoes. 862 bags of for-
eign rice came from Cross Rivers, 
Akwa Ibom Command, while 81 
bags of foreign rice came also 
from the Eastern Marine com-
mand, Port-Harcourt.

The letter added that materials 
from Owerri would be transport-

ed to the Benin IDPs camp by the 
Nigeria Customs Service, those 
from Cross Rivers, Akwa Ibom 
Command by the Nigeria Army 
Corps of Supply and Transport, 
and those from Eastern Marine 
Command, Port-Harcourt by the 
Nigeria Customs Service.

However, on February 2, 2018, 
the agency wrote another letter 
to the Edo State governor. Signed 
by the same Azarema, A. and 
titled ‘Letter of Appreciation/
Request for the relocation of 
relief items to IDP camp in Benin’, 
the letter read in part, “In line 
with the Presidential directive 
that all seized foods and other 
perishable items by the Customs 
be donated to the victims of the 
insurgency in the North-East, the 
National Logistics Committee 
(NLC), comprising of the Nigeria 
Customs Service, Nigerian Army, 
Nigerian Police Force, FRSC, 
NSCDC, NAFDAC, NTA, NAN 
and Red Cross have been dis-
tributing these items in Borno, 
Yobe, Adamawa and Edo States 
in phases.

“While other state govern-
ments have been paying for 
the cost of transporting the 
items from the various Customs 
warehouses to the IDP camps 
in their respective states, that 
of Edo State is being paid by the 
NCS, despite earlier requests to 
the Edo State Government to 
assist in such payments. It was 
therefore gratifying to know that 
this time around, His Excellency, 
the Governor of Edo State has 
graciously paid for the transpor-
tation of these donated relief 
items from various Customs 
warehouses to the Benin IDP 
camp.

“In line with the Presidential 
mandate given to the National 
Logistics Committee to hand 
over such relief items at the 
camp, the National Logistics 

Committee has therefore sched-
uled the second week of Febru-
ary 2018 to come to Benin and 
hand over the items to the IDPs. 
For this to be possible, the com-
mittee wishes to request His 
Excellency to further assist by 
directing the relocation of these 
items from the warehouse in 
the government house where 
they are stored to the Christian 
Homes for the Needy IDP camp, 
Benin to ease our handover 
process.

“The Comptroller-General of 
Customs and members of the 
National Logistics Committee 
appreciate the kind assistance 
of the Edo State Government for 
this gesture towards fellow Nige-
rians affected by the unfortunate 
activities of the insurgents in the 
North-East. Care for fellow Nige-
rians of other extractions such 
as this clearly demonstrated 
Nigeria’s unity in diversity.”

Edo government reacts
The PDP’s revelation, which 

caught the Edo State govern-
ment napping, not only exposed 
insensitivity in governance but 
also left the ruling party in the 
state grappling for reasons to 
defend its alleged actions.

First to react was Anselm Oje-

zua, Edo APC chairman, who ve-
hemently denied the allegation. 
He said that the opposition party 
was wallowing in falsehood with 
a view to scoring cheap points.

Crusoe Osagie, special adviser 
to the governor on media and 
communication strategy, in a 
statement to newsmen said the 
allegation of diversion of rice lev-
elled against the government by 
PDP in Edo was completely false. 

Osagie added that all the bags 
of rice and other items like shoes, 
apart from the ones that were 
damaged in storage before they 
were allocated, were distributed 
to the IDPs and other orphanage 
homes within the state.

He said the allegation was 
laughable and was designed by 
detractors to smear the image of 
a performing government.

“The Edo PDP has a rich history 
of diverting items meant for the 
less privileged and the state’s 
resources and its members think 
other people are like them. PDP’s 
allegation that out of the 6,822 
bags of rice meant for IDPs in 
Edo state, over 4,000 bags were 
diverted as only 2,101 bags were 
given to the IDPs is a figment of 
the imaginations of members of 
Edo PDP,” he said.

Osagie explained that the 
state government had made 
several donations to people in 
distress in the past and it was ir-
reconcilable that a known donor 
to humanitarian causes would 
divert items meant for IDPs.

He went further to release 
a roster showing how the re-
lief materials approved by the 
Federal Government for IDPs 
in the state were distributed. 
The roster indicated that out of 
6,821 bags of rice allocated to 
Edo State, the state received only 
4,639, while 2,182 bags were bad 
and unfit for consumption and so 
were not collected by the state 

government. 
Osagie said the figures could 

be verified from the Customs 
and the Nigerian Army who wit-
nessed the process of receiving 
the items.

“No single jar of vegetable oil 
was received because all of them 
were expired according to the 
dates marked on the containers 
by the manufacturers,” he said, 
urging Edo PDP to accord dis-
placed persons the respect and 
dignity they deserve and stop 
making them subjects of their 
concocted attention-seeking 
fable.

“On Christmas Eve, 24 Decem-
ber, 2017, IDP camp in Uhogua 
received 500 bags of rice. Also on 
Christmas Eve, 50 sacks of used 
shoes were given to the IDPs in 
Uhogua. Two weeks ago, IDP 
camp Uhogua received another 
2,101 bags of rice, which brings 
the total number of bags of rice 
received by the IDP camp in 
Uhogua to 2601,” Osagie said.

“Displaced people in Edo Cen-
tral, Edo North and orphanages 
received 1,421 bags of rice. The 
remaining 617 bags are in the 
state government’s warehouse. 
We also have about 36 sacks of 
used shoes in the store sched-
uled for distribution in the weeks 
ahead,” he added.

Osagie said aside from the 
IDP camp in Uhogua, there were 
displaced persons in Ilushi area in 
Edo Central, Ogbomerhe in Edo 
North and various orphanages 
across the state.

“Don’t you think it is only fair 
to ensure that all the displaced 
people across the state and not 
just in the IDP camp benefit 
from the rice donated to IDPs?” 
he asked.

He said the state government 
“would ordinarily not engage in 
this back and forth with the Edo 
PDP because we are certain that 
the Edo people they robbed blind 
are still mostly alive and present 
and they know full well who the 
bandits in Edo State are”, adding, 
however, that it was necessary to 
reassure Edo people with facts 
that the Obasski government 
does not possess the PDP’s traits 
of banditry and insensitivity to 
the plight of ordinary people”.

More questions than answers
But analysts are now asking 

the state government why it 
took so long after the first dis-
bursement of relief materials on 
December 24, 2017 to disburse 
the second batches and why it 
took the PDP’s blowing open 
the lid of the alleged diversion 
of materials to get clarification.

They are also asking whether 
the state government, in disburs-
ing the materials on December 
24, disclosed that the materials 
came from the Federal Govern-
ment. They want to know at 
what point the Edo government 
discovered that the rice and veg-
etable oil were bad or expired. 
Did the letters of allocation 
addressed to the state govern-
ment mention victims of flood 
disasters or orphanages, which 
the beneficiaries from Ilushi and 

Controversy over IDPs relief materials in Edo
Continued from page 1

The Edo PDP has a 
rich history of diverting 

items meant for the 
less privileged and the 
state’s resources and its 
members think other 
people are like them
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Ogbomerhe in Edo Central and 
Edo North fall into? Also, when 
the state government discov-
ered that the rice and vegetable 
oil were bad or expired, did it 
inform the authorities of the 
Nigerian Customs Service and 
National Logistic Committee? If 
all these questions were asked 
by the state government, what 
were the responses?

It should be noted that during 
the distribution of the relief ma-
terials by Edo State government 
on December 24, 2017, credit 
was never given to the Federal 
Government as the donor of the 
relief items. The news story 
written by Crusoe Osagie on 
the distribution was captioned 
‘Yuletide: Edo Government Cel-
ebrates with IDPs, Orphans, 
donates food items, footwear’.

The story said the Edo State 
government had donated food 
items and footwear worth mil-
lions of naira to IIDPs in Ohogua, 
Ovia North-East LGA of the state 
as well as food items to selected 
orphanages across Benin me-
tropolis.

It quoted Yakubu Gowon, 
special adviser to the governor 
on special  duties,  who pre-

sented the items to the IDPs 
in their camp, as saying, “The 
donation is to show the state 
governor’s love for his people 
and that he is committed to 
making them happy. This is to 
show that Edo government 
loves every citizen, irrespec-
tive of their social status. We 
know this is the season to show 
love. The governor says if he 
eats a spoonful of rice, people 
in the camp should eat two. And 
if he wears shoes, people here 
should also do same.”

It also quoted Magdalene 
Ohenhen, commissioner for 
women affairs and social devel-
opment, to have said the state 
government was committed to 
taking care of the IDPs, assuring 
that the donation of relief materi-
als by the Edo State government 
would be done on a continuous 
basis.

We were shortchanged – IDPs
When contacted, the coordi-

nator of Christian International 
Christian Centres for Mission, 
operator of the IDPs camp, de-
clined comments. But a reliable 
source close to the camp, who 
also raised eyebrows on the 
alleged diversion of the relief 

materials, noted that they were 
deprived of what the Federal 
Government gave them.

The source, who pleaded ano-
nymity, said security operatives, 
civil defence among others wit-
nessed the donation of the relief 
materials to the camp.

“Security operatives were at 
the camp to witness the distribu-
tion of the items to the IDP camp. 
Even when government officials 
were we trying to use EBS crew 
to suppress information, the 
security agencies told them 
that they should ensure that the 
media captured all the activities 
for public consumption. That 
almost caused problem between 
the security officials and those of 
government. The disagreement 
almost resulted to a brawl but 
the quick intervention of some 
persons saved the situation. It 
was very terrible. 

“Even in denying the alleged 
diversion of the relief materials, 
the government shot itself in the 
foot. They were written a letter 
since November, you were told 
to carry something straight to 
IDPs, you took these things and 
never told the IDPs and kept 
them from November till on 
February 8, 2018 when the giver 
now said they are coming to 
hand over. That is when you now 
rushed down 2,101 bags. 

“Also, you said you judiciously 
shared it with orphanages in Edo 
State. Was it meant for orphan-
ages in Edo State or the IDPs? 
They have shot themselves. And 
they equally said the rest got bad. 
If they got bad, did you inform the 
Nigerian Customs Service that 
the rice they gave you got bad? 
So these are the questions. 

“In an online news medium, it 
was quoted that an anonymous 
government official has told 
them that they shared it for APC 
politicians and even the one they 
said they gave us was the one 
kept for the next election,” said 
the source. 

It was also said that since Gov-
ernor Obaseki came into office 
as governor of the state, the 
authorities of the IDPs camp 
have written several letters to 
him highlighting their needs but 
he had never replied them.

Another source, who also 
spoke on the rice issue, said in 
spite of the shortfall in the distri-
bution of the relief materials to 
the IDPs, the items were yet to 
get to them.

“As I speak to you now, we 
are yet to officially take over the 
bags of rice. They (government 
officials) came on February 8, 
2018 in the night and dumped 
the bags of rice in our warehouse 
without properly handling them 
over to us. That is the reason we 
have not touched it because we 
have not been asked to.

“We do not want to be dragged 
into the controversy, but all we 
are saying is that they should 
give us what was approved for 
us without playing politics with 
it. If our pastor was to be around, 
maybe he would have allowed 
you to see the items. About 100 

bags of rice have already gone 
bad and they separated them 
from the good ones which they 
kept inside the store while the 
bad ones are kept outside.

“From the documents we re-
ceived from the Nigerian Cus-
toms Service, a total of 6,822 
bags of rice were approved for 
us at the camp but they have only 
brought 2,101 and because they 
have not officially handed us the 
material, we cannot ask about 
the whereabouts of the over 
4,000 bags remaining. 

“Again, the documents clearly 
stated that there are other items 
such as 76 cartons of vegetable 
oil, 100 sacks of used shoes and 
another 20 sacks of used shoes. 
We cannot really say much about 
the issue because we are afraid 
to be caught in crossfire because 
we need the goodwill of all for 
the camp to survive. The chil-
dren are much and we usually 
cook between eight and 10 bags 
of rice for a meal for the over 
1,500 inmates. So, we need the 
government to survive. The Edo 
State government has been very 
helpful and it is our hope to keep 
the good and cordial relationship 
going,” the source said.

Customs reacts
When contacted, Joseph At-

tah, image maker of NCS, said 
Governor Obaseki formally 
informed and appreciated the 
Comptroller-General of Cus-
toms of the receipt of the items 
and the subsequent distribu-
tion.

Attah also added that follow-
ing the complaints of short-
changing the IDPs camp of the 
items, the National Logistics 
Committee has concluded plans 
to send another batch of items 
to the camp and that the items 

would be sent to the camp soon.
On the alleged spoilt rice and 

expired vegetable oil,  Attah 
said the National Agency for 
Food and Drug Administration 
and Control (NAFDAC) was 
a member of the National Lo-
gistics Committee (NLC) that 
was saddled with the respon-
sibility of distributing relief 
materials to IDPs in the North-
East and had the responsibility 
to ascertain the suitability of 
p r o d u c t s  f o r  c o n s u m p t i o n , 
adding that there was no way 
the agency could allow the al-
location of spoilt and expired 
rice and vegetable oil.

He explained that the state 
government transported the 
materials to the state and stored 
them in its warehouse, saying he 
could not say whether the mate-
rials got spoilt in the warehouse 
or not. He queried why the state 
government would accept the 
materials in the first place if they 
had got spoilt before they were 
transported to the state.

Following, the weight of the 
PDP’s allegations, Edo State 
government mandated the com-
missioner, Edo State police com-
mand, Johnson Babatunde Ko-
kumo, to investigate the alleged 
diversion of rice.

It was, however, learnt that if 
the police were thorough and 
not biased in their investiga-
tion, some senior government 
officials may be indicted as they 
were involved in the distribu-
tion of rice to political allies and 
cronies during the last yuletide.

Meanwhile, analysts are pa-
tiently waiting to see how the 
raging verbal war between PDP 
and APC-led government over 
alleged diversion of relief materi-
als meant for IDPs will end.

Controversy over IDPs relief materials in Edo

Solomon Folorusho, coordinator of 
Ohogua IDPs camp

Dan Orbih. Edo state 
chairman of PDP



Brave. Fearless. Gallant. 
Legendary. Patriotic. 
Joseph O. G. Achuzia, 
e x - Ni g e r i a n  s o l d i e r 
and Biafran war com-

mander, who died on Monday, 
February 26, no doubt fits into 
all of the above epithets, even 
though they do not capture the 
full essence of the man. The trib-
utes that have been pouring in – 
and glowing tributes are in order 
for a man of Achuzia’s standing 
– perhaps tell a fuller story.

Oh a n e z e  Yo u t h s  C o u n c i l 
(OYC) described him as “a role 
model and a mentor to millions 
of Igbo youths and Biafrans” 
and “one of Biafra’s indomitable 
c o m m a n d e r s ”  w h o,  b e y o n d 
fighting “gallantly for Biafra 
during the civil war, especially 
a t  Og u t a ,  Ab a g a n a ,  Ok i g w e 
and Port Harcourt sectors of 
the war”, was a champion of the 
unity of the Igbo race.

Movement for the Actualisa-
tion of the Sovereign State of 
Biafra (MASSOB) called him 
“our leader, mentor and hero”, 
“the people’s general”, “a father, 
a motivator and a true Biafran 
leader”,  and “commander of 
commanders of Biafran Army” 
who “led Biafra commandos 
units to recapture many sectors 
that fell” to the enemy.

The Indigenous People of 
Biafra (IPOB) described him as 
“our icon, hero and great Biafran 
warrior of our time”, a man who 
“marched his footsteps on the 
hallowed soil of Biafra during his 
youthful days for the liberation 
and betterment of Biafra”, “an 
extraordinary and exceptional 
charismatic personality and fin-
est battle-field commander of 
towering repute” who, alongside 
“his wartime colleague Timothy 
Onwuatuegwu most represent-
ed the spirit of bravery and pat-
riotism which characterized the 
military campaign” that saved 
the Igbo from extermination.

“Col. Joe Achuzia will be re-
membered by history as one of 
the finest and bravest soldiers 
the world had ever seen. Though 
his exploits, as a soldier, were in 
a quickly forgotten war in black 
Africa, the magnitude of his ac-
complishments put in context 
r a n k s  a m o n g s t  t h e  g r e a t e s t 
military feats of the modern era,” 
IPOB said in a statement. 

“From his heroics in the fa-
mous Abagana sector victory 
over Murtala Mohammed, to his 
recapture of Owerri, Col. Achu-
zia left an indelible mark that 
will be acknowledged by every 
generation of Biafrans until the 
end of time. He is our icon and 
all-time hero,” it said. 

Ifeanyi Okowa , Delta State 
governor, called him “a brilliant 
and dedicated military officer 
w h o  s e r v e d  h i s  p e o p l e  s e l f -
lessly”, “one of the finest military 
officers of his generation”, a “pa-
triot and nationalist who has left 
behind an impressive legacy of 
discipline, honesty, integrity and 
hard work in military service”, 
“an illustrious and dedicated 

Achuzia: Requiem the gallant warlord
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elder statesman” and a man who 
“will be long remembered for his 
dedication and passion for a just 
and equitable society”.

Willie Obiano, Anambra State 
governor, who spoke through 
Tony Nnacheta ,  his commis-
sioner for information commu-
nication strategy, said Achuzia 
“was a man of service and deep 
convictions whose exploits in 
the sands of time can never be 
forgotten by our people, both 
young and old”, and described 
his death as a “monumental loss”.

Peter Obi, former governor 
of Anambra State, said he was 
one of those not afraid of their 
own voices.

G o d d y  U w a z u r i k e ,  p r e s i -
dent emeritus of Aka Ikenga , 
described him as a titanic leader 
who did not tolerate cowards and 
who was known to pull his gun on 
war deserters.

“He was such a fanatical lead-
er that his troops believed that 
bullets could not kill him. Indeed, 
bullets did not kill him. To the av-
erage Igbo person, Achuzia was 
a demon in battle. He could have 
run away at the end of the war, 
but he did not,” Uwazurike said.

Born in 1929, Achuzia , who 

had his maternal root at Ezza in 
Ebonyi State and paternal root 
at Asaba in Delta State, was a 
soldier in the Nigerian Army be-
fore the outbreak of hostilities in 
May 1967 following the declara-
tion of the Republic of Biafra. He 
thereafter fled to Eastern Nigeria 
and joined forces with Chukwue-
meka Odumegwu-Ojukwu, the 
Biafran leader. 

Achuzia’s heroic exploits in 
the 30-month civil war are the 
kind of stuff movies are made of. 
It was his fearlessness, bravery, 
and often suicidal exploits at 
warfronts that earned him the 
sobriquet Air Raid. He was also 
called Hannibal for leading suc-
cessful attacks against the Nige-
rian Army in Nsukka and Onitsha 
sectors.

An entry on him on Wikipedia 
says that after Biafran soldiers 
were forced to retreat across the 
River Niger Bridge into Onitsha 
on September 20, 1967, Achuzia 
was promoted to Major and given 
command of the Biafran 11th 
Battalion, responsible for defend-
ing the area between Atani and 
Ndoni from an imminent Nigerian 
attack. Achuzia’s 11th Battalion 
would eventually link up with 

the18th Battalion under Colonel 
Assam Nsudoh in a coordinated 
Pincer movement in which “the 
majority of the 5,000-man Ni-
gerian 2nd Division stationed in 
Onitsha were either massacred 
or taken prisoner by Achuzia’s 
men”. A combined team of the 
11th and 18th Battalions sta-
tioned in Onitsha successfully 
thwarted two separate counter-
attacks launched by the Nigerian 
2nd Division in the days following 
the Biafran assault. 

Achuzia was later given total 
control of the Biafran 11th Divi-
sion by Ojukwu and eventually 
transferred to Port Harcourt and 
made commander of all Biafran 
soldiers within the city. In the 
ensuing five-day heavy fighting, 
Port Harcourt airport and army 
barracks kept changing hands be-
tween Biafran and federal forces. 
Even when most Biafran troops 
had been pushed out of Port 
Harcourt into the surrounding 
areas, Achuzia stubbornly kept 
fighting and narrowly escaped 
death after almost being run over 
by an armoured car.

Achuzia commanded the Bia-
fran S Division for one week 
following a misunderstanding 
b etw ee n hi m a nd  Maj or  On -
wuatuegwu over control of the 
division. On January 9, 1970, 
Ojukwu officially placed all re-
maining Biafran soldiers under 
Achuzia’s command. Achuzia 
would eventually participate 
prominently in the reconciliation 
process that led to the end of the 
war, alongside Philip Effiong and 
other Biafran officers.

When the civil  war ended, 
he was imprisoned and later re-
leased. Thereafter, he officially 
retired from military activities. 
Outside the army, Achuzia re-
mained relevant in the Nige-
rian political space, fearlessly 
expressing his views on burning 
issues in the polity.

He was one of the few who 
openly identified with IPOB, 
even though he disagreed with 
the methods adopted by Nnamdi 
Kanu, the group’s leader. When 
in November 2015 former Presi-

d e n t  Ol u s e g u n  Ob a s a n j o  d e -
scribed pro-Biafra agitators as 
miscreants, Achuzia did not mince 
words in telling Obasanjo off, say-
ing he was a pot calling the kettle 
black.

“The issue of Biafra is some-
thing we can never forget, neither 
our children nor our great, great 
grandchildren after our time, 
because it is part of history,” he 
had said.

In an interview with Sunday 
Sun published on May 22, 2016, 
Achuzia said Nigeria had contin-
ued to wobble and had never got 
things right since after the first 
coup in 1966. 

“Democracy means a political 
arrangement by the people, for 
the people. In other words, there 
must be a concord or disagree-
ment between the led and the 
leaders. In this instance, since 
the 1966 coup took place and 
the military came on board, the 
military introduced a system of 
government where aspects of 
development are arrested and the 
majority of those being led are at 
the bottom. Within that system, it 
is the person at the top that gives 
the order. What he wants, with 
his cronies around him, is what 
takes place. But in a democracy, 
it is supposed to be the wishes of 
the people, and for democracy 
to work, the top hierarchy must 
be weak enough to derive its 
strength from the lower bottom, 
where the masses are. It is the 
wishes of the masses that make 
for democracy, not the autocracy 
of the person on top,” he had said.

And to those who keep saying 
Nigeria is indivisible, he had this 
to say, “No country is indivisible. 
If a country like Britain with four 
component parts – English, Welsh, 
Scottish and the Irish – can split 
after so many years, then that ar-
gument can’t stand... [I]t is only a 
fool-hardy person with a colonial 
mentality, and who wishes to re-
place the colonial master, that will 
be working under the mantle of an 
indivisible Nigeria.”

Besides mastery of war, Achu-
zia was also intellectual, one of 
the very few key players in the 
civil war who had the discipline 
to document the events as they 
saw it. His Requiem Biafra was 
among the earliest Nigeria/Bia-
fra civil war literature that I was 
exposed to, alongside Alexander 
Madiebo’s The Nigerian Revolu-
tion and the Biafran War, Adewale 
Ademoyega’s Why We Struck: 
The Story of the First Nigerian 
Coup, Frederick Forsyth’s Emeka, 
Ola Balogun’s The Tragic Years, 
Fola Oyewole’s Reluctant Rebel, 
among others.

Achuzia was a major stake-
holder in the traditional affairs 
of Asaba, having held the title of 
Ikemba Asaba, akin to that held 
by Ojukwu in his native Nnewi. 
He was also a good family man. 
“My father was the best dad ever. 
I was so sad when he gave up, and 
I can’t help it,” his son, Onyeka, 
said of him.

Achuzia died defending the 
Igbo cause and seeking for a just, 
equitable and fair Nigerian state. 
May his gallant soul find rest.
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He was such a fanatical 
leader that his troops be-

lieved that bullets could not 
kill him. Indeed, bullets did 
not kill him. To the average 
Igbo person, Achuzia was a 
demon in battle. He could 

have run away at the end of 
the war, but he did not



Why I’m sponsoring a Bill against 
hate speech - Senate Spokesperson

What is the essence of the bill 
prohibiting hate speeches?

The essence of the 
b i l l  i s  t o  p r o m o t e 
national cohesion 
and integration to 
outlaw unfair dis-

crimination, hate speeches and 
provide for the establishment of 
Independent National Commis-
sion for the Prohibition of Hate 
Speeches. Definitely, Nigeria 
has come at a crossroads be-
cause whether we like it or not, 
hate speeches have assumed a 
dimension that must be given 
all the necessary attention and 
must not be treated with kid’s 
glove.

It was due to hate speech 
that we had the genocide in 
Rwanda and ethnic inferno 
in Kenya and Bosnia and Her-
zegovina. It was due to hate 
speech that we have a very 
serious inferno in Kenya after 
their elections some years back. 
So, Nigeria has been grappling 
with this issue which suddenly 
had crept into our daily lexicon 
and to remove ambiguity as-
sociated with hate speech, and 
to ensure that everything that 
will amount to hate speech that 
can rock the very foundation of 
our existence is tackled. That is 
the essence of putting this Bill 
together.

Kenya has a similar commis-
sion. And you know the political 
experience of Kenya is similar to 
Nigeria’s and it is also a diverse 
country. That commission is 
stepping in and doing a very 
good job in toning down, es-
pecially after their last volatile 
crisis arising from the last elec-
tion where Raila Odinga was 
voted out. It led to loss of lives. 
And that is why you can see that 
despite the treasonable felony 
of Raila Odinga, the situation 
has remained calm. Thanks to 
the work of that commission.

Some have argued that the 
then opposition All Progres-
sives Congress (APC) effec-
tively deployed hate speech to 
remove Jonathan’s administra-
tion from office. How will you 
react to that?
Well, they are entitled to their 
own opinion. But for me, what 
I have seen is that hate speech 
abounds and everybody is guilty 
one way or the other because 
when you talk about some-
body saying something negative 
which hits at the very nerve of a 
person’s sensitivity and elicits 
a response that turns out to be 
very violent and unsettling the 
community, that is not fair. For 
example, there was an inferno in 
Kaduna last week and it started 
from exchanges, words they ut-
tered and from that altercation, 
even though there is a source of 

Politics

the crisis but the words that they 
uttered must have led to the 
level of fighting you saw where 
some people were killed. And 
definitely we cannot continue 
to allow that to happen.

Does this not amount to du-
plication since laws on defa-
mation of character and libel 
already exist?
Like I will continue to say in a 
democracy, everybody is en-
titled to his opinion. And this Bill 
came about from a very in-depth 
research that I have conducted 
personally. Arising from my 
worry over the spate of things 
I saw happening and I stumbled 
upon this idea because I was 
concerned.

Now defamation of charac-
ter will continue to be defama-
tion of character. It does not 
amount to hate speech. It is to 
say I am lying against you about 
saying something. But when 
you say hate speech, you are 
talking about something that 
appears to be deeply injurious 
to the psyche. It is offensive. 
Defamation may just be that I 
allege something against you 
and if that thing is proven not to 
be correct, then I have impugned 
on your character. And that hap-
pens between individuals and 
they are able to settle it out one 
way or the other.

Bu t  w h e n  y o u  s a y  h a t e 
speech, it turns out to have more 
of group action. Defamation of 
character does not lead to mob 
action. And when you talk about 
hate speech, it usually has to do 
with those things that are too 
sensitive to us: tribe, religion, 
grouping and so on. And I think 
that is why hate speech is in a 
different realm than defamation 
of character.

To me, it does not amount to 
duplication because the essence 
of the bill is that it has a lot of 
efforts at conciliation between 
groups. And today we know 
there are historical accounts of 
groups that feel very unfriendly 
to each other. And so one bad 
word coming from a particular 
group to another can elicit some 
of these historical sentiments. 
For example, you look at Fulani 
herdsmen, some people are say-
ing that this is a continuation of 
Sokoto Jihad. There is no fact 
there but by saying so, you are 
touching the nerve of so many 
people. It is better we have too 
much law dealing with a subject 
than to allow a gap that some 
people will just take and begin 
to decimate our people’s lives 
as if they don’t matter. Life mat-
ters and we must give it every 
seriousness it deserves.

Is the bill not another way of 
gagging the Press?
The bill attempts to look at is-
sues having to do with concili-
ation. There must be complaint 
by people. Theirs is to monitor 

and when they find people mak-
ing statements, they engage 
them and advise. The Bill  is 
not focusing on the punitive 
aspect because there are other 
laws that take care of punitive 
aspect. But this is to make sure 
that we have a body that deals 
with conciliation. Look at the 
beginning (of the bill) where it 
talks about discrimination to 
which the act applies. It talks 
about ethnic discrimination, 
hate speech, harassment on 
the basis of ethnicity, offence 
of ethnic or racist contempt, 
discrimination by way of vic-
timisation. So you can see it 
is specific. If you look at the 
functions of the commission, 
it is to facilitate and promote a 
harmonious peaceful co-exis-
tence within the people of all 
ethnic groups indigenous to 
Nigeria and more importantly to 
achieve this objective by ensur-
ing the elimination of all forms of 
hate speeches in Nigeria, and to 
advise the Government of the 
Federal Republic of Nigeria on 
all aspects thereof; promote the 
elimination of all forms of hate 
speeches against any person 
or ethnic group indigenous to 
Nigeria; discourage persons, 
institutions, political parties and 
associations from advocating or 
promoting discrimination or dis-
criminatory practices through 
the use of hate speeches; pro-
mote tolerance, understanding 
and acceptance of diversity in 
all aspects of national life and 
encourage full participation by 
all ethnic communities in social, 
economic, cultural and political 
life of other communities; pro-
mote arbitration, conciliation, 
mediation and similar forms of 
dispute resolution mechanisms 
in order to secure and enhance 

ethnic and racial harmony and 
peace.

So it is not as if they will wait. 
But when they see you coming 
up with what the legislation had 
tagged as hate speech, the com-
mission will approach you and 
begin to engage you do that you 
can tone down. Because you can 
achieve your objectives without 
necessarily being too hot with 
your words.

Will this bill not elicit the same 
outcry that greeted the anti-
social media bill?
Nobody has mentioned social 
media here.

Does this mean the bill does 
not apply to social media plat-
forms?
Like I said, the idea of what these 
people (in the commission) will 
do is when you are spreading 
hate speech, definitely they will 
engage you. They don’t have the 
power to stop you but their own 
is to engage so that as you come 
out to speak, they want you to 
be responsible enough to know 
that this is capable of leading the 
country on a path that nobody 
will ever want. After all, it is only 
when there is a country that you 
can claim to be a blogger except 
if you want to be a blogger feed-
ing on the blood of other people. 
I don’t think anybody will want 
to be a blogger in that manner.

So, it takes a sane society 
for you to operate sanely. Even 
the free speech you talk about, 
it takes a society that exists 
for you to say so. If it is a jungle 
where there is no law and order, 
can you go there and say you are 
speaking freely? You can’t. So, I 
don’t think the focus is on that. 
The focus is to look at people 
either group, or individuals or 
institutions taking actions that 
are capable of leading us to path 
of war. The idea is not to gag 
anybody.

What if the person continues 
despite engagement by the 
commission?
They have remediation process 
and if at the end of the day, 
somebody is trying to appear of-
fensive to government and you 
know it is capable of leading the 
country on a path of war, defi-
nitely the appropriate authority 
will have no option but to take 
those steps. But I don’t think the 
idea of this commission is to tell 
you what not to do. It is to ad-
vise, engage, dialogue and come 
to a reasonable and sound con-
clusion that we need to save our 
country. That is a responsible 
way to go because it means we 
are being proactive. We don’t 
have to wait until the damage is 
done before we realise that you 
should be engaged. 

Sabi Abdullahi

Senator Aliyu Sabi Abdullahi represents Niger North Senatorial District and chairman, Senate Committee on 
Media and Public Affairs. In this interview with OWEDE AGBAJILEKE, the All Progressives Congress (APC) lawmaker 
speaks on why he is sponsoring the Independent National Commission for Hate Speeches Bill. Excerpts:

But when 
you say hate 

speech, you are 
talking about 

something 
that appears 
to be deeply 

injurious to the 
psyche
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It was noticed that the com-
mittee went some extra miles 
to visit project sites during the 
process of budget defense, 
why was this necessary?

Ye s ,  y o u  k n o w  i n 
some states of the 
nation, you see a 
governor present-
ing the budget to-

day in the morning, and in the 
evening the budget is out. You 
begin to think of why that house 
of assembly is in a hurry to per-
form their functions, and which 
to us here, believing in leader-
ship of the house, it is a wrong 
method of getting the budget 
out. So we don’t allow govern-
ment at this level in Akwa Ibom 
state to just garbage in and 
garbage out with the budget. 
We really have to take out time 
based on the standing order of 
the house, which has empow-
ered every committee to carry 
out its own functions. In this 
case it is the committee of the 
finance and appropriation. The 
same standing order has given 
us the power to examine the 
past financial status of the state 
and also look into the new one. 
So part of our responsibility be-
fore we pass the budget is for us 
to look at what the government 
was able to do in the previous 
year. And if you want to do that, 
there is no way you can just get 
the budget today and the next 
day you send it out. When we 
received the budget in Akwa 
Ibom state house of assembly, 
we also appeal to the governor 
not to be in a hurry to get the 
budget out. We also take time to 
highlight our procedures in get-
ting the budget out back to the 
executives. And as a committee, 
we sat down and highlighted 
what was needed to be done. 
We needed to organise  public 
briefings which we invited all 
the commissioners, especially 
the commissioner for finance, 
commissioner for economic de-
velopment and other commis-
sioners and heads of Ministries, 
Departments and Agencies 
(MDAs)  to come and appear 
before us, and also invite stake-
holders including the press, 
labour leaders, labour unions, 
both organized ones. And when 
we do that, we now throw back 
the budget to members of the 
public; and even before that is 
done we had to send out copies 
from the house of assemble to 
members of the public because 
it is a public document. They 
will pick the document and look 
into it critically and also make 

Akpanusoh

their own analysis of the budget. 
When we finish at that level we 
now see  look all the committees 
in the house of assembly should 
liaise with their ministries that 
are doing their oversight func-
tions, give them like two to three 
weeks to do that  and also make 
their recommendation based 
on their analysis. If there is any 
project that should be repeated 
from the previous year budget, 
and also reconcile the proposed 
estimate. The committee will 
also advise them that when their 
MDAS are coming to appear be-
fore the committee on appropri-
ation, each of those committee 
members should always come 
with the heads of the MDAs to 
appear before the us because 
if any question arises in fact 
it is the chairman of the MDS 
that will even send the recom-
mendations to us, the ones they 
can handle and the ones they 
cannot handle they will send 
to use but the ones they can 
handle they will treat it at that 
level. When that is done we will 
set out a day that we will meet 
with the MDAs.  At that level, 
we will give them a template 
of what they should do. Part of 
what we normally ask them is 
to come with the total money 
released to them in the previ-
ous year’s budget and to inform 
the committee those important 
projects they have carried out in 
the previous year budget. And 
some of them at the course of 
preparation of this budget were 
unable to reconcile certain facts 

even to the house of assembly 
committee because we ask 
them to do a public presenta-
tion if there is any area they 
will love the committee to look 
into, in terms of adjustment and 
readjustment and reconciliation 
of the amount. That normally 
takes up to two or three days to 
finish. When that is done, we get 
into project monitoring that is 
going to construction sites and 
see what the government is do-
ing based on the new proposal. 
Because sometimes the govern-
ment can budget for instance 
for the house of assembly or for 
a particular road for instance 

Eket- Etinan road, you see that 
the project has been there since 
2015, and you see that the initial 
take off of that project could 
be for example N10 billion and 
after 2015/2016 you still see 
the government budgeting N10 
billion; you come to imagine 
whether proposing another N10 
billion means that there was no 
money paid in the previous year 
budget. And in 2016 you can also 
see them coming with the same 
amount of money and even till 
now. Am just using that as an ex-
ample. One of the importance of 
our going out to check is to meet 
with the contractors, to find 
out from them what amount 
of money they have received 
so far for the projects and also 
look at the date of completion 
and the extent of the job they 
have done already; if they said 
that they have received 60 per-
cent already, that will mean that 
there is no reason for coming 
back for another N10 billion. 
That means that the proposed 
amount for that project ought 
to be reduced, except maybe 
there was some level of varia-
tion that the government has 
made, and even that variation, 
we have to check to ensure that 
it got the approval of the house 
of assembly. When we engage 
them at that level, if we discover 
that there was supposed to be 
a reduction in the project bud-
geting the committee will take 
note of it and will do what we 
call mark off section, we will use 
that interactive session with the 

contractors and the commis-
sioners to fix an new budget for 
the project for the current year.

 G o v e r n m e n t  s o m e t i m e s 
c o m e s  u p  w i t h  r e p e a t e d 
amount yearly, have you been 
able to confront the executive 
with this observation?
Very well, that is why when 
we see some of the items we 
don’t even need to consult the 
government, we know that it 
is wrong, so we just take it out 
of the budget or sometimes we 
just put a zero allocation there. 
For instance there was a project 
they did called e-governance, 
which was like N160 million in 
the budget.  In the course of our 
oversight, I invited the contrac-
tor to come here with the letter 
of award. And in the current 
year I saw that government has 
also proposed N360 million for 
it, so I called the commissioner 
for science and technology 
to come and explain why the 
contract that was awarded  
at a cost of N150 million and 
was proposed for N160 million 
in the previous year, why he 
should it  come up with another 
N450 million. If you check the 
report you will see that I had to 
reduce it to the balance of the 
previous year budget that is 
N10 million, in case there was 
any logistics that they needed 
to do. I said you don’t have to 
come back with that amount 
of money again for that subject 
matter. I don’t need to inform 
the governor that I have taken 
that decision. The ones that 
we know for instance projects 
that have to do with private / 
public partnership, sometimes 
the government would want to 
do some preliminary arrange-
ment; assuming they proposed 
maybe like N1 billion and I will 
ask a question: why do you need 
up to one billion naira for only 
preliminary arrangement? Let’s 
have an engagement with the 
private partner to know what 
actually is the arrangement 
for him to accommodate the 
government interest? Maybe 
sometimes it is dependent on 
compensation. And if you have 
a large span of land, you don’t 
need to pay money for the build-
ing, you only need to pay money 
for maybe crops for compen-
sation to those people so you 
don’t need that much amount 
of money. So when we look at 
it, we give it back to them to 
reduce it even to the lowest 
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before passage of appropriation bill’
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USORO AKPANUSOH is the chairman, Akwa Ibom State House of Assembly committee on appropriation and finance. A member of the Peoples Democratic 
Party (PDP) representing Esit Eket/Ibeno state constituency, in this interview with a select group of journalists in his office in Uyo, the state capital, he 
explained how government’s expenditure is scrutinised, the funding for the controversial lodge in Lagos owned by the state government and the fate 
of the Ibom multispecialty hospital, among other issues. Excerpts:
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minimum possible before we could col-
lect it for consideration. It is very tedious; 
you know we have up to 60 or 70 MDAs 
and we have to sit down and look at 
those projects, especially because these 
are totally capital projects, the recurring 
expenditures is something like salaries, 
allowances, so you may not really have 
to examine much but even at that you 
have to give it to the head of service to 
furnish us with the salary structures so 
that we can look at the recurrent to know 
how much they have been proposed 
for. If they are saying that we are paying 
about N 6.7 billion salaries, that means 
that our budget outline should flow on 
that recurrent structures along that line. 
So instead of you are paying like N6, 7, 8 
million, you bring about N30 million that 
means that there is something wrong. So 
we look at it very well and also make our 
own recommendations.

One of the projects visited was the 
Akwa Ibom  lodge in Lagos; it was a 
controversial  project, how relevant is 
that project and why did your commit-
tee approve money for it?          
If you followed us to Lagos, you would 
agree with me that government needs 
that structure, because the one we have 
is as old as Nigeria itself. That area in Ikeja 
is so flooded and it has turned to a com-
mercial area, and if you see that property 
by yourself you will even advise govern-
ment not to enter there. In fact that 
place has been occupied by miscreants 
because of the status of the structure. 
One reason is that when you are talking 
about industrialization, government can-
not build industries, it is private partners 
that can come and build industries for 
them to be able to run; and most times 
these private partners are not from 
here.  You can agree with me that now 
we have security challenges, and before 
you can embark on a journey you have 
to know what is the security situation 
in that area? Every state government in 
Nigeria owns a lodge in Lagos just as they 
own a lodge in Abuja, why is it so? One 
of the reasons is that it is a place where 
government can host their guest whether 
they are outside or within the country. If 
for instance you want to have a meeting 
with some groups of people in Lagos, the 
cost of coming to Uyo might be more 
expensive than that of one person going 
to meet them in Lagos, so government 
is also looking at reducing the amount 
of money spent.  Why we even went 
back to Lagos lodge is that sometimes 
last year some people went out with 
some placards that Akwa Ibom people 
protested that government should not 
have used N10 billion to construct the 
Lagos lodge; you are aware. And that was 
a wrong information. I even had to come 
up with a press release, saying that N10 
billion was not the amount for the Lagos 
lodge, rather it was the total amount of 
money during supplementary budget for 
a particular MDAs. Not only for Lagos 
lodge. It was a sum a total, and prominent 
among the projects for that supplemen-
tary budget was the Lagos lodge. We 
now said look, to prevent the event of 
people running down government, even 
at the expense of the committee on ap-
propriation, we had to go to Lagos. Why 
do we go to lagos? To see actually what 
the government is doing, because the 

executive did not come out with any 
statement about the size of the project. 
When we got to Lagos, we went to the 
old site and asked question: why do we 
build this one? They said the government 
of Akwa Ibom state under the leadership 
of Godswill Akpabio acquired that land 
many years ago and people started en-
croaching on that land, and it is possible 
for anybody to take over that land from 
the government of Akwa nIbom state 
because the governor will not be able to 
go there every day to check whether the 
land is still there or not. And at the same 
time in order to remove that perception 
that we needed N10 billion to build that 
lodge, when we had our interface with 
the contractor.  I asked him how much 
was the project, the contractor said that 
it was N2.1 billion. And you can see the 
project by yourself, a duplex building with 
offices, guest houses, swimming pool, 
and even the boys’ quarters for staff. We 
also carried out our own personal inves-
tigation, trying to get our own evaluation 
of the project; and including furnishing of 
the house. If you look at the cost of build-
ing materials now in Nigeria, comparing 
with the magnitude of that project that 
we saw, there was no way we could not 
have appropriated money for that proj-
ect to be done. And also know that only 
N1.2 billion was appropriated for the 
project as at the time people were saying 
that it was N10 billion. It is only this year 
that we have appropriated more because 
the project is about N2.1 billion, so we 
have appropriated another one billion 
naira for the completion of the project. 
Government could to have paid the 
contractor because there was no money 
appropriated for. One thing I can assure 
you is that I have also been carrying out 
my own independent investigation con-
cerning who is the governor of the state, 
and I have noticed that he has a financial 
knowledge of ‘if you do this that will be 
wrong and if you do that that will also be 
right.’  One is that I checked the imple-
mentation of all the MDAs and I have not 
seen one that has been implemented that 
was not appropriated for in the budget.

During the course of your inspection 
of the previous year’s projects, and 
cross checking what was proposed for 

the projects , I want to believe you  dis-
covered some discrepancies on some 
projects that were repeated, and some 
money was save as you were able to cut 
down on some repeated projects. How 
much has the committee been able to 
save for the state so far?
You know sometimes it is not the money 
that they spent but the proposal, because 
it is only one or two that got up to 60 or 70 
percent of the total proposed estimate. 
Now when we sat at the committee of 
the appropriation defense, well others 
have earlier came up with so much of 
requests for augmentation, in fact the 
judiciary came up with N4 billion  aug-
mentation to service liabilities; And they 
wrote to us. Other MDAs also did. The 
new ministry of manpower labor headed 
by Ibanga Akpabio also did; we had to 
remove votes from the head of service   
domiciled there so that we can give it to 
the new ministry. We would have saved 
almost like N30 billion, this N30 billion 
may not be saved for the purposes of be-
ing re-proposed in the new year budget. 
What we do is that for those areas that 
people came up with requests for aug-
mentation, instead of bringing additional 
to the budget size, we save and augment 

it internally. Like in terms of ministry 
of works, we have saved at least N15 
billion, then we augment it with other 
areas that needed to be augmented for; 
the ministries, the MDAs and all of that. 
Why we are doing so is that if we did not 
do that, if we bring additional N30 bil-
lion to add to the budget size, we would 
have had almost N750 billion proposed 
for 2018, so we saved and augment it. 
What we do is that during public hearing, 
a lot of people complained about social 
sectors which includes the education, 
health, and in fact inter- ministerial is also 
part of social sector because it provides 
infrastructures to social sectors like reha-
bilitation of schools and health facilities. 
I can remember that we added 4 billion 
naira to education, another 4 billion 
naira to health, another 4 billion naira to 
inter- ministerial, and other areas, I may 
not be able to mention here because it 
is all documented. We did that because 
we based our decision in the public 
opinion, that government needs to pay 
the newly recruited nurses, they need to 
pay bursary against the backdrop that it 
has not being doing that in the past years. 
Even though we have a free and com-
pulsory education in the state it is not at 
the university level.  So the government 
still needs to provide assistance to our 
students at the university level.

About that hospital, we just learnt 
recently that equipment worth half a 
billion naira had been carted away, I 
don’t know if your committee can do 
anything about it.
 I wrote to the commissioner for health, 
to send to us the memoranda that was en-
tered with Cadiocare management team, 
and the list of items that was handed 
over to him. It might not be under my 
committee; I am going to make a report, 
send it to the appropriate committee of 
the house which is committee for health. 
The document has just been sent to me. I 
have also written to Cadiocare manage-
ment to come to this office with the list of 
those items they took over from the state 
government and the list of the ones they 
handed over to the state government 
when their business could not continue. 
They should also give us their oral state-
ment of the matter, and they replied to 
me that they are willing to come, and that 
they will send those lists to us as soon as 
possible. We have our procedures, we are 
not going to use any stick to beat anyone 
to bring us documents; by the time we 
write our second letter we will find out 
any reasons why they are delaying and 
if they refuse to come, then we will take 
it to the floor of the house of assembly 
for the house to issue a subpoena. And 
the house of assembly can issue a sub-
poena for arrest of anybody; even if you 
are abroad we can send an interpol for 
your arrest and send to Akwa Ibom to 
answer for your errors. I may not be able 
to conclude specifically that items worth 
that sum was carted away by Cadiocare 
until when we hear from both sides, then 
we will be able to say this is our position. 
So we will carry out our investigation 
and come out with recommendations. If 
there were some items they took away 
we will recommend that they should 
bring them back and if they cannot, then 
we will sum it up and say this is how much 
you are owing us, the government has 
a way of retrieving money from them if 
they still want to be in business. 

You know 
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not the money 
that they spent 
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Military men in politics and their loyalists have ruined Nigeria - Opadokun
Ayo Opadokun, former secretary of National Democratic Coalition (NADECO), and the convener of the Coalition of Democrats for Electoral Reforms (CODER), was a 
staunch supporter of President Muhammadu Buhari in 2015. According to him, he sacrificed his resources mobilising for Buhari for the presidential election at 
that time. Now, he seems not happy with the performance of the administration so far. In this interview with ZEBULON AGOMUO, Editor, Opadokun highlights 
areas of his disappointment, noting that the involvement of military men in the nation’s politics has done Nigeria more harm than good. Excerpts:

Politics is in the air, and 
everybody is talking 
about elections in 
2019. But how would 
you describe the state 

of Nigeria today? And people 
normally say good old days; 
do you think Nigeria will ever 
return to good days from where 
we are now?
I am afraid that in the present 
circumstance, if the situation re-
mains as it is today, the possibility 
is very remote. First, the interven-
tion of the Nigerian Army, the 
politicians in the military, who 
did not think through the project 
they executed on 15the January 
1966, has actually arrested the 
growth and development of 
the nation and having regard to 
the lifestyle of the military after 
the avoidable three-year civil 
war they foisted on Nigeria. The 
military has totally subverted 
the national ethos, national prin-
ciples and ideals so much that 
anything goes.

Any country that has no prin-
ciple, no ideals, no national value 
and no ethos will have difficulty 
in progressing. Progress and 
development can only come 
when ethos, principles ideas are 
adhered to.

They are the foundations upon 
which socio-economic services 
will be constructed those are the 
superstructure upon which you 
can build these other things; but 
the military has subverted that.

Let me make it clear, one of the 
greatest evil that the military has 
infested Nigeria with is that it is 
possible for you to use the force 
of arms to capture what does not 
belong to you and use the force 
of arms to hold it permanently till 
tomorrow. And that has corroded 
the totality of the fabric of the 
nation. Young men today are not 
willing really to do any hard work 
today before they become rich; 
even those who are not educated 
or they have good education, the 
next day, they want to ride in a 
Jeep, and not that they possess 
the means and competence to 
achieve but because they know 
one military man in political of-
fice who will use them as conduit 
pipes to siphon public funds and 
become rich overnight. So, that’s 
why they have abandoned the 
mainstay of the Nigeria economy 
which is agriculture and came 
into term carrying brief cases 
for doing no job. That has really 
affected us and the hope that we 
had was the so-called political 
independence has been totally 
eroded and subverted Nigeria’s 
progress and development that 
we witnessed for about five 
years immediately after the de-
parture of the British has been 
rested and that’s why we have 
stunted growth. In fact, we are 
now under developing. That’s my 
reading of the state of the nation.

Now, what do you think Nigeria 
can do, in specific terms, to re-
turn to the pathway of growth 
and development?

Before I answer your question, 
let me make this position clear. 
Nigerians should stop being puns 
in the hands of military generals. 
Agreed that they governed Nige-
ria for a long period; and so they 
have so militarised the civilian 
populace to some extent and be-
cause they have been in power, it 
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is the culture of military that when 
they capture any given territory 
or space; anything within that 
geographical space or territory is 
regarded as part of spoils of war.

So, you and I, including our 
national endowments and indi-
vidual endowments are part of 
spoils of war. In the process, they 
have been in charge and they had 
held us down.

To make matters worse, each 
time we force them to go back to 
the barracks, they have always 
gone back to the barracks on 
their own terms; going away with 
the loots and all the ill-gotten 
things so much that because of 
their prolonged stay in political 
offices, they planted their sur-
rogates, their confederates, their 
sympathisers and their loyalists 
in most of the significant offices 
in Nigeria to do their bidding 
even while they are not actively 
in office. That’s the reason Nigeria 
cannot progress. We should stop 
deceiving ourselves.

Almost 95 percent of the so-
called political operators and 
actors of today are products of 
these military acculturation- 
military sympathisers, surrogates 
and confederates- So, they know 
nothing more than what their 
mentors have brought into the 
lime light. In fact, it becomes wor-
risome the way they behave; it is 
as if what the military has done 
is acceptable by the generality 
of our people; so they take it for 
granted it is a given situation. 
That’s why they quarrel; it is part 
of the disappointing thing that 
President Buhari would imagine 
that they have settled the matter 
of Nigeria’s nationhood during 
the civil war; and all that he could 
remember is that we are too 
hasty. It is as if all the illegal things 
they have done; all the pervasions 
that the military has brought into 
office by sheer force of arms, they 
imagine that they are acceptable 
to the Nigerian populace and they 
are legal; whereas they are not.

Now come to this General 
Obasanjo’s letter to President Bu-
hari, I want to say it loud and clear; 
only a non-sufficiently-thinking 
member of our society will be 
excited with that letter and the 
reply that emanated from Presi-
dent Buhari’s government. Why 
is it 20? We should remember 
that in 1982 General Obasanjo 
wrote a trenchant letter to presi-
dent Shagari and that produced 
Buhari; when he was no more in 
tune with what Buhari was doing 
in 1985 he wrote another letter; 
that produced General Baban-
gida. When Babangida became 
what he became and ‘Maradonic’, 
Obasanjo wrote him a stinker 
that he has perverted everything 
and that he has bribed everybody; 
General Babangida has to step 
aside and you know the conse-
quence of that; Shonekan was 
arranged and choreographed into 
office for Abacha to take over. 
General Obasanjo rather than 
write a letter this time, he went 
to deliver a trenchant lecture in 
Kaduna against Abacha; Abacha 
did not waste time to pick him 
up and sentenced him to death. 
But it was later commuted into 
life imprisonment. When Abacha 
suddenly expired, the military, 
particularly, General Aliyu Gusau 
and Babangida succeeded in lob-
bying and persuading General 
Abdulsalami to release Obasanjo.

Thinking that having gone 
through that harrowing experi-
ence and having been the head 
of state and then going to the 
gallows, he would be amenable 
to them, they foisted Obasanjo 
on us and when he tried third term 
and it didn’t work, sickness could 
not allow Yar’Adua to mature, he 
was already getting very uncom-
fortable with him. You know what 
he wrote in 2013 to Jonathan?

The question is, the govern-
ment that all these his letters 
have produced, did they improve 
the lots of the Nigerian people? 
Certainly No. It is like the rule of 
the Animal farm. You remove 
one tyrant another tyrant takes 
over; why the pigs will say ‘O, 
Animal farm, animal farm, never 

through me shall thou come to 
harm,’ whereas all they are busy 
doing is to harm Nigeria. It should 
be clear to all of us that the Army, 
having tasted honey- political 
office- has not behaved like the 
patriotic military in other parts 
of the world. Unlike what goes 
on elsewhere, here, they have 
taken Nigeria as part of the spoil 
of war; we have been conquered 
as a people. That’s why Major 
General Chris Alli (rtd)  in his book 
‘The Federal Republic of Nigerian 
Army: The Siege of a Nation’ actu-
ally describes the situation we 
find ourselves.

On November 2, last year, the 
Department of Political Science, 
University of Lagos, invited me 
to be the guest speaker. They 
x-rayed 50 years of military inter-
vention in the Nigerian politics. 
I gave sufficient explanations as 
to how we arrived at where we 
are now. Each nationality has 
been living in its own territory 
for several thousands of years 
before the British colonialists 
came. They used the superior 
force of the arms they had to 
force us to surrender and forced 
the coupling together of different, 
diverse ethnic nationalities. That 
was why the only thing that could 
provide some measure of staying 
together was the federal consti-
tutional arrangement. The fed-
eral constitutional arrangement 
pre-supposes the existence of a 
heterogeneous people- people 
with diverse culture, folklore, 
tradition, custom, artifact, lan-
guage and everything. But a fed-
eral constitutional arrangement 
provides free reign for all these. 
So, it is unity in diversity. But that 
was what the military, as soon as 
they came, abrogated, subverted 
and suspended, and substituted it 

with their own decree; a unitary, cen-
tralised law which in accordance with 
the military organogram, a pyramid 
kind of arrangement in which the com-
mander-in-chief sits atop of the pyra-
mid and bellows down authority that 
must be obeyed by everybody. That’s 
what we have been going through. So, 
what this has created, coupled with 
the avoidable foisted four-year civil 
war, the consequence has been that 
institutionalised understanding among 
the different ethnic nationalities have 
been subverted. So, there arose open 
and acute injustice, unfairness, inequity 
down the line that has created up till 
today mutual suspicion, mutual misun-
derstanding, lack of cohesion leading 
to political instability in the country. 
That is what has happened to us. So, 
this military has parceled out the Ni-
geria’s commonwealth among them-
selves. So when Obasanjo writes that 
a letter, Buhari replies and Babangida 
throws his own, they are merely using 
us as puns. So, I am advising Nigerians 
not to get themselves involved in this 
macabre dance. It has always created 
unpleasant consequences for us. For 
Nigerians to understand that we have 
been fooled for so long a time, did 
Obasanjo mention anything about na-
tional restructuring in his letter? All that 
the people are asking for is because of 
the suspension and abrogation of the 
constitutional arrangement. Let us go 
back to that. When we had it, there 
was fairness; there was equity; there 
was justice for all. Nobody could just 
come up and do whatever he wanted 
to anyone. My submission therefore is 
that we have been fooled for too long 
and it is high time Nigerians stopped 
their docility. It is because we have 
been extremely docile; not protecting 
our rights that the military has suc-
ceeded in misusing the instrument of 
coercion purchased with our hard-earn 
tax to intimidate us. Nigerians need to 
understand that no society will ever 
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develop having a docile people that 
do not ask any question. People must 
ask question; people must stand up 
to speak truth to power. People must 
stop engaging in this unprincipled, op-
portunistic collaboration with succes-
sive people in transient office. That is 
what has been happening to us and for 
which reason they have taken us for a 
ride. I am not the type that throws away 
the baby with the bath water. Equally, I 
am not in the business of attacking the 
messenger or the message because of 
the messenger. If there is a message, 
try to get it and forget the messenger. 
Marshall McLuhan theory about Mass 
Media says ‘The medium is the mes-
sage’. What he was trying to say is that 
if you have a good message but you 
use a non-credible medium to pass it; 
a greater part of the message can be 
lost in the process. Yes, Obasanjo may 
not be the right fellow to talk authorita-
tively on the number of things he talked 
about. For instance, I wonder whether 
he was sleeping when he talked about 
the economy. Were we not in Nigeria 
when he governed Nigeria? He was so 
lucky, I think it was a war situation in 
one of the Arab countries that pushed 
up oil price up to 130, 140 dollars per 
barrel and he had so much money at 
that time. What did he do with the Ni-
gerian economy; what improvement 
did he bring? What employment did 
he generate? He is now talking about 
unemployment; what employment 
did he generate. There’s one thing he 
said he wanted to do when he came, 
whether it was something for the 
needy. He gave to Tony Anenih, his Man 
Friday, then minister of works, over 
N9billion. Where was that money and 
where is the account of expenditure 
and achievements with that huge 
amount of money? Obasanjo on his 
own admitted spending $16billion on 
power supply; how many megawatts 
did he add until he left office? Unfairly 
to Nigerians; they are now construct-
ing the independent power project 
solely on the supply of gas from the Ni-
ger Delta region. By the time, perhaps, 
the construction is about finishing; the 
Avengers would blow up the project. 
A country forcefully being assessed at 
180 million people; I don’t believe so; 
because I know it is a totally fabricated 
figure that they are throwing up.

Are we more or less?

We are far less. You see that one clearly 
from the number of people they claim 
has registered for election. You see 
the indication when they will tell you 
that they registered 70 million; 80 
million during elections; most times 
the totality of people that voted will 
not be up to 15 million; it is left for you 
know that they lied. A situation where 
some elements who have overstayed 
or over-governed Nigeria use religion 
to tell you that there are some places 
enumerators cannot see the people; 
the enumerators will just be told the 
number they must write of those in 
such places. That is what is done in 
Nigeria. This reality has dawned on us. 
Nigeria has been living a lie; we have 
been a lying, false nation; telling the 
world that we are a Federal Republic 
of Nigeria when we have been gov-
erned by unitary governments; centrist 
government since January 15, 1966 
when the Army struck. There’s nothing 
federal again in this country since then 
and they keep on pretending.

How would you describe Nigeria in 
the last two-and-half years?

When it comes to the matter of cor-
ruption; I will tell you that the major 
reason why I, by the grace of God, 
worked and mobilised people very 
much for Buhari in 2015 was what I 
thought I knew of him as a military 
head of state as a disciplined man. And 
when the thing was for change to fight 
corruption to a standstill before cor-

ruption kills us, I devoted all the 
grace that God has given to me 
to mobilise nationwide to vote 
for him. He has done fairly okay 
in fighting corruption but there 
are unfortunate developments 
that put stain on his fight against 
corruption. I refuse to accept this 
idea of selective prosecution. 
And I am confounded about the 
developments in his government.

He cannot defend what hap-
pened in the case of Babachir La-
wal; there’s no defence and even 
up till now President Buhari and 
his presidency cannot respond 
to how Maina of the Pension 
scheme found himself in office 
as director, to the extent that his 
own attorney-general went to 
meet Maina in Dubai. That spoke 
volume of the rot in the govern-
ment, and that was impactful.

Then I became extremely wor-
ried, disturbed and disappointed 
when President Buhari sent the 
name of Magu to the Senate to 
be confirmed as chairman of 
the EFCC, another arm of the 
presidency called DSS, sent a ri-
diculous, false statement against 
Magu to the Senate that was 
looking for a way to hang Magu, 
and up till today Magu has been 
left there being mocked. That 
suggested quite frankly that the 
President Buhari that we knew 
has not been in charge of the 
presidency again. He is presiding 
over a divided presidency. And 
quite a number of other things 
have been happening that cannot 
be explained.

Come to think of it, I never 
imagined that it will come in 
my life time that the Nigerian 
security and intelligence will fail 
abysmally and will pretentiously 
not to be able to deter herdsmen 
from killing and exterminating 
communities from their land 
and taking over their land and 
the Nigerian state has failed to 
be able stop it and stamp it out 
completely inspite of the loud 
promises made by President 
Buhari. I even wonder why the 
Nigerian presidency has led itself 
to be so distrusted when his own 
minister of defence, his own 
interior (internal affairs) and 
the Inspector-General of Police 
claimed that the events in Taraba, 
Benue, Nasarawa and Adamawa 
were communal clashes. Ordi-
narily, if there is sense of justice, 
equity and fairness; in this age, 
if there was nothing behind it; if 
there was nothing more to it; if 
there were no personal interests 
residing in the Nigerian security 
and intelligence and the presi-
dency, all those ones ought to 
have been retired immediately 
to assure Nigerians that we are 
still together.

But come to think of it how 
will that happen when you have 
a Nigerian security council where 
the president who presides over 
is from Katsina; the director of 
state security is from Katsina, 
and you also now have the newly 
appointed director-general of 
National Intelligence Agency also 
from Katsina. With all these, how 
can other people from other parts 
of the country be assured that 
they are safe?

But despite your misgivings over 
the state of affairs under the cur-
rent government, your friend, 
Bola Ahmed Tinubu, is bent on 
giving his support for the return 
of President Buhari in 2019?

Yes, Asiwaju is a politician.

But can’t he see what you are 
seeing or are you the only person 

seeing what you have said now?

I said Asiwaju is a politician and he 
is playing politics.

Playing politics on the graves of 
Nigerians as it were?
Whatever it is, you can make 
up your mind and Nigerians can 
make up their minds on that. 
Those of us who are political ac-
tivists we knew what we suffered 
before God used us to bring about 
the current political space which 
they are misusing. We didn’t get 
here on a platter of gold. Some of 
us lost their sweat; some lost their 
blood; some lost their property 
and some lost their liberty and 
some even lost their lives in the 
process. But the current political 
operators were busy, hand-in-
glove, with the military; so they 
don’t know where the shoe is 
pinching us. I don’t want to talk 
about what other people think 
or are doing; they are politicians 
and for them they must play poli-
tics. Since the Army came, they 
have done too much damage to 
the psyche and the understand-
ing of ordinary Nigerians. When 
political parties are ideologically 
bankrupt and deficient as they are 
in Nigeria today, there is no ethos, 
no binding which all members of 
the party, both the officials and 
the rank and file hold on to, which 
they present to the public as 
their manifesto, then you’ve lost 
it. That’s the situation. I ask the 
question, is election the most im-
portant thing to Nigerians today? 
The answer is No. And I say that 
without any fear of contradiction 
and with all sense of responsibil-
ity. How many elections have 
taken place since 1999; what 
improvements have they brought 
on Nigerians? The right thing must 
be done first. The right thing is for 
us to rearrange this place. Since 
the military struck, they have un-
wisely and selfishly balkanised Ni-
geria to satisfy themselves, their 
acolytes, surrogates, sympathis-
ers, and even their concubines. 
The consequence has been that 
we now have a lopsided, skewed 
national structure which will 
make it impossible for any mean-
ingful governance to take place 
by subverting the very essence of 
the constitutional arrangement. 
What they have done to us is to 
totally put a lid on the possibility 
of progress and development of 
our people.

In 1976, that’s part of the nega-
tive legacy of the Army under 
Obasanjo. He set up Ibrahim 
Dasuki panel on local govern-
ment reform; we were supposed 
to be a federal on a federal con-
stitutional arrangement. Local 
government is supposed to be 
local. The essence of the peculiar 
nature of the local culture; tradi-
tion, custom, artifacts, etc, ought 
to influence what happens in the 
local governments. The report of 
the Ibrahim Dasuki commission 
of inquiry – the white paper, is 
what Nigeria is implementing till 
tomorrow. It centralised the local 
government system so that what 
happens in Njikoka in Anambra 
State, Igboland, is what will hap-
pen in Nguru in Yobe State or 
somewhere in Kano or Zamfara 
State or anywhere else.

What happens in Mushin in 
Lagos State is what must happen 
in Dutse in Jigawa State. And the 
salaries are supposed to be the 
same when the endowments 
in each area are quite different. 
You unitarised everything; you 
centrialised everything. Nobody 
really could think out of the box. 
And because in the process, the 

military, as they were assuming 
office appropriated all the major 
means of earning income which 
the regions had; they have appro-
priated all of them to the central 
government.

Everybody must kowtow to 
the Federal Government. It has 
become Father Christmas. So, 
nobody is doing anything; nobody 
is thinking out of the box as how 
to generate funds now to run the 
wasteful administrative struc-
ture the military has created for 
Nigeria. For more than 14 years 
now, Nigeria is spending about 
80 percent of its total earning on 
recurrent expenditure. How can 
you develop in such a situation? 
I must tell you in the final analysis 
why people like us are sad and 
we are warning Nigerians to stop 
serving as puns in the hands of 
these military people. The military 
intervention has held us down 
and Nigeria has remained a great-
est disappointment to the black 
race. God has created a place, 
which the military forcedly came 
to package together for their own 
selfish interest. Nigeria was sup-
posed to provide leadership for 
the black world; we have failed 
because we have remained a gi-
ant with feet of clay. We cannot 
govern ourselves. A country of 
this large size; we cannot even 
provide 5000 mega watts of 
electricity; today we are told by 
the ministry of power in their re-
lease that they have 2000MW of 
power which they cannot trans-
mit because their transmission 
lines do not have the capacity. 
South Africa that is less than one 
third of our population has 40,000 
(forty thousand) mega watts and 
is still counting. So, all the money 
that the military made from crude 
oil – because for about 25 years 
we have been exporting crude oil 
averagely at 2 million barrels per 
day – because you know some-
times it can get to up to 2.4; 2.5 2.6 
million barrels; so that’s why I say 
averagely we have been export-
ing 2million barrels of oil per day 
at an average price of $100 (one 
hundred dollars); multiply that 
and see what it is.

America today remains the 
biggest economy; if America to-
day decides to spend $10 billion 
(ten billion dollar) on any subject 
matter, you will see result; but 
have we seen any result from 
the huge amount of money that 
has accrued to Nigeria over the 
years?

Obasanjo spent 16billion dol-
lars, and Yar’Adua after about 
nine months spent about 8billion 
dollars. Jonathan spent virtually 

about 8-10 billion dollars also; 
where is the evidence of these 
huge expenditures on us? Infra-
structure has totally decayed; go 
to Ghana, the meagre resources 
they have they spend wisely; go 
and see what is happening there. 
These characters who have sto-
len our money are the ones still 
in office and dictating the pace.

They must always play poli-
tics, they don’t have a second 
address; no matter what, they 
must play politics. That’s why it 
is important for us to tell them 
enough is enough.

I believe you are a member of 
the Southern Elders’ Forum 
(SEF). The group is insisting   on 
the restructuring of the country 
before the next election; how 
possible is that?

I have refused to be part of 
anyone. I believe it is a wise reso-
lution that they have; I support 
that resolution; I believe that 
it is unwise to go in for another 
election without restructuring 
this polity. I say this polity re-
mains warped, skewed, and very 
lopsided and it is the foundation 
of the pervasions that are being 
witnessed in the country; so elec-
tions will not solve that. Look, the 
late Chief Justice Dahiru Musda-
pher in his lecture at the birthday 
of Alani Bankole said Nigeria was 
more divided today than it was in 
1960. You are not doing anything 
about that; all you want to go and 
do is to go and dance your maca-
bre dance about election and say 
you have won.

How does that excite people? 
How does that make people to 
be interested in what you are 
doing? There’s too much decep-
tion here.

So, I support their position and 
that is the position of many zones 
of the country including the 
Middle Belt. We must do some-
thing; we are putting the cart 
before the horse. Nigerians must 
agree; they must have a common 
agreement as to the template 
for our mutual co-existence. Let 
them sit down and ask one ques-
tion divided into two – Do you 
want to be a Nigerian? (perhaps, 
because of the long period of 
relationship the response could 
be yes, then you must answer the 
second question – what should 
be the terms; what should be the 
modus operandi; what should be 
the rule of engagement? It is when 
we have been able to answer that, 
then we can write our own home-
grown constitution; autonomous 
constitution; we don’t have one.
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Less than a year from now, 
Nigerians would once again 
have the opportunity to 

exercise their constitutionally 
derived powers to choose and 
remove their leaders. 

Taking into account the large 
turnout recorded across the 
country in the ongoing INEC 
(Independent National Electoral 
Commission) Continuous Voter 
Registration exercise, it is clear 
that Nigerians are determined 
now more than ever to remove 
underperformed leaders and 
replace them with more credible 
and competent individuals.

Politicians and their political 
parties, on the other hand, are 
not relenting in their efforts to 
remain in power as they are doing 
everything within their reach to 
retain the goodwill and trust of 
the people ahead of the coming 
elections. The All Progressives 
Congress (APC), still wanting to 
be the party to beat at the polls 
next year, has started making 
fresh moves that indicate how 
committed it is to that end.

For it to achieve that under 
normal circumstances, it would 
only have to fulfil the promises 
it made to Nigerians earlier by 
tackling the issues facing the 
country, some of which include 
ensuring the peace and stability 
of the nation by looking into re-
structuring, and also protecting 
lives and property by curbing the 
excesses of Fulani herdsmen and 

Last Tuesday in Makurdi, 
the Benue State capital, 
there was a gathering at 

the state house of assembly. 
It was an inquisition into an is-
sue that should ordinarily not 
throw up any dust.

An exercise had been con-
ducted by the state govern-
ment that threw up a num-
ber of very shocking details 
about government payroll and 
there was concerted effort to 
distract from the facts that 
emerged.

Essentially, a committee set 
up by the state government 
investigated salary payment 
details between June 2015 
and April 2017 and uncovered 
a fraud of N3.7billion. Of the 
N3.7billion, dead pensioners 
were said to have collected 
N619.6 million, N1.4 billion 
went to some workers in 60 
MDAs illegally while other 
forms of payroll misappropria-
tions made up the balance.

For a state like Benue that 
relies considerably on federal 
allocation, these numbers and 
discoveries were scandalous 
and would not have bubbled 
to the surface were it not that 
the Samuel Ortom led admin-

APC in fresh ‘winning’ moves as 2019 beckons

Who is against accountability in Benue?
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Boko Haram insurgents.
Looking back, the APC in-

deed had a rough start. Having 
been ushered into power with 
heightened expectations from 
Nigerians, the party was under 
pressure to deliver as quickly as 
possible. However, things were 
not going to be rosy as the APC 
government began to complain 
as soon as it got into power that 
it inherited a faulty government 
from the People’s Democratic 
Party (PDP). In fact, when the 
new government came in, Presi-
dent Muhammadu Buhari even 
declared that Nigeria was broke.

But as a party that promised 
change and presented itself in 
2015 as one that had brought 
hope to Nigerians, it remains a 
fact that the APC has not done 
much in delivering its campaign 
promises, except for the very 
little progress made so far in the 
fight against corruption, even 

istration mustered the courage 
to set up the committee that 
probed the payroll.

An interesting aspect of 
the audit was the technology 
behind the entire process. A 
software, Remita , designed 
by an indigenous company 
was at the heart of the effort. 
As expected, the response of 
those that benefitted from the 
wanton fraud was to indict the 
software for the loss of their 
“cash cow.” This hoard of face-
less individuals went to town 
with the tale that Remita had 
removed names of legitimate 
workers from the payroll; a 
clear case of falsehood. But the 
problem of payroll manipula-
tion is not purely a Benue prob-
lem.  Other states in Nigeria 
have faced the same ordeal.

The Bayelsa state govern-
ment had to even set up a 
special court to address payroll 
fraud.  In the case of Bayelsa, 
fraud valued at N322million 
was discovered in local gov-
ernment payroll in 2016. Some 
4,204 workers were impli-
cated.

Other states including Ka-
duna, Sokoto, and Kano have 
also experienced their fair 
share of all sorts of issues with 
payroll. In particular, a Kaduna 

though many still perceive the 
anti-corruption fight as biased 
and lopsided.

In an attempt to portray their 
displeasure and disappointment 
towards the recent state of things 
in the country, many have re-
garded this government as a joke.

“What do you say about a situ-
ation where the national budget 
got missing as soon as the APC 
government took charge, rats 
taking over the office of the 
president who kept travelling 
every now and then, snakes swal-
lowing money, monkeys stealing 
money and dead people being 
appointed into top positions in 
Federal Government agencies 
and parastatals? It all seems to 
me like a joke,” observed a con-
cerned Nigerian. 

That the APC enjoyed a great 
deal of goodwill from the Nige-
rian electorate in 2015 is not in 
doubt. Unfortunately, that does 

State Pension Bureau consult-
ant was indicted for smuggling 
names into the pension payroll 
and had charted away over 
N 38million in undeserved 
pension benefits by mid 2017. 
Some 9, 768 ghost workers 
were removed from the payroll 
in the Kaduna state for crimes 
committed between 2007 and 
2013.

On 25, May 2017, Sokoto 

not seem to be the case this time 
around as the APC is fast losing 
its popularity amongst Nigerians 
as a result of what can be seen 
as the party’s wrong decisions 
in confronting Nigeria’s many 
problems, the most crucial being 
the incessant calls to revisit Nige-
ria’s structure. However, with the 
turn of events recently, the party 
seems to be realizing its faults 
gradually and has obviously gone 
back to the drawing board to 
strategize and plan ahead.

In a bid to save what is left 
of the fast diminishing support 
it got from Nigerians, the APC, 
having perhaps realised that 
being unyielding to the calls for 
restructuring would do it more 
harm than good, has, ahead of 
2019, rescinded its earlier posi-
tion on restructuring by coming 
out to debunk anti-restructuring 
statements credited to party 
members.

“The whole idea on restructur-
ing is anchored on the desire to 
have more efficient government 
and to bring governance closer to 
the people and put people in con-
trol of their lives,” Bolaji Abdullah, 
APC national publicity secretary, 
was recently quoted as saying.

“These individual positions 
don’t reflect the position of the 
party. What determines the posi-
tion of the party is what is con-
tained in the party’s manifesto. 
The government is produced by 
the party; therefore, the party 
takes responsibility for everything 
the government does,” he said.

state government under the 
leadership of Aminu Tambuwal 
said it has expunged 13,415 
ghost names from the payroll 
of its 23 local councils; a few 
months later, the government 
of Kano uncovered payroll 
fraud valued at N12.7million. 
This is a recurring decimal 
a c r o s s  Ni g e r i a ,  e s p e c i a l l y 
where there is no political will 
to weed out the perpetuators.

Although this move by the 
APC might seem to many as op-
portunistic, it is also true that it 
is coming at a time when positive 
change is craved. Ever since the 
outpouring of agitators from all 
over the country clamouring for 
self-determination, top on the 
lips of well-meaning Nigerians 
has been the call for restructuring.

It may yet play in APC’s favour 
that, having clamped down on 
such calls in the past, it suddenly 
had a change of heart when it 
set up a committee to look into it 
restructuring. The committee has 
since submitted its findings and 
resolutions to party leaders. Key 
parts of the resolutions made by 
the APC’s committee on restructur-
ing include resource control, state 
policing, and state court of appeal.

If implemented, the recom-
mendations would devolve more 
powers to the states which would 
then have more sovereignty and 
control over their affairs.

This move by the APC in finally 
harkening to the calls for restruc-
turing has been so far greeted 
well by Nigerians and is really 
commendable, but analysts say 
the party only needs to be hon-
est in its dealings and hurriedly 
implement the resolutions of the 
committee before the year runs 
out. Failure to do this, analysts 
say, may portray the party as a 
gathering of political desperados 
and opportunists who just want 
to impress in order to get the sup-
port of the people ahead of the 
2019 general elections.
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In the case of Benue, the 
investigative committee re-
moved from the payroll em-
ployees that got into the sys-
tem through the backdoor, and 
demoted those that had been 
promoted without requisite 
professional and academic 
qualifications based on various 
illegal service schemes.  The 
cleaned data, reviewed and ap-
proved by the Commissioner 
for Finance, was used for salary 
payment in January 2018 and 
all hell broke loose.

As the committee sat in 
Makurdi, on the morning of 
27, February the damaging 
falsehood that the operators of 
the indigenous software that 
helped stop the fraud were 
to blame for changes in the 
payroll were still making the 
rounds. These rumours which 
were calculated to distract 
from the real issues were sadly 
adopted by some individuals. 
But the vast majority of Nige-
rians know that this is a blatant 
lie. They know that is just a case 
of corruption making a desper-
ate effort to perpetuate itself.

Olachene, a public affairs analyst, 
wrote from Makurdi, Benue State.

MOsEs OlAchENE



What played out on 
the floor of the 
H o u s e  o f  Re p -
resentatives on 

Th u r s d a y,  1 s t  Ma r c h ,  2 0 1 8 
became so evident that it’s no 
more business as usual, with 
the reawakening of the Lower 
Chamber and indeed the Na-
tional Assembly, which serves 
a s  n e r v e s  o f  d e m o c r a c y,  t o 
bring about the drastic para-
digm shift into governance in 
Nigeria . I  was so much con-
cerned that the passionate de-
bate which engulfed the Lower 
Chamber through the sectoral 
platform would have provided 
both arms of government to 
restrategise and reach a conclu-
sion on how best to get Nigeria 
out of the deepened economic 
recession without much ado 
and theoretical postulations 
t h a t  t h e  e c o n o m y  i s  g r o w -
i n g  w i t h o u t  c o m m e n s u r a t e 
result on heightening jobless-
ness and poverty in the land. 
As observed by some of the 
Legislators who spoke during 
the prolonged debate on the 
boycott of the sectoral debate 
on Ajaokuta Steel Company 
Limited, located in Kogi State, 
millions of jobs are locked up 
at the upstream, mid-stream 
and downstream of the mas-
sive steel technology based 
industry which has been in co-
matose over the past 35 years. 
One wonders who counsels 
the power that be to contin-
ue frustrating an assets that 
could lift the country into star-
dom overnight? This parochial 
and unpatriotic attitude must 

change and it must be now! Of 
course, I got the hint from the 
grapevine on Wednesday (eve 
of the sectoral debate) night 
that both Ministers supervis-
ing Federal Ministry of Solid 
Minerals would not be coming 
and prompt response of the 
amiable and patriotic Speaker 
Yakubu Dogara , who has in 
recent times warm himself into 
my heart, through some of his 
fearless and strategic exercise 
of his leadership role, to inter-
vene in moving the country 
to the next level, despite all 
odds. I knew something good is 
around the corner with his his-
toric visit to Ajaokuta, though 
I never believed that the fierce 
w a r  b r e w i n g  b e t w e e n  t h e 
Legislature and Executive will 
expose those who are rooting 
for the worse economic doom 
for this country will show up so 
soon. Many thanks to all mem-
bers of the House who buried 
their party affiliations and self 
interests for this all important 
socio-economic revival.

As noted by Hon. Moham-
med Bago, the battle line which 
he portends has been drawn 
between both arms, should be 
sustained until Ajaokuta is re-
vived. No more no less. That is 
the spirit of revolution that will 
prove to the whole world that 
the crops of youth-dominated 
House of Representatives and 
National Assembly are neither 
pushovers nor rubber stamp in-
stitution! I like the passion and 
the vigour, the labour of our he-
roes past, shall and must never 
be in vain, dear Compatriots! 

Why this wickedness against 
out Fatherland, why subjecting 
and aggravating the sufferings 
of Nigerian youths who are 
skilled and semi-skilled, wom-
en and those who would have 
been gainfully employed and 
boost their capacities while 
working in Ajaokuta? This is no 
more capitalism that we desire, 
it is no longer the imperialist 
enslavement but political and 
s e l f - i n f l i c t e d  e v i l  f r o m  o u r 
kinsmen (political elites). As 
reiterated by virtually all the 
experts and activists invited by 
the leadership of the House to 
share their thoughts on Ajao-
kuta and proffer solution to 
the age long plague on the steel 
sector, those political elites 
are indirectly responsible for 
the stripping of our common-
wealth and assets which were 
deliberately locked down in 
Ajaokuta!

As mentioned in my report: 
http://www.businessdayon-
line.com/fg-frustrating-1-5bn-
l o a n - u s - f i x - a j a o k u t a - s t e e l -
expert/ the same cabal is frus-
trating already negotiated 20 
year tenure, $1.5 billion loan 
facility, at 2percent interest 
rate! But this is the same coun-
try where successive govern-
ments get multi-billion naira 
loans which can’t be accounted 
for till date. 

Bello Itopa, National Presi-
dent of Iron and Steel Senior 
Staff Association of Nigeria 
( I S S SA N )  i n  h i s  a d d r e s s  t o 
the Speaker during his work-
ing visit to Ajaokuta , decried 
unpalatable situation in the 

sector especially with three 
failed and unsuccessful “con-
cessioning marred with de-
struction, cannibalisation and 
illegal removal of equipments 
u n d e r  t h e  g u i s e  o f  b o r r o w 
and un-returned, which even-
tually landed in arbitration/
mediation. The failure of these 
three concessioning was as a 
result of deadly conspiracy and 
planned controversies.”

Without mixing words, the 
House can use the following 
recommendations as working 
tool: 

Ajaokuta Steel Company 
Limited should be completed 
and commissioned. Following 
the expiration of the perfor-
mance guarantee test period 
and successful operation of 
the plant before going into any 
form of privatization. ASCL 
is too strategic and capital in-
tensive to be left solely in the 
hand of private sector. It will 
be a disservice to the Nation 
and the generation yet unborn. 

All the needed both internal 
and external infrastructure 
should be put in place as a mat-
ter of urgency. These include: 
Rail lines from Itakpe-Ajao-
kuta-Warri-Okene-Ajaokuta 
dual carriage road should be 
rehabilitated.

Access roads and rails to 
raw material location 

Dredging of water ways.
The management of ASP 

should be encouraged to put 
into operation the completed 
units of the plant by creating 
e n a b l i n g  e n v i r o n m e n t  a n d 
providing the required fund. 

Out of 43 component units, 
40 units are completed. This, in 
one way or the other enhance 
r e v e n u e  a n d  e m p l o y m e n t 
g e n e r a t i o n  a n d  a l s o  a s s i s t 
FGN in diversification of her 
economic policy and poverty 
alleviation. 

The Original Builder of Ajao-
kuta Steel Project should be 
invited and renegotiate with, 
by the FGN, to complete the 
remaining 2percent (ie the 
Blast Furnace, the Coke Oven 
and the Steel Making Shop) of 
the project and commission it. 

The staff of the company 
(ASCL) should be motivated 
and encouraged by putting 
them in an attractive and befit-
ting salary structure.

ASP should be a beneficiary 
of yearly capital allocation in 
the budget of Nigeria.

Se c u r i t y  w i s e ,  Aj a o k u t a 
S t e e l  C o m p a n y  s h o u l d  b e 
jealously protected from de-
structive elements because it 
is one of the Nigeria National 
and reliable assets.

No longer business as usual

AssemblyWatch
From the Red Chamber

With 

OWEDE AGBAJILEKE

From the Green House
With 

KEHINDE AKINTOLA

Nigeria is a land of 
drama and comic 
relief despite our 
challenges. An av-
erage Nigerian, 

no matter his status in the so-
ciety, will most likely make a 
joke of any situation he finds 
himself. Little wonder a report 
by the World Values Survey in 
2003 described Nigerians as 
the happiest set of people in 
the world.

This scenario played out 
last week when the embattled 
Chairman of the Senate Com-
mittee on Federal Capital Ter-
ritory, Dino Melaye, was ar-
raigned at an Abuja High Court 
for allegedly providing false 
assassination claims.

The controversial lawmaker 
displayed a tissue paper, tooth-
brush, toothpaste and bottle of 

coke to journalists after he was 
docked on a two-count charge 
of giving false information to 
the police to frame Edward 
David, Chief of Staff of Yahaya 
Bello, Governor of Kogi State, 
for an attempted murder on 
his life.

He was later granted bail in 
the sum of N100,000 by the 
trial judge.

But speaking with journalists 
after the bail, the lawmaker 
said he came prepared in case 
he was not granted bail.  He 
was accompanied by both All 
Progressives Congress (APC) 
and Peoples Democratic Party 
(PDP) senators including She-
hu Sani, Andy Uba, Peter Nwao-
boshi, Monsurat Sunmonu, Ben 
Murray-Bruce, Ibrahim Gobir 
among others.

However, that was just the 
beginning of the drama, as the 
lawmaker who represents Kogi 
West Senatorial District was 
trapped in the court as all road 
leading to the high court was 
barricaded by heavily armed 
personnel of the Special Anti 
Robbery Squad (SARS).

It  took the help of some 
court officials for the lawmaker 
to be smuggled out through one 
of the pedestrian gates on the 
building later in the night.

Meanwhile, the Legal De-
partment of the National As-
sembly is already working on 
the clean copy of the amended 
clauses in the constitution for 
onward transmission to the 
President for assent.

This followed presentation 
of resolutions of state legisla-
tures on the constitution altera-
tion exercise to the National 
Assembly.

Unfortunately,  details of 
the approved clauses are still 
sketchy, it was learnt that out of 
the 29 clauses sent to the state 
assemblies, those accepted 
include financial autonomy 
for state legislatures as well as 
the #NotTooYoungToRun Bill 
which reduces the age limit for 
political aspirants seeking elec-
tive offices.

Unlike what obtained in the 
Seventh Assembly where the 
resolutions of the state assem-
blies were known at the day of 
transmission, the leadership of 
the Eighth National Assembly 
as well as the Conference of 
Speakers of State Legislatures 
kept sealed lips on the resolu-
tions for reasons best known 
to them.

Except the Eighth National 
Assembly keeps to its prom-
ise of revisiting the clause on 

devolution of powers to state 
assemblies, which will ensure 
that issues like policing, mineral 
exploitation and exploration 
are removed from the Exclusive 
Legislative List and included 
i n  t h e  C o n c u r r e n t  Li s t ,  t h e 
ongoing constitution amend-
ment can best be described as 
cosmetic.

In another development, the 
fresh ultimatum issued to heads 
of federal agencies to submit 
their 2018 statutory budgets to 
the National Assembly for con-
sideration expires this week.

Consequently, agencies ex-
pected to submit their budget 
proposals include: National 
Agency for Science and Engi-
neering Infrastructure (NA-
SEI), Nigerian Airspace Man-
a g e m e n t  Ag e n c y  ( N A M A ) , 
Ni g e r i a n  Sh i p p e r s ’  C o u n c i l 
(NSC), National Maritime Au-
thority (NMA), Raw Materials 
Research and Development 
Council (RMRDC), National 
Sugar Development Council 
(NSDC), Nigerian Postal Ser-
vice (NPS), Nigerian Ports Au-
thority (NPA) and the Federal 
Airport Authority of Nigeria 
(FAAN).

Also on the list are the Secu-
rities and Exchange Commis-
sion (SEC), Nigerian Tourism 

De v e l o p m e n t  C o r p o r a t i o n 
(NTDC), National Agency for 
Food and Drugs Administration 
and Control (NAFDAC), Nige-
rian Customs Service (NCS) 
a n d  Na t i o n a l  Br o a d c a s t i n g 
Commission (NBC).

Others are National Insur-
ance Commission (NIC), News 
Agency of Nigeria (NAN), Ni-
gerian Copyrights Commission 
(NCC), Nigerian Deposit Insur-
ance Corporation (NDIC), Ni-
gerian Civil Aviation Authority 
(NCAA), Nigerian Immigration 
Service (NIS), Nigerian Elec-
tricity Regulatory Commission 
(NERC), Radio Nigeria , Fed-
eral Housing Authority (FHA), 
Nigerian Television Author-
ity (NTA), National Automo-
tive Design and Development 
Council (NADDC), Nigerian 
Nuclear Regulatory Author-
ity (NNRA), National Busi -
ness and Technical Examina-
tion Board (NABTEB), Federal 
Mortgage Bank, National Envi-
ronmental Standards and Regu-
lations Enforcement Agency 
(NESREA), Industrial Training 
Fund (ITF), Corporate Affairs 
Commission (CAC), Standards 
Organisation of Nigeria (SON), 
as well as Oil and Gas Free Zone 
Authority (OGZFA) among 
others. 

Melaye’s court drama and other matters
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CHUKS OLUIGBO

YOMI AYELESO, Akure

S
trategy and Innova-
tion for Development 
Initiative (SI4DEV), a 
non-governmental or-
ganisation registered in 

Nigeria, has identified underage 
voting as the bane of credible elec-
tions in the country.

The group has, therefore, called 
on the Independent National 
Electoral Commission (INEC) to 
investigate the alleged voting by 
underage persons in the recent 
Kano State local government 
elections.

SI4DEV brings together indi-
viduals and groups and provides 
training on practical skills towards 
achieving democracy and eco-
nomic prosperity for communi-
ties, including the application of 
research and innovation products.

In a recent position paper on 
the importance of youth involve-
ment in leadership and political 
process in Nigeria, the SI4DEV 
Governance Group reiterated 
the constitutional provision that 
limits voting in elections only to 
Nigerians that have reached the 
age of 18 years and resident in 
the country, adding that when 
numbers and population are ille-
gally boosted by adding underage 
children to the list, it “creates room 
for rigging elections in favour of 
whoever orchestrates the irregular 
registration”.

“Underage voting reportedly 
took place during the 2015 elec-
tions, most especially in Northern 
states including Kano, Katsina and 
Jigawa, and more recently, there 
have been reports that election 
monitors, Centre for Information 
Technology and Development, 

by any party cabal tricky enough, 
connected enough, or one with the 
fattest purse”.

It blamed underage voting on 
do-or-die politics by the current 
political elite, suggesting there 
should be proper ways to identify 
the age of most members of the 
population so as to ensure that 
no legal and eligible voter is dis-
enfranchised.

“It has been proved that up to 
95 percent or more of those aged 
0-25 years have a paper-based 
health card for immunizations. In 
the absence of birth certificates, 
SI4DEV suggests that these cards 
can be used for validating the age 
of those wanting to be registered 
to vote in Nigeria,” it said.

SI4DEV lauded Mahmood 
Yakubu, INEC chairman, on his 
realization of the significance of 

underage voting and its impact 
on the legality of the forthcoming 
2019 elections and his promise to 
investigate the alleged violations 
in the Kano local government 
elections.

“While questioning whether the 
INEC voter register was actually 
used or not in the said elections, 
the INEC chairman averred that a 
comprehensive team will move to 
Kano to examine what happened, 
and share their observations with 
the public,” SI4DEV said.

“He also assures that INEC will 
interrogate the voter register na-
tionwide to remove any possible 
illegal registrants,” it said.

SI4DEV, however, called on 
INEC to live up to its promise 
and use existing mechanisms to 
remove underage persons from 
the voter register even after reg-
istration.

It also called on Kano State of-
ficials to cooperate with INEC’s 
investigation and comply with 
a thorough examination of their 
voter registers.

“SI4DEV is motivated by the 
INEC chairman’s comments that 
almost 4 million new registrations 
have occurred nationwide through 
the ongoing Continuous Voter 
Registration (CVR) exercise. We 
will be monitoring new informa-
tion which the chairman promised 
will be posted on their website and 
will begin development of targeted 
voter education material for vari-
ous groups and locations,” it said.

The group further called for 
strengthening and enforcement of 
the provision of the Electoral Act 
which stipulates the age require-
ments for every electorate, even 
as it called for more active youth 
involvement of youth in party 
politics.

INEC expresses 
worries over 
371,250 unclaimed 
PVCs in Ondo

...urges commission to validate all voter registers before 2019

Group mandates INEC to investigate 
alleged underage voting in Kano

Wi t h  t h e  2 0 1 9 
general elec-
tion approach-
ing, the Inde-

pendent National Electoral 
Commission (INEC) has 
expressed worries over the 
huge number of unclaimed 
Permanent Voters’ Cards 
(PVCs) in Ondo State.

The Resident Electoral 
Commissioner (REC) in 
Ondo State, Rufus Akeju 
,while speaking with news-
men in Akure office of INEC 
on Friday, revealed that a 
total of 371,250 PVCs are 
yet to be collected by the 
electorate in the state as of 
February 2018.

He however, urged resi-
dents who are yet to collect 
their PVCs to move to the 
commission’s office at their 
various local government 
areas to get it and be able 
to participate in next year’s 
elections.

The REC explained that 
it is the civic right of quali-
fied citizens to participate 
in elections so as to enable 
them elect credible leaders 
that would lead them.

A k e j u  a d d e d  t h a t 
1,287,936 PVCs had been 
distributed in total in the 
state, saying between Jan-
uar y 2017 and Februar y 
2018, the commission dis-
tributed 5,600 PVCs, com-
prising 3,073 males and 
2,527 females.

While urging those quali-
fied citizens who are yet to 
register in the state to take 
advantage of registration 
period, the REC confirmed 
the ongoing continuous 
Voters Registration would 
end 60 days to the election.

He revealed that 46,999 
persons had been regis-
tered since the first quarter 
of 2017 to February 2018, 
which is made up of 25,854 
males and 21,144 females.

He assured the people of 
the state that INEC is work-
ing very hard to ensure the 
success of the 2019 general 
elections.

(CITAD), and Action Aid Interna-
tional Nigeria witnessed voting 
by underage children during the 
Kano State local government elec-
tions on February 10, 2018.

“While there is no way to de-
termine the severity of this ir-
regularity, it calls into question 
most elections across the country 
– both those handled by INEC and 
the state electoral commissions 
because all elections purportedly 
rely on the voter register compiled 
by INEC,” SI4DEV said.

It said all eligible voters in Ni-
geria should be worried about the 
development, adding that it could 
be used to nullify legitimate votes 
so that the popular political aspir-
ant most people voted for and who 
would have won fair and square 
in a well-regulated election loses 
out to “thugs and shysters foisted 

Mahood Yakubu

YOMI AYELESO, Akure

Ondo PDP predicts victory for party in 2019 

Leaders of the People’s 
Democratic Party (PDP) 
in Ondo Central Senato-
rial have expressed opti-

mism that the party would regain 
power from the ruling All Progres-
sives Congress (APC) in 2019.

The leaders of the Elders’ Fo-
rum in the state, Olu Agbi, while 
addressing party supporters, as-
sured members of a resounding 
victory in the coming elections. 

According to him, PDP re-
mained the only party with depth, 

experience and administrative 
acumen to put Nigeria in the right 
direction.

He added that Nigerians had 
been able to compare PDP with 
the ruling APC and had accepted 
that they made a huge mistake in 
the 2015 general election, which 
they were ready to rectify in the 
forthcoming elections.

He therefore, charged members 
to go to their various communi-
ties and ensure unity among 
members. 

Agbi commended the state 
executive council of the party for 
its steadfastness, commitment 

to bringing back members who 
went astray into the fold, adding 
that the party would remain a 
big family with conflict manage-
ment mechanisms to resolve 
conflicts.

Speaking on the occasion, the 
senatorial chairman of the party, 
Chief Charles Akinduro, com-
mended members for the support 
and unity in the party, charging 
them to work hard and ensure that 
the zone is delivered to PDP in the 
next elections.

Also speaking on the occasion, 
a former Chief of Staff to the Gov-
ernor of Ondo State, Kola Ademu-

jimi, thanked the leadership of the 
party for the efforts made to bring 
the party members together, say-
ing that it was now stronger than 
it was when it lost election to APC 
in the state.

He stated that with APC’s mal-
administration at federal and state 
levels, PDP would be the party to 
beat in 2019.

Also at the occasion was a 
former commissioner for Infor-
mation in the state, Kayode Ak-
inmade, who led over 2000 party 
supporters from Idanre to the 
event; Gboye Adegbenro, Taye 
Akinyele and many others.

Watch
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Ibrahim Hassan Dankwambo

MABEL DIMMA

I
brahim Hassan Dank-
w a m b o,  g o v e r n o r  o f 
Gombe State, a gradu-
ate of Accounting from 
Ahmadu Bello Univer-

sity. He went on to obtain a 
Master of Science degree in 
Economics from the University 
of Lagos, in 1992 and a PhD in 
Accounting from Igbinedion 
University.

His name, along with the 
names of other seasoned poli-
ticians and technocrats have 
been making the rounds of 
those who are interested in 
occupying Aso Rock, and con-
trolling the affairs of the largest 
economy in Africa, leading it to 
the Promised Land come 2019.

Recently,  Yoruba Solidar-
i ty  Al l iance ( YSA),  a  group 
drawn from the South West, 
has thrown its weight behind 
Dankwambo, saying he is the 
most marketable presidential 
material for the PDP.

The group said the 55-year-
old governor is the only one 
who can represent the inter-
est of the youth and defeat All 
Progressives Congress (APC).

“Nigerians have evidently 
become disillusioned as a re-
sult of countless broken prom-
ises  of  the AP C ,”  the group 
said, adding that “Only a man 
of  know n per for mance and 
integrity like Ibrahim Dank-
wambo can readily appeal to 
the electorate during the 2019 
presidential elections.

“Now that the ruling party 
has demonstrated its inabil-
ity to offer better governance, 
PDP cannot afford to seek the 
trust of Nigerians once again 
with any serial  presidential 
candidate that is bogged down 
with moral burden and encum-
brance of corruption,” it said.

According to the group, “It 
is amply evident that the long 

Dankwambo in the eyes of publics

The man Dankwambo

2019
Watch

in Enugu State, had made some 
predictions in l ine with the 
YSA leanings that Dankwambo 
would replace President Mu-
hammadu Buhari in Aso Rock, 
Nigeria’s seat of power, in 2019.

That prediction was promptly 
refuted and referred to as ‘fanta-
sy’ by Coalition of Gombe State 
Indigenes through Muhammad 
Jibrin Barde, insisting that if 
the reverend father was well 
apprised of the state of affairs 
in Gombe, he would certainly 
not recommend Dankwambo 
as a worthy replacement for the 
‘great President Buhari’.

The coalition went ahead to 
list some of the alleged damage 
done to Gombe State and its 
indigenes by the Dankwanbo 
administration.

It stated that Gombe town 
had battled with lack of potable 
drinking water since independ-
ence, and the previous admin-
istration of Senator Danjuma 
Goje took this as a priority, 
spending over N8 billion to en-
sure provision of water across 
the state and specifically within 
Gombe metropolis.

“ D a n k w a m b o  r e f u s e d  t o 
ma ke  a n  a n nu a l  bu dg e t a r y 
spending of only N200 million 
required to maintain the sup-
ply of water. Today, you will 
easily find water in the desert 
before Gombe State,” the coali-
tion said, adding that “Gombe 

State education system was 
adjudged one of the best in the 
country, with a State Univer-
sity founded by the previous 
administration being rated as 
one of the top 10 state-owned 
universities in Nigeria as at 
2011.”

Barde said as with the water 
p roj e c t ,  Dankwab o did  not 
continue w ith the required 
funding of the university.

“Today, the university and the 
entire educational system are in 
shambles and our classrooms 
are playground for idle students 
without teachers who have left 
en mass due to unpaid salaries. 
Our hospitals, which were mod-
ernised and fully equipped, are 
now mortuaries and consulting 
clinics,” Barde said.

Barge said pensioners are 
yet to be paid and dying, de-
spite the Paris Club refunds 
and bailouts engineered by the 
Federal Government and the 
committee of governors to as-
sist state governments clear ar-
rears of workers emoluments.

“ Thes e are  few examples 
to show the extent Governor 
Ibrahim Dankwambo, with all 
his accounting credentials, has 
wreaked havoc in our state in 
just six years of his maladmin-
istration. He has reversed the 
glorious achievements of the 
previous administration and 
destroyed all the good works 

of the distinguished senator, 
Danjuma Goje.

“I advise Father Mbaka to 
travel to Gombe State and visit 
the state university, hospitals 
and water projects in Gombe 
town and all the other 10 local 
governments of Gombe State 
and tell Nigerians his findings”.

Meanwhile, several articles 
o n  t h e  i n t e r n e t  a re  f u l l  o f 
praises of the man.

Leaders.NG, an online news 
plat for m,  said:  “ In  the  last 
dispensation, Governors Rabiu 
Musa Kwankwaso (then PDP) 
of Kano and Ibrahim Hassan 
Dankwambo were undisput-
edly two of the best governors 
in the federation.

“ D a n k w a m b o’s  c a s e  w a s 
even unique in the sense that 
he had little resources at his 
disposal when compared with 
his then Kano colleague and 
those of the southern states, 
yet, his performance rivalled 
a n d  e c l i p s e d  t h o s e  o f  h i s 
peers.”

T h e  a b o v e  s t a t e m e n t  i s 
a  hu g e  d e p a r t u re  f ro m  t h e 
g l o o m y  p i c t u re  p a i n t e d  o f 
Dankwambo’s tenure as gov-
ernor of Gombe State by the 
Coalition of Gombe State In-
digenes.

Leaders.NG, went on to add 
that, “Governor Ibrahim Dank-
wambo became a poster Gov-
ernor for the PDP in Gombe 
state and the entire northeast, 
not even the change mantra of 
the APC and Sai Baba wind was 
able to sweep him out of office 
in the 2015 general election. 
He came head to head with 
Senator Danjuma Goje’s politi-
cal machinery and triumphed 
comfortably. He became the 
only PDP incumbent Governor 
to deliver his state to the party 
in the entire northern region.”

T h o s e  ro o t i n g  f o r  D a n k-
wambo to become the next 
president say critics are yet to 
find any loophole to pin him. 
“He is a professional, a per-
fect technocrat, he is still in 
his prime years at 54, and he 
represents the call for genera-
tional shift in leadership that 
we all yearned for.”

“With the situation of things 
in the country, it only makes 
sense for a real fresh air to step 
in, fix the country and safe-
guard it from total comatose.

“ W h a t  e l s e  d o e s  Ni g e r i a 
need in 2019 other than this 
professional Accountant? We 
g a m b l e d  i n  2 0 1 5 ,  w e  c a n ’ t 
afford to toe the same line in 
2019. He is a 21st Century tech-
nocrat who understands 21st 
Century solutions to the myri-
ads of problems in Nigeria. He 
has no corruption case or any 
baggage hanging on his neck.”

suffering Nigerians have had 
enough of gerontocracy while 
majority of them are prepared 
to do away with this unwork-
able idea in 2019.

“What the nation needs at 
this time of untold economic 
hardship and insecurity is a 
much younger president who 
is fresh with new ideas and 
innovative concepts and Dank-
wambo is the only way out in 
2019 especially with his proven 
achievements.”

In January 2018, controver-
sial Reverend Father Mbaka of 
the Adoration Church, far away 

He was born on the April 4, 
1962.  He graduated from Ah-
madu Bello University in 1985 
with a degree in Accounting. He 
obtained a Master of Science 
degree in Economics from the 
University of Lagos in 1992 and 
a PhD in Accounting from Igbin-
edion University.  He began his 
career with Coopers & Lybrand 
in 1985, and worked at the Cen-
tral Bank of Nigeria from 1988 
to 1999. He was then appointed 
Accountant General of Gombe 
State, holding this position until 
2005.  He was appointed Ac-
countant- General of the Federa-
tion on 20 April 2005. He held 
this office until he resigned to 

start his campaign for election 
as Governor of Gombe State 
January 2011.

In the 26 April 2011 election, 
Dankwambo won 596,481 votes, 
ahead of Abubakar Aliyu of the 
defunct Congress for Progressive 
Change (CPC) with 91,781 votes 
and Senator Sa’idu Umar Kumo 
of the All Nigeria People’s Party 
with 84,959 votes.

He is also a fellow with the 
Institute of Chartered Account-
ants of Nigeria (FCA); Fellow, 
Chartered Institute of Taxation 
of Nigeria (FCTI); Fellow, Char-
tered Institute of Bankers of Ni-
geria (FCIB) and Fellow, Nigeria 
Institute of Marketers (FNIM).
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Hubert Ogunde: Father of Nigerian theatre
SIAKA MOMOH

Hubert Ogunde at close range

I had the rare priviledge of seeing 
and feeling Hubert Ogunde at 
close range during my toddling 
years back home in Ikare Akoko, 
Ondo State,  in the fifties through 

sixties.  And I have watched him on stage 
in Ikare and also in Warri, at a later age 
in the seventies when I violated the rule 
of not taken pictures of artistes and was 
almost caught. ‘Na God save me o. My 
eyes for see wen’.  

Megida Ilori Momoh’s residence 
(part of the sprawling homes that made 
up the Palace of the Olukare of Ikare) 
was free home to Hubert Ogunde and 
his retinue of wives, children and others 
who made up his theatre group when-
ever they came to town for business. 
Not that Ogunde could not afford to pay 
hotel bills; I guess  it was economically 
expedient for the Ijebuman to save some 
Pounds (Naira was not born then) and 
by extension, keep the group well afloat  
because informed commentary claim he 
was not fully in it for money. He was a 
nationalist fighting for the liberation of 
Nigeria from colonial subjection.

Please note that no offence is meant 
here by calling the doyen an Ijebuman. 
After all, prudence is a good trait.  And 
the offer was freely given by Prince Ilori 
Momoh, who was renowned for his gen-
erosity, particularly to non-indigenes – to 
Hausa/Fulanis, Urhobos, and indigenes of 
present Kwara State. He was one landlord, 
whose tenants didn’t pay rent! In fact, he 
built a mosque for the Hausa-Fulani com-
munity in the town (which is still being 
used by them to date) and gave out plots 
of land freely to the Hausa-Fulanis. So 
looking back, it is bewildering to me that 
we are now engulfed in ‘battle’ with these 
our Nigerian brothers.

Amiable personality
H a n d s o m e  t o o t h - g a p p e d  H u b e r t 
Ogunde, out of bed in the morning , 
stood out there in our home’s expansive 
front lobby, exchanging pleasantries 
with passersby. He was such an amiable 
personality whom we interacted with 
freely. It was pleasing having the ad-
vantage of seeing and chatting with the 
doyen of Nigerian theatre out of stage.

Actor, playwright, theatre manager, 
and musician
According to historical records (Wikipe-

dia):  Chief Hubert Adedeji Ogunde (10 
July 1916 – 4 April 1990) was a Nigerian 
actor, playwright, theatre manager, and 
musician who founded the first contem-
porary professional theatrical company 
in Nigeria, the African Music Research 
Party, in 1945. He changed the name 
to Ogunde Theater Party in 1947 and 
Ogunde Concert Party in 1950. Finally, in 
1960, he changed it to Ogunde Theater, 
a name which remained until his death 
in 1990. He has been described as “the 
father of Nigerian theatre, or the father 
of contemporary Yoruba theatre”.

In his career on stage, he wrote more 
than 50 plays, most of which incorporate 
dramatic action, dance and music, with a 
story reflecting the political and social re-
alities of the period. His first production 
was a church-financed play called The 
Garden of Eden. It premiered at Glover 
Memorial Hall, Lagos, in 1944. Its success 
encouraged Ogunde to produce more 
plays, and he soon left his job with the 
police force for a career in the theatre.

Plays and political commentaries
In the 1940s, he released some plays 
with political commentaries: The Ti-
ger’s Empire, Strike and Hunger and 
Bread and Bullet. During the 1950s, he 
toured various Nigerian cities with his 
travelling troupe. In 1964, he released 
Yoruba Ronu, a play that generated 
controversy and earned him the wrath 
of Chief Ladoke Akintola, Premier of the 
Western Region.

The Ogunde Theater was banned 
in the Western Region of Nigeria for 
two years as a result. This ban was only 
revoked by the new military govern-
ment of Lt. Col. F. A. Fajuyi on the 4th of 
February, 1966.

Ebun Clark wrote “… Ogunde’s attacks 
on the Whiteman were directed solely at 
the political masters, namely, the official 
agents of colonial rule, not once did he 
direct his attack at missionaries. Ogunde 
objected vehemently, as many Southern 
Nigerians did, to political subjection and 
all the evils of colonial domination.

According to Ebun Clark, “Ogunde’s 
preoccupations with the projection 
of the cultural as well as the political 
identity of his people were enough for 
the nationalist movement to call him 
‘a genius’ who did not seek ‘wealth or 
fortune… nor self inflation or any other 
artifice (of) fame’, a genius who was once 
a poor police officer, perhaps one who 
shared with three others a “ten by eight”.

She argues that to some of British of-

the precincts of his grandfather’s com-
pound and was exposed to Ifá, Ogun 
and many other traditional religious 
celebrations. Both the Christian and 
traditional religion of the Yoruba influ-
enced his upbringing. He had his educa-
tion between 1925 and 1932, attending 
St John School, Ososa, (1925–28), St 
Peter’s School, Faaji, Lagos, (1928–30) 
and Wasimi African School, (1931–32).

His first contact with performance 
art was as a member of Egun Alarinjo 
during his elementary school days. After 
completing his education, he worked as 
a pupil-teacher at St. John’s School, and 
was also church choirmaster and organist.

He later joined the Nigerian police force 
in March 1941 in Ibadan but resigned later 
to focus on his love – the theatre.

Ogunde married more than ten wives 
and had many children. The Ogunde 
Theater was largely a family run business, 
and all the wives and children took part in 
the productions at one time or the other.

He was ill during the shooting of the 
film “Mr. Johnson”. Chief Ogunde died on 
the 4th of April, 1990, at London’s Crom-
well Hospital following a brief illness.

  Siaka Momoh, a media consultant, is pub-
blisher realsectornow.com.Contact: siaka-
momoh@yahoo.com; 2348061396410

ficials Ogunde’s theatre was a theater of 
Southern political agitators who must be 
discouraged from staging in the North 
the play ‘Herbert Macaulay’, and from 
teaching Northerners how to strike and 
all their other political ideologies.

So Hubert Ogunde was not just an enter-
tainer, he was a nationalist per excellence.

Celluloid film
In the late 1970s, Ogunde was spurred 
by the success of Ija Ominira and Ajani 
Ogun, two pioneering Yoruba feature-
length films, to co-produce his first cel-
luloid film, Aiye, in 1979. He released 
Jaiyesimi, Aropin N’tenia and Ayanmo, 
feature-length films influenced by Yo-
ruba mysticism, thereafter.

Ogunde starred in Mister Johnson, 
the 1990 motion picture that also fea-
tured Pierce Brosnan. The movie was 
shot on location in Toro, near Bauchi, 
Nigeria.

Early life
Ogunde was born in Ososa, near Ijebu-
Ode, Ogun State, Nigeria,] to the family 
of Jeremiah Deinbo and Eunice Owotu-
san Ogunde. His father was a Baptist 
pastor and his maternal grandfather 
was a priest of Ifa, an African traditional 
religion. Ogunde briefly lived within 

NewsmakersOfYesteryears

Hubert Ogunde
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Nigeria and the imperative of collective security

Public security is the 
necessary founda-
tion for economic 
growth and social 
development of any 

society. It is the primary duty of 
any government and its primary 
goal is to ensure the protection 
of every citizen, organizations 
and institutions against threats, 
injury, crime, hazards, disasters, 
crisis, and all such activities 
that could endanger lives and 
properties. The public security 
status/consciousness of any 
government is ultimately an in-
dicator of its public acceptance. 
This is because public security 
is one of the most prominent 
factors that determines good 
governance and guarantees 
the extent of socio-economic 
growth and development. The 
lack of viable public and safety 
mechanisms in any given soci-
ety makes sustainable socio-
economic development a very 
difficult task.

Without a doubt, these are, 
indeed, difficult times for our 
beloved nation in terms of pub-
lic security. While we seem to 
be heaving a sigh of relief that 
the Boko Haram insurgence 
has been duly taken care of by 
the nation’s military, then came 
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like a thunderbolt the worrying 
news of the abduction of 110 
pupils of the Government Girls 
Science and Technical College 
in Dapchi, Yobe State, on Febru-
ary 19. This news is such a great 
set back on current onslaught 
against insurgency in the North-
ern part of the country. Besides 
this sad episode, skirmishes 
between herdsmen and farmers 
across the country represent yet 
another huge sore point in the 
public security situation of the 
country. Though, there are other 
sources of worry in respect of the 
nation’s public security status, 
but the Boko Haram insurgency 
and herdsmen farmers’ crisis 
seem to be the most complex.

It needs to be stressed that it 
has now come to a stage where 
we cannot saddle our security 
agencies alone with the oner-
ous task of public security. With 
the insufficient manpower of 
the police in particular, it is quite 
obvious that relying on the po-
lice to sufficiently protect the 
country would amount to getting 
water out of a rock. Latest data 
shows that the entire Nigerian 
Police Force does not have up to 
450,000 personnel in its fold. It is 
yet to be seen how such a limited 
number of people could effec-
tively secure a nation of over 
140 million people. This is why 
many are not really surprised 
that about 114 pupils could be 
abducted in a school at the same 
time with such an ease. This, in-
deed, is a reflection of sorry state 
of public security in the country.

It is, thus, based on this situ-
ation that one is advocating for 
a collective approach to public 
security in the country. In-spite 
of various initiatives of all tiers 
of government to boost public 
security in the country, more 
grounds evidently still needs to 
be covered. This explains why 
one is canvassing for the citi-
zenry to embrace the principle 
of collective security. Collective 
security guarantees the security 
of everyone in a given society 
and operates on the philosophy 
of being your brother’s keeper. 
It is like an insurance system in 
which all residents are bound to 
protect one another. It clearly 
implies collective measures for 
dealing with threats to peace.

The underlying principle of 
collective security is ‘One for All 
and All for One’. Therefore, ag-
gression or crime against any one 
is a war against, thus all are to act 
collectively against every form 
of threat to security in the state. 
One vital way through which this 
can be achieved is for everyone 
to be vigilant about security in 
their respective neighborhood. 
In this way, strange movements 
and activities across the state 
could easily be detected and 
reported to appropriate authori-
ties. This would, no doubt, help 
in nipping in the bud plans and 
operations of criminals within 
the state.

It is, therefore, crucial that 
every segment of the society 
embraces collective security by 
supporting governments across 

TAYO OGUNBIYI
Ogunbiyi is of the Lagos State 

Ministry of Information & Strategy, 
Alausa, Ikeja

the country and all security agen-
cies so as to enhance the coun-
try’s economy drive and ensure 
effective public security. An 
effective public security cannot 
be obtained without the active 
involvement, participation and 
support of every section of the 
society because public security 
is the responsibility of all indi-
viduals, groups, communities, 
organisations and other units 
that constitute the state.

Criminals are not spirits, they 
dwell in our midst. We must, 
therefore, observe and report 
every strange movements and 
activities in our neigbourhood to 
the appropriate authorities. It is 
only when we develop collective 
fortitude towards public security 
that any investment in security 
could be effectively harnessed.

Meanwhile, it is important 
that we come to term on the 
need to urgently decentralize the 
present federal policing struc-
ture. If we are really serious 
about overcoming current secu-
rity challenges in the country, we 
need to re-examine the issue of 
state police more earnestly and 
objectively. Given the required 
political will, we can successfully 
and efficiently operate State Po-
lice in the country. The time has 
come for us to give the subject 
the desired attention. God bless 
Nigeria.

Ogunbiyi is of the Ministry of 
Information & Strategy, Alausa, 
Ikeja, Lagos 
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TheWorshippers

‘Government is not sincere about 
solving the herder/farmer conflicts’

The herder/farmer conflicts 
have been on for a while. As 
an expert in peace and conflict 
resolution, what do you think 
can be done about these inces-
sant clashes to bring about last-
ing peace in the country?

In any crisis, before you 
get it settled you need to 
know the causes. There 
a r e  t h r e e  i m p o r t a n t 
things in conflict that 

should be taken into cognizance. 
Number one is interest of the 
conflicting parties involved. 
Before anybody will have an is-
sue with another person, there 
must be an interest they want to 
achieve. Number two is the goal, 
and it is very important, and num-
ber three is the principal actors 
who are the people: what inter-
est do these people have or what 
goal do they want to achieve? All 
these things are very important. 
In these herder/farmer clashes 
there are several factors that we 
need to consider: one is political, 
two ethnic, and three is religious. 

So, all these factors must be 
looked into before anybody can 
just dabble into it for resolution. 
I am talking of interest, and if you 
see the role that the government 
is actually playing – is the govern-
ment really sincere? You will see 
some political undertone in this 
matter; you will see some reli-
gious undertone in this matter, 
and you will equally see some 
tribal differences in this matter. 

Religion is terms of, whether 
anybody likes it or not today, you 
will see the way Islam is operat-
ing with some secret agendas; 
the northerners as well, and the 
government knows what to do 
but are they sincere? And you 
will see that government is also 
using it as a weapon. That is also 
how Boko Haram came, and 
remember, before Boko Haram 
eventually emerged, six years to 
the time, the government was 
alerted but they never acted. 
When they were building this 

Sambisa camp, the government 
was also alerted before it eventu-
ally manifested but the govern-
ment never took it seriously. I 
remember several proposals 
were written to the government 
during the Jonathan administra-
tion when this issue of Boko 
Haram first came up; remember 
Jonathan made a statement that 
it was not true, it was not real – 
so, it was until it escalated into 
violence that the government 
took it seriously.

 What role can the church 
play in the present situation?

If the government has failed 
us, and if other avenues that 
could be used to resolve the 
crises have failed, what can the 
church do? I think the Nigerian 
church is cowardly; I must be 
frank with you. And again, in 
political or national issues, most 
times the Nigerian church could 

not come to the front because 
even the church has messed 
itself up and that is the truth. For 
instance, you will remember the 
role that Christian Association 
of Nigeria (CAN) played under 
Oritsejafor then, who was al-
leged to have taken money from 
government. The church will 
not be able to take some key 
decisions on national matters 
until the day it separates itself 
from the state. It is a big issue at 
the moment, and as long as the 
church is still married with the 
state, it cannot do much. Why did 
I say marriage here? What is the 
relevance of government spon-
soring people for pilgrimage? It 
doesn’t make any sense.

However, as it is now the 
church can still  do more by 
coming out to speak up. One, 
yo u  c a n n o t  f i g h t  a n  e n e m y 
you don’t know, it is important. 
Nigeria churches at times are 
too shallow in knowledge – Ni-
gerian church is far from infor-
mation; we discover that many 
of our members don’t really 
know what is happening in our 
society, and because you do not 
have the authentic information 
you cannot know the area you 
need to comment on. I think 
the church must wake up on 
national issues to be really in-
volved, especially during elec-
tion. And, in terms of conflict 
resolution, the church is better 
positioned. For example, if the 
church identifies their mem-
bers, the mosque also identifies 
their members causing crisis in 
the society, I do not see any of 

my members being involved in 
a conflict that I will not be able 
to talk to. So, we have to start 
from there, first by teaching; 
second, by preaching and by 
demonstrating what we teach, 
and the church must also be in-
volved in mediating in conflict 
situation.

   The rate of divorce among 
young couples in the church 
calls for concern; how can the 
church mitigate this trend?

The alarming rate of divorce 
in the church today is part of the 
global change because tradition 
has been so badly affected, and it 
is also part of the western culture 
that has eaten deep into us. It 
has eroded our cultural values 
as a people. Number two cause 
is the underage marriage in the 
society; many people that are 
getting married today are not yet 
ready for marriage. The biblical 
recommendation for marriage 
is not for young boys to marry; 
it is for a man. That is the word 
that the bible used, that a man 
must leave his father and mother 
– I want you to take note of the 
word ‘man’. 

The bible is so mindful of 
the choice of language. By us-
ing the word ‘man’, the bible 
talks about maturity and you 
cannot be a man when you 
are not intellectually mature, 
when you are not mature in 
thinking, and you equally can-
not be a man when you are not 
independent financially; you 
don’t have a job. When young 
couples come to me saying 
they want to marry, the first 
question I ask them is – do you 
have a job? If you do not have 
something doing for a living, 
you cannot marry because by 
the time you cannot cope finan-
cially,  it causes a lot of trouble. 
Then maturity – many of these 
children are not properly nur-
tured. In those days you see 
people grow to have mentors 
and are nurtured to the extent 
of what they should do. 

Number three is that today, 
people do not know the purpose 
of marriage; many marry for so 
many reasons different from 
the way the Lord institutional-
ized it. For instance, the way of 
thinking for young people today 
is different: somebody wants to 
marry a young girl whose parents 
are rich, perhaps to use her as a 
stool to get up. When that is not 
achieved, it becomes an issue. 
And there is a lot of deceit today, 
people are deceived into mar-
riage. Again, many young people 
are impatient: they don’t want to 
endure anymore.

Coming back to the question 
of what can the church do, num-
ber one is teaching; the church 

should do more of teaching on 
this issue. By the grace of God, 
last year in our General Synod 
I moved a motion on how the 
church can make impact in the 
lives of members regarding fam-
ily matters, and as a diocese we 
are setting up a mediation centre. 
What we aim to achieve now is 
to really discourage the rate of 
litigations among our members. 
Number two, because there are 
lots of frictions and issues in 
the church, we want to identify 
families and members that are 
having issues, and we want the 
mediation centre to take care 
of the issues. Through this me-
diation centre, we will be having 
seminars and platforms to reach 
out to members to help people 
have a successful and happy 
home; that is the area where the 
church can come in.     

 Looking at the economic 
situation in the country and the 
size of your parish, how do you 
cope with ongoing develop-
ment in the church?

God’s work is God’s work; it 
is God that does His work, even 
when you have larger popula-
tion. God does not work by 
population. For instance, let’s 
start from Jesus Christ: what we 
enjoy as church today started 
with 12 people – Jesus had 12 
disciples. Among the multitude 
in those days, Jesus took only few 
to implement whatever plans he 
might have. And remember viv-
idly in the Old Testament when 
the children of Israel were going 
to war, it was only few people 
that were appointed to go and 
fight the battle. 

God has always taken few 
people and does not work by 
number – the work of God is 
not a game where you rely on 
numbers. Number two, when 
you have faith in Him, He will 
work His purpose out. And one 
thing about God is that when 
He is sending you, He has actu-
ally completed His work even 
before you get there. He will just 
send you as an intermediary or 
an instrument of fulfilment. Re-
member when He sent Moses in 
Exodus 3, Moses was complain-
ing: ‘This work that you have 
given me, I am not as eloquent’.

 But God told him, ‘I will pro-
vide a way, I will raise somebody 
for you to interpret and I will 
teach you what to say at every 
point in time; I will occupy your 
mouth’. So, that is the evidence 
that whatever God wants to 
achieve He will. Moses at a point 
also complained about man-
power and God said, ‘What is 
that you are carrying in your 
hand?’ He said it was rod and God 
ministered to the rod and made 
ordinary to be extraordinary.

Venerable Ariire Ayo Kolawole, Vicar of Our Saviour’s Anglican Church, Egbe, Lagos speaks with Seyi John Salau on the herder/
farmer conflicts, what could be done to mitigate future crisis in the country, among other issues. Excerpts: 

Ariire Ayo Kolawole

God has always taken few 
people and does not work by 
number – the work of God is 
not a game where you rely on 

numbers
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Inspirations

Funso Johnson odesola

Every man takes the limits of his 
own field of vision for the limits of 
the world.  - Arthur Schopenhauer 

(1788-1860).
Perspective is our focus today. With 
perspective we broaden our options or 
limit our options. I have found that many 
people who feel defeated by life, job or 
income capability have become myopic 
in perspective. I think we all have been in a 
place where we feel that there are no op-
tions because how much we have been 
through. Circumstances, environmental 
stimuli, or many other situations have 
modelled a very fearful perspective of 
life. On another note... others have over-
come this mindset but got run over by 
something in life and found themselves 
with a crisis mindset.

Paradigm shifts became a buzz word 
resurged in the early 90s. This realisation 
used to be a description of reasons why 
people have a particular perspective or 

All our lives, through our growing 
up years, we were adequately pre-
pared for the future. Nothing was 

supposed to be left to chance because in 
most cases the future does not belong to 
us alone. It also belonged to our parent 
who sponsored us, we are their Invest-
ment. We were never meant to take our 
education lightly because in it was our 
future. In fact Education was supposed 
to be your El Dorado- saving grace in life 
according to their understanding.

You hear words like, “read your book, 
pass your exams, finish and get a good 
job”. The consequences of illiteracy was 
drummed so deep in us that we automati-
cally knew who was going to succeed and 
who was not. The point was proven when 
you see your mates drop out of school 
and become recalcitrant. To some of us 
that excel or managed to finish, we were 
considered to be the luckiest amongst 
our peers. However, looking back in 
hindsight now is it really through what 
we were taught that actually helped us 
to become successful in life? Perhaps some 

mindset... that could be recognized... and 
re-focused... so to speak.

It is now commonly understood... 
that one thought, one statement, ONE 
Article, one success story, can alter the 
internal belief system. The same eyes you 
used to see your limitation... have now 
become the eyes of opportunity.

This affects your energy, your emo-
tional bank and your belief... that al-
though you see the limits... you also now 
see possibilities.

Ok enough clowning let’s get down to 
some business...Now it is time to start a 
journey down a subject line which I be-
lieve could be life altering. Really... you 
should buckle your seatbelts, put your 
tray tables up and return your seat to its 
upright position... because... when your 
focus finishes the journey... you will no-
tice how your beliefs about yourself have 
shifted... as you finish this book!

The focus scripture in this chapter 
which is Numbers 13 gives us a familiar 
look at the power of perspective. Al-
though you may have been thinking of a 
particular thing...today we on the other 
hand are speaking of a general frame in 
which we process life...

So let’s look at a scripture and review 
some thoughts about perspective in this 
situation.

How to Stop the Grasshopper Men-

benefited while others didn’t.
There is nothing mentioned above that 

has any semblance of God ever being a 
part of the success equation of man let 
alone his faith. This is still a mystery to most 
people, they are yet to come to term with 
the reason why with all their qualifications 
they aren’t successful according to God’s 
standard. God’s definition of success is 
not materialistic or monetary. They are still 
baffled at what else they are supposed to 
do that would make the difference. Some 
are gainfully employed and dissatisfied 
while some are dissatisfied with both their 
employment and the employer, and these 
are Christians. If money or material things 
were to be the definition of success, the 
rich would not be committing suicide or be 
depressed, and the gainfully employed will 
not be unhappy.

In all of these scenarios playing out, does 
God really have anything to do with this? 
Does He have a say both in the choice of our 
profession and its outcome? Or is His place 
only limited to Church? Are there things 
we can do at this stage that can change our 
stories or is our case hopeless? These and 
many questions are begging for answers. 
Does our Christian life has anything to 
do with our CAREER, PROFESSION or 
BUSINESS?

Most Christians in the workplace have 
their hope and faith set on their salaries or 
emoluments. It never occurs to them that 
in as much as work is important, work is 
never meant to take the place of God in 
their lives. Their salaries become the ther-
mometer that regulates the temperature 

It is perspective that 
determines the outcome

Your faith is your fate

tality
“There we saw the giants; and we 

were like grasshoppers in our own sight, 
and so we were in their sight.” (Numbers 
13:33)

The children of Israel learned a valu-
able lesson when it came time to possess 
their promised land. They learned you will 
never out-perform the portrait you have 
of yourself. To actually possess what God 
had promised them, they had to over-
come the way they looked at themselves. 
The same is true for us today. Below are 
steps to getting rid of your grasshopper 
mentality:

• You must admit something exists 
before you can deal with it successfully. 
Ignoring a situation will not make it go 
away. Ignoring a mindset won’t change 
it. When you realize that you have a 
grasshopper mentality, you must realize 
that is how the enemy sees you too. If you 
are to possess your promise, you must 
become more God conscious than giant 
conscious. (Prov. 23:7)

• Your conversation reveals whether 
you are a winner or a loser.Losers talk 
about obstacles.Winners talk about oppor-
tunities. Your conversation is a thermom-
eter of your faith level. We must press on 
into the testimony that God has for us. We 
are not slaves, but sons, and our conversation 
should reflect that reality. (Matt. 12:34)

• You must daily cultivate the mind 

of Christ.It’s time to quit weeping over what 
you’ve lost in your life and get on with what 
you do have. There is a purpose for your 
life. The Word of God says you have the 
mind of Christ. As a result you are super 
brilliant when you keep your mind stayed 
on Him. (Phil. 2:5)

• Recognize that a grasshopper com-
plex will destroy your faith. The grass-
hopper mentality will stop up your flow of 
faith and give Satan a voice in your life.You 
must focus on your opportunities and not on 
your obstacles. You are greater because 
He lives on the inside of you. We must...
Stop magnifying our problems and start de-
claring the testimony of tomorrow... today! 
(I John 4:4)

So the point I am making is... we must 
stop the grasshopper mentality. In which 
we view all we see... as what we don’t 
have... and what we perceive others can 
do... to hold us back... from our potential. 
We must begin to see life with a different 
lens. One of hope, a future of success and 
fulfilment!

Also...because of the very large pro-
portion of business leaders and church 
leaders who read this leadership material, 
I wanted to journey through some busi-
ness and church comparisons to collate 
application of the material. Or as it is 
said... “to bring it home”... “keep it real”... 
“make it plain”...so let’s further develop the 
application to firmly grasp the shift.

of their lives not God. Their help does not 
come from God but from their salaries or 
their employer. They are never awakened 
to the place of the blessing prepared for 
them by God.

We have had generations of believers 
short-change themselves in the work-
place. Believers have been sacked un-
justly, lied against and liars got away 
with it. Intimidated and bamboozled by 
others with lesser spirit inhabiting them. 
Where and when are we going to prove 
that we are the head and not the tail? 
What about the scripture that says “no 
weapon formed against us shall prosper”?  
Is there anywhere in that bible where God 
said “the just shall live by their salaries”? 
Beloved, we do not exist in this world 
as though we are marching through our 
father’s farm with no consciousness of 
harm. There is no way we can enjoy the 
best that God has for us with a docile at-
titude based on ignorance of the world we 
live in. The results are glaring already; we 
do not need to look too far, untold hard-
ship, failures, depression, oppression and 
losses abound.

From time immemorial, the original 
design of God for His children irrespective 
of their profession or job description is to 
live by faith not by career or profession. 
Does that mean we should carry faith on 
our head and not work? Of course not! We 
are to go about with understanding of our 
oneness with God and the GRACE that 
has made the journey easy which can only 
be found in the face of Jesus. We came to 

be saved by Grace through FAITH (Ephes. 
2:10), not of works, not of feelings, not of 
physical senses. Heb. 11:3 says “we the just 
shall live by faith”. Paul admonished the 
brethren in Galatians that the miraculous 
that God designed for them and it’s work-
ing in them did not come to them by human 
wisdom, but by the preaching of faith.

Every child of God that intends to enjoy 
the blessing of God must put to work their 
faith. Your FAITH represents your FATE in 
the world we live in. That you are in your 
workplace does not mean you cannot en-
joy or experience the miraculous power of 
God. The practice of your faith never allow 
you to put your trust in the mundane things 
of this world because God has your back 
covered. When it is time for termination 
of appointment or the noise about down-
sising in the year you laugh in their face 
because your faith is working. When your 
business looks as though it was dead, your 
faith is at work giving life to it.

So what must you do as a Christian in the 
marketplace? Wake up your spiritual life in 
the place of worship. Recognise that with-
out Him you can do but nothing. This would 
enable you go down on your knees and 
involve God in your work. Recognition of 
the person of God and His power activates 
the power of God in your affairs and causes 
you to mount up with wings as Eagle.

As you walk in the light of this truth, 
your “work-life” affairs will never remain 
the same again.

Remain blessed.

debo atiba
www.spiritonomics.org
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Yo u ’ v e  b e e n 
here for over 
18 months; 
w h a t  w e r e 
your hopes 

and fears before open-
ing the gallery?

I won’t say I had fears. 
I was charging ahead, 
trying different things: 
some of them were ed-
ucational– to educate 
people, to give people 
insights, to refresh their 
memories. I had different 
pop-up exhibitions. The 
first ever was at Civic 
Centre, then afterwards 
at The White Space. The 
last one I did before I 
opened Rele was in my 
living room; I took out all 
the furniture and created 
an art gallery.

Who did you exhibit?
I exhibited five artists: 

Victor Ehikhamenor, Kay-
ode Adegbola, Opedun 
Damilola, Uche Uzorka 
and Ayoola Omogbolah-
an. This was in June 2014. 
After this we started con-
versations about opening 
my own space. I’d sold 
art through the pop-up 
exhibitions and from the 
booth of my car. I start-
ed Rele to have a space 
people could keep going 
back to, an institution you 
could come back to meet 
people and interact.

The pop-up exhibi-
tions lasted for one or 
two weeks, we lost a 
lot of audience, people 
who had travelled while 
the exhibition was on. 
Here our exhibitions last 
a month and even after a 
month the works are still 
available for viewing. So 
rather than call me to 
get a painting say, as a 
gift, you can walk in here. 
Rele is also well located. 
People can come in here 
during their lunch break 
to buy art, to relax, and 
be inspired.

How successful was 
the exhibition in your 
living room?

I broke even. I didn’t 
sell all the works though. 
I was fine with that. That 
gave birth to Rele. Be-
fore the exhibition I had 
decided to do a course 
in curating in the UK. I 
love presenting art. I’m 
not an artist but I think 
of myself as a creative. 
The good thing about 
the course was that I 
was able to visit different 
galleries.

W h a t  h a v e  y o u 
learned about the art 
market in Nigeria since 
you opened?

We are very open here 
about pricing. There is 
the issue of going to the 

‘I don’t see impossibilities; I like 
to push myself to the extreme’

Interview

Adenrele Sonariwo is the founder and director Rele Gallery. In this interview, she spoke on her trajectory in the art 
business- how she started, her exhibitions, her experiences, the ups and downs. She also spoke about her dreams, 
among other issues bordering on the business. Excerpts:

artist to a get a discount 
for an artwork. There is 
an issue with artist repre-
sentation. A lot of artists 
are a bit skeptical and 
are reluctant to being 
represented exclusively 
by a gallery. They are un-
willing to sign contracts. 
I’ve learnt it’s possible to 
bring in a new audience. 
I noticed that the same 
people visit galleries and 
so I wanted to attract a 
different audience. I’m 
pleased when people 
walk in here and say it’s 
their first time in a gal-
lery. It’s the most beauti-
ful part of what I do.

What’s Rele to you, 
is it a hobby, a social 
pastime, a means for 
making a living?

I won’t say Rele is a 
hobby. It’s not a social 
pastime. For me Rele is 
a business. Rele is a so-
cially conscious business 
but first we must make 
enough money to cover 
our costs and pay our 
artists. It is a business. 
We’re not doing this be-
cause it is fun. When we 
entered the market, we 
realized there were a lot 

of gaps and we want to 
fill them.

What are some of 
these gaps?

I  think we’re doing 
fresh and exciting things 
many galleries aren’t do-
ing. We’re catering to 
a younger aspirational 
market. We found out 
that Nigerians get bored 
easily. At the opening of 
a new exhibition peo-
ple are already asking, 
‘When is the next one?’ 
We  r e a l i s e d  w e ’ r e  i n 
market where you must 
be constantly creative. 
And it’s unfortunate that 
there’s no funding from 
the corporate sector. 
This limits the number 
of exhibitions we show.

What does to take to 
run a successful gallery?

I think you need to be 
curious and willing to act 
on that curiosity. As a gal-
lerist and curator, I know 
what I like but not all the 
artworks we’ve exhib-
ited appealed to me. You 
must be curious about 
artists and their work, 
visit their studio to see 
what they are working 
on; good artworks you 

attract people. Collec-
tors are curious as well.

How do you find art-
ists?

There are different 
ways. Most of them I met 
by visiting their studios. 
We live in a social media 
world where artists post 
their works on Facebook 
or Instagram. When I see 
an interesting piece, I ask 
the artist if I can visit or if 
the work can be brought 
over. We can be reached 
via our website, but few 
artists don’t realise stag-
ing an exhibition is seri-
ous thing. We insist that 
interested artists take 
their time before sending 
us a proposal that states 
their understanding of 
their art and what they 
want the audience to see 
or feel at an exhibition as 
well as pictures of their 
artworks. We’ve started 
visiting art schools to see 
what’s available. Eventu-
ally we’ll travel across 
Nigeria to spot talent.

Do you sell artworks 
from your own stock or 
those consigned to the 
gallery by artists?

Most of the works 

h e r e  a r e  o n  c o n s i g n-
ment. Artists understand 
it must work that way. 
Sometimes we buy art-
works by the younger 
artists. Sometimes we do 
secondary sale and advi-
sory. If a collector want-
ed to sell an artwork we 
evaluate and find a buyer. 
Our primary business is 
to show exhibitions and 
represent artists.

What sort of artists is 
Rele interested in?

We are interested in 
artists doing things dif-
ferently, in art that is rel-
evant to contemporary 
society. We are interest-
ed in artists challenging 
themselves in terms of 
medium. Art is beyond 
the painting on the wall; 
it must have a message. 
Not just one message. 
The artist must be doing 
cutting-edge, interest-
ing work for us to show 
them here.

Do  y o u  r e p r e s e n t 
artists on an exclusive 
basis?

Yes, but mostly young 
artists. There are four 
ways to show here. We 
have artists we represent 
exclusively whose works 
you find here at any time 
and give them prefer-
ence when it comes to 
exhibitions – they get 
priority over other art-
ists. For our curated ex-
hibitions we invite artists 
who fit into the show. 
We have artists whose 
works are consigned to 
us. And we stage shows 
based on an artist’s pro-
posal, if it fits into the 
audience we cater for.

Rele wants to be a 
place where young as-
piring collectors find new 
emerging new artists

Ye s ,  b u t  w h i l e  i t ’s 
important the brand is 
perceived as such, we 
also exhibit established 
artists because big col-
lectors help us pay our 
rent and stay afloat.

Do you come across 
young aspiring collec-
tors often?

I  e n j o y  e d u c a t i n g 
people about art. I don’t 
know the size of the mid-
dle class in Nigeria but 
people my age or older 
don’t buy art. I want them 
to spend their money on 
less ephemeral things. 
Some are a bit more dif-
ficult to convince. I must 
be patient with them to 
get them to understand 
and start collecting art.

Do they walk in curi-
ous to buy or to see?

Whether they want to 
buy or see, I always say 
they may not have the 

money to buy now but 
eventually they’ll get to 
that point. Even artworks 
can be seen online, I still 
believe there are those 
who want to come and 
see and experience it. The 
thickness of a painting 
can get lost in a picture. 
It might not wow you 
as much as it would if 
you walked in here. You 
don’t get to see, for in-
stance, the detail of Ngozi 
Schommer’s works.

How do you combine 
your roles as promoter, 
tastemaker, matchmak-
er and gatekeeper?

There are lots of art-
ists in Nigeria. Even when 
we don’t go out looking, 
many come to us. I don’t 
necessarily have to like 
all the works we show 
but it must be able to ex-
cite; works that engage 
people on a different lev-
el. Artists must challenge 
themselves and their 
audience more. There is 
a lot going now in Nigeria 
and artists must be able 
to spark a conversation.

Most collectors in Ni-
geria know what they 
w a n t .  Th e y  d o  t h e i r 
homework. Younger col-
lectors too will buy what 
they like, even though 
we are educating their 
taste. We ask them what 
about an artwork speaks 
out to them. We ask if 
they’d prefer to come 
back and see during an-
other exhibition. One 
collector came solely for 
the drawings at our last 
exhibition.  

How did Rele get to 
partner with Samsung 
and attend ArtHamp-
tons within a year?

I’m a go-getter. I like 
to push myself to the 
extreme. Give me any 
industry and I can tell 
how we can collaborate 
on art. I’m talking with 
a cement company to 
see what we can do. The 
creative part of me al-
lows me to figure out 
how we can work with 
any industry.

With ArtHamptons I 
wanted to attend a fair 
other than 1:54, the Af-
fordable Art Fair, or Jo-
burg. I did with Tafeta. 
Th e  e x p e r i e n c e  w a s 
great. It was a totally dif-
ferent audience. We had 
to educate lots of people. 
African art is booming 
in the UK while in the 
US it’s not well known. 
No one knew who Ben 
Enwonwu was. It was an 
opportunity to educate 
collectors about art from 
Nigeria.

Adenrele Sonariwo
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‘Glaucoma is the commonest cause 
of irreversible blindness in Nigeria’

Interview

Adeola Onakoya is a Consultant Ophthalmologist, at the Lagos University Teaching Hosiptal LUTH. She is also the Head of Department, Guinness Eye 
Centre at LUTH Idi-Araba. She is involved in clinical work – running general clinics as well as glaucoma specialist clinics at the Guinness Eye Centre in 
her capacity as a consultant ophthalmologist. Onakoya is a member of Ophthalmological Society of Nigeria and International Council of Ophthalmology 
(ICO) and the Chairman of the Glaucoma Society of Nigeria. In this interview with BDSUNDAY, she bares her mind on Nigeria’s healthcare sector, especially 
eye care services and diseases like glaucoma, and how the Guinness Eye Clinic is leading the charge against preventable blindness.

Onakoya

Can you tell us about your role 
within the Guinness Eye Hos-
pital and other responsibilities 
you handle within LUTH?

As the head of depart-
ment, I oversee the 
general running of 
the centre, take re-
sponsibility as the 

leader and accountable to the 
management of the Lagos Uni-
versity Teaching Hospital. My 
primary responsibility and as-
signment are to render quality 
eye care to patients accessing 
care at the centre. I also train 
and mentor resident doctors, 
medical students and nurses in 
comprehensive ophthalmology. 
Research is another vital part 
of my responsibility, to contrib-
ute to the body of knowledge. 
Outside of the Guinness Eye 
Centre (GEC), as a professor 
in the university, I serve in vari-
ous committees towards the 
advancement of medical knowl-
edge and smooth running of the 
institution. Beyond the confines 
of the hospital, I am the cur-
rent chairman of the Faculty of 
Ophthalmology of the National 
Postgraduate Medical College 
of Nigeria, a body responsible 
for the regulation as well as the 
training and certification of spe-
cialist doctors in Nigeria.

Businesses have a long history 
of providing support via build-
ing of infrastructure, mass-
oriented initiatives and fund-
ing of research works, to the 
healthcare sector. A case in 
point is Guinness Nigeria Plc’s 
funding of eye clinics across 
the country, dating back to the 
1960s, including the Guinness 
Eye Hospital in LUTH that you 
oversee. Can you briefly tell us 
GN’s level of involvement in 
this hospital?
Right from inception of the 
initiative of GN PLC to provide 
the infrastructure, the organisa-
tion has been very supportive 
in ensuring that GEC renders 
quality eye care services to 
people of Lagos and others from 
neighbouring states. This was 
achieved through the award of 
regular subvention in support 
of ophthalmic equipment pur-
chase, infrastructure mainte-
nance and the general running of 
GEC .GN Plc, in the last 10 years 
has been quite supportive in en-
suring that GEC acquire cutting 
edge technology equipment 
for ophthalmic care, e.g LASER 
machines, slit lamps and other 
diagnostic equipment.

Judging by the size of the Guin-
ness Eye Hospital and the high 
p a t r o n a g e  l e v e l  o f  L U T H , 
would you say that the hospi-
tal has enough capable hands, 
especially specialised medical 

personnel in-house?
Guinness Eye Centre houses the 
Department of Ophthalmology 
of both the College of Medicine 
and Lagos University Teach-
ing Hospital. In addition other 
stakeholders in eye health care, 
nurses, optometrists, pharma-
cist, medical records officers 
and other ancillary staff work 
in the centre. These comprise 
of eight consultant ophthal-
mologists with sub-specialist 
in glaucoma , peadiatric oph-
thalmology, vitreoretina and 
public health ophthalmology. 
Currently, there are 24 resident 
doctors undergoing specialist 
training, 39 ophthalmic trained 
nurses, two optometrists, six 
medical records officers, four 
pharmacists, and 16 ancillary 
support staff. In essence, the 
Guinness Eye Centre renders 
specialist and subspecialist 
services in addition to training 
of resident doctors, medical 
students and nurses. The infra-
structures and the equipment 
available allows the GEC Lagos 
to render a comprehensive and 
subspecialty tertiary eye care 
in addition to the conducting of 
academic researches thereby 
making remarkable contribu-
tions to the existing body of 
knowledge in ophthalmology. 
The centre also serves as the 
examination centre for special-
ist in ophthalmology for the 
national postgraduate college 
of Nigeria , and international 
council of ophthalmology ex-
amination for which I serve as 
the coordinator in Nigeria.

The eye care field is very wide 
though many hardly know 
this, which is why many who 
visit eye clinics erroneously tell 
you they have gone to see their 

optician, even when it was an 
ophthalmologist or optom-
etrist they saw. Briefly explain 
the differences between these 
professionals and the services 
you render at Guinness Eye 
Hospital.
An ophthalmologist is the head 
of the team, a fully trained medi-
cal doctor. They perform com-
plete and comprehensive eye 
evaluation and provide treat-
ment for all eye diseases, in-
cluding those with endogenous 
origin, in addition to treating the 
associated medical conditions. 
He/she performs laser surgery 
and conventional eye surgery 
and also prescribes medica-
tion, glasses, and contact lenses. 
Optometrists perform eye ex-

amination, tests for glasses and 
ocular alignment; prescribe and 
fits glasses. He teaches eye ex-
ercises and refers patients with 
ocular diseases to the ophthal-
mologists for appropriate man-
agement. Opticians grind lenses 
and make glasses. At GEC, we 
render comprehensive eye care 
in addition to subspecialist eye 
care for glaucoma, paediatric eye 
services, vitreoretinal services, 
and refraction and low vision 
services. Surgical interventions, 
either conventional or LASER 
surgical services, are available.

The Nigerian healthcare sector 
has been under severe strains 
in the last decade or more due 
to poor funding, lack of fresh 
investments, dearth of per-
sonnel, brain drain etc. How 
has the Guinness Eye Hospital 
coped with these challenges?
The Guinness Eye Centre, over 
the years has managed to stay 
above board with regards to 
brain drain and dearth of per-
sonnel. The facilities and in-
frastructures available at the 
centre provide an enabling en-
vironment for comprehensive 
training that matches interna-
tional standard, in addition to 
mentoring. These have over 
the years equipped the person-
nel and given us visibility in the 
international community and 
linkages formed with reputable 
institutions abroad whom we 
collaborate with. These col-
laborations have helped over 
the years to stabilise the training 
and human resources at GEC 
because of the vast opportunity 
and exposure through the inter-
national partners.

What other challenges do you 
currently face and how are you 
resolving those?
Ophthalmic practice is quite 
equipment-intensive and there’s 
a continuous demand for equip-
ment as new and more advanced 
technology becomes available. 
These are not cheap; this is a ma-
jor challenge we face. Through 
the support of Guinness Nigeria 
Plc, Vision 2020, collaboration 
with London School of Hygiene 
and Tropical Medicine and LUTH 
m a n a g e m e n t ,  w e  m a n a g e d 
to purchase some. However, 
there’s always a continuous need 
to upgrade the equipment to 
provide high quality care and 
treatment to our patients.

Experts in eye care services 
have identified glaucoma as 
the leading cause of blind-
ness in Nigeria. Why, in your 
opinion, is the disease so wide-
spread?
Glaucoma is the commonest 
cause of irreversible blindness 
in Nigeria. About 5.02 percent 

of people above 40 years suffer 
from Glaucoma, especially the 
open angle type. This in abso-
lute numbers translates to two 
million and out of these, only 5 
percent are aware of the disease 
with about 20 percent blind in 
both eyes. Lack of awareness, 
poor knowledge about the ag-
gressive nature of the disease 
in black people is also a major 
problem. Lack of symptoms at 
the early stages of the diseases 
lead to late presentation in our 
environment where regular eye 
examination is not part of our 
culture. Research has shown 
that 80-90 percent of patients 
with Glaucoma in Nigeria seek 
medical attention at the late 
stages of the disease with loss 
of vision in one eye in 40-50 
percent of them. In addition, 
first degree relatives of suffer-
ers are also at a higher risk of 
the disease because it runs in 
families .The widespread nature 
in Nigeria is due to the fact that 
being black is a major risk factor 
coupled with increase in preva-
lence as one advances in age.

What other eye defects are 
prevalent in Nigeria, from your 
experience, and how can they 
be prevented or managed?
The other eye defects prevalent 
in Nigeria are refractive errors, 
cataracts, diabetic retinopathy 
and allergic conjunctivitis in 
children. For refractive errors, 
simple eye test with provision 
of spectacles will solve this huge 
problem. Cataract surgery with 
lens implant will reduce blind-
ness from cataract being the 
commonest cause of blindness 
in Nigeria.

At Guinness Eye Hospital, how 
do you define success, is it by 
the number of eye-related is-
sues you are able to solve or 
the preventive measures you 
put in place for early detection 
and correction?
Our successes span preventive, 
treatable and rehabilitative arms 
of care. Health education is given 
at the start of business each day 
in the clinic by nurses on com-
mon eye conditions and recog-
nitions of the complications. 
Definitive treatments are of-
fered for established conditions 
and the complicated cases are 
offered rehabilitative services.

We have heard about the im-
portance of regular checkups. 
In your opinion, how regular 
should we do a comprehensive 
eye checkup?
For the eyes, it is once in 2 years. 
However, for people with fam-
ily members who suffer from 
glaucoma, it should be done on 
a yearly basis. Entire body check 
up is advised on a yearly basis. 

Right from 
inception of the 
initiative of GN 
PLC to provide 

the infrastructure, 
the organisation 

has been very 
supportive in 

ensuring that GEC 
renders quality 

eye care services 
to people of Lagos 

and others from 
neighbouring 

states
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Ex-president, Oluse-
gun Obasanjo, soon 
after firing a hot ‘quit 
notice’ to President 
Muhammadu Buhari; 

soon after turning round to hug 
the same man in faraway Davos, 
Switzerland; soon after sneak-
ing to the creeks of Otueke to 
embrace his sulking second suc-
cessor, Goodluck Jonathan, and 
soon after hobnobbing with the 
state governor, Seriake Dickson, 
went to a rural community to flag 
off construction of a first-ever 
private refinery project. He laid 
the foundation stone of a multi-
million dollar refinery project 
in the swamps of Obuna in the 
outskirts of Yenagoa, Bayelsa 
State capital.

Obasanjo, who courted Ali 
Baba the great comedian to a 
stage contest without success, 
revealed the real motives of those 
who craved for refinery licences 
(he issued 18), saying he later 
found they merely wanted to gain 
access to lifting of crude oil.

He thus praised Buhari not 
only for granting 22 licences, four 
more than he (Obj) gave, but for 
being lucky to see one licence be-
ing put into use, especially in the 
Niger Delta.

The host governor, Seriake 
Dickson, said such gesture by Bu-
hari was a welcome development 
that should be followed up with 
award of oil blocs to Niger Delta 
people, but regretted that the two 
oil blocs that Obasanjo awarded 
the Bayelsa State oil company 
had been bogged down by what 
he called ‘rots’. He said he would 
reveal his findings on a later date.

The leadership of the Nigeria 
National Petroleum Corpora-
tion (NNPC), represented by 
the managing director of the 
Port Harcourt Refinery, Shehu 
Malami, said Nigerians should be 
ready to become exporters of fuel 
instead of importers as strategic 
partnerships have been entered 

into to re-fire the three refineries 
in Nigeria to hit 90 per cent capac-
ity utilisation and add to what the 
Dangote complex would do, all 
before end of 2019. 

An official of MRS Petroleum, 
Amina Mina, said no one took the 
promoter of the upcoming refin-
ery in Bayelsa seriously when the 
medical doctor (Azikel) walked 
into their office waving a refinery 
licence. She said they laughed 
him off like they did many others, 
knowing they had no intention or 
capacity to refine crude oil. She 
said things later turned out that 
Azikel Group owned by a medi-
cal doctor and former commis-
sioner for health in Bayelsa State, 
Eruani Azubapu Godbless, was 
a very serious and determined 
entrepreneur. She said MRS has 
signed on as the off-taker of the 
project, meaning they would be 
the owners of the products to be 

produced at the 12,000 bpd by 
Azikel Refinery.  

Important guests that were 
allowed into the expansive sand-
filled 19.9 hectares of land were 
amazed to what was later de-
scribed by experts as the first 
private refinery in the Niger Delta. 
It was described as a project with 
the economic dynamics capable 
of redressing the fortunes of the 
oil state and opening the state up 
for inflow of advanced technol-
ogy. “It is a new dawn in the econ-
omy of Nigeria and it will ignite 
the dreams of Bayelsa people and 
other Niger Deltans”, an observer 
told a group of newsmen.

Insight into Azikel Group
Godbless, simply called Azikel, 

gave insights into the concept and 
expressions of the Azikel Group 
and the refinery experiment.

I must salute the contributions 
of Governor Seriake Dickson as a 

key promoter of this project. This 
is delightful, and history is being 
made here in Bayelsa State. We 
are located near a Shell gas facil-
ity. We are about to refine crude 
oil right here at home. It will ad-
dress incessant fuel scarcity and 
crisis here in Bayelsa State and in 
the Niger Delta.

Construction stage will create 
over 1000 jobs. Already, young 
engineers from Bayelsa State 
are abroad studying this system. 
They are to start from day one 
(USA) and be part of the start-off.

Azikel Group has interesting 
background. As a little boy, I was 
called Azikel Boy by my mother 
who is here today, as short form 
for Azubapu. She did not know 
that she was choosing a name 
for such a conglomerate. So I had 
to fall back on ‘Azikel’ as a corpo-
rate name. Today, the Group has 
Azikel Dredging, Azikel Aviation, 
Azikel Power, and now, Azikel 
Petroleum (DAPP).

In 2015, President Buhari 
awarded a licence to Azikel Pe-
troleum for 12,000 bpd refining 
company. This was to liberalise 
the industry. This is what will end 
fuel scarcity and end importation 
of fuel. We are extremely grateful 
for this. Nigeria will soon be net 
exporter of fuel. President Buhari 
also awarded an on-grid license in 
power generation to the group.

There are challenges but the 
worst days are over. This place 
was a deep swamp forest and it 
scared me the first day I stepped 
into it. I was full of doubts. This 
place is 19.9 hectares of swamps 
requiring 2.2 million cubic tons of 
sand. It requires $16m worth of 
investment. It took nine months 
of sand-filling, and six months to 
allow it to settle before construc-
tion work could start here.

The project is being executed 
in two phases; land clearing, fenc-
ing, roads of 3.1km distance, then 
administrative blocks, technical 
operation building, storage tanks. 
These jobs amount to 45 per 
cent completion of the project. 
The second phase is engineer-
ing and fabrications by technical 
partners. This is 65 percent done. 
This is the first of its type: petrol, 
kerosene, aviation fuel, diesel, 
etc. This will add value to Nigerian 
crude and deal with scarcity. It is 
close to the finishing line.

The governor has been keen 
supporter of this project. All gov-
ernment agencies in the state 
have been put on alert to help out 
where necessary. The certificate 
of occupancy (C/O) is to be 
signed right here today, all being 
as a result of the governor’s dem-
onstration of the state govern-
ment readiness to support this 
all-important project.

The ex-president, Olusegun 
Obasanjo (PhD), has been sup-
portive, promoting the credibility 
of Azikel Group internationally. 

This has given us openings around 
the world. We are glad to be sup-
porting governments at all levels 
to create jobs.

Olusegun Obasanjo
It’s true that this is not the 

first time refinery licences were 
awarded in Nigeria. President 
Buhari gave 22, but only Azikel 
is working. We gave 18 but none 
was used. You can see the reason 
we should salute Dr. Azikel. If the 
colonial masters had seen the oil 
earlier, they would have pushed 
ahead our independence. Now, 
an indigene has broken the yoke.

I thank President Buhari for 
giving more licences than I gave 
and I thank God for Azikel for 
actualising it. Licence owners 
give all kinds of excuses but you 
(Azikel) are doing it. Licence 
owners just wanted it to gain ac-
cess to crude oil. They went to Dr. 
Dakaoru (now king of Nembe) 
to lift crude oil. If he did anything 
wrong, I would have fired him.

I want to thank the technical 
partners in this project. If I came 
here and did not see them, I would 
have had doubts. If I gave 18 li-
censes and none is working, why 
would I have trusted this one? 
Their presence is show of con-
fidence to Bayelsa, Niger Delta 
and all of Nigeria. I therefore, urge 
them to bring in more of their co-
investors out there abroad. Tell 
them it’s safe here, it’s nice here.

Bayelsa is one relatively se-
cure, peaceful and stable area. 
Azikel, whatever you have done 
to gain the confidence of these 
foreign technical partners, con-
tinue. Tell Nigerians to do same. 
Some have spoiled our chances 
but not you. Look at massive land 
clearing and reclamation work 
done here. It’s another evidence 
of seriousness. When foreign 
investors come, they first talk to 
local investors. Tell them, it’s not 
too bad, it’s good enough here. 
They will check it out and con-
sider coming down.

Room for expansion: There 
is room for more. Soon, you will 
double the capacity of this refinery. 
Let the community always dialogue. 
To the IYC, when I was in govern-
ment, it was anger from your quar-
ters. God has created Nigerians, so, 
we all will have to benefit from the 
resources of the nation.

I introduced the policy of mar-
ginal oil field. Who do we blame 
for mismanaging them just as the 
governor does not know who to 
blame for mismanaging the state’s 
oil blocs. I urge the governor to 
seek out those who can perform 
and encourage them (industry).

Advice to Bayelsa State: 
Three areas that can easily make 
Bayelsa State a leading economic 
state: Medical tourism, ICT, Oil/
Gas.  Everybody within and out-
side Nigeria can easily mark Bay-
elsa State out as a medical hub. 
The kind of equipment I saw in 

Startling revelations as Obasanjo lays stone 
for Nigeria’s 2nd private refinery in Bayelsa
IGNATIUS CHUKWU, Port Harcourt

Eruani Azubapu Godbless

Obasanjo (2nd l), others at the foundation-laying ceremony at the site.
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•Ex-president says refinery licence owners only 
wanted to lift crude oil

•Praises Buhari for seeing at least one success 
out of 22 licences

•Dickson bemoans rot in Bayelsa’s two oil blocs
•NNPC says Nigeria soon to be fuel exporter

Bayelsa State is not even in most 
of the foreign hospitals people 
flock to. I will be coming here for 
medical checkup henceforth.  

Gov Seriake Dickson:
I most sincerely thank Presi-

dent Buhari who found the Azikel 
Group fit and proper for two 
licenses; in petroleum and power. 
Those are the kinds of gestures 
we in this region expect. When 
we see this kind of thing, we ap-
preciate it. We need more, and we 
even need deliberate encourage-
ment to compensate our people 
in an industry that has harmed our 
people. Each time I see Buhari, I 
will convey our appreciation and 
ask for more. The handshakes 
we ask for are beyond refinery 
licenses but oil blocs. We won’t 
be tired of asking because it’s a 
legitimate case.

Relocation of oil companies to 
the oil region was ordered by the 
Acting President but we are still 
waiting. We hear of refineries being 
granted licenses to locations far 
away from feed origins. I don’t know 
why they want to resort to pipelines 
to pipe crude from the Niger Delta 
to far away places, even to Niger Re-
public. I find that strange. What is the 
business case in it? This is at a time 
when people are talking of pipeline 
vandalism. We do things the wrong 
way; and 50 years has shown the 
line, see the kind of results we are 
getting. I am not particular about 
one occupant of Aso Rock.

Oil bloc: They are ancestral 
assets (property) of our people. 
That is what they give away as 
oil blocs. We are making a case 
for inclusion. Include us! Under 
Obasanjo, a lot of good things 
happened to us; we got the minis-
try of petroleum, a vice president, 
our state oil company got two 
oil blocs, etc. When I came back 
as governor, I found a lot of rot. 
I won’t disclose what I found. 
More will be said later.

On Azikel: He is a big dreamer; 
Obasanjo’s presence lends cre-
dence to this, and shows all in 
Nigeria and in the world that this 
project is doable. Government 
creates the stability but it is the 
duty of the private sector to cre-
ate the jobs. It takes off pressure 
from the Government. We battle 
oil majors to set up offices here but 
no way, they prefer to stay away 
and pay taxes to other states while 
crude and consequences of their 
operations say with us.

Land: If you don’t convert it 
to commercial use, it will remain 
dormant. I did what Obasanjo did 
in Abuja; I used same contractors 
he used from Abuja to do digital 
certificate of occupancy scheme. 
For this, title to land is easy in Bay-
elsa State, just 60 days because of 
Land Use Act. I sign Certificates of 
Occupancy every week. There is 
no politics about it in Bayelsa be-
cause I do not want to know who 
owns it because it’s your right as 
Bayelsans. Some are coming to 
hurry before election comes but 
I smile. It’s not so with me.

Bayelsa is a very stable state. 
Investors, feel free to work with 
Azikel Group. No security is-
sues will arise in this project. You 
listened to what the king of the 
domain said. We must appreciate 
him on this because it changes our 

narrative. What they say about 
this state is not entirely correct. In 
six years our state has done much 
in area of policy to create a new 
economic era.

Thomas Fuller, director, Re-
finery Operations

Work has been going on for 
more than two years now, and 
now, more activities would be 
witnessed. It will be operated 
with international standards be-
cause modern technology is what 
is being installed to be in use here 
for efficiency and effectiveness. 
We are working with reputable 
contractors with international 
standards from Houston, UAE, 
Washington, etc. Big companies 
such as MRS are also lending 
support. This will generate many 
employments; direct and indirect.

Alfred Diete-Spiff, first mili-
tary governor of old Rivers State

This is a unique occasion. 1956 

was Oloibiri, 2018 is the next 
milestone for oil in Bayelsa State; 
a refinery. This is therefore, a clear 
sign of things to come.

Azikel is a great achiever; I call 
him the ‘Teinmebo’ of Bayelsa. 
I commend President Muham-
madu Buhari for this licence. Let 
us rejoice over this. 

Edmund Dakaoru, Aman-
yanabo of Nembe

Obasanjo is my mentor. Da-
kaoru served as petroleum min-
ister under Obasanjo). Azikel is 
a man who has smashed many 
paradigms. The story of private 
refineries started in the 1980s 
with the likes of MKO Abiola, 
Dantata, Michael Ibru, etc. It is an 
attempt to get into the upstream 
sector of the oil industry and this 
very technical. Obasanjo pushed 
the concept of value-added. This 
will boost job creation and taxes 
in Bayelsa State, at least, I was 

present when Oloibiri was drilled. 
This indeed is great effort, and this 
entrepreneur is from Oloibiri axis. 
We are celebrating.

Advice: Don’t ever alienate the 
host communities; adhere strictly 
to quality control from start to fin-
ish with constant monitoring.

Native voices
A youth leader from the com-

munity, Pere Kumba; said: “No 
more fighting, stealing, etc. If FG 
wants to empower anybody, see 
Azikel. He can carry everybody 
along.”

Alfred Kenipane, secretary-
general of the Ijaw Youth Council 
(IYC), said: “This is a great day 
in IYC. Our motto is Resource 
Control by all Means possible; 
it has been misappropriated. 
This is the real meaning of our 
slogan. We are aware that from 
economic power, one can gain 
political power. We urge the au-

thorities to develop Nigeria from 
oil regions; this way a region can 
do $16billion budget. Militants 
should militate against poverty 
instead of building camps, build 
industries. The FG should give 
tax holiday to investors coming 
to Niger Delta. Security from 
economic point is the best.”

FG should deploy good poli-
cies to create real security. To 
people of the oil region, cry not 
for return of industries because 
nobody will develop your area for 
you. Let our people (investors) 
come and do it.

Royal father of Gbarain king-
dom

I am a very happy king today 
because this is the 4th company 
to locate to my kingdom in my 
time. This is a very peaceful king-
dom. Give investors a chance. Do 
not pester them with requests. 
Let us give Azikel a chance to 
develop us. If investors go away 
with their projects, what will we 
do. I feel like dancing right now. 
We hear power is also coming.

Senator Paulkan for Bayelsa 
Central:

Our sons are not in the apex of 
oil in our land. Azikel is in the right 
direction. Refining has been prob-
lematic, you gave license but not 
many have be a success. FG takes 
the flaring tax but communities 
suffer the effect. Subsidy scares 
private sector investors in refinery. 
FG should give total deregulation 
but should check price exploita-
tion. This is how to encourage the 
likes of Azikel because oil industry 
is an international one.

NNPC MD Represented by 
the MD of PH Refinery, Shehu 
Malami

It is worthy to note that Presi-
dent Buhari’s dynamic leadership 
has inspired Nigerians to do this 
kind of venture. This kind of project 
addresses issues of grievances and 
fuel scarcity. NNPC thanks Azikel 
Petroleum. We support. There is 
high demand for refined products; 
35 to 55 million litres of petrol per 
day; kerosene is 10m litres. Nige-
rian spends huge foreign exchange 
on importation of refined products. 
Thus, private refineries will boost 
in-country refining.

The NNPC urges others to 
join in this kind of venture so 
Nigerians can become exporters 
by 2019. NNPC is engaging part-
ners to raise funds to rehabilitate 
the three refineries up to 90 per 
cent capacity. More refineries 
will create enormous opportuni-
ties. North and Central Africa 
would look up to Nigeria instead 
of looking up to Europe. Nigeria is 
well poised to meet consumption 
capacities. We hope to commis-
sion this refinery soon.



It is said that “The 
content of a man’s 
c h a r a c t e r  d e t e r -
mines his destiny”. 
Igwe Oranu Chris 

Chidume’s character and 
sense of humility has en-
deared him to his people 
in Omor community in 
Ayamelum Local Govern-
ment Area of Anambra 
State.

Omor community, un-
arguably the largest com-
munity in Anambra State, 
selected Chidume, among 
many other sons of the 
land, who aspired to be-
come the traditional ruler 
of the community, which 
was vacant for 10 years.

I g w e  C h i d u m e ,  a n 
industrialist and chair-
man, Krisoral Group, was 
unanimously chosen by 
his people, among other 
numerous contenders to 
the throne.

As a successful indus-
trialist,  Igwe Chidume 
is expected to bring his 
wealth of experience, as a 
manager of men to trans-
form the community, And 
so there was jubilation in 
Omor, following his instal-
lation as Igwe and the sub-
stantive traditional ruler 
of the area, by Governor 
Willie Obiano, recently.

The certificate and staff 
of office came shortly be-
fore he was crowned as 
the Eze Ana-Ukwu, Eze 
Igulube of Omor, by the 
community.

G o v e r n o r  O b i a n o , 
while handing the certifi-
cate to Igwe Chidume, at 
the Governor’s Lodge, 
Amawbia, noted that he 
was issuing the document 
to Chidume, based on the 
power conferred on him, 
as the chief executive of 
the state, under Section 
7 of the traditional rulers 
law of 1981, an indication 
that Chidume has trans-
formed from Igwe-elect 
of Omor to a substantive 
Igwe.

The governor said that 
he was impressed with 

When Chris Chidume, industrialist, 
was crowned Igwe of Omor community

Feature

Chidume’s coronation rekindles the hope of a people that waited for 10years to get a monarch 
they truly desired, GODFREY OFURUM writes:

the maturity and peace-
ful processes with which 
Omor people selected 
Chidume, among other 
contestants, as their new 
monarch and urged other 
communities in the state, 
which have not selected 
their own royal fathers to 
emulate the gesture.

Greg Obi, commission-
er for Local Government 
and Chieftaincy Matters, 
recalled that when the 
contest between Chidu-
me and others who were 
interested in the royal 
throne, became hot, the 
state government had 
to intervene and set up a 
committee to look into 
the matter.

Ob i  n o t e d  t h a t  t h e 
committee made up of 
c r e d i b l e  p e r s o n a l i t i e s 
like Tim Menakaya, Paul 
Odenigbo, Igwe Rowland 
Odegbo of Nteje, Igwe 
Christopher Idigo of Agul-
eri and himself (Obi) as 
members, found out that 
Chidume, was the choice 
of the community.

He noted that based 
on the committee’s find-
ings, which Obiano ad-

opted, Chidume became 
the Igwe-elect and issued 
him with a certificate and 
staff of office.

He urged Chidume to 
unify the people and rule 
them with love. Igwe Pe-
ter Anugwu, traditional 
ruler of Mbaukwu, who 
spoke on behalf of other 
traditional rulers at the 
ceremony, advised Chidu-
me to regard everybody, 
including his opponents 
as his subjects.

He observed that royal 
stool is meant to be con-
tested for and not given 
to someone on a platter of 
gold, stressing that it is not 
advisable for anybody to 
accept a traditional stool 
given to him on a platter 
of gold.

Igwe Chidume in his 
response, expressed ex-
citement and happiness 
to have received the cer-
tificate and staff of office, 
from the government and 
promised to unify every-
body in the community.

He also promised to 
partner other royal fathers 
in the state to assist Gov-
ernor Obiano to develop 
the rural communities and 
reduce urban migration.

“My next line of action 
is to make effort to bring 
Omor indigenes together. 
That is my first assign-
ment. I am so excited, very 
happy for receiving the 
certificate of recognition.

He continued, “Omor, 
is an agrarian community 
and so we would do our 
best to uplift the living 
standard of farmers in the 
community, equip hospi-
tals and schools, as well 
as, set up agro-industries 
to support farmers in the 
community.

“Agriculture is our ma-
jor occupation and I will 
ensure that government 
invests in the community, 
especially in rice farming.

“ Ou r  c o m p a n y -  Kr i-
s o r a l  Gr o u p -  h a s  e m -
ployed so many Omor 
people and many more 
are joining, but there is 
no way we can employ 
every Omor person in a 
single enterprise; conse-
quently, we hope that as 
time goes on, one of the 
ways to get our people 
employed, especially the 
youths, is to attract some 
other industries in Omor 
area , such that it would 
be close to them”.

“Combining traditional 
institution and corporate 
leadership will be a dif-
ficult task, but they know 
me one on one, it is some-
thing I can always com-
bine. Omor has gotten a 
lot of people that are will-
ing to work together with 
me, to ensure that our 
community is developed.

Ig w e  Ch i d u m e ,  w a s 
crowned by four eldest 
persons from the four vil-
lages and two others each 
f r o m  Ig w e  Ch i d u m e ’s 

paternal and maternal 
homes, they coroneted 
him, as the traditional 
ruler of the community 
a m i d s t  p o m p  a n d  c e r-
emony.

Chukwuma Nebeife, 
president-general, Omor 
Town Union, applauded 
the selection of Igwe Chi-
dume, as the traditional 
ruler of the community, 
noting that they have con-
fidence that he would 
take the community to 
greater heights in terms 
of quality leadership and 
development.

He therefore, urged 
every indigene to support 
the new monarch, even as 
they wished him long life 
and progress as he mounts 
the throne.

He also thanked Gover-
nor Obiano for issuing the 
new Igwe with certificate 
of recognition and staff 
of office, saying that the 
governor heard the cry of 
the people, who chose the 
new Igwe for the throne 
after many years without 
a king in the community.

Highlights of the oc-
casion include cultural 
dances, masquerade dis-

plays and a thanksgiving 
service held at the Christ 
the King Catholic Church, 
Omor.

Omor community
Om o r  i n  Ay a m e l u m 

Local Government Area 
of Anambra State, South-
East region of Nigeria is 
made up of 4 main villages, 
namely, Orenja, Akanator, 
Aturia and Amikwe.

It also has 20 sub-vil-
lages altogether; Orenja 
is made up of Isiokwe, 
Ezeonyia , Umu-uzu and 
Umuokpanta; Akanator 
is made up of Amaukwu, 
Isukwa, Umali, Umueze-
atum, Agbaja and Oyi; 
Aturia is made up of Ituku, 
Isiekenabo, Isiove, Umua-
nala, isiadi, Isiokpaya and 
Isinkakwu, while Amikwe 
is made up of Akara, Amik-
we-etiti and Umuogbu.

Fu r t h e r m o r e  i t  h a s 
69 kindreds altogether. 
Omor is on the shores of 
the Omambala River. It is 
thought to be geographi-
cally the largest town in 
Anambra State, closely 
followed by Agulu.

Omor has a total popu-
lation of 7,196 in 1952/53 
Nigerian Census, 17,337 
in 1963, in 1990 it has 
an estimated population 
of 20,248 presently the 
its population has risen 
a b o v e  m a n y  t o w n s  i n 
Anambra State and in Ni-
geria. Omor is surrounded 
by Umumbo, Igbakwu, 
Anaku, Umerum and Og-
bosu in Umulokpa clan, 
Uzo-Uwani Local Govern-
ment Area of Enugu State.

It has good vegetation, 
fertile lands for produc-
tion of food crops such as 
rice, maize, yam, cassava 
and assorted fruits.

The Federal Govern-
ment built the Anambra-
Imo River Basin Develop-
ment Authority Lower 
Anambra Irrigation Proj-
e c t  ( L A I P )  Ri c e  Fa r m 
project at Omor, which 
h a s  r e s u s c i t a t e d  t h e 
growing of rice in that 
part of the State. Forty 
hectares of Fadama land 
have been cultivated with 
rice in Omor, under the 
collaborative arrange-
ment between the state 
government and farmers 
under the auspices of the 
state Rice Farmers Co-
operative Union Limited. 
In addition a new rice mill 
complex with units for 
parboiling, milling, deston-
ing, and bagging capacity 
sufficient to produce over 
10,000 metric tons of high 
quality rice annually is 
enhancing production of 
the staple food for local 
consumption and export.

Omor is said to be the 
food basket of Anambra 
state as almost all its citi-
zens depend on farming.

Governor Obiano handing over certificate of recognition to Igwe Oranu Chris Chidume at Govenor’s Lodge, Amaowbia 

 Igwe Oranu Chris Chidume being crowned the king of Omor 
by the elders of the community at Omor Community

The eldest man handing over staff of office to Igwe Oranu Chris 
Chidume, during the coronation at Omor
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For many people, the 
name “Ogoni” in Rivers 
State is one only syn-
onymous with poverty, 
environmental degra-

dation, cultism and anything 
negative. But a non-governmen-
tal organisation, NGO, wants 
to change that narrative. It has 
opted to see only the positives. 
It wants to help others do same. 
It also wants to collectively hall 
investments into Ogoni.

That NGO is Stakeholder De-
mocracy Network (SDN). It is 
now working towards bettering 
the livelihood of people in Ogoni 
land through innovative support, 
especially within the agricultural 
value chain.

Agriculture used to be the 
people’s cherished occupation, 
until many parts of Ogoni became 
oil-polluted, even as serious as 
refined oil being buried eight cen-
timetres underground, according 
to a 2011 report on Ogoni by the 
United Nations Environment 
Programme (UNEP).

For example, Goi is a com-
munity in Gokana Local Govern-
ment in Ogoni. It never played 
host to any oil company. But in 
2005, a serious oil spill occurred 
at neighbouring (community) 
Bomo Manifold belonging to Shell 
Petroleum Development Com-
pany, SPDC. The spillage moved 
through the water body to Goi, 
contaminating water sources 
and lands.

As a result of the contamina-
tion, the Hydrocarbon Pollu-
tion Remediation Project, HY-
PREP, asked natives to migrate 
to neighbouring communities 
because the land was inhabit-
able. It warned against practising 
agriculture in the land nor eating 
food and fruits grown in the area 
because they were all poisoned.

But the Federal Government 
has begun cleaning up polluted 
sites in Ogoni and SDN believes 
lifting the people’s livelihoods 
should go with that clean up ex-
ercise. It also believes lifting those 
livelihoods must be collective.

Hence, on February 15 and 
16, SDN organised an event at 
Presidential Hotel in Port Har-
court titled “Technical  Work-
shop on Livelihood Innovation 
in Ogoni Land”. Delegates were 
drawn from government, donor 
agencies, NGOs, religious and 
civil right groups to deliberate on 
replicable innovations capable 
of raising living standards and 

INNOCENT IWARA, Port Harcourt

Restoring broken livelihoods in Ogoni

supporting smallholder farmers.
“In basic terms, we see the 

challenge that approaches to-
wards promoting livelihoods in 
Ogoni have not changed drasti-
cally over the last two decades. 
There are some moves on skill 
based training and agricultural 
extension but this have gener-
ally not taken advantage of new 
technology or lessons from else-
where.

“Our perspective is that there 
are a range of innovative initia-
tives that could be applicable to 
Ogoni. They should be consid-
ered carefully on whether and 
how they can be transplanted. 
The workshop provides an op-
portunity for an initial survey of 
these approaches,” SDN said via 
a summary paper distributed at 

the workshop.
Organisations that were rep-

resented at the workshop were: 
HYPREP; Movement for the Sur-
vival of Ogoni People, MOSOP; 
Market Development in the Niger 
Delta, MADE; British High Com-
mission; International Institute 
for Tropical Agriculture, IITA; 
Trust Africa; Social Action; Catho-
lic Relief Service, CRS; FOSTER; 
Centre for  Environment, Hu-
man Rights and Development, 
CEHRD; Citizen Trust; Partner-
ship Initiative in the Niger Delta, 
PIND; Kebetkachi.

 Environmental Right Action, 
ERA; National Coalition on Gas 
Flaring and Oil Spills in the Ni-
ger Delta , NACGOND; Real 
Estate Investment Trust, REIT; 

BRACEDCOM; Point Engineers 
Limited; also had delegates.

Ilugo Cletus, SDN’s Civil Proj-
ect Officer on economic diver-
sification, Port Harcourt, said in-
numerable potentials and oppor-
tunities abound in Ogoni, which 
the NGO is aimed at pointing the 
world to for investment.

“It would interest you to know 
that beyond environmental pol-
lution, environmental degrada-
tion, youth restiveness and all 
that, there are other potentials 
that Ogoni has. It may also inter-
est you to know that in Nigeria, 
plantain wine has been achieved 
at IITA in Onne, which is also in 
Ogoni land,” Cletus said.

Adding: “Now, if that technol-
ogy for instance or that process-
ing idea is further translated into 
economic value, it would help to 
change the narrative in Ogoni. 
Beyond this, Ogoni is a fertile agri-
cultural land where agriculture can 
thrive. There is Songhai (Farm) 
Rivers over there (in Ogoni). Cas-
sava can be produced in large com-
mercial value or quantity in Ogoni. 
Transportation system can also 
be developed in Ogoni land. And 
then with proper market linkages, 
Ogoni can be shown to the world 
map and then people can do busi-
ness in Ogoni.

“Beyond this, post harvest 
challenges arising from poor 
storage facilities can be enhanced 
and then share prices can be en-
hanced. This way, the narrative of 
Ogoni land which is usually about 
environmental degradation is im-
proved upon and then the world 
would see a better Ogoni land.”

Cletus said mindset change 
and appeal to financially-able 
organisations through the work-
shop makes the whole idea pos-
sible.

“Mindset Change is what we 
need to carry out and what we 
need to talk on. What we mean 
by mindset change is trying to 
tell an individual (farmers and 
indigenes) to change from the 
old long attitude or activities that 
he or she has done over the years 
that have not resulted to positive 
results. But then we cannot set 
mindset and Keep the person in 
a vacuum.

“We are trying our best to 
organise a forum where govern-
ment officials and the investing 
public would meet. From this 
discussion with those that are 
invited, both at the local and 
international levels, there would 
be a high level meeting where we 
would appeal to right-minded 
individuals with the resources 
and abilities to see opportunities 
in Ogoni land and harness them. 
That is our interest and that is 
what we intend to continue with,” 
he said.

MOSOP president, Legborsi 
Pyagbara, said the workshop is 
timely and necessary at this time 
since clean up without restora-
tion of the people’s livelihoods 
would lead to nothing significant 
in addressing the long struggle 
for equity.

“It is not just a message that 
is coming now, even though it is 
mentioned here. It is a message 
that we have also said before 
that we need to deconstruct the 
narrative.

“There cannot be a successful 
clean up without a concomitant 
economic recovery and that eco-
nomic recovery has to be situated 
within the context of recovering 
livelihoods that have been lost.

“Part of what happened in the 
period of the oil exploitation is 
that we said our local economic 
support systems were destroyed 
which is (crop) farming and fish-
ing. Moving forward, if we are 
doing cleaning and we don’t re-
store back to that livelihood, that 
cleaning would not be successful.

“So I think that the discussion 
here is timely, very important and 
appropriate. For us, it is some-
thing that we can take back to 
our people. It is something that 
we can encourage our people to 
get involved in because poverty 
knows no body,” Pyagbara said.

A discussant and delegate 
from the Market Development 
in the Niger Delta, MADE, Tunde 
Oderinde, said with the calibre of 
organisations represented at the 
workshop and as long as the drive 
towards innovative upgrade of 
livelihoods in Ogoni is not de-
pendent on government funding 
alone, the idea is a sure success.

“What we are talking about 
is a system where the private 
sector play their role, NGOs play 
their role, beneficiaries play their 
role, government play their role, 
donors come in and play their 
role; you would see such a move 
beyond the timeline of any proj-
ect or person who facilitates it.

“In as much as it is not gov-
ernment-dependent and donor-
dependent, then we are on the 
right path. What we are talking 
about is building a system for 
sustainability,” Oderinde said.
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LG Electronics unveils latest Multi V 5 commercial air-conditioner

LG Electronics, a global 
leader in heating, ventila-
tion and air-conditioning, 
has unveiled its newest 

Multi V 5 commercial air condi-
tioner into the Nigeria market.

The event which took place 
at Eko hotel in Lagos was aimed 
at ensuring penetration of the 
commercial air conditioner into 
the market to meet the growing 
needs for air conditioners that can 
perform on a higher level.

This move is coming at a time 
LG is looking at the direction of 
laying more emphasis on its busi-
ness to business in Nigeria, where 
the demand for energy-saving 
technology is increasing on a daily 
basis.

The unveiling of the Multi V 
5 which is LG’s newest Heating 
Ventilation and Air Conditioning 
(HVAC) solution is evident of the 
electronic giant’s drive to always 
be ahead of competition and lead 
in innovation by ensuring consum-
ers’ satisfaction and comfort is a 
key concern when manufacturing 
products. Expectedly, this cutting 
edge technology would gain sig-
nificant market share in Nigeria 
and indeed Sub-Sahara Africa

Interestingly, the Multi V 5 so-
lution is designed to offer ex-
ceptional performance even in 
extreme climate conditions with 

its streamlined functionality op-
timizing energy efficiency and 
maximizing user comfort at all 
time. It is equipped with an in-
novative Dual Sensing Control 
that monitors temperature and 
humidity level to efficiently man-
age cooling and heating. The Multi 
V 5 is no doubt a powerful climate 
control solution that can excel in 
tough climates.

The Multi V 5 has an impres-
sive 4 sided heat exchanger with 
a coating composed of an en-
hanced epoxy resin to protect vi-
tal components robust protection 
from various corrosive external 
elements such as air airborne 
salt and pollution. LG’s corro-
sion resistances technologies 
allowed the Multi V to pass the 
ISO accelerated corrosion test 
conducted by an independent test 
organization.

Moreover, the LG MULTI V 5’s 
new Ultimate Inverter Compres-
sor offers unrivaled efficiency, re-
liability and durability. Improving 
on the 15 to 150 Hz operational 
range of its predecessor, it oper-
ates from 10 Hz to 165 Hz. This 
widened range increases part 
load efficiency and enhances the 
MULTI V 5’s ability to quickly 
reach the desired temperature.

The MULTI V 5 features an en-
hanced bearing system layered 
with PEEK (Polyetheretherk-
etone) – an advanced material 
normally used in airplane engines 
- this efficient infrastructure al-

lows the MULTI V 5 to operate 
for sustained periods without 
any oil. In addition, the MULTI V 
5’s Smart Oil Management uses 
sensors to check the compres-
sor’s oil balance in real time, mini-
mizing unnecessary oil recovery 
operation.

Cholyong Park, general man-
ager, Air conditioning and Energy 
Solution division LG Electronics 
West Africa operations, said: “As 
a company with a great focus on 
producing energy saving and ef-

CHINWE AGBEZE ficient products, we are happy to 
introduce the Multi V 5 into the Ni-
gerian market, with this product 
in the market, we are in a better 
position to work with our dealers 
and business partners to make LG 
the No. 1 provider of smart and 
efficient HVAC solutions.”

Equipped with LG’s exclusive 
Ocean Black Fin, the MULTI V 
5 is protected from corrosive 
substances such as salt, sand and 
other elements brought in by sea 
winds as well as industrial pol-

lution. The black coating of the 
Ocean Black Fin heat exchanger 
keeps water from accumulating in 
order to minimize moisture build-
up. The durability enhancement 
prolongs the product’s lifespan 
and lowers maintenance costs, 
paving the way for improved 
performance.

Efficient systems like the Smart 
Load Control make it possible to 
effectively regulate outdoor unit 
discharge refrigerant tempera-
ture, increasing energy efficiency 
anywhere from 15 to 31 percent 
depending on humidity condi-
tions. This is ideal especially for 
tropical environments as the 
Smart Load Control function’s 
comprehensive understanding 
of its surroundings helps optimize 
energy efficiency while maximiz-
ing indoor comfort levels. Typical 
VRFs normally fluctuate consid-
erably in order to maintain a set 
indoor temperature, making them 
highly inefficient.

Unlike previous models that re-
quired manual cleaning, the Auto 
Dust Removal feature allows the 
LG MULTI V 5 to provide fully 
automated, convenient cleaning. 
The feature removes dust on the 
outdoor unit’s heat exchanger by 
reversing fan rotation to elimi-
nate accumulated sand and dust. 
This makes it possible for users 
to operate their air conditioners 
comfortably without worrying 
about the malfunctions that can 
occur due to dust accumulation.

L-R: Cholyong Park, general manager, air solution division, LG Electronics 
West Africa operations; Hari Elluru, head, corporate marketing, LG Electronics 
West Africa operations; Saheed Adeyemi, sales manager, air solution, LG 
Electronics, and Vijay Bakshi, technical and sales manager, air solution, LG 
Electronics, during the unveiling of LG Multi V 5 commercial air conditionerin 
Lagos, recently.
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…technology brings ultimate performance, reliability, efficiency

Kogi urges private sector, 
philanthropists to support 
technical, vocational skills 
centres

Private sectors and in-
dividuals in Kogi State 
have been urged to estab-
lish technical school and 

donate equipment to enhance 
technical and vocational skills in 
the state.Rosemary Osikoya, the 
Commissioner for Education, 
Science and Technology made 
the appeal on when representa-
tives of National Business and 
Technical Examinations Board 
(NABTEB) visited her in her office 
in Lokoja, recently.

According to the commission-
er, the state government wanted 
manufacturing companies such as 
mining and extractive industries 
to adopt technical college and 
donate the needed equipment 
to train students on the required 
skills, adding that the society 
should partner with the govern-
ment to help talented individuals 
as government cannot do it alone.

“We are calling on every in-
dividual, groups and organisa-
tions to donate the necessary 
equipment, give scholarships to 
students who have technological 
acumen to turn things around. 
Governor Yahaya Bello believes 
in youth empowerment, but this 
is not a government problem 
alone, there are companies out 
there that require special skilled 
personnel, which is part of the 
local content the government is 
clamoring for”.

HOPE MOSES-ASHIKE

CBN liquidity stress test 
shows banks’ vulnerability

The Central Bank of 
N i g e r i a  ( C B N ) 
conducted liquidity 
s t r e s s  t e s t  o n  t h e 
b a n k i n g  s e c t o r  a t 

the end of June 2017 and the 
result revealed that the industry 
was significantly vulnerable to 
liquidity, especially risk after a 
cumulative 30-day run.

T h e  f i n a n c i a l  s t a b i l i t y 
report released by CBN Friday, 
indicated that the Apex bank 
used the Implied Cash Flow 
Analysis (ICFA) and Maturity 
M i s m a t c h / R o l l o v e r  R i s k 
a p p r o a c h e s  t o  a s s e s s  t h e 
resilience of the banking industry 
to liquidity shocks.

A breakdown of the result 
showed that after a one-day run, 
the liquidity ratio of the industry 
declined to 31.5 per cent from 
the 48.1 per cent pre-shock 
position, and to 11.8 and 7.9 per 
cent after a 5-day and cumulative 
30-day run, respectively.

A 5-day and cumulative 30-
day run on the banking industry 
resulted in a liquidity shortfall of 
N2.01 trillion and N2.38 trillion, 
respectively.

The CBN also conducted 
C o n t a g i o n  R i s k  A n a l y s i s 
through Interbank Exposures. 
C o n s e q u e n t l y,  d u r i n g  t h e 
review period, analysis of banks 
based on unsecured interbank 
exposures showed that one bank 
was central in the network, as it 
was exposed to more than two 
counterparties in the system.

The result indicated that one 
bank failed capital adequacy 
ratio (CAR) after a 100 per cent 
assumed default of its interbank 
exposures.

Also at the end of June 2017 
banking industry stress test 
which covered 20 commercial 

a n d  f o u r  m e r c h a n t  b a n k s 
was conducted to evaluate 
the resilience of the banks to 
credit, liquidity, interest rate and 
contagion risks (shocks).

The industry was categorized 
into large banks with assets size 
of greater or equal to N1 trillion, 
medium banks with assets size 
of greater than N500 billion but 
less than N1 trillion and small 
banks with assets or less than or 
equal to N500 billion.

Consequently, the average 
baseline capital adequacy ratios 
(CARs) for the banking industry 
stood at 11.51 percent, large 
banks 13.13, medium banks 
-6.71, and small banks at 13.54 
per cent, at the end of the year 
under review.

These represented a decline of 
3.27, 2.34 and 19.46 percentage 
points for the industry, large and 
medium banks, respectively 
f r o m  t h e  p o s i t i o n  a t  e n d -
December 2016. However, the 
small banks group grew by 10.40 
percentage points from 3.14 to 
13.54 per cent.

The decline in CARs was 
attributable to the challenges 
in the oil and gas sector coupled 
with the slow recovery in the 
d o m e s t i c  e c o n o m y  w h i c h 
resulted to arise in NPLs and 

Emefiele

capital deterioration.
Meanwhile, Nigerian lenders 

are gearing up for Eurobonds 
issue to shore-up capital and 
increase lending to the real 
sector of the economy. 

Four deposit money banks 
are already indicating interest 
to raise money through the sale 
of Eurobonds this year. These 
include Union bank, FCMB, 
Fidelity bank and Diamond bank.

Union Bank was said to be 
working with Citigroup and 
Re n a i s s a n c e  Ca p i t a l  o n  a 
planned Eurobond sale after it 
sold $163 million share in the 
fourth quarter to boost lending.

Union bank was said could 
issue up to $250 million in bonds 
including one in local currency. 
The bank, in which Atlas Mara 
owns a 22.1 percent stake, plans 
to tap opportunities to lend to 
agribusinesses.

Uche Uwaleke, Associate 
Professor and Head, Banking 
a n d  F i n a n c e  d e p a r t m e n t 
Nasarawa State University Keffi, 
Nasarawa State, said it is a good 
development in view of the 
fact that it will further boost 
access to loans by farmers and 
complement the CBN Anchor 
Borrower programme and other 
interventions in the Agric sector.
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Glo lights up Kaduna Trade 
Fair with state-of-the-art 
exhibition materials

Nigeria’s Most Inno-
vative Network, Glo-
bacom, has raised the 
excitement bar at the 

ongoing Kaduna Trade Fair with 
its state-of-the-art exhibition 
materials and proactive customer 
care officers in furtherance of 
its encouragement of small and 
medium scale industries in the 
country.

Globacom has been daily en-
gaging in SIM Sales, registration 
and re-registration, product offer-
ings, customer query resolutions 
via access to a dedicated pavilion 
where the company’s staff attend 
to visitors.

The theme of the Fair, Promot-
ing Commerce, Industry and Ag-
riculture for International Com-
petitiveness” conceptualised by 
the Kaduna State Chamber of 
Commerce, Industry, Mines and 
Agriculture(KADCCIMA) is apt 
and designed  to accommodate  
various participants from within 
the state and across the country 
on a viable platform to exhibit 
their products, meet potential 
buyers and increase the state’s 
economic growth.

The President of KADCCIMA, 
Muheeba Dankaka , said that 
this year’s Fair holding at the 
Kaduna International Trade and 
investment Centre, Rigachikun, 
Kaduna is unique because more 

than 10 countries are participat-
ing. “They are not only trading 
but also bringing in their expatri-
ate knowledge so that Nigerians 
can partner and learn from them. 
Participating countries include 
the US, Egypt, Iran, India, China, 
Mali, Tunisia, Indonesia, Senegal, 
Niger, Pakistan, among others. 
We hope that at the end of the 
fair, we will have at least 20 to 
30 new industries springing up 
in Kaduna”, she said.

Globacom is showcasing its 
latest innovative and affordable 
telecommunications products 
and services. While disclosing 
that the Fair would provide a very 
good platform to engage with its 
numerous customers, Globacom 
added that it was willing to lend its 
support to the realisation of their 
social and business aspirations, 
using its rich bouquet of products 
and services.

The company which further 
expressed readiness to continue 
to partner with KADCCIMA in 
order to enhance the growth of 
new industries in the state said 
they are the bastion of economic 
advancement of nations and re-
iterated its readiness to continue 
to improve the quality of service 
in Kaduna State and environs. 
According to the network, there 
is no place Glo has not reached in 
the whole of Kaduna State.

Poverty is a common 
feature in Africa. But 
f o r  s o m e  r e a s o n s . 
Many able-bodied Af-
ricans are either unem-

ployed or under-employed, earn-
ing so little that they can hardly 
feed well. This means that other 
basic necessities of life, including 
housing, have to be foregone.

Nigeria, touted as the conti-
nent’s giant in terms of the size 
of its economy and population, is 
also wreathing in poverty in spite 
of its oil wealth which is grossly 
mismanaged and/or misappro-
priated. By the last estimate, 70 
percent of its 180 million people 
are said to be poor.

With this, it seems impossible 
to see how Nigerians in this class 
can garner income enough to 
qualify them for mortgage for 
purposes of buying, building or 
renovating existing houses.

 Added to this, the World Bank 
once estimated that only 3 per-
cent of the African population, 
about 15 percent of the world’s 
7.3 billion population, has in-
come viable enough to qualify 
them for a mortgage, meaning 
that the continent will be in end-
less search for viable income to 
qualify its people for mortgage 
and end the ‘homelessness’ in 

Talking Mortgage
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That estimate simply under-
scores the level of poverty in 
the black continent where some 
households live below poverty 
line—hewing water from stone 
and picking food in-between 
thistles.

Despite its relative large popu-
lation size, Africa is economically 
underweight with an estimated 
€113 billion gross asset value of 
real estate which represents 1 
percent of the world’s total value.

 Home ownership in most parts 
of this continent is almost a luxury 
because houses are literally un-
available and where they exist, 
they are inaccessible and unaf-
fordable because of their high 
prices.

In Nigeria, It is also estimated 
that about 90 percent of houses in 
the country are self-built with less 
than 5 percent of them in posses-
sion of formal title registration. 
Because of this, mortgage loans 
and advances in the country stand 
at 0.5 percent to GDP in contrast 
to 30-40 percent in emerging 
economies and 60-80 percent in 
advanced economies.

Adigwe Arinze of Homebase 
Mortgage Bank attributes this to 
hostile business environment and 
lack of structure which hitherto 

existed in the mortgage market 
now being addressed by the 
Uniform Underwriting Standard 
championed by the Nigerian 
Mortgage Refinance Company 
(NMRC).

There are other obstacles to 
mortgage finance that include 
dearth of long-term funds, ab-
sence of a secondary mortgage 
market, inadequate branch net-
work of Primary Mortgage Banks  
(PMBs), among others which 
means that a lot still needs to be 
done to grow housing finance in 
the country.

The growth of housing finance 
in Nigeria, according to Guillaume 
Roux of Lafarge Africa, needs 
the support of the small microfi-
nance institutions in their efforts 
to expand and diversify their 
offering, adding that the growth 
would also come from the large 
commercial banks which are be-
coming more and more attracted 
by the low to medium income 
segment of the housing market.

 Roux’s argument is that both 
the microfinance institutions and 
commercial banks need support 
to develop housing products and 
build up projects which would 
positively affect the low income 
segment, urging organizations 
and institutions to help one an-

other to achieve these goals.
Nigeria needs to grow housing 

finance through such initiatives as 
‘Housing Microfinance Academy’ 
which Lafarge launched in 2014 
in partnership with International 
Finance Corporation (IFC) and 
African Finance Development 
(AFD).

Training sessions need to be 
organized to promote housing 
microfinance and develop the 
capabilities of banks in that field. 
Roux sees governments as critical 
stakeholders required to create 
the regulatory framework that 
would make the housing market 
work for the low income seg-
ment, noting that the setting up 
of NMRC and the institutions 
for housing finance, including 
microfinance and mass housing 
financing, with the support of the 
World Bank, is a good example of 
a platform which would facilitate 
the growth of initiatives there.

“This will progressively en-
a b l e  a  d e c r e a s e  i n  i n t e r e s t 

rates in the mortgage industry. 
However, more support from 
the government is needed to 
lower the interest rates for the 
funding of affordable housing 
and social housing projects. 
Today, they represent a cost 
of up to 30 to 40 percent of the 
construction, which is borne by 
the end user”, Roux said.

It has to be stated that there 
is a need to improve the afford-
ability of construction itself in 
which case social housing proj-
ects should be setting the stage 
by showcasing new construction 
techniques that could improve 
quality, deliver faster and reduce 
the cost of construction.

African governments need to 
creatively innovate in order to 
improve the living standard of 
their people through the provi-
sion of affordable and mortgage-
backed housing programmes. 
Also, the mortgage system has to 
be improved to make it not only 
accessible but also affordable.

The unending search for 
income to qualify for mortgage
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Think Finance MFB reaches out 
to unbanked, underbanked

Determined to make 
life a little more easier 
for those at the lower 
rung of the ladder of 

the nation’s economy, Think 
Finance Microfinance Bank has 
empowered 60 commercial 
tricycle operators.

Speaking at a brief ceremony 
where the beneficiaries were 
g i v e n  k e y s  t o  b r a n d  n e w 
tricycles, Otaloghene Austin 
Efeurhobo, managing director 
TF Microfinance Bank, said 
the gesture was in line with his 
company’s vision to put smiles 
on the faces of the unbanked and 
struggling members of society.

“ I t  i s  i n  o u r  m i s s i o n  t o 
consistently bring innovations 
and financial solutions that will 
make it easy for the unbanked 
and the underbanked to gain 
access to financial services,” 
Efeurhobo said.

“ W e  c o m m e n c e d  o u r 
plan to empower 60 tricycle 
operators before the close 
of the year by giving out five 
brand new tricycles today in 
Amuwo Odofin Community. 
As we continue with our social 
responsibilities to the poor and 
the low-income household, we 
remain a financially-sustainable 
Mi c r o f i n a n c e  Ba n k  w i t h  a 
focus on meeting the financial 
inclusion goal of the Central 
Bank of Nigeria,” he further said.

R-L: Otaloghene Austin Efeurhobo, managing director, TF Microfinance Bank, 
handing a tricycle key to one of the beneficiaries.
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Food wastes’ conversion to plastics

 Baje is Nigerian first Food 
Technologist in the media

With the global 
p a r a d i g m 
shift to estab-
lish an envi-
ronmentally-

friendly industrial base for a 
green world, efforts are on to 
covert waste food to plastics. 
According to Alice Park writing 
for TIME Magazine, nearly 1.5 
billion tons of spoilt and uneaten 
food is the quantity consumers 
throw away every blessed year.
In the U.S. alone 40 per cent of 
the food is wasted, if the data 
from the Natural Resources 
Defence Council(NRDC) is 
anything to go by. The good 
news however, is that such trash 
would sooner than later become 
useful to mankind.

Recycling of domestic and 
industrial wastes for energy 
purposes, and the use of grains 
(maize, sorghum, millet) and 

root crops such as cassava as 
bio-fuel has reached remarkable 
stages. But now, Carol Lin, a bio-
chemical engineer at the City 
University of Hong Kong is de-
veloping a new kind of refinery. 
She and her team, in partnership 
with Starbucks and a number 
of nota le recycling groups  are 
converting organic food waste 
into succinic acid.It is the key 
component in bio-degradable 
plastics,used as laundry-deter-
gent bottles,also as food addi-
tivesas well as car parts. This is 
a  piece of good tidings for the 
environment.

And it is all because succinic 
acid is currently made from 
petro-chemicals in a process 
that leaves carbon footprints.
The U.S department of energy 
has listed the chemical as one of 
those responsible for bio-based 
processes.Although Lin’s proj-
ect is still at the pilot stage, bio-
chemical ‘companies in Europe, 
Asia and the U.S. are launching 
similar projects to turn waste 
food into potentially valuable 
products’. Are African countries 
thinking in this direction?Or,are 
we going to open our boarders as 
usual to such finished products 
from the western world and buy 
them at exorbitant prices?Do 
not tell me that we do not have 
enough to eat, so why talk about 
converting waste food to plas-
tics and car part?Go to the well 
known estates that are enclaves 
for the rich and famous across 
Nigerian cities,or even to the 
big-time eateries and imagine 
the colossal amount of waste 

food generated every day.Our 
scientists,food technologists 
and chemical engineers should 
start brainstorming to lead the 
research that could ultimately 
earn us foreign exchange in this 
regard.Good enough,Lin has 
explained that the cost of pro-
cessing does not require any 
specialized or expensive tools.A 
Simple Acid Soak Turns Food 
Waste into Plastics

Similarly, according to Puneet 
Kollipara cellulose-processing 
technique used in biofuel pro-
duction turns inedible plant ma-
terial into bioplastics. Currently, 
plastics are being made from 
cocoa pod husks. By soaking co-
coa pod husks in trifluoroacetic 
acid for several days, researchers 
make a stretchy, reddish plastic 
film. Researchers report a simple 
method to convert food waste 
into cellulose-based plastics of 
varying thermal and mechanical 
properties.

Mo s t  s y n t h e t i c  p l a s t i c s 
have environmental concerns: 
They’re petroleum-based; they 
can’t biodegrade; or they poten-
tially contain toxic compounds 
such as phthalates. In this regard 
researchers such as Ilker S. Bayer, 
Athanassia Athanassiou, and 
their colleagues at the Italian 
Institute of Technology have 
sought ways to make plastics 
from biomass so that the mate-
rials are renewable, biodegrad-
able, and possibly less toxic. One 
potential feedstock is cellulose, 
which, as a component of plant 
cell walls, is nature’s most abun-
dant renewable polymer.

In their new plastic-making 
method, the researchers turned 
to a technique that’s normally 
used to break down cellulose 
into simpler sugars for biofuel 
production: soaking the material 
in acid. Because the researchers 
only wanted to break apart the 
cellulose’s crystalline structure- 
and not convert it into simple 
sugars- the team used trifluoro-
acetic acid (TFA), which isn’t as 
strong as acids used in biofuel 
applications.

The team used TFA to soak 
inedible waste from four food 
crops: spinach, rice, cocoa beans, 
and parsley. After several days 
of soaking, the researchers re-
moved the volatile acid, yielding 
plastic coatings and films with 
a variety of mechanical proper-
ties. These materials have tensile 
strengths similar to synthetic 
polymers such as polyethylene 
terephthalate and polyethylene, 
the researchers say. The plant-
waste plastics start to thermally 
degrade at temperatures be-
tween 150 and 300 ºC, which is 
similar to the range for synthetic 
polymers.

Within the context of Ni-
geria’s food security situation 
some may feel that we cannot be 
talking about food wastes when 
some people do not have enough 
to eat. The other issue to resolve 
is that of wastes generated due 
to lack of food preservation as 
they are being transported from 
the areas of production to the 
urban centres.  The truth of the 
matter however, is that some 
considerable mass of food is be-

ing wasted by the rich on daily 
basis.  Such should be converted 
to what is useful to man, espe-
cially plastics.

This is one area Nigerian food 
scientists and technologists 
should begin to look at with 
the aim of converting waste to 
wealth and protecting the envi-
ronment for our common good.

The major challenge for such 
research is to set up hygienic 
ways of transporting the food 
waste because it takes a short 
time to get rotten.The other 
issue is the amount of succinic 
acid that could be generated 
from the waste. For example,Lin 
is able to make 81kg of this all-
important acid,compared to the 
global requirement of 44,000to, 
scientists have to keep trying to 
find solutions to scale each of 
the hurdles on the path to this 
significant  scientific knowledge 
to rid the world of food wastes.

For those interested, how 
the process works is simple. 
Food wastes including pastries 
and bread are collected and 
subjected to fungal attack to 
break down the chemical bonds. 
Sugars and a nitrogen compound 
are released after the fungus 
enzymes digest the food waste. 
Some bacteria are added to the 
sugars to produce succinic acid 
and other chemicals. The bio-
plastics are formed using the 
acid and some other chemicals 

Is there anything that working less does not solve?  Part 1

viet Union was actively recruiting 
supporters. A few years later, a 
devastating civil war would break 
out. How, then, could leisure be the 
biggest challenge? That summer, 
Keynes seemed to have landed 
from a different planet.

 “We are suffering just now from 
a bad attack of economic pes-
simism,” he wrote. “It is common 
to hear people say that the epoch 
of enormous economic progress 
which characterized the 19th 
century is over…” And not without 
cause. Poverty was rampant, in-
ternational tensions were running 
high, and it would take the death 
machine of World War II to breathe 
life back into global industry.

 Speaking in a city on the preci-
pice of disaster, the British econo-
mist hazarded a counterintuitive 
prediction. By 2030, Keynes said, 
mankind would be confronted 
with the greatest challenge it had 
ever faced: What to do with a sea of 
spare time. Unless politicians make 
“disastrous mistakes” (austerity 
during an economic crisis, for in-
stance), he anticipated that within 
a century the Western standard of 
living would have multiplied to at 
least four times that of 1930. 

The conclusion? In 2030, we’ll be 
working just 15 hours a week.

 A future filled with leisure
Keynes was neither the first nor 

the last to foresee a future awash in 
leisure. A century and a half earlier, 
American Founding Father Benja-
min Franklin had already predicted 

that four hours of work a day would 
eventually suffice. Beyond that, life 
would be all “leisure and pleasure.” 
And Karl Marx similarly looked 
forward to a day when everyone 
would have the time “to hunt in the 
morning, fish in the afternoon, raise 
cattle in the evening, criticize after 
dinner […] without ever becoming 
hunter, fisherman, herdsman or 
critic.”

 At around the same time, the 
father of classical liberalism, Brit-
ish philosopher John Stuart Mill, 
was arguing that the best use of 
more wealth was more leisure. 
Mill opposed the “gospel of work” 
proclaimed by his great adversary 
Thomas Carlyle (a great propo-
nent of slavery, too, as it happens), 
juxtaposing it with his own “gos-
pel of leisure.” According to Mill, 
technology should be used to curb 
the workweek as far as possible. 
“There would be as much scope as 
ever for all kinds of mental culture, 
and moral and social progress,” he 
wrote, “as much room for improv-
ing the Art of Living.”

 Yet the Industrial Revolution, 
which propelled the 19th century’s 
explosive economic growth, had 
brought about the exact opposite 
of leisure. Where an English farmer 
in the year 1300 had to work some 
1,500 hours a year to make a living, 
a factory worker in Mill’s era had 
to put in twice the time simply to 
survive. In cities like Manchester, a 
70-hour workweek – no vacations, 
no weekends – was the norm, even 

for children. “What do the poor 
want with holidays?” an English 
duchess wondered toward the end 
of the 19th century. “They ought 
to work!” Too much free time was 
simply an invitation to wickedness.

 Nevertheless, starting around 
1850 some of the prosperity cre-
ated by the Industrial Revolution 
began to trickle down to the lower 
classes. And money is time. In 1855, 
the stonemasons of Melbourne, 
Australia, were the first to secure 
an eight-hour workday. By cen-
tury’s end, workweeks in some 
countries had already dipped south 
of 60 hours. Nobel Prize-winning 
playwright George Bernard Shaw 
predicted in 1900 that, at this rate, 
workers in the year 2000 would be 
clocking just two hours a day.

 Employers resisted, naturally. 
When in 1926 a group of 32 promi-
nent American businessmen were 
asked how they felt about a shorter 
workweek, a grand total of two 
thought the idea had merit. Accord-
ing to the other 30, more free time 
would only result in higher crime 
rates, debts, and degeneration. 
Yet it was none other than Henry 
Ford – titan of industry, founder of 
Ford Motor Company, and creator 
of the Model-T – who, in that same 
year, became the first to implement 
a five-day workweek.

 People called him crazy. Then 
they followed in his footsteps.

A dyed-in-the-wool capitalist 
and the mastermind behind the 
production line, Henry Ford had 

discovered that a shorter work-
week actually increased productiv-
ity among his employees. Leisure 
time, he observed, was a “cold busi-
ness fact.” A well-rested worker 
was a more effective worker. And 
besides, an employee toiling at a 
factory from dawn till dusk, with no 
free time for road trips or joy rides, 
would never buy one of his cars. As 
Ford told a journalist, “It is high time 
to rid ourselves of the notion that 
leisure for workmen is either ‘lost 
time’ or a class privilege.”

 Within a decade, the skeptics 
had been won over. The National 
Association of Manufacturers, 
which 20 years earlier had been 
warning that a shorter workweek 
would ruin the economy, now 
proudly advertised that the U.S. 
had the shortest workweek in 
the world. In their newfound lei-
sure hours, workers were soon 
driving their Ford cars past NAM 
billboards that proclaimed, “There 
is no way like the American way.”

 The end of work
All evidence seemed to suggest 

that the great minds, from Marx to 
Mill to Keynes to Ford, would be 
proven right.

 In 1933, the U.S. Senate ap-
proved legislation introducing 
a 30-hour workweek. Although 
the bill languished in the House of 
Representatives under industry 
pressure, a shorter workweek 
remained the labor unions’ top 
priority. After World War II, leisure 
time continued its steady rise.

Nwaodu Lawrence 
Chukwuemeka

IDEAS Exchange 
Consulting, Lagos.
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Ideas 

Had you asked the great-
est economist of the 
20th century what the 
biggest challenge of the 

21st would be, he wouldn’t have 
had to think twice.

 Leisure
In the summer of 1930, just as 

the Great Depression was gather-
ing momentum, the British econo-
mist John Maynard Keynes gave 
a curious lecture in Madrid. He 
had already bounced some novel 
ideas off a few of his students at 
Cambridge and decided to reveal 
them publicly in a brief talk titled 
“Economic Possibilities for our 
Grandchildren.”

 In other words, for us
At the time of his visit, Madrid 

was a mess. Unemployment was 
spiraling out of control, fascism 
was gaining ground, and the So-

 - Working less, the solution to just about everything
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SPOTLIGHTING BRAND VALUE

LG impacts Nigeria’s health 
sector through CSR initiative

As part of its Corpo-
rate Social Respon-
sibility (CSR) activi-
ties, LG Electronics, 
a foremost brand 

in consumer electronics and 
home appliances, visited Murtala 
Mohammed Specialist hospital 
Kano, where it donated some 
units of All New Gencool Inverter 
Air Conditioners, Jet Cool Air 
Conditioners as well as Treated 
Mosquito Nets to the hospital.

The brand has received acco-
lades from Nigerian consumers 
over the years, for having their 
interest at heart in the develop-
ment of cutting edge techno-
logical products. The company 
embarked on this gesture in order 
to enhance health care delivery 
services in Nigeria. At the event, 
officials of LG Electronics inter-
acted freely with the hospital 
management as well as members 
of the community. The donated 
items are expected to meet the 
needs of the health institution 
in its mission to provide people 
in the community with excellent 
health care services.

Head of Corporate Market-
ing, LG Electronics West Af-
rica Operations,  Hari Elluru who 
spoke during the occasion said in 
a statement: “We have remained 
competitive while improving 
sustainability; we have enabled 
investment and innovation re-
quired to deploy new technolo-
gies safely and responsibly de-
velop progressive products.” 

Speaking further, he said: “We 
believe that the Air Conditioning 
units as well as the other items 
will improve the service delivery 
in the hospital and provide the 
enabling environment for the 
patients.”

Ka n o  Re g i o n a l  Ma n a g e r, 
Fouani Nigeria Limited,  Abbas 
Ghamloush said: “This visit which 
is part of LG Electronics’ Corpo-
rate Social Responsibility (CSR) 
activities is aimed at reaching 
out to health institutions in the 
country. It is our firm belief that 
the items we are donating today 
will go a long way to empower 

this health facility as well as the 
people of this community in their 
quest to enjoy sound health by 
empowering the hospital staff 
to do their jobs more efficiently”.

Chief Medical Director, Mur-
tala Mohammed Specialist Hospi-
tal Kano,  Nura Idris who received 
the items on behalf of the hospital, 
commended LG Electronics for 
the bold and kind initiative. “We 
are proud to be the recipients of 
these distinctively designed Air 
Conditioning units and the treat-
ed mosquito nets. We appreciate 
LG Electronics’ generosity and 
good will to our hospital, which 

Chapman Happy Hour is building 
affinity with consumers says Chi

Ma r k e t i n g  Di r e c -
tor of Chi Limited, 
Probal Bhattacha-
rya has reiterat-

ed that Chapman Happy Hour 
product is an indigenous drink 
guaranteed to provide Nigerians 
with ultimate refreshment they 
would love.

“Chapman Happy Hour by 

Chivita is unique in its own way 
in that it truly speaks to the Nige-
rian way of refreshment with its 
indigenous taste and fruity blend, 
which connects with our distinct 
style of celebration and culture. 
We believe consumers can take 
pride in Chapman Happy Hour 
by Chivita and what it offers,” he 
said in a statement.    

According to the statement, 
Chapman Happy Hour by Chivita 
is fast becoming a mainstay in 
the minds of consumers across 
Nigeria, who now consider the 
drink an indispensable feature, 
turning their every moments 
into special occasions. “With a 
unique taste and distinct refresh-
ment Naija style, it has become a 
popular drink of choice because 
of its fruity deliciousness, au-
thentic indigenous flavour, style, 
and consumer preference for a 
refreshing drink”.

Its infusion of Nigerian cul-
ture and style in a refreshing mix 
resonates with what consumers 
want to complement their au-
thentic Naija experiences, keep 

them satisfied and coming back 
for more. Little wonder the drink 
takes pride in offering ultimate 
“Refreshment Naija Style”, the 
statement further said.

The statement quotes Yewan-
de Busayo, a boutique owner, as 
saying that  she was introduced 
to Chapman Happy Hour by Chi-
vita by a friend, and since then, it 
has become her go-to drink for 
refreshment.

“The fruity taste is excellent, 
and its refreshment value is 
incomparable. Along with its 
whole new level of convenience, 
Chapman Hour by Chivita does 
not only having me feeling re-
freshed, but it also gives me this 
feeling of being very Nigerian,” 
she stressed. 

Thomas Maduko, a brand 
analyst, reiterated in the state-
ment that even though chapman 
drink is a local Nigerian drink, not 
many have openly projected its 
indigenous origin and associa-
tion with Nigeria like Chapman 
Happy Hour by Chivita has done, 
according to the statement.

is clearly demonstrated by this 
donation.” He urged other cor-
porate organizations and public 
spirited individuals to emulate 
LG in giving back to the society; 
he affirmed that there are many 
organizations that are in dire need 
of support. By donating these 
innovative electronic products, 
LG Electronics through this event 
has shown itself to be a brand that 
truly believes in the health sector. 
He went on to say, “The donation 
of the Air Conditioners to the 
hospital is coming at the right 
time when the hospital is in look-
ing in the direction of up scaling 
its present infrastructure to a 
world class standard. He cited 
cases, where surgical procedure 
could not take place due to the 
hot weather condition and the 
absence of a working air con-
ditioner in the theatre room at 
the time.”

Over the years, LG Electron-
ics has vigorously pursued its 
CSR initiatives, placing it at the 
forefront of giving back to the 
society. Top amongst which 
are, the visit of the company’s 
executives to Orimedu Commu-
nity Health Centre in Epe, Lagos 
state, Idi-Ayunre Community 
Health Centre, in Ibadan, CSR 
visit to Agodo Health Center 
in Lagos, donation of Engineer-
ing design lab to the Faculty of 
Engineering University of Lagos, 
as well as awarding scholarship 
to outstanding students of the 
University of Lagos.

Professionals 
commend 
Rosemary’s on 
2018 fusion 
showcase in 
Abuja

Residents of Abuja, and 
stakeholders in the 
furnishing and interior 
décor industry such 

as facility managers, hoteliers, 
and estate developers have 
c o m m e n d e d  Ro s e m a r y ’s  – 
The Soft Furnishing Company 
for holding its 2018 Fusion 
Showcase in the federal capital 
territory.

According to Ezinne Kufre-
Ek a n e m ,  G r o u p  M D / C E O 
of Rosemary’s, “it has been 
two amazing days of fun and 
connection with Abuja. Abuja 
h a s  r e a l l y  m a d e  u s  h a p p y 
w i t h  t h e  c o n n e c t i o n  a n d 
open mindedness. It is very 
rewarding to see that so many 
ideas resonate with so many 
people despite the diversity 
of visitors we had at the 2018 
Fusion Showcase”.

I n  h e r  c o m m e n t s  i n  a 
statement, Doosuur Okorie, 
the Abuja Operations Manager 
of Rosemary’s said: “We are very 
grateful to all our visitors, clients 
and friends for joining us at the 
Fusion Showcase. This was a real 
privilege for my team and myself.

“However, the fun and fusion 
do not stop with the showcase. 
Our commitment to making 
Africans home proud has only 
been heightened. 

… Donates materials to Murtala Mohammed Specialist Hospital
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L-R: Emir of Kano representative, Garba Baban Ladi, (Barden Madakin Kano); Mukhtar 
Hamza, chief medical officer; Abubakar Adamu, head of Nursing Department; Murtala 
Mohammed, chief medical director, Specialist Hospital, Nura Idris; regional branch 
manager Fouani Nigeria Limited Kano;  Abbas Ghamloush; deputy director Accounts; 
Ahmad Ishaq; marketing manager, LG Electronics West Africa Operations;  Paul Mba; 
deputy director; Pharm. Nuru-Deen Sani Ibrahim; and Sadiqu Basiru,  administrative 
secretary, during LG Electronics CSR donation to Murtala Mohammed Specialist 
Hospital Kano recently.

CSR: AXA Mansard, AWEP collaborate 
in renewed fight against cancer

AXA Mansard Health 
Limited, a health insur-
ance provider in Ni-
geria, in collaboration 

with African Women’s Entre-
preneurship Program (AWEP) 
and Alliance Hospital, recently 
renewed commitment to tackle 
breast cancer in Nigeria. It re-
cently sensitised Nigerians on 
the disease through seminar 
entitled ‘Current Trends in the 
Management of Breast Cancer’ 
held in Abuja.

Bisi Ademuyiwa, oncologist 
at the seminar dispelled various 
myths about the nature, causes, 
spread and treatment of breast 
cancer. The seminar featured a 
rich education on breast cancer 
and its management for every-
one.

Commenting on the seminar, 
Tope Adeniyi, Chief Executive 
Officer at AXA Mansard Health 
Limited stated that “ Breast can-
cer is beyond just a health issue; it 
has social and economic implica-
tions on its victims, their families 
and the society. We will therefore 
continue to be an active partici-
pant in the fight against the deadly 
scourge,” he stated.

According to Adeniyi, the ini-
tiative is in line with AXA Man-

sard’s focus on the needs of the 
Nigerian women, and its Super 
Heroes Everyday, SHE Initiative, 
through which AXA Mansard 
demonstrates its understand-
ing of the Nigerian woman, her 
nature, needs, goals and achieve-
ments.

The SHE initiative identifies 
with the important role the Nige-
rian woman plays in the society 
and proffers practical solutions to 
addressing her challenges.

Breast cancer is the second 
most common type of cancer 
in women. About half a million 
die every year as a result of the 
disease and this is due to insuffi-
cient medical care and awareness 
about the disease.

 “At AXA Mansard HMO, we 
understand that women are a sig-
nificant component in the society 
and the importance of their well-
being cannot be overemphasized. 



Equity Market

Equity investment attracts $4.62bn 
capital importation in 2017

Financial services dominate trading last week

Equity investment ac-
counted for the larg-
est capital imported 
i n t o  t h e  c o u n t r y  i n 
2017, the analysis of 

the recently released capital 
importation data by the National 
Bureau of Statistics (NBS) has 
shown. The data shows that 
portfolio investment attracted 
$4.62 billion representing 38 
percent of the $12.23 billion im-
ported into the country last year. 

Investors imported $979.44 
million as equity investment 
foreign through direct invest-
ment (FDI) and $3.64 billion 
as equity investment through 
portfolio investment (PI). That 
was in sharp contrast to $1.90 
billion imported into the coun-
try in 2016 for the both equity 
investment (FDI) and equity 
investment (PI).  

Money market instruments 
attracted $3.21 billion in the 
form of portfolio investment 
representing 26.24 percent of 
the total capital imported to 
Nigeria last year.

Broadly, capital importation 
took the forms foreign direct 
investment (FDI), portfolio in-
vestment (PI) and other invest-
ment. Portfolio investment (PI) 
attracted $7.33 billion which 
amounted to 59.93 percent of the 
total capital imported. PI took the 
forms of equity, bonds and money 
market instruments. Majority of 

Investors at the Nigerian 
Stock Exchange last week 
traded 2.17 billion shares 
w o r t h  N 3 9 . 0 8  b i l l i o n  i n 

24,657 deals as against 2.018 
billion shares valued at N21.74 
billion traded 25,496 deals in 
the previous week. The finan-
cial services accounted for 71 
percent and 45 percent of the 
market volume and value. It 
was followed by the industrial 
goods industry while the con-
glomerates sub sector came 
third.  

The ASI closed at 42,876.23 
points while the market capi-
t a l i s a t i o n  o f  l i s t e d  e q u i t i e s 

Stories by TELIAT SULE

the PI inflows went into equity and 
money market instruments. 

Other investments(OI) took 
the forms of trade credits, loans, 
currency deposits and other 
claims. Collectively, other in-
vestment attracted $3.92 billion 
representing 32 percent of the 
capital imported into the country 
in 2017.  When disaggregated, 
loans attracted $3.16 billion 
representing 81 percent of the 
inflows categorised as other in-
vestment and 26 percent of the 
total capital imported into the 
country in 2017. Other claims 

got $739.6 million; trade credit 
got $10 million while currency 
deposits got $3.52 million. 

In 2017, a number of listed 
firms with significant foreign 
interests raised funds through 
Rights Issue. Examples include 
Union Bank of Nigeria (UBN) 
and Guinness. Foreign share-
holders control 85.89 percent 
shareholding in Union Bank of 
Nigeria Plc which raised N49.75 
billion in 2017 through rights 
issue. Guinness Nigeria raised 
N39.70 billion through an rights 
issue that opened between July 

ended the week at N15.403 
trillion. Additional 960,432,193 
units of shares of UAC Nigeria 
plc resulting from Rights Issue 
were added to the company’s 
outstanding shares on Friday, 
March 2, 2018. 

ETPs
 A total of 50,547 units of ex-
change traded products worth 
N4.593 million were traded 
i n  1 2  d e a l s  c o m p a r e d  w i t h 
111,794 units valued at N1.806 
million that were trade in 10 
d e a l s  t h e  w e e k  b e f o r e .  Th e 
most traded were STANBIC 
ETF 30 and VETGRIF 30.

Bonds
 A total of 6,576 units of the 
Fe d e r a l  Go v e r n m e n t  b o n d s 
valued at N6.332 million were 
traded in 31 deals as against 
9,963 units worth N10.057 mil-
lion exchanged in 21 deals in the 
previous week. 

Announcements & Appoint-
ments 

* UnityKapital Assurance Plc 
appoints Priyal Heal as a Non-
Executive Director 

* Oando Plc to delay the re-
lease of the 2017 Audited Fi-
nancial Statement (AFS) due 
to the ongoing investigation by 
SEC and FRCN.

* Seplat launches US Dollar 
denominated bond offering.

* Skye Bank Plc notifies the 
Exchange that AYYG & Sons 
N i g e r i a  Lt d ,  h a v i n g  3 . 2 3 % 
shareholding and YGD & Sons 
Nigeria Ltd, also having 3.42% 
shareholding, conducted sig-
nificant transactions on the 
shares of the Bank. Both firms 
have Alhaji Garba Yakubu as a 
major shareholder. 

*  S e p l a t  a p p o i n t s  Ef f i o n g 
Okon as an Executive Director, 
Operations. 

*  AXA  Ma n s a r d  a p p o i n t s 
Hassan El Shabrawishi as a Non-
Executive Director 

* Tourist Company of Nigeria 
Plc appoints Punuka Nominees 
Limited as the Company Sec-
retary. 

* GREIF to hold 80th AGM 
on Wednesday 25, April 2018. 
Venue is Neni Hall, Rockview 
Hotel, Park Lane, Apapa, Lagos 
State. 

* Nigerian Stock Exchange 
p a r t n e r s  Un i t e d  Na t i o n s  t o 
promote gender parity. 

* Lafarge to consider 2017 
Audited Financial Statement 
(AFS) on March 28, 2018 Board 
meeting. 

S h a r e h o l d e r s  o f  N e s t l e 
Nigeria Plc have reasons 
t o  b e  h a p p y  w i t h  t h e 

m a n a g e m e n t  o f  t h e  f o o d  a n d 
beverages giant following the 
r e l e a s e  o f  s t e l l a r  r e s u l t s  f o r 
t h e  f i n a n c i a l  y e a r  e n d e d  De -
cember 31, 2017. The audited 
financial statement of the food 
a n d  b e v e r a g e s  s h o w s  t h a t  i t 
made N244.15 billion as gross 
earnings in 2017 which was 34 
p e r c e n t  h i g h e r  t h a n  N 1 8 1 . 9 1 
b i l l i o n  m a d e  i n  s a m e  p e r i o d 
in 2016. 

Pr o f i t  b e f o r e  t a x  r o s e  a  r e -
c o r d  1 1 7 p e r c e n t  t o  N 4 6 . 8 2 8 
b i l l i o n  o v e r  N 2 1 . 5 4 8  b i l l i o n 
made in comparable period in 
2016. Profit after tax for 2017 
s k y r o c k e t e d  b y  3 2 6  p e r c e n t 
t o  N 3 3 . 7 2 3  b i l l i o n  a s  a g a i n s t 
N 7 . 9 2  b i l l i o n  m a d e  i n  2 0 1 6 . 
To t a l  e q u i t y  o f  t h e  f i r m  w a s 
u p  by  4 5  p e r c e n t  t o  N 4 4 . 8 7 8 
billion compared with N30.878 
in 2016.

C o n s e q u e n t l y,  t h e  b o a r d  o f 
t h e  c o m p a n y  h a s  p r o p o s e d 
N 2 7 . 5 0  f i n a l  d i v i d e n d  p e r 
s h a r e  c o m p a r e d  t o  N 1 0  f i n a l 
d i v i d e n d  p e r  s h a r e  p a i d  i n 
2016. And if  approved by the 
shareholders at the AGM slat-
ed for May 22, 2018, this will 
b r i n g  t h e  t o t a l  d i v i d e n d  p a i d 
by Nestle to N42.5 per share, 
having declared N15 per share 
interim dividend late last year.

With Nestlé’s corporate ac-
t i o n ,  t o t a l  d i v i d e n d  d e c l a r e d 
b y  l i s t e d  f i r m s  y e a r - t o -  d a t e 
r i s e s  t o  N 5 5 . 4 5  b i l l i o n ,  Bu s i -
n e s s Da y ’s  Di v i d e n d  Mo n i t o r 
shows. 

The stellar performance of 
the Nigerian capital market 
in January 2018 drew the at-

tention of profit takers who seized 
the opportunity to recoup as much 
gains from the market as possible. 
Thus in February 2018, the market 
capitalisation of the listed equities 
fell by N346 billion, although it still 
closed at 14.26 percent on Febru-
ary 28. 

 The All Share Index (ASI) closed 
at 13.30 percent. As at the end 
of February, only the NSE ASeM 
closed lower at -2.56 percent. 

Sixty-seven equities closed in 
the positive territory out of which 
47 equities outperformed the All 
Share Index. Prices of twelve eq-
uities remained unchanged while 
29 stocks shed various amounts. 
The best performing stocks in 
February are Unity Bank, 235.8 
percent; CCNN,107.9 percent; 
Skye Bank,94 percent; Wema 
Bank, 90.4 percent and FCMB, 
70.9 percent.  The worst perform-
ing stocks during the period are 
Royal Exchange,-34 percent; Mul-
tiverse, -40 percent; Courtville, 
-46 percent; Hallmark Insurance, 
-48 percent and Unic insurance, 
-52 percent. 

24 and August 30,2017. 
“Renewed FPIs appetite for 

Nigerian assets is driven by at-
tractive yields environment, 
c h e a p  m a r k e t  v a l u a t i o n  a n d 
most importantly,  stable FX 
regime. In addition, the upsurge 
in the money market inflows 
m a y  b e  t r a c e a b l e  t o  m a r k e t 
expectation of a near-term rate 
cut in Q4-17. We particularly 
commend the CBN’s forex poli-
cies and hold a stable outlook for 
forex and reserves amid stable 
crude prices”, a note from United 
Capital states.

Nestle Nigeria’s 
FY17 PAT surges 326 
percent to N33bn

Bears control the 
Nigerian stock market in 
February 2018

34 Sunday 04 March  2018C002D5556



Customers of 
online retail 
shops have 
e x p r e s s e d 
worries over 

poor services and unfair 
treatment from the op-
erators.

According to them 
having access to some 
of the online shop sites 
could be challenging at 
times, thereby making it 
difficult for them to shop 
when necessary.

Online shopping sys-
tems involve initiating 
and completing business 
transactions without or 
with minimal direct hu-
man to human contact; it 
is mostly virtual from start 
to finish of transaction.

This style of shopping 
has reached advance 
s t a g e s  i n  d e v e l o p e d 
countries of the world, 
but still at infancy in most 
developing nations, in-
cluding Nigeria, because 
of some factors.

Report shows that 
there are over 200 on-
line shopping platforms 
in Nigeria, such as Jumia, 
DealDey, Konga, Kaymu, 
BuyCommonThings.com 
among others.

Investigation howev-
er, reveals that millions 
of consumers in cities 
patronise online shops 
and majority of them are 
not satisfied with the 
services they get.

Some of those who 
spoke in a recent inter-
view with Consumer 

Ingredients
    •     Slices of bacon 
    •     Eggs, lightly beaten
    •     Mayonnaise
    •    Salt and pepper
    •    Slices of white bread
    •    Slices of tomato
    •     Lettuce leaves
    •    Toothpicks

Preparation
.   With the rack in the 
middle position, preheat 
the oven to 220 °C (425 
°F). Line a  baking dish 
with a sheet of parch-
ment paper, letting it 
h a n g  o v e r  e a c h  s i d e . 

Banana, that green-
yellow skinned 
fruit has a lot of 
health benefit as 

it contains more vitamins 
than other fruits.  Whether 
sliced over cereal, eaten 
whole or blended in a 
smoothie, the fruit will give 
you the optimum health 
that your body requires to 
function adequately.

According to nutrition-
ists, one banana contains a 
good amount of dietary fiber 
which does not only keep 
digestion regular, but also 
helps maintain low blood 
sugar and curbs overeating.

Recent studies show 
that the high amounts of 

Consumer Watch

watch regretted their 
involvement with such 
system of buying goods.

Speaking on the issue, 
Omolara  Dare, one  of 
the customers  of a re-
nown  online retail plat-
form in Nigeria said : “I 
ordered a scrabble set, 
among order items  from  
an online  shop,  aside 
from taking  a long time 
to get to me, the  goods 
were brought to me one 
at a time instead of to-
gether, as I ordered them.   

“ I  c o m p l a i n e d  t o 
t h e m  a n d  a s k e d  t h a t 
the remaining items be 
b r o u g h t  a t  t h e  s a m e 
time. It took another 
long period of time be-
fore they responded and 
when those goods were 
delivered, they were of 
lower quality.  

“At that point, l asked 
the  dispatch  rider to 
return the items and  get 
me  quality ones which 
l agreed  with  them  ini-
tially, he told me that his 
duty was to deliver or-
dered goods to the user 
and not to return them to 
the shop.

‘’However, he advised 
that l should call the Cus-
tomer Care Unit, which I 
did immediately and the 
call was answered by  a 
machine and  since then, l 
have been calling without  
getting any response. 
In fact, l regretted my 
transactions with them 
because it was a waste 
of time and resources. I 
will not have anything to 
do with any online retail 

shop again.”
Also sharing his ex-

perience was another 
dissatisfied online retail 
shop customer who in-
troduced himself as Ke-
hinde Ibrahim.

According to Ibrahim, 
when he tried buying a 
laptop from an online 
shop, the picture of the 
laptop he saw was not 
pleasing to the eyes, but 
when he ordered for and 
got it, he saw something 
different and not good to 
behold.

Explaining further he 
said, ”I am not happy 
with their services and 
their goods are expensive 
when compared to goods 
in the open markets or 
shops on the streets. Also 

when they tell you they 
will deliver the goods 
in one week, in the next 
three weeks they will 
not show up. I think most 
of them are not serious 
with what they are doing 
and you cannot see such 
things happening in de-
veloped countries.

“It is just a lack of com-
mitment; if not what does 
it take for the online retail 
shop operators to deliver 
quality services to their 
customers?”

On his part, Musta-
pha Abiola, who is also  
an aggrieved customer 
stressed the need for 
the Consumer Protec-
tion Council of Nigeria 
(CPCN) to ensure strict 
monitoring of the activi-

NGOZI OKPALAKUNNE

ties of the online retail 
shop operators, adding  
that  such efforts will go 
a long way in protecting 
the rights of consumers 
who patronise these on-
line retail shops.

Olumide Olusanya , 
CEO, Buycommonth-
ings.com in a press state-
ment said that the online 
retailing  allows for de-
livering  of better values  
to end -users  and added  
that  the system gives 
room for convenience; 
low pricing , shorter time 
tag between when  the 
product is needed and 
when it  can be utilized ; 
as well as wider selection 
under one roof.

Also report shows that 
the internet has made 

online shopping not only 
a possibility, but also a 
huge success contribut-
ing to economies around 
the globe.  

Ho w e v e r,  a n a l y s t s 
have stressed the need to 
build trust in the system 
because the more reli-
able consumers identify 
a business domain to be, 
the more willing they are 
to transact there in.  

Th e y  a l s o  r e c o m -
mended that vendors 
should initiate online re-
views of their products 
and persuade customers 
who have bought and 
used a product to sincere-
ly share their experiences 
on the product page as a 
way to create better cus-
tomer experiences.

Online retail shop customers lament over poor services

Club sandwich

Banana lowers blood pressure,  prevents cancer- Study

Lightly oil  the baking 
sheet and the sides of 
the baking dish.
.     Lay the bacon slices on 
the baking sheet. Bake 
for 12 to 15 minutes or 
until golden brown and 
crisp. Drain on paper 
paper. Set aside.
. In a bowl, combine the 
eggs and mayonnaise. 
Se a s o n  w i t h  s a l t  a n d 
pepper.
. Pour the egg mixture 
i n t o  t h e  b a k i n g  d i s h 
and bake for 10 to 15 
minutes or until slightly 
moist. Cut the omelet 

potassium in bananas can 
lower one’s blood pressure, 
which in turn lessens the 
possibility of atherosclero-
sis, heart attack and stroke.

Along with lowering 
blood pressure, potassium 
prevents the weakening of 
the body’s bones. A high 
sodium intake can cause 
excessive amount of cal-
cium to be lost through the 
urine, which threatens not 
only the strength and gen-
eral health of the bones, 
but also negatively affects 
blood clotting, proper 
muscle contraction, and 
normal nervous system 
function. The potassium 
found in bananas neutral-into six pieces. Set aside. 

Turn off oven and add 
the bacon to keep warm.
. Toast three slices of 
bread and spread with 
mayonnaise. On a slice 
of bread, place the egg 
and three slices of ba-
con. Cover with a sec-
ond slice of bread. Lay 
three slices of tomato 
and two lettuce leaves. 
Finish with a third slice 
of bread.
   . Insert a toothpick in 
the centre of each cor-
ner of the sandwich and 
cut into triangles. 

izes the high amounts 
of sodium in one’s diet, 
thus allowing for healthy 
amounts of calcium to re-
main within the body.

He a l t h y  D i g e s t i v e 
Tract: Bananas can dimin-
ish the uncomfortable 
effects of diarrhea and 
constipation. The high 
amounts of potassium 
in bananas can restock 
electrolytes that are easily 
depleted when suffering 
from diarrhea - potassium 
being an important elec-
trolyte itself. Furthermore, 
bananas can relieve the 
body from constipation 
and help restore regular 
digestion with pectin, a 
soluble polysaccharide 
that helps normalize the 
digestive tract.

A large study by the 
Internal Journal of Can-
cer illustrates that the 
probability of developing 
kidney cancer is greatly 
lessened by frequent con-
sumption of fruits and veg-
etables, though especially 
bananas. For instance the 
probability of developing 
kidney cancer in females 
subjects who ate bananas 
four to six times a week, 
decreased by 50percent.
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Kiddies

Standing in  the  middle  (L-R)  is  the   Winner of   King Emmanuel  
Schools     Ayobo,   Lagos   “One Day Proprietor”,  Chidiebere   Nwokedi; 
the first runner - up,  Louis  Dodou  and   other  students at  the  event.

It  was  indeed  a memorable    period  
for  Master  Chidiebere  Nwokedi  in  
Senior  School  (SS3)  of  King Em-
manuel  Schools Ayobo, Lagos  who 
emerged  the winner  of   ‘2018 One-

Day Proprietor.’
The  annual  event  which  is  being  

put  together  by the school  to inculcate  
leadership qualities in  students  also had 
Master Louis Dodou  in the same class  as 

Nick was a 10-year-old boy. He was 
the only son to his parents. Nick’s 
father was a very busy business-

man who could not spend time with his 
son. He came home after Nick slept, and 
was off to office before Nick woke up in 
the morning. Nick yearned for his father’s 
attention. He wanted to go outdoors and 
play with his father just like his friends did.

One day, Nick was surprised to see his 
father at home in the evening.

“Dad, it is a big surprise to see you at 
home,” Nick said.

“Yes son, my meeting was cancelled. 
So I’m at home. But after two hours I have 
to catch a flight,” his father replied.

“When will you be back?”
“Tomorrow noon.”
Nick was in deep thought for a while. 

Then he asked, “Dad, how much do you 
earn in a year?”

Nick’s father was taken aback. He said, 
“My dear son, it’s a very big amount and 
you won’t be able to understand it.”

“Ok dad, are you happy with the 
amount you earn?”

King Emmanuel Schools   
celebrates ‘One-Day Proprietor’

Money can’t buy everything

the first runner-up.
Speaking at the event, the One-Day 

Proprietor, Master Nwokedi  expressed    
gratitude  to  the management  and staff 
of the school  and encouraged other stu-
dents to work  harder so as  to  have good 
grades  in their  forth coming examination.

The One-Day Proprietor,  said  he  was  
not surprised to  be crowned   the winner  of  
the event which was the fifth  in its series.

In his word:  “I never took it for grant-
ed, though I have always hoped to be 
crowned one day. As a result, l remained 

focused, worked for it and believed God 
for the success.”

On his part, the Proprietor of King Em-
manuel Schools, Anthony Baiyewu  said  
the idea behind the event was  borrowed  
from  Lagos  State  “One-Day Governor” 
and added that the  event  aimed  to incul-
cate leadership  qualities  in the students.

“The idea was borrowed from the La-
gos State “One Day Governor” contest. 
The aim is to inculcate leadership qualities 
in the students thereby “awakening the 
sleeping giants” in them and also to elicit 

Ngozi  okpalakuNNe
interest of the children in the core sub-
jects, English and Mathematics. Hence, 
the criteria for the post are coming out 
best in the Mathematics or English test as 
the case may be.

“The event since its inception has lived 
up to the desired objective because so 
far, the competition has encouraged high 
grades among the students in the core sub-
jects.  Take for instance, in 2017 WASCE 
result, the school made 100 per cent pass in 
English and 82 per cent pass in Mathemat-
ics, which is very rewarding”, he added. 

“Yes my dear. I’m very happy, and 
in fact I’m planning to launch our new 
branch and a new business in a few 
months. Isn’t that great?”

“Yes, dad. I’m happy to hear that. Can I 
ask you one more question?”

“Yes, dear.”
“Dad, can you tell me how much you 

earn in a day or even half a day?”
“Nick, why are you asking this ques-

tion?” Nick’s father was perplexed.
But Nick was persistent. “Please an-

swer me. Can you please tell me how 
much you earn in an hour?”

Nick’s father gave in and replied, “It will 
be around $ 25/- per hour.”

Nick ran to his room upstairs, and came 
down with his piggy bank that contained 
his savings.

“Dad, I have $50 in my piggy bank. Can 
you spare two hours for me? I want to go 
to the beach and have dinner with you 
tomorrow evening. Can you please mark 
this in your schedule?”

Nick’s father was speechless!
http://www.kidsworldfun.com
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OBINNA EMELIKE

With the im-
p r e s s i v e 
a u c t i o n 
s a l e s  r e -
cord of a 

number of artworks, espe-
cially from Nigerian artists in 
recent time, the era of looking 
down on pieces of artwork 
here in the country and across 
Africa is gone for good.

Imagine picking a painting 
at an art auction in Lagos for 
N5 million ($25,100) in 2015 
and selling it for N7 million 
in 2017 while same painting 
cost N3 million 10 years ago.

Th i s  w a s  e x a c t l y  t h e 
same scenario for Adetutu 
Ademiluyi, a painting of Ife 
princes by Ben Enwonwu, 
late Nigerian master sculp-
tor. The painting, which was 
bought for less than £5,000 
in the late 70s was sold at 
an unimaginable sum of 
£1,205,000 at the Bonhams 
Africa Now Sale in London 
on Wednesday.

The intrigue is that the 
painting was estimated to 
sell between £200,000 and 
£ 3 0 0 , 0 0 0  ( $ 2 7 5 , 0 0 0  t o 
$413,000) but stunned ev-
eryone who underestimated 
its value.

Another intrigue, perhaps 
an irony as well, was that the 
painting was recovered after 
over 40 years in a North Lon-
don flat occupied by people 
who probably never cleaned 
or appreciated the piece of 
artwork on their wall. They 
also never knew the value.     

Expressing his surprise 
at impressive performance 
of the artwork by a Nigerian 
artist, Giles Peppiatt, direc-
tor of modern African art at 
Bonhams, a London-based 

Tutu: The most expensive artwork by a Nigerian artist

said he delighted that the 
artwork generated so much 
interest and set a new world 
record for the artist. “It is very 
exciting to have played a part 

in the discovery and sale of 
this remarkable work”, he 
concluded.

By the feat it achieved at 
the Bonhams auction sales on 

February 28, 2018, Tutu as the 
artwork is popularly called, is 
the most expensive artwork 
by a Nigerian artist.

Though the works of 
Njideka Akunyili, a Nigeria 
United States of America-
based artist, also command 
high sales record, she is con-
sidered by most art collectors 
as American having lived in 
the country for years and 
married to an American citi-
zen.

On March 7, 2017, at 
Christie’s London, her paint-
ing called “The Beautyful 
Ones” sold for $3,075,774 
(including fees), earlier  “I Re-
fuse to be Invisible”, another 
work of Njideka , sold for 
$2,647,500 (including fees) 
far above the estimated $1.5 
million-$2 million.

Back home, Tutu stands 
tall in terms of revenue. It 
beats the rest including other 
works by Ben Enwonwu such 
as a set of sculptures which 
fetched £361,250 in May 
2013 in London. His 1976 
oil painting, Princes of Mali, 
which made £92,500 at Af-
rica Now in 2014, Anyanwu 
sculpture from 1962, sold 
at May 2017 auction at Art 
House Contemporary Lagos 
for N54,050,000, Obitun 
Dancers, an oil on canvas 
sold for N52, 900, 000 in 
November 2016 auction, 
among others.

Comparing Tutu with 
artworks by other Nigerian 
artists, the reigning artwork 
by revenue generation also 
beat ‘Reflekisi’, a wood panel 
by El Anatsui, another leg-
endary artist, which sold for 
N16,675,000 at Art House 
C o n t e m p o r a r y  Au c t i o n 
sales in May 2017, and Zata, 
another work of El Anat-

sui, which features a wood 
panel from 2015 and was 
sold for N15,400,000. Tutu 
also surpassed the revenue 
of Yusuf Cameron Grillo’s 
‘Threatened Innocence’, an 
oil on board, which sold for 
N18,400,000 in Art House 
Contemporary Auction sales 
in May 2017 and Bruce Ono-
brakpeya’s ‘Greater Nigeria’, 
which sold for N10,120,000. 
Tutu also grossed more than 
the revenue of Demas Nwo-
ko’s ‘The Wise Man’, which 
sold for N 9,900,000, Ben 
Osawe’s ‘Untitled B’, which 
sold for N6,380,000, and 
Uche Okeke’s ‘Virgin Mary 
& Baby Jesus’, which sold for 
N5,225,000 among others.

Going by the available 
records from galleries, auc-
tion houses and private art 
collectors, Tutu is currently 
the most expensive artwork 
by a Nigerian.

Tutu is one of the greatest 
masterpieces of late Ben En-
wonwu, and was on display 
at his funeral in 1994. The 
whereabouts of the other 
Tutu paintings remains a mys-
tery until the discovery of the 
latest in the series of the three 
editions of the artwork in a 
north London flat last year.

However, the current rev-
enue feat has not only set a 
record for a modern Nige-
rian artist, but also triggers a 
global quest for other works 
by the late sculptor.

Art collectors from across 
the world are now hunting 
for the third edition of the 
artwork, which is believed to 
be in the possession of some 
people who still do not know 
the value. Until the third 
piece is found, Tutu remains 
the most expensive artwork 
by a Nigerian artist. 

auction house, said, “The 
portrait of Tutu is a national 
icon in Nigeria, and of huge 
cultural significance”.

The Bonhams director 

Art is In Motion 
at 16/16

Nigeria Info breaks with first visual radio to audience

Once again, 16//16, 
a contemporary art 
gallery and enter-

tainment space in Victoria 
Island, Lagos, is rolling out 
another exhibition for the 
year tagged In Motion.

It features an exhibition 
of photographs by Edouard 
Blondeau, marking the artist’s 
first solo exhibition in Lagos. 

In Motion is a double lay-
ered investigation into the 
idea of motion and how this 
relates to human subjectivity. 
Through techniques of mo-
tion blur and collage-making, 
Edouard explores the con-
trasting experiences (and 
their implications) of motion 
through space and through 
time. 

The exhibition will run 
from Friday March 9-18, 2018 
at 16/16 Gallery located at 
Flat 16, Defence Building, 
#16 Kofo Abayomi Street, 
Victoria Island, Lagos.

In what looks certain 
to change the face of 
radio forever in Nigeria, 
Nigeria Info 99.3 – the 

country’s foremost Talk, 
News and Sports radio sta-
tion, has become the first FM 
station to introduce Visual 
Radio to the country’s radio 
broadcast landscape.

Visual Radio affords lis-
teners the opportunity to 
watch their favorite local 
FM radio presenters in ac-
tion on their computers and 
mobile devices deploying 
professional, multi-camera 
positions and angles with 
high-quality effects, graph-
ics and multiple ad spaces. 

It’s a new dimension in radio 
broadcasting with interac-
tive content and services for 
mobile radio listeners.

With Visual Radio, listen-
ers can enjoy engaging and 
exciting content: visuals, in-
formation, and entertain-
ment of what’s playing over 
the air. Listeners can also par-

ticipate in the radio station’s 
promotions, polls, contests, 
and interact with the show 
hosts and their special guests.

In the words of Serge 
Noujaim, the radio network’s 
CEO: “We now live in an 
instant and content-hungry 
world. Modern radio must 
compete with multiple at-

tention-grabbing sources to 
engage, maintain and grow 
audiences. This must not be 
at the expense of making 
great radio. It should be an 
addition to it. And we are 
proud to be the first in Nige-
ria to do so.”

For Femi Obong-Daniels, 
the network’s head of sta-
tions, “Visual Radio presents 
a unique opportunity for 
advertisers to expand their 
radio advertising reach to a 
global audience online be-
yond the ears to countless 
eyeballs.”

Visual Radio is already a 
fast-growing game-changing 
global phenomenon and Ni-
geria still has much ground to 
cover in catching up with the 
West; a quest that has now 
begun courtesy of Nigeria 
Info, with sister stations Cool 
FM and Wazobia FM follow-
ing closely in leveraging on 
this new technology.
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New platform sets to take 
visual art market by storm

Wizkid, 2Face headline Gidi Fest 2018

O r g a n i s e r s  o f 
t h e  a n n u a l 
L a g o s  Fe s t i -
val otherwise 

known as Gidi Fest have 
a n n o u n c e d  W i z k i d  a n d 
2face as the headliners for 
t h i s  y e a r ’s  e v e n t ,  g i v i n g 
a strong showing for the 
best of the nation’s home 
grown talents.

Th e y  a r e  a m o n g  t h e 
line-up of artistes for the 
2 - d a y  f e s t i v a l  t h a t  w i l l 
take place at Hard Rock 
Café beachfront,   Land-
m a r k  V i l l a g e ,  O n i r u  o n 
Go o d  Fr i d a y,  Ma r c h  3 0 , 
2018.

Speaking ahead of the 
festival, Chin Okeke and 
Teme Banigo, co-founders 
o f  Gi d i   Fe s t  ,  d i s c l o s e d 
that other artistes lined 
up for the show included 
Maleek Berry,  Ycee, Ad -

ekunle Gold, Brymo, Show 
De m  Ca m p  a n d  Ma y o r -

2Baba performing

kun.
They noted that other 

artistes that would also 
p e r f o r m  a t  t h e  f e s t i v a l 

e x p e c t e d  t o  a t t r a c t  a p -
proximately 10,000 peo-
ple from within and out-
s i d e  N i g e r i a ,  w o u l d  b e 
announced in the coming 
days.

Okeke stated that the 
organisers are introducing 
a second stage that would 
raise the next generation 
of very talented artistes 
that are moving the under-
ground and redefining the 
Nigerian sound.

According to him, the 
new wave would be rep-
r e s e n t e d  b y  D - Tr u c e , 
Makka , Remmy Baggins, 
Lady Donli,  D-O, CHYN, 
Ji n m i  Ab d u l s ,  a n d  Ja m a l 
Swiss.

He said that the festi-
val,  which was first held 
in 2015, has in previous 
years featured African and 
international acts adding 

that this year would be no 
different.

Okeke stated that the 
Gidi Fest has become the 
foremost and most pro-
gressive music festival on 
the continent that has set 
out to empower the youth 
and bridge the gap on and 
off the continent.

2 Fa c e  w h o  w a s  p r e s -
ent at the brief ceremony 
described Gidi Festival as 
the biggest music festival 
at the moment, even as he 
assured his fans of his ut-
most performance at the 
forthcoming event.

Or g a n i s e d  b y  Ec l i p s e 
Li v e ,  Gi d i  Fe s t   i s  s p o n -
sored by Pepsi, Hard Rock 
Ca f é  ,  Po w e r  Ho r s e  a n d 
supported by   Eko Hotel, 
V i r g i n  At l a n t i c ,  Mi k a n o, 
Universal Music,  among 
others.

Ni g e r i a  h a s 
b e e n  a t  t h e 
forefront of 
c o n t e m p o -
rary and tra-

ditional African art for a long 
time.  To many, this is one 
of the country’s best-kept 
secrets.

Nigerianart.net has dis-
covered an array of amazing 
and talented artists. It has 
now revealed their work 
to its audience via the fast 
rising platform Nigerianart.
net. The platform is the larg-
est and fastest growing art 
gallery in Nigeria.  It seeks 
to bring together a selection 
of prolific art physically dis-
played during an exhibition.

Th e  Va l e n t i n e ’s  Da y ’ 
weekend of February 17 and 
18, 2018, saw Nigerianart.
net host its maiden exhibi-
tion. It was titled FUSION 
‘Wine meets Art’, organised 
in collaboration with La’Cour 
Hotels, Ikoyi, Lagos. The 
exhibition celebrated artists 
such as; Gbolahon Omidiran 
and sculptors like the late 
Bisi Fakeye alongside oth-
ers, showcasing a range of 
their artwork on the scenic 
grounds of the La’Cour bou-
tique hotel. The two-day 
event exhibited a total of 
93 pieces of works, from 
paintings to wood carvings 
and metal work, attracting 

art enthusiasts, historians, 
critics and practicing artists. 
The artists whose pieces 
were on display were on 
hand to interact with guests 
and members of the public 
guiding them through the 
rationales supporting the 
creative direction of their 
work and answering relevant 
questions regarding their 
process and styles.

Light refreshments were 
available, as wine from South 
Africa-Amarula’ and local 
palm wine kept all present 

more similar events lined up 
over the course of the year”.

W i t h  Ni g e r i a n a r t . n e t 
at the forefront of a new 
emerging market, the plat-
form looks to set itself aside 
from the conventional ways 
art is exhibited or sold with 
value retained over time for 
both artist and the art col-
lector. Through its website, 
art can be listed at no cost in-
curred while the site takes a 
modest commission on each 
sale. “The platform provides 
the Nigerian artist a pedestal 

1976 oil painting of Queen Amina by Erhabor Emokpae
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occupied and engaged.
Ac c o r d i n g  t o  Ru k k y 

Ray-Okpu, head, public rela-
tions, Nigerianart.net, “The 
exhibition was a success. 
The reception thus far, has 
been immense. This has also 
shown the great apprecia-
tion and appetite that exists 
for Nigerian art. We at Nige-
rianart.net would like to use 
this opportunity to thank 
all participating artists and 
guests at the exhibition.  We 
assure the artists, art critics 
and art lovers that there are 

for which their artworks can 
reach a wider global market 
space regardless of level 
of experience in the field. 
Fresh out of art school or 
self-taught artists can also 
have their pieces displayed. 
Art speaks many languages 
and there is always a piece 
of art that resonates with 
someone out there” Rukky 
Ray-Okpu explains.

FUSION; Nigerianart.
net’s first exhibition, is one 
of many themed events set 
to dazzle attendees with the 
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…holds maiden exhibition
vast number of high quality 
art pieces on display. With 
an expansive collection of 
art, Nigerianart.net sets out 
to participate without limi-
tations, in active events pro-
moting African or Nigerian 
arts and culture. The positive 
turnout at the first exhibition 
has encouraged Nigerianart.
net to once again offer its 
audience a follow up art 
exhibition to hold at the end 
of March 2018. An on-line 
marketing campaign will be 
launched on Nigerianart.
net’s social media-platforms 
(Instagram:nigerianart_net)
(Twitter: nigerianart.net)
(Facebook:nigerianart.net) 
highlighting confirmed exhi-
bition dates.

The platform’s manager, 
Paul Kadiri, is pleased with 
the reception received from 
the Nigerian art sphere thus 
far. He assured that his team 
is fully committed to sourc-
ing for and curating Nigerian 
art pieces by local and inter-
nationally based Nigerian 
artists, with a view to exhibit 
or sell them via the Nigeri-
anart.net platform. “There 
are many revered Nigerian 
artists who are art masters 
and there are many hidden 
talents, the goal is to propel 
all levels of artists across 
board, showcasing wonder-
fully drawn and crafted art 
works to the world”, Paul 
concluded.



Arts

Donna Ogunnaike, 
a theatre practitio-
ner, lawyer, oil and 
gas expert and poet 

has again begun the journey to 
help her audience remember 
emotions and recover memo-
ries that need to be repaired. 
Through her brand of thera-
peutic theatre, she brings to 
Nigerian theatre, ‘Strelitzia…
An Experiential Journey to Self’, 
slated to show at the 2018 
British Council’s Lagos Theatre 
Festival (LTF) from March 1- 
March 4, 2018.

Emotions are every man’s 
unique weakness, and over 
the ages, men have learnt to 
master their emotions. But 
when men lock away memo-
ries that evoke emotion, those 
emotions might become real 
problems, and that is what 
Strelitzia seeks to unlock. This 
is all to ensure people do not 
just master those emotions, 
but become better versions of 
themselves.

The production, ‘Strelitzia… 
An Experiential Journey to Self’ 
by the highly accomplished 
Ogunnaike, which was the 
only Nigerian theater chosen 
to represent the country at the 
World Cultures Festival, 2017 
in Hong Kong on November 
4th and 5th 2017, is simply put, 
a remembering of emotions 
from memories long forgotten.

Strelitzia, which in the 2017 
LTF was performed 10 times, 
has received impressive re-
views locally and internation-
ally.

Strelitzia, a theatre of emotions sets for LTF

Speaking with Ogunnaike 
on the essence of the show 
and why it has been success-
ful in spite of the unusual na-
ture of the performance, she 
explained that Strelitzia… An 
Experiential Journey to Self’ 
is a therapeutic journey of 
remembrance that allows 
you heal even after dredging 
up memories which lead to 
forgotten emotions and hurt. 
These past experiences she 
says are usually the things that 
dictate, who, where and what 
we are today.

It is at the same time a cap-
tivating and liberating kind of 
theater. It uses theater in one 
of its ancient and intended 
forms – a means of achieving 
healing of self.

In her words, ‘Strelitzia is 
not a theater that can simply 
be explained, it has to be expe-
rienced, and each person’s ex-
perience is different. Imagine 
flipping through a diary where 
you experience the memory 
of the point in which that entry 
of the diary was written. In 
the last performance, we had 
people who saw it multiple 
times, while some became 
quite emotional.’

Strelitzia, for which per-
formance, a purpose built art 
installation was placed within 
Freedom Park, Lagos Island, 
walks you through experienc-
es of a different time, allowing 
the audience to relate with the 
past. The performance com-
prises six sequences – each 

representing a different hu-
man memory and experience. 
All scenes are sown together in 
a quilt of memory-evoking rec-
ollections of stories that will 
leave any audience in wonder 
and delight.

It is an interactive kind of 
theater that seeks to heal a 
troubled world. Strelitzia, ac-
cording to a certain critic, has 
the ability to “help the audi-
ence free themselves from 
the pent-up inner tensions 
and trauma of the past, which 
may hinder their individual and 
group attainment of freedom. 
Its approach to freedom is to 
take the audience through 
a psychological journey fa-
cilitated by music, film, poetry 
and images that could free the 

clustered human mind and 
ultimately lead to self-redis-
covery.”

While per show, the pro-
duction cannot take more 
than 30 people so as not to lose 
some members of the audi-
ence, the performance shows 
multiple times.

Donna Ogunnaike asides 
being a specialist in energy 
law in one of Nigeria’s fore-
most law firms had her debut 
theatre production, ‘Love Like 
Slave’ at the 2016 LTF. 

With other achievements 
under her belt, she is among 
the foremost voices in Nige-
ria’s intense performance po-
etry circuit today. She has been 
described on many occasions 
as the “queen of spoken word 
poetry in Nigeria,” and ranked 
amongst the top 20 poets in 
Nigeria.

A distinct legal mind with 
several awards like ‘Leading 
Lawyer in Banking, Energy, 
Oil & Gas, Project Finance, 
2017’ by IFLR 1000 and the 
Women in Law Awards 2016 
and 2017 as the ‘Oil and Gas 
Lawyer of the Year, Nige-
ria’ by Lawyer Monthly and 
ACQ Global Awards, (2016). 
She is currently the young-
est recipient of the Yitzhak 
Rabin International Award 
for Excellence in Leadership 
in 2014.

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  s h e  w a s 
awarded the ‘Outstanding 
Professional of the Year’ of 
the 40 Leading Lawyers Under 
40’ Awards from ESQ Legal 

Awards.
Having participated in 

several landmark events, in-
cluding the Lagos Black Heri-
tage Festival, Nigeria’s First 
Cultural Trade Show (2014) 
tagged ‘Business Meets Cul-
ture’, and one of 11 women 
elected by ONE.ORG for the 
National Month of Poetry, 
2014 on its “National Poetry 
Month: Uplifting Verses From 
11 Strong Female Poets”, 
alongside greats like Maya 
Angelou and Naomi Shihab 
Nye, she is also the only Ni-
gerian female poet elected 
to feature in British Council’s 
video tribute to the Interna-
tional Women’s Day for the 
year 2015.

Her contributions to the 
youth and society has earned 
her the honour of the Chil-
dren’s Playground at the 
Yitzhak Rabin International 
School, Port Harcourt Rivers 
State being named the ‘Donna 
Obaseki-Ogunnaike Children 
Playground’.

She was also the only Ni-
gerian selected to speak in 
Google’s doodle celebrating 
the International Women’s 
Day on March 8, 2016, aired 
by the CNN.

Maya Angelou said, “There 
is no greater agony than bear-
ing an untold story inside you.”

Donna Ogunnaike is again 
set to tell a story at the 2018 
LTF, a story that promises 
to change lives and heal the 
world, one theater-lover at 
a time.
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TY Bello headlines Canon ‘Live for the story’ campaign

Toyin Sokefun-Bello, 
a foremost photog-
rapher who is better 
known as TY Bello, 

will be headlining a photo 
competition for budding 
photographers across the 
country to capture and share 
their stories through images.

The photo competition 
is part of a nationwide ‘Live 
for the Story’ campaign 
launched recently by Canon 
Central and North Africa , 
leading imaging and busi-
ness solutions company. The 
competition inspires people 
to celebrate their stories 
through imagery, ultimately 
capturing stories that define 
Nigeria through its people, 
culture and passion.

As well, participants in 
the one-month competi-
tion are required to upload 
their stories on Instagram 
and Facebook while adding 
the hashtags #CanonCNA 
and #MyNaija as their cap-
tions. After compiling all the 
submissions, three winners 
will then be selected and 
awarded with a trip along-
side TY Bello for a chance to 
create even more resonating 
stories.

…competition hopes to groom, reward talents

Corporate & Marketing 
Communications Director, 
Canon, explained  at the 
media launch.

Mai also noted that, “Live 
for the story is a call to action 
inspiring people to capture 
experiences, save memories 
and tell their own stories in 
a unique and memorable 
way. As pioneers of imaging, 
one of our major targets is 
to engage our customers 
through this campaign to 
shoot, share, and remember 
their stories together with 
Canon.”

Also speaking at the me-
dia launch, Somesh Adukia, 
sales & marketing director 
B2C, Canon Central and 
North Africa (CCNA), said, 
“Canon is committed to-
wards investing in Nigeria 
and exploring this growing 
market. Applying a ‘closer to 
customer’ strategy we have 
established our local pres-
ence via our representative 
office and appointed a full 
Nigerian team of channel 
and business development 
managers to cater to each 
segment within the market. 
Moreover, we have also ex-
panded our service centres 
and are continuously sup-
porting filmmakers with 
workshops, as well as, on-

line/social competitions and 
challenges.”

On the part of TY Bello, 
the portrait photographer 
commended the imaging and 
business solution company 
for offering her an opportuni-
ty to impact lives, saying fur-
ther, “I am extremely excited 
to be part of this campaign, 
one which encourages Nige-
rians to share more stories, 
by capturing the essence of 
what being Nigeria means 
to them. #liveforthestory 
speaks to my identity first as 
a Nigerian and my brand as a 
professional photographer 
by bringing untold stories 
to life through the lens of a 
camera”.

Creating products since 
1937, Canon’s reputation is 
centred on quality, reliability 
and innovation. Understand-
ing that the region is flour-
ishing and becoming one of 
the rapidly growing media 
markets in the world; Canon 
will continue expanding their 
footprint in the market via 
encouraging young talents 
and catering to their tech-
nical, as well as, support-
related needs.

The competition com-
menced on February 28, 
2018 and ends March 28, 
2018.

Speaking during a media 
launch held recently at Radis-
son Blu Hotel, Ikeja, Canon 
explained that the choice 
of the foremost Nigerian 
photographer was informed 
by her amazing creative in-
genuity and sustained feats 
in photography and other 
genres of art and entertain-
ment, which combined to 
set her apart as a credible 
influencer in today’s society.  

On the rationale behind 

the campaign which features 
multiple road shows and 
mall activations, the imag-
ing and business solution 
company noted that the live 
demonstration of Canon’s 
consumer products and so-
lutions all follow the ‘Live 
for the story’ umbrella that 
incorporates the “Shoot-
Remember-Share” ecosys-
tem which is tied to Canon’s 
consumer- bound range of 
products.

“Born out of the belief 
that it is often the small occa-
sions in life that bring mean-
ingful memories, Canon 
wants to make sure it plays 
a part in the storytelling of 
all these moments for ev-
eryone. This competition 
which will commence today 
February 28, 2018 for a dura-
tion of one month is a mere 
example of how eager we 
are to promote storytell-
ing”,  Mai Youssef, European 



Shure Appoints Showgear as 
Authorised Distributor in Nigeria

Top 3 Nollywood Leading Women 

Soundcheck 
guys! Shure 
Incorporated, a 
world-leader in 
microphones, 

on the 23rd of February 
2018 announced a part-
nership with Showgear 
Limited, a leading retailer 
of audio-visual products 
in Nigeria, for strength-
ening the Shure brand in 
Nigeria. 

With the commence-
ment of this ground-
breaking partnership, 
Nigerians will now get 
easy access to authen-
tic Shure products and 
world-class aftersales 
services at competitive 
prices. The move is also 
expected to checkmate 
counterfeits and shore up 
the market leadership of 
Shure in Africa’s largest 
economy, Nigeria. 

“We are delighted 
to partner with Shure 
Incorporated, a leading 
and respected global 
audio brand. This partner-
ship is dear to our vision 
as it makes it possible for 
Nigerians to have ac-

In the spirit of celebrating women this 
month and towards International Wom-
en’s Day, we have decided to celebrate 

our very own mothers, wives, sisters, aunties 
and leading women of Nollywood.

First on our list is none other than mom of 
four, actress and director Omoni Oboli.

Omoni is always on the move and up to 
something. If she’s not acting, she’s directing. 

when making a purchase deci-
sion and premium after sales 
support.” Said Deola Akinyemi, 
COO of Showgear Limited. 

Shure has a rich history of 
success spanning almost ten 
(10) decades, during which it 
has built a global brand reputa-
tion defined by a continuous 
commitment to Total Quality, 
and to enabling sounds that en-
gage, energize and inspire audi-
ences -- sounds that help shape 
the course of history. This rich 
history also extends to Nigeria, 
where Shure has over the years 
become a staple for discerning 

lead character and even 
her own producer. Her 
big break came after 
she starred in the movie 
Jenifa, from where her 
name actually came.

A lot of people have 
said she looks like Holly-
wood’s Taraji P Henson, 

And if she’s not directing, she’s supporting other 
women. And when she’s not doing anything 
“career wise”, she’s being an awesome mom 
and wife (like she doesn’t take breaks from 
these positions).

Born on 22 April 1978, the scriptwriter has 
quite a number of screenplays to her credit, in-
cluding Fatal Imagination, Being Mrs Elliott, The 
First Lady, and Wives on Strike, Wives on Strike: 
The Revolution and she’s currently working on 

Moms At War.
For being a strong woman, 

Omoni is our number 1 
women in Nollywood.

Second on our list is Omotola 
Jalade Ekeinde…. So asides being 
a fantastic mom, and so sexy at 
40, Omotola has taken a hold of 
our TV screens since 1995.

Our leading Nollywood 
woman isn’t just an actress, 
she is also a singer and a 
philanthropist, who was 
honoured in Time magazine’s 
list of the 100 most influential 
people in the world along-
side Michelle Obama, Be-
yoncé and Kate Middleton, in 
2013.

Omotola made a screen 
comeback last year when she 
starred in the movie Alter Ego. 
Even if her acting break was 
on for some time, we never 
forgot about her. 

Lastly, coming in at number 
3 is Funke Akindele, popularly 
known as Jenifa. The talented 
scriptwriter, actress, singer 
and producer. 

We all got to meet Funke 
in the popular sitcom I Need 
To Know, way back in 1998 
and since then she has moved 
from supporting actress to 

some have compared their 
acting, but we say Funke 
in Hollywood, will do far 
better.

The gorgeous 40 
year old is married to her 
longtime sweetheart JJC 
Skills and together they are 
making magic.

cess to their beloved Shure 
microphones without the 
fear of possibly purchasing 
a fake product, Our Sales 
Associates are trained engi-
neers, so buyers can be rest 
assured of informed advice 

the 21st to the 22nd of Febru-
ary 2018. While the main event 
/ concert took place on Friday 
23rd February 2018 in Lagos, 
Nigeria. 

The event saw music stars 
including Simi and Jonny Drille.

sound producers and 
enthusiasts. Pre-event 
activities for the 
partnership kicked 
off with a FREE 2-day 
training organized by 
Shure and Showgear 
for over 200 audio 
engineers and users 
in Lagos, Nigeria from 
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Give Us A Brief History 
Of Cars 45
Cars 45 was founded 

in 2016. Primarily, we came 
together to form a company 
that will address challenges 
in the used car industry and 
also help people sell their 
cars in swift and easy ways. 
In order to achieve this, we 
focused on 3 primary key 
drivers. 

1: Pricing – From this per-
spective, we are the first 
platform in Nigeria to pro-
vide real official estimates 
for used cars and we’ve done 
this for 3000 models,  all the 
way from 1985 – 2017. This 
is the core of our technology. 

2: Transparency – After 
reviewing prices, the next 
step was to create inspection 
centres as people don’t often 
times know what’s wrong 
with a car, hence our deep 
investment in verifications. 
So people actually on a web-
site, get evaluation, make 
a booking, visit one of our 
inspection locations (we cur-
rently have about 35 across 
the country). When you visit 
an inspection centre, we 
do a 200 check point on the 
car, do a background check, 
verify the car documents and 
then it moves to our live auc-
tion platform, which lasts for 
only 30 minutes and the high-
est bidder most times wins.

3: Speed  - The live auc-
tion brings us to the part 
of speed. We did a market 
check and discovered that it 
takes about 45days to sell a 
used car and we are able to 
squeeze that time to under 
1 hour. After 30 minutes, the 
seller looks at the highest 
price and decides if it’s okay, 
if it is, you’re able to get cash 
almost immediately. 

So like every other busi-
ness, we didn’t start out with 
35 inspection centres, we 
started out on Whatsapp, 
went out to do inspections 
in people’s homes and of-
fices, we were underground 
ourselves and the market 
migrated towards us. 

Why The Number 45?

First of all, we wanted some-
thing that was extremely 
catchy and easy to remem-
ber . But 45 primarily be-
cause our goal is to help peo-
ple sell their cars in under 45 
minutes after the inspection 
is done. 

Was It Easy Winning Peo-
ple’s Trust At The Begin-
ning?

I think like any business, 
winning trust is always a 
challenge. For us when we 
started, we mapped out mile-
stones, which we would 
go through as the business 
transitioned and this gave 

The marketplace with cars 45 
Ceo etop Ikpe 

Things to do in Lagos

J. Cole set to perform in Nigeria 
alongside superstars, Wizkid & Davido

Paramount Networks To Film A 
Documentary In Honour of Paul Walker

us an idea on the challenges 
that we faced. 

In the early stages, we had 
seen customer adoption was 
going to be an issue, since 
the market is notoriously 
difficult to operate in. But 
we knew two things: the 
segments we were playing 
in was high value and of high 
importance. So for us, every 
single customer we got, got 
an amazing service, because 
we know that the next po-
tential customer was going 
to be referred by people who 
got those amazing services. 

Ensure that transparency, 
good customer service and 
integrity are strong key mea-
sures to gaining customer’s 
trust. 

How Do You Make Profits?

We have several services 
that we provide. Anyone 
who comes to sell their car 
is done for free. We don’t 
charge for that. But, on one 
end, we have a separate 
service where we charge for 
inspections. Also the dealers 
registered on our platform, 
pay a subscription fee. Other 
services include delivery 
of the car, maintenance of 
the car, retails lots (where 
dealers pay to park their 
cars). These different ways 
of monetization has brought 
an inflow of profits to us. 

Has The Business Always 
Been Profitable?

Profitability in business isn’t 
guaranteed from day one, be-
cause you’ll have to make cap-
ital investments, buy equip-
ment and the huge customer 
base is grown over time. 

So for us the key thing 
was to create a strong busi-
ness model. We weren’t 
desperate to gain market 
share and along the line of 
the plan, our business goals 
have led us in a way where 
we are generating revenue 
in less than 2 years. 

What Was Responsible 

For Putting Cars 45 On The 
Map?

In the reality of things, I 
wouldn’t attribute it to one 
magical thing that we did. 
We were very analytical 
about starting the business. 
We did a deep market survey 
of the used car industry and 
from then on, we knew what 
challenges we were going to 
go and solve. 

Transparency and Ser-
vice delivery also played 
a key role in this upgrade. 
While we solved the prob-
lem, we ensured that every 
customer was satisfied to 
the our best ability. 

We are not at a point 
where we think our service 
is the best, there’s still room 
for improvement and we 
make sure we are constantly 
on this. Sometimes we make 
mistakes and not every cus-
tomer leaves amazed. But 
we study our books closely 
and our goal again is to en-
sure every single person 
leaves happy. 

How Do You Ensure Your 
Business Stays On Track?

Some days it’s going to be 
amazing and some days 
sales will drop, but on a con-
stant basis you must keep 
your spirt up. Ensure that 
you check your books, know 
your costs profile, know your 
market/customers, know 
what to do and what not to 
do and you’ll be fine. This 
check shouldn’t be done on 
a weekly or monthly basis, 
do it every single day. 

What Needs Will Cars 45 
Be Addressing In Half A 
Decade? 

In 5 years, we hope to be 
much more efficient and ef-
fective. We hope to create 
more value in the automo-
tive industry and ensure that 
all aspects are addressed. 
Value that cuts across our 
partners and values that drive 
employment, wealth cre-
ation and trade. 

AkumAh uzochikwA
Fans of American star J. Cole in 
Nigeria are already gearing up to 
witness him live in concert this 
April.
The rapper will be performing 
alongsidesuperstars Wizkid & Da-
vido at Castle Lite: Nigeria’s Castle 
Lite Unlook Concert at the presti-
gious Eko Hotel & Suites.

A documentary centred around Hol-
lywood star, Paul Walker‘s rise to 
fame, and his sudden tragic death, is 
currently in the works.
The documentary which will be 
titled I Am Paul Walker will feature 
interviews with some of Paul’s most 
cherished cast-mates and friends 
who knew him best.
According to People, Paramount 
Network is focusing on Paul’s 
life following their success with 

Trying Something New: The ‘Subterranea’ Experience

When was the last time you did something for the first time…?
That question has been ringing in my head since 2018 
kicked off. Since I am not a huge fan of making ‘’new year 
resolutions’ every January 1st, I rather made a silent deci-
sion to try something new – restaurant, recipe, cocktail 
- for every weekend I have to myself.
Sounds like fun, right?
 I know!
So last weekend I paid a visit to a spot – SUBTERRANEA 
- I saw videos of on my friend’s Instagram story; located 
at the basement level of SPAR shopping complex, Ilupeju 
Lagos. From what I noticed, the ‘’concept’’ of this lounge is 

 Since basement locations automatically mean 
minimal or no (natural) ventilation, it is only wise 
the SUB., air their space properly before opening 
hours and also invest in some sweet fragrance air 
fresheners.
Asides all these, it’s definitely a cool place to hang-
out.
That stated, I’ll give the SUBTERRANEA BAR & 
LOUNGE a 7/10.
P.S - You should try out the Subterranea Chapman 
and ‘’Brain Damage’’ cocktail when you visit. Hahaa! 
Awesome!

EVENTS HAPPENING THIS SUNDAY

Death Café Lagos
 
Venue – The Backyard Bar & Grill
4b Musa Yar’adua Street, Victoria Island, Lagos
4pm - 6pm
LAGOS THEATRE FESTIVAL 2018 
- Theatre of Fashion 
Venue – Ember Creek Beach Front
Landmark Towers;  water coporation road, oniru, 
VI Lagos
Red carpet – 5pm

documentaries about Heath 
Ledger and John F. Kennedy 
Jr. in the past few years.
The documentary will take a 
look at Paul‘s career and some 
of his life’s passions.
More details about the film, 
including full cast and release 
date, will be announced soon, 
but in the meantime, here’s 
something to be excited for.

We love it when interna-
tional acts stand side by side 
Nigerian acts.
This is the first time the 
rapper will be coming to the 
country and we are looking 
forward to seeing him share 
the stage with our own.

a retail hub for food, drinks and everything fashion. Quite 
unique. 
You notice the shopping section to the left, upon entry, 
then the bar and lounging area to the right. Different 
games such as scrabble, chess, Ayo etc. are made available 
to customers to while away time and unwind. There is also 
a grill where one can order spicy chicken laps and assorted 
meat with French fries. Yum!!
Anyway, when it comes to ‘’lounging’’, I pay attention to 
almost everything – service, pricing, music, edibles, which 
at the end of the day I judge based on the ‘’good and bad’’ 
side to my experience. 
So here goes; the good side to Subterranea… It has a beautiful 
ambiance, no doubt. I mean, what’s better than having tasty 
and spicy finger foods while sipping on your favourite cocktail 
and playing indoor games... Lest I forget, their prices are VERY 
AFFORDABLE.
On the other hand (the bad side), their service is quite SLOW! 
If I have to wait for minutes before someone takes my 
order, then you are giving me a reason to leave and NOT 
come back.
Plus the chef might want to pay attention to meals; I was 
served half-cooked beef. Ha! I was disappointed! Plus, I 
am not sure the DJ was in a good mood the Saturday and 
Wednesday I came around. 
I can understand if one plays loud music over the weekend 
but during the week? Nahh. I wouldn’t have a long day and 
want to listen to so loud a music or worse still shout at the 
top of my voice while having a conversation.
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Lions’ Den moves into Nigeria

Entertainment

L-R: Mark Young, senior vice president Distribution, UK, Africa and Iberia; Femi 
Ayeni, MD-CEO, Ultima Limited and Kunle Falodun, vice president Distribution, 
Africa.

Kaffy, Deji Mecury and Falz

Chigul

MABEL DIMMA

MABEL DIMMA

ANTHONIA OBOKOHThis world’s number one 
business reality televi-
sion show, Lion’s Den is 
back to Nigeria, courtesy 
of Ultima Studios, leading 

reality television programmes pro-
ducer in West Africa, best known 
for its flagship programs – ‘Who 
Wants To Be A Millionaire?’ produc-
ing 14 seasons, along with 9 sea-
sons of “Project Fame West Africa”, 
a music reality show in Nigeria.

Today, most people will know 
the show as Dragons’ Den (UK) 
and Shark Tank (US). However, the 
format, created by Japan’s Nippon 
TV, originally aired in Japan in 2001 
as “Money Tigers”.

It emerged in the UK two years 
later, and the UK version has been 
the longest running adaptation, 
currently in its 15th season. In 2009, 
the Dragons became Sharks, and 
the US version, Shark Tank started. 
It has now been made in Australia, 
Portugal, Italy, Mexico, South Af-
rica, Brazil, Mongolia and Vietnam.

The programme’s journey back 
to Nigerian TV screens took place 
in London; when Femi Ayeni, Chair-
man/CEO, Ultima, signed an agree-
ment with Sony Pictures Television 
(SPT), UK, to produce the Nigerian 
version of Lions’ Den.

Over the 17 years since it first 
launched, the show has become 
a global phenomenon selling into 
more than 35 territories across 
continents of the world. It has won 
multiple awards in every country 
in which it has aired, including the 
prestigious Emmy Award in Amer-
ica for Outstanding Structured 
Reality Programme (4 consecutive 
years); the Annual Critics’ Choice 
Award in America for Best Reality 
Series (3 consecutive years); and in 

ons’ Den after his Reggae Reggae 
Sauce became a store cupboard 
staple. Big supermarket chain – 
Sainsbury’s was bowled over by 
the level of demand for the tasty 
condiment when it first went on 
sale, as it sold in a single week what 
it was expected to shift in a year!

Ultima’s choice of Lions’ Den 
as its next venture is a celebration 
of the entrepreneurial spirit which 
Nigerians are famous for. The 
programme will not only provide 
exciting viewing; but also provide 
an opportunity for serious entre-
preneurs to attract much-needed 
investments, with viewers at home 
also benefitting from the com-
ments made by the Lions.

Mark Young, Senior Vice Presi-
dent, UK, Iberia & Africa Distribu-
tion, Sony Pictures Television said: 
“SPT already have a fantastic and 
longstanding relationship with 
Ultima Limited and we are thrilled 
to be working alongside them once 
more to bring Lion’s Den back to 
Nigeria. Ultima and SPT have had 
great success working together 
on Nigeria’s longest running real-
ity show ‘Who Wants to be a Mil-
lionaire’ and we look forward to 
continuing to develop many more 
exciting projects in the future.”

Sony Pictures Television (SPT) 
is one of the television industry’s 
leading content providers, produc-
ing and distributing programming 
worldwide in every genre and 
for every platform. In addition to 
managing one of the industry’s 
largest libraries of award-winning 
feature films, television shows and 
formats, SPT is home to a thriving 
global production business op-
erating 21 wholly-owned or joint 
venture production companies in 
12 countries around the world. SPT 
is a part of Sony Pictures Entertain-
ment Company.

Sitting in the crowd some-
time in December, I was 
captivated by the un-
folding movie, the cin-
ematography and se-

quence of scenes as I witnessed 
a first in Nigeria comedy industry, 
which has metamorphosed these 
past years.

It was the debut of Nigerian 
rapper, actor, and songwriter, Fo-
larin Falana popularly known as 
Falz’s cinematic production, Falz 
The Experience, which turned out 
to be a huge success acclaimed by 
all who attended.

And now, few months down 
the line, the experience which 
played out as a movie, has pre-
miered and is available in cinemas 
nationwide since Friday, March 
2nd, 2018.

Explaining what “Falz Experi-
ence: The Movie” is about in an 

Falz premieres first ever music concert movie

interview with Pulseng, Falz said, 
“Preceding the event, I worked 
on a short film which was then 
showed at the event. That was 
prequel to the show. What hap-
pened at the event was all ac-
ripted. There was a storyline and 
everything- the event itself was 
a movie.”

That was a fact witnessed 
by all and Falz took us from one 
scene through another, inter-
spersed with musical renditions 
with some artistes he had previ-
ously collaborated with.  

 “The movie is a follow-up to 
my last concert which was a mas-
sive success. It is also the first ever 

…As Ultima Studios, Sony Pictures Television sign production agreement

the UK, the Royal Television Society 
North West Awards (5 times) in dif-
ferent categories.

The basic format of the show is 
that entrepreneurs pitch bold new 
ideas and inventions to five mil-
lionaires- the investors- in search 
of investments to fund the growth 
of their business ideas. The entre-
preneurs must convince one or 
more of the investors to invest a 
specific amount of their money – or 
they fail.

Answering probing questions 
from investors, participants prove 
themselves with hard facts and fig-
ures. If the investors are impressed 
by a pitch, they negotiate aggres-
sively to own the biggest possible 
share in the venture in exchange 
for cash. The show makes compel-
ling viewing, especially when the 
investors start competing with 

each other to be the sole investor 
in a truly promising venture.

Many entrepreneurs have 
made successes of their business 
ideas after appearing on the show. 
Two that come to mind are: the 
sponge company that has become 
the biggest ‘Shark Tank’ success 
story. Over the past 3 years, Scrub 
Daddy has brought in a total of $75 
million in revenue. When Aaron 
Krause, founder/CEO, came on 
the show, the company had strug-
gled to reach $100,000 in sales 
over 18 months.

The Shark that invested saw 
great potential in the company 
and she helped Krause to expand 
his product line and exposed them 
to retail outlets where they’ve be-
come best sellers. And in the UK, 
Levi Roots is widely considered 
the biggest ever success on Drag-

film and music in one experience,” 
said Falz.

Falz is no stranger to the TV 
screens. He played the character 
of Segun in Jenifa’s Diary; a role 
for which he won the “Best Actor 
in a Comedy” award at the 2016 
AMVCA and AFRIMA’s “Best 
Male in West Africa Award” 2017.

Falz Experience: The movie is 
written by Damilola Elebe, and 
distributed by Filmone.  Accord-
ing to Falz, meeting the Filmone 
crew and sharing the idea with 
them, I think that was the turning 
point- meeting with them, sharing 
ideas, we were able to conceive 
this concept.

The movie features Falz along-
side Bisola Aiyeola, Adunni Ade, 
and Frank Donga among others. 
“I wanted to cast people that I 
have personally always been a 
fan of, people I have worked with 
in the past, and people that I also 
believe will make this project 
worth watching.

Judging by the trailer, the mov-
ie promises to deliver an exciting 
cinematic experience to millions 
of movie lovers across the coun-
try. This is just the beginning as 
Falz is ready to churn out parts 
two, three, four, etc. One thing he 
is sure about is that, “There will be 
more of this.”

music concert movie adaptation 
produced in Nigeria where fans get 
to once again experience all the fun 
and excitement from the Falz Expe-
rience,” said Falz, while speaking 
during the announcement.

In the movie trailer, Falz acts 
multiple characters, featuring in 
separate scenes as a preacher, a 
waiter, a lawyer, and a musician. 
In each scene, he appears to have 
run into some kind of trouble 
through which he provides comic 
relief to the viewers.

“It’s the first of its kind; it has 
never been done before. I do not 
think any artist or actor has been 
able to successfully merge both 

Ge t  r e a d y  t o  l a u g h  a t 
the first ever all female 
c o m e d y  s h o w  n i g h t 

‘Ladies of Laughter’ (LOL), a 
live comedy event, with wom-
en, to celebrate international 
women’s day.

Th e  m a i d e n  e v e n t  s p o n -
sored by Q21 solutions is set 
t o  h o l d  n e x t  w e e k ,  Fr i d a y, 
March 9, 2018, at the Eko Ho-
tel & Suites, Lagos.

Th e  e v e n i n g  w i l l  f e a t u r e 
Chigal as host, Mandy, Helen 
Pa u l ,  Wo f a i  Fa d a ,  Pr i n c e s s , 
Lepacious Bose, Lolo 1 and 
m a n y  m o r e  w h o  w i l l  l e a v e 
entertained and in stitches at 
the same time.

According to the organiz-
ers, the idea behind the event 
evolved from the United Na-
tions Sustainable Develop-
m e n t  Go a l  5 ,  w h i c h  s p e a k s 
of empowering women and 
achieving equality as an im-
portant key to the develop-
ment of Africa.

Speaking with the media on 
Friday, Eunice Adeyemi, man-
aging partner, Q21 Solutions, 
s a i d  t h e  Af r i c a n  w o m a n  i s 
faced with several challenges, 
from trying to break the glass 
ceilings in the workplace to 
t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  b e i n g 
a  w i f e ,  m o t h e r  a n d  w o m a n 
in a society that many times 
demands she sees herself as 
less than equal.

“This would be a platform 
that serves as an enabler for 
women comedians; showcas-
ing leading ladies in the indus-
try from across the continent 
and assisting potential female 
comedians a chance to share 
the stage with their seasoned 
counterparts.

“These ladies would enter-
tain us by sharing from the 
joys of motherhood to ‘man 
problem’, no topic are sacred 
in this show. So get the ladies 
together, bring the men in tow 
and get set for a grand night of 
comic relief,” Adeyemi said.

She further said the show 
h o l d i n g  o n  I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Wo m e n ’s  Da y  w a s  d e l i b e r -
ately fixed, so that women’s 
voices can be heard through 
comedy.

“I urge you all to come out 
a n d  e n c o u r a g e  u s  i n  d o i n g 
w h a t  w e  l o v e  d o i n g ”  s a i d 
Chigal.

Omotunde Adebowale also 
known as Lolo1 added that 
comedy is life and making out 
a craft for you.

“ Wo m e n  a r e  e m b o d i e d 
with many talents, so we want 
to give ourselves the chance 
to be seen because stereo-
type on women needs to be 
changed.

“ Wo m e n  m u l t i t a s k  a n d 
that is what makes their work 
challenging,”Adebowale said.

Q21 Solutions 
sponsor Ladies 
of Laughter 
comedy show
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Go i n g  o n  a  h o l i d a y 
is definitely fun for 
m o s t  p e o p l e  b u t 
the journey to the 
destination is often 

dreaded, especially when one have 
to be cramped in an aircraft so high 
in the sky for several hours. In order 
to avoid getting frustrated before, 
during and after your flight, you 
might like to do the following;

1. Travel light
If you can limit yourself to hand 
luggage, your journey through 
airports, particularly on arrival, 
will certainly be quicker. However, 
each airline and airport has its own 
rules governing the size and also 
the number of pieces you can take 
on board, so check first. Alterna-

Life&Living

Look out for palm reading Smartphones

Are you worried about 
h a v i n g  y o u r  w h o l e 
D N A  o n  a  g a d g e t ? 
We l l ,  s m a r t p h o n e s 

and tablets are beginning to get 
e v e n  m o r e  i n t r u s i v e ,  a s  y o u r 
next phone may be able to read 
your palm.

Fujitsu and Microsoft have 
teamed up to integrate a palm 
vein authentication scanner into 
their Windows 10 Pro comput-
ers, says Digital Trends.

Tech industry watchers sug-
gest that this innovation may 
m a k e  i t s  w a y  t o  o u r  S m a r t -
phones in the near future. The 
latest iPhone series currently 
uses your face and finger print 
f o r  Fa c e  I D  a n d  To u c h  I D  r e -
spectively to unlock your de-
vice,  while Samsung uses the 
Iris scanner as well as the Face 
and Touch ID to unlock devices. 
But Fujitsu’s palm scanner digs 
deeper.

It is able to read the unique 
vein pattern under your skin, 

JUMOKE AKIYODE-LAWANSON

JUMOKE AKIYODE-LAWANSON

Best ways to enjoy your flight

in service, airline entertainment, 
food and space.

4. Fly off-peak
Avoid flying during school and 
bank holidays; mid-week flights are 
generally less crowded than those 
at weekends and Mondays (the 
busiest flying day of the week).

5. Upgrade
Depending on your budget, this is 

w h i c h  i s  n o t  t o o  e a s y  t o  r e p-
l i c a t e .  Ac c o r d i n g  t o  r e p o r t s , 
simply waving your palm over 
the scanner will be able to unlock 
your device.

‘This method may be more 
secure than Touch ID and Face 
ID, which hackers could theo-
retically get around with finger-
prints and photos,’ says Digital 
Trends.

Apparently, Samsung is also 
i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h i s  t e c h n o l o g y 
and had filed a patent for simi-
lar technology last year,  with 
t h r e e  m a j o r  d i f f e r e n c e s :  Yo u 
t a k e  a  p h o t o  o f  y o u r  h a n d ,  i t 
only reads your palm lines, and 
i t  j u s t  g i v e s  y o u  a  p a s s w o r d 
hint.  So,  it  won’t unlock your 
device.

Keep in mind that this palm-
s c a n n i n g  t e c h n o l o g y  i s  j u s t  a 
better way to lock your device. 
It would not protect you from 
malware. Experts say that if you 
are concerned about viruses, you 
should opt for an iPhone which 
i s  m o r e  s e c u r e  t h a n  An d r o i d 
phones.

the obvious way to enhance the 
flying experience, particularly on 
longer journeys. While one of the 
double-bed suites on Singapore 
Airlines’ A380 might be prohibi-
tively expensive, there are cheaper 
options, and with some flights, 
seats with extra legroom can be 
had for a surcharge of just £15.

6. Book a window seat
As Nigel Tisdall the UK Telegraph 
travel writer reminds us, a window 
on the world from an aeroplane 
seat is a simple pleasure that can 
be enjoyed by the most seasoned 
travellers.

7. Sleep easy
Make sure you get enough sleep 
before travel. A well-rested body 
and brain helps with feeling more 
relaxed and less nervous during 
your flight. If you usually feel air 
sick or have motion sickness you 
can try taking some pills to help you 
sleep easily through-out your flight.

8. Be early
It is always better to be early to 
the airport than to be on time. This 
is so that you don’t have to rush 
anything and in the process forget 
or lose something important. Most 
airports have lounges, so you a 
place to relax.

9. Try breaking long haul flights
It might help to break long haul 
flights by transiting at a different 
destination for a short while before 
embarking on the last lap of your 
journey to your final destination. 
This will help you stretch your legs 
by walking around duty free shops 
at the transit airport and even buy-
ing some local souvenirs will add to 
the fun of travelling.

by checking in online (usually pos-
sible up to 24 hours in advance, but 
airlines’ rules differ, so check when 
booking your trip). Many enable you 
to select your seat when checking in 
online: first come, first served.

3. Pick the best airlines
Different carriers offer varying 
amounts of legroom and stan-
dards of service. Check for airline 
reviews online to find out the best 

tively, have your luggage delivered 
to your destination for you.

2. Check in online
Avoid the longer queues at the airport 
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While travel agencies recorded impressive business in 2017, Bankole Bernard, president, National Association of Nige-
ria Travel Agencies (NANTA) tells Obinna Emelike in this interview the efforts at consolidating on the feats, especially 
harmonized identity card to curb touts, national carrier, domestic market among other issues.

Travel

‘You can now fish out criminals 
who parade as travel agents’

What are major projects you 
are embarking on this year?

W
e have been 
w o r k i n g 
with NTDC 
to develop 
t o u r i s m . 

This year, emphasis is on the 
products, we are going to give 
lots of emphasis on the prod-
ucts we are bringing to the 
market.

One of the products is the 
national identity card.  The 
initiative will not only sani-
tize the industry but the gen-
eral public will now be in a 
clear picture of what a travel 
agent should be and what they 
should expect from the travel 
agent.

So, from their finger tips, 
they can identify who is a tout. 
We are putting a process that 
will enable even the security 
operatives in the country to 
know who a real travel agent 
is. Part of our security initia-
tives is visiting the heads of 
security and relevant agencies 
such as the heads of EFCC, 
Immigration,  Custom,  and 
the Inspector General of Po-
lice. We are doing this to get 
security and related agencies 
know our identity and how we 
can collaborate to salvage the 
industry that has become an 
easy platform for people who 
are jobless or criminals looking 
for opportunities to swindle 
innocent citizens.

With the identity card and 
the publicity we are going to 
create around it, it is enough 
work for us in 2018 because 
it will change the landmark 
of what travel is all about in 
Nigeria.

So far, the security agencies 
are showing interest and we 
are convinced that 2018 will 
be a better year for NANTA 
and the travel industry.

How is the identity card going 
to work?
We have two categories of the 
identity card; one for the busi-
ness owners and the other for 
staff. They different categories 
are clearly marked with num-
bers and alphabets for clarity 
of the status of the card bearer.

A business owner can have 
his/her identity card as long as 
the business runs, but a staff 
can move from one agency to 
the other. When a staff moves, 
his/her name and ID Card re-
main the same but the name 
of the agency he/she currently 
works with is the only change 
that will reflect on the ID Card.

We have an IT company we 
are working with to ensure 
success of the project and we 
also have access to the back 

office where we keep our data.
For smoother working re-

lationship and identification, 
all we require from staff and 
business owners is to notify us 
when a staff moves from one 
agency to another. There is also 
a text confirmation for the ID 
Card where one can type the 
codes on a mobile phone and 
get text to authenticate the ID 
Card number.

Airlines are also going to 
be given access to a platform 
where they can log in to view 
and authentic the number and 
identity of anybody who comes 
to do business with them claim-
ing to be a travel agent. You can 
now fish-out criminals who 
go to airlines and the public to 
parade as travel agents.  

That is why we are involv-
ing all security operative, air-
port managers and airlines. 
The initiative will curb touts 
and sanitize the industry.

NANTA is association of Ni-
gerian travel agencies, so, our 
membership is the agencies not 
the agents. All these years the 
focus had been on the agencies, 
and we have not been paying 
attention to the staff and we 
have over one million work-
ing in these agencies as staff 
around the country.

By the time we issue ID 
Cards to all these people, the 
industry will take shape by 
itself without further efforts. 
The good thing is that Nige-
rian Civil Aviation Authority 
(NCAA) and security opera-
tives are involved.

 So, the moment a fraudu-
lent agent is reported, they 
know what to do. This settles 
the case of police inviting me to 
come and identify if someone 

in its custody is our member. 
Now, they have the ID Card to 
prove the person’s authentic-
ity as NANATA member.

What is NANTA’s stand on the 
ongoing calls for the floating 
of a ‘National Carrier’?
A lot of ups and downs have 
been going about the issues of 
national carrier and conces-
sioning of our airports. Having 
a national carrier is a thing of 
pride, and an honour to the 
nation. But Nigerians need to 
understand how a national car-
rier operates. Having a national 
carrier does not necessarily 
mean that it has to be 100 per-
cent government owned. Gov-
ernment can partake in it by 
creating the enabling environ-
ment for such national carrier 
to thrive, but not getting in-
volved completely because we 
have seen the way government 
has been extremely reckless in 
running businesses.

Nigerian Airways was run 
aground. It did not survive 
because the government was 
the one running it and you 
know Nigerians attitude to 
the things of government; it is 
this right of entitlement that 
as a citizen of Nigeria, I should 
be able to fly the airline free. 
Emirates Airlines belongs to 
the Emirates government but 
it is professionally managed. 
It goes to other countries with-
out default.

The country manager of 
Emirates in Nigeria is an In-
dian, they did not insist that 
it has to be an Emirati. This is 
the problem that we always 
have with things that belong 
to Nigeria.  We ne e d a na-
tional carrier no doubt, about 

it would even help in provid-
ing competition with all the 
foreign carriers, drop prices, 
Nigerians stand to benefit and 
we create jobs.

If the government can put a 
programme in place that will 
enable transparency in the 
establishment of a national 
carrier, I can bet you, foreign 
countries will invest in our 
national carrier because they 
know they will get returns on 
their investments. Going by our 
population, it is impossible for 
the airline not to make money. 
But the airlines will make mon-
ey with little or no interference 
from the government.

We have also made our po-
sition on this issue known to 
government in the past.

 What efforts are you making 
to grow membership, and in-
corporating the Eastern Zone?
One of the key things I did 
when I came into office as 
NANATA president was to 
resurrect the Eastern Zone 
of NANTA. One of the things 
we discovered was that there 
was no secretariat from where 
members there can operate. So, 
we secured a secretariat, get 
somebody to work from there 
and started monthly meetings. 
With that we have seen a lot of 
interests because before then 
there was a divide d hous e 
where some people organised 
and gave themselves a name 
since there was nobody that 
could coordinate them. But the 
moment they discovered that 
NANTA is back in the Eastern 
Zone, they have been making 
efforts to come back. NANTA 
membership has grown be-
yond 6,000 and we have cre-

ated a membership portal on-
line to ease the way members 
register, especially members 
who stay far away from the 
national office or zonal offices.

With the portal, members 
can sit wherever they are, do 
their registrations, send all 
their documents to the secre-
tariat and their registration 
will be completed and member-
ship number will be sent back 
to them.

We have grown over the 
years,  more orgains e d and 
better prepared for the future. 
This is why we are going to Port 
Harcourt for this year’s AGM 
to let them see that we really 
want them to come out in mass.

Do you think Nigeria cab ever 
grow its domestic airlines?
In as much as we want the 
domestic airlines to grow, if 
they meet up to safety and 
service expectations, they can 
work hand in hand with the 
foreign carriers. In the days of 
Belview, the domestic airline 
and Air France had a partner-
ship agreement and Belview 
was taking passengers of Air 
France from Lagos to Abuja 
and Port Harcourt; local routes 
which Air France cannot fly.  
But if these foreign airlines 
do not have a choice or can-
not find an alternative, then 
it becomes a thing that might 
rubbish their existence. When 
foreign airlines cancel flights, 
they take into c ognizanc e 
the importance to take care 
of passengers, but when do-
mestics airlines cancel flights, 
even when you s e e NCAA 
rollup banners saying after 
two hours take care of the 
passengers, domestic airlines 
do not care. The fault is from 
the local carriers that have 
refused to position themselves 
well. In Nigeria, it is a thing of 
pride that an airline with two 
aircraft will tell you that it 
wants to go round the world. 
Definitely, that will lead to 
poor service, and frustrate 
passengers. So, those are the 
things they are doing that are 
killing the business and this 
year NANTA intends to get 
more involved in the activities 
of local airlines. It is not as if 
we have not been getting in-
volved in the past, just that we 
escalate it to the government 
agencies that are responsible 
and at the end of the day, it 
is either down played or not 
addressed at all because what 
will follow is there is an ‘au-
thority from above’.

If governance is transparent, 
that same level of transpar-
ency will go into businesses and 
things will be done differently.
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Travel
FAAN’s operations now more efficient over 
ease of doing business policy - Yadudu

Director of Airports 
Operations, Fed-
eral Airports Au-
thority of Nigeria 
( FA A N ) ,  Ra b i u 

Yadudu, last week said that 
the Ease of Doing Business has 
brought about a lot of efficiency 
in airport operations.

He said it has also enhanced 
synergy among security agencies.

In an interview on Wednesday, 
the FAAN director said the Execu-
tive Order on the Ease of Doing 
Business has broadened the ho-
rizon for the airport authority in 
entrenching safety and seamless 
facilitation.

Yadudu who spoke on the 
benefits of the executive order 
said: ‘Efficiency. If you want to 
manage how you spend your time 
at the airport, the order will help 
out, it would help the agency save 
money and it would enable us 
(FAAN) have prudent use of our 
resources. It will enable us know 

Stories By IFEOMA OKEKE

the comity of nations. Every six 
months, an independent and im-
partial judge in ACI rate us based 

Chairman of the Resort 
Group, Wale Babala-
kin , has won the Most 
Outstanding Terminal 

Operator of the Year 2017 Award 
with his Bi-Courtney Aviation 
Services Limited (BASL), a mem-
ber of the group and operator of 
the Murtala Muhammed Airport 
Terminal Two, popularly known 
as MMA2.

Organised by Independent 
Newspapers Limited, the award 
was presented to Babalakin, 
through his representative and 
Head, Corporate Communica-
tions, BASL, Chief Steve Omolale, 
by former Ogun State governor, 
Chief Olusegun Osoba, at a co-
lourful ceremony attended by 
the crème la crème of the society 
at Eko Hotel and Suites, Victoria 
Island, Lagos.

Managing Director/Editor-in-
Chief, Independent Newspapers 
Limited, Ade Ogidan, had told 
Babalakin in a letter he personally 
signed informing him of the award 
that “the Selection Committee 
considered your impressive list 
of achievements in Airport In-

Babalakin wins Most Outstanding Aviation Terminal Operator Award
frastructure Development and 
Maintenance with a record of de-
livering the first major Public-Pri-
vate Partnership (PPP) financed 
facility in the aviation industry. We 
note that through your company, 
Bi-Courtney Limited, you applied 
for the concessioning of the Lagos 
Domestic Airport, the Murtala 
Muhammed Airport 2, after the 
airport was razed by fire. Indeed, 
nobody gave the project a chance 
as it was considered too cumber-
some for the capacity of a private 
company.

Businesswoman drags airline to court 
demands N250m compensation

A Nigerian business wom-
an, Tolulope Ogundo-
kun has dragged Turkish 
Airline to court for the  

treatment she received from the 
Airlines’ Official in turkey, which 
include delayed boarding, and de-
layed delivery of her two luggage 
for four days during her trip from 
Turkey en route London.

The treatment which she said 
was as a result of demanding for 
the airline official on why she had 
SBY (standby) on her Boarding 
Pass instead of a seat number.

According to her, “I got to 
the check-in Line C Counter 
to inquire why standby on my 
Boarding Pass. The Airline rep-
resentative told me the flight 
was overbooked but I should go 
to the boarding gate, I may be 
considered if the area was not 
fully occupied.”

When she insisted on seeing 
the manager for further explana-
tion despite her confirmed ticket, 
her wish was granted. “But then 
the manager, Selim Tartan, told 
me to go check their website, that 
a confirmed ticket did not guar-
antee a seat on the aircraft. His 
words: ‘I don’t have time for you.’

She continued: He said, ‘You 
can stand there and keep asking 
me questions,’ Tartan fumed and 
threatened that if I persisted in 
knowing why I was put on standby 
he would not allow me to travel 
on the flight and that if I did he 
would remove my checked-in 
luggage from the aircraft”.  Tartan, 
thereafter, went wild. He gripped 
her hand and hit her continuously 
on her arm.

On getting to London, Tolu 
said she discovered that Tartan 
had carried out his threat: her 

how to react to customers and 
stakeholders and give us a better 
understanding of how to serve 
them better.”

He stated further that as part 
of efforts to provide passenger 
a satisfactory experience at the 
nation’s airports, FAAN has sub-
scribed to an Airports Council 
International (ACI) Program 
on  Airport Service Quality  that 
would aid the agency improve on 
service.

According to him, “FAAN has 
also subscribed to and has paid for 
an ACI  Programme, the Airport 
Service Quality Program(ASP) 
which will help the agency mea-
sure our passengers reactions to 
all levels of our operations.

“This program is all about gath-
ering data from the incoming 
and outgoing passengers on all 
aspects of our operations to help 
us improve our services through 
analysis of this data. The ASP is 
all about efficiency and how we 
response to passengers stimuli.” 
“Airports all around the world 
are part of this program and 
we decided to join in to aid us in 

measuring what we do, using it 
to improve where needed and 
compete favourably among 

“However, within three years 
of the concessioning and in the 
face of serious hostility and incon-
sistency on the part of the govern-
ment, Bi-Courtney Limited com-
pleted the new domestic airport, 
which is now famously known 
as MMA2. This airport terminal 
has been variously described 
as the Best in Nigeria today and 
certainly the first airport terminal 
to be built in Africa with private 
funds without any support of the 
government.

“The terminal, constructed 
under a Build, operate and Trans-
fer (BOT) agreement with the 
government, is acclaimed to be 
the most modern, functional, and 
well-run domestic airport termi-
nal in sub-Saharan Africa.” 

Replying, Babalakin expressed 
gratitude to Independent News-
papers Limited for the recogni-
tion, saying “it is coming as a 
source of encouragement at a 
time we are facing the most seri-
ous challenges in our operations 
caused by no fault of ours.

Obi Mbanuzuo, Partnership Deal Sealed, accountable manager, Yemane Fitwi, Dana Air, director of Finance Asky Airline;  Sandip 
Chowdhury, AGM commercial Dana Air, and Ahadu Simachew, CEO of Asky Airline, during the signing of a strategic aircraft 
partnership and interline between Dana Air and Asky recently in Lagos.

on the data we provide from the 
passengers who answer simple 
questionnaires posed at them.”
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checked-in luggage were not on 
the plane. .

Returning to Nigeria , Tolu 
through her Solicitor, Mike Ig-
bokwe SAN, sued the Airline 
in Suit No. FHC/L/CS/439/17 
for delayed boarding and de-
layed baggageTolu is claiming, 
among others, for the sum of 
N250,000,000.00 as damages.

The Airline, however, filed a 
Notice of Preliminary Objection, 
challenging the jurisdiction of 
the Court on the ground that the 
Federal High Court was not the 
proper forum to hear the Plain-
tiff’s case.

The Defendant wanted the 
case to be heard in Turkey, as op-
posed to Nigeria where Tolu in-
stituted the case. Tolu’s Counsel 
objected, citing Section 251(1k) 
of the 1999 Constitution (as 
amended); and Section 7(1k) of 
the Federal High Court Act, CAP 
F12, Laws of the Federation of 
Nigeria , 2004 (as updated to 
2010).

On the other hand, Tolu/Plain-
tiff’s Counsel, Igbokwe SAN op-
posed the objection and argued 
that Section 33(1) of the Mon-
treal Convention, 1999 allows 
the Plaintiff to file the instant suit 
in any of the four jurisdictions 
mentioned therein. The learned 
Silk argued that Section 33(1) of 
the Montreal Convention, 1999 
gives the Plaintiff the option of 
suing in any of the below four 
jurisdictions.

He further argued that what 
the law recommends is that 
“an action for damages may be 
brought at the option of the Plain-
tiff in the territory of any of the 
State Parites.” submitting that the 
jurisdiction to institute the action 
is at the “option of the Plaintiff” 
and not for the Defendant to de-
cide for the Plaintiff.

Wale Babalakin

BULATSA, IATA to develop airspace strategy for Bulgaria

The International Air Trans-
port Association (IATA) 
and BULATSA, the Bulgar-
ian Air Navigation Service 

Provider, have agreed to develop 
and implement a Bulgarian Na-
tional Airspace Strategy.

B U L ATSA  a n d  I ATA  w i l l 
strengthen their existing coop-
eration for this initiative, which is 
aimed at delivering benefits to the 
travelling public, while supporting 
national economic growth and the 
competitiveness of the Bulgarian 
aviation sector.

Passenger demand for air trans-
port in Bulgaria is set to double 

over the next two decades. Servic-
ing this demand, while ensuring 
safety, and managing costs, CO2 
emissions and delays, requires 
Bulgaria to further modernize its 
airspace and Air Traffic Manage-
ment (ATM) network. Successful 
airspace modernization is expect-
ed to create significant benefits, 
generating an extra €628 million 
in annual GDP and 11,300 jobs 
annually by 2035. BULATSA and 
IATA have committed to work to-
gether and with all aviation stake-
holders to deliver and implement 
the National Airspace Strategy in 
support of the Single European Sky 

(SES) initiative. The main aspects 
of the strategy cover leadership 
and a collaborative stakeholder 
approach, airspace management, 
and technical modernization of the 
ATM system.

Georgi Peev, director general 
of BULATSA, explained: “I wel-
come this initiative, which will 
support the ongoing evolution of 
our technology and operations. 
The development of a national 
airspace strategy would further 
enhance the good cooperation 
with our customers and partners 
and would contribute to achieving 
the SES high level goals.



Every millennium has had 
unique challenges, and 
some challenges have 
carried on from one mil-
lennia to another. One 

of such challenges is maternal 
mortality. For centuries, death has 
been feared as one of the possible 
dangers to a woman while giving 
birth. Although the annual ma-
ternal mortality rate has reduced 
by about 43% from 1990 to 2015 
worldwide, this has hardly re-
flected on the maternal mortality 
rates in Nigeria. Everyday in 2015, 
approximately 830 women died 
from preventable causes related 
to pregnancy and childbirth. 19% 
of maternal deaths worldwide in 
2015 were in Nigeria.

 Maternal mortality is caused 
by many factors; from eclampsia 
to prolonged labour to infections. 
However, Post-Partum Haemor-
rhage (PPH), defined as loss of 
more than 500ml of blood from 
the vagina immediately after 
labour or within 24 hours after 
delivery, is arguably the leading 
cause of maternal mortality in de-
veloping countries. Post-partum 
haemorrhage is caused by exces-
sive bleeding as a result of the 
uterus being unable to contract 
efficiently, from vaginal or cervi-
cal tears. According to the World 
Health Organisation (WHO), 
PPH accounts for one quarter of 
all maternal deaths worldwide. 
Providing solutions to PPH, could 
lead to a reduction of about 30% 
in maternal deaths, quite a signifi-
cant figure.

 Post-partum haemorrhage 
is both preventable and treat-
able. In its 2012 Guideline for 
the Prevention and Treatment of 
Post-Partum Haemorrhage, WHO 
recommended that all women giv-
ing birth should be given “utero-
tonics” which are medicines used 
to induce or increase the contrac-
tion of the uterus during delivery. 
Uterotonics include oxytocin, 
misoprostol and ergometrine. 
However, because of its proven 
efficacy and safety, it is recom-
mended that oxytocin be given 
as the first line drug against post-
partum haemorrhage. Oxytocin 
needs a stable cold chain from 
point of manufacture to point of 
use.

 These medications which eas-
ily prevent PPH are readily avail-
able and fairly affordable. Still, 
the frequency and fatality of post-
partum haemorrhage in Nigeria 
is quite high. To investigate why 
deaths from PPH remain high in 
Nigeria, the US Pharmacopeial 
Convention (USP) in collabora-
tion with the National Agency for 
Food and Drug Administration and 
Control (NAFDAC) carried out a 
survey in 2016 to determine the 
quality of oxytocin and related 
PPH drugs in various hospitals and 
clinics across the six geo-political 
zones of Nigeria. The survey found 
that about 74.2% of oxytocin 

Life and Death: Why maintaining Oxytocin quality 
standards can save women’s lives during childbirth

Health&Science

samples in the country failed lab 
quality evaluations, and 33.7% of 
misoprostol tablets were found 
to be of sub-standard quality. 
This means that 3 out 4 oxytocin 
ampoules in Nigerian hospitals 
are of sub-standard quality. In 
other words, the likelihood that 
only about a quarter of oxytocin 
doses administered in Nigeria will 
have met the required quality stan-
dards. Alongside other prevailing 
factors, this could help explain why 
Nigeria still has an unreasonably 
high rate of maternal deaths due 
to complications from pregnancy 
and childbirth.

Reducing the circulation and 
use of sub-standard uterotonics, 
especially oxytocin injections, 
may contribute significantly to 
the reduction of maternal deaths 
in Nigeria. But before that step, we 
must first understand why there is 
such a high failure rate of such an 
otherwise potent drug in Nigeria, 
and few questions needed to be 
addressed. Are oxytocin injections 
not manufactured properly by the 
pharmaceutical companies? Is the 
active ingredient added to the drug 
not the right amount? Are there 
problems with the importation 
and transport systems? Are there 
issues with the storage systems for 
oxytocin? Are oxytocin injections 
administered at the recommended 
dose by healthcare providers?

In a follow up to the survey, the 
United States Agency for Inter-
national Development (USAID) 
– funded “Promoting the Quality of 
Medicine (PQM)” project, imple-
mented by the U.S Pharmacopeial 
(USP) Convention, commissioned 

a team of researchers, led by Dr. 
Chioma Ejekam of the Department 
of Community Health, Lagos Uni-
versity Teaching Hospital (LUTH) 
to examine clinical experiences 
with regards to the use of oxytocin 
injections by healthcare providers 
in Lagos State.

 The results of this research 
were presented in Lagos at a 
roundtable discussion with the 
theme “Dissemination of the Clini-
cal Experiences of Oxytocin Qual-
ity used by Healthcare Providers 
in Lagos State” on 20th Febru-
ary, 2018 . The commissioned 
research revealed the following: 
Firstly, 41% of healthcare provid-
ers in Lagos State have used an 
oxytocin dose that was higher 
than the World Health Organisa-
tion (WHO) recommendation. 
Secondly, just over 64% admitted 
that they had no way of reporting 
the perceived ineffectiveness of 
the drug and thirdly, about 13% of 
the 705 healthcare providers from 
public and private health facilities 
who were interviewed, have at 
one time or another come across 
an ineffective brand of oxytocin.

 The most striking of the find-
ings however, was that only 52% of 
the respondents knew the proper 
storage procedures for oxytocin, 
which is supposed to be stored 
between 2 –8°Celcius. Ejekam 
pointed out during an interview 
with Nigeria Health Watch that, “If 
these skilled health workers do not 
know the proper storage of oxyto-
cin, imagine what the knowledge 
of the lower cadre health workers 
would be.”

Renowned Professor of Ob-

stetrics and Gynaecology, Frank 
Giwa-Osagie,a professor, stressed 
the need for regulatory agencies 
to increase their post-marketing 
surveillance of medications across 
the country and the enforcement 
of standard regulatory procedures 
for the storage of medications in 
hospitals and pharmacies. The fact 
that 52% of healthcare workers in-
terviewed did not know the proper 
storage conditions for oxytocin and 
41% have administered oxytocin 
at a dose higher than WHO rec-
ommended guidelines is a serious 
cause for concern.

While efforts are made to im-
prove the overall supply chain 
system, storage procedures and 
administration of oxytocin injec-
tions, it could be helpful to also pay 
more attention to misoprostol, an 
alternative drug recommended 
by the WHO and International 
Federation of Gynecology and 
Obstetrics (FIGO) for the manage-
ment of PPH.  Because misoprostol 
is administered orally, it does not 
require administration by a skilled 
healthcare professional, and it can 
be stored at room temperature 
without losing its efficacy. These 
factors mean that misoprostol has 
less of a failure rate than oxytocin in 
Nigeria. As Akinola, a professor and 
current President of the Society of 
Gynaecology & Obstetrics of Ni-
geria (SOGON) mentioned during 
the Lagos USP meeting, there are a 
number of potential product options 
for the prevention and treatment of 
PPH, however they’re only useful if 
they’re good quality products.

 Chimezie Anyakora of U.S Phar-
macopeia Convention mentioned 

that they plan to expand the Clinical 
Experience of the use of Oxytocin 
Survey to cover more states across 
the length and breadth of Nigeria, 
to unearth more significant findings 
that will help in reducing post-par-
tum haemorrhage when oxytocin 
is administered in Nigeria.

It could also be useful for the 
US Pharmacopeia Convention to 
include other uterotonics such as 
ergometrine and misoprostol in 
the Nationwide Clinical Experience 
Survey they intend to conduct on 
oxytocin. By understanding the 
experience of different healthcare 
providers from all regions of the 
Federation, we will have a more 
flexible and robust approach to-
wards the use of specific medica-
tions for the prevention and man-
agement of PPH.

These findings, though only from 
Lagos State, reveal the task ahead 
for Nigeria if it is to reduce maternal 
mortality through the proper use 
of oxytocin. All participants at the 
dissemination discussion agreed 
that there is an urgent need to revo-
lutionize the Drug Supply Chain 
System in Nigeria. From challenges 
of standard procurement practices, 
to the arrival of the medications at 
the ports, to the vehicles conveying 
them to different locations across 
the country, to the pharmacies 
and hospitals where these drugs 
are stored before use, care must 
be taken to ensure that the right 
storage conditions are maintained 
for this vital drug to ultimately save 
Nigerian women from dying from 
complications after childbirth.

- Nigeria HealthWatch
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Gr o u p  M a n a g -
ing Director of 
t h e  N i g e r i a n 
National Petro-
leum Corpora-

tion (NNPC), Dr. Maikanti 
Baru has charged Oil and Gas 
workers across the country 
to work assiduously towards 
proffering viable solutions 
to the industry’s numerous 
challenges.

Dr. Baru, who made the call 
during the closing ceremony 
of the 17th edition of the Nige-
rian Oil & Gas Industry Games 
(NOGIG 2018) held at the 
Teslim Balogun Stadium in 
Lagos, on Saturday also called 
upon the oil workers to get 
involved in sporting activities 
towards improving their pro-
ductivity and service delivery.

“Without doubt, there are 
lots of advantages in getting 
involved in sports. People 
who participate in sports ex-
hibit quality lifestyle both at 
home and in the workplace. 
Since they are more active, 
their brains proffer some of 
the most efficient and viable 
solutions to the challenges of 
the Industry today,” Dr. Baru 
stated.

According to the GMD, a 
number of ailments are attrib-
utable to inactivity character-
ized by lack of exercise and 
a care-free lifestyle among 
people.

The GMD also tasked the 

After a deserved resto-
ration procedure by 
the finest craftsmen 

in London, the gleaming Ma-
jekodunmi Cup was dramati-
cally delivered by a Caverton 
helicopter to the Lagos polo 
club moments before the final 
match of the most coveted 
prize in Nigerian polo. But for 
the thousands of wowed spec-
tators there would have been 
very little doubt in their minds 
where the silverware would 
end up after all: In the hands of 
star player and patron, Adamu 
Atta - and for a record fourth 
consecutive year at that.

It is also Atta’s Fifth Chuk-
ker team’s 7th title in ten years, 
and his 11th since he first won 
the cup in 1998 with Team 
MIA-First Fuels, making him 
the most successful player 
and patron in the 55-year his-
tory of the trophy which was 
presented to the club in 1962 
by the administrator of West-
ern Region, Dr. M.A. Majeko-
dunmi.

Anthony nlebem

Baru says sports a veritable tool 
for productivity, service delivery

Adamu Atta: Is the king of Polo quitting?

participants to always make 
integrity and sportsmanship 
their watchword. “This is 
because at the end of it all, 
everyone of you here is con-
sidered a winner.”

Congratulating the various 
sportsmen and women who 
participated at the biannual 
sporting showpiece, Dr. Baru 
called upon them to go back 
to their respective companies 
and unleash their potentials 
towards maximum produc-
tivity and effective service 
delivery for the benefit of the 
entire Oil and Gas Industry.

He said NNPC remained 
committed to identifying with 
the lofty ideals of the games 
which he said were aimed not 
just at mere participation, but 
fostering unity and cordial re-
lationships among the entire 
oil and gas workforce across 
the nation.

He commended the Local 
Organising Committee for 
its tireless effort towards 
ensuring “not only a success-
ful tournament but one that 
everyone in the industry is 
proud of”

Earlier in her remarks, the 
Representative of the Min-
ister of State for Petroleum 
Resources and the Director, 
Safety, Healthy & Environ-
ment at the Department of 
Petroleum Resources (DPR), 
Mrs. Onyebuchi Sibeudu de-
scribed sports as a unifying 
force among people which 
should always be encouraged.

She expressed satisfac-
tion over the performance of 
the sportsmen and women, 
stressing that some of the 
talents on display today show 
that the Oil and Gas Industry 
has what it takes to take Nige-
ria to sporting stardom.

Several other chief execu-
tive officers of the Interna-
tional Oil Companies (IOCs) 
operating in Nigeria spoke 
on the attraction for sports 
to forge lasting friendship 
and strategic partnerships 
amongst oil workers in the 
country.

In addition to his rich Lagos 
pickings, Atta has also covered 
himself in glory with multiple 
wins of the nation’s other top 
high goal prizes, notably the 
Georgian cup in Kaduna which 
he won on eight occasions, as 
well as the championships at 
Keffi Ranch, Kano and Fifth 
Chukker amongst others. 

But the Kaduna-born leg-
end’s exploits are transna-
tional as well. With hundreds 
of horses, physical assets 
and personnel spread across 
four continents - in Argentina, 
South Africa, Nigeria, UK and 
Dubai - Atta has become a 
global polo icon and the indis-
putable king of African polo 
who is revered and feted the 
world over.

After 25 very successful 
years dominating a very high 
octane, tough, physically chal-
lenging and financially drain-
ing sport like polo, word is 
seeping out that Atta may 
be seriously contemplating 
retirement. Nonetheless, a Adamu Atta

Dr. Maikanti Baru, GMD NNPC (2nd left) presents the Basketball Trophy to Enejoh Douglas, Ahmadu-Kida Musa, Total 
Deputy Managing Director (Deepwater District) (1st left); Aminu-Zaria Mohammed, Chairman NOGIG 2018 LOC, (2nd right) 
and  Tony Attah, MD/CEO NLNG (1st right), during the closing ceremony of the 17th Nigerian Oil & Gas Industry Games 
(NOGIG 2018) held at the Teslim Balogun Stadium, Lagos, recently.

At the end of the week-long 
games, Shell Nigeria emerged 
the overall winners, clinching 
nine gold, 10 silver and eight 
bronze medals to cart home 
the 2018 trophy.

NNPC placed second with 
eight gold, 10 silver and 13 
bronze medals, while the 
third place went to Chevron, 
who amassed seven gold, two 
silver and five bronze medals.

NLNG beat ExxonMobil 
to fourth place after winning 
five gold, five silver and five 
bronze medals with Exxon-
Mobil, collecting two gold, 

five silver and six bronze med-
als. NAOC took sixth position 
with two gold, two silver and 
nine bronze.

While Seplat and OVH En-
ergy failed to appear on the 
medals table, Total, NCDMB, 
DPR, Eroton and PTI placed 
7th, 8th, 9th, 10 and 11th re-
spectively.

The bi-annual tourney, 
which is the 17th in the se-
r i e s ,  f e a t u r e d  1 0  e v e n t s 
namely: football, basketball, 
swimming, 8-ball pool, chess, 
scrabble, athletics, squash, 
lawn tennis and table tennis.

cross-section of pundits be-
lieve that the tremendous  
goodwill, admiration and af-
fection he commands in the 
polo community could keep 
him going a bit longer.  

Top polo writer Ernest 
Ekpenyong  waxes that  “Atta 
remains the most looked-up-
to  person in Nigerian polo, his 
presence illuminates tourna-
ments and confers them with 
instant class and credibility.” 
Beyond that, Atta and his fabu-
lous Fifth Chukker polo and 
country club constitute the 
Gold standard for Nigerian 
polo. Aficionados readily ac-
knowledge that he is the man 
with the Midas touch, always 
making it look easy. 

A firm believer that polo 
must give back to society, Atta 
has been supporting UNICEF 
and the Breast cancer aware-
ness campaign for over a de-
cade. The philanthropist is also 
ever willing to oblige other 
worthy causes. For instance, 
when he is not playing in Wind-

sor at a UNICEF fundraiser 
alongside World No.1 Adolfo 
Cambiaso and La Dolfina (the 
greatest team of all time), Atta 
could be engaged in Cape 
Town teaming up with Prince 
Harry in a charity match to 
benefit the Lesotho Royal 
Sentabale Trust.

At 50 and with an overflow-
ing trophy cabinet, is Atta 
really contemplating retire-
ment? Very dependable sourc-
es close to him say he is doing 
such and that it makes a lot of 
sense for him to start easing 
off. That may be so but several 
aficionados counter that the 
man is addicted to polo and 
cannot do any considerable 
time without the adrenaline fix 
of a competitive match. They 
maintain that for the  multiple 
Patron of the Year award win-
ner, polo will always remain an 
unfinished business because 
there is always that one more 
pony to buy, one more team to 
put together, one more trophy 
to win. 
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They lie about 150 miles apart in 
the vast brushlands of north-
ern Nigeria, but the towns of 
Chibok and Dapchi have a trag-
ic bond: both have been targets 

of large-scale kidnappings of schoolgirls 
by the Islamic extremist group Boko 
Haram. Following a three-year global 
campaign to free the 276 girls kidnapped 
from Chibok in 2014 – an event that 
brought Boko Haram’s sadistic agenda to 
the world’s attention – 110 girls in Dap-
chi vanished last month under identical 
circumstances.

In both cases, members of Boko Ha-
ram, which in the Hausa language trans-
lates roughly to “Western education is 
a sin,” sprayed a school with bullets as 
they invaded the grounds to steal food 
and other supplies. The group’s quest 
to establish a hardline Islamic state in 
northeast Nigeria has already left at least 
20,000 dead and made more than 2.6 
million homeless since 2009.

Another commonality between the 
two attacks is that the fate of the school-
girls was a source of confusion for days. 
In Chibok, it was eventually learned 
that the 276 girls had been herded into 
trucks and taken away. A grainy black-
and-white photo of the group after their 
abduction, taken by one of the terror-
ists, incited global outrage, sparking the 
movement Bring Back Our Girls.

In Dapchi, it was initially reported 
that 50 girls were unaccounted for after 
terrorists stormed the Government Sci-
ence and Technical College. A follow-up 
statement by the Yobe state government 
announced that the Nigerian army had 
rescued the girls. But cheers turned into 
tears when a retraction was released, 
declaring that the girls not been found. 
Worse, according to an aide to the state 
governor, the “government has no cred-
ible information yet as to whether any 
of the schoolgirls were taken hostage by 
the terrorists.”

Nigeria’s schoolgirls are under attack again
Nigerian President Muhammadu Bu-

hari has called the incident a “national 
disaster,” and promised the deployment 
of troops and surveillance aircraft to 
search for the missing girls, as well as a 
full review of the circumstances of the 
raid. The children’s parents – such as the 
father of Fatima Manzo, who is just 16 
years old – have formed their own as-
sociation to track them.

Four years ago, I was part of the cam-
paign to free the Chibok girls. In a peti-
tion that secured one million signatures 
almost immediately, we called on West-
ern governments to support surveillance 
and reconnaissance missions, in order to 
locate and rescue the victims, who were 
being hidden in Nigeria and neighboring 
countries.

At that time, the Global Business Co-
alition for Education published a report 
on safe schools in Nigeria. The coali-
tion also created a partnership among 
Nigerian business leaders, the Nigerian 
government, and international donors, 
in cooperation with UNICEF, to establish 
programs aimed at making schools safe 
for Nigerian children. As part of the co-
alition’s Safe Schools Initiative, commu-
nity groups were formed; infrastructure 
reforms were implemented; and girls 
were provided with safe school options. 
Last May, 82 Chibok girls were released, 
in exchange for five Boko Haram com-
manders.

After years of being too afraid even 
to cross a school playground, girls had 
started to return to the classroom. The 
doctrine of safe schools – a rare new idea 
in a region beleaguered by the confron-
tation with Boko Haram – seemed to be 
gradually taking hold. Fences and other 
physical security were built to keep raid-
ers out, and mobile telecommunications 
were used as early warning systems.

But the reality was that more than 100 
Chibok girls remained in captivity, their 
whereabouts unknown. Moreover, six 

million of Nigeria’s school-age girls still 
don’t go to school. The abduction of yet 
another 110 schoolgirls is likely only to 
make matters worse, not just for them 
and their families, but for all whose fears 
about the safety of schools have now 
been reawakened.

As for the new abductees, we know 
their likely fate if they are not rescued 
quickly. Chibok girls who escaped or were 
released have said in interviews that ab-
ductees were whipped to persuade them 
to marry. Some were taken as concubines 
by group members. Many who were mar-
ried off may never escape captivity.

The international community must do 
everything possible to support the Ni-
gerian government’s efforts to save the 
Dapchi girls, including by providing aerial 
surveillance to help locate them and their 
captors. It has said that it will redouble 
its efforts to prevent the recurrence of 
such abductions. That must mean more 
international support to defeat Boko 
Haram and its destructive ideology, and 
a revamped Safe Schools Initiative, with 
an eye to ensuring that it is sustainable 
in the long term. Schoolchildren deserve 
nothing less.

©: Project Syndicate
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$27.1trn

The way to go!

This is the projected 
amount of money for 

Nigeria’s trade transac-
tions in 2019 according 

to the Nigerian Maritime 
Administration and Safety 
Agency (NIMASA). Forex 
reserve is also projected to 

hit $53,8 trillion.

The advice by Mahmud 
Yakubu, a professor and 

chairman of the Indepen-
dent National Electoral 

Commission (INEC), on 
the need for Resident 

Electoral Commission-
ers (RECs) across the 

federation to be firm on 
the side of the law is well 

taken. All eyes are on 
the INEC as the country 

inches closer to 2019 
general election.
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No member of the animal king-
dom would want its young ones 
to be frequently preyed upon 

without putting up a serious resistance. 
But Nigeria, which some people have 
described as zoo, is an animal kingdom 
with a difference.  

Many of us come from villages where 
we watch the predating move of wicked 
hawks against chicks. Each time a hawk 
swoops on a brood of chicks, whisking 
away one, the mother hen would cry, 
make a loud noise and quickly gather 
the remaining into a protective cover. 
The sense in that is that the enemy will 
not come again to steal more. That pro-
tection is the security the mother hen 
provides for its chicks. Here is Nigeria, 
the leadership of the largest black race 
on earth has not gone to the mother hen 
for a deserved lesson.

While the tears and agonies linger 

over the awful incident of abduction of 
over 250 school girls in Chibok in 2014, 
with some of them dead and some still 
being held by members of the Islamist 
sect, Boko Haram, the Nigerian govern-

Only a few days ago, 110 young 
women were abducted by Boko 
Haram. Like what happened in 
Chibok, the victims were said to 
have been loaded in Hilux trucks 
and taken away without any re-
sistance from those who said they 
were conducting Operation Lafiya 
Dole.

Today, the Army and police are in 
a slanging match over whose laxity 
was responsible for the unfortu-
nate incident.

Like the usual line, the parents 
of the girls have been given the as-
surance that their children would 
soon be back. Meanwhile, close to 
100 Chibok girls are still languish-
ing inside the Sambisa forest or 
wherever, nearly four years despite 
all the repeated assurances by gov-
ernment. Too bad!

Indecorous

ment, populated by many of those who 
swore that the incident in 2014 was merely 
a political stunt by the last administration, 
may have, perhaps, committed another 
stunt in Dapchi, in Yobe State.

Today, the Army and 
police are in a slanging 

match over whose laxity 
was responsible for the 

unfortunate incident


